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Number 1

Sermon on the Mount: Basic Principles of Morality
Matthew 5:17-18

Preface
This article is to discuss the basic
principles of morality as m entioned in the
Sermon on the Mount (Mat. 5-7). In the one
following we are to show how our Lord
interpreted those principles, contrasting them
with the doctrine of the Pharisees, showing
that indeed the law was a spiritual law . The
essence of His interpretation is to be possessed by those people who were to be citizens in His then soon-coming kingdom.
The moral principles m entioned in the
Sermon on the Mount do not in any w ay
exhaust the biblical subject of m orality;
neither is our purpose to com ment at length
on other great truths as revea led and interpreted in the Sermon of our Lord.
We deem the basi c moral principles
presented in the S ermon on the Mount as

follows:

God Determines Morality
The background of the Serm on on the
Mount is God and His right eousness. The
Beatitudes pronounce pres ent and future
blessings on the poor in spirit, those that
mourn, the m eek, the merciful, the pure in
heart, peacemakers, and those who crave truth
and righteousness. Those of such nature are
blessed only of God and enjoy blessings that
only the godly can enjoy . The conduct of
righteousness is ful ly expressed regarding
worship in prayer, fasting, and giving of alms.
God has set the divine standard. The m oral
judgment of God forbids a double standard
for it i s utterly impossible for one to serve
righteousness under a double standard.
“No man can serve two m asters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other;

or else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Ye cannot serve G od and m ammon”
(Mat. 6:24).
Those who accept God’s standard of
righteousness will, with His blessings ifnd the
spiritual food and w ater and be f illed. To
those who ask, God gives; to those who seek,
God will reveal; to those who knock at the
storehouse of God’s riches will find it opened
fully to him. This has been God’s law in all
ages. Adam, Noah, Abraham, and countless,
even unnamed, men and wom en in their
seeking the righteousness of God, who accept
His law of righteousness, have found
fulfillment of the soul expressed in the words
of our Savior, “how much more shall your
Father which is in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?” (Mat. 7:11). Those who
violate the divine standard of moral life find
desolation their crown and reward.
Man’s Life Is Sacred
God’s prohibition, “Thou shalt not kill,”
indicates God’s concern for m an. Man is
worth more than all creation—for his is unto
eternity. Man, destined unto eternity , is a
reflection of God’s glory from everlasting
unto everlasting. Man is created in God’s
image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27); “he is the
image and glory of God” (1 Cor. 11:7).
Life is of s uch high prem ium that in
one’s taking a life one must forfeit his own
life. It is only right that it be a lif e for a life.
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall
his blood be shed: f or in the im age of God
made he man” (Gen. 9:6). The pouring out of
innocent blood cries unto God for vengeance
(Gen. 4:10), “For the life of the flesh is in the
blood:...the blood of it is for the life thereof”
(Lev. 17:11-14).

Sin is the forfeiture of both physical and
spiritual life (Rom. 5:12). Death is separation:
physical death is the separation of the spirit
from the flesh (Ecc. 12:7; Jam.2:26); spiritual
death is the separati on of m an’s soul from
fellowship and eternaln ess with God (Gen.
2:17; Eze. 18:4).
God, realizing the great loss and waste
experienced by His grace and immutable law
has made provision for t he salvage of this
loss. At awful cost He sent to the earth “his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit” (Rom. 8:3-4). Man, alienated from
God and under penalty of death—for the
wages sin is death, m ay now be “justified
freely by his grace through the redem ption
that is in Christ Jesus: W hom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation [satisfaction]
through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the rem ission of sins that
are past, through t he forbearance of God”
(Rom. 3:24-25). “Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him...reconciled to God by the
death of his Son,...saved by his life...by whom
we have now received the atonement” (Rom.
5:9-11). It sacrifice of His life that to “deliver
them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15).
None has the right to take innocent
blood; blood will be avenged at the hand of a
wrathful God that the scales of righteousness
balanced. And so also of sin: God’ vengeance
for sin is eternal, yet God’s love is m
anifested
and the souls forfeited for sin and death can
live again in Christ Jesus.

Holiness of Marriage Is Not to Be
Violated
“Thou shalt not commit adultery” (Mat.
5:27). God instituted m arriage in the purity
and blissfulness of Eden. There was no
defilement in t he joining of Adam and Eve
(Gen. 2:18-24). Marriage, in the mind of God,
there was to be alw ays only one m an, one
woman united in bond of love (Mat. 19:4-8).
Immorality introduced a dultery into
marriage and defiled and sh amed the race.
Unholy covenants are made in defiance to the
moral purity of God’s divine standard. Consequently the “just recompence of reward” for
the adulterer and adulteress is exclusion from
the eternal kingdom and glory (Gal. 5:19-21;
Rev. 21:27) from the joyful presence of God.
Marriage is honorable and right in all cultures
and times, but “fornicators and adulterers God
will judge” (Heb. 13:4).
The holiness and purity of the m arriage
state can be held in no higher exultation than
Paul’s use of it in showing the relationship of
Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-23). Christ,
the pure and sinless bridegroom , the church
sanctified, “a glorious church, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it
should be holy a nd without blemish” (Eph.
5:27) joined together in the joy of eter nity.
Thus the illustration: marriage, sacred and
pure, holy and undefiled. Let no one adul terate its sacredness by giving the mselves to
another.
Honesty and Truthfulness Demanded in
His Creatures
In the Serm on Christ Jesus recognized
God’s law, “Thou shalt not forswear thyself,
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths”
(Mat. 5:33). Under Moses’ law Israel was to

swear by the name of Jehovah (Deu. 10:20).
The Israelite must be extremely careful that
he would not swear vain oaths in the name of
God; “And ye shall not swear by m y name
falsely, and profane the name of thy God: I
am Jehovah” (Lev. 19:12).
To safeguard against the possibility of
vainly swearing in the name of Jehovah, the
Israelite swore by that which was lesser.Consequently, they swore to tell less that the
truth, or they perver ted the truth. In t ime
Israel having calloused the conscience, gave
little thought to words of truth and honesty .
But, God demands honesty and truthfulness in
His creation.
Honesty and integrity is the necessary
basis which must exist in order for any proper
relationship to be successful. H onesty and
truthfulness is basic to good m arriage relations, business or com munity relations, and
especially, a proper relationship of man with
God. God is truth and righteousness. He
forms a relationship on no other basis. When
men depart from truthfulness, becom ing
deceitful in any m anner, he so de parts from
the company of God.
Care and concern should be exercised at
every step of the way of life. Our word given
to children should be kept. Our commitments
to God must be kept at all sacrifice. W e are
encouraged. He is faithful, so le t us too be
faithful in things.
Honest and Just Recompense Shall
Meeted for Evil
“An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth” (Mat. 5:38). God’s de mands retaliation, vengeance, a just recompense of reward
for evil. Moses said it as God’s lawgi ver of
the Old Testament dispensation: “eye for eye,

tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe
for stripe” (Exo. 21:24-25); “And thine eyes
shall not pity; lif e shall go f or life, eye f or
eye, tooth for tooth, ha nd for hand, foot for
foot”(Deu. 19:21). God’s law of retaliation
was a law to protect the rights and property of
mankind by a proper and judicial punishment
by civil authorities. Ho wever, His law was
never intended to encourage personal
revenge.“Thou shalt not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the children of t hy
people; but thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself: I am Jehovah” (Lev. 19:18). “Say not,
I will do so to him as he hath done to m e; I
will render to the man according to his work”
(Pro. 24:29).
This, to som e, was a harsh law but, in
reality, it was a law which lim ited excessive
retaliation and venge ance. It was only one
eye, not two, for one eye; only one tooth for
one tooth. M en are not inclined to a just
recompense, man is not satisfied with limited
vengeance, so God took it from his will and
bound it under His own. The spirit of retaliation and vengeance is forbidden under the
hand of God.
Fundamental: the Law of Love
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate
thine enemy” (Mat. 5:43) has never been a
part of God’s Word for any people, especially
His people Israel. T o the contrar y: “If thou
meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass going astray,
thou shalt surely bring it back to himagain. If
thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying
under his burden, and wouldest f orbear to
help him, thou shalt surely help wi th him”
(Exo. 23:4-5). “Rejoice not when thine enemy
falleth, and let not thine he art be glad when

he stumbleth” (Pro. 24:17). “I f thine enemy
be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be
thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the
LORD shall reward thee” (Pro. 25:21-22).
Israel had a great fault in that Israel only
loved Israel, and then, not all of them! Israel
had concocted in its own hard heart its la ws
of love and hate, its law , as is the case with
man’s will, was contrary to the law of God.
God’s purpose in His law for m an is to
teach and engender love in the heart of man:
“Now the end of the commandment is charity
out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience,
and of faith unfeigned” ( 1 Tim. 1:5); “Love
worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love
is the f ulfilling of the law” (Rom . 13:10).
This love was first directed to God, “And
thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might”(Deu. 6:5). Love was to flow another direction—towards one neighbor, “thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thys elf”(Lev.
19:18). Jesus Himself taught that the law of
love for God and man is basic. “On these two
commandments,”said He, “hang all the law
and the prophets” (Mat. 22:40).
Love has been the basic law for all dispensations. This was the law of the Patriarchy, the law of Moses, the law of Chr ist,
and the law of eternity.
Conclusion
Moral law has a direct relationship with
both the Old and New Testament. The moral
law’s of the Old Testament foreshadowed
their fulfillment in the New Testament. In the
next article we shall endeavor show how that
Jesus Christ g ave greater meaning to the
moral and spiritual judgments of God.
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An Interesting Conversation
James W. Boyd

Recently, while I was away in the
meeting at Pleasant View Church in
Skullbone, Tennessee, I had the opportunity
to be with brother Phil Hefley of Greenville,
Mississippi quite a bit because he was in a
meeting in that area also. Our room s at the
Trenton Motel we re just two doors from
each other, and we had the chance to be
together.
One meeting we were in the restaurant
next door drinking co ffee and discussing
various matters, and we noticed a gathering
of people emerging from a lar ge private
dining area. It wa s something political
because the m ain guest was a T ennessee
representative named Albert Gore, Jr. who
is now running for the Senate. Rep. Gore is
a Democrat. He was goin g from table to

table shaking hands.
He came to our table a nd after a few
pleasantries we rem arked that we were
transplanted Tennesseans but living in
Mississippi and could neither help or hinder
him in his que st for the Senate. But I did
take the opportunity to m ention something
to him that I feel is important and about
which I feel strongly.
I told him that I f elt no political party
ought to nom inate for the Presidency any
man that was a hum anist, that denied the
reality of God, and s ubscribed to the
Humanist Manifesto, as does form er Vice
President Walter Mondale. I further stated
that when an ath eist is nominated for
president, then every God believing person
should enter the arena on the opposite side

rather than support s uch a person. Mr .
Mondale’s kin are signers of the Hum anist
Manifesto and he is favorable toward it as
well.
Rep. Gore gave a typical politician’s
non-committal response by saying he was a
Baptist, which promoted me to tell him that
if he was a believerin God he would oppose
Walter Mondale. He then hurried along.
I am sure that there are many members
of the church that would vote for the
candidate of som e party even i f they
nominated the devil. I ’m not all that
concerned with your political preferences.
But when one sympathetic to Humanism is
pushed to the foreground, Christians ought
to be wise enough to refrain from giving
him support. W ith Humanism running
rampant and viciously attacking everything

holy and sacred, is it of no concern that one
might become President of this land that had
historically endorsed so m any anti-God
principles? You may not think this is a
matter of im portance, or a m atter of
religious concern. If so, you are wrong.
Humanism will destroy everything true and
right. You better think about it. Some things
should concern us m ore than money, jobs,
women’s rights and taxe s. I oppose
Humanism and all who subscribe to it. You
ought to do the same because that is right.
Just maybe someone other than one
s y mp a t h e t i c t o H u m a n i s m ma y b e
nominated. But at present he is the frontrunner of one party. May God’s providence
not allow our land to be ruled by such
people.

Humanism

Colossians 2:8; Ephesians 6:10-18

Introduction:
1. A dangerous doctrine: Secular Humanism.
To Homes, Family, Freedom of Religion, Christianity
2. Our system saturated with Humanism.
Schools, Social programs, Government
3. Has a subtle and insidious, devastating effect on our world.
I. HUMANISM DEFINED
A. “The center of reference became man rather than God” (World Book Enc. p 6874).
B. “A 20th Century philosophy...that rejects belief in all forms of the supernatural; that
considers the greatest good of all humanity on this earth as the supreme ethical goal;
and that relies on the m ethod of reason, science and dem ocracy for the solution of
human problems” (Introduction To Religion & Philosophy, “Humanism” p 62).
C. Man has his highest being, his God, in himself; not in himself as an individual, but in
his essential nature, his species (Ibid., p. 63).

D. Attitude of life which centers on human interest and values, and advocates that human
dignity comes from self-realization of one’s own worth. Diametrically opposed to the
Divine teaching that man’s values and advancements come from following God.
E. Doctrines set forth in: Humanist Manifesto I, II, 1933, 1973 respectively.
II. HUMANISM DENIES
A. Deity of God
B. Inspiration of Bible
C. Divinity of Christ Jesus
D. Existence of the soul
E. Life after death
F. Reality of sin
G. Salvation and heaven
H. Hell and damnation
I. Creation by Divine Deity
III. HUMANISM ADVOCATES
A. No distinct roles for male and female
B. Sexual freedom for all
C. Premarital sex
D. Homosexualism
E. Lesbianism
F. Incest
G. Abortion
H. Mercy killing
I. Evolution
IV. THEIR SUCCESSES ARE MANY
A. Have captured the philosophy of public education
B. Instigated a social revolution
C. Effecting the philosophy of our government
D. Perverting a nation of people
1. As Sodom and Gomorrah
2. “Sin is a reproach to any people”
Conclusion
1. Text
2. Contend and live for truth

Sympathy

Our hearts were struck with sorrow on
learning of the t ragic death of S tephen
Underwood. Steve was the oldest son of
Ernest and S hirley Underwood. He was
killed in an auto a ccident near Bellville,
Illinois on December 30. S teve, of the
United States Air Force, was stationed at
Scott A.F.B. He leaves a young wife and
two infant daughters ages one and three. We
offer prayers and sympathy to all the family.
Ernest has requested memorial gifts be
sent to Bellview Preacher Training School.
Letters and cards may be sent to Ernest and
Shirley at their hom e: 807 Mockingbird
Lane, Okmulkee, Oklahoma 74447.

Restored

Michael Janes - December 21
Bette Crowe - January 1
Brad Temple - January 1
Stephen Thornhill - January 1

Directory Info

Harold and Howel l Bigham have a
telephone: 456-7668

Our Record
Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

12/25/83
155
174
144
147
$2317

01/01/84
172
184
205
125
$3332

How We Gave

12/25/83 — CHECKS: (3) $10.00; (1)
$15.00; (4) $20.00; (2) $25.00; (1) $28.00;
(2) $30.00; (4 ) $35.00; (3) $40.00; (1)
$42.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (3) $45.00;
(5) $50.00; (1 ) $70.00; (2) $75.00; (1)
$77.00; (1) $83.00; (5) $100.00; (1)
$145.00; (1) $153.00. CURRENCY: (37)
$1.00; (5) $5.00; 92) $10.00; (3) $20.00.
CHANGE: $4.05. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2317.05.
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One Law at a Time

In God’s dealings with man He has set
forth certain conditions in Holy Scripture
which must be recognized by m an. These
conditions are set forth by facts which are to
be believed, by commands which are to be
obeyed, and prom ises which are to be
enjoyed. God also reveals certain warnings
and threats which causes m an to respect
God and appreciate the relationship between
man, a mortal being, and God, the immortal
being. Those condit ions set forth, i.e.,
commands, promises, warnings, and threats,
are spoken of in both the Old Testament and
the New Testament as covenants, laws, or
dispensations.
Man has related to God through m any
different dispensations, covenants, or laws.
Adam lived altogether under a dif ferent
covenant with God t han did Moses. God
made a covenant wit Noah and commanded
him to build an ark accordin g to certain
specific designs. Through his obedience to
God Noah “became heir o f the
righteousness which is by faith” (Heb.
11:7). The covenant God m ade with Noah
was not binding on Abr aham nor was it
binding on Moses. Neither could you or I
expect to be pleasing to God by keeping the
same covenant and building us an ark and
capturing numerous animals to place
therein.
All the covenants which God has made
with man is for the m an, or the people, to
whom the covenants was given. Man is
amenable, or answerable, only to the law or
covenant which God has made with him. He
is never amenable to two dif ferent laws, at

the same time. For instance, once the
territory of the state of Tennessee was under
the jurisdiction of the state of North
Carolina. After T ennessee become a
sovereign state in 1796 its citizens were no
longer under the law of the Old North State.
They then became amenable to a new state
constitution and laws.
We recognize the Bible a nd its
divisions of the Old Testament and the New
Testament. We might properly identify
these testaments as the old covenant and
the new covenant, or t he old law and the
new law. Jesus refers to His relationship to
man as a “new testament” or covenant (Mat.
26:28—ASV). Christ “obtained a more
excellent ministry [than Moses], by how
much also he is the m ediator of a better
covenant, which was establ ished upon
better promises. For if that first covenant
had been f aultless, then should no place
have been sought for the second” (Heb. 8:68—with emphasis). For those who are in
Christ “old things are passed away; behold,
all things are becom e new” (2 Cor. 5:17).
These passages teach that the New
Testament is the new covenant which is
greater than the covenants and laws which
God had m ade with m an in previ ous
dispensations because it was est ablished
upon better promises, and administered by
a greater law giver and m ediator, Jesus
Christ. Christ took away the old covenant
and nailed it to His cross, it becoming dead
with Him (Col. 2:14).
The New Testament contains many of
the laws and promises which are also to be

found in the Old T estament. In both
covenants God has prom ised to love and
care for those w ho obey Him . In both
covenants He has set for th laws for
marriage, the sacredness of the hom e and
protection of society. The Old Testament
contains many laws not to be found in the
New Testament, and vice versa!
The question often is asked, “Are the
Ten Commandments binding on m an
today?” The answer is no. Old things are
passed away. The old law is m ade dead by
the sacrifice of Christ on the cross (2 Cor .

3:7-15; Rom. 7:1-6). Man now lives by a
new and living way. However; we find
many of the com mandments commonly
referred to as the Ten Commandments, all
save one—the Sabbath law, in the New
Testament. It is a sin to murder not because
it is one of the T en Commandments, but
because it is a law of the New Covenant
(Rom. 13:9). It is not a sin to not keep the
Sabbath (Saturday) because Go d doesn’t
command us to do so in the New Testament.
The following graph will illustr ate this
principle.

Moral Precepts
1.

Old Testament
Exodus 20:1-17
Thou shalt have no other gods befor e
me.

2.

Thou shalt not m ake unto thee a ny
graven image.

3.

Thou shalt not take the nam e of the
LORD thy God in vain.
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it
holy.

4.
5.

Honour thy father and thy mother.

6.
7.

Thou shalt not kill.
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

8. Thou shalt not steal.
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness.
10. Thou shalt not covet.

New Testament
1.

But to us there is but one God (1 Cor .
8:6; Acts 14:15).
2. Little children, keep yourselves from
idols (1 John 5:21).
3. ...swear not, neither by heaven, neither
by the earth, neither by any other oath
(Jam. 5:12).
4. (not binding as a law on those of the
New Testament dispensation).
5. Children, obey your parents in the Lord
(Eph. 6:1).
6. Thou shalt not kill (Rom . 13:9; 1 Pe t.
4:15).
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery (Rom.
13:9; 1 Cor. 9:9-10).
8. Thou shalt not steal (Rom . 13:9; Eph.
4:28).
9. Lie not one to another (Col. 3: 9; Eph.
4:25).
10. Covetousness, let it not be once named
among you (Eph. 5 3; Rom. 13:9).

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

160
190
159
132
$2310

Congratulations

Belated congratulations to Cindy Walker (Mrs. Scott) on the birth of her second son. Jon
Gabriel was born on December 29, 1983 at 8:49 a.m. an weighed in at 4 lbs. 7 1/2 oz. He spent
a total of three weeks in the hospital and cam e home last Friday m uch to the delight of his
parents and brother, Michael.
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This notice applies to every one, with the exception of the m embers of the Bellview
Church. This will be the only notice given.

Visitation Groups ONE and TWO
ZONE ONE
Zone Captains: Lewis & Christine Blair Phone: 453-9078
Assistants: Aaron & Margaret Crabb Phone: 944-2604

ZONE TWO
Zone Captains: Ray & Dot Dodd - Phone:
477-4079
Assistants: Henry & Paulette Born - Phone:
476-7339

Barton, Eula (lives with Faison’s)
Batten, Wanda (lives with Cozad’s)
Bigham, Harold
Bigham, Howell
Blair, Lewis & Christine
Brantley, Elward & Dot
Brantley, Garry & Carol
Cline, William S., Jean, Billy, Mary
Cozad, Harold & Alberta
Crabb, Aaron & Margaret
Faison, Bethea & Mildred
Janes, Michael W.
Jones, Rick, Becky, Melissa
Jones, Yvita
Miller, Max & Lillian
Nicholson, Neil
Pierce, Ray & Ethel
Priola, John & Donna
Ragsdell, Tyrone & Valerie
Simmons, A. J. & Cynthia
Stancliff, Fred & Rheba
Temple, Winston, Annette, Brad, Greta
Thornhill, Bill, Jackie, Jonathan, Stephen
Walker, Cindy (Mrs. Scott)

Bailey, Shirley
Brantley, Paul, Phyllis, Tanya
Brantley, Randy & Brenda
Caine, Jerry & Sharon
Cline, Louise (Mrs. Wm., Sr.)
Cunningham, Dick & Mary
Dodd, Rich
Faircloth, Tom & Cynthia
Gantt, Robin
Garrett, Charles, Lantice, Jessica, Laur a,
Rachel
Herrington, Louis & Jane
Hoffay, Karen, Lanet, Don, Jr.
Johnson, Howard & Vicki
Lindesmith, Jerry & Floy Dell
Matthey, Mary
Mulligan, Bill & Debbi
Percell, Steve & Dawn
Waites, Donna
Williams, Charles, Alice, Tina, Michael
Williams, George & Ida
Williams, Ray & Margie
Williams, Sarah

Visitation Groups THREE and FOUR
ZONE THREE
Zone Captains: Ervin & Marilyn Brantley Phone: 944-2184
Assistants: Randall & Joyce Johnson Phone:
456-6157

ZONE FOUR
Zone Captains: Richard & Linda Parker Phone:944-4001
Assistants: Pat & Thelm a Kelley - Phone:
456-2509

Brantley, Karen
Brantley, Hairston & Inez
Burgess, Charles & Robin
Bush, Charles, Catherine, Gregory
Coe, Ada Belle
Coss, Bill & Wilma
Crowe, Bill, Peggy, Bette
Crowson, James & Doris
Egan, Lavanda
Fleetwood, Allen J. & Vera
Huddleston, Daniel, Dorothy, Lisa, Brian
Johnson, Lori
Loy, James & Nancy
Malone, Rubin & Viola
Maxey, Harold & Elaine
Nall, Shelby, Jennette, Michele
Orr, Don, Sonja, Jeff, Richard, Teresa
Prosser, Inez
Simmons, Inez
Thompson, Rochelle

Boatwright, Mary
Davis, Danny, Carolyn(Dawn),Todd
Davis, Fred, Wanda, Sandy, Leon
Fell, Eugene & Emma
Gallaher, Bill & Iris
Rowland, Darlene
Ledford, Paul & Frances
Lewis, Lodema Sarah
Matheny, Robert & Carolyn
McCurdy, Bruce & Faye
Morris, Carl & Jane
Parker, Lee Ann & Terrell
Pierce, Malcolm & Helen
Staples, Lucille
Tenney, Bill & Lynda
Walp, Eugene & Claudine
Weekley, William, Betty, Ruth
Wilkins, Lee & Arena
Worley, Linda, Jay

A New Program

A planned visitation program is to be presented to the church. The Bell view Church has
been divided into four visitation groups which w ill allow for city wide visitation of the sick,
shut-ins, newcomers, and others, tore information about the program will be announced.
All young people are listed in their parents’ zone.

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

163
186
158
163
$3031

How We Gave

1/22/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00: (4) $10.00;
(3) $15.00; (7) $20.00; (3) $25.00; (1)
$28.00; (3) $30.00; (3) $35.00; (4) $40.00;
(1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (2) $45.00; (1)
$46.00; (2) $50.00; (2) $75.00; (1) $77.00;
(1) $80.00; (1) $83.00; (4) $100.00; (1)
$111.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00.
CURRENCY: (37) $1.00; (9) $5.00; (2)
$10.00; (1) $20.00. CHANGE: $3.24.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,360.24.
1/29/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (1) $7.00;
(5) $10.00; (3) $15.00; (5) $20.00; (5)
$25.00; (1)$28.00; (2) $30.00; (3) $35.00;
(1) $37.50; (3 ) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1)
$43.00; (2) $45.00; (1) $46.00; (3) $50.00;
(1) $65.00; (1) $68.00; (2) $75.00; (1)
$90.00; (6) $100.00; (1) $1 10.00; (1)
$111.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1)
$175.00; (1) $200.00. CURRENCY : (28)
$1.00; (10) $5.00; (1) $10.00; ( 2) $20.00.
CHANGE: $6.20. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $3,031.70.

Sick

Cynthia Simmons - at home
Inez Simmons - at home :
Jerry Maxey - hospitalized i n West
Germany
Rick Jones family
Charles and Greg Bush - flu
Linda and Terrell Parker
Robyn Burgess

Announcement

Zone One will meet in Room 5, Sunday
night, February 12 with brothers Bl air,
Dodd, and Miller.

“But if our gospel be hid, it
is hid to them that are lost: In
whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them”
(2 Cor. 4:3-4).

BISHOPS
Hairston Brantley
Harold Cozad
Bill Gallaher
Don Orr
Fred Stancliff
Eugene Walp
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February 9, 1984

Evolution

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.

Number 6

“Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” (1 Cor. 1:20).
irreversible process in time, which during its
Theory
course generates novelty, diversity, and
The word theory is from the Greek
higher levels of organization. It operates in
theoria, meaning, “viewing, a sight, a spec
all sectors of the phe nomenal universe but
evolutionary change is applied to all areas
has been most fully described and analyzed
of life: physical, mental, social and spiritual.
Ln the biological sector.”
Scientists and philosophers have se t
George Gaylord Simpson wrote:
down many and va rying definitions of
“Evolution is a fully natural process,
human evolution, that which we give par inherent in the physi cal properties of the
ticular consideration in this article.
universe, by which life arose in t he first
Herbert Spencer defined evolution:
place and by which all living things, past or
“Evolution is an integration of matter and a
present, have since developed, diver gently
concomitant dissipation of m otion during
and progressively.”
which the matter passes from an indefinite
Philip Mauro had other ideas about, the
incoherent homogeneity to a definite
theory of evolution. T o quote Mauro,
heterogeneity and during which the retained
“‘Evolution’ is a philosophical and specumotion undergoes a parallel translative theory, of recent origin, whereby it is
formation.”
sought to account for the various elem ents
Julian Huxley said: “Evolution i s
and compounds of the inorganic world, and
definable in general terms as a oneway,

also for the countless species of living
creatures in the organic world.”
“Although sometimes spoken of as a
‘scientific’ theory, evolution is not scientific; for science has to do only with facts.
Evolution belongs wholly in the realm of
speculative philosophy.”
The theory of evolution is presum ptuous. It assumes the existence of’ Matter
and Force, without the attem pting to
account for the origin of either.
However scientific the theory may
sound, it is not scientific; neither is it
theory. Evolution is exactly as Mauro
expressed it, “it belongs! whol ly in the
realm of speculative phil osophy.” Evolution Is not a science, but a philosophy.
Science is provable, philosophy is not, or ;
need not be provable.
Where Evolutionists Go Wrong
1. The evolutionist is guide d by philosophical theory rather than by scientific
knowledge.
2. There is a difference in scientific theory
and scientific fact. Scientific facts are
demonstrable. Evolution is not demonstrable.
3. People can believe in evolution but
they can’t prove their beliefs. Evolution

4.

5.
6.

7.

8.

cannot be proved.
The fact of life in its m any biological
forms can be taught just as well on the
premise of creation as i t can on the
theory of evolution.
There is no real evidence that evolution
ever has occurred.
The argument for evolution of species
is unscientific. Species must be closely
defined. In Genesis 1:1 1, we have,
“yielding fruit after his kind.” Here
kind is phylum—not species. Species
is a word of ambiguous meaning to the
evolutionist. The word cannot be used
synonymously with phylum.
We do have change through genes, that
is, changes, or di fferences in appearance, in phylum. However, there is
no crossing of phylum. Such has never
been recorded. Butterflies do not come
from elephants, neither do e lephants
come from guppies.
Why has evolut ion stopped? Why do
we not have creat ures today in a
transitional form? Is not Force and
Matter that generated the evolutionary
process still present and active today?
Then why not evolution?
(To be continued next week)

Visitation Program

Our visitation program is to be activated next week. Group One will meet Sunday for their
first group meeting and visitation assignment. It is very important that each one in Group One
assemble for the brief meeting.
A lot of work has gone into the program. Lewis Blair with Ray Dodd are co-ordinators of
the program. Arena Wilkins with Jackie Thornhill are visitation secretaries. They, we may be
sure, will faithfully execute their responsibilities. Let us do the same. Remember—can’t never
did, never will, do anything.

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

156
187
175
153
$3164

How We Gave

CHECKS: (2)$10.00; (1) $15.00; (8)
$20.00; (3) $25.00; (1) $28.00; (3) $30.00;
(1) $32.50; (3) $35.00 ; (3) $40.00; (1)
$42.00; (1) $43.00; (2) $45.00; (1) $46.00;
(1) $50.00; (1) $60.00; (1) $68.00; (2)
$75.00; (1) $77.00; (1) $80.00; (1) $95.00;
(6) $100.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$145.00; (1) $150.00; (1) $153.00; (1)
$288.00. CURRENCY: (35) $1.00; (6)
$5.00; (5) $10.00; (1 ) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 6 . 1 0 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$3,164.60.

Radio Gospel

Brother Melvin W hitehurst is now
presenting a gospel m essage over radio
station W.B.O.P. each Sunday m orning at
7:30. Hear him preach the word of
salvation.

Restored

Harold Bigham

Singing Class

Don’t forget the singing class that
brother Fred Davis is teaching. It m eets
Friday evening at 7:30.

Sick

Vera Fleetwood
A.J. & Cynthia Simmons
Inez Simmons
Sarah Williams
Linda Worley

Zone Info

Please add Bobby, Jackie, and S teven
Thompson to Zone Four. They were left off
inadvertently last week.

What Do You Do On
Sunday Night That Is
More Important Than
Worshipping God?

BISHOPS
Hairston Brantley
Harold Cozad
Bill Gallaher
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February 16, 1984

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.

Number 7

Pray, and Work On!
Fred House

Nehemiah was a man that exhorted and
encouraged the people to continue faithfully
working for God. It is stated that they would
“rise up and build” and “they s trengthened
their hands for this good work” (Neh. 2:1720). When we give notice of the great work
that Nehemiah did, there is one thing that
stands out in his life. He was a praying man.
Although he was doing this great w ork for
God and although he prayed to God, neither
he nor the wor k he was doing escaped
ridicule. It is said of the enemies that they
“laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and
said, What is this thing that ye do?... What
do these feeble Jews? ...if a fox go up, he
shall even break down their stone wall.”
Nehemiah prayed and worked on (Neh.
2:19-20; 4:1-3).

Ridicule is a m ost powerful weapon,
before which some cannot stand. When the
good King Hezeki ah sent men throughout
both Judah and Israel teaching and
exhorting the people to come to Jerusalem
and worship God “as it is written,” while
many repented and cam e, other laughed
these men “to scorn and m ocked them.”
Satan and his followers laughs to scorn,
mocks and ridicules today all who worship
God “as it is written” in the New T
estament,
and who seek to teach others to do the sam
e.
Such teachers and worshippers are
called by ridi culous names, are told that
they cannot accomplish much, and that
foxes can leap any wall, figuratively speaking, that the y may attempt to build. Satan
does this through human agencies and even

through many who claim to be the people of
God. Sad and strange it is that som e who
seem desirous of wo rking after t he New
Testament order of things cannot stand this
ridicule and mockery. They too often wither
under it, and turn to f ollow the popular
current.
As we read the book of Nehemi ah we
are pressed with the fact that Nehemiah was
a praying man. Instead of wilting under
ridicule and mockery, and running after the
fashionable and popular ways, let us pray ,

rely upon God, and work on!
May we use the ridicule and mockery to
help make us str onger. Did not Jam es
declare, “count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations; Knowing this, that the
trying of your faith worketh patience” (Jam.
1:2-3)! He who will not endure, or w ithstand the ridicule and the contradiction of
sinners against himself is unworthy of
Christ. Ridicule and mockery will come, but
may we always depe nd upon the Lord for
strength and help (Phi. 4:13; Heb. 4:16).

Who Is Going to Be First?
John Weekley

The other day my son, Chad, asked why
he was always last in some things at school.
We pointed out to him that things are done
alphabetically, and since his nam e begins
with “w” he will usually be last or one of
the last. This frustrated him. Seeking to
resolve the problem , I pointed out to him
that being at the last of the list is not bad
because Jesus i s at the last of the list in
Matthew’s genealogy. This consoled his
inquiry and prompted this bulletin article.
Someone has well said “to err is
human.” Along with this, we might add that
an unhealthy desire to be ifrst is childish and
can be evil. This does not mean that every
Christian should not try to climb up in life
and be success ful, for even out Lord had
ambition to improve Himself (Luke 2:52).
But, when we develop attitudes of wanting
to be first like the disciples did in Matthew
20, then we are headed in the wrong

direction. In this chapter Jam es and John
wanted to be first. The othe r disciples
became angry because t hey had the sam e
goal (Luke 22:23). Our Lord pointed out to
them how to be great i n the Kingdom. It is
accomplished through humility and service,
“whosoever will be great am ong you, let
him be your minister” (Mat. 20:26).
Wanting to be fi rst was one of the
things that destroyed King Saul in 1 Samuel
18:6-9, “And it came to pass as they came,
when David was returned fromthe slaughter
of the Philistine, that the wom en came out
of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to
meet king Saul,...the wom en answered...
Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his
ten thousands. And Sa ul was very wroth,
and the saying displeased him; and he said,
They have ascribed un to David ten
thousands, and to me... but thousands:...Saul
eyed David from that day and forward.” For

years Saul lived in hate and jealousy that
crushed his spiritua lity and judgm ent. He
died a miserable man. One of the reasons
was that he wanted to be first. Saul could
have used and trusted David more than any
man in his kingdom , unless it woul d have
been Jonathan or a faithf ul prophet like
Samuel. David was a m ulti-talented man.
He was brilliant, physically strong, wise , a
man of art in the music field, and more than
anything, a man after God’s own heart. Saul
had one of the most capable and loyal men
in David. But his desire to be first kept him

from seeing beyond his selfishness and
using David, instead of persecuting him. If
we follow the inspired words of Peter, we
will do fine. “Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due tim e” (1 Pet. 5:6). W hen
men strive for be ing first (i.e., in an evil
way) in earthly domains, there is much dirty
work, stepping on people, and politics
involved. But when God exalts us, it is pure,
clean, healthy and eternally for our good.
Leave being first to God.

The Psalm One: A Divine Contrast
Psalm 1:1-6

Introduction:
1. Psalms
a. By David, Solomon, One by Moses, Asap, and others
b. Prayers, Songs of glory, many different kinds of Psalms
2. Psalm One, the threshold Psalm to book of one hundred and fifty psalms
3. Psalm one and Sermon On Mount similar: speak of a kind of character of God’s people
I. SOME THINGS THAT MUST BE REFUSED
A. First great aim of life is to build character (cf. 2 Cor. 5:9)
B. Things must be refused to build godly character (v. 1)
1. Not walk in counsel of ungodly; with those who have no place for God
2. Not stand in way of the sinners
a. Sinners miss mark, pass over bounds set by God (1 John 3:4)
b. Such company blunts over spiritual sensitivity (1 Cor. 15:33)
3. Nor sit with scorners (scoffers): mockers, hold the godly in ridicule
C. Three successive steps to an evil life and ruin
1. Walk by—just to look-see
2. Stand—loiter long enough for Satan to seize (1 Pet. 5:8)
3. Sits in society of scorners: confirmed (2 Tim. 3:13)
D. Refuse these things if God’s blessings are to be enjoyed
II. SOME THINGS THAT ARE TO BE ACCEPTED

A. God’s people not ruled all together by “do nots”
B. God’s Word is accepted as a source of life, strength and guidance
1. Delights in the law (John 15:3; 6:63)
2. Meditates (1 Tim 4:15-16; Col. 3:17)
C. Results of such refusals—and acceptances
1. Like a tree—rooted, grounded against storms, steadfast, well fed
2. Fruitful—virorus, fruit-bearing, not blighted (John 15:8)
3. Leaf withereth not—An evergreen tree
4. Insured—shall prosper (Jam. 1:25)
III. THE WICKED ARE NOT SO (VV. 4-6)
A. Now a contrast of the evil—those who live by self will (Mat. 7:21-23)
B. Opposite of the righteous—not rooted, fed (cf. Jer. 2:13)
C. Real character revealed in the judgment (v. 5; cf. Mat. 5:24-27)
IV. JEHOVAH KNOWS
A. Galatians 6:7-8, Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, 2 Corinthians 5:10
B. The way
1. Of the righteous (Pro. 4:18)
2. Of the wicked (Pro. 4:19)
Conclusion:
1. Our desire (Psa. 1:1-3)
2. Encouraged to walk in righteousness

Gospel Meeting

Cantonment Church of Christ
February 17-19
Dave Mellor, Evangelist
(See schedule on bulletin board)

Visitation Group Two
Meets Sunday Night

Singing Class

Friday Evening: Seven to Nine

Sick

Mary Boatwright
Lee Ann Parker
Linda Parker
Inez Simmons
Brad Temple is in D.W. McMillan
Memorial Hospital in Brewton, Alabama
for tests.

Restored
Clyde Gott

Five Baptisms of the New Testament
Nature

Purpose

By

Subjects

Element Act

Duration
Ceased
before
Christ
Acts 19:3-5

John’s

Commandment To prepare
Luke 7:29-30 for Messiah
John 1:31
Luke 3:3-6
Acts 19:4

John
Penitent
Mark 1:5 Jews
Mark 1:4-5

Water
Immersion
John 1:26 Mark 1:10
John 3:23

Suffering

Experience
1. To bring
Mark 10:38-39 salvation
1 Pet. 2:24
2 Cor. 1:5-6
2. Resulting
glory
Heb. 12:2
2 Tim. 2:12

Wicked
Men
Acts 2:23
2 The.
3:1-2

Suffering Overwhelming 1. On the
Mark
Mat. 27:46-50 cross
10:39
Mat. 27:50
2. Till Jesus
returns
2 Tim. 3:12

Holy Spirit

Promise
Acts 1:4-5

1. To
Christ
empower for Mat. 3:11
special work
Acts 1:8
John 16:13
John 14:26
2 Cor. 12:12
2. To prove
God’s
acceptance of
Gentiles
Acts 11:15-18

Fire

Warning
Mat. 3:11-12

Punishment
Christ
Wicked
Fire
Overwhelming Everlasting
Mat. 25:45-46 Mat. 3:11 Mat. 3:10
Mat. 3:11 Rev. 20:15
Mat. 25:11
2 The. 1:7-8

Great
Commandment Forgiveness
Commission Mat. 28:19
Acts 2:38
Acts 2:38
1 Pet. 3:21

1. Jesus
Mark 10:38
2. His
followers
Mark 10:39

1. Apostles Holy
Overpowering Occurred
Acts 2:1-4
Spirit
Mat. 10:19-20 but twice
2. Cornelius’ Mat. 3:11 Acts 2:4
Acts 2:10
household
Each a
Acts 11:15special case
16

Disciples Penitent
Mat.
believers
28:19
Mark 16:16
Acts 2:38

Water
Acts
8:36-39

Immersion
Rom. 6:3-5

The end
Mat 28:1920
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Number 11

Are We the Only Christians?
Alan E. Highers

The answer to the title question is
dependent upon what is meant by the word
“we.” If the “we” refers to the church of the
New Testament, the body of Christ, the arts
we r to the question is an emphatic yes! This
must be the case because the Lord adds the
saved to the church (Acts 2:47). All the
saved are, therefore, in the church, and it is
unthinkable as well a s Scripturally impossible for one to be saved and not be in the
church. This is not a sectarian view of the
church; in fact, it is the onl y truly unsectarian concept which is possible if we are to
understand the nature of the New Testament
church and the meaning of the word “sect”
or “sectarian.”
It should be em phasized that the
foregoing is what has been taught in the past

by brethren who opposed a sectarian attitude
and who had a clear understanding of the
undenominational nature of the chur ch. F.
D. Srygley, an early e ditor of t he Gospel
Advocate, wrote profusely on the them e of
the church, and after his death m any of his
editorials which appeared from 1889 t o
1900 were compiled in a book entitled The
New Testament Church. It has often been
said that “few men had a clearer view of the
New Testament church and undenom inational Christianity than he.” Brothe r
Srygley wrote an editorial which was styled
“To be a Christian is to be in the Church,”
in which he said:
The point has often been m ade in
these columns that, accord ing to
the New Testament, one cannot be

a Christian and not belong to the
church, for the reason that t he
same process which m akes one a
Christian constitutes him a member of the church. The church is
the household or f amily of God,
and as such it includes and consists
of ,all the children of God (I T im.
3:14; Eph. 2:19-22; John 3:5). The
church is the body of Christ, and
every Christian is a m ember of it
(Col. 1:18, 24; Eph. 1:22-23; Rom.
12:1-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 4:14; John 15:1-10).
A generation later, another powerful
writer and speaker against sectarianism and
the sectarian attitude was G . C. Brewer.
Brewer was a s taff writer for the Gospel
Advocate, and he was one of the m ost able
and influential men in the c hurch. In his
book Foundation Facts and Primary
Principles, he stated the following:
Therefore the followers of Christ,
Christians, regenerated or saved
persons compose the c hurch. We
read that God added to the church
day by day those that were being
saved (Acts 2:47). Si nce this was
done each day as they w ere
saved—the same day they were
saved—it follows that no s aved
persons ever remained out of the
church overnight. The idea ther efore of being a saved person, a
Christian, and not being in the
church is not only unscriptural it is
absurd. One could no m ore be
saved and not be a dded to the
church than one could be born and

not thereby be added to the family
into which one is born.
These brethren understood that salvation is in the church, the body of Christ; and
although they were formidable opponents of
sectarianism and the sect arian spirit, they
never once supposed th at this opposition
was inconsistent with teaching that all the
saved are in the church.
During the several Tabernacle Meetings
in Nashville, N . B. Hardem an, known to
many as “the prince of preachers,” spoke
kindly and eloquently to the thousands who
attended. Over a twent y year period, from
1922 to 1942, there were five such meetings
in which the church and the simplicity of the
gospel were emphasized. More than two
hundred were baptized during the three
weeks of the first meeting in 1922. Brethren
would still do well to read the lofty
expression of scriptural principles enunciated in these m eetings, all five of which
were published in book f orm. Young
preachers especially should not be satisfied
until they have read and studied these
sermons. Guy N. Woods has stated, “T he
Hardeman Tabernacle Sermons, all things
considered, is the finest series of s ermons
ever published in the English language.”
Here are excerpts regarding the church:
No man yet, under the banner of
Christ, under the reign of Jesus
Christ as King, has ever been
saved except by virtue of the fact
that he has becom e a m ember of
the church of the Bible. Salvation
is not in the kingdom of Hi s
Satanic Majesty, but salvation is in
God’s family, and there are just the

For emphasis, I repeat it: God’s
church is God’s people who dwell
upon this earth. Every child of
God, therefore, is a member of the
church of God (Vol. III, p. 153).
These quotations which have been
given from Srygley, Brewer, and Hardeman
are not cited to pr ove that a thing is tru e
because they said it, but we earnestl y believe these st atements are appropriate
because: (1) what these brethren have stated
is true, and they have stated the trut h in a
succinct and forceful manner; (2) the
reasons given for their statements are sound,
Scriptural, and worthy of our consideration;
and (3) these st atements show what these
brethren believed, taught , and maintained
over the past seventy-five to a hundred
years, and, therefore, it cannot be suggested
that we have departed fromour original aim
when we ur ge and pr oclaim these same
principles today.

two (Vol. I, p. 227).
There is but one church built on
Jesus Christ, and that is the church
about which you read in the Bible
and of which every Christian on
earth is a m ember. With this we
ought to be content. When you become God’s child , let the m atter
there stop, so far as affiliation with
organizations religious are concerned; for, be it rem embered,
there is no Scripture, there is no
authority other than human, for the
existence of denom inations (Vol.
II, p. 245).
My friends, God’s church upon
this earth is God’s people whereever they are and whosoever they
may be. I wish that I could get that
across to you in such de finiteness
and concreteness as I now have in
mind.

Pentecost — Christianity’s Beginning Day
Before

No absolute remission
No Holy Spirit given
No Church built
No Body, no Head
No Covenant sealed
No inspired Apostles

P

E
N
T
E
C
O
S
T

After

Remission first offered
Holy Spirit first given
First Church built
Head & Body United
Covenant first sealed
Apostles first Inspired

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

169
197
173
170
$2728

How We Gave

CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (5) $10.00; (1) $12.00;
(3) $15.00; (4) $20.00; (5) $25.00; (1)
$28.00; (1) $30.00; (1) $32.00; (3) $35.00;
(3) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (3)
$45.00; (1) $46.00; (3) $50.00; (3) $60.00;
(3) $75.00; (5) $100.00; (1) $1 10.00; (1)
$111.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $136.00; (1)
$145.00. CURRENCY: (45) $1.00; (8)
$5.00; (1) $10.00; (2 ) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 8 . 0 4 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$2,728.04.

Directory Info

T h e f o l l o w i n g m e mb e r s h a v e n e w
addresses:
Sarah Williams - 6400 Bellview Pines
Way; 32506
Ray & Mar ge Williams - 6137 Pam
Avenue; 32506. Phone: 944-4431

Gospel Meeting

March 18-23
Jay Church of Christ
Jay, Florida
with Glen Purdy, Evangelist

Visitation Group Two

Will Meet Sunday Night for Their
Assignments

Sick

Eula Barton
Terrell Parker
Inez Simmons
Sarah Williams

Singing Class

Meets Sunday Afternoon at 3 P.M.
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A Prediction of Apostasy
1 Tim. 4:1-5
Grady Miller

The apostle Paul, in writing to the
young evangelist and his “son in the faith”
Timothy, sought to instruct the young man
in his labors on beha lf of the cause of
Christ. It was his wish that Timothy remain
for a time in Ephesus in order to safeguard
the faith some were seeking to distort (1
Tim. 1:3-4). It was his charge that Timothy
conduct himself as a good soldier in the
fight (1 Tim. 1:18; cf. 2 Tim. 2:3). It was his
prayer that Timothy hold on to his faith and
remain strong where others, suc h as
Hymenaeus and Alexander, had not (1 Tim.
1:19-20). To this end, and to give other
words of i nstruction, encouragement, and
warning (cf. 1 T im. 3:15), Paul wrote two
letters to his faithful co-worker.

In order that Timothy might make “full
proof” of his ministry (cf. 2 Tim. 4:5), Paul
gave divine instructions to the young m an
on a medley of matters. Still, the apostle’s
emphasis was on Timothy’s responsibilities
to the truth: he was to “command and teach”
the gospel (1 Tim. 4:11), live the gospel (1
Tim. 4:12), study and meditate on the truths
of the gospel (1 T im. 4:13, 15), T imothy
was to confront and oppose those who
would teach “other” doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3),
and withstand those who would subvert and
make shipwreck the faith of others (1 T im.
1:19-20; cf. 2 Tim. 2:14). N o doubt there
were some who objected to Timothy being
a “watchdog” but, so be it; Timothy was to
“so do” (1 Tim. 1:4).

In spite of the best ef forts of Paul and
Timothy there would be a departure from
the faith. W ithin the very congregation
where Paul had labored for some two years
(Acts 19:10), Timothy now m inistered (1
Tim. 1:3), and to whose elders the apostle
had years before delivered a solem n
warning concerning false teachers and their
threat to the faith (Acts 20:28-31), som e
were already pressing a corrupted gospel.
And, in the years to c ome (“latter times”),
others would depart from the faith. The
certainty of this com ing apostasy was
revealed to the apostle to the Gentiles:
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared
with a hot iron; Forbidding to m arry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which
God hath created t o be received with
thanksgiving of t hem which believe and
know the truth. For every creature of Godis
good, and not hing to be refused, if it be
received with thanksgiving: F or it is
sanctified by the word of God and prayer”
(1 Tim. 4:1-5).
These points are certain from this
passage. First, this apostasy or departure
from the faith would be typical of the
“latter times.” It was Paul’s view that the
“last days” (the Christian Dispensati on, or
the “gospel age”) would be “perilous times”
(2 Tim. 3:1). It was his teaching that the
Lord would not com e until a f alling away
took place (2 The. 2:3). This point deserves
our careful attention for her e is the correct
interpretation of what m ight be called

Church History; here is the key to understanding the centuries w hich have passed
since Jesus buil t His church; this best
explains why believers in Jes us today are
split and splintered into hundreds of
different camps while the primitive church
sought to maintain the “unity of the Spirit”
(Eph. 4:3). Here is the genius of the
Restoration Movement, and the most basic
of all restoration principles. Jesus built His
church and established a pattern of doctrine;
men soon departed from those “old paths”
and the passing centur ies spawned new
churches, new doctrines; attempts to reform
and correct these apostate bodies and false
beliefs proved uns uccessful; it was then
determined to bypass the apos tasy altogether and return to the faith of the New
Testament age.
Second, this apostasy would be
advanced by false teachers. Some would
depart from the faith because they would be
wooed and seduced into error by men Paul
branded as lairs and hypocrites, beyond the
prick of conscience by reason of their
devotion to a false way . Paul ha d warned
the Ephesian elders that “Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples af ter them”
(Acts 20:30). Just as the kingdom of God
increases when men sow the good s eed of
the Word of God (Luke 8; 11), so too error
and apostasy multiplies when false teachers
sow their destructive seed. Timothy was to
stop such men from teaching their doctrine
(1:3); Titus was to ordain elders in Crete
that would be able to protect the flock from
the “unruly and vain talke rs and deceivers,...Whose mouths must be stopped”

(Tit. 1:10-11). The false teacher is not to be
given free reign among God’s people; elders
will provide them with neither platform nor
audience, and faithful gospel preachers will
not defend them!
Third, this apostasy predicted by Paul
would feature the abuses of asceticism.
Some would be enticed and attracted by the
supposedly superior spirituality of selfdenial. They would a rgue that those who
enjoy the physical and emotional pleasures
of marriage and the eating fles h were
inferior in com mitment and delinquent in
knowledge. The history of the early
centuries in the Christian Era reveals that
the Gnostic heresy—already begun in Paul’s
day—emphasized the ascetic extreme. Other
false ways in the com ing centuries would
revive this ancient error, including Roman

Catholicism.
In light of this divine prediction of
apostasy one might ask what protection does
the child of God haveagainst error? Can the
false prophet be resisted? Are departures
from the f aith inevitable? Is the church
defenseless against the wiles of the Devil?
We urge that the ke y to Timothy’s faithfulness applies to th e church of any and
every age; Timothy was to abide in “the
doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16); Paul assured him
that by doing this “thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee.” The
apostle, after warning the Ephesian elders of
the coming apostasy, commended them to
the Word of God “which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance among all
them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).

May One Congregation Withdraw from
Another?
W. N. Jackson

My question is certainly appropriate
today, for in observing discussi ons on
discipline, and noting what is covered in
question-and-answer sessions over the
brotherhood, this com es up. W hile it is
encouraging that men are interested in the
discipline the Lord teaches, it is dis couraging to note that m any men very
quickly answer the question, “No, one
congregation cannot w ithdraw from another.” Let’s look at this for a brief time.
Really, the question is not basically

centered on “congreg ational action” as
revealed in th e New Testament, but it
centers on “discipline” and “fellowship” as
the Lord reveals it. The rule of God is that
we are to have no fellowshi p with the
unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 5:1 1);
other information is given by John in telling
us that we cannot fellows hip, bid God
speed, to any who bring not the doctrine of
Christ (2 John 9-1 1). The works of darkness in Ephesians 5:11 are not specified as
works done by one man, by several, or by a

host of men. The number involved in the
darkness doesn’t matter; we are not to fellowship such. And, in 2 John , do we really
think that we are forbidden fellowship when
one man teaches error , or six m en, but
somehow if they forma congregation of 150
men, the rules do not apply??
Brethren surely don’t think before they
speak, oftentimes. Imagine the cas e in 1
Corinthians 5, and the fornicator at Corinth.
Fellowship was to be withdrawn from this
man. Suppose he persisted in his sins, and
found 15 other couples also living in
adultery, and they founded a congregation.
In that congregation’s work the people lived
in adultery, glorified in their adultery ,
taught adultery as an acceptable lif estyle,
etc. But a neighboring congregation in the
same community could not withdraw fe llowship from these adulterers; the supposition is that fellowship m ay be continued
with them. Amazing! You cannot then

maintain fellowship with an in dividual
fornicator, but you can keep fellowship with
200 of them! Who can believe it!
Once more we see where Satan is going
with this. A rebellious and disobedient child
of God can flee from one congregation and
escape the applied discipline there, and he
can find refuge in some other congregation.
In that last congregation, he and others can
be as sinful and ungodly as they wish, and
escape all discipline in this lif e, for a
faithful congregation in that sam e community—say two blocks away—cannot
withdraw from them because of their
sinfulness! We do not believe the Lord
authored such a system. He tells us that our
fellowship is restricted, and it is so whether
we are speaking of one m an, six m en, 60
men or 600 men! We would ask, and await
an answer: “Why will not the Lord’s will
apply broadly and yea, even worldwide?”

Responses

Ricky Jones, son of Rick and Becky Jones, was baptized into Christ Thursday night, April
12. Douglas Hoffay, son of Karen Hoffay, was baptized into Christ Tuesday night, April 24.
Claudius and Reeby Janes, Peggy Ballard and Candace Rodgers were restored on Thursday
night, April 12.

Vacation Bible School
June 18-22

Bellview Preacher Training School Lectureship
May 13-17
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Don Orr
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Eugene Walp
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SUNDAY:
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It Has to Be!
Grady Miller

There can be no m ore impressive or
awe inspiring passages in all the Bible than
those verses which declare the m atchless
power of the Alm ighty God. One cannot
help but be moved by such descriptions of
the Lord as that found in Job 9:4-10.
He is wise in heart, and mighty in
strength: who ha th hardened
himself against him , and hath
prospered? Which removeth the
mountains, and they know not:
which overturneth them in his
anger. Which shaketh the earth out
of her place, and the pillars thereof
tremble. Which commandeth the
sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth
up the stars. W hich alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth

upon the waves of the sea. W hich
maketh Arcturus, O rion, and
Pleiades, and the chambers of the
south. Which doeth great things
past finding out; yea, and wonders
without number.
Very often men will acknowledge the
omnipotence of God in their speech. N o
doubt you have heard someone say, “If God
wanted to do such-and-so, He could have
done such-and-so.” In the m ain, such
comments reflect a healthy recognition of
the absolute power of God. We believe that
if God did not m ake something to be a
particular way, it was because He chose not
to and not because He could not. This view
of the power of Deity rings true with Jesus’
own declaration that “with God all things

are possible” (Mark 10:27).
And yet, the student of the Bible will
also realize that there are certain limitations
to what God can and will do. For example,
it is impossible for God to act contrary t o
His nature. The apostle Paul af firmed that
God “cannot lie” (Tit. 1:2; cf. Heb. 6:18). It
is impossible for a good God to commit an
evil deed. Furthermore, our God cannot and
will not act in such a manner that is foolish,
nonsensical or arbitrary. In this sense, God
cannot put a square peg in a round hole.
Just so, we suggest that God has
followed certain courses that just have to be;
even God Himself could not have acted in
any other way. There are certain thing s
which are that must be. It is not correct to
suggest that God could have done certain
things in other ways if only He had wanted
to.
God could not have made a different
world than this world and still have
accomplished His purpose in respect to
man. By t his we do not m ean, of course,
that God could not have placed two moons
in the heavens instead of one, m ade the
earth three quarters land rather than water ,
or even made man with wheels instead of
feet. Instead, we have in m ind the m oral
nature of our world: a place w here good
things can happen to bad people and bad
things happen to good people; a place of
testing and trial, success and setbacks; a
place where men can exercise freedom of
choice and either serve God or reject Him.
Certainly, man has wrestled with! this
“problem of evil and suf fering” all of hi s
days upon the earth. The unbeliever
imagines it to be incontrovertible proof that

the God of the Bible does not exist. Still, the
believer realizes that God did not intend for
there to be a “hedge” about His children to
protect then from every injury and insult. If
God had made such a world Satan’s accusation against the righteous would stand
(Job 1:9-11). A world emptied of all sorrow,
suffering, temptation and death would be a
world without testing and trial, sacrifice,
and even the possibility offailure. Certainly,
God could create such a world; the Christian
has reason to believe heaven is such a place
(cf. Rev. 21:4). Yet, this world was not
made to be either heave n or haven for the
saints of God. This world is perfect for what
God meant for it to be: a place for His
children to prepare th emselves to inhabit
eternity!
God could not provide a way of
salvation other than through the sacrifice
of His only begotten Son, Jesus. Our Lord
prayed three tim es in Gethsem ane (Mat.
26:36-44) that His cup of suffering might be
removed if at all possible; it was not. Would
not the F ather have spared His Son the
agony of the cross if it were possible? The
story of man’s salvation is written with
Jesus’ own blood. I t took the blood of the
sinless Son of God spilled in willing
sacrifice to appease the wrath of a just God
and secure redem ption for fallen m an.
“Much more then, being now just ified by
his blood, we shall be saved fr om wrath
through him” (Rom. 5:9). Indeed, “with his
stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).
The justice of God demands that
there must be a resurrection of the dead
to stand in divine judgment, an eternal
heaven and an eternal hell. The believer of

the Bible accepts this , of course, because
Jesus said so (John 5:28- 29; Mat. 25:46).
That is enough. Nevertheless, this must also
come to pass because i t is no m ore than
simple justice. O ur God m ust punish the
wicked and reward the righ teous; “The
LORD preserveth all them that love him: but
all the wicked will he destroy” (Psa.
145:20). Since it is obvious that full justice
is not served in this life on earth, where the
wicked sometimes prosper (Psa. 73:12; Jer.
12:1) and the godly are persecuted (2 T im.
3:12; 1 Pet. 4: 16), there must be a tim e to

come when th e scales of justice will be
balanced. At that time the ungodly will be
overthrown and the godly vindicated. It can
be no other way.
The Bible indeed reveals unto m an an
all powerful God, the creator of heaven and
earth. There is no force in all the universe
capable of restrain ing Him from the free
exercise of His divine will. And yet, there
are some things He can neither do nor undo.
Not even God could or would have acted in
any other way. It just has to be!

Our Record
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(2) $35.00; (5 ) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1)
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4/29
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Mr. and Mrs. James Richard Parker
invite you to share in the ceremony
uniting their daughter
Lee Ann Parker
and
Mr. Steven Dane Thompson
Friday, the eighteenth of May
nineteen hundred and eighty-four
at seven-thirty o’clock
Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola, Florida
Reception immediately following the ceremony
The Harvest House
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Marching Without Music
Frank Starling

“And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased; and he that shall hum ble himself
shall be exalted” (Mat. 23:12).
It has been said that Benedict Ar nold
was a f ar better general than Geor ge
Washington. He was a more handsome man
and a more interesting conversationalist.
But, he had one conspicuous weakness—he
was unable to “march without music.”
Whenever General B enedict Arnold per formed a task in a com petent manner, he
expected praise and acclaim and if they
were not forthcom ing he would sulk and
become grievously depressed.
In the hurried action of war there were
times when the f eats of General Arnold
went unnoticed. This hurt in his m ost vital
spot, his vanity. So, com mitted a te rrible

act—he quit his job and placed the secrets
of his country in the hands of the enemy.
Many people, and som e of them are
members of the Lord’s church, are a lot like
General Arnold. If things don’ t go to suit
them, or if they feel th at they have been
neglected or slighted, or that their talents are
not being appreciated, they sell out to the
devil. It is evident that such people will not
work unless they are “in the limelight.”
Now, beloved, we all like the sweet
music of appl ause and we should give
“honor to whom honor is due,” but let’s
always remember when applause doesn’t
come promptly and when people seem not
to notice, the real m an or woman of God,
the worthy indivi dual, marches on—
without the music!

Solos and Group Singing Are
Not According to God’s Pattern
David Holland

Serious Bible students know that for a
person’s activity in or out of wor ship service to be acceptable to God, he m ust do
whatever he does according t o God’s
standard for that acti vity. 1 John 9 forever
settles that question.
Bible investigation reveals God’s
expectations for specific acts of worship and
established patterns or forms by which those
acts are to be carried out. To go beyond the
teachings of Christ by attempting to offer an
act of worship not authorized by Scripture
has seldom been thought of by those of the
Restoration Movement. On the few
occasions when such thought s have been
expressed they were soundly defeated with
a demand for a “thus saith the Lord.” Thus,
only those five acts of worship are allowed
in the worship services of the churches of
Christ: prayer, teaching, singing, giving, and
communion (Acts 2:42; Eph. 5.19; 1 Cor .
16:1; Mat. 26:26f; 1 Cor. 11:17ff).
The intent of this article is to warn
against the failure to have a “thus saith the
Lord” for the pat tern used in the carrying
out of those authorized acts of worship. It is
vital that Christians observe the Lord’s
Supper. He commanded such in Matthew
26:26f and other pa ssages. It is equally
important that the would-be worshipper
observe the Lord’s Supper with the proper
attitude and proper objects. Only
unleavened bread and fruit of the vine have

been authorized by God. Coke and potato
chips will not suf fice regardless of one’s
attitude. A “thus saith the Lord” settles the
question as noted in Matthew 26:26f.
Likewise, prayer has a pattern, Man is
to address God through the nam e of Christ
(Col. 3:17); not through God’s name, not in
man’s name—in the na me of Christ. It
matters not if m an prays publicly or
privately. He must follow the p tern of
prayer.
Teaching also has a form (Rom. 6:17).
Man is not perm itted to teach anything he
chooses in the name of Christ. Neither is he
allowed to use dishonest means in attempts
to teach the doctrines of Christ (Col. 3:17).
The offering of gifts is discussed by
God in 2 Corinthians 9 and 1 Corinthians
16. The intent, the amount, the method are
discussed, Man has not been left to his own
choosing in this matter. Giving according to
the pattern of God is vit al; not by raf fles;
not a business; not taxation, but freewill
giving.
The Bible also gives instructions for
singing in worship. Again, the pattern is to
be followed ( Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor .
14:15; Heb. 13:15 Jam . 5:13; Acts 16:25) .
In every passage the text demands singing;
not singing and playing, or playing instead
of singing. It is always singing.
In every case, public or private, the
pattern is to be f ollowed. Please note that

the pattern also in cludes such things as
singles and multiples participating in these
acts of worship. Examples of prayer include
one praying to G od alone (John 17);
multiples praying to God with one leading
the prayer (1 Cor . 14). Never do we find
multiples praying as multiples! Teaching is
found in the f orm of one teaching another
(Acts 8); and one teaching m ultiples (Acts
2). Never do we find m ultiples teaching
multiples at the same time. Each is to take
his turn in speaking (1 Cor . 14). Giving is
always within the pattern. Each gives as he
has prospered (1 Cor. 16). No one can give
for another, or tax another , When communion is taken to the sick, the same pattern

is followed as in the worship service. Each
participant partakes of the unleavened bread
and the f ruit of the vine in the proper
attitude (1 Cor. 11). Singing, also, has its
pattern—the individual singing to God for
the purpose of praising His nam e and
rejoicing(Jam. 5:13); multiples singing to
God (Eph. 5:9), and in the process of
teaching and admonishing one another (Col.
3:16). Nowhere in Scripture is the re permission for one to sing to m ultiples, or for
multiples to sing to multiples in the worship
service of our Lord. Thus, solos and group
singing are not according to the pattern of
God.

Satan’s World and His People
Introduction:
1. Many people know little of Satan and his power over them.
2. In warfare: “Know your enemy.”
I. SATAN IS A REAL PERSONALITY
A. Genesis 3:1-4
B. Ezekiel 28:11-17
C. Totally evil (Acts 13:10)
D. Man’s arch enemy (cf. Rev. 12:10)
E. Great deceiver (Rev. 12:9; 2 Cor. 11:3)
II. THE WORLD IS SATAN’S DOMAIN
A. Job 1:7; cf. 1 Peter 5:8
B. He is spoken of as:
1. Prince of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)
2. The prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2)
3. The god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4)
C. He promises the world for those who bow to him (cf. Mat. 4:8-9)
D. His domain is a sinful world under an evil power (Gal. 1:4; 1 John 5:19)
III. VICTIMS OF SIN BECOME HIS CHILDREN
A. Man not drawn mysteriously or miraculously

B. James 1:14, 15; Romans 6:16; John 8:44
C. Identified by service to and captivity of the world (Eph.2:2c)
IV. ULTIMATELY DOOMED TO THE POWER OF CHRIST
A. Victory over sin and Satan only in Christ
B. Satan’s victims given freedom and life by Christ
C. Satan and his servants doomed to eternal fire (Mat. 25:41)
Conclusion:
1. There are two great forces in the world
a. Sin, evil and destruction—Satan
b. Righteousness and salvation—Christ
2. There are two choices to be had
a. Sin unto death
b. Obedience unto righteousness
3. All make a choice
a. None are neutral
b. You have made your choice
c. Wrong choice can be changed (Jam. 4:7)

Sick

Sarah Williams is in the West Florida Hospital, Room 627. She will be in for at least five days.
Claudius Janes is still very ill. Prayers are requested in his behalf.

Response

Charles Garrett came forward Wednesday evening asking for the prayers of the congregation.
THE PANTRY IS NEED OF CANNED GOODS, ESPECIALLY CANNED MEATS.
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Lectureship Now Is History
Winston C. Temple

The Bellview Preacher T raining
School’s Tenth Annual Lectureship is now
a matter of history. It was conducted May
13-17, 1984. There were thirty-one speakers
who delivered thirty-three sermons. Our
theme was “The Preaching Of The Cross.”
Truly it w as a lectureship f illed with
sermons which pointed us back to the cross
of the Ch rist. Brother Max Miller , the
Director of the school, was responsible f or
the setting forth of the great them e of the
lectureship. Due to the fact that there is so
much division in the brotherhood, br other
Miller felt that if sermon after sermon could
be delivered on vital t opics concerning the
cross, many would be drawn closer to the
cross, and would fi nd unity therein. It
appears that he was correct in his thinking.

The sermons caused those present to look
backward to the Christ and the cross, upward to God who gave His Son, inward in
regard to self, and outward in regard to
preaching the cross to others.
Brother Max Miller was not able to be
with us in the lectureship. He entered the
Veterans Medical Hospital in Nashville,
Tennessee on Sunday, May 13, the day our
lectureship started. On the f ollowing
Tuesday, he went into sur gery. Five bypasses to his heart were suc cessfully
performed by the sur geons. Many praye rs
went up before the throne of God in behalf
of our brother. At the tim e of this writing
(Monday, May 21), brother Miller is still in
intensive care. Hopefully, he will be moved
out to a lesser c ritical intensive care unit

tomorrow. We are thankful to God for His
blessings and watc h-care over brother
Miller during the sur gery, and we will
continue to pray for his speedy recovery.
We wish to express our appreciation to
all of the speaker s for their well prepared
and well delivered addresses. We also wish
to thank our elders for their foresight and
wisdom in permitting us to have a lectureship each year. A special note of thanks is
extended to the ladies of t he congregation
for the fine noon meals which were prepared

and served each day . Further, we wish to
thank those men who worked very hard to
prepare the grounds and building for the
lectureship. And, last but not least, we want
to thank the Bellview congrega tion for the
support, both financially and spiritually,
which they rendered during this f east of
good things.
It is a n honor and a privilege to be a
part of the Bellview congregation. We pray
that God will continue to bless us as we try
to serve Him in His kingdom.

The Judgment

“For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad”
(2 Cor. 5:10).
How sobering the words, “For we must
all appear bef ore the judgment seat of
Christ.” Words that should cause every soul
to stop a moment and anticipate that
moment when he shall face the Christ and
hear His judgm ent pronounced. Many are
unfair to themselves and will not seriously
think of t hat coming time. Others have
deceived themselves into thinking that some
way some how they shall escape the judgment. Judgment for others, yes; judgm ent
for me, no! is perhaps the unconscious
attitude of the reader of these very words.
Some have successfu lly deceived t hemselves into thinking that there will b e no
judgment for them, especially a judgment of
eternal condemnation. O’ fools!

Just as certain as is the existence of
God, just as surely as God raised Christ
from the grave, so also the judgme nt. The
apostle Paul told skeptical Athenian
philosophers that G od “hath appointed a
day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men, in that he hath raised himfrom
the dead” (Acts 17:31). The time—the very
day—judgment has already been determined
and is unalterably set in the m ind of the
Almighty. How near are we to that day?
With the passing of ea ch moment of tim e
we approach that day of doom —or joy.
Which will it be for you?
All souls that have ever lived shall
stand before that Righteous Judge: “before
him shall be gathered all nations” (Mat.
25:32), John, looking down the corridors of
time and into eternity , saw us all there:
“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened:

and another book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead we re judged out
of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works. And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it; and death
and hell delivered up the dead which were
in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works” (Rev. 20:12-13).
There stands you—and I. There will be no
escape.
Every sin and vestige of evil will come
before the All Knowing One “For God
shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret t hing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil” (Ecc. 12:14). He “will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts” (1 Cor. 4:5); “ God shall judge the
secrets of men” (Rom. 2:16). Hidden sins of
the past will be judged; secret thoughts of
the heart will be revealed in judgment. All
things shall be laid bare.
The eventual and certain judgm ent be
unlike any other. It will be in accordance to
man’s judgment of prejudice, anger or envy.
It not be a judgm ent of r etaliation. Our
ultimate judgment will be by “Lord, the
righteous judge” (2 Tim. 4:8; Rom . 2:5).
Paul, the apostle, reveals m uch for our
understanding on this sure experie nce before us. In Romans chapter two he tells us
“that the judgment of God is according to
truth” (v. 2). Creeds, theological dodges, “I
thought” and “I feel” will have n o con-

sideration at the judgment. Furthermore, in
verse six he reveals that the righteous
judgment of God will be rendered “to every
man according to his deeds.” This includes
the good and righteous works of God which
man has done as well as the evil works of
Satan done by man.
He relates that t he judgment will be
without partiality “For there isno respect of
persons with God” (Rom. 2:1 1). His unfaithful children will be condemned with the
heathen. Israel, as such, finds no s pecial
favor here. All will receive the same just
and right consideration. For this we should
be grateful. Finally, Paul said the judgment
will be “ according to my gospel” (Rom.
2:16). Christ Jesus is t he Savior of those
who obey His gospel (He b. 5:9); for those
who obey it not He comes “with his mighty
angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 The.
1:7-8). The gos pel indeed is to be believed—and more so, it is to be obeyed.
The Day has been set though we know
not that day. We do know we all will appear
before the judgm ent seat. Let us be wise
creatures and now in our days rem aining
prepare for that tim e so that we m ay hear
the blessed words of our Savior, “come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.”

Our Record
Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

5/13
216
250
222
170
$3076

5/20
158
183
154
230
$2801

How We Gave

5/13/84 - CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (6) $10.00;
(1) $12.00; (2) $15.00; (4) $20.00; (7)$25.00; (1) $28.00; (1) $30.00; (1) $32.00;
(3) $35.00; (4) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1)
$43.00; (1) $45.00; (1) $46.00; (3) $50.00;
(1) $60.00; (2 ) $75.00; (1) $80.00; (8)
$100.00; (1) $101.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1)
$120.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $290.00.
CURRENCY: (42) $1.00; (12) $5.00; (2)
$10.00; (3) $20.00. CHANGE: $4.24.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $3,076.24.
5/20/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (5) $10.00;
(1) $12.00; (1 ) $15.00; (1) $15.00; (1)
$16.50; (3) $20.00; (7) $25.00; (1) $28.00;
(2) $30.00; (1) $32.00; (3) $35.00; (2)
$40.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $45.00;
(1) $46.00; (3) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (2)
$60.00; (3) $75.00; (5) $100.00; (1)
$110.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$136.00; (1) $145.00; (1) $153.00.
CURRENCY: (23) $1.00; (7) $5.00; (2)
$10.00; (3) $20.00. CHANGE: $2.01.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,801.51.

Responses

Mabel Henderson placed her
membership with us on May 6. Her address
and phone num ber are as follows: 3035
Boulder Avenue, Lot 13-A, 32506; 9443413. She will be in ZONE 3.
Mary Ann Cropper c ame forward
Sunday, May 13, stating t hat she has not
been faithful as a Chr istian and asking for
the prayers of the members of church.

Sympathy

Our sincere heartfelt sym pathy to the
Williams family upon the death of Sarah.
She passed from this life Monday morning,
May 21. The funeral was held Wednesday.

Miller Update

Brother Miller is now in a regular room
and is continuing to improve.
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The Unity of the Body of Christ

“And the m ultitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one soul”
(Acts 4:32). That whi ch was said of the
Christians of the fi rst century forever
defines and exem plifies the unity of the
body of Christ which is in accord with the
will of heaven. Believers of “one heart and
one soul” was t he answer to the fervent
prayer of our Lord, “That they a ll may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they als o may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me”
(John 17:21).
All those who plead for a return to the
New Testament way of worship and service
in His body, yen for the unity which was
displayed in the Jerusalem church of the
first century. This unity is base d on God’s
Word and as such re jects strife, division,
heresy and every aspect of denom ina-
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tionalism. There is nothing indicative of the
four hundred (more or less) religious bodies
being united in the one body (Eph. 4:4).
Christ’s prayer of John 17 was not for t he
denominations to be in union but that
believers were to be united. He prayed for
those disciples who be lieved in Him and
were baptized (Mark 16:16); those who by
one Spirit had been baptized into one body
(1 Cor. 12:13; Rom . 6:3). The denominations can never be united in the body of
Christ for as one comes into that body one
loses his identity with any f ormer denomination or name he may have held.
After our Lord had es tablished His
church, which is His body (Eph. 1:22-23),
His inspired am bassadors, the apostles,
continued to pray and plead for the unity of
the body. The c hurch of t he first century
was extolled to “be of the same m ind and

the same judgment; to strive together for the
faith of the gospel; endeavoring to keep the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace; there
should be no schism in the body.”
There are those today in the brotherhood of Christ who speak of unity in
division: (they c all it unity in diversity).
They mean there can be unity in the body of
Christ although there is a complete failure to
“all speak the same thing,” to “be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). The apostles
reproved every divers ion from the New
Testament Scripture. They nowhere approved “unity in diversity .” The inspired
apostles would not allow the Jews to bring
Moses law and circumcision into the
brotherhood of Christ (Acts 15:1-2, 28);
neither could the church at Thyatira
fellowship “that wom an Jezebel, w hich
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to
seduce my servants” (Rev. 2:20). Every
departure from New Testament teaching and
practice was rejected by the early church,
and must also be rejected by the ch urch
today.
Those who clam or for “unity in
diversity” (proponents of dividing and
destroying the chur ch of Chr ist) are false
teachers. They are to be marked for their
philosophy and teaching that is “contrary to
the doctrine which ye have learne d [New
Testament teaching]; and avoid them ”
(Rom. 16:17).
Why did Christ and His inspired coworkers emphasize the unity of the body?
Was it simply that they want the church to
be at peace and have quiet and peaceable
environment? It was this much more. Where

the spirit of strife prevails and the body is
torn by dis unity the work of salvation is
greatly disrupted or be comes nil. The
divided body loses its intere st in saving
souls, edifying itself in the faith or in caring
for the needs of suf fering humanity, strife
torn church is one that cannot re ceive the
things of a spi ritual nature. Such was the
church at Corinth and received the
admonition of Paul, “And I, brethren, could
not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as
unto carnal,.... For ye are yet carnal: for
whereas there is among you envying, and
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and
walk as men?” (1 Cor. 3:1-3). James further
admonishes, “For where envying and strife
is, there is confusion and every evil work”
(Jam. 3:16). Disunity in any form opens the
door foil Satan to gain an entrance, and as
the spirit of Satan invades the body the spirit
of Christ makes an exit. Brethren can’t war
and wrangle i n the body and not hurt the
Christ.
Unity of the body is absolutely
necessary for the proper functioning of the
body. Every part of the body should supply
its part to the effectual working of the body
that it might be edified or made stronger. In
this unified body there is closeness,
harmony and love. David speaks words
which fill every affectionate heart that loves
and strives for unity when he said, “Behold,
how good and how pleasantit is for brethren
to dwell together in unity!” (Psa. 133:1).
Where there is unity in the body there is
also to be found the power, aim, desire and
ability for that body to ful fill its divine
mission of redemption among the lost souls
of the world. Every part, (every member) of

the body has an individual responsibility in
contributing to this uni ty by walking in
truth. Certainly elders, deacons, preachers,
and teachers can see their responsible part,

but cannot we all realize our part in
supplying our i ndividual measure of love,
devotion, peace, faithfulness and fellowship
in His body.

The Lord’s Supper
Winston C. Temple

Please observe the following New
Testament teachings:
(1) Its Name—“the Lord’s supper” (1 Cor.
11:20).
(2) Its Institution—on the night of
Christ’s betrayal (1 Cor. 11:23; Mat.
26:26-29).
(3) Its Place—in the worship of the New
Testament church (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor .
11:20-26).
(4) Its Elements—unleavened bread and
the fruit of the vine (Luke 22:19-20).

(5) Its Purpose—as a memorial to remind
the followers of Christ of His death (1
Cor. 10:16; 1 Cor. 11:24-26).
(6) Its Participants—those who have been
added to Christ’s church (Acts 2:42; 1
Cor. 11:20).
(7) Its Manner of Observation—selfexamination and proper discernment of
the Lord’s body on t he part of t he
participant (1 Cor. 11:27-31).
(8) Its Frequency—upon the first day of
the week (Acts 20:7).

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

176
211
177
171
$3300

How We Gave

CHECKS: (1) $4.00; (1) $5.00; (4) $10.00;
(3) $15.00; (1) $16.00 ; (6) $20.00; (5)
$25.00; (1) $28.00; (3) $30.00; (1) $32.00;
(1) $35.00; (1) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1)
$43.00; (1) $45.00; (1) $46.00; (7) $50.00;
(1) $51.00; (1 ) $60.00; (2) $75.00; (1)
$80.00; (6) $100.00; (1) $105.00; (1)
$109.00; (1) $1 10.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$145.00; (1) $150.00; (1) $153.00; (1)
$205.00. CURRENCY: (51) $1.00; (8)
$5.00; (1) $10.00; (2) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 5 . 7 1 . T O TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$3,300.71.

New Members

Dusty and Sandra Wilkes placed their
membership with us Sunday , May 27.
Sandra is the daughter of Fred and Rheba
Stancliff.

Group One Will Meet Sunday
Evening for Their Visitation
Assignments
Canned Meats and Vegetables
Are Needed for the Pantry.

Sick

Rubin Malone
Linda Parker

Vacation Bible School
June 11-15
9 - 11 AM
Come and bring your friends

WHILE PLANNING YOUR FUTURE,
HAVE YOU
MADE PROVISIONS FOR ETERNITY?
WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH
THE

Church of Christ
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June 14, 1984

Sin Is the Enemy

One may encounter m any enemies in
the course of a lifet ime. Some of these
enemies may have been made by unwise or
sinful actions that we have com mitted.
However, there is such a thing as an enemy
without cause (John 15:25). All have an
enemy notwithstanding the often heard
affirmation concerning some good man, “He
didn’t have an enemy in the world.” It may
be that one does not have many enemies, but
it is also true that all who of llow Christ have
enemies (John 15:18-19).
The chief enemy of all mankind is Sin.
Every grave opened to receive the rem ains
of a loved one was opened because of sin.
Every heartbreak, every tear of sorrow ,
every ache of pain is only the fruition of sin.
Sin has hum bled every proud spirit ind
robbed every happy hear t. Sin has put its
black defiling mark on the fram e of every

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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mortal being. No one has escaped the
ravages of sin. Death to the r ace came by
sin; death and sin have been man’s familiar
and destructive companions throughout the
ages. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). Sin has left none
untouched; Nay, even Jesus! Though He
“did no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22) it was for sins, the sins
of man, that He went to Calvary’s cross,
suffered and died (2 Cor. 5:21; Isa. 53:4-6).
Sin is the great separator. Sin separates
man from his fellow man, setting an enmity
between them that they often are unable to
overcome. Sin separated Cain from Abel,
Joseph from his brethren, Judas from his
fellow apostles. Worse yet, sin separates
man from his God: “your iniquities ha ve

separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you” (Isa.
59:2). In separation from God there is also
separation from the Holy City in eternity of r
“there shall in no wise enter into it any thing
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie” (Rev. 21:27).
One separated from God by sin is one who
lives in sin, or in the condem nation of sin,
and does not have the blessing of saving
grace and the warm hope of salvation (1
John 2:25).
Sin demonstrates its power today . All
about us we see that “the whole world lieth
in wickedness” (1 John 5:19) as we go our
rounds in “this present evil world” (Gal.
1:4) which is ruled “according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the child ren of disobedience”
(Eph. 2:2). Sin is bondage enforced by its
prince, Satan, who “was a m urderer from
the beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him . When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for
he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44).
Satan is Sin personified. Those who champion any ca use other than truth, whose
affections lie other than with Christ, whose
allegiance is to any other than God, are
under the bondage of Sin and have become

the servants of Satan. “O wretched man that
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?” (Rom. 7:24).
Sin is m an’s deadly enemy; Christ is
man’s Savior from it. Christ i s man’s only
deliverance from the condem nation of sin
and Satan. The Christ is able to restore to
the race all that has been lost to sin. Where
sin separates m an from God, Christ
reconciles man to God ( 2 Cor. 5:18-19).
Where sin brings death Christ gives eternal
life (Rom. 6:23; J ohn 10:28). W here sin
leads in paths of sham e, pain, heartache,
despair and death Christ wi ll “shew I unto
you a more excellent way.... By a new and
living way, which he hath consecrated for
us” (1 Cor. 12:31; Heb. 10:20). Christ is the
Redeemer, having paid the price of sin “that
through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil; And
deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb.
2:14-15).
Let us all look to Christ who gives us
the victory through faith in Hi m and His
sacrificial and redeeming blood. “The sting
of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 15:56-57).

“...When a person is not at peace with
God he cannot be at peace with himself
or his fellow man.”

Challenges of Godliness
1 Timothy 4:8-9

Introduction:
1. The Christian life is a life of godliness
2. Really there are only two kinds of lives to live
a. Life of godliness—or God-likeness
b. Life of ungodliness—unlike God
c. Psalm 1:1-6
3. One must be determined to live a life of godliness
4. There are many challenges to our life of godliness
I. TO ADD GRACES OF HOLINESS (2 Pet. 1:5-12)
A. Things to add (vv. 5-7; cf. Phi. 4:8-9)
B. Consequences of not adding graces (v. 9)
C. Reason and encouragement to add graces (vv. 8, 10-11)
D. Don’t be negligent (v. 12)
II. TO CONTROL DESIRES OF THE FLESH (1 Pet. 2:11)
A. Godliness demands a life of temperance and control (1 Cor. 9:25-27)
B. Paul contrasts two manners of life (Rom. 8:5-8; Gal. 5:16-25)
C. To fail is to loose all (Jam. 4:4; 2 Tim. 4:10)
III. TO DO GOOD TO ALL MEN (Acts 1:1; 10:38)
A. Galatians 6:10
B. Those who do us wrong (Mat. 5:38-41; 5:11-12; Eph. 4:32)
C. To one’s enemy (Mat. 5:43-48; Rom. 12:17-21)
IV. TO KEEP SHELF CENTERED ON THINGS DIVINE
A. Hebrews 12:1-4
B. Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 6:19-21
C. See the ultimate home (John 14:1-4; Heb. 11:8-10)
Conclusion:
1. It is easy to follow the pattern and life of the ungodly
2. Romans 12:1-2
3. John 15:5

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

178
191
185
171
$2898

How We Gave

CHECKS: (5) $10.00; (2) $15.00; (1)
$17.50; (2) $20.00; (6) $25.00; (1) $28.00;
(1) $30.00; (1) $32.00 ; (2) $35.00; (2)
$40.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (2) $45.00;
(1) $46.00; (3) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (4)
$75.00; (1) $77.00; (1) $83.00; (4) $100.00;
(1) $111.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1)
$180.00; (1) $300.00. CURRENCY: (38)
$1.00; (6) $5.00; (4) $10.00; (3) $20.00; (1)
$ 5 0 . 0 0 . C H A N G E : $ 4 . 9 0 . T O TA L
CONTRIBUTION: $2,898.50.

Sick

Dorothy Huddleston
Jones family
Michael Janes
Helen Pierce

Directory Info

Please add the following to your directory:
Steve & Lee Ann Thompson - 9975 S.
University Parkway, Apt. 75; 32514. Phone:
478-3525

Warning signs constantly confront us
as we travel our highways. They are
placed for our safety,
and it is dangerous to
ignore them! Many die
each year because
warnings were not
heeded. But how much
more vital are warnings
God has put in His guide-book to
direct us to the home of the soul! He
warns: “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up
thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my
people their transgression” (Isa. 58:1).
To walk “the narrow way that leadeth
unto life,” it is necessary to be guided
by all the warnings God had given,
and obey Him!
A Royal Welcome is Yours at

The Church of
Christ

BISHOPS
Hairston Brantley
Harold Cozad
Bill Gallaher
Don Orr
Fred Stancliff
Eugene Walp

Volume XIII

DEACONS
Henry Born
Elward Brantley
Ervin Brantley
Paul Brantley
Jerry Caine
Charles Garrett
James Loy
Richard Parker
W. R. Thornhill
Charles Williams

EVANGELIST
Max R. Miller
Editor
MISSIONARY
Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

June 21, 1984

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.

Number 25

Grace and Peace Is the Mark of God’s People

“Grace to you and peace f rom God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.
1:7).

Paul, the apostle, in his every divinely
inspired epistle called for grace and peace.
His Master’s gospel was a gospel of peace
and grace. His Lord was th e Prince of
Peace. Paul h imself knew “the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding” (Phi.
4:7) through his Lord Jesus Christ. Much of
Paul’s writings were of a deep doctr inal
nature. Some of them were hard to understand, even so said Peter (2 Pet. 3:16). They
also included exhortat ions to faithfulness,
even strong rebuke—but always, he in every
epistle, called his brethren to peace.
The church today stands in gr eat need
of many things. It needs the distinctive
message of salvation preached. It needs to

declare the oneness of the one body , the
church. It needs to stand against every false
way and every fa lse teacher. It needs a
loving, compassionate, yet vigilant and fearless eldership to feed and protect it. It needs
to bring forth and refi ne the rich talents of
the many faithful men and wom en who
share its glory and beauty. But for all this, it
seems one of its greates t needs is that of
grace and peace. In the atmosphere of peace
and grace within it is able to face a world of
friction, social chaos and frustration and
come forth in the triumph of faith. Without
the aura of peace within its body the church
finds its effectiveness greatly diminished as
it faces its task before the world.
Our Lord prayed for peace. His apostles
marked their prayers with pleas for peace.
We should too. The constant prayer of the
church, in every worship service, and from

every private closet, should be for peace,
tranquility and brotherly love to be a genuine and evident reality am ong us. To this
end should be our m ost wholesome endeavor to the success and glory of His
cause. We are to seek peace and ensue it.
There are no victories to be had for the
children of God in “hatred, variance,...
wrath, strife,...and such like” (Gal. 5:20-21).
All these things are the works of the flesh
and the devil. The se all come under the
wrath and condem nation of God. Those
whose hearts are thus defiled have lost the
image of spirituality for they are “carnal,
and walk a s men” and not as Christ. A ll
such emotions and actions bring sham e on
the holy name, and defies the sacredness of
His holy church. The world is torn by strife
and hatred—such is the nature of the world.
The Christian seeks escape from that world
in the kingdom of peace! How sad when the
evil element of the world invades t he
kingdom of “righteousness, and peace, and
joy” setting brother against brother. Woe to
him who sows the seed of strife in the
vineyard of the Lord!
In our time when we “earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints” (Jude 3) we m ust never for get
that our labor is to also bring peace. The
object of victory in the warfare of t he
Christian soldier is peace, and eternal peace
with God. Where we find that peace, let us
hold it dearly and let us pass it on to others.
Let us, as the children of God, be cast into
the likeness and image of Christ, the Prince
of Peace, and wor k for those things that
make for peace among all men.

“to the counsellors of peace is joy” (Pro.
12:20).
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings
of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isa. 52:7).
“to be spiritually minded is life and peace”
(Rom. 8:6).
“For the kingdom of God is...righteousness,
and peace” (Rom. 14:17).
“Let us therefore follo w after the things
which make for peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another” (Rom. 14:19).
“but God hath called us to peace” (1 Cor .
7:15).
“And be at peace among yourselves” (1 The.
5:13).
“But the fruit of the Spirit is...peace” (Ga l.
5:22).
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no m an shall see the Lord”
(Heb. 12:14).
“And the fruit of righte ousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace” (Jam. 3:18).
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall
be called the children of God” (Mat. 5:9).

The Christian’s Closeness with Christ

INTRODUCTION:
1. Many little realize the wonders and blessings of fellowship with Christ
2. The walk of faith is not a lonely walk
3. Let us draw near to Him
I. CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST
A. Galatians 2:20
B. Romans 6:6
II. BURIED WITH CHRIST
A. Romans 6:4
B. Colossians 2:12
III. RAISED UP WITH HIM
A. Colossians 2:12
B. 2 Corinthians 5:17
IV. LIVE WITH HIM
A. Romans 6:8
B. 2 Timothy 2:11
V. REIGN WITH HIM
A. 2 Timothy 2:12
B. Revelation 1:5-6
VI. HEIR WITH HIM
A. Romans 8:16-17
B. Galatians 6:6-7
VII. SUFFER WITH HIM
A. 1 Peter 4:12-13
B. 2 Timothy 3:12
VIII.
GLORIFIED WITH HIM
A. Revelation 3:21
B. Romans 8:17
CONCLUSION
1. None should deny themselves the wonderful fellowship with Christ
2. Obedience to His gospel introduces one to this relationship

The Three Religious Ages

Too Busy to Pray
You might as well say “Too busy to live.” Prayer is not lost time. It is living itself.
It is that without which no time is saved, but all time is lost. It conserves time,
making it valuable and effective. Jesus prayed before He worked and so got
strength for His work; He prayed after He worked and thus made His labors
effective and enduring. Like Him we should pray before we act and so get
counsel and strength from God; and we should offer prayer after we act and get
the blessing of God upon what we have done. Otherwise we shall labour in vain
and shall fail. We should do this no matter how busy we are. We should do it
because we are busy. Remember this; to pray is to live; not to pray is not to live,
it is simply to exist. Prayer in a man’s life means wisdom and power and efficacy
and success. It means the life of Christ over again in character, in purpose and
in results.
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Speaking the Truth in Love

Love is the characteristic in the Christian
that most clearly identif ies him with his
Savior (John 13:35). Out of that love for
Christ grows a love for the souls of a ll
mankind—the saved, the lost, the wise, the
unwise. Those who attem pt to serve Christ
from motivation other than love are moved by
the wrong power.
The Gospel i s sometimes strongly and
forcibly preached. It should be. Preaching
should be strong enough to prick the heart
(Acts 2:37); strong enough to overcom e
resistance to it ( Acts 6:10); to “cut to the
heart” (Acts 7:54). Brethren t oday speak of
“unloving preaching.” They do not like the
kind of preaching th at overcomes the
resistance of a h ard and calloused heart.
When they are pricked in the heart, or cut to
the heart, they cry out against unl oving
preachers and unloving preaching. Often the
faithful evangelist is accused of bein g
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unchrist-like because of t he boldness of his
preaching. Those people have never
considered Jesus’ preaching (Mat. 23).
Speaking the truth in love is interpreted
by some in the church today to mean “speak
unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits” (Isa.
30:10). Those who rebuke strong preaching
(and generally sound doctrine) are those
whom Paul speaks of as “having itching ears”
(2 Tim. 4:3). The y want their ego inflated,
their pride justified and their sins overlooked.
They are as the Pharisees.
What does it mean to speak the truth in
love? One should be considerate of another’s
feelings; the gospel should never be
proclaimed in a purposeful offensive manner,
but sparing one’s feelings and preaching what
tickles the ear is not speaking the truth in
love. What is the object of love?Speaking the
truth in love of what? The object of love is
the soul of m an. Soft, compromising

preaching never saved a single s oul; never
edified a child of God. The object of that love
is the truth itself . Speaking the truth in love
for truth’s sake. David often expressed how
great was his love for God’s truth. The object
of that love is the Christ purchased church of
God. One’s love for the church compels one
to speak the truth in its behalf. The object of
that love is that which we call Christianity, or
the Cause of Christ. These th ings are th e
object of that love for which we are to speak:
the soul of man, the truth of God, the church
of our Lord, the Cause of Christ.
Let us not be afraid to speak the truth in

love; yet having compassion on those who are
out of the way and lost; being tender to those
young in faith; being c areful with those of
fragile spirits, but let us preach with power
and conviction knowing that beneath the
surface of the skin and beyond the tender and
shallow feelings of m an there is an eternal
soul. If those who hear are pricked, let them
repent (Acts 2:37-41).
Let us all speak the truth in love. Let our
prayer be for richer hearts, stronger spirits,
deeper convictions and a steady step in the
walk of faith. Let us not be drawn aside
through any ruse.

The Stirring Gospel
Bill Dillon

The words of bold Pe ter and leloved
Luke bear out quite well the fact that nothing
is more stirring than the gospel of Christ:
“Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance; Knowing that
shortly I m ust put of f this my
tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus
Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will
endeavour that ye may be able after my
decease to have these things always in
remembrance” (2 Pet. 1:13-15).
“This second epistle, beloved, I now
write unto you; in both which I stir up
your pure m inds by way of
remembrance: That ye may be mindful
of the words which were spoken before
by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us the apostles of the
Lord and Saviour” (2 Pet. 3:1-2).
“And they stirred up the people, and
the elders, an d the scribes, and cam e

upon him, and caught him, and brought
him to the council” (Acts 6:12).
“But the Jews stirred up the devout and
honourable women, and the chief men
of the city , and raised persecution
against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled
them out of their coasts” (Acts 13:50).
“But the unbelieving Jews stirred up
the Gentiles, and made their minds evil
affected against the brethren” (Acts
14:2).
“But when the Jews of Thessalonica
had knowledge that the word of God
was preached of Paul at Berea, they
came thither also, and stirred up the
people” (Acts 17:13).
“And when the seven days were almost
ended, the Jews which were of Asia,
when they saw him in the te mple,
stirred up all the people, and laid hands
on him” (Acts 21:27) (all em phasis
mine BD).

This is a day when the church of the Lord
is plagued by religious dif ferences without
and religious indifference within. The zeal
and earnestness of denom inations for their
unscriptural causes and doctrines are powerful winds, scattering the ruin of souls far and
wide. Recent figures from Your Church
magazine (Sep-Oct 1981, p. 38) tell of t he
estimated annual incomes of several broadcast operations of the sectarians e.g. Oral
Roberts, $60 m illion; Pat Robertson, $58
million; Jim Bakker and PTL, $51 m illion;
Jerry Falwell, $50 million; Billy Graham, $30
million; Rex Hum bard, $25 m illion; and
Robert Schuller, $16 m illion. It should be
obvious that the sectarians are an exceedingly
zealous and generous people but unfortunately their zeal runs them right out of the
Scriptures. Against such staggering financial
figures the people of God must be stirred up
to give as the Macedoni ans mentioned in 2
Corinthians 8:1-2 that “beyond their power”
they were willing of themselves to give even
in great trial of affliction. The gospel must be
preached to earth’s remotest bound and it
cannot be done unless brethren are stirred up
to use their substance in the advancement of
the gospel cause.
Brethren need to be stirred against
laziness. Nothing could be said to be more of
a linguistic absurdi ty than the phrase “lazy
Christian.” Jesus was a working m an (John
9:4) and Paul was a worker also (Acts 20:1820, 31). Perhaps there is only one thing in all
the world more distasteful than a quitter—a
sitter! It is said, “Sloth is a sin which believes
in nothing, cares for nothing, seeks to know
nothing, interferes with nothing, enjoys
nothing, loves nothing, hates nothing, and

only remains alive because there is nothing it
would die for.” The Scriptures com mand
going not sitting e.g. Mark 16:15, “Go ye into
all the world”; Luke 9:60 “but go thou and
preach the kingdom of God,” etc. (emphasis
mine BD). To do otherwise in a day when the
gospel is so sorely needed is sin.
Within the brotherhood of Christ m any
sound churches are being turned into happy
hunting grounds for false teac hers. And fast
are heard the foot falls of er ror, ever
increasing in volume and intensity . Against
this tide of error God’s people must be stirred
up to be steadfast and wield the sword of the
spirit. Standing even in the f ull gaze of the
powers of darkness t hey should be put in
remembrance of Paul’s words of 1 Corinthians 15:58 “ Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of t he Lord.”
Righteous men have always had but one
tear—to fail to be steadfast for the right.
Steadfastness will overcom e the com mon
enemies of sentiment, prejudice and a
thousand other ills the fai thful proclamation
of the gospel is he ir to. Presenting a solid
front of “sound doctrine” (Tit. 2:1) to the
world will giv e enemies of the truth the
message that we are g oing to preach “in
season, out of season” and be f irm and
undismayed against evil winds. T o “be ye
steadfast” is an exhortation that cries out for
backbone and nerve and Paul knew it would
take these to meet the issues of the day.
Finally, brethren m ust be s tirred up to
fight the good fi ght of faith. No one should
doubt that war between the world and the
church has com menced and i t shall never
cease until the weaker dies. In the m idst of

the fray, gospel words carry the day, “(For the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;) Casting down im aginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and br inging
into captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ” (2 C or. 10:4-5). P aul said in
Philippians 1:17 “I am set for the defence of
the gospel.” The Bible tells us that the enemy
comes under guise of good, dressed to
deceive, yet we ar e to “believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God” (1 John 4: 1). As long as the Bible

Our Record
Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

6/17/84
189
189
156
172
$2441

6/24/84
158
192
150
153
$2340

How We Gave

6/17/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (4) $10.00; (3)
$15.00; (4) $20.00; (3) $25.00; (1) $28.00; (1)
$30.00; (2) $32.00; (2) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1 )
$43.00; (1) $45.00; (5) $50.00; (1) $60.00; (1)
$70.00; (2) $75.00; (5) $1 00.00; (1) $111.00;
(1) $113.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1)
$161.00. CURRENCY: (52) $1.00; (9) $5.00;
(3) $10.00; (2) $20.00. CHANGE: $7.95.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,441.95.
6/24/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5 .00; (7) $10.00; (2)
$15.00; (1) $17.75; (3) $2 0.00; (4) $25.00; (1)
$28.00; (1) $32.00; (1) $35.00; (2) $40.00; (1)
$42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $45 .00; (5) $50.00; (1)
$60.00; (2) $75.00; (2) $83.00; (1) $90.00; (1)

stands, all who follow it, will see themselves
not merely as passive defenders but aggressive offenders with divine truth. From
ages past unto the present hour Sa tan has
stood on the sidelines of the caldron of
conflict and holds out his fairest trophy to the
preacher or elder who can fello wship the
seventy times seven denom inations of m en
and who lay down their swords for the ease
and comfort of larger fellowships. Let gospel
combatants be armed with the panoply of God
and fight well in the most dangerous places,
striking down the strongest foe and leave the
events of battle to God.
$92.00; (4) $100.00; (1) $111.00; (1) $130.00;
(1) $145.00. CURRENCY: (34) $1.00; (4)
$5.00; (4) $10.00; (3)$20.00. CHANGE: $5.19.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,340.94.

Sick

Cynthia Simmons entered West Florida Hospital
Tuesday for surgery on Wednesday afternoon.
Alice Williams will enter West Florida Hospital
Thursday for surgery on Friday morning.
Mary Boatwright
Claudius Janes
Helen Pierce
Let’s keep these and ot hers in our pray ers and
do what we can for them and their families.
Brother Max Miller is now back with us. We are
thankful to God for answering our prayers
concerning him.

Directory Info

Steve and Dawn Percell have changed their
address and phone number. They are as follows:
6220 Brosnaham Avenue, Pensacola,
Florida 32503 ; 478-7383.
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Fidelity to Christ
Grady Miller

A Christian is one who has been taught
the Word, believed in Christ as God’s Son,
and obeyed the gospel by being baptized
into Christ for the rem ission of past sins
(Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:37-38; Acts 11:26).
A person is under the curse of sin until he
learns of God ’s grace, and accepts the
forgiveness offered Christ (Eph. 1:7). Upon
obedience to Christ, one becom es a “new
creature” (2 Cor. 5:17), a child of God (Gal.
3:26-27), and a m ember of Lord’s church
(Acts 2:47).
Having thus been redeemed from sin,
he enters in to covenant relationship with
God, and immediately new responsibilities
and obligations grow out of this relationship. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding

in the work of the L ord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
“But grow in grace, andin the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet.
3:18). “Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
Such passages impress us with the fact
that Christianity is a life to be lived in the
service of Christ. The Lord has provided
means of edification and instruction which
enable us to grow strong in His service. One
of these is the regular assembly, on the first
day of the week, in w hich we rem ember
Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper (Acts
20:7; Heb. 10: 25). Other services provide
instruction and guidance as we learn of Him
through Bible study and the “ preaching of
the word” (2 Tim. 4:2).
The Lord realized our need of spiritual

stimulation that we m ight overcome
temptation and remain faithful to Him. It is
unfortunate that many Christians have failed
to realize this need, and have neglected
assembling with the Lord (Mat. 18:20).
Many often vow this devotion to Christ; yet,
admit their neglect of the assemblies. But
such is IMPOSSIBLE! One can never have
a closer relationship to Christ than he has to
the church, which is His bride (Eph. 5:2332). How can you meet Christ in judgment,
when you have sl ighted your appointment
with Him on your last Lord’s Day on this
earth? We never know what day m ight be
our last!
When one neglects the assemblies as a
Christian, one neglects Bible study and
prayer. Soon he becom es neglectful of his
personal life and has becom e a backslider.
Peter declares of such that “the latter end is
worse with them than the beginning” (2 Pet.
2:20). If one continues in that neglectf ul,
indifferent attitude toward Christ and His
appointments, he is endangering the eternal
welfare of his soul. If he dies in that
condition, he will be lost eternally as though
he had never accepted Christ. Hear Jesus’
warning: “The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, and they shall gather out of hi s
kingdom all things that of fend, and them

which do iniquity; And shall cast them into
a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 13:41-42). What a
terrible consequence for one who I once
known Christ and worn his glorious name!
Yet there are thousand in that exact
condition today.
But, the case is not hopeless, in such
condition can obtain for giveness. When
Simon was re buked Peter for his sinful
conduct after becoming a Christian, he was
told “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought
of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts
8:22). Thus, erring child of God m ay be
forgive on the condition that he turn from
his sinful course and pray for don. His
repentance will be demonstrated in the
changed manner of life that follows.
Hence, we see that in order please God,
every Christian must be an active m ember
of Christ’s church. My f idelity to Christ is
measured by my fidelity to the church He
purchased with His blood (Acts 20:2 There
are no f aithful “members at lar ge” in the
Lord’s church. Faithf ulness to Christ
involved faithfulness to a congr egation in
attendance, work and financial support.

Life is divided into three parts—that which was, which is, and which
will be. Let us learn from the past to profit by the present, and from the
present to live better for the future.
Wordsworth

Some Are on Their Way

“Some shall depart f rom the faith” (1
Tim. 4:1). Demas was one of them; love for
the world becam e greater an his love for
Christ (2 Tim. 4:10). Apostasy is a process;
a movement away from Christ. Some of our
dear friends, brother and sisters are now in
the process of falling away . Their love of
Christ and His church has been overt urned
and Satan and his world beckons.
Apostasy (falling away) is a process
that is easily observed. Absenteeism , a
listless spirit, unconcern for spiritual things,
lack of sacrifice all sym ptoms of a f atal
illness which shall cau se spiritual death.
Diminished hours of prayer, little or seldom
reading of the Bible , lack of desire for the
fellowship of fellow Christians are sure sign
that one is on one’s way to infidelity.
Satan greatly deceives one who is in a
state of digression. He causes them to think
they have things under control. The outward
bound one is often heard to say such things

as: “I know I need to change—and I’m
going to do so soon,” but they don’t. Or say,
“I know my danger, and I know what I must
do. I am not going to allow myself to go too
far. I will get it together before that happens
to me.” Yes, there are those who make such
statements when exhorted to repent.
Records may indicate that such a one was
present for worship once, or three or four
times in a calendar year. Who are they
fooling but themselves? They are no longer
on the way to apostasy—they have arrived
there.
Maybe you can help someone who is in
the state of depar ture. You know they are
missing worship service, that their interest
in other things are exceeding their interest in
things of the kingdom . Speak a word of
encouragement to them. Remind them of
who they are—a child of God.
Bring the wandering ones back to Jesus.

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

168
193
162
177
$2872

How We Gave

CHECKS: (1) $7.00; (3) $10.00; (2) $15.00;
(1) $18.00; (3) $20.00; (5) $25.00; (1)
$30.00; (1) $32.00; (3) $40.00; (1) $42.00;
(1) $43.00; (1) $45.00; (3) $50.00; (1)
$51.00; (2) $60.00; (1) $70.00; (4) $75.00;
(1) $83.00; (1) $92.00; (6) $100.00; (1)
$288.00; (1) $ 290.00. CURRENCY: (36)
$1.00; (6) $5.00; (2) $10.00; (3) $20.00.
CHANGE: $5.76. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,872.76.

Sick

Mary Boatwright
Vera Fleetwood
Rubin & Viola Malone
Helen Pierce
Lee Ann Thompson
Alice Williams
Cynthia Simmons is in W est Florida
Hospital, Room 559.
Gene Fell was injured in his work and
is in the hospital in Foley, Alabama.

GROUP TWO MEETS SUNDAY
EVENING FOR VISITATION
ASSIGNMENTS
PANTRY IS IN NEED OF CANNED
GOODS.

Directory Info

Bill and Debbi Mulligan have m oved to
Beesville, Texas.
Charles and Robyn Burgess have moved to
Chipley.
Clyde Gott has returned to Arkansas.
Tyrone and Valerie Ragsdell have returned
to Arkansas.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.

July 19, 1984

Number 29

Fellow Soldiers of the Cross
Max Miller

The Bellview church is blessed by
having numbered among its members those
of many talents and those who willing to use
them. This is one of the m any reasons it is
such a great spir itual force in the world
today. Daily there are those who visit the
sick, attend to their needs, those who visit
those who have attended our services here,
and those who are speaking the good news
of salvation to the lost and wayward. Sacrificial giving by so many make it possible to
continue on in the great work this church is
doing.
It is our purpose here to mention a few
who have done an outstanding work in
recent months. With the regular evangelist
suffering an illness and long hospital visitation, yet the pulpit was filled each service

by Bellview men. As many as ten or m ore
men, all from Bellview, stood in the pulpit
in that tim e. We also called on our own
qualified men to teach i n the Preacher
Training School: Jeff Orr has taught in a
capable manner New Testament Greek i n
the Spring Trimester, and Don Orr has
taught the Prison Epistles in a very effective
way. Winston Temple, “Mr. School,” has
done quadruple duty as teacher , administrator, substitute director , and editing
Defender and Beacon in this recent period
of time. He is a man of broad shoulders and
great stamina. Our secretarial force has
excelled too in this period of time: Frances
Ledford, Jackie Thornhill, and Darlene
Rowland have met all the deadlines for the
Beacon and Defender as well as efficiently

attending all the other af fairs of business
that come their way. The preacher students
who substituted for the preacher have all
done a commendable job in their classes.
I personally am grateful for all these
people, their talents and willingness for
service. I know the Bellview church has
cause also to be grateful and rightly proud to
have such a host of people who are so able
to perform in such a commendable way. We
have a great eldership who overse e the

church as God has directed them.
The success of their effective work may
in a lar ge measure be attributed to those
many dedicated numbers who when called
to duty have the disposition of Isaiah who,
when he w as called by God for a greater
service said, “Here am I, send m e.” May
their strength continue, their dedication
increase, and their sp irituality grow more
and more in the likeness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

The following article was written by one of the students in the Bellview Preacher T raining
School.

Delight Yourselves in God
Fred Davis

“Delight yourselves in God, yes, find
your joy in him at all tim es.” Paul in the
midst of tribulation could utter such an
admonition as this! W e, Christians should
be the happiest people in the world for we
have found the true source of lasting joy in
our God who has been m ade known to us
through Jesus Christ. Away with false fears
and worries! Away with feeding our souls
on the disappointing and frustrating
pleasures of this worl d! Let us get to the
heart of the matter. We believe in God. God
loves us. He has saved us from our past sins
through Christ and all the forces of hell
cannot tear us aw ay from His loving
embrace as long as we are faithful to Him .
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice” (Phi. 4:4).

In times like these when there are wars
and rumors of wars we should exult in our
faith in God. This is no tim e to worry, to
whine, to complain. This is a time to let men
see that our happiness is not founded on the
headlines, that our good tim es do not
depend upon the rise or fall of the stock
market, or the decisions of bureauc rats in
Washington, London, or Moscow. Whatever
comes from the outside can be turned to our
good if we are thoroughly com mitted to
Jesus Christ. Let us say with Paul: “I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that whi ch I have
committed unto him ag ainst that day” (2
Tim. 1:12).
“Don’t worry over anything whatever;
tell God every detail of your need in earnest

and thankful prayer, and the peace of God,
which transcends human understanding, will
keep constant gua rd over your hearts and
minds as they rest in Christ Jesus.”
One of our greatest reasons for fretting
is our self-centeredness. We think too much
about ourselves, how we feel, what we like
or dislike, what others think of us, what will
happen to us, what belongs to us, or what
we would like to have. As long as we keep
our ego in the center of our lives we shall be
subject to all the doubts and fears, pain, and
suffering of unregenerate m ankind. It is
only when we put God in the center that we
find any stability, any certainty, or security

in this life.
Someone has well said: T oo many
people have enough religion to make them
miserable and not enough to m ake them
happy. There is something wrong with our
faith if we do not delight ourselves in God.
A Joyless Chr istianity is a counterfeit
religion. It has been robbed of its life-giving
power. “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for
great is your reward in heaven” (Mat. 5:12).
So, delight yourselves in God, yes, find
your joy in Him at all tim es. Spend some
time each day in prayer , thanking Him for
His goodness, His power , His divine plan
for your life.

Count Your Blessings
Psalm 68:19

Introduction
1. There is a kind of blindness that afflicts mankind
a. Some are blind to the goodness of God (Rom. 2:4)
b. Some are blind to the truth as it is in Jesus (cf. Mat. 13:13)
c. Some cannot see the end of the road they travel (Mat. 7:13)
2. One of the worst blindness of all is when one is unable to see his blessings
a. They are all about us
b. We are admonished to count them, one by one.
3. Some thought from the song. “Count Your Blessings”
I. WE SHOULD OFTEN COUNT OUR BLESSINGS
A. Lest we devalue ourselves
B. Lest we become accusative of others, especially of God
C. To take away our petty quibbles and excuses
D. To make us know of our great wealth and good

II. HONESTLY, LIFE HAS ITS DISCOURAGEMENT : “LIFE’S BILLOWS...TEMPEST
TOSSED”
A. Think all is lost
1. Youth has slipped away
2. Opportunities of the past are gone forever
3. The life that could have been—now will never be
B. Load of care
1. Duties of the day are constant—“the grind,” “the rat-race”
2. Debts a burden; Income not enough
3. Health of body, mind
C. Looking to others—measuring ourselves by them
1. Their land, gold, etc.
2. 2 Corinthians 10:12
D. Some consider the cross to be too heavy to bear and think of laying it aside
III. COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS BOTH A CHALLENGE AND A REWARD
A. Name them one by one,
1. Impossible,
2. Be surprised what God has done
B. Some blessings common to most of us (we already have the best things in life)
1. Health and wealth in significant quantity and quality
2. Freedom of choice, opportunity to execute choice
3. Family, children, home
C. Christ’s promise of His wealth untold
D. Hope, Reward in heaven, a home on high
Conclusion
1. Glory in God
2. Seek His favor

Restoration

Lisa Huddleston came forward Sunday, July 15, 1984, stating that she has not been faithful
as a Christian and asking for the prayers of the members of the church.
Ricky Kelley went forward, Sunday July 15, 1984 atEnsley and made a confession of fault
and asked for the prayers of the congregation.
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Nakedness

In Eden Adam and Eve transgr essed
God’s law and in so doing became sinners.
What would they do, what coul d they do
about their defiled condition and their
estrangement from God? Should they cry
out for mercy, perform some great deed of
penance, or perhaps flee fromEden to make
their way in anothe r land? Would it be
proper for the m to some offer kind of a
sacrifice for their transgression? Apparently
none of these thoughts crossed the mind of
either Adam or Eve. The Scriptures do not
indicate they made any effort at all to atone
for their transgression, and of course, to flee
from God was impossible. The Scriptures do
tell us what Adam and Eve did as the
world’s first sinners.
The first thing these sinner s did when
they realized the all seeing eye of God was
upon them was to cover their nakedness.

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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“They knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons” ( Gen. 3:7). They were as
much ashamed of their nakedness as they
were their sin of tra nsgression. Nakedness
itself is a sin and type of shame (Nah. 3:5).
The first thing that the Alm ighty God
did for sinful m an was to “m ake coats of
skins, and clothed the m” (Gen. 3:21). Did
the sinners need a Savior, did they need to
know of some way to appease the wrath of
God toward sinners? Was there something
more important to atte nd to? Apparently
not, God does not deal in frivolous and inconsequential matters. God’s first thoughts
and actions were to cover the sham e and
nakedness of man.
The demon possessed m an at Gadara
went about naked ( Luke 8:26-39). Yet,
when he met Jesus and by His power was

made free from the legion of dem ons he
became a ch anged man. Not only was he
changed in that he was rid of evil spirits, or
that he was changed in his relationship with
people he had terrorized; he was changed in
that he was no longer naked. The ma n was
found “sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothe d,
and in his right mind: and they were afraid”
(v. 35).
Nakedness is not only sin it is a mark of
heathenism. Heathen women of Rome sat at
the banquet tabl es bare breasted. Subcultures of darkest Africa consisted of naked
men and women. Nakedness was their style
and custom.
Nakedness is the sha me of our world
today. Farrah F. “slipped” and “expos ed”
herself, according to reports. A tennis st ar,
almost naked “broke a thin strap” to her
pretended embarrassment in a tourney recently. “Christian” women are wearing “the

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

split up to the waist” and “split down to the
hem” dresses of modern style. Many women
today are only a step (or layer of gauze)
behind the banquet ing women of Rom e.
Miss America posed nude; surprisingly she
was forced to give up her crown. Seem
ingly,
most of the nation rallied to her side. Some
accused the Miss America Pageant to be out
of step with our times.
Nakedness, or near nakedness, is a
defiance of God. Nudist do not sit at the feet
of Jesus. Such sham eful dress, or undress,
does not indicate that one is in one’s right
mind. It does indicate sham eful conduct, a
wanton disposition, and a lustful and sinful
nature. Sin cannot be atoned, the Savior
stands aside, God’s first will is that man be
clothed and present him self decently and
orderly before all others. With such a mind
God will provide the way and m eans of
salvation.

Guidelines for Hospital Visitation

Know as much about the patient as possible before visiting.
Do not enter any room when the door is closed without knocking.
Watch for “No Visiting” signs.
Watch for “Isolation” signs.
Watch for lights over doors.
Do not jar the bed.
Watch for apparatus about the bed.
Try to size up the general situation at a glance.
Introduce yourself clearly and distinctly.
Let the patient take the lead in shaking hands.
Let the patient take the lead in conversation.
Take position in line of vision with patient. Sit.
Beware of letting visit become a pathological conference.
Help the patient to relax. You cannot do this, unless you are relaxed yourself.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Do not carry “emotional germs” from one room to another.
Do not appear to be in a hurry.
Do not reveal your emotional reaction through voice, countenance, or manner.
Do not visit when you are sick.
Do not whisper or speak in low tones to other persons in the room.
Leave the room when the patient’s meal is delivered.
Speak to both patients in a semi-private room.
When visiting on the O.B. section, observe the following precautions:
a. Do not speak to mother of baby unless you KNOW baby is living.
b. Be sure a mother has been informed of child’s death before talking to her about this
fact.

The Best Thing In Life Is...

TO BE SAVED!!

Come and Study God’s Way of Salvation as it is
Revealed in the Bible.
The Eternal Destiny of Everyone Depends on Knowing and
Doing God’s Will In All Things.

Our Record
Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

7/15
172
192
169
166
$2795

7/22
184
209
181
143
$2676

How We Gave

7/15/84 - CHECKS: (4) $10.00; (3) $15.00;
(1) $18.00; (4) $20.00 ; (6) $25.00; (2)
$30.00; (1) $32.00; (1) $35.00; (4) $40.00;
(1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $45.00; (1)
$46.00; (5) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (2) $75.00;
(1) $80.00; (1) $83.00; (4) $100.00; (1)
$130.00; (1) $145.00; (1) $161.00; (1)
$191.00; (1) $260.00. CURRENCY: (31)
$1.00; (6) $5.00; (1) $10.00; (1) $20.00.
CHANGE: $7.64. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,795.64.
7/22/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (3) $10.00;
(4) $15.00; (1 ) $17.00; (6) $20.00; (5)
$25.00; (1) $32.00; (2) $35.00; (4) $40.00;
(1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $45.00; (1)
$46.00; (4) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (1) $65.00;
(2) $75.00; (2) $83.00; (1) $84.00; (5)
$100.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1) $120.00; (1)
$130.00; (1) $145.00. CU RRENCY: (28)
$1.00; (7) $5.00; (5) $10.00; (2) $20.00.
CHANGE: $6.96. TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,676.96.

Sick

AT HOME
Rubin Malone
Helen Pierce
WEST FLORIDA HOSPITAL
Cynthia Simmons - Room 559
Claudius Janes - Room 544
GROUP FOUR MEETS SUNDAY
EVENING FOR VISITATION
ASSIGNMENTS

Sympathy

We extend our heartfelt sym pathies to
sister Inez Brantley and brother A. J .
Simmons upon the death last week of their
brother, Horace.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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“Praise the Lord!”
Jim Faughn

It has become quite fashionable in some
circles to greet any good news with “Praise
the Lord!” We wonder how much thought is
given to what is being said by those who
repeatedly use this expression.
Since its inception, the church i s
described as “Pr aising God” (Acts 2:47).
Surely no person who considers him self to
be a Christian could be opposed to praising
God. Such is not the purpose of this article.
Rather, its purpose i s to briefly examine
what is involved in praising the Lord.
Those things that pertain to Deity are
not to be used in any flippant, thoughtless
manner. We remember that one of the Ten
Commandments which God gave to Israel
forbade them from taking His name in vain
(Exo. 20:7). One does not have to put a

curse word along with the nam e of God to
use His name in vain. Any use of His name
that is not meant to accomplish any purpose
is a vain exercise. If “Praise the Lord!”
means about as m uch to the speaker as
“Wow!,” we would suggest that this is
certainly a cheap utilization of those things
having to do with God.
Some might object that their desire is
not that of being f lippant or thoughtless.
They may be truly interested in expressing
honor and gratitude to the God of t he
universe for certain favors and blessings
which have come their way.
For those of us who have this desire, a
careful examination of the phr ase “Praise
the Lord” is in order . According to some
English teachers I had a few years ago, the

subject of a sentence like that is what they
called “the understood ‘you.’ ” Thus, when
somebody tells me some good news and I
respond by saying, “Praise the Lord!” I am
not praising the Lord. Rather , I am telling
him to do so!
The phrase, “Praise th e Lord” or
“Praise ye the Lord” appears m ost often in
the Psalms. A reading of them will s how
that the psalmist was doing just as we have
suggested. He was exhorting either himself
or others to offer praise to the Lord. Further,
on many occasions, he specified the avenues
by which these praises could be expressed.
Most often, singing is m entioned. Some-

times it is the giving of t hanks. Always,
praising God necessitates doing something
other than merely saying, “Praise the Lord.”
Most of us would have no t
rouble
understanding this if we were the object of
praise. If somebody would feel constrained
to praise me, I. would appreciate it if he
would spell out (in detail!) what is so good
about me. Is this not what praising God
would involve?
We need to be careful about a dopting
catchy phrases or sloga ns without investigating them. Let us, indeed, praise the Lord
and let us do so in a way that will please
Him.

Setting God’s Way Aside
James W. Boyd

Brethren are constantly discove ring
ways to set aside the necessity of assem bling with the saints f or worship on the
Lord’s Day. Rather than accept the sim ple
and plain com mand of the L ord not to
forsake the assem bling of our selves together, there is a never -ending barrage of
excuses and “justification” for abandoning
this assembly.
While away in a meeting recently I was
told of one preacher who had written in his
bulletin the “fine attitude” some had toward
the Sunday evening worship service which
some decided to ignore, spendi ng that particular hour doing their visiting. They had
concluded that w as more profitable than
assembling together. The preacher actually
defended it.

Surely it is good to visit. But is there
not another hour out of the one hundred
sixty eight hours duri ng a week to visit?
Why choose the very hour of worship?
Would it not have been be tter to select
visitation rather than an hour of watching
television, or something like that, instead of
setting such an indif ferent attitude toward
worship as the example to follow?
For many years we have heard brethren
extol the advant age of having their own
“private churches” rather than meeting with
the saints as commanded. Too many have
evidently forgotten or grown weary of the
fact that the Lord’s church is governmentally organized into local congregations
and that governm ental unit m ust be
respected. There is something very much in

error when efforts are put forth that would
erase the need of the local church and its
assembling together on Lord’s Day.
To be very speci fic, we have seen the
surge for “youth church” in recent years.
Others have invented “college-age-church”
where those of col lege years assem ble
separate from the rest of the congregation.
We once had a taste of that at a congregation where I preached, but it did take long
to correct it.
“Retreat church” has been very popular
among many enthusiasts in week-end trips,
combining recreational activities with
devotionals that call f or absenteeism from
assembling with a local church but sim ply
meeting together by the lake, on the
campground, at the ballfield, or something
of that nature.
Such gatherings are not a local church
and show disregard for the local church unit.
We ask, “By what authority does anybody
have to decide to ha ve their ‘private assemblies’ and ignore the local church unit
and the assembly of that unit for worship?”
That authority is non-existent.
Just consider for a m oment. If one
group can have their “private church” to
accommodate themselves and for convenience sake, any and eve ry group could
do the sam e thing. If one group can do it
one Sunday in the year, they would have the

same right to do it fifty-two Sundays a year.
They would not have to assem ble with the
local church anywhere, anytim e. If one
group could do it fifty-two t imes a year,
every group coul d do i t fifty-two times a
year and where is the local unit and what
has happened to the command to assemble?
It has been elim inated and displaced with
the “convenience church” of ha ving your
“private church” anytime you see fit to the
disregard of God’s plan.
If all of this is permissible, why cannot
a family of several members simply decide
to meet at hom e every Lord ’s Day and
ignore the local church? Matthew 18:20,
“For where two or three are gath ered
together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them,” does not give license to violate the
command to assemble. It simply teaches that
it does not dem and a crowd to have the
Lord’s company. Meeting in the assem bly
of the local church is “in the Lord’s name,”
by His authority, and this “le t’s stay here
and have our worship rather than m eeting
with a local church” has no support at all
when one could assem ble with a local
church.
Many are m aking grave and serious
mistakes in order to accommodate what they
prefer. We should not allow such things to
set aside God’s way.

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

137
184
160
172
$2785

How We Gave

(1) $5.00; (4) $10.00; (2) $15.00; (4)
$20.00; (4) $25.00; (1) $28.00; (1) $32.00;
(2) $35.00; (3) $40.00 ; (1) $42.00; (1)
$43.00; (1) $45.00; (1) $46.00; (6) $50.00;
(1) $51.00; (1) $64.00; (1) $75.00; (1)
$83.00; (6) $100.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1)
$115.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1)
$161.00; (1) $180.00. CURRENCY: (28)
$1.00; (5) $5.00; (1) $10.00; (1) $20.00.
CHANGE: $6.67. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,785.67.

Directory Info

Tom and Cindy Fa ircloth have m oved to
Indiana.
CANNED FOOD IS STILL NEEDED
FOR THE PANTRY
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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The Development of Ecclesiasticism
Dennis Gulledge

The Bible presents for us the church of
Christ of the first century as it stood in the
measure of the stature of the fulln ess of
Christ-prefect. There was the per fect
unfolding of the love of God; perfect exhibition of the plan of s alvation; perfect
deliverance of t he faith; perfect canon of
Scripture; perfected church policy; prefect
hope, blooming with immorality.
Notwithstanding perfection so varied,
the church of our Lord was to know a great
apostasy. It did not come unawares upon the
church, for the Lord and the apostles spoke
of it beforehand.
The Nature of the Great Apostasy
By apostasy we mean a departure from
the form of doctrine and the spirit of New
Testament Christianity. Jesus spoke of false

prophets which would come among them
(Mat. 7:15-20). They would draw away disciples (Acts 20:28-30). Some would “depart
from the faith” (1 Tim. 4:1-3). It would be a
“falling away” (2 The. 2:1-4). Bef ore the
pen of inspiration was laid to rest, toward
the close of the first century , the “mystery
of iniquity” (2 T he. 2:7). The departure
from the faith was then underway.
Departure in Organization and
Government
From the New Testament we learn that
each congregation was to have a plurality of
elders and deacons (Acts 14:24). The words
bishop and elder refer to one and the same
man in the Bible (1 Tim. 3:1). However, in
time a distinc tion was m ade between an
elder (presbyter) and a bishop. The per-

verted office of the bishop extended
authority over the elders. The bishops also
exerted authority over a plurality of congregations (a Diocese).
The next step in departure was the
Archbishop. He became head over districts
of a province, or state. Y et another of fice
foreign to the Bi ble. A further step in departure was the creation of theCardinal. He
was head of a nation of distri cts. He is just
as unknown to the Bible as the other two.
The next phase of the departure to be
seen is the designation of Boniface III as
Pope in A.D. 606. Back of that year, neither
in the Bible nor out, can the Pope be found.
He is the “man of sin” (2 The. 2:3).
Departure in Doctrine
The church of Christ in the first century
was led by the words of Christ and H is
inspired apostles as we find them in the
New Testament. There were no creeds,
councils, nor pa pal declarations. These
things came with departures in doctrine froi
the New Testament order of things.
Many strange and unique doctrines,
foreign to the Scriptures, found their genesis

in the hierarchy. For e xample: Penance
(A.D. 157), suffering in expiation of one’s
own sins; Purgatory (A.D. 593), temporary
punishment in the intermediate realm for the
imperfect; Mechanical instruments of music
in the worship ( A.D. 670); C elibacy (A.D.
1015) priests forbidden to marry (cf. 1 Tim.
4:3); The Confessional ( A.D. 1215), the
secret confession of sin in the ear of a priest
in order to secure his absolution; Sprinkling
for baptism—the first case of such on record
is that of Novatian ( A.D. 251), who was
“baptized by affusion in the bed as he lay.”
At first this caused a schism in the Catholic
Church, but in tim e the exception became
the rule.
This ecclesiasticism did not spring into
existence over night. It i s the lengthy development of the apostasy predicted by
Christ and the apostles. It is of purely
human origin in doctrine and practice. W e
urge men and wom en to forsake all s uch
human developments and gladly em brace
the unadulterated gospel of Christ and His
church.

“Is it possible to accept with
intellectual honesty what the Bible
states and yet be truly scientific?”

I Thought Verily with Myself

The apostle Paul said of himself before
his conversion to Christ: “I verily thought
with myself, that I ought to do many things
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth”
(Acts 26:9). Paul later confessed that he did
those contrary wor ks in ignorance. Those
things “he thought he ought to do” were
wrong; they were the works of ignorance.
His ignorance wrought havoc w ith the
church of Christ. It killed m any innocent
Christian men and women. By his own
admission those things which he thought he
ought to do made him the “chief of sinners”
(1 Tim. 1:15).
Many today are doing that which they
think they ought to do, and like Paul, doing
things that are contrary to the name Jesus of
Nazareth. Paul’s conscience did not af flict
him when he gave his voice unto death of
Christians (Acts 23:1; 24:16). His
conscience was not a safe guide. Neither is

the satisfied conscience of those who now
worship contrary to the gospel of Christ a
safe guide. Don’t be m istaken about what
you ought to do in the name of Jesus. Read
the Bible. “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God” (2 T im. 2:15). The gospe l of
Christ reveals that which we all ought to do.
It reveals what is right: the right f aith, the
right worship, right living, the right church,
the right religion that is approved by Christ.
Measure all things by the Word of God.
That is the safe way. That is the way to
make your calling and election sure. Be of
the Berean character: “These were m ore
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the scri ptures daily,
whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
Let none dece ive those who would be
followers of Christ. It is His trut h that
makes men free (John 8:32).

What Did You Say?

James warns us of the dam age that
one’s tongue may do: “Even so the tongue is
a little member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little f ire
kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity:...and setteth on fire the course of
nature; and it is set on fire of hell” (Jam .
3:5-6). Solomon says that “In the multitude
of words there wanteth not sin” (Pro.
10:19). The words a person speaks reveals

the true nature of his heart, “for out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”
(Mat. 12:34). Words that are worthless,
false or foolish shall testif y against their
speaker in the judgm ent; “every idle word
that men shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgm ent. For by thy
words thou shalt be just ified, and by t hy
words thou shalt be condem ned” (Mat.
12:36-37).
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(2) $5.00; (1) $10.00; (1) $12.00; (3)
$15.00; (1) $18.75; (5) $20.00; (6) $25.00;
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Sick

Louise Cline
Claudius Janes
Neil Nicholson
A. J. Simmons
Cynthia Simmons

Congratulations!

Rubin and V iola Malone celebrated
their 63rd Wedding Anniversary Sunday,
August 5.
Steven and Karon Orr ar e the proud
parents of a son. Kyle Andre w was born
July 14 a nd weighed 81bs. 2 oz. Gr andparents: Doris and the late Geor ge Darling
of Jacksonville, Florida; Don and Sonja Orr
of Pensacola, Florida.
Garry and Carol Brantley are the proud
parents of a daughter. Amber Rose was born
Monday, August 6 at 4:10 a.m. and weighed
81bs. 8 oz. Grandpar ents: Elward and Dot
Brantley of Pensacola, Florida; Howard and
Rose Allen of Macon, Georgia.
GROUP TWO MEETS SUNDAY
EVENING
FOR THEIR ASSIGNMENTS
CANNED FOOD IS STILL NEEDED
FOR THE PANTRY
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August 16, 1984

Hebrews 11: Faith That Justifies

Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom
also we have access by faith i nto
this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God
(Rom. 5.1-2).
These verses of Holy Script ure introduce us to a most sublime thought: justification by faith. Such a faith st ands one
within the pale of redeeming grace, there to
live in hope of the glorious resurrection and
eternal meeting with God. Those who would
search out what it m eans to be justified by
faith would need only to turn to the eleventh
chapter of the Epistl e to the Hebrews and
there find Holy Spirit selected examples and
illustrations that id entify and de monstrate
the faith that justifies. However, one should
realize that man i s not justified by f aith
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alone. The Scriptures declare that one is
justified by the grace of God, that is, unmerited favor shown by God to undeserving
men (Rom. 3:24: 4:16; Heb. 2:9; T it. 3:5).
Also, one is justif ied by the redeeming
blood of Jesus Christ, for with that blood He
atoned for sin (Rom. 5:9; Rev. 1:5; Heb.
9:12). Then there is faith, the supply of m
an,
for without it he cannot be saved (Heb.
11:6). These three elements, each supplied
by a responsible being, contribute t o the
justification of the soul of m an: Grace on
God’s part; Blood on the part of Christ; faith
on the part of m an. Although w e greatly
appreciate the grace of God and blood of
Christ, our principal interest in this lesson is
faith, the faith that justifies man in the presence of God.
The Source of the Faith That Justifies
Basic and fundamental to the subject of

faith is Paul’s statem ent, “So then fai th
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Rom . 10:17). In this passage he
speaks of that Word as the gospel of peace,
glad tidings of good things, the gospel, and
our report (vv. 15-16). In the first chapter he
determines that Word to be “ the gospel of
God,” “the gospel of His Son,” “the gospel
of Christ,” “the truth” (vv. 1, 9, 16, 18).
He later identifies that truth, the gospel, to
be “the word of faith, which we preach”
(Rom. 10:8), and which was “made known
to all nations for the obedience of faith”
(Rom. 16:26). Inspired Prophet and Apostle,
Luke and John respectively, identified it as
“the Apostles’ doctrine” and “the doctrine
of Christ” (Acts 2:42; 2 John 9). The revelation of these truths was for the purpos e
“that ye m ight believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
ye might have life through his name” (John
20:31).
That source, the W ord of God, or the
gospel of Christ, each the same, i s altogether adequate in God’s purpose for it. It
needs no additional revelation or power for
it to accom plish its divine m ission of i mparting spiritual lif e. Jesus said th at “the
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are lif e” (John 6:63). W ithout
question, the source of justifying faith is the
Word of God; God’s divinely revealed will
for man.
The Faith That Justifies Is a Powerful,
Active, Motivating Force
The faith that justif ies is an evident
possession of the justified believe r. Jesus,
on one occasion, scolded His disciples for
their weak faith. Lacking the power of faith

they were made weak and helpless, ready to
perish in the raging sea, They came to their
Master reposed in slumber and stirred Him
awake. He q uickly calmed the sea and
raging winds, and asked them the question,
“Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:25). On another occasion Jesus recognized the faith of
a man’s friends because of their tan gible
demonstration of that faith. They , to get
near to Jesus so that He m ight heal their
friend of the palsy, broke open the roof of
the house where Jesus was and “let down
the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay .
When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto
the sick of the palsy , Son, thy sins be
forgiven thee” (Mark 2:1-5).
James presents justifying faith to be the
kind that empowers and motivates the believer to clothe the naked, feed the destitute,
to offer sacrifices, to receive God’s m essengers, to be zealousl y effected by the
power of faith that is spiritually m otivated
and visibly demonstrated. James chides the
man who could claim to have an effective,
active, saving, justifying fa ith yet such a
faith being a dead faith without productive
works (Jam. 2:15-26).
The faith that justifies is the stimulus of
spiritual life. One stands by f aith (2 Cor.
1:24; 1 Cor. 16:13); one’s spiritual life is to
be by faith” (2 Cor. 5:7; Rom. 4:12); and it
is through faith we understand (Rom. 1:20;
Heb. 11:3). The whole of the Christian li fe
is “live by the faith ofthe Son of God.” Paul
demonstrates the stimulus of spiritual faith
in the physical body as being one crucified
with Christ, yet alive by Christ; a life that is
lived by the spir itual, aggressive, active
principle of faith (Gal. 2:20).

The faith that justifies brings victory to
all “them that have obtaine d like precious
faith” (2 Pet.1:1; John 5:4-5). Those of that
precious faith live in “this present world,” a
“world that lieth in wickedness,” a w orld
that is saturated with sinful lust and devilish
pride (Gal. 1:4; 1 John 5:19; 2:16), a world
over which he is still the victor. The victory
is not his because of his own powers and
abilities, but rather a victory by m eans of
faith. “In all these things we are m ore than
conquerors through hi m that loved us”
(Rom. 8:37-39). This victory is even so
much more than a victory over a sinf ul
world for it is also a clear and decisive

victory over death and corruption, the grave
and hades. It is a victory in yonder world for
the man who i s justified by faith has his
“citizenship...in heaven; whence also we
wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:...
who shall fashion anew the body of our
humiliation, that it may be conformed to the
body of his glory” (P hi. 3:20-21; 1 John
3:2).
The active principle of motivating faith
is a spir itual power that indeed gives a
victory in life, a victory over the world and
over the greatest fear and dread of all, the
fear and power of death.

From the Pencils of Babes
Jim Faughn

Recently, I ha d the opportunity to do
two things that I loveto do and to do both of
them at the same time. It was my privilege
to hear G uy N. Woods preach. That is
always rewarding. At the same time, I got to
spend some time with m y son. Brother
Arnold, Adam, and I w ent to Carbondale
during their recent short gospel meeting.
During part of the serm on, Adam was
busy with a pencil and a sheet paper . I did
not pay m uch attention to what he was
doing until he handed me a note which said,
“I love the Lord Be Koss he Furst loveb
me.” By that time, I had just about forgotten
what songs we had sung prior to the serm
on.
The note rem inded me that we had sung,
“Why I Love the Lord.”
I hope I never lose that note. It won’t be

a keepsake because of t he “creative”
spelling and capitalization it contains. I t is
important to m e for at least two other
reasons.
First, contrary to what som e seem to
think, our “little people” do absorb much of
what goes on during a service. T here are
those who stay at hom e because they have
young children. T heir reasoning is that
neither the adults nor the children will
benefit from attending. I firmly believe that
both will benef it from being at e very
service.
There is also the “childr en’s church”
idea. Some advocate taking the children to
a place removed from the main auditorium
to participate in activities which are
supposedly more relevant to the children.

Maybe I’m missing something in that
argument, but I still believe that the best
place for “junior” to be is right next to Dad
and Mom.
The other reason that I treasure that
note has to do with the message it contains.
Of all of the thought s expressed in the
songs, prayers, and serm on that evening,
there are not many that could surpass those
expressed in the words of that grand song.

Why God would l ove the unlovable is
difficult to comprehend. On the other hand,
the reason why we should love Him is
simple enough for a child to understand.
We sing “Why I Love the Lord” here
from time to time. The message of that song
should have a great im pact on us. L et us
sing that song “in spirit and in truth” and
express our love to God in daily service.
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Preaching for Souls

Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was lost”
(Luke 19:10). Our Sa vior gave us a good
reason for seeking lost men when He said,
“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or
what shall a m an give in exchange for his
soul?” (Mat. 16:26). T rue Christians are
interested in the s ouls of lost m en; in
bringing them to the Lamb of God, or
calling men and women back to the ancient
order of New T estament worship and
service. One finds this arresting statement in
chapter twelve of Paul’s second letter to the

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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Corinthians, “I seek not yours, but you” (v.
14). Amid the welter of char ges as to the
motives which drive men to every corner of
the earth to preach the gospel, we find here
the perfect answer . The purpose o f
preaching is not earthly g ain, but the
salvation of human souls. The relatively few
who have preached from ulterior motives,
and whose Christianity is but a sham,cannot
obscure the bright light of s incerity which
shines forth from every hum ble child of
God. Paul’s words establishes the lofty goal
for which we serve Christ today for—“W e
seek not yours, but you.”

1 Corinthians 1:15
INTRODUCTION:
1. Defends the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ
2. Inspires purity of the life in the Christian. Assurance, confidence in believers
3. Verses 1-6; Paul presents the gospel triangle death, burial and resurrection as the certified
gospel and the means of saving the soul of mankind
4. In logical form Paul reasons in four steps If, But, How, and Therefore
I. IF (THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD) (v. 13)
A. Christ did not rise (v. 13)
B. Christianity is vain (v. 14)
1. Preaching is vain (v. 14)
2. Believing is vain (v. 14)
C. The Apostles were false (v. 15)
1. Witnessed falsely (v. 15; cf Acts 1:8; 2:22-36; 8:5-12)
2. That Christ arose (v. 15)
D. All are lost (vv. 17-18)
1. Living in sin (v. 17)
2. Dead are without hope (v. 18)
3. Truly Christians would be “most miserable” (v. 18)
II. BUT (THERE IS A RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD) (v. 20)
A. Christ did rise (v. 20; cf. Acts 1:9-10; Mat. 28:6)
1. Adam caused death (vv. 21-22)
2. Christ brought life (vv. 21-22)
B. Christians will rise (vv. 22-23)
1. Christ was the “firstfruits” (v. 23)
2. Christians are the “rest of the harvest” (v. 23)
3. After the resurrection comes “the end” (v. 24)
a. Christ will return the kingdom to God (v. 24)
b. Christ will have conquered all enemies (vv. 24-26)
c. God will be totally exalted (vv. 27-28)
4. If no resurrection then why are some “baptized for the dead” (v. 29)
C. Apostles were convinced of the resurrection (vv. 30-32)
1. Stood in jeopardy every hour (vv. 30-31)
2. Useless to suffer if there is no resurrection (v. 32)
3. Instead of sacrificiously suffering we should “eat, drink” (v. 32)
a. This philosophy of life is deceitful (v. 33)
b. This philosophy of life leads to corruption of good morals (v. 33)

4.

Salvation exist for the sober, faithful disciple (v. 34)
a. Awake to righteous and sin not (v. 34)
b. Make the “good news” known to all (cf. Mat. 28:19-20)
III. HOW (ARE THE DEAD RESURRECTED) (v. 35)
A. First comes death (v. 36)
1. Burying the body is like planting a seed (v. 36)
2. Final fruits is different from the planted seed (v. 37)
B. In the resurrection, God gives a new body (v. 38)
1. A body according to His will (v. 38)
2. God gives to every soul its own distinct body (v. 38)
a. Distinct just as all forms of “flesh” have their distinctness (vv. 40-41)
b. And as all “heavenly bodies” have their distinction (vv. 40-41)
C. God gives a spiritual body (vv. 42-49)
1. The opposite of the physical body (vv. 42-44)
a. Physical body is corrupt, dishonorable and weak (vv. 42-43)
b. Spiritual body is incorrupt, glorious and powerful (vv. 42-43)
2. The same as Christ’s resurrected body (vv. 45-47)
a. Adam was a living soul, natural and earthly (vv. 45-47)
b. Christ was a quickening spirit, spiritual and heavenly (vv. 45-47)
c. As we now appear like Adam we shall then appear like Christ (vv. 48- 49)
D. God gives a spiritual body “in a moment” (vv. 50-57)
1. Dead must be resurrected and the living must be transformed (vv. 50-51)
2. Resurrection and transformation will occur “in a moment” (v. 52)
3. And Christ will have conquered death (vv. 53-57)
IV. THEREFORE (v. 58)
A. Be ye steadfast
B. Be unmovable
C. Be always abounding in the work of the Lord
D. Know that your labor is not in vain
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8/12/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (1) $10.00;
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Inez Brantley will undergo surgery on
her knee Tuesday in Birmingham.
GROUP FOUR MEETS SUNDAY
EVENING FOR THEIR ASSIGNMENTS
CANNED FOOD IS STILL NEEDED
FOR THE PANTRY
ICE CREAM SUPPER - August 26
following the evening service.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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Bellview School of Preaching Begins
Eleventh Year

It doesn’t seem that a decade is a long
period, but on the other hand, if one stops
and tries to recount and bring to memory the
many and varied events which have transpired in a ten year period, he is astounded at
the time involved.
I can rem ember when the Bellview
Preacher Training School started. It had its
first class on Septem ber 3. Classes we re
conducted at night because we only had one
full time student. Most of our students were
men who had to work in secular jobs to
support themselves and their families.
Since that feeble beginning, we ha ve
graduated some forty or more men. Of that
number most of them are engaged in ful l
time work for the Lor d. Five of them are
missionaries on the island of Taiwan. Only

time and eternity w ill reveal all the good
which has been and hopef ully shall be
accomplished by this school. The Bellview
Preacher Training School is under the
oversight of the elders of the Bellview
church of Christ. Brother Fred Stancliff, one
of our elders, ser ved as a teacher in the
school for several year s, and I m ight add
that he taught without any mone tary
remuneration whatsoever from the school.
In fact brother Fred was and still is one of
the best supporters of the school. He has
recently resigned from his place as an
instructor in order that he can devote m ore
time to his ever-demanding work of serving
as one the elders for the Bellview church of
Christ.
Speaking of supporters of the school,

no greater could be mentioned than our own
local congregation, the Bellview church of
Christ. The congregation has been so very
patient and understanding down through the
past ten years, especially were they so in the
lean times when it looked as if the school
would not survive. Those of us who have
been here since its inception owe a great
deal to this great c hurch. I personally am
thankful to be a part of this great and good
congregation of God’s people.
We have also been blessed by help
from many other congregations and
individuals for which we shall e ver be in
their debt. We pray that you who are our
helpers and defenders will not cease your
labor of love. Please continue, and may God
continue to bless you as you work with us in

training men to preach the unsearch able
riches of Christ.
If the Lord will our eleventh year will
start on Septem ber 4, 1984. W e are
anxiously waiting for the start of a new
term, for the new students who will com e,
and for being counted worthy to be a part of
the great work of training good m en to go
into the fields to reap the harvest ofprecious
souls for the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. Grateful I am , unworthy I feel, but
thankful I am to be a small part of this great
work, of this great school and congregation
and most of all a servant of God. Pray for
us, my brethren, as we shall for you.
In His service,
W. C. Temple

The Dependables
Fred Davis

There is a group in the church that is
taken for granted so much some forget they
are worthy of the Lord. I have reference to
the nucleus in ever y congregation around
which all activities revolve. These people go
to worship whether they are visited or not.
They volunteer for m any tasks. W hen the
doors of the m eeting house are open they
are present. They se ek out and speak to
visitors. They are t he first to respond to a
need. Many of them teach classes, and have
done so for years without a “vacation.”
When trouble com es, they m eet it as
best they can, and go right on serving God.
If they are disappointed, they look to Him

who never disappoints, and go right on
doing right. T hrough the years they have
met with sorrows, hurts and troubles just
like those that com e to us all, an d never
once considered quitting. These people are
seldom ever thanked. Others get attention,
are visited and encouraged. But these,
because of their fai thfulness and constant
service, seldom get the recognition they
deserve. But if by som e tragedy they were
suddenly taken from a congregati on, their
worth would be appreciated. The y are the
life of every congregation of the world.
But this I say, He which soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly;

and he which s oweth bountifully
shall reap also bounti fully.... And
God is able to m ake all grace
abound toward you; that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all
things, may abound to every good
work:... Now he that m inistereth
seed to the sower both m inister

bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, a nd increase the
fruits of your righteousne ss;)
Being enriched in ev ery thing to
all bountifulness, which causeth
through us thanksgiving to God (2
Cor. 9:6, 8,10-11).

The preceding article was written by one of the students in
the Bellview Preacher Training School.

FIRM FOUNDATION LECTURESHIP
September 9-12, 1984
Theme:
“The Firm Foundation of God Standeth”
Location:
SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST
8900 Manchaca Road
Austin, Texas 78748

The Church Universally HATED by Sectarians
Churches of God
Churches of Christ
Church of God
Church of Christ
My Church
Church of the Lord
Body of Christ
Family of God
Head: Christ
Members: Saints

¤
¤
¤
¤
¤

SAME CHURCHES
SAME CHURCH
SAME CHURCH
SAME CHURCH
SAME CHURCH

NO OTHER CHURCH
IS MENTIONED
OR AUTHORIZED
In the New Testament
You are IN This Church, or
LOST,
For IT ALONE Was
PURCHASED
WITH CHRIST’S OWN BLOOD
(Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23-28)
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Bethea Faison
Vera Fleetwood
Claudius Janes
Rick Jones
Rubin Malone

How We Gave

Our heartfelt sympathies are extended
to the family of Cynthia Sim mons who
passed away August 22. Her funeral was
held August 25.
Our sympathy to the Harold Maxey
family in the death of his niece, Shirley Jean
Hilbert. She passed away August 18 i n
Huntsville, Alabama.

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

175
199
166
147
$3069

CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (5) $10.00; (3) $15.00;
(1) $17.50; (4) $20.00; (1) $24.00; (4)
$25.00; (1) $32.00; (4) $40.00; (1) $42.00;
(1) $43.00; (1) $45.00; (1) $46.00; (5)
$50.00; (1) $60.00; (1) $70.00; (1) $75.00;
(1) $83.00; (5) $100.00; (1) $1 10.00; (1)
$130.00; (1) $133.00; (1) $145.00; (2)
$150.00; (1) $153.00; (1) $161.00.
CURRENCY: (29) $1.00; (2) $5.00; (2)
$10.00; (1) $20.00. CHANGE: $5.81.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $3,069.31.

Sick

Inez Brantley
Louise Cline

Sympathy

News and Notes

Lewis and Christine Blair have moved
to Tennessee. Their address is PO Box 313,
Manchester, TN 37355.
New Visitation Director and Secretary:
Bill Coss and Yvita Jones.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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And Now, A New Agnosticism?
Bill Jackson

For well over a year now , we have en
developing in the kingdom a m ovement
away from the New Testament teaching of
baptism for the rem ission sins. This thrust
has been led by men who are moaning about
our becoming “sectarian,” and they have
instituted a “broad-minded” view that “there
are Christians—sincere, devout and knowledgeable—in all the de nominations.” Prominent in broad-ting those views are such
men as R ubel Shelly and Joe Beam.
Liberalism being what it is, and brethren as
weak as they are in many places, the movement is catching on.
In my extended correspondence with
other Shelly, I finally pressed as to whether
Baptism is for the remission of sins or not.
All I could get f rom him was the f act that
baptism must be f or remission of si ns or

some equally biblical reason. Much of the
teaching, in this element of the brotherhood,
is that baptism must be “to obey Christ,”—
and let’s not get particular beyond that. The
Baptist manual teaches that baptism is
essential to “obeying Christ” but is not essential for salvation, and is exactly what
these brethren are now saying. It finally will
boil down to a subjective thing—you are a
Christian if you feel you are, and regardless
of your baptism. A “new agnosticism”—you
just never could be sure, and therefore must
accept anyone and anything.
That has been m ade clear by brot her
Reuel Lemmons’ article in the March Action. He puts down the idea that the body of
the Lord contains the only Christians
as“sectarian foolishness.” He goes on to say
that determining who is a Christian belongs

to the Lord, and to no one else. He doesn’t
even allow the Lord to show us through the
Word, for he states that “we can, and do,
form our opinions upon t he basis of t he
evidence we can see and understand but this
opinion must never become a matter of
faith. Can we see the im port of t hat? In
other words, you and I, in reading the W
ord,
recognize that faith, repentance, confession
and baptism are n ecessary if one is to
become a C hristian, and upon a person
doing these things, he is a Christian! But,
that’s just our opinion, based on what we
see and know, and it cannot be a m atter of
faith! But brethren, Paul said that it coul d
be a matter of faith (Rom. 10:17).

What this says then, is that despite
one’s lack of repentance, or lack of baptism,
he still might be a Christian, and thus we no
reason for denying that one is a Christian
regardless. We never thought we would see
the day when men would then turn to state
that others are C hristians by their claim
only, and the face of their rej ection of the
principles of obedience. That, brethr en, is
pure sectarianism, and of the sort long
accepted by the greater part of the religious
world...you are a Christian if you think you
are, regardless of the W ord.” It is sad to
remember that brother Lemmons once knew
better, as did brethren Shelly and Bean.

Not Separate Institutions

The
Church
and
kingdom
have
the
same
marks
of
identity

Identifying Mark
1. Beginning Date and
Place
2. Boundary of Territory
3. Owner of Institution
4. Ruler Over Its
Inhabitants
5. Governing Law in
Realm
6. Christ Gave the Keys
7. The Terms of
Entrance
8. Those Holding
Membership
9. The Memorial Supper
Set
10. Its Glory and
Exaltation
11. Reward for the Faithful
12. Time of Deliverance

The Kingdom
Isa. 2:2-3

The Church
Acts 2:1-47

Dan. 2:44
John 18:36
1 Tim. 6:15

Mark 16:15
Mat. 16:18
Eph. 5:23

Isa. 2:3

Acts 2:38-47

Mat. 16:19
John 3:5

Mat. 16:18
Acts 2:38-47

Col. 1:13

Col. 1:2

Mat. 26:29

1 Cor. 11:20-27

Isa. 2:2-3

Eph. 3:21

Mat. 25:31-34
1 Cor. 15:24

1 Cor. 15:58
1 The. 4:16-17

MODERNISM

versus

The BIBLE
In spite of the trem endous influence for
good the Bible has had upon m an, many who
profess to be its friends deny some of its basic
and fundamental doctrines. Some of the m ost
wonderful events of the Old T estament, the
virgin birth of Christ, the miracles of Christ and
His apostles are explained away as nonessentials. These contingents were at first
restricted to unbelievers, bu t now some
prominent religious leaders also reject these
fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith.
BIBLE INSPIRED OF GOD
The Bible indisputably claims for itself the
inspiration of God. “For we have not followed
cunningly devised fables, wh en we m ade
known unto you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty.... We have also a m ore sure word of
prophecy; whereunto y e do well that y e take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise
in your hearts: Knowing this first, tha t no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecycame not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”
(2 Pet. 1:16-21).
About forty men were engaged in writing
the Bible, and they wrote over a period of
sixteen hundred years; yet, the statement of one
is never contradicted by another. Prophecies
were made and fulfilled. Almost every event in
the life of Christ was a fulfilled prophe cy.

Many scientific facts were anticipated by the
ancient prophets of God. Job knew of an empty
place over the north that was not known until
modern times (Job 26:7). Isaiah knew the earth
was round, a fact which was denied until
modern times (Isa. 40:22). David knew of the
paths in the sea, a fact w hich was not
discovered until recently (Psa. 8:8). Thesefacts
cannot be accounted for except God inspired
this wonderful Book!
MODERNISM DENIES INSPIRATION
The Bible is insp ired of God! Being
inspired, the Bible gives an infallible record of
the essentials. Listed below a re some points
that inspiration declares but that are denied by
modernists.
1. Virgin Birth of Christ (Mat. 1:18-25; Lu ke
1:26-25).
2. Miracles and signs of Christ (John 20:3031).
3. Death (Mat. 27:35-38; Mark 15:24-28; Luke
23-33-38; John 19:18-24).
4. Resurrection and appearances (Mat. 28;
Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21).
To deny these is to reject Christ as being
what He claimed to be, the “Son of God”; and
to reduce Him to a mere man who was either
deceived or dishonest. The Bible is not a book
that can be partially rejected without doing
violence to its claims to inspiration. We must
either accept or reject it as it is!
True faith cannot be cased on imagination,
but must depend o n sufficient evidence.
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Sick

173
194
166
164
$3313

Louise Cline
Claudius Janes
Rick Jones
Rubin Malone
Inez Brantley

How We Gave

Baptisms

CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (3) $10.00; (3) $15.00;
(1) $15.50; (3) $20.00; (4) $25.00; (1)
$30.00; (1) $32.00; (4) $40.00; (1) $42.00;
(1) $43.00; (3) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (3)
$60.00; (1) $65.00; (1) $70.00; (1) $75.00;
(2) $83.00; (9) $100.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$131.00; (1) $145.00; (2) $150.00; (1)
$161.00. CURRENCY: (27) $1.00; (4)
$5.00; (4) $10.00; (2 ) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 4 . 6 2 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$3,313.12.

Mrs. Karen, La net and Don Ho Jr
were baptized by Jeff Orr on 18.

News and Notes

Ladies Bible Class begins Tuesday,
September 11.
Gospel Meeting—Eastgate
Sept. 9-13 — 7:30 P.M.
Jerry Gaw, Evangelist
GROUP TWO MEETS SUNDAY FOR
VISITATION ASSIGNMENTS

.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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I Believe in Jesus
Grady Miller

Faith, or Belief, in the Lord Christ is an
absolutely indispensable essential to our
soul’s salvation (Heb. 1 1:6; Gal. 3.26). In
fact, the one who refuses to believe on Jesus
will not only be condem ned in the f uture,
but stands condemned already! (John 3:18).
Still, what does it m ean to believe in
Jesus? What are we to believe about Him ?
To be sure, there is more to believe than the
mere fact of Jesus’ historicity—that He was
a real man who lived and die d almost two
thousand years ago. Sa ving faith in Jesus
involves much more than that. Notice our
Lord’s words in John 8:24—“ except ye
believe that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins.” In John 8 Jesus dem anded that His
followers believe on Him; their belief would
include recognition of His divine father (vv.

24, 28), His divine mission (vv. 24, 28), and
His divine authority (vv. 26, 56-59).
And, so, it is today. To believe on Jesus
is to be lieve certain things about Him ,
including the following.
To believe on Jesus is to believe that
He is God’s Son. He came into this world,
but He existed before this world (John 1:1).
He was born in the flesh, but not like other
men are born (Mat. 1:18-25). He paid the
ransom price for the sins of the world—His
own shed blood! Only God’s only begotten
Son could have done this!
To believe on Jesus is to believe that
He is Saviour. No other price could have
been paid to r emit our sins, other than His
own precious blood (1 Pet. 1:18-19). There
(Continued on page 3)

Many people in various Catholic and Protestant denominations often make the
statement: “I don’t go along with everything my church teaches.” Those who say this
are not agnostics nor infidels. Usually they are folk who are sincere and honest with
themselves and with others.
PRACTICES NOT AUTHORIZED
As these people read God’s Word for themselves they learn that there are certain practices
being observed in their churches which are not authorized in the Bible. Therefore, they want
to be loyal to God and refrain from unlawful teachings and practices.
GO BACK TO PENTECOST
If each person today could go back beyond Catholic
and Protestant denominations (divisions)
to the time when only the Lord’s church existed,he would learn that the church of Christ was
composed of every Christian. He would learn thatin the beginning of the Lord’s church there
were no divisions or denominations.
NOT POSSIBLE THEN
Christ’s church had no authority to f ormulate doctrine or teaching, theref ore no Christian
could make the statement: “I do not believe ever ything my church teaches,” because the
church was based on the inspired Word of God alone. He might as well have said, “I don’t
believe what God’s word teaches.” The church of Christ remains the same today.
BE JUST A CHRISTIAN
Today it is possible for everyone to be just a Christian, and belong to that divine institution
established by Jesus (Mat. 16:18). Mem bers of the church of Christ (Rom . 16:16) cannot
make the statement, “I don’t believe everything my church teaches” for the church of Christ
today is governed strictly by the W ord of God in name, organization, membership, creed,
mission and unity.
You are invited to investigate the church of Ch rist near you today. Christ is its creed, the
Bible its only rule.

is no other way to the Father, save through
Him (John 13:6). Jesus is “also he is able to
save to the utterm ost them that draw near
unto God through him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).
To believe on Jesus is to believe in
His Lordship. In this context, “Lord” is
more than a title of honor and respect,
instead it signif ies Jesus is our Master,
with the authority to bind and command (cf.
Mat. 28:18). We are willing slaves or bonds
boreants under Jesus , as was Paul (Rom.
1:1). This was the understanding Peter had

in mind when he declared on the day of
Pentecost, “therefore know assuredly , that
God hath made him both Lord and Christ,
this Jesus whom ye crucified” (Acts 2:36).
Since Jesus is the Master , and w e are
servants to His will, everything we say or do
will be in His name (Col. 3:17). To believe
in Jesus is to belie ve in H is deity, His
willingness and ability to save the lost, and
His heavenly authority. This type of faith
demands that w e submit to and obey His
every command. This is the essence of
saving faith.

Christ is its creed, the Bible its only rule.
What is the...

Church of Christ?

Millions have asked this question in view of its remarkable growth.
The answer is found in the New Testament. Romans 16:16.
Jesus Christ promised to build His church.
“Upon this rock I will build my church” (Mat. 16:18).
Forty days after His resurrection, Christ built Hi
s church when three ht ousand became Christians
and were added to it (Acts 2:38, 47). The churchof Christ was built uponthe foundation of Jesus
as the Son of God. “For other foundation can no m
an lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 3:11).
CHRIST IS THE ONLY HEAD OF THE CHURCH and He, alone has preem inence in it.
“And he [ Christ] is the head of the body, the church:...that in all things he m ight have the
preeminence” (Col. 1:18). Jesus said, “All power isgiven unto me in heaven and in earth” (Mat.
28:18).
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOT A DENOMINATION. It is the kingdom of God. It is
non-denominational and Christ-centered by its very nature. It is neither Catholic nor Protestant.
It is not controlled by an ecclesiastical hierarchy, since every member is a priest under Christ,
the High Priest (1 Pet. 2:9).
WHEREVER CHRIST IS PREACHED and men believe in Him, repent, and are baptized
(immersed) into Him, Christians are made (Gal. 3:27). Then God adds themto the church which
is the undenominational body of Christ.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST is pleading f or primitive Christianity, the restoration of the
apostolic church, and the unity of all Christians.Jesus said, “The seed is the word of God” (Luke
8:11). When this seed is sow n today, it will bear the same fruit that it produced in the f irst
century of Christianity.

Free

No doubt you will want to know more about this vital pica to restore New
Testament Christianity in this present age. Write for a valuable tract on
“WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?” which will be sent without obligation.
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New Members

Tom and Pat Franklin placed their
membership with us Septem ber 9, 1984.
They live at 1580 T exar Drive; 32503.
Brother Franklin is teaching English i n the
Bellview Preacher T raining School. We
welcome them to Bellview.
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True Love

A million songs have been written
extolling the grea tness of love, love is a
favorite theme of the poet. Almost all
people love someone; most people are loved
by someone. Love seems to be a universal
thing. Although love is so universal there
seems to be no them e that is m ore misunderstood. There is no wor d or emotion
that is so ill def ined as love. Sexual
immorality, physical abuse, betrayal, even
murderous acts are all com mitted in the
name of love. It is evident that many who
profess to love do not know what love is.
Many who profess to love God and His
Son do not know what they are talking
about! Fervent religionists zealously, even
defiantly, affirm their love for Jesus Christ
and at the same time by their actions deny
that they love Him . “Action speaks louder
than words,” the old adage.

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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Jesus tells us what is true love. T rue
love is obedience to His will. True love for
Christ manifests itself in obedience to the
will of God. Several tim es in a single
chapter the Lord emphasizes that true love
is obedience: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.... He that hath m y commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me:...If a m an love m e, he will kee p my
words” (John 14:15, 21, 23). He clearly refutes the claims of those who say they love
Him, yet will not submit to His divine
commands: “He that loveth me not keepeth
not my sayings” (John 14:24). Here clearly
He teaches that those who do not keep His
sayings do not love Him. Love demands the
respect of obedience.
The religious world has gone soft on a
perverted love; a love of proclamation, even
emotion, but a love barren of obedience.

Those who love Christ ar e those who
believe Him to be the Son of God (John
8:24), who repent accor ding to His Word
(Luke 13:5), those who confess Him before
others (Mat. 10:32-33) and those who obey
His will in baptismfor their salvation (Mark
16:16). “And why call ye m e, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say? ” (Luke
6:46). “Not every one that saith unto m e,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven” (Mat. 7:21).

Christ is the Savior only of them that obey
Him (Heb. 5:9).
There is quite a dif ference in vain
claims of affection and true dem onstration
of love for the Sa vior. Your obedience to
His will reveals dem onstration of love for
the Savior. Your obedience to His wi ll
reveals a true love for Him . Your negative
and disobedient response to His will reveals
only a vain and s inful claim of love for
Christ.

About Your Salvation

Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was lo st”
(Luke 19:10). Our Savior gave us a good
reason for seeking lost men, when He said,
“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? ”
(Mat. 16:26). True Christians are interested
in the souls of lost men, in bringing them to
the “Lamb of God” or calling m en and
women back to the an cient order of Ne w
Testament worship and service. In the
twelfth chapter of Paul’s second epistle to
the Corinthians is found this arresting
statement: “I seek not yours, but you” (2

Cor. 12:14). Amid the welter of charges as
to the m otives which drive m en to every
corner of earth to preach the gospel, we find
here the perfect an swer. The purpose of
preaching is not earthly gain but the
salvation of human souls. The relatively few
who have preached from ulterior motives,
and whose Christianity is but a sham,cannot
obscure the bright light of sinceri ty which
shines forth from every hum ble child of
God. Paul’s words establish the lofty goal
for which we serve Christ t oday. “We seek
not yours but you.”
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How We Gave

9/9/84 - CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (5) $10.00;
(3) $15.00; (5) $20.00; (3) $25.00; (1)
$32.00; (4) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00;
(1) $46.00; (6) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (2)
$60.00; (1) $75.00; (1) $90.00; (7) $100.00;
(1) $111.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1)
$150.00; (1) $ 205.00. CURRENCY: (39)
$1.00; (5) $5.00; (4) $10.00; (1) $20.00.
CHANGE: $7.53. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $ 2,811.53.
9/16/84 - CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (5) $10.00;
(3) $15.00; (3 ) $20.00; (1) $20.75; (3)
$25.00; (2) $30.00; (1) $32.00; (30 $40.00;
(1) $42.00; (1 ) $43.00; (1) $46.00; (5)
$50.00; (1) $51.00; (1) $60.00; (1) $75.00;
(2) $83.00; (7) $100.00; (1) $105.00; (1)
$130.00; (1) $145.00; (1) $150.00,
CURRENCY: (27) $1.00; (5) $5.00; (2)
$10.00; (2) $20.00. CHANGE: $4.81.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,547.56.

Sick

Louise Cline
Dot Dodd
Inez Simmons
Linda Parker
Terrell Parker
Bill Crowe - Navy Hospital, Room 7038

Restored

Wanda and Sandy Davis came forward
Sunday evening asking for the pra yers of
the church on their behalf.

Sympathy

Our sincere sympathy to the family of
Claudius Janes who passed a way Saturday
night. The funeral was held T uesday
afternoon.

BISHOPS
Hairston Brantley
Harold Cozad
Bill Gallaher
Don Orr
Fred Stancliff
Eugene Walp

Volume XIII

DEACONS
Henry Born
Elward Brantley
Ervin Brantley
Paul Brantley
Jerry Caine
Charles Garrett
James Loy
Richard Parker
W. R. Thornhill
Charles Williams

EVANGELIST
Max R. Miller
Editor
MISSIONARY
Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

September 27, 1984

Apologetics

“Christian Apologetics is the comprehensive philosophical, theological, and factual demonstration of the truthfulness of our
Christian religion” (Ramm). “Christian
Apologetics is the scientific vindication of
the divine authority of the Christian
religion” (Keyser). Christian Apologetics is
the positive demonstration and declaration
in favor of the existence of God and the
genuineness and authe nticity of Hi s
revelation to man in the Book of God, the
Bible. Apology and Apologetics are words
derived from the Greek word apologia (apo
and logia), meaning “a discourse in favor
of.” In scientific usage these words signify
a systematic and closely reasoned vindication. Christian Apologetics is the vindication of all claim s to the dei ty, power, wisdom, and existence of God as has been
revealed to m an; first to Adam and con-

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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sequently testified to all generations
throughout time.
Many people prefer to use the term
Christian Evidences in reference to this
subject matter more so than the term
Christian Apologetics. This is as well and
perhaps better. Apologetics is “a discourse
in favor of, a discourse that by logical r easoning and from evidentuary observations
and presentations m akes its claim s and
defenses in an irresistible and irrefutable
discourse. Those observa tions and presentations are evidences from which the
discourse is drawn. The expre ssion
Christian Evidences carries the true spirit
of the theme, t hat is, evidences and proofs
of God and His declarations and assertions.
Christian Evidence is the scientific proof of
the divine auth ority of the Christian
religion” (Keyser). Christian Evidences is

the presentation of bonifide evidence that
proves its case, and justif ies the Christian
faith. The evidence is drawn frommany and
varied sources that are readily accessible to
mankind.
Apologetics, Christian Evidences, is the
oldest branch of Bi blical Science. The
Christian’s fundamental thesis for his
defense of the faith is of apostolic sanction:
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to give an answer t o
every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear”
(1 Pet. 3:15). “Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good” (1 The. 5:21). Believers
from the very eve of Christianity have been
called on to “prove,” to “give an answer”
for the reason of thei r eternal hope.
“Reason” bespeaks of logic, system ,
evidence; “hope” is contrasted with “wish”
or “perhaps.” The basis of hope is desire as
reasoned from certainties.
Apologetics is the b attleground of
Christianity. The apostle Peter on the very
birthday of Christianity took the field of
battle. His sermon recorded in the second
chapter of Acts m ay rightly be considered
evangelistic; it also is apologetical. Peter
presents evidence to his audience, evidence
that was strong and convincing in its nature.
The events of the d ay were those things
fore-spoken by the prophet Joel, one whom
all Israel acknowledged as a prophet of God.
Peter’s hearers accepted the events of that
day as the fulfillm ent of Joel’s prophecy.
Peter then moves to certain evidentual facts
that could not be denied: Jesus was “a man
approved of God among you by m iracles
and wonders and signs, whi ch God did by

him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves
also know” (Acts 2:22). This could not be
denied. Furthermore, “ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Whom God hath raised up, havi ng loosed
the pains of death” (Acts 2:23-24). They had
crucified Him, multitudes in Judaea could
testify that they had seen Him crucified and
hanging on the cross. Many had seen Him
after the crucif ixion and His resurrectio n
from the dead. The only answ er to H is
return to life was the power of the resurrection. Peter calls further evidence to
their minds, evidence that no one in Israel
could deny, the testim ony of D avid as
recorded in the sacred oracles of Israel (Psa.
16:8-11). Peter’s sermon was apologetical,
he “spoke fort h” in defense of Christ and
mightily converted the hearers.
Stephen, the evangelist, wa s the har binger of the m any apologists who would
pay with their live s for the privilege of
“speaking forth” the joy of salvation as it is
in Christ Jesus. His discourse in the seventh
chapter of Acts is truly a pologetic. Before
the high priest and a multitude of other Jews
he cited evidence of past historical af fairs
that none could deny . Abraham’s burying
ground, with his fam ily remains, even the
remains of Joseph, was a landmark in Israel.
The piled stones com memorating pages
from Israel’s histor y sprinkled the land,
altars of evidence of whi ch Stephen spoke
dotted the nation “from Dan to Beersheba.”
It was recorded on the pages of “t heir history” that they, as a nation of people, had
rejected God’s will and God’s men.
Stubbornness had them and rebellion possessed Stephen’s words that set forth se

evidences enraged the people for his defense
of truth they him to death.
The earliest work ofthe apologist in the
refutation of doctrinal or am ong those of
their own ranks, Judaizers had to be stood
down and their doctrines put under the test
of truth and exposed as error. Other heresies
came in the first century defenses of the
truth had to be made. Paul warns Timothy of
those would depart from the truth giving
heed to doctrines of devils; of those who
would heap to themselves false teachers. He
urges him to speak words of sound doctrine,
to use Scriptures to refute and r eprove the
false way. These early confrontations with
Judaism and other errors were met in public
preaching and debating. The Holy Spirit
dipped the pen of inspiration and with the
hand of Peter, John, Paul, and others s ent
forth epistles expos ing and refuting false
doctrines. Because of t hose dedicated
apologists, truth prevailed, error was put

under foot, and the glorious gospel of the
kingdom spread “unto the uttermost part of
the earth.”
Sects and heresies continued to rise and
flourish through the centurie s, even until
now. Truth is eternal and unchanging. If that
truth is to achieve God’s purpos es in the
earth it m ust ever be defended fr om perversion and error. As it is essential that truth
be preached am ong all natio ns, it is also
essential that it be defended from every
form of falseness and from every per version. Paul was “set for the defence of the
gospel” (Phi. 1:17) as well as for the preaching of the gospel. Jude instructs that the
saints were to earnestly contend for the faith
which was being endangered by evil m en
who denied the truth.
The Christian today should be encouraged by the early apologist. Every a ge
must preach and teach the truth and every
age must defend the truth from its enemies.

“The churches of Christ salute you”

Romans 16.16

We are Seeking to Restore New Testament Christianity:
To have no creed but Christ; no book but the Bible; no name but Christian.
To speak where the Bible speaks; to be silent where the Bible is silent.
Facts about the church of Christ:
1. Christ is Founder and Head (Mat. 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23).
2. It is not a Denomination or a Group of Denominations (Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23).
3. It pleads for the Unity of all Believers in Christ (John 17:20-21; Eph. 4:1-6).
We Know That:
“It is NOT what the Bible teaches that divides the world into religious groups.
“It is what the Bible does NOT teach that divides the world.”
We Are Striving To:
PRESENT THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE TO A TWENTIETH CENTURY SOCIETY
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CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (3) $10.00; (3) $15.00;
(1) $18.00; (5) $20.00; (3) $25.00; (1)
$32.00; (1) $35.00; (5) $40.00; (1) $42.00;
(1) $43.00; (1) $46.00; (4) $50.00; (1)
$60.00; (2) $75.00; (1) $85.00; (8) $100.00;
(1) $112.00; (1) $124.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$145.00; (1) $161.00; (1) $240.00.
CURRENCY: (31) $1.00; (6) $5.00; (3)
$10.00; (2) $20.00. CHANGE: $5.81.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $ 3,019.81.

GOSPEL MEETING at Bellview
November 11-16, 1984
with Walter Pigg

Sick

Louise Cline
Linda Parker
Terrell Parker

Baptism

Kimberly Born, daughter of Henry and
Paulette Born, was baptized into Chr ist
Sunday evening. We rejoice w ith this
Christian family in Kim’s obedience to the
Lord and welcom e her into the f amily of
God that meets at Bellview.

News and Notes

All members who have checked books
out of the church’s library , please return
them as soon as possible.
Tom & Pat Frankl in’s telephone
number is 438-2013 and they are in ZONE
2.
ZONE ONE MEETS SUNDAY FOR
VISITATION ASSIGNMENT
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TUESDAY:
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Salvation: By Testimony or By the Scriptures?

Jesus warned about the false teachers of
His day and spoke of them as blind leaders:
“they be blind leader s of the blind. And if
the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into
the ditch” (Mat. 15:14). He also speaks of
those who follow the teachings of the false
teachers as also being blind. They both have
the same sad end: they f all into the ditch,
They come to destruction.
The false teacher often com es to his
false doctrine because he h as not fully
considered truth. Paul spoke of som e who
“received not th e love of the truth” and
because of t hat lack of l ove God would
“send them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth” (2 The. 2:1012). Those false teachers carry their doctrines to those who will hear them and will
lead them unto their sam e fatal end. They

too concluded the m atters without considering the evidence of truth.
Because of wha t some teach about
salvation and the Word of God many have
been led into the ditch of dam nable deception. False teac hers emphasize an “experience of salvation,” or the direct operation of the Holy Sp irit in conversion, or
perhaps some other way of “getting saved.”
They deny the absolute necessity of one’s
objective obedience to the Word of God.
Their followers are told that it is what is in
the heart, not that which is in the head that
bears witness of one’s salvation. It is how
you feel, not what you know that really
counts.
Because of those who teach salvation
by some direct, mystical, magical, or miraculous manner, separate and apart from the
Word of God, m any have little r egard for

the Bible and pay only lip service to it. The
real theme of their teaching and preaching is
their testimony, their “witnessing f or
Christ.” Usually they are greatly of fended
when one doubts their tes timony or denies
their experience of salvation or other claims
made in support of their religion, The false
teacher and his disciple relate many strange
and fascinating religious experiences. They
claim visions, dreams, tongues and all sort
of “super religious” gifts. They present no
bonafide evidence to substantiate their
claims. They are an authority within
themselves.
It is interesting to notice how their testimony of salvation differs from the “conversion experiences” of the New Testament.
We hear testimony today how tha t Jesus
“touched my heart and m ade me whole,”
that “Jesus, in His wonderful love, reached
down and saved me.” How did He touch the
heart to save? Others testify to the feeling of
warmth that flooded their soul and brought
salvation. Still others tell of the “wee small
voice” that spoke salvation to their soul.
One man related that the Holy Spirit seized
him while he was in a state of drunkenness
and rolled him in the gutter, stood him up,
and saved him then and there—against his
will. He said the Holy Spirit did this to him
on two different occasions! And on and on
go the stories of personal testi mony of
salvation experiences. But—is there a case
in the New T estament where one’s hear t
was touched and they were saved apart from
obedience to the gospel? Where is the Bible
record of one being saved by a warm and
cozy feeling? What Bible character heard
the “wee small voice” speaking salvation to

his soul? W hat case of New T estament
salvation is recorded where one was
convulsed and rolled on the ground and then
saved? Why do people insist on being saved
by an experience the like of which cannot be
found recorded in the Bible?
One must go to the Word and the
testimony of the Scripture in order to know
Christ and salvation. The Book of Acts
furnishes a num ber of “conversion exper iences” for those who read its pages. None
of those cases of conversion were the result
of a “warm feeling flooding the soul,” none
heard a “wee sm all voice” s peaking the
assurance of salvation, furthermore, there is
no record of convulsive conversions of the
Holy Spirit. No such cases are recorded,
such are non-biblical. Claim s for such are
false.
One will recognize that every case of
conversion in the Book of Acts was related
to the preaching of the gospel. The gospel is
the power of God unt o salvation (Rom .
1:16). Peter preached the gospel to those on
Pentecost Day. They heard and obeyed the
gospel that Peter preached. In obedience to
his instruction to “Repent, and be baptized...for the remission of sins” (Acts 2 38)
they were saved. Philip went to Samaria and
preached Christ a nd “when they believed
Philip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the nam e of Jesus
Christ, they we re baptized, both m en and
women” (Acts 8:5-12). In the same chapter
we find with the Ethiopian, “and pre ached
unto him Jesus” (A cts 8:35). On hearing
Philip’s preaching concerni ng Jesus, Hi s
death, burial, and resurrection, the Eunuch
wanted to be baptized into Christ f or the

remission (forgiveness) of his sins, t hus
becoming a Christian (Acts 8:36-39; Rom.
6:3-4; 2 Cor. 5:17). He then on his way
rejoicing because he had the privilege of
hearing the gospel preached and had obeyed
it and saved.
Luke records that “a certain wom an
named Lydia,...heard us: whose heart the
Lord opened, tha t she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul” (A cts
16:14). Lydia’s heart s not touched in a
mysterious or miraculous way, bringing salvation. Her heart was opened by the hearing
of the beautiful story of Christ and His love
for lost m en and wom en. Lydia not only
heard the gospel preached, but she “attended
unto the things which were spoken of Paul.”
The things spoken of Paul rela ted to the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ Jesus
and that baptism is a likeness of His death,
burial, and resurrec tion (1 Cor . 15:1-4;
Rom. 6:17-18). The jailer at Philippi, an
unbeliever, was told what to do to be saved
because Paul and Silas spoke “unto him the
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his
house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes; and was
baptized, he and all his, straightwa y. And
when he had brought them into his house,
he set m eat before them , and rejoiced,

believing in God with a ll his house” (Acts
16:30-34). He heard the gospel, believed it,
and obeyed it in baptism, thus securing for
himself the rem ission of his sin and
salvation. Nothing mysterious, miraculous,
or convulsive about his salvation.
The summary statement of all the cases
of conversion in t he Book of Acts (Pentecostians, Samaritans, the Eunuch, Saul of
Tarsus, Cornelius, Lydia, the Jailer, and the
men of Ephesus) is given in Acts 18:8 “And
Crispus, the chief rul er of the synagogue,
believed on the Lord with all his house; and
many of the Corinthians hearing believed,
and were baptized.” They heard the gospel
preached; they believed the gospel which
they had heard; they were baptized for the
remission (forgiveness) of their sin
according to Acts 2: 38, and at that point
they were saved according to 1 Peter 3:2021.
Jesus had stated His plan for saving
souls in a m ost simple formula: “He that
believeth and is baptize d shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16). The Book of Acts illustrates
His plan of salvation. Let us be saved Jesus’
way and, as the Eunuch, go on our w ay
rejoicing in truth.

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding” (Pro. 3:13).
“As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death” (Pro.
11:19).
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Wedding

Teresa Orr and T imothy Hall will be
married on Friday, October 19, 1984 at 7 PM
here at the Bellview Church of Christ.
Reception to follow.

Sick

Louise Cline
Linda Parker

New Member

Dennis Cox placed his membership with
Bellview on October 7, 1984. His address and
phone number are: 2055-A Creighton Road;
32504 and 476-0040. He will be in ZONE 2.
We welcome him to the f amily of God that
meets at Bellview.
ZONE TWO MEETS SUNDAY
FOR VISITATION ASSIGNMENTS

News and Notes

All members who ha ve checked books
out of the church’s library, please return them
as soon as possible.

IN A GOSPEL
MEETING
BELLVIEW CHURCH OF
CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, Florida
November 11-16
Sunday 9 & 10 A.M., 6 P.M.
Week nights 7:30

WALTER W. PIGG,
Evangelist
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Remember the Aged

In a fast-m oving, hectic, highly technical and sophisti cated age, the world has
forgotten its greatest human benefactor—the
aged.
Older men and women gave us our day
and our world. We of today are building on
the toil and tears of those who now face the
soon setting sun. Most of the growing number of the aged lived their lives in a sim ple
style, content to live honestly, and make the
best of their opportunities. They gave freely
of themselves, often giving all they had for
those who would come after them. There is
not a soul who reads these lines who does
not owe a great debt to t he generation who
walked on ahead.
The plight of m any aged people is
indeed sad. The burden of years bow down
once strong shoulders; t he once firm step
scuffles along slow ly, minds of alertness

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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now often in vain searches for facts once
well known. Faded eyes that once sparkled
look dimly toward the setting sun. Such is
the plight of almost all of those who venture
into the twilight years. Sadly little can be
done to change the pr ocess and effects of
aging. Sadder yet is to visit som e of the
aged in their homes. Homes of need, often
cold and destitute ofdaily substance. Homes
of loneliness. Hom es of m isery. Homes
where not only does one bear the burden of
age, but also the tormenting realization that
the world is uncaring for them and passes
them by. And—it is true, the world, for the
most, does not care for the aged, or for anyone else it can not use to its profit.
Many numbered among the aged are
our Christian brothers and sisters. Our i nterest in our a ged ones is apparently not
what it should be. Som e of the aged are in

constant physical need. Many of them l ive
in dwellings that are alm ost uninhabitable.
Most of them live alone and are lonely. Too
many of them have no one to turn to in their
greatest trial of life. W e all should be
touched. Our Lord is touched by their
plight. He cares.
Youth is glorious. Our e mphasis is on
the young; they do need our attention. Parents want the church to do something for the
young people. Preachers are often engaged
because they have a way with the young set.
Naturally, with millions of youths about us,
there is muc h emphasis on young people
activities. We have Bible chairs and campus
programs for college youth, joy buses running everywhere. A new work has been
created in the Lord’s church, just to care for
the teaching and entertain ment of the
younger ones and the youth minister. Much
of this is good. We must be concerned about
our youth—BUT—what about the aged?
Aren’t the aged im portant: Who is crying
out, “We aren’t doing enough for the aged.”
Is the answer—NO ONE?
Has the church of our Lord developed

News and Notes

All members who have checked books out
of the church’s library, please return them as
soon as possible.
There will be a Baby Shower for Donna
Dodd Waites on Tuesday, October 23 at 7:30
PM at the home of Phyllis Brantley.

a socialistic philosophy? We pay taxes and
the government builds institutions to house
the aged. Aren’t we rationalizing when we
turn aside to the governm ent agencies and
let them care for our aged? Doesn’t the
aged brother and sister have a continuing
need to worship God, have fellowship with
God’s people and His c hurch? Isn’t faithfulness to be unto the end of life, or is it—
only until one can no longer go to the
church houses?
We have a continuing duty to them. We
owe a debt to our aged. Se lfishness, a lack
of love, irrational thi nking, a blind eye, a
cruel heart may keep us from payments on
that debt, and from eternal glory. May we
continually make installm ent payments in
our debt to the aged, a debt that will never
be paid in full. Today, or surely this week,
visit one aged person. T alk with someone
that is lonely. And—some day maybe—
some one will visit you when you are of
great age, lonely a nd in need “Cast thy
bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it
after many days” (Ecc. 11:1).

IN A GOSPEL MEETING
BELLVIEW CHURCH OF
CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, Florida
November 11-16
Sunday 9 & 10 A.M., 6 P.M.
Week nights 7:30
WALTER W. PIGG, Evangelist

Have We Waited Too Long,
or Is There Time Enough Yet?
Ernest S. Underwood

Reproduced by photocopy and listed below are several comments from leaders in some of
the so-called “Women’s Rights” movements. It does not take a genius to be able to know and
understand the direction which such proposals would lead this country. Have we waited too long
to do anything about such proposals, or is there time yet for us to take a stand against them? I
believe there is yet a little time, and that time may be allotted to our upcoming election. How do
the candidates for whom you plan to vote stand on the issues of abortion, the home, God, and
ERA? It is certifiable fact that the candidates for the Democratic Party are in favor of, and
endorse abortion and the ERA. One of them is quoted as saying that he is more of a Humanist
than is his brother, and his brother signed the Humanist Manifesto of 1973. Now is the time for
some serious thinking about the future of our children. How important is their future to you?
We must destroy love...Love promotes vulnerability, dependence, possessiveness, susceptibility
to pain, and prevents the f ull development of
woman’s human potential by directing all her
energies outward in the interest of others.
—Women’s Liberation. Notes fro m the Second
Year.
No deity will save us, we m ust save ourselves.
Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal
damnation are both illusionary and harmful.
—Humanist Manifesto II, signed by Betty
Friedan, Founder of National Organization for
Wo me n , H u m a n i s t M a n i f e s t o I a n d I I ,
Prometheus Books, 1973.
The ERA has become both symbol and substance
for the whole of the modern women’s movement
for equality...I am convinced if w e lose this
struggle we will have little hope in our own
lifetime of saving our right to abortion...
—Betty Friedan, NOW-ERA Fund Raising Letter,
1978.
Marriage has existed for the be nefit of men and
has been a legally sanctioned method of control
over women....the end of the institution of
marriage is a necessary condition for the libera-

tion of women. Therefore, it is important for us to
encourage women to leave their husbands and not
to live individually with men...we must work to
destroy it (marriage).
—The Document, declaration of feminism.
What happens to children depends not only on
what happens in the homes, but what happens in
the outside world. We really don’t know how to
raise children. If we want to talk about equalityof
opportunity for children, then the fact that
children are raised in fam ilies means there’s no
equality.”
It’s a dilem ma. In order t o raise children with
equality, we must take them away from families
and communally raise them.”
—Dr. Mary Jo Bane, Tulsa World, August 21,
1977, associated press.
By the year 2000 we will, I hope, raise our
children to believe in human potential, not God.
—Gloria Steinem, editor of Ms. Magazine,
Saturday Review of Education, March 1973.
As for divorce, Dr. Bane Mid she sees it as a
“safety valve” for fam ilies. “It makes for better
family life,” she said. “There’s no m erit in
holding families together just for the sake of it.

For this reason, divorce im proves the quality of
marriages.
—Tulsa World, August 21, 1977, associated
press.
For the sake o f those who wish to live in equal
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partnership, we have to abolish and reform the
institution of legal marriage.
—Gloria Steinem, speech at FWY Conference,
Houston, Texas, 1977.

ZONE THREE MEETS SUNDAY
FOR VISITATION ASSIGNMENTS

Sick

Louise Cline
Peggy Crowe
Terrell Parker

Restored

Todd Davis came forward Sunday morning
asking for the prayers of the church.

Gospel Meeting

Cantonment Church of Christ
Sunday through Thursday
October 21-25
with Harry Reese
CANNED FOOD IS STILL NEEDED
FOR THE PANTRY
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The Trouble with Nobles
Ernest Underwood

The walls of Jerusalem lay in ruins. Her
inhabitants had been taken to Babylon many
years earlier. The Babylonian conqueror had
burned the city, its gates, and had broken
down her walls. When the Persians defeated
the Babylonians, a Jew by the nam e of
Nehemiah was given the position of cupbearer to the king. In the process of time the
Persian king allowed Nehemiah to return to
his homeland to rebuild the w alls of his
beloved city. From the record of Nehemiah
4:6 one i s able to see the success of this
endeavor. Here is stated, “So built we the
wall; and all the wall was joined together
unto the half thereof: for the people had a
mind to work.” This doesn’t m ean to suggest that there were no problems both from
without and from within.

In this article we want to pay special
attention to an existing problem from within. This problem is identif ied in chapter
three, verse five. Here we read, “And next
unto them the Tekoites repaired; but their
nobles put not their n ecks to the w ork of
their Lord.” We would especially notice that
the work is called the “work of their Lord.”
This passage appears in the context of the
assignment of different sections of the wall
to be repaired. The Tekoites received their
assignment and fulfilled it, but their nobles
gave no help in the work of their Lord. How
sad! Those who should have been in the
forefront in this im portant endeavor did
nothing. Surely, their ac tions served as a
means of discouragement to the faithful who
were working. Years earlier another Tekoite

had done the work which God called himto
do. His name was Amos. He was not of the
nobles; he was a keeper of the flocks and a
gatherer of sycamore fruit.
In the church of t he Lord there is a
great work to be accomplished. The gospel
must be preached, t he faith must be defended, and false teachers, those am ong us
as well as those in the world, must be challenged and refuted. Their m ouths must be
stopped (cf. T it. 1:9-11)! Where are our
nobles—those whose names are household
words in our brotherhood? Thankfully,
many of them are on the firing line and in
the thick of the battle. It is a disappointm
ent,
however, that others have become disenchanted with the position of full-tim e
preaching and have launched out into more
financially attractive careers. Perhaps if they
do not wish to preach full-time, they ought
not do so. Yet, their actions have in the past,
and presently continue to serve as a means
of discouragement to those young m en
struggling to prepare them selves for the
work of preaching.
There are other nobles am ong us who
simply have quit the battle. Once strong in
the defense of t he truth and outspoken in
their opposition to error , they now ha ve
adopted a position of co-ex istence with
error. They will not likely preach error, but
they cannot be counted on to oppose it. An
illustration of this would be the way some of
“our” journals openl y advertise speaker s
and programs which are known to be apostate. Others of these nobles are not bothered
in conscience as they appear on program s

with heretics, and prea ch in m eetings for
churches which are no longer in fellowship
with faithful brethren. It com es with little
grace to answer, “I’ll preach the truth anywhere.” It is a known fact that they do not
preach against the prev ailing sins of that
group to whom they preach. Again, s uch
treasonable acts are a source of disco uragement to those battle weary soldiers ofthe
cross.
Another class of nobles among us have
gone over completely to the enemy. Those
who attended and endorsed the recent
“Summit Meeting” in Joplin are a case in
point. The sad fe ature of all of this is that
they will likely be able to inf luence many
others to follow them in their apostasy.
I am happy that there are those nobles
among us who are “bending their ne cks in
the work of their Lord.” However, as in the
days of Nehemiah, so in our day, it will not
be the nobles who will eventually keep the
church pure. It will be the f aithful and devoted servant, whether noble or little
known, whether out in the “boon docks” or
in some big city congregation, who will
continue to “f ight the good fight of the
faith.” This f aithful one either has no im portant reputation to protect or degree from
some liberal theological seminary to uphold,
or he does not place these above the W ord
of God if he does have them . This person
will stand regardless of the cost. Thank God
for such loyal servan ts! May their tribe
increase!

He Gave Thanks
J. Roy Vuaghan

For a long time some brethren who are
asked to offer thanks for the bread the fruit
of the vine when serving at the Lord’s table,
fail to do this. They of ten pray a beautif ul
prayer but they f ail to give thanks for the
bread the fruit of the vine. Is it carelessness
or ignorance? In either c ase it is bad and
should be correct ed. Men who lead the
church in worship should be thoughtful and
serious minded and in whatever they do
they should think soberly, lest they turn the
worship into a meaningless performance,
displeasing to God and the worshippers.
Paul said, “the Lord Jesus in the night
in which he was betrayed took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
said, This is my body, which is for you: this
do in remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11:2324). Luke wrote, “And he took brea d, and
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
gave to them , saying, This is m y body
which is given for you: this do in rem embrance of m e” (Luke 22:19). Matthew
records, “And as they were eating, Jesus
took bread, and blessed, and brake it; and he
gave to the disciples, and said, T ake, eat;
this is my body. And he took a cup, a nd
gave thanks, and gave to them , saying,
Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for m any
unto remission of sins” (Mat. 26:26-28) .
Mark said, “A nd as they were eating, he
took bread, and when he had blessed, he
brake it, and gave to them , and said, Take
ye: this is my body. And he took a cup, and

when he had given thanks, he gave to them:
and they all drank of it” (Mark 14:22-23).
From these Scriptures we understand
that the Lord Jesus gave thanks both for the
bread and the cup. And this is w hat we
should do when we are asked to serve at the
Lord’s table. It is not an occasion for us t o
pray a long prayer, expressing our gratitude
to God for His wonderful love manifested in
the gift of His Son whodied for us, etc., etc.
While no one would contend that it is a sin
to include such words in our prayer at the
Lord’s table, we should certainly not leave
the impression that this is what we should
do on this occasion to the neglect of giving
thanks for the bread andthe fruit of the vine.
Some prayers at the Lord’s table remind us
of the man who at the dinner table thanks
God for the rain and the sunshine, for the
harvest and the reaping and the reapers, for
those who have prepared the good dinner
for us, and never offer thanks for the
dinner.
Occasionally we hear a brother ask God
to “bless this bread,” as though God would
shower some special blessing upon it. But
when we read the records it is easy to
understand that when Jesus blessed the
bread He simply gave thanks for the bread.
To contend that He did more than this is to
contend that He did two things, blessed it
and gave thanks. The Scriptures teach us to
give thanks for the bread and the cup, not to
ask God to bless it.
I recall hearing a grand old preacher say

many years ago, that he had rather he ar a
brother say at the Lord’s table, “Heavenly
Father, we thank thee f or this br ead, In
Jesus’ name. Amen” than to hear him pray
a beautiful prayer and never thank the Lord
for the bread and t he fruit of the vine. W e
would therefore emphasize that at the
Lord’s table we are to give thanks. There
are other occasions during the worship period when we have opportunity to pray for

and about other things.
If you are guilty of this error, have the
courage and good sense to admit and correct
it. The Lord will be pleased and you will
grow in the knowledge of the t ruth. But if
you try to justify yourself in your error, then
excuse yourself when again asked to l ead
the brethren in gi ving thanks at the Lord’s
table, and let som eone serve who will follow the Lord’s example.
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About Being a Good Son

A great blessing of life is to have been
the son of a good Christian father, and then,
in turn, to be the father of a good Christian
son. This, to me, has enriched my life as a
son and then as a father. I would hope that I
have been a better father be cause I had a
good and godly man to look to as “Daddy.”
He told m e that I was good; he m ade me
want to be good. He laid on me a hand of
kindness and love, patience and toleration.
He created my love for him; a love so great
that, at times, being caught in mischievous
acts of boyhood brought shame and sorrow
to my heart. My most disappointing times as
a youth were those tim es when I had done
something to bring a frown of displeasure
from his knit brow. He made me appreciate
what it m eant to have a good f ather. He
made me, by his goodness and love for me,
want to be a good son. Sad was the early
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morn and dim was th at April sun when
angels wafted his soul to eter nal regions
beyond. The world becam e empty without
him—for a while. Bu he had not gone from
me; he was still with m e, in m y heart’s
memory, ant best of all he was in me.
A son was given unto m e for whom
thanksgivings are presented before the
throne of God’s grace until this day .
Heartaches and sorrows, pain and death, defeat, struggle—all are both the expectation
and experience of l ife. But in all that, “A
wise son maketh a glad father” (Pro. 10:1).
To see a precious son grow into the likeness
of a Christian f ather is a ble ssing to the
father’s soul; to see t he son moulded into
the image and likeness of the Savior is a
delight for an eternity.
A good son is brought under the yoke
early in life. “ It is good for a m an that he

bear the yoke in his youth” (Lam.3:27). The
yoke of obedience to parents is essential to
being a good son. Fromprimary submission
to parental authority developing maturity of
manhood will respect fully submit to the
authority of law, and to the highest authority
of all, God. Soon he hears the call of Christ,
“Come unto me.... Take my yoke upon you”
(Mat. 11:28-30). In obedience there is respect for others. Respect cultivates proper
values which sets aside the vain a nd
frivolous things of life and a seeking for and
gaining things of good and true values that
endures forever.
Growing forth from obedience and
respect the good son develops the quality of
faithfulness. Having learned of those things
that are good he the n becomes faithful to
parents, to brothers and sisters, he appreciates his family heritage and is loyal to
the family name. He is determ ined to embellish the f amily name with deeds of
honesty, tender benevolence, and staunch
courage in contending for things that are
right. Although the fam ily name may be
rather common in the community it becomes a synonym for virtue, goodness, and
godliness. This is the name that is trusted,
respected, and which enriches the com -

munities of the world. Being a good son is
to pass the good name of his heritage on to
another generation.
A good son remembers. Even the prodigal son, bad for a while, remembered and
wanted the fellowship of his father, family,
and home. The good son is always a son,
thoughtful to parents, concerned for their
welfare, seeking the warm th of their l ove.
From toddler days the good son wanted to
help, wanted to be a part, wanted to contribute. That desire does not diminish. Age
and infirmity may seize upon the parents.
Loneliness may engulf them in latter years.
The good son rem embers, assists, cheers
their soul, and is a comfort to them.
The good son assures the par ents that
they have done some things well. Fame or
fortune may not be their lot. Those things
become of less interest as they age. The
maturity of a good son, his fam ily, his
successes, all these things are the crowning
joy of Mothers and Daddies. They see
themselves, they see their hopes, they see
their crown and joy in a faithful loyal, and
loving son. And the son, now a man of age,
now a f ather himself, still delights in the
boyhood satisfaction of knowing his parents
good pleasure are in him.

Life is divided into three parts—that which was, which is, and which will be. Let us
learn from the past to profit by the present, and from the present to live better for
the future.
Wordsworth

Who Can Believe It?
Fred House

The only time in the Bible where faith
is tied with the word only, it is used to deny
that man can be saved by faith only. “Ye see
then how that by works a m an is justified,
and not by fa ith only” (Jam. 2:24). Yet,
some hold on to their man-made creeds and
confessions of faith which state that they are
justified by faith only. A good question t o
ask here is, “W hat will you believe, the
creeds and confessions of faith produced by
men or the Word of God?”
If we are saved by faith only, it follows
that repentance has no part in the plan of
salvation. Therefore one could be saved
without ever repenting. Can you believe
that? The per son that teaches this false
doctrine declares that faith and repentance
are identical. Can you believe that? From
Acts two one can see that many believed but
they had not repented, and they were told to
do so (Acts 2:38).

If one is saved by faith only, he is saved
before and without confessing Jesus Christ.
There is but one thing wrong with that; that
is not what the Bible teaches. “That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thin e heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved” (Rom. 10:9).
If one could be saved by faith only, he
would be saved without being baptized into
Christ. Their manual says they are saved
“Wholly by Faith.” TheirBook of Discipline
says “Wherefore, that we are justif ied by
faith, only, is a m ost wholesome doctrine,
and very full of comfort.” Can you believe
that? Friend, if you c an, then you can’t
believe the Bible, for the Bible does not
teach such a damnable doctrine. “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned”
(Mark 16:16). Now that you can believe!

Gospel Meeting
Bellview Church of Christ
November 11 - 16, 1984
Sunday 9 and 10 AM; 6 PM
Monday thru Friday 7:30 PM
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10/21/84 — CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (7)
$10.00; (3) $15.00; (5) $20.00; (4) $25.00;
(1) $32.00; (1) $35.00 ; (6) $40.00; (1)
$42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $46.00; (7) $50.00;
(2) $60.00; (2) $75.00; (1) $85.00; (6)
$100.00; (1) $111.00; (1) $121.00; (1)
$130.00; (1) $145.00; (1) $153.00; (1)
$161.00. CURRENCY: (27) $1.00; (6)
$5.00; (1) $10.00; (1 ) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 6 . 8 0 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$3,032.80.
10/28/84 — CHECKS: (2) $5.00; (4)
$10.00; (2) $15.00; (5) $20.00; (6) $25.00;
(1) $32.00; (4 ) $40.00; (1) $42.00; (1)
$43.00; (1) $46.00; (5) $50.00; (1) $51.00;
(1) $60.00; (2) $75.00; (2) $83.00; (1)
$95.00; (8) $100.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1)
$145.00; (1) $240.00. C URRENCY: (42)
$1.00; (7) $5.00; (1) $10.00; (4) $20.00.
CHANGE: $5.66. T OTAL CONTRIBUTION: $2,893.66.
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The gospel meeting is a powerful tool for good! There are a number of reasons for getting
excited about the potential of a meeting.
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING
GOSPEL MEETING

1.
2.

It reminds us that we are in the people business (Mark 16:15).
It causes us to “think souls” and the value of t he soul (Mark
8:36-37).
3.
It impresses us with the fact that the greatest need in the world
is the gospel (Rom. 1:16).
4. It is an opportunity to enjoy the swe et fellowship of those of
like precious faith and strengthen the weak (Rom. 14:1).
5. It is an effort to restore the erring (Gal. 6:1).
6.
It is an endeavor to bring people to obedience to the gospel
(Rom. 10:13-16).
7. It affects the whole com munity as they observe that we care
about people and that we love one another (John 13:35).
8. It builds our zeal for Christian living and service (Tit. 2:1-1).
9.
It renews our faith in the power of Cod’s Word (1 Cor. 1:21).
10. It is a wonderful opportuni ty for God’s people to bring glory
and honor to His name (Mat. 5:16).
PRAY AND WORK FOR OUR MEETING

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

How to Kill Our Meeting

Come the last night instead of the first day of the meeting.
Take a back seat, if there is one left.
See how well the song leader can sing without your help.
Do not invite anyone to the meeting.
Plan all the club meetings and other social affairs and attend them during the meeting.
If the preacher , preaching, services, e tc. do not please you, publish it all over the
community.
7. Tell non-members who cam e to learn the truth that the preacher preaches too ha
rd.
Apologize for the preaching of the gospel of Christ.
8. Never pray for the meeting.
9. Distract those around your seating area by talking, whispering, note writing, playing with
the babies.
10. Pretend to sleep through the services so that others will know that “it didn’t hit me.”
11. See to it that you are “providentially hindered.”

1.
2.
3.

How to Make Our Meeting a Success

Pray for it.
Resolve not to miss a single service unless unavoidable.
Invite your friends and neighbors. If they come tell them that you appreciate their coming.
Invite them to come again and make them feel welcome.
4. Use your car to bring others. Call them and tell them that you will be by after them.
5. At the services get near the front, come ahead of time, help with the singing.
6. After hearing the sermon (or while hearing it) search the Scriptures to see whether these
things are so. Encourage others to do likewise.
7. Insist on every “lukewarm” member attending the meeting. Such might be the means of his
salvation.
8. Give the names of any that m ight be intere sted in New T estament Christianity to the
minister, especially if there is any reason to believe that such a person is interested in the
truth and his own salvation.
9. Be a Joshua and say, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord;” then do it.
We must look to the meeting as a blessing and privilege to serve God. Much good can be
done in this short season of evangelistic effort. Let us not be detracted fromthe greatness of His
and our cause.
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How We Gave

CHECKS: (10) $10.00; (3) $15.00; (1)
$15.75; (1) $18.00; (4) $20.00; (5) $25.00;
(1) $30.00; (1) $32.00 ; (3) $40.00; (1)
$42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $45.00; (1) $46.00;
(5) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (2) $60.00; (1)
$70.00; (1) $75.00; (8) $100.00; (1)
$111.00; (1) $121.00; (1) $145.00; (2)
$150.00; (1) $161.00; (1) $205.00; (1)
$260.00. CURRENCY: (32) $1.00; (4)
$5.00; (1) $10.00; (5 ) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 3 . 8 5 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$3,616.60.
Zone Two Meets Sunday for Visitation
Assignments
Pantry Item: Canned Meats
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Terri Hall
Helen Pierce
Autumn Johnson
Lee Ann Thompson
Estle Holland, mother of Fra nces
Ledford, is seriou sly ill. She is in Room
1003 of the Parkview Hospital, 230 25 th
Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee 37210.
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What it Means to Be a Christian

Paul was destined to preach the gospel
of salvation to “Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). In the fulfillment of his ministry he stood before King
Agrippa and made known to him the hope
of salvation. Having declared his Savior he
then appeals to Agrippa: “King Agrippa,
believest thou the prophets? I know that
thou believest. Then Agrippa said unto Paul,
Almost thou persuadest m e to be a
Christian” (Acts 26:27-28). Agrippa, almost
a Christian!
What would it have meant for Agrippa
to have become a Christian? It could have
meant much in that long ago time. His
influence among both Jews and Gentiles
could have been great, leading to the
conversion of multitudes. His conversion
could have had wonderful ef fects in his
home among his family and servants. Per-
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haps, like m any others who have sur rendered positions of weal power , and
security, he m ay have become one of the
greatest evangelists o f the Christian
dispensation. His conversion to Christ could
have meant much to many, but it could have
meant so much to Agrippa himself. The joy
and peace, the salvation of a sin stricken
soul, a l ife of fe llowship with his Savior ,
and so much more would have been his in
life and in eternity. But not just Agrippa;
what does it m ean for you, or m e, to be a
Christian? It can m ean so m any things of
which we name only a few
Rejection of a Sinful World
Jesus said of His disciples, “They are
not of the world, even as I am not of the
world” (John 17:16). Our Lord was in the
world but was not of the world. He partook
not of its sinful of ferings and r emained

independent of its ruler (John 14:30). His
disciple, the Christian, by choice ofwill, has
also rejected “this present evil world” (Gal.
1:4).
The world that the Christian has rejected is a world filled with sin and doomed
to destruction. John’s voice shouts to him,
“Love not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him . For all
that is in the world, the lust ofthe flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world. And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will ofGod abideth for
ever” (1 John 2:15-17). The world and those
who would be of the world are alienated and
enemies of God (Jam. 4:4). The lostness and
hopelessness of those in the world causes
one to desire freedom from its desolation.
Paul spoke of the hopeless and pitiab le
condition of t hose who had been in the
wicked world: “That at that tim e ye were
without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12).
The Christian’s rejection and separation
from the world of sin is, of course, an act of
his own will. However , lest he boast, his
separation is not altogether of hi s own
doing. God, in m ercy and goodness, God
according to His will and plan has delivered
the Christian from that evil world, Satan’s
domain of eternal condemnation. It is God
“Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath t ranslated us into th e
kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). Peter
refers to this kingdom of God’s Son a s the

kingdom of light (1 Pe t. 2:9). In the kingdom one walks in the light and has
fellowship with God and the redeem ed
(1 John 1:7). Hi s relation with Satan’s
kingdom of darkness has changed.
Christians are no longer “strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints,
and of the household of God” ( Eph. 2:1922). He no longer is the servant of sin, but
of God (Rom. 6:16-18).
A New Creature
For one to be a Christian it means that
one is born again, born anew, a new creature
in Christ. The new cr eature is the result of
the new birth. Jesus announced that one
must “be born again...born of wa ter and of
the Spirit” (John 3:3, 5). Holy Scripture explains and illustrates the new birth, the birth
of water and the Spirit. Paul, writing to
Titus, speaks of salvation in both the
negative and the positive senses. First, in the
negative: “Not by works of righteousness
which we have done.” The positive: “but
according to his mercy he saved us.”
Meritorious works have no saving powe r.
God’s mercy, love, grace has prompted God
to save man from sin. Then Paul explains
how God in mercy and love does save man.
It is “by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Tit. 3:5). The
“washing of regeneration” is accomplished
in baptism. Washing is a cleansing action by
which dirt and filth is rem oved. Saul of
Tarsus was told to “arise, and be baptized,
and wash away thy sins” (Acts 22:16). In
the act of baptism the f ilth and condem nation of sin is taken away. This washing in
the water of baptism is here identified as
“the washing of regeneration,” or the wash-

ing of making anew. Thayer (p. 474) defines
regeneration as “new birth, reproduction,
renewal, re-creation.” Paul shows that in
baptism one is baptized into the benefits of
Christ’s death (He died for our sins—1 Cor.
15:3), and that from the waters of ba ptism
one is raised t o “walk in newness of life”
(Rom. 6:3-4). Here sins are rem itted (dismissed, released) Acts 2:38. Those who are
baptized into Jesus Christ (Rom . 6:3), and
by virtue of the act of baptism , became “a
new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor.
5:17). On one’s being born again there is the
renewing of t he Holy Spirit whereby “the
inward man is renewed day by day” (2 Cor.
4:16; cf. Rom. 12:2).
“Christ liveth in Me”
As God was manifest in the flesh, in the
human form of Jesus the Christ (John 1: 1,
14; 1 Tim. 3:16), there is a s imilar incarnation of Christ in the Christian. Paul
gloried in the realization that Christ lived in
him. “I am crucified with Christ: never theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and th e life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the f aith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave him self for m e”
(Gal. 2:20). The old S aul of Tarsus, the
Christ hater and persecutor, was dead, crucified, put to death: “our old m an is crucified with him, that the body of sin m ight
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin” (Rom. 6:6). As a new born creature Paul lived a life of powe r in Christ:
“For to m e to live is Christ...I can do all
things through Christ” (Phi. 1:21; 4:13).
Yet, he claimed not that life and strength to
be his own. It was Christ which str ength-

ened him (Phi. 4:13). Chris t lived in him
through the power of His Word, influencing,
encouraging, enlightening, guiding and directing him in life.
That power and personality of Christ
which was in Paul is the same as in all who
are Christians. The goodness of their lives,
the purity of their being is not the fruit of
their own goodne ss and wisdom , but of
Christ.
Glories in Holy Things
The Christian is one who glories in
things which are holy, sacred and divine. He
rejoices in the wearing of the nam e of his
blessed Redeemer. From early times the disciples of Jesus have been called Chr istians
(Acts 11:36). Paul sought to bring Agrippa
to the faith whereby he too would rejoice to
wear the name Christian. Paul sought not to
persuade Agrippa to wear the names of the
religious parties of the day. Peter identifies
the name Christian as the only name worthy
of our suf fering (1 Pet. 4:16). “ Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we m ust be saved” (Ac ts
4:12). Men seem to despise that name; they
reject the name of Ch rist by wearing the
names of me n in their favorite religious
doctrines. The Christian glories in the name
of Christ. He is satisfied that in whatever he
does in word or deed to do it in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 3:17).
The Christian glories in the church of
Christ. Men m ay seek to gl orify God in
denominational churches of m en, in their
lodges, or other places. The Christian knows
better. “Unto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throug hout all ages, world

without end. Amen” (Eph. 3:21).
He also rejoices in the gospel of God,
the gospel of Christ, the power of God unto
salvation (Rom. 1:1, 16). It was in his obedience to that truth that his soul was
purified, and by his obedience to that sacred
Word he was born again (1 Pet. 1:22-25).
All those who receive that Word and stand
upon it with conviction are s aved in Christ
Jesus (1 Cor. 15:1-2; Acts 2:40). B ut not
only for himself does the Christian delight
in the word, but for others also. The world is
lost in sin; they must have the gospel to be
saved. It is of this realization that the gospel
was preached unto every creature under
heaven, and the reason it is preached to the
world this day.
The Storms of Life
Storms of life come to us all. S torms
may come in the loss of health, of wealth,
perhaps the loss of friendship, or the love of

one close. “Man that is born of a woman is
of few days, and full of trouble” (Job 14:1).
Many are not able to endure the trouble,
disappointment, and harsh treatment of life.
But the Christian can endure because he has
one on whom he may cast his great burden
(1 Pet. 1:7). He knows that “all these things”
work to his ultimate good (Rom. 8:28).
As a wise builder he has built his house
on the Rock Jesus Christ. The rains descend,
the floods come, and winds beat, but his
house stands firm (Mat. 7:24-27). He stands
the raging. In judgm ent, where all houses
and foundations receive the final testing
those, who are not Christians will hear their
doom pronounced. The Christian will hear
“welcome home.” The difference in salvation and condemnation is the difference in
one’s being a Christian or not. Are you a
Christian?
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The season of Thanksgiving reminds us
of our early school days and primary lessons
of the history of our great nation. The
Pilgrims learning from the Indians how to
plant their patches of corn; pioneers clearing
the great forest , reaping the grain, the
pumpkins and gourds, shocking the corn,
and then, together the Indian and Pilgrim ,
sitting down in peace and thanksgiving for
the bounty of a rich and be autiful land.

SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.
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Remembrance of boyhood lessons yet light
the heart with joy.
The Thanksgiving season continues to
be one of the m ost delightful seasons of
them all. Almost everyone is made to realize
some measure of gratitude f or favors
divinely bestowed on a sinful world. One
experiences difficulty, coming near to the
close of the year , in not being grateful,
thankful, and hum bled in this particular

season. Let us be thankful unto God.
The word thanks comes from the root
word which means to think. Pilgrims were
not the first people tothink of the wonderful
grace and bounty bestowed by a benevolent
Father. David thought of the great goodness
and love of God shown to Israel. He called
the people together to honor and t o thank
Him for His wonderful gifts (1 Chr. 16). Do
we not need to think of God and Hi s
goodness more often?
We hear it said that we are to be
thankful to God at all tim es. So we are,
indeed. “Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights” (Jam . 1:17). He,
unvaryingly, sends those gifts into our lives
each day we live. T oo numerous are th e
gifts to mention. There are gifts however ,
for which we should continually give
thanks.
The sum of all great gifts is the love of
God for His creation, and for man, the
ultimate of His creation. In God’s revelation
of Himself to man He not only reve als
Himself as creator and sustainer of life, but
He reveals a love for t he unlovely and the
unworthy, a love unsurpassed, a perfect
love. Out of that great love He sent His only
begotten Son, the perf ect expression of
divine love. No greater gift can be offered;
no greater gift can be received than that.
Through the Son’s love for struggling
humanity the gift of eternal life is extended
to the race deep in sin. This was a costly gift
He presented. He paid with His precious life
the wages of sin accumulated from Mam’s
time and gave l ife to all those who would

avail themselves of it.
A great and perf ect gift for our
thanksgiving is the glori ous church of our
Lord. O the glory and wonder of His
church; conceived in the Et ernal Mind,
filled with the H oly Spirit of God,
purchased with the blood of the divine Son
of God, eternally de stined unto glory in
heaven, and given to us for our salvation
and habitation with the living God. In it we
have become a holy nation of ever -living
and undying souls destined for glory.
All divinely ordained spiritual blessings
are ours as His people. We are not a people
to famish, to seek and not find, but a people
rich and prosperous as heirs of God and
joint heirs with Chri st. The realization of
sonship with Christ swells the human heart
nigh unto bur sting with gratitude and
thanksgiving. Redemption and the constant
cleansing of His blood exalts our
relationship with God. W e the m ortal,
fallible being exalted to divine f ellowship
with the Eternal Father.
The shocks of corn, the bountiful
harvest, full and overflowing storehouses—
what are they? The bounty of the graceful
hands of God. Y et they, necessary f or
human physical survival, are so s mall and
insignificant compared to the spiritual
blessings which are in Christ. So sad it is
when we look to the material and count our
blessings, slighting the greatest blessings of
all, the spiritual.
Let the children of God be found in
continuous thanksgiving to the God of
heaven from whom all blessings flow.

Our Record

Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

165
181
163
154
$2670

How We Gave

11/11/84 — CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (3)
$10.00; (4) $15.00; (1) $19.00; (5) $20.00;
(4) $25.00; (1) $32.00 ; (1) $35.00; (4)
$40.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $46.00;
(4) $50.00; (1) $51.00; (1) $55.00; (2)
$75.00; (1) $78.24; (2) $83.00; (6) $100.00;
(1) $111.00; (1) $120.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$145.00. CURRENCY: (33) $1.00; (1 1)
$5.00; (2) $10.00; (4 ) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 4 . 0 9 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$2,670.33.

Sick

Aaron Crabb
Inez Simmons
Estil Halland, mother of Frances
Ledford, is seriously ill. She is in W arren
County Hospital, McMinnville, T ennessee
37111.
Mary Ruth S troud, sister of W illiam
Weekley, is in Baptist Hosp ital in the
Intensive Care Unit.
Helen Pierce is in University Hospital,
Room 428.

News and Notes

Address change for Tim and Terri Hall:
Rt. 8, Box 641, Pensacola, Florida 32506.
Greg and Karen Kilpatrick’s address is:
4917 Ketta Lane, Milling-ton, T ennessee
38053. They would enjoy hearing fromtheir
friends.
Yvonne Maddox has placed her
membership at another congregation.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.

November 29, 1984

This World Is Not Our Home

The word home is one of the sweetest
of all the words of t he English language.
One away from home longs for the place of
familiarity and joyfully anticipates the time
when once again steps turn tow ard that
exclusive place called h ome. No other
emotion of the heart is hardly like “going
home.”
As wonderful and dear to us as hom e
may be, we should not become so attached
to physical places a nd structures as to
suppose that this world is our hom e.
Especially must this be true ofthe Christian.
Abraham, the patriarch of old, a m an of
great wealth, a man of many travels, never
looked on the scenes here below for a place
to be called home. The author of the Epistle
to the Hebrews speaks of Ab raham, and
those of that ancient day, as having believed
in the promises of God, yet a people who
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did not in their lif etime see them fulfilled.
They saw them afar off, and were persuaded
of them, and em braced those wonderful
promises. All their days they looked beyond
Babylon and its beauty, Egypt and its riches,
Canaan and its milk and honey, because
that, by faith, they desired “a bettercountry,
that is, an heavenly.” God had prepared for
them a city, a heavenly place. Their existence in the earth was as s trangers and
pilgrims. This world was not their hom e
(Heb. 11:13-16). May we be as they.
Not this World
In the glory of God’s wisdom, when
searching out the place wher e the eternal
city would be built, He looked not to the
earth. This old earth was not then, neither is
it now suitable for the eterna l home. It is a
beautiful place; a place m ade by God for
man. But all things of the earth are but for a

time and then they die away. So also is man.
Here in the earth is death and “man goeth to
his long home, and the mourners go about
the streets” (Ecc. 12:5). Ever since Ca in
killed his brother Abel this old world has
been a vast burying ground for its people.
Earth’s final word has always been and
always will be, “and he died.”
Not only is death in the earth, but
sorrow until death takes us with its cold and
undiscriminating hand. David said, as a
representative of t he race, “m y sorrow is
continually before me” (Psa. 38:17). On
every hand, i n every place, sorrow and
trouble is to be found. Man born of woman
is full of troubles (Job 14:1). T rouble and
sorrow is t he common lot of those who
abide in the earth.
Yes, from time to tim e there are j oys
and happiness. God has given us goodness
of rain and sun, life and health, friend and
loved ones. We know that these joys are
transient; ours f or only a little while.
David’s wise son observed life and
commented: “Truly the light is sweet, and a
pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the
sun: But if a m an live m any years, and
rejoice in them all; yet let himremember the
days of darkness; for they shall be m any.
All that com eth is vanity” ( Ecc. 11:7-8).
Enjoy the sweet and the good, whi le you
can; it is but for a little while.
A Yearning Beyond this World
The earth, this present world, does not
give the bliss for which our souls sigh. Job,
a man of wisdom, one who with grace and
patience bore his burdens of life, enjoying
good for a season, had no desire to fi nd an
eternal home here, “my soul chooseth

strangling, and death rather than m y life. I
loathe it; I would not live alway: let m e
alone; for my days are vanity” (Job 7:1516). David longed for “wings l ike a dove!
for then would I fly away , and be at rest”
(Psa. 55:6). As the years grow long and the
days short there is a natural desire to lay
aside the things of t he earth, to flee from
them and find rest for t he burdened body
and the weary spirit. Even Paul, one robust,
vibrant with life and purpose cam e, to the
place where he said in essence, life is good,
departure is better, I long for the departure:
“For to m e to live is Christ, and to die is
gain” (Phi. 1:21-23). Whe n time came for
his earthly end he again said, “I am now
ready (2 Tim. 4:6).
Our time in the earth is a tim e of
craving: for growth, developm ent,
prosperity, knowledge, success, happiness,
love, victory. When all these things have
been won there is still a void, there is still a
yearning, a cravi ng for some things,
something that cannot be found in this
world: a bliss that can be f ound only in
another world.
Heaven Is Our Home
Why did Abraham count him self a
stranger and a pilgrim in the earth? Why did
Job, David, Paul desire to finish their work
and leave the earth with all its joys and
sorrows? They knew there was a better
country, a heavenly. The Savior encouraged
His apostles, broken down in sorrow , that
He was going into another world and t here
to prepare for them a m ansion in God’s
house. He would return to them, not to again
dwell with them in the flesh on t he earth,
but to take them unto Him self in that

heavenly land of bliss (John 14:1-4). W ith
that blessed promise they were then willing
to spend and be spent, even unto death in
their earthly m ission, for now they too
looked for the city , heavenly Jerusalem
(Rev. 20).
Paul, in anticipation of “going hom e”
looked on the Christ ians’ sufferings and
heartaches as “our light afflictions, which is
but for a moment.” He spoke of seeing the
unseen, the eternal joy of the heaven ly
home. “We have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens” (2 Cor. 4:16-5:9).
There in the heavenly land “They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst any more....
For the Lamb which is in the m idst of the
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of wa ters: and God
shall wipe away all t ears from their eyes”
(Rev. 7:16-17). Free fr om all sorrows and
cares for there will be “neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away ”
(Rev. 21:4). Those things known so well in
this life, so much a part of our earthly
existence, “the former things,” will not be
known or experienced over there in the land
of fadeless day.
“And...there shall be no m ore death”

(Rev. 21:4). Here we die, there we live
forever. There it will be im possible for
God’s children to die. “The children of this
world marry, and are given in marriage: But
they which shall be accounted worthy to
obtain that world, and the resurrection from
the dead, neither m arry, nor are given in
marriage: Neither can they die any more:
for they are equal unto the angels; and are
the children of God, be ing the children of
the resurrection” (Luke 20:34-36). A life of
eternal joy is to be had in that eternal city of
God, the heavenly habitation of the
redeemed.
Fix Our Eyes on the Heavenly
Abraham dwelt in tents, but “he looked
for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:8-10).
We, in our age, dwell in houses of temporal
substance. Too many are attached t o these
perishable things as though they were
eternal. Let us not become too comfortable,
too pleased with earthly homes and destroy
all desire f or the heavenly . While we
sojourn as strangers and pilgrim s in the
earth, let us fix our sight and af fections on
things above, where Chr ist sits and rules
forevermore.

“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes” (Rev. 7:16-17).

Our Record
Bible Classes:
Worship:
Evening:
Wednesday:
Contribution:

11/18/84
179
204
168
168
$3286

11/25/84
165
177
158
137
$2383

How We Gave

11/18/84 — CHECKS: (7) $10.00; (3)
$15.00; (1) $18.00; (5) $20.00; (6) $25.00;
(1) $30.00; (1) $32.00; (3) $42.00; (1)
$46.00; (6) $50.00; (2) $51.00; (2) $60.00;
(2) $75.00; (7) $100.00; (1) $111.00; (1)
$121.00; (1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1)
$161.00; (1) $235.00; (1) $240.00.
CURRENCY: (37) $1.00; (7) $5.00; (2)
$ 2 0 . 0 0 . C H A N G E : $ 6 . 5 7 . T O TA L
CONTRIBUTION: $3,286.57.
11/25/84 — CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (4)
$10.00; (3) $15.00; (5) $20.00; (1) $22.00;
(4) $25.00; (1 ) $32.00; (1) $35.00; (4)
$40.00; (1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (7) $50.00;
(1) $51.00; (1) $75.00; (2) $83.00; (6)
$100.00; (1) $1 11.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
$145.00. CURRENCY: (28) $1.00; (8)
$5.00; (2) $10.00; (2) $20.00. CHANGE:
$ 3 . 6 6 . T O TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$2,383.66.

ZONE TWO MEETS SUNDAY FOR
VISITATION ASSIGNMENTS

Sick

Estil Halland, m other of Frances
Ledford, is still seriously ill. She is now at
home.
Mary Ruth S troud, sister of W illiam
Weekley, is in Baptist Hospital Room 342.
She is in critical condition.
Helen Pierce is in University Hospital,
Room 428.

News and Notes

Dennis Cox has moved to Marbury,
Alabama.
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SERVICES
SUNDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
Worship . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Class . . . . . 9:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY:
Bible Class . . . . . . . 7:00 P.M.

December 6, 1984

Saved or Lost—Because of You

Salt or stumbling block? Which one is
it? Ideally, the Christian is the salt of the
earth, the light of the world. He is one who
has an Influence for good to save souls , to
lead them from darkness into the light of
Christ. Unfortunately, some who profess to
be a Christian are not that sal t, light,
influence for good and salvation. Some are
stumbling blocks, obstacles in the paths of
others. Paul admonished “that no man put a
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way” (Rom . 14:13). There were
those in the church at Per gamos who, like
Balaam of old, were stumbling blocks to the
children of God (Rev. 2:14). The Christian
is created “unto good works, which God
hath before ordained.” Certainly , God did
not create him for the destructive work of
causing others to be los t or making their
salvation more difficult!
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As salt or as a stumbling stone you, by
now, have caused som eone to becom e a
Christian—or become lost. The power of
influence cannot be m inimized. Good
influence radiates into far places and effects
many people. Bad influence does the same.
No living soul is w ithout influence. H e
influences someone somewhere.
Many Christians r efuse to face the
reality of their own lives as the effects it has
on the lives of others. Some women wonder
why their husbands do not become
Christians. The answer , in too m any
instances, is that the wif e is a stum bling
stone before her husband. This is also true
of the husband toward hi s wife. Many
children, as they mature, see the hypocrisy
of their parents, yes parents who profess to
be Christians, and la ter turn away f rom
Christianity to the perplexity and confusion

of their parents. Why so? Because the
parents were stum bling stones rather than
salt and light.
Many souls have been won to Christ by
Christians who wer e not gifted teachers,
who never preached a serm on or taught a
class, but who showed the way to Christ to
those who observed their life. Edgar Guest
put it this way:
“I’d rather see a serm on
than hear one anyday; I’d
rather one walk with m e
than merely tell the way.”

There is m ore to Christianity than m erely
telling the way. There is the showing of the
way.
Are there those in the world today who
are not faithful to Christ— because you
aren’t? Are you a stumbling block to
someone who would follow Christ—but for
you?
Today—someone is saved because of
you; or som eone is lost because of you.
What will it be tomorrow?

Who May Pray?

Apostasy begins whenever and
wherever men show a lack of respect for the
authority of the W ord of God. The
Scriptures demand that Christians do all
things “in the name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17).
This simply means that all things m ust be
done by His author ity and anything not
authorized by Him be left alone. Paul also
said that Christians are those who “walk by
faith” (Rom. 10:17), this means that
Christians are those who do only such
things as are authorized by the Scriptures.
The authority pr inciple was fundamental to the New Testament church in the
first century. It must be equally fundamental
to the New T estament church in the
twentieth century. Disrespect for this
principle will open the door to any number
of sinful innovations into the church...instruments of music, women preachers, etc.
One area w herein the authority
principle is currently being laid aside by

some of our brethren is with re gard to
women to leading in prayer. It is not really
a question of who m ay pray—ALL MAY
PRAY. As a m atter of fact, we are all
commanded to “pray without ceasing.” But
Who Is to Lead Prayer? The answer to this
question is clearly answered in 1 T imothy
2:8: “I will theref ore that men pray every
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath
and doubting.” W ho did Paul say was to
pray everywhere? MEN. Did he say m en
pray in the church building? NO, he said,
“Men everywhere.” Everywhere is all
inclusive. He means in the assembly of the
saints on Sunday, or any other tim e, in a
devotional by a group at camp, or at home.
When a mixed group is assembled (i.e. a
group where adult m ales are present—
whether it consists of two or 2,000), women
cannot assume the leadership. The term
everywhere includes every situation. No
exception can be found in the Scriptures.

But, says the objector , the term in the
Bible refers to the woman race in general
and not just to m ales, therefore, they say,
Paul is simply telling us that all mankind is
to pray everywhere. The Greek word used in
this passage is aner. This word is translated
into the E nglish language, in the New
Testament to m ean: Fellow (1 tim e);
Husband (50 times), Man (156 tim es) and
Sir (6 times). I do not believe any wom an
desires to be referred as “manly.” The same
word aner, is used in verse 12—“But I
suffer not a wom an to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man [aner].” Woman is
not to be placed in subjection to hum anity
for that would place her in subjection to her
children. But wom an is in subjection to
man. That is God’s place for her (1 Cor.
11:3). Therefore: by being in subjection, she
is not to take a leadership role.

But, says the objector , in the chain
prayer or in the devotional, we have a man
leading, NOT SO! The only thing that
happens when a w oman or a girl audibly
prays with men present, is to lead them or
their thoughts. There is no di fference in a
woman praying audibly with m en present,
with all the men remaining silent, than for a
woman to stand before men and sing a solo
or preach.
How are young girls to learn to pray?
We are instructed that the older women are
to teach the younger women (Tit. 2:3-5). A
godly mother could be of gre at help. The
only situation in which the wom an/girl
could lead prayer would be in an all female
situation.
It is without author ity and thereby
wrong for her to publicly lead prayer in the
presence of males.

“But I would have you know , that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the
woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God” (1 Cor. 11:3).
“The aged wom en likewise, that they be in behaviour as become th holiness, not false
accusers, not given to muc h wine, teachers of good things; That they m ay teach the young
women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,To be discreet, chaste, keepers
at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed” (Tit.
2:3-5).
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133
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CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (7) $10.00; (3) $15.00;
(3) $20.00; (5) $25.00; (1) $31.00; (1)
$32.00; (1) $35.00; (3) $35.00; (3) $40.00;
(1) $42.00; (1) $43.00; (1) $46.00; (7)
$50.00; (1) $60.00; (1) $70.00; (3) $75.00;
(1) $91.00; (9) $100.00; (1) $121.00;
(1) $130.00; (1) $145.00; (1) $150.00.
CURRENCY: (33) $1.00; (8) $5.00; (3)
$10.00; (2) $20.00. CHANGE: $3.70.
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: $3,192.70.
ZONE TWO MEETS SUNDAY FOR
VISITATION ASSIGNMENTS

Sick

Estil Halland, m other of Frances
Ledford, is still seriously ill. She is now at
home.
Mary Ruth Stroud, sister of W illiam
Weekley, is in Baptist Hospital Room 342.
She is in critical condition.
Helen Pierce is in University Hospital.

Restored

Tim Hall — November 25
Ray Pierce — November 25
Dawn Percell — November 28
Nelda King came forward Wednesday,
November 29 asking for the prayers of the
church. She also placed her membership
with Bellview. Her address is 2527
Hillcrest; 32506 a nd her phone num ber is
944-1454. She will be in ZONE 1. W e
welcome her to family of God that meets at
Bellview.
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Another Look at Attendance
Dean Fugett

Symptom or problem ? This has been
the question concerning poor attendance at
Sunday evening and midweek worship and
study periods of the Lord’s people in every
congregation. Every preacher who has
labored seriously in his calling ha s in his
files numbers of serm ons on this subject.
Sermons have been prepared and preached
which have berated, begged, threatened,
entreated, exhorted—just about every means
possible pursued with the hopes of getting
the “once-a-weeker” involved in a m ore
faithful program of attendance at worship
and study periods.
When one m isses the fellowship
periods, the elders and other concerned
people hope that these are isolated events,
prompted by necessity. Soon it be comes

apparent that far from being necessary, they
have become second nature with many. The
habitual absence from the services of the
Lord’s church bespeaks a serious condition
in the spiritual lives of the absentees, a
condition far m ore serious in its consequences than even they are aware of. The
once-a-weeker will never make it to heaven,
not just because he is absent, but because of
a far greater malady, an infection of lack-oflove that is fatal, and it seem s beyond the
power of any to reveal to him his deficit of
faith and love. Those who once fall into the
clutches of the once-a-w eek habit never
seem to really be able to “repent and do the
first works!”
We hasten to say that our preaching and
writing on this subject is in no way intended

to be coercive in getting people to attend all
services. Forced attendance is useless and
impotent. Wt would be untrue to Christ if
we allowed any to continue to be lieve that
they would be saved if the y only attended
because they felt that they “had to.” But we
would also be untrue to our Lord if we
allowed them to continue to believe that
they were safe in an unsafe condition. W e
are convinced that m any will be lost w ho
didn’t get involved a nd many will be lost
who didn’t tell those who di dn’t get
involved of their insufficient faith and love.
Preachers who refuse to warn of the dangers
of absenteeism have shifted their allegiance
from God to Satan, losing by default souls
that might have been saved. We are also not
addressing those who are sick, have to
work, or the feeble who have no way t o
attend all services.
Coming only in tim e for the Lor d’s
supper then l eaving always prom pts the
question, “What is the m ost important
element of worship?” It always causes us
concern when we hear Christians begin to
talk about the “more important” things. This
has a significant denominational ring to it.
The denominations have long been
notorious for their ability to declare som e
things as unimportant or non-essential. And
now, Christians are becom ing as guilty as
they. Some choose not to sing, even though
God says sing. Some choose not to give as
prospered even though God has told us to
give. Some choose to look around the
building while prayers is be ing made to
God. Some choose to neglect the Lord’s
Supper even though the Lord says not to.
Some choose not to attend som e services.

All because of the concept of “im portant
things.” This arbitrary choosing is indicative
of spiritual immaturity issuing from a failure
in the past to place just em phasis on
learning God’s will and doing it.
Some elements of the Gospel are indeed
weightier than others in consequence, but all
are of equal im portance in our quest for
eternal salvation.
We doubt ser iously that those who
forsake the assem bling of t he saints have
stopped to critically consider the harm they
are doing to the cause of Christ. Neighbors
are aware of our absent ing ourselves from
services and thus judge us as hypocrites, and
the worship and study periods of the Lord’s
people as of little consequence in religion.
Children, weak Christians, and sinners are
all taught by this exam ple to disregard
God’s word, and are encouraged to remain
in their lost state. The denominational world
decides to throw out the Lord’s Supper from
the first day of the week worship; som e
Christians decide to personally and individually do likewise with other elements of
worship or Christian activity. Where is the
difference? God’s Word is our authority. It
is all sufficient. It plainly t eaches against
forsaking the assembling of the saints.
It is evident that continuing ignorance
of God’s will is a result of our choosing not
to stay for preaching, not to return for
Sunday evening worship and not to return
for mid-week Bible study. It is through
these means that we receive milk, then meat
for spiritual growth. Our absence fromall or
many of these studies causes us to receive
only partial teaching in the Lord’s will and
thus fail to unde rstand the significance of

the real Christian life.
Attendance at worship and study not
only Is a duty, but a privilege. Those who
do not consider it a privilege and oppor tunity may never return, but those who are
aware that it provides opportunity for
blessings and spiritual growth will return
again and again and hunger for m ore. It is
important and essential to s alvation of our
souls to attend every service of the Lord’s
people. It is only in keeping with what is
supposed to be our new creature nature to

love to attend, to worship and participate in
continuing Christian fellowship (Acts 2:42).
If not, tell us why and we too will becom e
one of the occasional attenders. If it is New
Testament Christianity for a few, it is for all.
The truth is that it is the very opposite of
New Testament teachings to so act and even
the novice know this. We need to stop
fooling ourselves. May God help us to
awake to our Christianity that we may
repent and He may save us.

Profitable for What?
Jim Faughn

Recently, I hear d a brother read 2
Timothy 3:16-17. Somewhere between the
way he pronounced the words and t he way
I heard them, it sounded to me like he said,
“All scripture is given by Inspir ation of
God, and is prof itable for doctoring, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness....”
It occurred to me that many people see
the Scriptures as profitable for doctoring
instead of doctrine. Indeed, some who
claim to be great scholars have “doctored”
God right out of His own Word.
There are others who profess to believe
the Bible to be inspired of God, but who still
“doctor” its contents to fit what they already
believe. Some, like Jehoiakim (Jer. 36:21ff)

make use of their penknives a nd cut out
portions of the Bible. Other s, like the
baseball pitchers who are accused of
“doctoring” the baseball add a “foreign
substance” to it.
Much of what is taught today results
from a “doctoring” of the Bible. The m ere
existence and acceptance of a “Condensed
Bible” such as the one put out by the people
at Reader’s Digest is an indication of how
far some have gone in their a cceptance of
“doctored Scriptures.”
The warnings against tam pering with
the Word of God are m any and plai n. We
must submit to the dem ands contained
therein. We cannot cha nge its contents to
suit ourselves.
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Wednesday:
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153
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CHECKS: (1) $5.00; (1) $7.00; (4) $10.00;
(1) $15.00; (8) $20.00; (1) $20.50; (4)
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$120.00; (1) $121.00; (1) $130.00; (1)
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$ 2 . 8 6 . TO TA L C O N T R I B U T I O N :
$3,005.36.

Sick

Terri Hall
Joyce Johnson
Helen Pierce
Terrell Parker
Estil Halland, m other of Fran ces
Ledford, is still seriously ill.

Happy Holidays

With the close of the year and with a
New Year held in anticipation, we wish for
all our friends everywhere a Happy Holiday
Season and a most fruitful year of service in
the kingdom of the Lord.
Max and Lillian Miller
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Justifying Faith of Hebrews Eleven

Justifying faith obtains a good report in
the presence of the Alm ighty (Heb. 11:2).
Faith is the invariable, indispensable and
irreplaceable condition for the attainm ent
and maintenance of the right relationship of
man with God. W ithout this faith m an
cannot have that right relationship with God
(Heb. 11:6). The author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, after defi ning faith (Heb 1 1:1)
sets forth the principle of attaining and
maintaining the approved relationship of
man and God, and throughout the remainder
of the eleventh cha pter furnishes proof of
his assertion. The elders Abel, Enoch, Noah
and others related to God in the a pproved
way, through faith. M en in all ages, even
now, favorably relate to God on the basis of
that age old principle of justification by
faith.
Justifying faith is a sacrif icing faith.
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This is demonstrated in Abel who offered “a
more excellent sacrif ice than Cain” (Heb
11.4). The acceptability of the sacrifice is
determined by the matter of faith. Am ram
and Jochebed willingly sacrificed the son of
their love “because they saw he was a
proper child” (Heb. 1 1:23). Women were
willing to sacrifice their men for the righteousness of God and for the glory and
preservation of God’s Israel (Heb 11:35).
The faith that jus tifies overcomes
seemingly insurmountable barriers w hich
could not be overcom e in any other way .
Physical deadness of the womb of Sarah, the
deadness also in Abraham’s loins gave way
to the power of faith and brought forth life
according to the promise. The Red Sea
proved to be no barrier to I srael in their
march to Zion f or “By faith they passed
through the Red sea as by dry land” (Heb.

11:29). The im pregnable walls of Jericho
“by faith fell down” (He b 11:30). Jesus
taught His disciples that the force of faith
was such that it moved mountains; so what
were the walls of Jericho!
Justifying faith imparts great strength to
those who are bowed down in f railty and
weakness. It freed the peopl e of God from
their enemy, the tyrant Pharaoh; it gave
them release from the victor y over the
taskmasters of Egypt. Sarah, ravaged by the
erosion of her great age “Through
faith...received strength to conceive seed,
and was delivered of a child when she was
past age, because s he judged him faithful
who had prom ised” (Heb. 11:11). The
Prophets and Judge s of old “out of
weakness were made strong” (Heb. 11:34).
The apostle Paul, realizing his huma n
frailties, knowing that faith was strength,
said, “Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2
Cor. 12:10). He rejoiced in that he could do
all things through Chri st, the C hrist who
gave him his strength (Phi. 4:13). The faith
that justifies is a f aith that fights. Without
the fight of faith there can be no battle won,
no crown to wear. “Fight the good fight of
faith, lay hold on eternal life” (1 Tim. 6:12)
was Paul’s adm onition to Timothy. Paul,
and all the children ofGod who stand in His
presence justified, knew what the fight of
faith was all about: “Fo r we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.” He

instructed the children of God to put on the
whole armour of God, taking the shield of
faith that they m ight stand victoriously
(Eph. 6:11-18). As the battle is waged often
against unseen powers of darkness, so also
the source and power of w eapons of our
warfare are unseen: “For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong holds” (2
Cor. 10:4). Time would fail m e to tell of
Gideon and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthae, of David also and m ultitudes of
others of both the Old and New T estament
dispensations who have m ightily and
victoriously prevailed in the battle of faith.
A great consolation comforts the soul of the
faithful warrior who is able to say as did
Paul, “For I amnow ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand. I have
fought a good f ight, I have f inished my
course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is lai d up for m e a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8).
The faith that justif ies is a f aith that
fears yet a faith that fears not. There truly is
the righteous fear of God. “ It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.... For our G od is a consum ing fire”
(Heb. 10:31; 12:29). “ Noah, being warned
of God,” move d with pious fear and
foresight, in preparing the ark. Moses,
having seen God’s wrath poured out on
sinful and rebellious Egypt held a holy and
righteous fear of th at wrath lest it be
directed toward him self. The wisdom of
faith is to fear God and keep His com -

mandments (Psa. 111:10; Ecc. 12:13).
And there is an aspect of fearlessness in
this faith. Where men are justified in fearing
God, the justified have no need to fear man.
Moses’ parents, without fear of Pharaoh, did
what they believed to be right in the hiding
of their son (Heb. 1 1:23). Naturally, in the
time of trial their son followed their
example and foresook Egypt, “not fearing
the wrath of the king” (Heb. 1 1:27). The
confidence of fai th speaks to trem bling
hearts and says, “I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee. So that we may bol dly say,
The Lord is my helper, and I will not f ear
what man shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:5-6).
One of the most outstanding and basic
qualities of the faith that justifies is its
element of obedience. The gospel of Christ,
the Word of God, is the source of faith
(Rom. 10:17); the gospel was given “for
obedience to the f aith among all nations”
(Rom. 1:5; 16:26). Condemnation comes to
those who obey not the gospel of truth
(Rom. 2:8-9; 2 The. 1:8-9). Justifying faith
is demonstrated in that Abel offered, Enoch
walked, Noah prepared, Abraham obeyed
and he went out. “Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac” (Heb. 11:17). Israel
passed through the Red Sea, the w alls of
Jericho fell when they were compassed.
These all are illustrations of obedient faith,
actions that would have had no redeem ing
quality had they not been prom pted by
obedience. “He that...worketh righteousness,
is accepted with him” (Acts 10:35) was
Peter’s manner of expressing the fact that in
one’s obedience to the will of God he
“worketh righteousness” and is accepted or
approved of God. Nowhere do we find

fruitful and justif ying faith to be secured
only in a mental concept of belief. Always
there is the physical, m ental and spiritual
activity of active faith. One is to “work out”
his salvation “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them” (Phi. 2:12; Eph. 2:10).
Such works are the works of obedient and
justifying faith.
The faith that justifies is one that is able
to see t he invisible! “Through faith we
understand” (that is, seeing with the mind)
things that one could not know or
understand in any other way. “Through faith
we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that things which are
seen were not m ade of things which do
appear” (Heb. 11:3). No only do we see, or
understand, that out of not hing creation
exists; that the W ord of God is of such
power that at His W ord all these thi ngs
came Into existence; but through f aith we
also understand the nature and personality
of Deity. Paul, by inspirat ion of the Holy
Spirit said regarding this, “For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20). The personality
of Father, Son, and Spirit can be known
only by divine revelation. The created world
lends understanding to this great revelation
of Deity. So, through the eye of faith Moses,
looking backward, understood the cre ation
of the world and of m an (Gen. 1:3; 2:7).
Looking forward he wa s also able to see
“him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27). It was
through the eye of faith Paul saw the crowns

laid up, crowns unseen by othe rs, crowns
reserved for those who loved and look for
His reappearing (2 Tim. 4:8). Abraham
“looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and m aker is God” (Heb.
11:10). John later was to describe the city as
“the holy city, New Jerusalem,” the home of
the souls of those justified by faith.
The faith that justifies overcomes death.
Abel, even after physical death “yet
speaketh” to later gene rations (Gen. 4:10;
Heb. 11:4). Enoch, for his faith, was spared
physical death (Heb. 11:5). Abraham,
though he would kill his son Isaac, believed
that “God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead; fro m whence also he
received him in a fi gure” (Heb. 11:19).
Rahab perished not for “Joshua saved Rahab
the harlot alive.” By faith she “perished not
with them that be lieved not” (Jos. 6:25;
Heb. 11:31). Hebrew wom en by fa ith
received their dead raised to life again; their
faith was that they would obtain a be tter
resurrection than a m ere restoration to

physical, earthly existence (Heb. 1 1:35).
John’s victory of fa ith over the world
includes a victory over death and the grave
(1 John 5:4).
And certainly, justifying faith patiently
endures all the conflicts of life, all its
burdens, pains and hurts. Our faith mus t
endure. Abraham patiently sojourned,
awaiting his heavenly inheritance. “And
others had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, m oreover of bonds and
imprisonment: They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tem pted, were slain
with the sword: th ey wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world
was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts,
and in mountains, and in dens and caves of
the earth. And these all, having obtained a
good report through faith, received not the
promise: God having provided some better
thing for us, that they without us should not
be made perfect” (Heb. 11:36-40).

