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CHRISTIANITY COMES
IN CANS
Dub McClish
It might interest some folks to know that they
can get true Christianity in cans. I’m sure I’ve met
some people along the way who would be glad to
“get some religion” if they could just get it all
wrapped up in a small, inexpensive package like
a can. It doesn’t come in that sort of can, but it
does come in some cans. If you would be more
than a pretending follower of Christ, you need
these cans:
GET ALL YOU CAN. The people of the
world (and far too many in the church) are already
attempting this, but they are trying to get the
wrong things. They seek material things, power,
fame, fleshly pleasure, etc. Those who are serious
about following Christ will seek other things.
They will get all they can of knowledge of the

Word of God, of fellowship with the saints, of
spiritual strength and growth. Those who desire
to get all they can of these things will never
forsake the assembly, will make a time each day
for Bible study and prayer, will go to lecture
programs and workshops where they can learn,
will read sound and wholesome books, etc. They
will be so hungry and thirsty for Truth and the
blessings it brings that they will find and use
every source to get all they can. Many do not
follow Christ very closely because they have
neglected the very avenues of spiritual growth.
SAVE ALL YOU CAN. Many people are
doing this, but they are saving the wrong things.
Some folks save everything they get their hands
on. Some literally starve themselves of needed
food to be able to save a few more dollars. If
some Christians would be as concerned about the
important things as they are about saving money
and other perishables it would almost cause a
revolution. If we would be true to the example

and teaching of Christ, we must save all the souls
we can, starting with our own. Parents must do
their best to save their children. We all have other
family members we should try to save. We must
seek to save all of our friends that we can. No, we
will never save them all, but who knows which
ones we can until we try? The Lord will not
necessarily judge us by the number we save, but
he well certainly judge us by the effort we made
to save all we can.
GIVE ALL YOU CAN. Some people are
doing this for their careers, a sports event, a civic
club, a political party or some other cause. Again,
if some would give as much to the Lord and His
work as they do to some secular causes, it would
make drastic improvements in what we could
accomplish. I speak not merely of the giving of
money, but the gift of self. The essence of the
discipleship is self denial, service, putting the
kingdom first, and willingness to suffer for the
sake of Christ. Such saints will not be stingy with
their money, time or talent. Neither do they have
to be begged to give!
908 Imperial Drive; Denton, TX 76201

WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
Sidney White
Every person has great events in life that mean
so much more than everyday occurrences. They
may include high school or college graduation,
wedding day or the birth of a child. But the most
important event in one’s life is conversion to
Christ. Other great events mean much but the
effects are temporary. Becoming a Christian
affects you and others eternally. What then does
it really mean to become and be a Christian?
First, becoming a Christian means that your
past sins are forgiven. Even those who crucified
the Son of God could be forgiven (Acts 2:38).
Saul of Tarsus was told to have his sins washed

away, and that included killing Christians and
otherwise persecuting the church. At this point
God will treat you as if you had never sinned
(Heb. 10:17). You are recognized by God as one
of His children (2 Cor. 6:14-18). This results in a
completely new and different relationship that
provides strength (Heb. 13:5-6), brings about
forgiveness of sins through repentance and prayer
(1 John 1:9; Jam. 5:16), and provides a nearness
to God otherwise unattainable (Jam. 4:8).
Second, becoming and being a Christian
means that you are not your own. You now
belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20). We can no
longer do as we please and remain faithful (2 Cor.
5:15). Now that we belong to God we will never
stop serving Him. He must always come first
(Mat. 6:33; 26:39). Christianity is not a matter of
occasional church services, but involves doing
God’s will in everything everyday (Rom. 12:11;
Tit. 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 10:31).
Third, becoming a Christian means that one
enters a new life. One is raised from the waters
of baptism to “walk in newness of life” (Rom.
6:3-4). This new life may be more difficult for
some because of their past life. The new life no
doubt was a much easier adjustment for one like
Cornelius (Acts 10:1-6) than it would have been
for those in Corinth (1 Cor. 6:9-11). This new life
may result in persecution, but recognizing the
value of this new life we will endure (Mat. 10:22;
1 Cor. 10:13; Phi. 4:13).
Fourth, becoming a Christian means that we
now have new objects of affection. We give up
our love for the world (1 John 2:15-17). We
mortify (put to death) our desire for the ways of
the flesh (Col. 3:1ff). We now love God (Mat.
22:37) more than anything else. He who never
learns to love the worship of God more than
movies and ball games will never get to heaven.
Feelings of envy, hatred, jealousy, and misuse of
the tongue are all a part of the old life with its
affections, not the new life with its affection.
Fifth, becoming a Christian means that one

now lives by a new standard. We no longer walk
according to the course of this world (Eph. 2:1-3).
The greatness of our call demands that our moral
standards not be set by the world (Eph. 4:1-3). We
study the Word of God to find the proper standard
for life because it is our perfect and all-sufficient
standard (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3).
Sixth, becoming a Christian means that one
has entered into a happy life. The eunuch, after
being baptized, “went on his way rejoicing” (Acts
8:39). “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I
say, Rejoice” (Phi. 4:4). The happiness that we
enjoy in this life as a Christian is preparation for
an eternal abode where joy abounds (Rev. 21:34).
Are you a Christian? Do you share in these
blessings and hopes?
Copied

Psalm 100:1-2
“A Psalm of praise. Make a joyful
noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.
Serve the LORD with gladness: come
before his presence with singing.”

WE MUST BE STRONG
Garland Elkins
After discussing many subjects, Paul, in the
first Corinthian epistle, summed up the letter in
these words: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong. Let all that ye do be
done in love” (1 Cor. 16:13-14). If space
permitted I would discuss all five of these great
Christian duties. However, since space is so
limited, I shall discuss only the statement, “quit
you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). The word
“quit” as used by Paul means “to behave” as men.
We call attention to some of the components

of strength. To be strong:
There must be depth.
The iceberg is steadied because the great mass
of its bulk is beneath the surface. Likewise the
life of a strong man must go deep. Underneath the
surface lie the great principles that endure—truths
and the things that make for good character and
wholesome life.
There is steadiness.
The strong man is a steady man, when the
storm is on, holds himself quietly at his post,
keeping his courage and the courage of others.
The weak person allows mere trifles to become
magnified into mountains. A few strong men
standing firmly for truth, not easily excited, with
quiet confidence in God and their fellow man can
accomplish great things.
There is the acceptance of responsibility.
An empty life cannot fare well in a storm. We
never know just how strong one’s life is until it is
loaded with a task that taxes it to the utmost. In a
storm Jesus asked, “Why are ye fearful? have ye
not yet faith?” (Mark 4:40). “And he said unto
them, Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:25).
There must be cooperation.
The strong man works well with others. It is
not so much “I” and “they” as it is “me.” Paul
wrote, “For we are God’s fellow-workers: ye are
God’s husbandry, God’s building” (1 Cor. 3:9).
Let us, then, as Christians build upon the
eternal truth of God; let us hold to the hand of
God through the vicissitudes of life; let us accept
the responsibilities of life. Let us remember that
we are not alone. The Hebrews’ writer stated this
great truth in these words: “Be ye free from the
love of money; content with such things as ye
have: for himself hath said, I will in no wise fail
thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee. So
that with good courage we say, The Lord is my
helper; I will not fear: What shall man do unto
me?” (Heb. 13:5-6).
1190 Estate Drive; Memphis, TN 38119
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Ella Hammac, Ruth
Branson, and Neva Bryant. Hairston
Brantley is in the CCU at West Florida
Regional Medical Center.

RESTORED
Dale Cunningham was restored on
January 4, 1998. Please keep Dale in your
prayers and help him to lead the Christian
life that God would have us to lead.

READING/INVITATION
January 7, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Jeremy Caine
January 14, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
January 11, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
January 18, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
Bellview. Study John chapters 1-3.
January 18, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

MOVING!
If you are moving and wish to keep
receiving the Beacon please send us your
change of address.
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HIGH OCTANE
QUESTIONS
Terry M. Hightower
Did Princess “Di” fake her death? Should my
toilet tissue run down the front or back of the
roller? Will my prize be inside the cereal box? Is
Elvis really still alive? Is Nutrasweet harmful?
Will the new package of Clearasil work on my
ugly pimples? Will Ed McMahon call me today
from the sweepstakes headquarters? Can the
Cowboys win next year’s Super Bowl? Will my
retirement check allow us to travel? Can I get
tickets to the concert? Are the new TV programs
any good? Does this top go with this skirt? Can
we afford to take the kids to that theme park?
Where shall we go out to eat this Sunday? Such
is the stuff of the momentous, pressing, and
weighty questions of our day! Tell me, what is
the most notable question in your mind of late?
Ann Landers recently gave her viewpoint on

the most sought-after subject that has appeared in
her column. She stated that she has had more
letters on one topic than any other in years. That
topic was: “How ought I to hang the toilet paper
in the bathroom?” If this is the most sought-after
question in our blessed America, we are
obviously in serious trouble! Tell me, is this the
“highest octane question” which you roll around
inside that fantastic gray thing between your
ears? Just what are the significant issues of your
life and how often do you communicate these to
family members and friends?
The Biggie
The most important question to which any
human being can address himself or herself, has
two parts: (1) does God exist? and (2) what is His
will for humankind? This question is of
paramount importance because, if God does exist,
then being in a right relationship with Him
becomes the supreme obligation of every person.
On the other hand, if He does not exist, then
neither the beliefs nor the actions of anyone

(including Lady Di) have any ultimate
significance. I am constantly amazed and shocked
in encountering individuals who have never let
The Supreme Question run through their stream
of consciousness, apparently content to dwell on
such grave and critical questions as “Correcting
My Golf Slice,” “How Best To Get Chewing
Gum Off Shoes,” or “Should I Sleep Facing or
Facing Away From The Couch?”!
Having initially answered the question of
God’s existence affirmatively, sometimes even
believers get “off the track” and into silly,
piddling, picayunish trivialities about as “deep”
as a sand bar. Peter sobers us up by reminding us
that: “The heavens and the earth, which are now,
by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men...But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up” (2 Pet. 3:7, 10).
Peter proceeds to draw the only rational
conclusion: “Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness” (2 Pet. 3:11). In other words, since
God exists, what is His will for me so that I may
give diligence that I may be found “without spot
and blameless in his sight” (2 Pet. 3:14)? Now
brother or sister, THAT is a “high octane”
question! In fact, determining whether the Bible
is God’s will for mankind is crucial and logically
prior to applying it (as Peter urges) to our
behavior.
Although the entire Bible in one way or
another deals with issues transcending anything
in this life, perhaps Job 38 and 39 and also the
book of Ecclesiastes force one to think on what is
ultimately significant in the most powerful
fashion that can be found. The patriarch Job is
shown that life is simply incomprehensible

without God, and Solomon (after saying that he
had “seen it all,” declares: “and the dust returneth
to the earth as it was, and the spirit returneth unto
God who gave it...This is the end of the matter;
all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his
commandments; for this is the whole duty of
man” (Ecc. 12:7, 13).
Will you think about Elvis or the direction of
toilet tissue, or “In the beginning God....”?
5206 Ben Davis Road; Sachse, TX 75048

HAVE YOU DONE
ALL YOU CAN?
Dave Rogers
The concentration of an athlete in action is
wonderful to behold. As a pitcher/quarterback/
tennis player or golfer consciously “shuts out” the
entire world, all of his/her attention is focused on
the task at hand. Charlie Brown, with his tongue
clenched firmly between his teeth, never paid
closer attention? Most of us enjoy some sort of
recreation which demands our attention; some
fish, some play softball, some bowl, some sew or
cross-stitch or knit; to do well at any of these, we
must pay attention! No one is proud of a job
poorly done!
When I look at what I am doing for Christ,
what do I see? It is hard for many of us to
concentrate on good works, unless they just
happen to be something we enjoy doing! All of
us want the church to grow and prosper and be
strong, but what are we doing about it? One
says, “I teach a Bible class!” Good! What else
can you do? Another says, “I already attend
Sunday morning and evening, and Wednesday
nights too!” Good! What else can you do? Still
another says, “But preacher, I already give as
much as I can afford on my salary.” Again, we
say Good! Now what else can you do? Do you
work as hard for the Lord as you do for “ fun”?
Our point is really pretty simply: The two-and

five-talent men (Mat. 25:14ff) were praised and
blessed because they used all the talents the
Master gave them. We need to use all that He
gives us! If we don’t use all our abilities and
capabilities, then we’re not doing all we can for
Him! Let each Christian examine him—or
herself, and see what more we each can and
should do for the Lord! Don’t “be weary in
well-doing” (Gal. 6:9), and remember; it’s after
“having done all” (Eph. 6:13) that we can stand
in the strength of the Lord!
P.O. Box 285; Lawton, OK 73502

CHRIST’S WITNESSES
Joe E. Galloway
The apostles were the witnesses of Christ
mentioned throughout the New Testament. Man,
not understanding their unique work, misapplies
the term “witness,” using it as a designation of
Christians and their work today.
Peter, speaking of himself and the eleven,
said, “we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:32). As a
witness he testified (v. 40). He repeated in Acts
3:15; 5:32 and 10:39 that “we are his witnesses.”
Peter and John are said to have “testified and
preached the word” at Samaria (Acts 8:25). Those
“which came up with him from Galilee to
Jerusalem” (the apostles) “are his witnesses unto
the people” according to Acts 13:31. Both Peter
and John later wrote that they were witnesses of
Christ (1 Pet. 5:1 and 1 John 1:2).
Why The Apostles Were Called Witnesses
A witness is one who has personal, firsthand
knowledge of something. The apostles had seen
and heard Jesus while He did His work and
teaching following His resurrection. Jesus told
them, “ye also shall bear witness, because ye
have been with me from the beginning” (John
15:27). The one chosen to take Judas’ place had
to have been with Him and “a witness with us of
his resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22). Later, Peter
spoke of the apostles being, “witnesses of all the

things which he did” and said that following
Christ’s resurrection. God “shewed him...unto
witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who
did eat and drink with him after he rose from the
dead” (Acts 10:39-41).
Miraculous Power
Accompanied His Witnesses
When Jesus told the apostles “ye are witnesses
of these things,” He followed this statement with
the requirement that they wait in Jerusalem to be
endued with power from God (Luke 24:48-49).
This connection of miraculous power with their
being witnesses is further emphasized in Acts
1:8: “ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.” Acts 4:33 says, “with great
power gave the apostles witness.” Acts 14:3 connects testimony with signs and wonders. Concerning the apostles, Hebrews 2:4 says, “God also
bearing them witness, both with signs and
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the Holy Ghost.”
Paul Also A Witness
Paul “was not a whit behind the very chiefest
apostles” (2 Cor. 11:5), even though he was
“born out of due time” (1 Cor. 15:8). So, God had
chosen him to “see that Just One, and shouldest
hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his
witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and
heard” (Acts 22:14-15; also see 26:16). Consequently, Paul is often said to have testified, or
witnessed, concerning Christ (Acts 18:5; 20:21,
24; 23:11; 26:22; 28:23; 1 Cor. 15:15).
No More Witnesses
At the close of the apostolic age there were
none left who had seen Jesus, so witnessing (or
testifying) for Christ was no longer possible.
Also, the miraculous power accompanying their
witnessing had ceased. Such was not needed any
longer, though, for their testimony had been
written and miraculously confirmed by the power
of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.
218 Pinecrest Drive; Greenville, TN 37743
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Ella Hammac, Ruth
Branson, Neva Bryant, Hairston Brantley,
and Tim Lamb.

READING/INVITATION
January 14, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Bill Crowe
January 21, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Rad Dodd

MARK THESE DATES
January 18, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
Bellview. Study John chapters 1-3.
January 18, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

PSALM 25:1-5
“Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my
soul. O my God, I trust in thee: let me not
be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph
over me. Yea, let none that wait on thee be
ashamed: let them be ashamed which
transgress without cause. Shew me thy
ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. Lead
me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art
the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait
all the day.”
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THE ROAD LESS
TRAVELED
Mel Futrell
Many of you from your school days may
remember and thus be familiar with Robert
Frost’s 1916 poem, “The Road Not Taken.” A
more sobering and thought-provoking poem is
rarely found. Take a minute and consider these
thoughts from stanza four.
I shall be telling this with a sigh,
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
In modern temporal terms the road less traveled is generally speaking the least desirable. It is
the road in need of maintenance, etc., therefore,
few choose it. But in spiritual/eternal terms the
road less traveled is the most desirable.
Our Lord had something to say about the road

less traveled in Matthew 7:13-14. In this section
of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about
two gates and two ways. The road less traveled is
referred to as a strait gate and narrow way, which
leadeth unto life and few there be that find it.
Why is it that the road that should be the most
desirable is the least frequented? And why will
the vast majority of those who ever live choose
the wide gate and the broad way? Might it have
something to do with the ease of entrance? Could
it be that few are willing to make the necessary
sacrifices to walk the narrow way (Mat. 16:24)?
Would we be correct in saying that usually when
men are given a choice they select the path, route,
road, or direction that offers the least resistance to
their selfish desires? From the context of Matthew chapter 7 isn’t it true that often false
teachers so confuse the minds of mankind that
only a few of them can find the narrow way that
leads to life (Mat. 7:15-16)? Yes, I believe all of
the above offer part of the answer as to why so
many take the wrong road. Yet, it is still disturb-

ing and confusing to see so many headed in a
destructive direction.
Brethren, our Lord didn’t speak Matthew
7:13-14 as a gloom and doom message in order to
cast a shadow over our evangelistic efforts.
Rather, what he said by way of a kingdom pointer
was intended to provide for us a realistic outlook
of the big job ahead of us with all its difficulties.
Please don’t be duped by emotionally charged
speakers claiming that we’re going to take the
world for Christ. That is simply contrary to what
Christ Himself said in the verses under consideration. WHAT WE BETTER DO IS TAKE
CHRIST AND HIS GOSPEL TO THE WORLD.
(Mat. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; 2 Tim. 4:2).
Like Mr. Frost, I shall be telling this with a
sigh. Most have and always will enter the wide
gate, but that fact doesn’t excuse any of us
narrow-wayers from preaching the Word. It is
still and always will be the gospel of Christ which
is the power of GOD unto salvation (Rom. 1:16).
You can be assured that the right road, the one
less traveled by, will make all the difference.
450 Harleston Road; Irmo, SC 29063

TO SPANK OR
NOT TO SPANK
Tommy Moore
Prisons and jails are bursting at the seams
today because parents have not fulfilled their
duties to their children. We see children in our
schools who do not respect authority and who are
a constant trouble for the school. We notice
children in our worship assemblies who have not
been taught to sit quietly, or who get up and roam
about when they ought to be sitting. We are
aware of a host of children who through their
actions show they receive little discipline at
home. I believe one of the greatest, if not the
greatest, problems in our world today is parents
failing to discipline their children in a proper
manner.

Paul declared, “And, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
We are to nourish our children in the discipline
and in the instruction of the Lord. There are
various ways to discipline our children, but one
of the ways that is of special need, especially in
the child’s younger years, is spankings. Solomon
taught, “He that spareth his rod hateth his son:
but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes”
(Pro. 13:24).
Notice some of the benefits that will occur as
a result of parents disciplining their children by
means of spankings. Solomon said, “Foolishness
is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him” (Pro.
22:15). Children, because of their youth and
immaturity are given to foolishness; that is, being
involved in silly tricks, foolish behavior and
unwise choices. We have, by inspiration, the
perfect means of driving this foolishness far from
a child—the rod of correction. Our children, if
not corrected, will stay in this foolish state and
will very possibly have a terrible end. So, if we
really love our children, we will spank them for
their own good.
Second, God says: “Thou shalt beat him with
the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell” (Pro.
23:14). Physical correction does not bring death.
Solomon said, “Withhold not correction from the
child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall
not die” (Pro. 23:13). On the contrary, it brings
one into the proper relationship with God, and
thus, he escapes spiritual death. The parent who
does not try to prevent his child from going to
hell does not love his child,
Third, Solomon proclaims, “The rod and
reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself
bringeth his mother to shame” (Pro. 29:16). In
spite of the many psychologists who would tell us
otherwise, the Scriptures teach the need for
physical correction to produce wisdom in a child.
When we fail to physically discipline our children, we are claiming to be wiser than God! If a

child never, or seldom, receives the rod of correction, if a child is not corrected and is allowed to
do as he pleases, for the most part, shame is sure
to be brought upon the family.
In regard to physical discipline, Solomon
gives us two warnings, The first: “Chasten thy
son while there is hope” (Pro. 19:18a). There will
come a time when it will be too late for discipline, a time when a child is too far gone, a time
when discipline will no longer have any effect.
So the warning is, while there is still time, discipline your children; do not allow them to go
through life without the proper correction.
Second, we are told: “let not thy soul spare for
his crying” (Pro. 19:18b). Solomon warns us not
to forsake the disciplining of our children due to
their crying and pleading. It is true what many
parents have told their children right before they
spanked them: “no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby”
(Heb. 12:11). Although spankings are not pleasant for either party, they do work for the benefit
of both involved.
Remember, “He that spareth his rod hateth his
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.”
The Comanche Counselor

PRESSING ONWARD

to be made to God. Older citizens to cheer. Love
to be exemplified in everything.
There is work to be done! Backsliders to be
restored. Burdens to lift. Men to qualify and
desire the eldership. Missionaries to be supported.
Orphans to be clothed and fed. Work for the
means to help the needy. Training for those who
want to be of greater service. Elders to be appointed. Discipline to be rendered to the disobedient. Wrongs to be made right. The gospel to be
obeyed. The devil to be defeated.
It is not time to glory in past accomplishments
or act defeated. Time is running out. The devil is
gaining on us. Immorality is becoming more
prevalent. Homes are being broken. False teachers are deceiving people into error. Children are
running loose. Doctrinal soundness does not
appeal to many people. Souls are on the road to
hell.
We must press onward! Sticking our heads
into the sand, pretending perilous times do not
exist, being busy in our own pleasures and profits, wishing things will automatically become
better, and being uninvolved by passing the buck,
blaming others, etc., will not get the needed jobs
done, but will, in fact, allow our world to become
worse faster.
Even though we are tried we must keep pursuing in good works, and keep pressing onward to
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus for there is much work to be done.
Copied

Willard Cox
There is work to be done! A charge to keep. A
mission to accomplish. A never-dying soul to
save. A church to help grow. Young people to
teach. Sick people to visit. New converts to
nurture. Bible classes to teach. Young families to
lead to Christ. A beautiful life to live. The God of
heaven to glorify.
There is work to be done! The Bible to be
studied. Visitors to greet. Neighbors to invite to
church. Children to spend much time with. Temptations to overcome. Crosses to be borne. Prayers

PRINTING EQUIPMENT
PROBLEMS
The January 12 issue of the Beacon was
delayed in being printed and mailed due to
printing equipment problems. Some people
may have received their copy printed in both
blue and black ink. This is also a result of the
equipment problem. Please accept our
apologies for any inconvenience this caused.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, and Ella
Hammac. Ruth Branson is undergoing
radiation and chemotherapy. Tim Lamb had
surgery on January 19. Hairston Brantley
had surgery on January 19.

RESTORED
Harold Maxey was restored on January
18, 1998. Please keep Harold in your
prayers.

READING/INVITATION
January 21, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Rad Dodd
January 28, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Ray Foshee

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

February 15, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
Foley. Study John chapters 4-5.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

1 TIMOTHY 6:1
“Let as many servants as are under the
yoke count their own masters worthy of all
honour, that the name of God and his
doctrine be not blasphemed.”
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SEVEN TYPES OF
CHRISTIANS
Did you know there are different types of
Christians described in the Bible? There are the
strong and the weak (Rom. 15:1), the spiritual
and the carnal (1 Cor. 3:1), the hot and the cold
(Rev. 3:15), and the stable and the unstable
(Eph. 4:14-16). There are still others to add to the
list. Following are a few more that you may have
run into.
There is the fictional Christian. This individual is a Christian only in his own mind and by his
own definition. He seldom attends, never contributes, and has forgotten how to work. His loftiest
goal is to maintain his name on the church roll.
Not too many of these are found in the New
Testament since it deals with fact not fiction.
Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against me;
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth
abroad” (Mat. 12:30). One is either in or out.

Some who are out may regard themselves as in,
but that is self-delusional. Jesus once asked, “And
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). One cannot disregard
the Lord’s will regarding worship and service and
be considered a Christian, unless it’s a fiction
story.
There is the frictional Christian. Whether
intentionally or not, this person rubs everyone the
wrong way. Is it the abrasive personality that
causes this reaction, or is it the fact that he or she
does not think before speaking? A healthy dose
of love, thoughtfulness, and kindness would go a
long way in affecting a cure (Eph. 4:32).
There is the fractional Christian. These kind
of people attend a fraction of the time although
no one would be able to predict when. They
expect everyone to stand up and cheer when they
bless the congregation with their presence. The
fractional Christian is a part-time disciple (which
is a contradiction in terms). They probably can

talk a good case of Christianity (1 John 3:16).
Religion is something they leave at the building
as soon as they depart. The Lord has a fraction of
their hearts, their bodies, and their pocketbooks.
The remainder of their hearts is “possessed” by
the devil.
There is the factional Christian. This individual thrives on strife and just loves to stir things
up! He is a sower, not of the Word of God (Luke
8:11), but of discord among brethren (Pro. 6:19).
Does he think that the Lord’s church is a human
institution in which opinions may be exalted and
politics may be engaged in? If something is done
that is not his idea, he doesn’t like it. It will not
be enough that he refuses to participate in whatever he finds objectionable; he will try to make
sure that no one else can enjoy the activity, either.
To add weight to his criticism, he will most likely
trot out a Scripture for support (though it is
misapplied). If left unchecked, he will discourage
many church members. And if he does not get his
way, others can still expect to hear murmuring
and complaining from his lips. This type of
person has been known to round up as many
fictional and fractional brothers as he can to
attend the business meeting and vote with him.
Eventually there may be a split, but division is all
right with him—he got his way.
There is the functional Christian. He has
obeyed from the heart the gospel of Christ and
has been truly converted (Rom. 6:17-18). Everything he has, is, or ever will be belongs to God.
And he functions the way God designed him. He
(or she) is a conscientious husband, wife, mother,
father, son, or daughter. This person makes the
finest citizen in the community. Best of all, the
functional Christian glorifies his Lord by putting
His cause first and overcoming all obstacles. He
is personally devoted to his own spiritual improvement. Although perhaps not in some spectacular way, he is never-the-less evangelistic
(Rom. 1:14; Mat. 28:18-20). In short, he functions as a Christian ought to function.

Should a Christian be interested in studying
the Word of God? Should a Christian desire to
meet with other brethren to worship God? Should
a Christian be concerned about those still lost in
sin? Should a Christian stand for truth and oppose
error? Should a Christian protest the evils of
society and praise that which is good? Should a
Christian give generously to the local congregation to support its work? Yes, and the functional
Christian does all of these things, and more.
There is the dysfunctional Christian. Just as
the news reports physical families that can be
described this way, so would God’s spiritual
family be this way—if everyone was like this
person. He (or she) does not relate to others in the
body very well, judging by their absence from the
activities that the rest of the members engage in.
Of course, not everyone can participate in everything (although couples in their seventies have
gone bowling with the younger set). But these
folk do not ever seem to be involved in anything.
They are either too busy, or they don’t care much
for their brothers and sisters (1 Cor. 12:12-27;
Eph. 4:16). These inexplicable people may be
consistent attenders, good givers, and helpful in
many ways, but they do not appear to enjoy the
family relationship Christ designed for there to be
in the church, which is unfortunate, since brotherhood is an integral and vital part of Christianity.
There is the unctional Christian. No, that’s
not a misprint, though it may be unfamiliar (but
then we need more words in the English language). According to the dictionary, the second
definition of unction is: “an ointment or oil,
salve.” The one after that is: “something that
serves to soothe or restore; a balm.” Oh, how we
need unctional brethren—someone who can
speak a soothing word to those distressed, hurting, or grieving. Barnabas was called the son of
consolation (KJV), exhortation (ASV), encouragement (NKJV), and comfort (The New Testament in Basic English). How refreshing it is for
someone to utter an uplifting thought instead of a

complaint, a kind word instead of a snide comment. We all need this kind of support. Of the
seven types of Christians described in this article,
which category fits YOU?
Author Unknown
(with additions by Gary W. Summers)

HOW TO HAVE
A REWARDING
RETIREMENT

T

become all God intends you to be. Follow
Paul’s example (Phi. 3:13-14).
Trust in God and Christ and not yourselves,
then you will be able to do more than you
ever dreamed you could. You can make a
difference in the world and for yourself
reap the Christian’s benefits that are “out
of this world” in Heaven when life on earth
is over (Pro. 3:5; Mat. 19:26; Phi. 4:13;
Mat. 25:14-30).
Box 73; Jackson, TN 38305

Charles H. Cox

A MODERN PARABLE!

...or you could choose the road less traveled and
serve the Lord with gladness and discover the
rewards of retirement (Psa. 100:2).
R
Read and study the Bible more and pray
more—now that you have more time. It’s
rewarding. (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 The. 5:17)
E
Edify one another and you will find yourself edified (Rom. 14:19).
T
Try to practice the Golden Rule in all situations. It relieves stress and let’s your light
shine (Mat. 7:12; 5:16).
I
Involve yourself in the work of the church
and in community service, not for self
glory, but to glorify God (Ecc. 9:10).
R
Reach out to people of all ages and in all
places with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is
the power of God unto salvation (Mat.
28:19-20).
E
Encourage yourself and others to use their
talents for the glory of God. You’ll find you
discover new talents along the way (Mat.
25:14-30).
M Moderation in all things will help you to
live a balanced life and help you to avoid
extremes in any area (Phi. 4:5).
E
Enthusiasm for God’s way instead of the
ways of the world will enable you to overcome evil (Rom. 12:21).
N
Never give up and never feel that you have

A treasurer of a congregation resigned. The
church asked another person to take his position.
He was a man who managed a local grain elevator. He agreed to take the job upon two conditions. One, that no report from the treasurer
would be give for a whole year; and two, that no
one ask him any questions during that year.
The church members gulped but finally agreed,
since he was a trusted man in the community and
was well known and because most of them did
business with him at the elevator.
At the end of the year he gave his report as
follows: “The indebtedness of $250,000.00 on the
church building has been paid, the minister’s
salary has been increased, the mission quota has
been paid 200%...there are no outstanding bills,
and there is a cash balance of $12,000.”
Immediately the shocked congregation asked,
“How come?” Quietly the new treasurer answered, “Most of you bring your grain to the
elevator. As you did business with me, I simply
withheld 10% on your behalf and gave it to the
church in your name. You never missed it. Do
you see what we could do for the Lord if all of us
were willing to give even the first tenth to God
who owns it anyway?”
Copied

Robert Howard
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ella
Hammac, Tim Lamb, and Hairston
Brantley.

BAPTIZED
Diana McDaniels was baptized into
Christ on January 23, 1998. Please keep
Diana in your prayers and offer her
encouragement. Diana’s address is 20
Emory Drive; Pensacola, FL 32506.

READING/INVITATION
January 28, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Ray Foshee
February 4, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Bill Gallaher

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
February 8, 1998–Photographs will be
taken of the Bellview members to
update the directory board after the
morning and evening services.
February 15, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
Foley. Study John chapters 4-5.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

GREAT-GRANDPARENTS
Ray and Marge Williams are new greatgrandparents to Morgan Brook Sanders
born on January 16, 1998, to Ronald and
Jamie Sanders. Our congratulations is
extended to all.
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A PROBLEM
WITH MURMURING
Al Macias
The problem of murmuring is a problem that
many times we tend to overlook as sinful. We as
Christians do not have any problem in accepting
the fact that killing, stealing, lying, or committing
some act of immorality is sinful; but when it
comes to murmuring, sometimes we tend to bypass this as just one of those things that all of us
do at one time or another. What do the Scriptures
say about murmuring? Is murmuring just “one of
those things?” As we study the Scriptures, we
find that murmuring has never been just one of
those things that causes a problem for us all. Murmuring is actually a problem that is not only
sinful but can take us to even more serious problems of the soul.
When we read in 1 Corinthians 10:10 about
murmuring, we find that not only are we

prohibited from murmuring, we are also told that
murmuring is putting the Lord to the test. In the
context that the apostle Paul wrote this, we find
that Paul was trying to exhort the Corinthian
brethren to learn from the examples of those who
came before them who had tempted the Lord by
committing various sins, among which was the
sin of murmuring. Not only did the apostle Paul
make it clear that murmuring was wrong but that
the Lord had destroyed some under the Old Law
because of their murmuring.
What is this problem of murmuring? One form
of murmuring is to complain because we think
someone has wronged us in some form or other.
There is no justification for those who commit
wrong against others, but God’s Word instructs
us in the way we are to respond to those who
have committed this offense. Nowhere in the
Scriptures do we find authority to murmur about
or against those who have wronged us. To murmur is to complain in such a way that there is
bitterness in our hearts. Sometimes we murmur

because things do not go the way we had planned. Sometimes we murmur because we just do
not and will not accept anyone trying to do us
harm, and we feel like retaliating. The Lord knew
that we all would eventually have a problem with
wanting to get even, and that is why we read in
1 Peter 2:21-23, “For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his
steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in
his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not
again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but
committed h imself to him that judgeth
righteously.” Do we have a problem with murmuring? Let us all be careful when we feel like
complaining against one another.
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, TX 78748

KEEP YOUR EYES
BETWEEN THE EARS
Eddie Whitten
“And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put
his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).
Many years ago a friend of mine related a
story to me that every farmer of that day knew.
He said that to plow a straight furrow, he would
pick out an object at the other end of the field,
line up the mule so that the object showed between the mule’s ears and then keep his eyes
between the ears. This is another way to express
the need to set a goal in any endeavor we undertake and waver only the slightest from that
goal. Keep your eyes between the ears.
The power of the gospel of Christ converts
one from the ways of the world to the Way of
Christ. Conversion is the transition from a life of
self-gratification to that of service to others
through our service to God. It is the transformation from selfishness to selflessness. It is
the regeneration of the soul from sin-stained

condemnation to blood-cleansed righteousness. It
is a redirection of one’s life from aimless wandering to hope-filled expectation. It is a changing of
the course of our eternal destiny from hopeless
destruction in an everlasting hell to blissful peace
in the bosom of the Lord.
The church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:2223; Col. 1:18). There is only one body (Eph. 4:4).
Jesus is the head of the body, the church (Col.
1:18). Therefore, to be under the favor of Jesus,
i.e., to be a part of the body of Christ, one must
be in the church (Acts 2:47). Is it too much to ask
for one to acknowledge the necessity of doing
what the Savior of the body (Eph. 5:23) requires
to be a part of His body? We think that way in
every other thing we do. To be a part of any
organization, we must agree to abide by the rules
of that organization. Everyone understands the
basic premise except when it involves the church.
Jesus is the founder (Mat. 16:18), head (Eph.
1:23), mediator (1 Tim. 2:5), judge (John 12:48)
and savior of the church (Eph. 5:23). It would
seem logical, if Jesus is the Savior of His body,
the church, that one would hasten to be subject to
the requirements to be a part of His body. Since
every organization has requirements for admission, it would not be unexpected for the
church also to have certain requirements to honor.
It does. God revealed through the inspired writers
(2 Tim. 3:16-17) everything one has to do to get
into the church, the body of Christ. One must
believe that He (Jesus) is the Son of God (John
8:24). He must also, upon that belief, repent of
his sins (Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30). As a consequence of his belief and repentance, he must, with
his mouth, confess Jesus before men (Rom. 10:910). Then Jesus says one must, on his belief, be
baptized (Mark 16:16) for the remission of his
sins (Acts 2:38). That baptism is a burial (Rom.
6:3-4; Col. 2:12) from which one arises to walk a
new life, a new course. He has now a goal to gain
and he must set his eyes on that goal and never
waver. He must focus on Calvary’s cross and

keep his eyes between the ears.
Becoming a Christian does not insure
religious or moral purity within itself. There are
many dangers awaiting the new child of God.
Satan never sleeps. Temptations of every stripe
abound in the world. For those who wish to keep
one foot on the path of righteousness and the
other in worldliness, Satan will overcome and the
battle is soon over. For those who keep their
focus on the goal of salvation, Satan cannot overcome even though the battle rages until we die
(2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rev. 2:10).
All of the preceding is a beautiful picture of
the conversion of one from the ravages of the
world to the bliss of eternal safety. However,
there are distractions even within the church.
Both John and Paul forewarn the Christian of the
presence of false teachers. Paul told the Ephesian
elders, “For I know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them” (Acts 20:29-30). He
also exhorted Timothy to “preach the word...For
the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim.
4:2-4). John cautioned his readers, “Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
Those who would change the face of the
church to conform to the image of the world are
working hard to divert the faithful. Just as there
are objects in the field that will cause the
plowman to waver from his course, there is the
urgent need to keep our eyes on the goal Jesus
has set for the faithful and keep on keeping on.
Paul describes the Christian armor (Eph. 6:1118). He gives us the means by which we can ward
off the false teaching of the “change agents.” He

says, “Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked” (Eph. 6:16) as the means by
which we can accomplish our task. If we keep our
eyes between the ears; on the goal we have set
when we submitted our souls to the gospel of
Christ; on the promise we have of salvation to
those who “fought a good fight, [who]...have
finished...[the] course, [who]...have kept the
faith” (2 Tim. 4:7), then heaven will be our eternal home. Otherwise, we will be guilty of following the wisdom(?) of men. Jesus condemns
this course: “in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men”
(Mat. 15:9).
3616 Brown Trail; Bedford, TX 76021

HE MADE “ONE”
(BIG) MISTAKE
1. He brushed his teeth twice a day—with a
nationally advertised toothpaste.
2. The doctor examined him twice a year.
3. He slept with the window open.
4. He stuck to a diet with fresh vegetables.
5. He golfed—but never more than 48 holes at
a time.
6. He got at least eight hours of sleep each
night.
7. He never smoked or drank or lost his
temper.
8. He was all set to live to be a hundred.
The funeral was held last Wednesday. He is
survived by 18 specialists, 4 health institutes, 6
gymnasiums, and numerous manufacturers of
health foods and antiseptics.
He made one big mistake! “He forgot God.”
And he lived as if this world were all there was to
this life and now he is with those who say, “The
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are
not saved” (Jer. 8:20).
If you should die tonight, where would you
spend eternity? Think!
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ella
Hammac, Hairston Brantley. Tim Lamb
will be having more medical tests on
February 11. Autumn Johnson is scheduled
for surgery on her ankle on February 6.

PRAYERS REQUESTED
Dale Cunningham has requested
prayers on his behalf. Please keep Dale in
your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
February 11, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Louis Herrington
February 18, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Tim Lamb

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
February 8, 1998–Photographs will be
taken of the Bellview members to
update the directory board after the
morning and evening services.
February 8, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
February 15, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Foley. Study John chapters
4-5.
February 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’
meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

ADDRESS CHANGE
Scot Brazell’s new address is: 635
Summer Ridge Lane NW; Lawrenceville,
GA 30044. His phone number is 770-9236505.
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WHO SHALL BE
ABLE TO STAND
Monte L Evans
In the apocalyptic book Revelation written by
the apostle John, one will find great themes in
every chapter. One such theme of great
magnitude is located in chapter 6:17. The theme
of chapter 6 is “Who shall be able to stand?” The
apostle John asks an interesting question
regarding the day of Judgment which is, “When
Christ comes to judge the world, who will be able
to stand before Him worthy to receive a crown of
righteousness?” In the limited space available let
us focus on the question “Who shall be able to
stand in the day of Judgment?”
Those Who Will Not Be Able to Stand
Before we discuss those who will be able to
stand on the day of Judgment, let us notice those
who will not be able to stand on that great and
final day. Those who are a part of Muham-

madanism will not be able to stand on the day of
Judgment. It is true that those who practice
Muhammadanism believe in God, however one
must have more than a mere belief in God. In
order to stand on that great day, one must believe
in Christ (John 8:24). In 1 John 2:22, John depicts
the ultimate liar. According to John a liar is
anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ. John
also refers to the liar as an Anti-Christ. John
states further in verse 23 that whoever denies the
Son (Christ) does not have God. Therefore, those
who reject Christ as the only begotten Son of God
separate themselves from God. By separating
themselves from God, they will not be able to
stand before Christ on the day of Judgment to
receive a Crown of Righteousness.
Those who are a part of Catholicism,
Denominationalism, and Liberalism will not be
able to stand on the day of Judgment. It is true
that those who are a part of these groups believe
in God and also believe in the Son of God, yet
something is still amiss. The reason that those

who are a part of Catholicism, Denominationalism, and Liberalism will not be able to stand on
the day of Judgment is because they do not love
Christ! Jesus the Christ spoke these words in John
14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
Those who keep the commandments of Christ are
not associated with Catholicism, Denominationalism, and Liberalism. We learn in 2 John 9,
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father
and the Son.” One who refuses to abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. It does not
matter whether one refuses to accept Christ as the
only begotten Son of God, or if one refuses to
accept the doctrine of Christ, either attitude or
mind set makes one an enemy of God, an AntiChrist. When one holds contempt for Christ and
His Word, one denies Christ and will not be able
to stand on the day of Judgment (Mat.10:33).
Those Who Will Be Able to Stand
Those who will be able to stand on that great
day will be those who have loved God and His
only begotten Son. Those who will be able to
stand will be those who have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered to
them: Faith, Repentance, Confession, Baptism,
and faithfulness unto death. Those who will be
able to stand will be those who have fought the
good fight, finished the course, kept the faith, and
love the appearing of Christ (2 Tim. 4:7-8).
Those who will be able to stand will be those who
speak the things which become sound doctrine
(Tit. 2:1), those who contend earnestly for the
faith (Jude 3), those who continue to teach
(1 Tim. 4:16), and those who study to show
themselves approved of God (2 Tim. 2:15).
2141 Kingston; Muskogee, OK 74403

“IT IS BETTER TO OFFER A
HAND THAN POINT A
FINGER.”

WHAT ARE WE
TEACHING OUR
TEENS?
Kevin D. Beard
The June 1994 issue of the Christian
Chronicle contained a report of a survey done by
Abilene Christian University professors David
Lewis and Carly Dodd on “Youth and the
Church.” The article contained data which
reflected how various groups felt about some
aspects of the Lord’s church. A wide discrepancy
was shown between Junior and Senior High
groups and preachers and elders on some
subjects. For example, in response to the
statement, “It really doesn’t matter what
particular church someone belongs to as long as
he/she loves God,” 100 percent of preachers
surveyed disagreed and only 44 percent of High
School students disagreed. The data from this
research is frightening. What are we teaching our
teens?
One portion of the survey listed the things
teens found most “boring” about the church. The
answers, listed in order of priority of the
responses, were given: (1) Sermons, (2) Elders,
(3) Bible classes, (4) Worship services, (5) Rehearsed prayers, (6) Talking things to death,
(7) Old and outdated hymns, (8) Services too
solemn. Why is it that teens find the four most
“boring” things about the church to be sermons,
elders, Bible classes, and worship? Can the blame
be placed on the church leaders? It is possible
that some church leaders have not shown the kind
of leadership that is vitally important to the
growth of the local congregation. But could not
another cause be more at the root of the problem?
Could it be that teens have not been properly
taught, both in the home and in the church?
Some may wish to correct the problem by
addressing its symptoms. If teens find sermons
boring, then make them more entertaining. Or, as

seems to be the trend in some youth rallies, do
away with sermons altogether, substituting
dramatic performances for them. If hymns are too
old and outdated, thus boring to one segment of
the congregation, then change to a new and
innovative worship. But these changes do not
address the real problem. In fact, they only add to
the real problem. The real problem is lack of
spiritual teaching. Superficial changes only
entrench the spiritually bored in their spiritual
immaturity. Compromise and unauthorized
change will not solve the problem.
To be sure, preachers, elders, Bible class
teachers, and those who lead in worship all must
make sure that they are fulfilling their
responsibilities with determination, sincerity, and
preparation. How can a preacher expect his
audience not to be bored with his sermon if he
has done a shoddy job in preparing it? But when
sermons and classes are Bible-centered,
thoroughly prepared, and delivered to the best of
the preacher/ teacher’s ability, then those who
still find them boring must turn inward to find the
reason.
This is where teaching comes into play. Have
our teens been taught what it means to be a
Christian? Have they had parents who have
shown them, both in word and by example, what
it means to have Christ at the center of their
lives? Spiritual maturity in Christian young
people must begin at home. Parents under the old
law were commanded to teach their children
diligently (Deu. 6:4-9). Christian parents are
instructed to bring up their children “in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
Parents who desire to see their children grow to
be faithful Christians must exercise the same
leadership that the mother and grandmother of
Timothy exercised in teaching him. Paul told
Timothy, “And that from a child thou hast known
the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). If the same could
have been said of the teens surveyed in the study,

would the results have been the same?
But, what about the role of Bible classes?
What do young people learn in Bible class?
Another interesting (and disturbing) piece of
information revealed in the study was that the
youth ministers surveyed showed much closer
correlation with the teens than with the preachers
and elders. Is there a connection between the fact
that only 44 percent of high school students
disagreed with the statement: “It really doesn’t
matter what particular church someone belongs to
as long as he/she loves God,” and the fact that
only 35 percent of youth ministers surveyed
disagreed with it? Are those whom the church
hires to work with young people teaching those
young people to love Christ and His church? Are
they teaching them the Bible and helping to instill
within them respect for it as God’s authority? If
the figures given in the study are accurate, the
answer must be “No.”
So where does the answer lie? Should
churches strive to change their practices,
disregarding the authority of Scripture, in order to
suit the desires of the disgruntled? Certainly not.
Parents and teachers alike must work diligently to
teach young people to love and know the Scriptures. But this in itself is not enough. A generation of young people able to repeat hundreds
of Bible facts could be brought up. But if these
same young people were not able also to apply
these Bible principles and live lives that were
truly affected for good by God’s Word, then no
real solution would have been reached.
Why were such disturbing results obtained in
the study? Why are we losing our young people?
Perhaps it is because we have not taught them.
Newbern, TN

DEUTERONOMY 4:1
“Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the
statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach
you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in
and possess the land which the LORD God of
your fathers giveth you.”
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ella
Hammac, Hairston Brantley, Tim Lamb,
and Autumn Johnson.

READING/INVITATION
February 18, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Tim Lamb
February 25, 1998
Reading: Howard Johnson
Invitation: Tony Liddell

MARK THESE DATES
February 15, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Foley. Study John chapters
4-5.
February 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’
meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned soup

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

WHAT DIVIDES PEOPLE?
Feelings that may deceive—Pro. 14:12
Prejudices that may blind—Acts 28:27
Creeds that may confuse—Mark 7:7
Indifference that may stupefy—Acts 28:27
Watchmen who will not warn—Eze. 33:8
Husks that will not satisfy—Luke 15:16
Imaginations that will not yield—2 Cor.
10:5
Leaders who cannot see—Mat. 15:14
Author Unknown
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GIVE YOUR
PREACHER A RAISE
Allen Webster
Most gospel preachers work well over forty
hours a week. Often they work six days a week
for eight to ten hours a day. Many use vacation
time to preach in meetings or go on campaigns.
Not a few have given up lucrative careers to
preach in areas where they struggle to make it
financially. Why? For money? No, for raises.
Preachers work for raises in the number of
souls saved. This is the constant burden on the
heart of each evangelist. He loves to teach oneon-one and to preach the good news to large
crowds. He is constantly looking for another
person who is interested in becoming a New
Testament Christian.
He realizes the gospel is God’s power to save
men (Rom. 1:16) and that souls must learn

Christ’s commands before His death helps them
(Mat. 28:18-20). The messenger is aware of the
brevity of life (Jam. 2:14). He feels that he is
making a difference in his community just by
faithfully living and preaching the truth (Isa.
66:11). He knows that heaven will be more
populated because of the labors individual
Christians are making (Jam. 5:20). He often
reminds himself that “he that winneth souls is
wise” (Pro. 11:30).
The preacher tries not to get so caught up in
this world that he forgets the one to come.
Russian-born novelist Vladimir Nabokov achieved popular success with Lolito, Pale Fire, and
Ada. One summer in the 1940s, he stayed with
James Laughlin at Alta, Utah, where Nabokov
took the opportunity to enlarge his collection of
butterflies and moths. One evening he returned
from his day’s excursion saying that during hot
pursuit near Bear Gulch he heard someone
groaning piteously by the stream. “Did you

stop?” Laughlin asked. “No, I had to get the
butterfly.” The next day the corpse of an aged
prospector was discovered in what has been
renamed, in Nabokov’s honor, “Dead Man’s
Gulch.” How heartless! While people around the
preacher are dying, he tries not to chase
butterflies (Mat. 16:26). Preachers work—for a
raise.
Preachers work for raises in the personal
growth of Christians. Preachers know that
Christians can be like sharks. Sharks are one of
the most popular aquarium fish, and,
interestingly, a small, confined shark will stay a
size proportionate to the aquarium. Sharks can be
six inches long yet fully matured. But if you turn
them loose in the ocean, they grow to their
normal length of eight feet.
Some cute little “six-inch Christians” have
been swimming around in little puddles for years.
They need their thinking challenged and their
direction turned to the faith-building Book (Rom.
10:17). As the preacher thinks of Bible classes
and sermons he tries to design lessons to increase
knowledge, strengthen faith, and boost zeal. He
works hard to encourage members to study the
Bible daily, pray without ceasing, visit the sick,
help the hurting, and live a good life before
others. The preacher understands Paul’s rejoicing:
“We are bound to thank God always for you,
brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one
of you all toward each other aboundeth; So that
we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God
for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure” (2 The.
1:3-4). This is the reason preachers work—for a
raise.
PREACHERS WORK FOR RAISES IN
ATTENDANCE. Preachers know the value of
worship and try to help younger Christians realize
what meaningful worship does for the soul. Not
long ago, the world watched as two gray whales,

ice-bound off Point Barrow Alaska, floated
battered and bloody, gasping for breath at a hole
in the ice. Their only hope was to somehow be
transported five miles past the ice pack to open
sea. Rescuers began cutting a string of breathing
holes about twenty yards apart in the six-inchthick ice. For eight days they coaxed the whales
from one hole to the next, mile after mile.
Eventually, both Putu and Siku swam to freedom.
In a way, worship is a string of breathing
holes the Lord provides for His people (Psa. 42:12; cf., 1 Cor. 11:30). Battered and bruised in a
world frozen over with greed, selfishness, and
hatred, we rise for air in worship, a place to
breathe again, to be loved and encouraged, until
the day when the Lord forever shatters the ice
cap.
It is discouraging for preachers to prepare
sermons, song leaders to choose songs, elders to
make plans, Bible class teachers to get up lessons
and others to come to services and find that onethird of the membership chose to stay home
instead of meet with them in worship. Much more
importantly, how this must break God’s great
heart. He, in pure, self-giving and unfathomable
love, sent His only begotten Son to die for us.
Then, for us to choose to sleep late, watch
television, or visit relatives, as if God cares not if
He is worshipped, must seem really heartless.
Some ignore the solemn admonition: “Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching” (Heb. 10:25). The unknowingly (or
uncaringly) disobey Christ’s command: “seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you”
(Mat. 6:33). Others get weak and their love grows
cold (Rev. 2:4-5). They need encouragement. So
the preacher works on ways to help them see the
need to faithfully worship God. Yes, preachers
are seeking this raise, too.

Preachers work for raises in love. Every
gospel servant seeks to see Christians motivated
by love to serve God and their fellowman (Gal.
5:6) knowing that this is the badge of true
discipleship (John 13:34-35). They know that no
one will go to heaven who is not in love with the
Lord (John 14:15) and his brother (1 John 4:20).
For this reason preachers preach on love,
compassion, concern, and mercy. Yes, preachers
want this raise, too.
Why not give your preacher the kind of raise
he really wants.
PO Box 512; Jacksonville, AL 36265

“Knowledge without wisdom is as
dangerous as a car with neither steering
wheel nor brakes.”
Copied

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT
In the October 14-November 25, 1996, issues
of the Beacon a request for donations was made
for a kidney transplant fund for brother Don
Ruhl, the preacher at Klamath Falls Church of
Christ, Klamath Falls, Oregon. The following
letter was recently received from Don Ruhl:
Nile Street
Church of Christ
2521 Nile Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
2/4/98
Dear brethren, friends and family,
I am extremely grateful to all of you for
contributing to the transplant fund that has been
set up in my name by the church here. The fund
is approaching $13,000. I really have no idea how
much will be needed, but this is a good start.
The surgery to remove one of my mother’s
kidneys and to transplant it into me is scheduled
for March 24 th at Oregon Health Sciences
University (OHSU) in Portland, Oregon. That

will be a Tuesday, and by the following Sunday
my mother (her name is Sandy Hills) should be
released and she will have to stay in the Portland
area for another week to go back for checkups.
She lives in Covina, California, which is in
Southern California. I will be in the hospital a
couple of days longer, just because they need to
keep a close watch on me, making sure that my
body does not reject the new kidney. Once I get
out of the hospital I will have to remain in
Portland a few weeks. I live in Klamath Falls,
which is close to 300 miles away, and on the east
side of the Cascade mountains, whereas Portland
is on the west side.
Sometime after I get back and am able I will
write you again to inform you of how my recover
is going.
Again, I wish you could know how much I
appreciate the donation that you have made, and
may God richly bless you for your generosity.
Brotherly,
[Signed]
Don Ruhl

SHIRLEY MARIE
BAILEY PASSES
We at Bellview deeply mourn the death of
Shirley. She was 83 years old. Shirley came to
Bellview and placed membership many years
ago after completing her U.S. Navy career as a
nurse. Later she brought her mother here and
diligently cared for her until her death.
Shirley was a faithful member here and a
great worker, doing paper work and other
volunteer jobs in the Bellview Preacher
Training School.
She was never married having lost the love
of her life in World War II. The last few years
she has lived with relatives in Woodland,
Alabama.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ruth
Branson, Ella Hammac, Hairston Brantley,
Tim Lamb, Autumn Johnson, and Sharon
Caine. Harold Maxey is scheduled for
medical tests on February 18.

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Harold Maxey and his family in the death
of his brother-in-law, Dale Gordon Mustain
on February 14, 1998. Please keep Harold
and his family in your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
February 25, 1998
Reading: Howard Johnson
Invitation: Tony Liddell
March 3, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Jerry Lindesmith

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
March 8, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
March 15, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Fairhope. Study John
chapters 6-7.
March 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned soup
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TROUBLE
Al Brown
Almost from the dawn of time, as part of the
curse because of his sin, man has known trouble,
heartache, and pain. He may have no one but
himself to blame but that does not make it any
easier to endure those negative things that life in
the flesh brings. To make it worse, life sometimes
seems so partial, even unfair, for some. They
seem to be covered up with affliction while others
are relatively unscathed. This anomaly not only
affects worldly people; it is also true for
Christians.
How does the child of God deal with this?
Doesn’t being a Christian involve special care
and treatment by God? If Christians must suffer
just as people of the world do, what is the
advantage of being righteous and refraining from
indulging fleshly lusts? We may as well live it
up—except that this will not shield us from

trouble, nor will it give us the strength to endure
it or rise above it.
Many Scriptures deal with this reality, but the
theme and teaching of the book of Job reveals a
large part of the answer. The first two chapters
show at least one reason why the faithful suffer
and who is causing it—and it is not God. He does
allow it, but Satan is man’s adversary. He tempts
man through fleshly desires and is behind the
adverse things man has to endure.
The concern of the book is not, as many think,
Job’s patience, but his faith. Satan charged that a
man would be faithful only as long as the Lord
showered him with blessings. Take the blessings
away—health, family, possessions—and Job
would renounce God. The Lord allowed Satan to
strip Job of his possessions (1:12-19) and then his
health (2:5-8). Job did not know why he was
suffering, but he kept faith with Jehovah. Most
might abandon their faith under such duress, but
some will still trust the Lord when they cannot
see. This is what we are expected to do.

God certainly covers us with blessings, but
even if they are removed, he expects us to
continue to trust him to work all things together
for our spiritual good (Rom. 8:28). Therefore, we
will not fret and worry about what might happen
in the future; we know everything will be all right
(2 Cor. 4:16-17).
My life may not be as smooth as someone
else’s. I may know nothing but suffering and
trouble all my life, but I still know all the bad
things that can happen in this life are not worthy
to be compared to the glory waiting for me if I
am faithful (Rom. 8:18). Hence, I will use
whatever comes—blessings or trouble—to glorify
my heavenly Father (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
Deseased

are feverishly working to get the bulletin
prepared and mailed. Then, just as you are about
to “call it a day” the phone rings again and for ten
minutes you listen to someone complain about
some matter over which you have no control.
All of the criticism notwithstanding, those
who serve in these capacities are motivated to
keep going because of the many sweet and
considerate people who stop to say, “I
appreciate what you are doing.”
217 East Jefferson; Pulaski, TN 38478

TRY ON THESE
MOCCASINS

Some would be shocked and indignant if it
were suggested that they were not living like
Christ! Yet, their lives do not seem to include His
principles. The term Christian means to be Christlike. His teaching is our rule of conduct. Check
the following to see some areas in which we may
need to improve.
1. Do we do unto others as we have them to
do unto us? (Mat. 7:12). Is this our constant
practice?
2. Do we rebuke our brother who has sinned
against us with the hope that he will repent, or tell
everybody but him? (Luke 17:3).
3. Are we busy-bodies in other men’s affairs?
(1 Pet. 4:15).
4. Lately, have we been praying for those who
revile us, persecute and say all manner of evil
against us falsely? (Mat. 5:11-12).
5. Do we do good unto all men, and especially
those of the household of faith? (Gal. 6:10).
6. Have we forgotten to pray without ceasing?
(1 The. 5:17).
7. Do we obey them that have the rule over
us? (Heb. 13:7, 17).
8. Do we serve the Lord heartily with all our
might? (Col. 3:23-25).

Paul Sain
There is an old Indian proverb that says
“Don’t criticize the way a brave limps until you
walk in his moccasins.” That philosophy presents
a great principle for God’s children.
Before You Criticize The Elders, Put
Yourself In Their Shoes. How would it feel to
have the duty of looking after the spiritual
welfare of everyone in the congregation? How
would it feel to make decisions that you know
some will not appreciate?
Before You Criticize The Preacher, Put
Yourself In His Shoes. How would it feel to
spend a whole week studying, writing, visiting
the sick, encouraging the spiritually weak,
advising the troubled...etc., and then preach your
heart out on Sunday, only to have someone walk
up and say, “I nearly froze to death in that cold
auditorium.”
Before You Criticize The Secretary, Put
Yourself In Her Shoes. How would it feel to
receive twenty phone calls in one day while you

ARE YOU REALLY
LIVING LIKE CHRIST?
Gary Colley

9. Do we love the Lord our God with all our
soul, heart, and mind? (Luke 10:27).
10. Do we visit the sick and help the needy?
(Mat. 25:31-46).
11. Do we keep our appointments with the
Lord for worship over our appointments with
men? (Mat. 6:33; Heb. 10:25).

12. Are we willing to suffer with Christ in His
cause? Are we ashamed when we do? (Rom.
8:17; 1 Pet. 4:16).
The question: “Are you a Christian?” does not
always direct itself to those outside the church.
Let us adorn the gospel by lives that are truly
faithful to the Lord.
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, TX 78748

NEW BIBLE CLASSES BEGINNING
Bible classes for all age groups (youth and adults) will begin March 1, for the Sunday morning
classes and March 4, for the Wednesday evening classes. Plan on attending the Bible classes and take
advantage of the excellent teaching from the Word of God.
Sunday Schedule
Adults I
New Testament Survey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Loy
Adults II
The Eternal Kingdom IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Brantley
Adults III
James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Hatcher
New Converts Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living . . . . Bill Gallaher
Adults I
Adults II
Adults III
New Converts

Wednesday Schedule
Let’s Go Visiting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray Foshee
Let’s Go Visiting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Hatcher
Let’s Go Visiting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fred Stancliff
Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living . . . . Bill Gallaher

BIBLE CLASSES ARE
IMPORTANT
Bible classes are at the heart and soul of the
development of the church. I believe that
congregations will grow or falter as a result of the
Bible classes. Several years ago brother Leroy
Brownlow told me that he felt that a strong
church was built around a strong Bible class
program. The following are a few suggestions for
improving the Bible class program.
1. As a teacher—BE ON TIME! The younger
ones especially need a teacher waiting on them
and not them waiting on the teacher. You are
their example.

2. As a teacher—KNOW YOUR MATERIAL. Nothing discourages attendance more than
a teacher that is not prepared. This requires time
spent in the BOOK!
3. As a student—PREPARE FOR THE
LESSON! The Bible class is not for the teacher
only, it is for the students learning. Not preparing
demonstrates disdain for a knowledge of His
Word (2 Tim. 2:15).
4. As a parent—HELP THE CHILD WITH
Bible study. Encourage them by speaking well of
the teacher and the curriculum. Negative words at
home hinder the Bible class.
LET US ALL BE ACTIVE IN BUILDING
THE BIBLE CLASSES.
Copied
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ruth
Branson, Ella Hammac, Autumn Johnson,
and Tim Lamb.

READING/INVITATION
March 4, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Jerry Lindesmith
March 11, 1998
Reading: Harold Maxey
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
February 28, 1998–A work party at 8:00
A.M. Work is scheduled for inside and
outside. All volunteers are welcomed.
March 3, 1998–Photographs will be taken
after the morning and evening services
of those members who have not had
theirs taken yet. We are updating the
picture directory board. See Louis
Herrington if you have any questions.
March 15, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
March 22, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
March 22, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Fairhope. Study John
chapters 6-7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned soup
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MY TONGUE IS THE
PEN OF A READY
WRITER
Howell Bigham
The Psalmist stated in Psalm 45:1: “My heart
is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things
which I have made touching the king: my tongue
is the pen of a ready writer.” Perusing this
wonderful chapter, we learn that the writer is
pouring forth praise to the king. He exclaims “my
tongue is the pen of a ready writer.” He is able
and ready to express words of praise to the king.
Many parallels are made to the King of Kings and
Lord of lords in this messianic chapter of the
Bible. I wish to observe and emphasize the title of
this article from the vantage point that the tongue
of a Christian must be as the pen of a ready writer
in teaching the gospel. Using the above caption,

let us look at a New Testament passage that
dictates that our tongues be ready and able to
teach the unsearchable riches of Christ. That
passage is 1 Peter 3:15-16 which reads: “But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear: Having a good
conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you,
as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely
accuse your good conversation in Christ.”
Observe a few points regarding this passage.
1. We learn that we must be sanctified.
Peter said, “But sanctify” (v. 15). Sanctify simply
means to set apart and give proper respect to the
Lord. We will never be able to have tongues as
the pen of a ready writer until we are first
sanctified or set apart for the work of God. How
does this come about? John 17:17 teaches
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth.” Therefore, when one obeys the gospel he

is set apart for the work of God. He ought to put
his hand diligently to the work of teaching the
gospel to the lost (Mark 16:15).
2. We learn that we must study. Peter also
stated, “be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you” (v. 15). How can this be accomplished? It is through habitual study of the Holy
Bible! Read such passages as 2 Timothy 2:15,
Acts 17:11 and Psalm 1:1-2 and be impressed
with the truth that God’s children must open the
book and meditate upon its precepts! Like the
writer who before sitting down to pen a realistic
literary piece must gather data, facts, and information, so must the Christian study and prepare
himself so that he can be ready to give an answer
for his hope!
3. We learn that we must set our attitudes
by the standard. Please notice that Peter said
that we are to answer regarding our hope “with
meekness and fear” (v. 15). Therefore, the proper
attitude is under consideration. A writer’s attitude
is so important in the formation of a literary
piece. If the writer does not have a good attitude
then that may have a negative influence on his
work. Likewise, the Christian’s attitude has a
direct bearing on the way he will address a
question from an alien sinner regarding the hope
of a child of God. If we answer with strength
under control and with reverential awe before our
Father, the cause of Christ will be enhanced and
furthered.
4. We learn that we must have a strong
conscience. Peter adds in verse 16, “Having a
good conscience.” This will help us in answering
questions regarding our hope. If we are convinced
that the Bible is right, no amount of ridicule and
persecution will cause us from giving a reasonable, logical answer concerning the
Christian’s hope.
Conclusion. We are commanded to preach the
gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15). In order to
fulfill the great commission, it is imperative that

members of the church of Christ prepare their
tongues to be the pen of a ready writer! Is your
tongue like the pen of a ready writer?
6677 CR 236; Town Creek, AL 34572

“Truth is universal—that is the reason a
person sometimes thinks the speaker is
aiming everything he says at him.”
Author Unknown

AMENABILITY
Monte L. Evans
Amenability is a doctrine that some in our
brotherhood despise, ignore, and refuse to teach
properly. The word amenable is defined as:
“ready or willing to answer, act, agree, or yield;
submissive; liable to be called to account; legally
responsible.” My friends, all people of the world
are amenable to the law of Jesus the Christ. When
man was created and placed in the Garden of
Eden, man was amenable to the law of God and
remains so unto this day. Because man is a free
moral agent (capable of making his own
decisions) man decided not to obey the
commands of God. The attitude of disobedience
displayed by man by no means excludes him
from being amenable to the law of God. Yet,
there are some gospel preachers who teach that
only Christians are amenable to the doctrine of
Christ. When one teaches this doctrine, one is
without biblical evidence to support such
teaching. When one espouses this doctrine one
makes a mockery of the Great Commission of our
Savior.
THE COMMISSION OF CHRIST
Our Savior makes it clear that the mission of
the church is to proclaim the gospel to the entire
world. Notice Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.” Notice also Mark 16:15-16, “And he said
unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” Jesus said to go
to all nations and teach them. Why? Because, all
nations are amenable to the gospel of Christ. If
the world is not amenable to the gospel of Christ,
why is this commission given? If Christians are
the only ones who are amenable to the gospel of
Christ, then Christians should only preach to
Christians. Why spend money and waste time in
foreign mission fields preaching to nonChristians if they are not amenable to the gospel.
If no one except Christians are amenable to the
gospel, why did those who were scattered
(Christians) in Acts 8:4 go everywhere preaching
the Word that saves. Did Philip misunderstand
the words of Christ when he went to the city of
Samaria (a non-Christian city) to preach Christ?
It is ridiculous to affirm that only Christians are
amenable to the gospel.
THE WORDS OF CHRIST
In John 12:48 Jesus states, “He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the last day.” We learn
from the words of our Savior that His words will
be our judge in that final day. Notice that Jesus
did not exclude anyone from His statement. The
word He carries with it the meaning of all who
reject Jesus and do not receive His words will be
judged by the same standard, Christ’s Word. The
word all includes Christians and non-Christians
alike. According to the inspired Word of God, all
men and women will be judged by the words of
Christ.
There are several questions that must be
answered by those who teach a different doctrine
regarding amenability. One question is: if only
Christians are amenable to the gospel (Christ’s

Word) what will be the standard of judgment for
non-Christians? Another question is: will nonChristians be judged? The New Testament teaches that all will be judged (Mat. 25:31-46; Rev.
20:12-15) and all will be judged by an objective
standard—the Word of Christ. Another question
is: if non-Christians are not amenable to the
gospel what motivation is there in becoming a
member of the Lord’s church? If the Judgment
comes only to Christians why should a person
want to become a Christian?
When preachers, elders, and teachers pervert
the Word of God by teaching a false view
regarding the amenability of the Law of Christ,
they jeopardize their souls and the souls of all
who give heed to this false doctrine.
TRY THE SPIRITS
If a teacher or preacher believes and teaches
that only Christians are amenable to the Law of
Christ, it is very likely that the teacher or preacher teaches a false doctrine regarding marriage,
divorce, and remarriage. The doctrine of
amenability is a very important doctrine and must
be taught correctly. It is important as members of
the Lord’s church that we recognize what is being
taught in Bible class and from the pulpit. It is our
own responsibility to detect or recognize false
doctrine when it is taught and oppose it. The
apostle John declares in 1 John 4:1, “Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world.”
It is not wrong to ask preachers, teachers, or
elders doctrinal questions. What is wrong is to
recognize a doctrine that is contrary to what the
Bible teaches and not ask why it is being taught
and to continue worshipping with those who
promote false doctrine. When one follows or
accepts a false doctrine, one cannot worship in
spirit and in truth (John 4:24). Therefore, make
sure the congregation where you attend teaches
the truth regarding the doctrine of amenability.
2141 Kingston; Muskogee, OK 74403
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ruth
Branson, Ella Hammac, Autumn Johnson,
and Tim Lamb.

RESTORED
Martha Wilcoxson and Larry McDaniels
were restored on March 1. Please keep them
in your prayers and help in any way
possible.

READING/INVITATION
March 11, 1998
Reading: Harold Maxey
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
March 18, 1998
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
March 8, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
March 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
March 22, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Fairhope. Study John
chapters 6-7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

PSALM 31:1
“In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let
me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy
righteousness.”
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A GREAT
INCONSISTENCY
Jesse Whitlock
A while back I was in attendance at a gospel
meeting. The preacher started out by informing us
that his text would be taken from the New
International Version (NIV) of the Bible. Later in
his message, he attempted to take to task a
cardinal point of Calvinism. He made some good
arguments against the error, but it was totally
inconsistent with his choice of versions. The
thought struck me with a new force that any
preacher/teacher who used the NIV as his main
text ought not ever to speak out against any facet
of the doctrine of John Calvin. The NIV teaches
within its text every error of Calvinism. We see
this using the “TULIP” (an acrostic word
showing the major tenets of Calvin):
“T” for total depravity, i.e., inherited sin,
sinful nature, original sin or Adamic sin/nature.

The preacher and/or teaching using the NIV had
better not speak of this error unless he is ready to
meet Psalm 51:5, which reads in the NIV thus,
“Surely I have been a sinner from birth, sinful
from the time my mother conceived me.” This is
an unfaithful translation, but that is the NIV.
Also, you need to know that the Greek word sarx,
which is faithfully translated “flesh” in reliable
translations, has been perverted in the NIV to
read “sinful nature.” Do not take my word for it,
take the NIV and read for yourself: Romans 7:5,
18, 25; 8:2-3, 5, 8-9, 12-13; 13:14; 1 Corinthians
5:5; Galatians 5:13, 16, 19, 24; Ephesians 2:3;
Colossians 2:11, 13; 2 Peter 2:18.
“U” stands for unconditional election
(salvation); sometimes referred to as predestination. You had better not speak of this false
teaching while using the NIV. You may be asked
to consider Romans 9:16 in said perversion, “It
does not, therefore, depend on man’s desires or
effort, but on God’s mercy.” Again, if you look at
2 Corinthians 2:2 and 5:5 in the NIV, you will

find this phrase, “guaranteeing what is to come.”
The context deals with seal of the Holy Spirit.
The NIV changes past tense and then inserts
“what is to come,” which words are not found in
the Greek text! That is dishonest and reinforces
the error of Calvinism.
“L” stands for limited atonement; i.e., only a
certain limited number will be saved. 1 Peter 2:8
reads in the NIV: “and a stone that caused men to
stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” I
emphatically deny that Christ forces any man to
fall in order that the limited number will be
saved. Yet, I could not teach or preach that while
using the NIV. The translators of this perversion
should note their contradiction when they pointed
out Jesus tasted death for ALL MEN—Hebrews
2:9; 5:8-9 (even in the NIV)! In 2 Peter 3:9 even
the NIV is forced to admit God does not want any
to perish, “but everyone to come to repentance.”
Shades of contradiction that is as absurd as the
Book of Mormon!
“I” means irresistible grace; hence, the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit. Acts 16:14 in the
NIV states, “The Lord opened her heart to
respond to Paul’s message.” It has Lydia’s heart
opened before she heard the Word. First
Corinthians 2:14 in the NIV is changed, “The
man without the Spirit does not accept the things
that come from the Spirit of God for they are
foolishness to him and HE CANNOT UNDERSTAND THEM...” (emph. mine, JLW). If this
were true, there would be no need ever to
encourage a sinner to read the Bible, to hear
gospel preaching, to study any Bible topic, for the
Word of God does come “from the Spirit of
God,” but per the NIV, the sinner CANNOT
UNDERSTAND SUCH ANYWAY! Without the
so-called irresistible grace, you are doomed. This
doctrine makes God to become a respecter of
persons—but you dare not point out such error
while holding up your NIV!
“P” is for perseverance of the saints, i.e., once
saved always saved, once in grace always in

grace, impossibility of apostasy. The NIV has
perverted 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 by removing the
language, “EXCEPT YE BE REPROBATES,”
They watered it down to “you fail the test” and
“we have not failed the test.” They have omitted
the Greek word for “reprobate” entirely. Why?
Lest anybody conclude that it is possible for one
to fall from grace.
Calvinism is taught time and again in the
pages of the NIV. If you would ever speak the
truth against Calvinism, make sure that you are
not using the NIV. But, if you are using the NIV,
it may be you do not speak against Calvinism!
809 East Pershing Dr.; Ardmore, OK 73401

SEAWORTHY ARK
Trevor Major
For many years, creationists have affirmed the
stability of Noah’s ark by comparing its dimensions to modern vessels. Now S. W. Hong and
colleagues at the Korea Research Institute of
Ships and Ocean Engineering have applied
sophisticated testing techniques to evaluate the
safety of the ark (Creation Ex Nihilo Technical
Journal, 1994, 8:26-36).
On the assumption that the ark was a drifting,
barge-like ship, the scientist constructed computer and 1/50 scale models. They analyzed
overall safety by studying the ark’s structural
integrity, overturning stability, and seakeeping
quality (i.e., how well a ship resists flooding in
high seas). Also, they juggled the dimensions to
see whether the arks 30:5:3 (length, breadth,
height) ratio conferred the greatest overall safety
for this type of craft.
The researchers found that the ark’s structure
could easily withstand stresses imposed by waves
36 feet high, and was thirteen times more stable
in such conditions than the standard for
overturning required by the American Bureau of
Shipping. Also, the ark could encounter waves at
least 98 feet high without flooding. Finally, the

ark did better than most over designs with the
same displacement, by different dimensions.
Shorter vessels with wider beams had greater
structural safety and overturning stability, but had
less seakeeping safety. Deeper vessels with
narrower beams had better structural and seakeeping safety, but less stability. Overall, the
ark’s design would have ensured the safety of its
occupants in seas that would frighten most
seasoned mariners.
Copied

WORSHIP—
CELEBRATION OR
REVERENCE?
Jack Simons
There is a trend today admonishing us to
“CELEBRATE” our worship to God. It advocates
creating an atmosphere or climate in worship
conducive to the “celebration motif” described as:
“joyful, exciting, uplifting, inspiring enthusiastic,
and filled with expectation.” This “contemporary” style of worship is proposed in difference
to the so-called “traditional” worship which adheres more to reverence and formality (Heb.
12:28; 1 Cor. 14:40).
Traditional worship is castigated as retardant
to church growth, resistive to needed cultural
change, and peculiar to older out-dated members
who are uncomfortable with any change. Its
proponents allege that only contemporary celebrative worship creates a climate for numerical
growth.
To better understand what celebrative worship
promotes, we look at what it incorporates. Its
basic thrust is toward creating a so-called
“dynamic assembly!” The elements that do this
are:
1. Make worship more joyous and uplifting—appealing to man rather than God.
2. Allow more freedom to express joy—hand

clapping, raising and waving arms, shouting
“Hallelujah,” etc.
3. Have more emotion and spontaneity in
worship—less formality and more tears, laughs,
exclamation, etc.
4. Show more friendliness—hugging, kissing,
etc.
5. Provide variety in worship through special
singing groups, solos, contemporary songs,
drama skits, etc.
To incorporate celebrative worship its proponents advocate open or participatory leadership
by polling church membership (especially those
ages 20-39) to find out what motif of worship
best satisfies them, restructuring it to suit their
fancies. They castigate “the old leadership style
of making closed board-room-style decisions”
warning them that “well informed highly educated members” (again ages 20-39), will no
longer tolerate such. This shows little regard for
elders overseeing the church as God intended
(Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2), throwing its oversight
open to democratic rule. Such an attitude rejects
the KING (Rev. 19:16) and KINGDOM (Col.
1:13) creating a democracy subject to the whims
of its voters (Col. 3:17)!
Celebration OR reverence in worship is the
challenge and though its advocates say both are
acceptable, they put down the traditional and
promote the contemporary while demeaning
those who would similarly oppose them. Celebrative worship is rooted in denominationalism—
Just identify the “scholars?” quoted to justify it!
It embraces observance of religious holidays,
molding religion after philosophies of men,
restructuring it to placate their whims, and
evolving it with every cultural change. It has little
regard for “Thus saith the Lord” or what pleases
God and is not governed by biblical precepts, but
rather by what most pleases men. Matthew 15:89; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Colossians 2:16-23;
2 Timothy 4:1-5, etc., expose it errors!
Via Curry Street Bulletin
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ruth
Branson, Ella Hammac, and Tim Lamb.
Jerry Lindesmith is in West Florida
Hospital CCU after suffering a heart attack.
He will be undergoing tests this week.

RESTORED
Dale Cunningham was restored on
March 8. Please keep him in your prayers
and help in any way possible.

READING/INVITATION
March 18, 1998
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born
March 25, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
March 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
March 22, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Fairhope. Study John
chapters 6-7.
April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

PSALM 25:1
“Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my
soul.”
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I WANT A CHURCH
THAT MEETS MY
NEEDS
William Woodson
The statement made in the title is not only the
desire of many in the religious world, but is
becoming the philosophy of many Christians,
because many of us are seeking a religion that
“meets our needs.” The phrase itself has virtually
become a new religious term. Many persons
praise or blame a particular congregation because
it is or is not “meeting my needs.”
Let me hasten to say that if the phrase means
that we need to satisfy spiritual hunger, then it is
a good expression. For surely everyone ought to
be in a Christian community where his/her
deepest spiritual longings are being addressed.
The voice of God needs to be heard through
spiritual teaching, and we need opportunities to

serve, love, and be called to repentance.
But being a part of the church to some means
reaching for goals of “self-actualization.” So, if
the church doesn’t fulfill certain expectations,
wants, and preferences, then they must move on
to another emotional department store with
different merchandise more appealing to their
“tastes.”
Sadly, and probably without realizing it, many
congregations have gotten into thinking that “we
have to do all these things and plan all the
activities to meet people’s needs so they won’t
leave.” Consequently, well-meaning leaders have
turned God’s church into a merchandising
institution. So we promote this program and that
program for this group and that group.
But, in my judgment, the system has become
turned upside down from the way God intended
it to be. Whatever happened to the attitude in a
Christian’s heart of “I’d like to be a part of this
congregation because of what I can do to meet its
needs?” When are we most fulfilled? When our

needs are met? Or when we meet the needs of
God’s church on this earth? We ought to be a part
of a congregation not so that our needs can be
met, but rather so that we may best meet the
needs of God’s work.
Christians need to recall the truth of the Scriptures that personal fulfillment is a great spiritual
paradox. We are most filled when we empty
ourselves and be filled serving others. Jesus
taught us, “whosoever will be chief among you,
let him be your servant...Even as the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister”
(Mat. 20:26-28). Paul said of his own heart
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me (Gal. 2:20).

And again, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1).
“Reasonable service” is not being served (having
your needs met), but serving (meeting the needs
of others). We need to relearn the axiom, “It is
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts
20:35).
Let’s not demand that God’s church be a place
where people (leadership or membership) cater to
our desires and preferences. Let’s turn it rightside up again and be a part of a congregation, not
for what it can do for us, but for what we can do
for it!
Copied

A NATION IN
DECLINE
Al Brown
It would be difficult to find an age when
people were more aimless and lacking in purpose
than they are today. Could we pinpoint a time
when men were more alienated from one another,
or when the gods of greed, mammon, and self-

ishness held greater sway? Politicians and media
personalities occasionally get concerned and ask,
“What has happened to us?” But no one seems to
know, or if they do, they will not admit it.
Solutions are offered, but the basic problem, as
well as the one effective remedy, is carefully
ignored.
A call is occasionally made for personal
sacrifice for the well-being of the nation. Do you
honestly think this will happen? It is similar to
asking a cow to give a strawberry milkshake. She
just doesn’t have it in her. Our people do not have
it in them either—at least not until they can face
the truth. They must be willing to admit what is
really wrong and have a sincere desire to change
things in the only way that will make a
difference.
THE PROBLEM
The basic problem is man’s alienation from
God. He is isolated from other men because he is
estranged from God. The greater his separation
from God, the deeper the rift gets between men.
The heathen world was fragmented by
selfishness, and the fruit of that selfishness was
their gross immorality.
The real source of their discord was their
refusal to have God in their knowledge. Paul said
they
became vain in their reasonings, and their
senseless heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools... Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of their
hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies
should be dishonored among themselves: for
that they exchanged the truth of God for a
lie...And even as they refused to have God in
their knowledge, God gave them up unto a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are
not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters,
hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
without understanding, covenant-breakers,

without natural affection, unmerciful (Rom.
1:21-31).

THE UGLY TRUTH
This also describes present-day America. She
has banished God from her consciousness.
Professing to be wise, fools have expelled the
Creator from the nation’s classrooms, legislative
bodies, and halls of justice. The nation’s homes
lie in ruins. Her churches have degenerated into
social welfare agencies. Her doctors turned from
healing bodies to murdering babies.
Now, a horde of dope-heads, sodomites, deadbeats, and other assorted social misfits feed on
the land like a plague of maggots demanding
support from the public coffers. Prisons overflow.
Justice is a joke. Murder by the millions—
euphemized as abortion—is practiced on a scale
that makes Adolf Hitler and his crowd seem like
boy scouts. Lawmakers represent—not the people
who put them in office—but the highest bidder.
WORLDLY WISDOM’S FAILURE
What caused all this? Simply stated, we
listened to the voice of worldly wisdom (liberalism, socialism, humanism, atheism), and this
depraved assortment of ravenous wolves
destroyed the moral fiber of our people.
Men can live by God’s standard of righteousness and reap the benefits, or they can
ignore that standard and destroy themselves.
Most Americans have chosen the latter. God tells
us: “Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a
reproach to any people” (Pro. 14:34). Again, “the
way of the transgressor is hard” (Pro. 13:15), and
we are learning just how hard.
Patchwork efforts will doubtless be made to
correct some of our most undesirable and shameful problems, but they are doomed for four
reasons. (1) Most will not abandon worldly
wisdom or the selfishness that lies at the root of
immorality. (2) Appealing to worldly, selfish
people to practice altruism is wishful thinking. (3)
Few will acknowledge Christ as Lord or His
wisdom as their guide. (4) Most people will
refuse to repent of their rebellion against God.

ALL IS NOT LOST—YET
The government subsidizes fornication by
supporting unwed mothers, but the only real
solution is for these women (and their partners) to
stop fornicating. We can quadruple the size of our
prison systems, but people filled with envy,
selfishness, and hate will not stop preying on
others.
The restoration of sanity and morality to our
land will occur only when God is restored to His
rightful place in society. We will enjoy peace and
tranquility only when men repent of their sin and
rebellion against God and live in submission to
His will.
A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
This is not likely to happen in wholesale lots,
but it can be accomplished one at a time. There is
a remnant—God’s faithful—who could have a
powerful impact on the country if they would but
lose themselves in a cause greater than
themselves (the cause of Christ).
The deteriorating moral and spiritual
condition of our people has caused even the
liberal, humanist-controlled media to express
alarm. Opportunities have seldom been greater to
preach the pure, simple gospel of Christ to a
weary, aimless nation. We will still have to contest every inch of ground with false ideologies
and teachers, but what will happen to us if we are
content to do nothing while those worldly souls
quite literally go to hell? How long will these
doors remain open?
THE CALL TO BATTLE
This is a time for stout-hearted, faithful Christians to fearlessly call rebellious people to
repentance, as the prophets of old did. As the
army of God, we must rise up and assault the
citadels of Satan (2 Cor. 10:3-5). We must be
willing to spend and be spent in the service of our
Lord and for the salvation of men. If we
refuse—or fail, are we any less culpable than
they?
Deceased
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ruth
Branson, Ella Hammac, and Tim Lamb.
Jerry Lindesmith is in West Florida
Hospital room 435.

RESTORED
Diana McDaniels was restored on
March 15. Please keep her in your prayers
and help in any way possible.

READING/INVITATION
March 25, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Paul Brantley
April 1, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Jeremy Caine

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

March 22, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at
2:00 P.M., at Fairhope. Study John
chapters 6-7.
April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

NEW ADDRESS
Greg and Pam Lewis’ address is 627
North 6th Street; DeKalb, IL 70115. The
phone number is 815-756-2542 (home),
815-756-6103 (work). Greg is now working
with the congregation in DeKalb.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
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10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
5:00 P.M. LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:
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Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

GRANDPA’S
MEASURING STICK
An old story is told of a small dry good store
located in a small rural town. The store was as
old as the town and was managed by the
grandson of the business’s first owner.
One day a government man from the state’s
weights and measures department came to inspect
the store. He found that the yardstick being used
to sell fabric was one inch too short.
“That’s impossible” said the owner. “That
yardstick was put here by my grandfather and
was used by my dad. They never would’ve
cheated anyone. They were honest, Christian
men.”
The inspector paused for a second and then
said: “Sir, I’m sure that your father and
grandfather were completely honest. In fact, they
were so honest what do you think they would

have done if they had discovered the yardstick
was too short?” Without hesitation, the owner
said: “They would’ve made it right without
delay...and that’s exactly what I’m going to do.”
Too often, people will not accept plain Bible
teaching concerning salvation or church
government because that’s not what their parents
or grandparents believed. I submit that if those
ancestors had found the truth of the Bible with
open hearts, they would have changed their
beliefs. Will we do less than what they would
have done? Which do you think would have
made them happiest, knowing that their children
have blindly followed some tradition or that they
fully accepted God’s teaching.
The Bible teaches that through faith we must
obey the gospel plan of salvation (2 The. 1:8).
The gospel plan includes repenting of sins (Acts
17:30-31), confessing Christ as the Son of God
(Rom. 10:9), and being immersed in water for
the purpose of having your sins forgiven resulting

in a clear conscience (Rom. 6:1-6; Acts 2:38;
22:16; Gal. 3:27; 1 Pet. 3:21).
Your obedience to the plan of salvation does
not in any way condemn the family members who
have passed on before you. God is their
judge...not you (Rom. 14:10).
Follow Jesus, the author of salvation who
gives us an example of obedience so we might be
saved through our obedience (Heb. 5:8-9).
Author Unknown

GOOD VERSUS
THE BEST
Charles Wright
Paul said, “All things are lawful unto me, but
all things are not expedient” (1 Cor. 6:12). Something may be good but it may not be the best.
This is especially true with our time and energy.
There are many things good or they are not
wrong within themselves, but there could be
some others that are better. How a person spends
time is important. All of us remember the
passage, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness” (Mat. 6:33).
What should be our priorities? It depends.
What are our goals? Define your goals and your
priorities will be easier to determine. As a
congregation if we have the goal of saving souls
then we would have the following priorities:
(1) Inviting those who are not Christians to
come to our services.
(2) Getting acquainted with non-Christians
so that we may influence them.
(3) Finding ways to do good things for those
who are not Christians so that we may influence them.
(4) Praying every day for a list of people
whom we are trying to influence.
(5) Attending training sessions, reading

books or striving to learn from others more effective ways to influence others for Christ.
“Let him know, that he which converteth the
sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins”
(Jam. 5:20).
921 W. Vine Street; Kissimmee, FL 34741

WAS HE A
CHRISTIAN?
Once upon a time there was a man who called
himself a Christian, but he was indeed an unusual
“Christian.”
On Monday, while at work, something went
wrong. He forgot about God and cursed and
swore.
On Tuesday, while making a business
transaction, he misrepresented an article and took
an unfair advantage of the other fellow.
On Wednesday he heard something evil
about a brother and repeated it, making it sound
even worse than he had heard.
On Thursday he went to a friend’s house for
a little gambling. Naturally, there were a few
social drinks and he lost a couple of dollars. “A
very cheap night’s entertainment,” he said.
On Friday he became angry at everyone with
whom he worked. They all wanted something
different than what he wanted. They were all
wrong and he told them so in no uncertain terms.
On Saturday his grocer made a mistake and
did not charge him for a pound of butter. He did
not correct the mistake. After all, it was the
grocer’s fault.
On Sunday he went to worship. He didn’t
join in the singing. His mind wandered during the
prayers. He slept through the sermon, and was
very relieved when the service was over. It was
surprising to all that he could find so many things

wrong with the service and those who conducted
it, when he had seemed to pay such little attention
to what was going on. That evening he stayed
home and watched TV, or went to the movies.
How do you think he rated with God as a
Christian?
Via “The McLoud Messenger,” McLoud, OK

SAINTS IN
WRONG PLACES
Bill Brandstatter
There are many Christians that work hard at
avoiding many of the temptations of life. These
Christians would not be found in bars or
nightclubs. They wouldn’t be seen in skimpy
clothes, either. Paul indicates that he had to “keep
under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest
that by any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor.
9:27). Many battle temptations on a daily basis. If
you are a Christian, and you go to a bar, you’re in
the wrong place. However, if you are not in
services when the church assembles, wherever
you are, you may be in the wrong place. James
wrote to Christians, “to him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (Jam.
4:17). There are many wrong places that
Christians may find themselves when the church
assembles.
You are in the wrong place if you are at a ball
game. As important as it is to encourage our
children, we should not be at a ball game on
Wednesday night. Paul wrote, “bodily exercise
profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all
things” (1 Tim. 4:8). Christians must learn to
“stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be
strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). Elijah stated in the long
ago, “How long halt ye between two opinions? if
the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then

follow him” ( 1 Kin. 18:21). How can a Christian
be of the opinion that it is all right to be at a ball
game when the church assembles?
You are in the wrong place, if you are home
taking it easy when the saints meet. You should
want to be in services. Assembling with the saints
is not an option. We need it for our spiritual
existence. The Lord knows that: You should want
to be where the saints meet, whenever they meet.
You are in wrong place if you are working on
some “important” project. What could be more
important than your soul’s salvation (Mat.
16:26)? Important projects will come and go, yet
we only have one soul. We must work to live, but
what if we live to work? Jesus said, “I must work
the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the
night cometh, when no man can work” (John
9:4). If you are too busy to pay attention to your
soul, something is definitely wrong.
You are in the wrong place if you are
entertaining company. How disheartening it is to
hear of Christians that won’t attend services
because of company. One of the best ways to
show your concern for that company is not to stay
at home, but invite them to go with you to
services. Andrew found someone he was
concerned about to bring to Jesus (John 1:41).
Christians need to be Andrews.
You are in the wrong place, if you are home
doing chores. Chores can wait for another time.
Remember the ones who stated they had to first
bury a dead relative. Jesus would not even take
this as an excuse for not following Him (Mat.
8:22). Why do you think He would take any of
the above? The words to that precious song ought
to ring in our hearts “where he leads me I will
follow.” Will you follow the Lord when it comes
to worship? God is seeking the true worshipers
(John 4:23). When, then, you are not there, are
you in the wrong place?
Copied
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Louise Cline, Wanda Batten, Ruth
B r a n s o n , a n d E l l a H a mma c . J e r r y
Lindesmith is in West Florida Hospital
room 603.

READING/INVITATION
April 1, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Jeremy Caine
April 8, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Bill Crowe

MARK THESE DATES
April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

1 JOHN 1:1-4
“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, of the Word of
life; (For the life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and shew
unto you that eternal life, which was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us;)
That which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ. And these things write we unto you,
that your joy may be full.”
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CHILDREN IN
WORSHIP
Lester Kamp
One of our main goals in life is to help our
children and other young people to become
Christians who are faithful to God’s Word and
active in His kingdom, the church. We want to
“bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). We want them to know the
joy of knowing, serving, and worshiping the
Lord. Our children should be taught why we
worship, how we worship, and how to make our
worship most effective. Parents, grandparents,
and friends will be the most important influences
on our young people in their worship. Here are a
few ideas that will help us train our children to
be good worshipers.
1. Set a good example. Children need to see
you worship and the joy it brings to your life.
You need to come to the worship assemblies

regularly with an attitude of joy and
anticipation—not with a sense of drudgery or
obligation. You need to sing, bow in prayer,
listen intently to the sermon, give joyfully, and
partake of the Lord’s Supper meditatively. Children will follow your example, so set the right
kind.
2. Prepare the child. Before Sunday, talk to
your child about how to act in the worship assembly. Tell the child why we pray, sing, give,
partake of the Lord’s Supper weekly, and listen
to a sermon from God’s Word. As you would in
preparing him for school, make sure the child
gets enough rest the night before to be awake
and alert Sunday.
3. Involve the child. When singing, help him
locate the page of the song. With your finger on
his book, point to the words as we sing. Encourage your child to sing even though he may not
always sing the right words. When the sermon is
delivered, help the child locate the Scriptures
cited and/or encourage him to write them down.

This impresses upon the child the importance of
paying attention. It also stresses that worship is
active and not passive.
4. Avoid disturbances. Make sure that your
child has gone to the restroom and for a drink of
water before the worship service begins. Traffic
in and out of the auditorium during worship is
both unnecessary (with but few exceptions) and
disruptive to the worship of many.
5. Sit up toward the front. Don’t follow the
natural tendency to sit in the back so that the
child does not disturb others. Think positively.
Sit close to the front so that your child can see
and hear what is happening. You’ll be amazed at
how much better he will behave when you sit
toward the front, and how much more meaningful worship will be to you, too.
6. Follow through. Reinforce your child’s
learning by discussing various aspects of the
worship period afterwards.
7. Be patient. Children will not act like
adults, but with patience and love, they can be
taught to love God and worship Him from the
heart according to God’s Word.
This process will take time, but it will be
time well spent. The time to begin is now, regardless of how young your child is.
18325 E. Gunnison Pl.; Aurora, CO 80017

GIVING AND
RECEIVING
B. J. Clarke
Paul reminded the Ephesian elders that Jesus
had once said, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35). We are often so wrapped
up in our own problems and cares that we expect
to receive everyone else’s attention, sympathy
and concern. Yet Paul cautions us, “Let nothing
be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves. Look not every man on his own

things, but every man also on the things of others” (Phi. 2:3-4). Paul proceeded to point us to
the example of Jesus who was more interested in
giving than receiving. He emptied Himself and
gave the supreme sacrifice by humbling Himself
and becoming obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross (Phi. 2:5-8).
We must remember that it is more blessed to
be a servant than it is to receive service. “For
even the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). To turn a phrase a
little differently than it is normally quoted, we
should ask not what the church can give us but
what we can give the church. We should ask not
what our brother or sister can give unto us but
rather what can we give unto them. We should
not only ask what God can give us but focus on
what we can give the Lord.
Let us zero in on some acts of giving we can
practice on a regular basis.
1. I can give my time to God by attending
every service, reading my Bible daily, praying
regularly and telling others about the gospel
(Heb. 10:25; Mat. 6:33; 1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim.
2:15; Col. 4:2; 2 Tim. 2:2).
2. I can give the church my support by giving
my time to build up it’s program of service.
Faith without works is dead (Jam. 2:17) and I
have been created in Christ Jesus unto good
works (Eph. 2:10). My responsibility is to be
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). I can serve by
giving my time to go out and visit and encourage
those who are in need both physically and spiritually. I can build up the educational program by
giving my time to teach God’s Word. I can give
in every area of work where assistance is
needed.
3. I can give my brother and sisters a shoulder to lean on in time of trial (1 Cor. 12:25;
Rom. 12:15). I can give them a pat on the back
in time of joy (Rom. 12:15).

4. I can give the widowed and lonely some
company (Jam. 1:27; 1 The. 5:14).
5. I can give my family the attention it deserves by being there for my spouse and children
(Deu. 6:6ff; Eph. 5:25ff).
The list could literally go on and on. The
marvelous truth about giving is that it blesses the
giver with happiness and joy. Jesus gave when
He washed the disciples feet. He admonished
His disciples to perform similar acts of giving
service. “If ye know these things, happy are ye if
ye do them” (John 13:17). What will you give
today?
P.O. Box 128; Southaven, MS 38671

THE SACREDNESS
OF MARRIAGE
Wardell Halliburton
Marriage is as old as the human race. God
saw that it was not good for man to be alone,
thus, in His benevolent love, He made woman to
provide suitable companionship (Gen. 2:18), and
brought her to the man (Gen. 2:22). There can be
no doubt that God intended for man and woman
to marry for he said, “Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Gen.
2:24).
Marriage did not originate with man, nor
is it merely a social custom. Rather the marriage
relationship was instituted by God. He “officiated” at the first marriage. He continues to “officiate” at every scriptural Marriage. (Note: Not
all marriages recognized by society are approved
by God.) In marriage, God joins together and
Jesus instructs: “What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder” (Mat. 19:6).
Marriage is to be held in honor. Though
feminists, humanists, and other of such ilk
would disparage and show disrespect to the divinely instituted relationship of marriage, God

enjoins, “Let marriage be had in honor among
all, and let the bed be undefiled” and then quickly warns, “for fornicators and adulterers God
will judge” (Heb. 13:4).
Marriage is permanent. “Until death do us
part,” or “so long as you both shall live” may
seem obsolete or be “mere ritual” in thinking of
some, but the divine testimony emphasizes the
permanence of marriage. “For the woman which
hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.
So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free
from that law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another man” (Rom.
7:2-3). Our society today languishes under the
poisonous fruit borne by its own permissive
attitude which grants divorce for any cause and
attempts to substitute so-called “meaningful relationships” for the divine arrangement. The marriage relationship, entailing certain privileges
and imposing certain responsibilities, has been
recognized by every society since the beginning
of time. No society has been without some form
of ceremony accompanying and celebrating entrance upon the marriage union. It seems tragic
that so often, in our society, more emphasis and
planning go into the “momentary” ceremony
than into the “permanent” relationship.
Marriage is ordained of God for man’s happiness and general well-being. Man and woman
complement each other in God’s arrangement.
Marriage is the only “meaningful relationship”
in which the sexual desires and needs of humanity may be legitimately fulfilled.
Wouldn’t it be great if we could somehow
educate people regarding what the Bible teaches
concerning the sacredness of marriage, and then
motivate them to personally apply the biblical
principles which were designed to regulate marriage?
via “Granite Messenger”
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, and Ella
Hammac. Jerry Lindesmith is in West
Florida Hospital room 603.

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the
family of Louise Cline who passed from
this life on March 23, 1998, at the age of
88. Please keep this family in your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
April 8, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Bill Crowe
April 15, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Ray Dodd

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
April 12, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
April 19, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
April 29, 1998–Fifth Wednesday Singing.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PROUD GRANDMOTHER
Our congratulations is extended to
K a r e n H o ff a y i n t h e b i r t h o f h e r
granddaughter Amanda Leigh on March 28,
1998. The proud parents are Paul and Lanet
McManaman of Jackson, MS.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned meat
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GOD’S WORD
(Part 1)
Michael Hatcher
Paul’s statement to Timothy concerning God’s
Word is one of the greatest statements found in
Scripture. “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
Let us examine this statement by breaking it
down into its component parts.
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”
The word Scripture concerns itself with those
writings that are from God; not all writings come
from God. These are the writings that make us
“wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). These writings come
from the breath of God. The Greek word is

qeovpneusto" (theopneustos). It is made up of
two parts qevo" (theos) meaning God, and pnevw
(pneo) meaning to breathe. This shows us the
origin of these writings. They come from the
breath of God. Coming from God’s breath, they
give life. Even as God breathed into man’s
nostrils the breath of life and man became a
living soul (Gen. 2:7), these words also give life.
No wonder Paul would say, “For the word of God
is quick [living], and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).
Thus, Christ’s words are spirit and life (John
6:63).
Second, Paul gives the purpose or the usage of
the Scriptures. He divides this into four areas. In
future articles we will notice these four areas. The
Scriptures are profitable for doctrine, reproof,
correction and instructing man in righteousness.

Doctrine is teaching, with the application of the
teaching of the Scriptures. Reproof is the giving
of evidence thus that which is required for
proving. Correction is when someone makes a
mistake to bring them to the right way.
Instruction in righteousness is to bring them to a
proper way of living and a proper relationship
with God.
Last, Paul gives the outcome or the results of
the proper usage of Scripture. The Scriptures will
make a person a man of God instead of a man of
Satan or the world. Second, the Scriptures will
make a person perfect. This word translated
perfect refers to being complete or fitted. We will
be completely fitted for God. Then it will make
us completely furnished to every good work.
Thus, we do not need anything else. We do not
need any special leading of the Spirit. Nor, do we
need the creeds, catechisms, disciplines, etc., of
man. It also shows us our need to study the
Scriptures so we will be a man of God, perfect,
and throughly furnished unto all good works.
Truly what a wonderful gift God has given unto
man))the Scriptures.
4852 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526

“I JUST
DELIVER THEM”
Tracy Dugger
Along our street I recently met our mailman at
the box. I jokingly told him not to bring me any
bills. He, in a very witty manner, quickly responded, “I don’t make them, I just deliver
them.” The simple point he transmitted to me was
clear. This is the same point that some need to
understand about teachers and preachers of the
Word. When a godly proclaimer of the truth
broadcasts God’s Word without compromise, he
is not its source (2 Pet. 1:20-21), just the
messenger. When he preaches against the sins of
the day (social drinking, denominationalism and
false religion, dancing, immodest apparel, etc.),
he may upset some people. This is not his
intention. However, we must realize that he does
have a duty to speak the whole truth in love:
(1) “Wherefore I take you to record this day,
that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I
have not shunned to declare unto you all the
counsel of God” (Acts 20:26-27).

LOUISE CLINE
(1910 - 1998)
We at Bellview Church of Christ mourn the passing of a beloved lady,
who was a faithful wife, a revered mother and a deeply respected
grandmother. Above all, she was a Christian.
Her son, William S. Cline, was our preacher here for many years. The
Bellview congregation of the Lord’s church benefitted greatly by our
association with him.
Sister Louise Cline was a member here for the last 25 years. Memory
of her will endure.

(2) “But speaking the truth in love, may grow
up into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ” (Eph. 4:15).
The sincere preacher of the gospel has a love
for souls who need the saving message of the
gospel (1 Tim. 4:16; John 8:32). It is as useless to
become upset with him as it would be to become
upset with the mailman for bringing a bill or a
letter containing unhappy news.
Whenever you hear God’s Word and it “steps
on your toes” or you are offended, don’t become
upset with the messenger. Instead, remember the
mailman—“I just deliver them.”
2406 South Main St.; Malvern, AR 72104-5812

BELLVIEW
LECTURES
The Twenty-third Annual Bellview Lectures,
Christian Fellowship, will be held June 13-17,
1998. Twenty-eight men will be speaking: Garry
Barnes, Bob Berard, Howell Bigham, David P.
Brown, Curtis Cates, Wayne Coats, Harrell
Davidson, Buster Dobbs, Guss Eoff, Gary
Grizzell, Noah Hackworth, Lester Kamp, Michael
Hatcher, Ronnie Hayes, Bobby Liddell, Dub
McClish, Randy Mabe, Keith Mosher, Mark
Mosher, Clifford Newell, Tim Nichols, Ira Y.
Rice, Stanley Ryan, Toney Smith, Paul Vaughn,
Ken Willis, Joel Wheeler, and Eddie Whitten.
The following men will be writing lessons for the
lectureship book but will not be speaking: Kent
Bailey, Mark Bass, Ted Clarke, Daniel Denham,
David Hester, Terry Hightower, Michael Light,
Johnie Scaggs, Gary Summers, Don Tarbet, and
Tom Wacaster.
The lecture topics include: What Is
Fellowship?, Fellowship And The Corinthian
Church, Fellowship And Mission Work,
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship, Fellowship
And The Lord’s Supper, Fellowship And The

World, How To Treat The Withdrawn, Guilt By
Association, Fellowship And The Restoration
Movement, Fellowship And Giving, Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today, The Holy
Spirit And Fellowship, Fellowship And
Preaching, Fellowship And Error, Fellowship
And Ephesians 4:1-6, The Future Of Fellowship
In The Church, Fellowship And 2 John 9-11,
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41, Fellowship And
Singing, Fellowship And Preachers, The Sermon
On The Mount And Fellowship, Withdrawal Of
Fellowship, Fellowship And 1 John 1, Fellowship
And Prayer, The Value Of Fellowship, May One
Congregation Withdraw From Another?,
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11, and Why We
Cannot Fellowship Denominations. The
following topics will appear in the lectureship
book: Bases Of Fellowship; Right Attitudes And
Fellowship; Love, Compassion, And Fellowship;
Misconceptions Of Fellowship; Fellowship And
Judging; Suffering And Fellowship; and Limits
Of Fellowship. Book reviews: I Just Want To Be
A Christian by Rubel Shelly; In The Grip Of
Grace by Max Lucado; Who Is My Brother? by
F. LaGard Smith; and Core Gospel/Bull’s-Eye
Concept.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview
Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations
now. The Hospitality Inn (4910 Mobile Highway;
Pensacola, FL 32506) offers the following price
(tax not included) $45—1 to 4 people per room.
For reservations call 850-453-3333. When calling
for reservations be sure to tell them you will be
attending the Bellview Lectures.
Pensacola is a great place to take your summer
vacation and at the same time attend the Bellview
Lectures. For further information please contact
the office by phone, mail or at our e-mail address
(whatcher@sprynet.com). Check out our web site
listed below for more information. We hope to
see you in June.
(http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/dmowery)
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Thomas and Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Ella
Hammac, and Diana Brazell. Jerry
Lindesmith is in West Florida Hospital
room 602.

READING/INVITATION
April 15, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Ray Dodd
April 22, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
April 12, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
April 12-16, 1998–Gospel meeting at Foley
Church of Christ, Foley, AL. Ted J.
Clarke from Mammoth Spring, AR, will
be speaking. Times: Sunday at 9:30
A.M., 10:30 A.M., and 6:00 P.M.;
Monday thru Thursday at 7:30 P.M.
April 19, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at Jay,
at 2:00 P.M. Study John chapters 8-9.
April 19, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
April 29, 1998–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 P.M.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned vegetables
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
5:00 P.M. LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

GOD’S WORD
(Part 2)
Michael Hatcher
Paul writes, “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bible comes from the
breath of God (the meaning of the phrase
“inspiration of God”). They are not man’s word
although man’s hand did the physical writing.
This writing given by God’s breath is profitable
(useful, beneficial, worthwhile) for four things.
The first thing God mentions that the
Scriptures are useful for is doctrine. The word
doctrine means teaching and applies to that which
is taught. It would be profitable to get a
concordance and go through the listing of the

word doctrine. We find that there is sound
doctrine (1 Tim. 1:10; Tit. 1:9) which we are to
speak (Tit. 2:1). We must obey the form of
doctrine that has been delivered to us (Rom.
6:17). We are to reproof, rebuke, and exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine (2 Tim. 4:2).
However, some will not endure that sound
doctrine but want their ears tickled (2 Tim. 4:3).
As there is sound doctrine, there is a doctrine of
Satan (Rev. 2:14, 15, 24). We are to mark and
avoid those who cause divisions and offenses
contrary to the doctrine (Rom. 16:17). The
faithful preacher must give heed to the doctrine
(1 Tim. 4:16) to continue in them that both the
preacher and those that hear him will be saved.
These are but a few of the passages you will find
in a study of the word doctrine.
It saddens me that so many are no longer
concerned with doctrine. The word is almost a
curse word to some individuals today. Their view
is that we should avoid doctrine at whatever cost.

This view has been encouraged by preachers who
no longer use God’s Word for one of its purposes—doctrine. Preachers will mount the pulpit
and never appeal to the Bible in their teaching
and preaching. They know more about Barth,
Bultman, Aristotle, and Shakespeare than they do
Paul, Peter, John, and Jesus. It is no wonder that
we are becoming spiritually ignorant with much
of the ear-tickling preaching that is done today.
Another area that concerns me is among faithful brethren, who go to men and study what men
say and teach instead of what God says. Often
today (as is many times evidenced in Bible
classes) we study what some man will say about
a subject instead of what God says about it. We
study about the Bible instead of studying the
Bible itself. The Scriptures are profitable for true,
sound doctrine. Let us use them for that purpose,
realizing that they will make us a man of God,
perfect, and completely furnished to every good
work.
4852 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526

A FIFTY YEAR-OLD
DECISION
Gus Nichols
People do not accidentally attend worship
service without missing one worship service for
twenty years. They must have planned always to
attend. So after I obeyed the gospel, I read of an
older brother who had not missed going to
worship a single Sunday in 41 years. That story
caused me to resolve and to purpose in my heart
that I would never miss the worship on a single
Lord’s Day as long as I lived, if possible to
attend. I have missed four Sundays in over fifty
years, and this was because of illness. Once I
made that decision, the question has not come up
as to whether I would attend church services or
not. In fact, I did not decide last Lord’s Day to go

to worship, not the Sunday before. That decision
was made more than fifty years ago. It is a sin for
any member to miss the worship unless he is
unable to attend. The very nature of our religion
is such that those who feel this is a burden need
to be converted.
Deceased

THOMAS ELMER
MULDOON
(1918-1998)

Brother Muldoon’s death on April 10,
1998, leaves a void in the hearts of
Bellview members and his friends in the
community.
He was known as the “Gas Man” for
many years because of his company, The
Muldoon Gas Company.
He was one of the original members
who established the Bellview Church of
Christ in 1952. His mother, Evelyn
Muldoon, who died in 1969, was a tower
of spiritual strength here at Bellview.
His wife, Mary Ellen Muldoon,
continues to be in poor health.
Our sympathy is extended to his
family and friends.

PSALM 119:1-3
“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who
walk in the law of the LORD. Blessed are they
that keep his testimonies, and that seek him
with the whole heart. they also do no iniquity:
they walk in his ways.”

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
Wayne Coats
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
Wayne Coats
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
Wayne Coats
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
Ruth Branson, Ella Hammac, and Diana
Brazell. Jerry Lindesmith is in West Florida
Hospital room 602.

READING/INVITATION
April 22, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee
April 29, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Bill Gallaher

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

April 19, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl at Jay,
at 2:00 P.M. Study John chapters 8-9.
April 19, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
April 29, 1998–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 P.M.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned vegetables

Good Works alone in the life of a
Christian are not grounds for salvation, but
the absence of them is grounds for
condemnation.
Author Unknown
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
5:00 P.M. LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

GOD’S WORD
(Part 3)
Michael Hatcher
Paul writes, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bible comes from the
breath of God (the meaning of the phrase “inspiration of God”). They are not man’s words
although man’s hand did the physical writing.
This writing given by God’s breath is profitable
(useful, beneficial, worthwhile) for four things.
The second thing mentioned that God’s Word
is profitable for is reproof. This word is disputed
(as to the original Greek word). The dispute is
over one letter in the word. Some manuscripts
have a form of the Greek word ej l egmov "

(elegmos) while others have a form of e[legco"
(elegchos but pronounced elenchos). Both words
can properly be translated with our word rebuke,
however they do carry different meanings.
The first of the words ejlegmov" (elegmos)
would have reference to the rebuking of a sinner.
This is the use of God’s Word to rebuke a person
who is living or acting contrary to that Word.
Jesus rebuked different ones by use of the Word.
In speaking to the Sadducees, Jesus rebuked them
for not knowing the Word of God, and He
rebuked them for the doctrine they believed.
“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err,
not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of
God” (Mat. 22:29; continue reading through
verse 32). Peter speaks of those who have “forsaken the right way, and are gone astray” (2 Pet.
2:15). He then uses an example of Balaam and
says, “But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb
ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the
madness of the prophet” (2 Pet. 2:16). When

people forsake the right way, it is our duty to use
God’s Word to rebuke them (see also 2 Tim. 4:2).
The second word e[legco" (elenchos) has
reference to a proving or convincing. This
proving and convincing is also related to sins that
a person commits and a summoning them to
repentance. Jesus uses this word when discussing
when a person commits a sin against another
individual. The person who is offended is to go to
the offending person and “tell” (elenchos) him his
faults. Paul teaches us not to receive an
accusation against an elder except by the mouth
of two or three witnesses. Those that sin are to be
rebuked. “Them that sin rebuke before all, that
others also may fear” (1 Tim. 5:20). There is to
be the proving of sin by use of the Scriptures and
convincing them of their sin by the Scriptures.
This usage of the Scriptures is not enjoyable
for either party. It is never enjoyable to reprove a
person of his sins. Likewise, it is not enjoyable
for a person to be reproved of his sins. However,
both are necessary. We have many today who
would rather “not hurt someone’s feelings” than
to do what is necessary and what God requires—reprove. May God help us to use the
Scriptures for their intended purpose.
4852 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526

DON’T SAMPLE SIN
Bob Berard
The devil invites those reluctant to yield to
temptation to “merely” sample sin. “I’m not
asking you to be a full-time, wholehearted
servant,” he says, “just sample it to see what it’s
like; just dabble; just a fling, then you can repent
and return to the Lord’s way.” The clear and
correct response is, “Don’t do it.” Here’s why:
Don’t sample sin because the time you assume
you have to engage in it and later correct for it is
not guaranteed. One’s physical death is often a
surprise and the Lord’s final return is known by

no mortal. In either case your life on earth will be
over and it will be over whether you are ready or
not; then comes the judgment and your eternity in
Heaven or hell (Heb. 9:27; Mark 13:32; John
12:48; Mat. 25).
Don’t sample sin because your current
inclination to later correct for the sin you are
considering may change. Sin has a hardening
effect on the heart and can result in a seared
conscience such that the gospel call is no longer
heard (Heb. 3:13; Luke 8:12; 1 Tim. 4:12).
Don’t sample sin because even forgiven sin
may have unrelenting, sorrow-laden consequences. As you sow so shall you reap (Gal. 6:78). One reaping the premature death of AIDS
acquired in his sinful sowing, though his soul be
saved in amended living, will suffer as will his
loved ones and any others to whom he passed
along this sin-driven plague (Gal. 6:7-8).
Don’t sample sin because unwanted memories
will surely be acquired. The Lord’s faithful
follow truth and “hate every false way,” thus their
own sinful past becomes a source of shame and
regret (Psa. 119:104). How foolish to agree to do
that which provides fleeting pleasure, but is
followed by an abiding haunting regret (Heb.
11:25). The harm done to others by our sins,
though we have repented and are forgiven, may
trouble us all our days (1 Tim. 1:15).
Don’t sample sin.
P.O. Box 39; Spring, TX 77383

Not discounting the problem
of ignorance of the Scriptures,
Disrespect
for God’s Word
is the greatest reason for the sin
problems in the world.
Author Unknown

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
Wayne Coats
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
Wayne Coats
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
Wayne Coats
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
Ruth Branson, and Ella Hammac. Jerry
Lindesmith is in West Florida Hospital
room 602.

READING/INVITATION
April 29, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Bill Gallaher
May 6, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Louis Herrington

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

April 26, 1998–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing, after the morning service.
April 29, 1998–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 P.M.
May 10, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
May 17, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl here at
Bellview, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 10-11.
May 17, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned vegetables

PLACED MEMBERSHIP
Dusty and Sandy Wilkes and their son
Michael have place membership with the
Bellview congregation. Their address is
6245 North Blue Angel Parkway;
Pensacola, FL 32526.
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SUNDAY:
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10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
5:00 P.M. LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

GOD’S WORD
(Part 4)
Michael Hatcher
Paul writes, “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bible comes from the
breath of God (the meaning of the phrase
“inspiration of God”). They are not man’s word
although man’s hand did the physical writing.
This writing given by God’s breath is profitable
(useful, beneficial, worthwhile) for four things.
The third thing God says that Scripture is
profitable for is correction. The word is
ejpanovrqwsi" (epanorthosis) in the Greek
and means to restore to an upright state; the improvement of life or character. This is the only

time the word is used in the Bible. This word is
made up of three parts; epi meaning to, on, or
upon; ana meaning up or again; and orthoo
meaning to make straight.
The word correction implies that one has gone
astray, he is no longer in an upright state. When
a person falls from that upright state, we are to
use the Scriptures to bring them back to a right or
upright state. Paul tells us of our responsibility in
this matter, but notice especially the attitude in
doing this. “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one
in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest
thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). We are to
restore that one who has been overtaken in a fault
(fallen from that upright state). However, we
must do that restoring in the spirit of meekness,
not with a haughty arrogant spirit. We are,
though, to restore them to an upright state, and
we are to use the Scriptures to accomplish this.
This would have just as much reference to a

congregation of people as it would to one
individual within a congregation.
People do not like or enjoy correction. Yet, we
are commanded to use the Scriptures in this way.
When preachers see something that is not right,
some would have them keep their mouths shut
about it. They say you will discourage people
from doing something if you correct that which is
wrong. For some examples, we notice in prayers
that sometimes (not most of the time) people pick
up phrases that are not in accordance with God’s
Word. If the preacher says anything about it, he
is accused of discouraging men from leading in
public prayer. If the preacher mentions songs that
are unscriptural, then he is discouraging people
from singing and men from leading in singing.
Someone who is honest will desire to know and
to be corrected (again it must be done with the
proper attitude) from any mistakes he might
make. I know it would be much easier for
preachers not to say anything about those type of
things; however, it would not be right. The
preacher, to please God, must use the Scriptures
to make corrections of things that are not right or
not in an upright state.
4852 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526

ALEXANDER
CAMPBELL AND THE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Charles C. Pugh, III
While visiting in the hospital one day I had
occasion to converse with a very congenial
elderly gentleman. When I informed him that I
was a member of the church of Christ, he
remarked, “Oh yes, that’s the ‘Campbellite
Church’!” By improperly referring to the Lord’s
church in this way he reflected the thinking of
many people.

The truth is that Alexander Campbell was
simply a preacher who labored in the nineteenth
century in an effort to get people back to the
Bible and restore the true church. Once on a visit
to New Orleans, he was misrepresented in a paper
as being the founder of a religious denomination.
He wrote to the editors: “I have always
repudiated all human heads and human names for
the people of the Lord, and shall feel very
thankful if you will correct the erroneous
impression which your article may have made in
representing me as the founder of a religious
denomination.” Jesus said “upon this rock I will
build my church” (Mat. 16:18).
In the old Cane Ridge Cemetery in Kentucky
there is an interesting tombstone of a man named
William Rogers. The stone reads: “William
Rogers born...July 7, 1784, Removed with his
father to Cane Ridge...Apr. 1798, United with the
church of Christ at Cane Ridge in 1807....” When
William Rogers united with the church of Christ
at Cane Ridge in 1807, Alexander Campbell was
a youth of nineteen years in Ireland!
The church of Christ was begun by Christ
some 1,900 years ago in Jerusalem (Acts 2). No
mere human, including Alexander Campbell,
founded the church of Christ.
Copied

GENESIS 12:1-3
“Now the LORD had said unto Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a
land that I will shew thee: And I will make
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be
a blessing: And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in
thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.”

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
Wayne Coats
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
Wayne Coats
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
Wayne Coats
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
Ruth Branson, Ella Hammac, and Ray
Williams. Jerry Lindesmith is in West
Florida Hospital room 602.

READING/INVITATION
May 6, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Louis Herrington
May 13, 1998
Reading: Howard Johnson
Invitation: Tim Lamb

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

May 10, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
May 17, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl here at
Bellview, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 10-11.
May 17, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned vegetables

Be certain of the truthfulness of a
statement before you make it. Else, you
may become involved in falsehood. It is
wrong to make a lie. It is wrong to receive
a lie. It is wrong to repeat a lie.
Author Unknown
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
5:00 P.M. LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.
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MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
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GOD’S WORD
(Part 5)
Michael Hatcher
Paul writes, “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bible comes from the
breath of God (the meaning of the phrase “inspiration of God”). They are not man’s word
although man’s hand did the physical writing.
This writing given by God’s breath (Scripture) is
profitable (useful, beneficial, worthwhile) for
four things.
The fourth and last thing mentioned here by
Paul that the Scripture is profitable for is to
instruct man in righteousness. The word righteousness is from the Greek word dikaiosuvnh

(dikaiosune) which in a broad sense means the
state of him who is as he ought to be, and more
specifically the condition acceptable to God. It
also applies to the doctrine concerning the way in
which man may attain a state approved of God.
Paul also writes to the Roman brethren concerning this righteousness. “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by faith” (Rom.
1:16-17). God reveals His righteousness in the
gospel of Christ, the Scriptures. The Scriptures
are to be used to instruct us in the way to be
acceptable to God.
The word instruction is also an interesting
word that deserves our consideration. It is from
the Greek word paideiva (paideia). The Bible
uses this term six times: translating it chastening
three times, and nurture, instruction, and chas-

tisement once each. Notice how Strong’s Lexicon
defines this word.
1) the whole training and education of children
(which relates to the cultivation of mind and
morals, and employs for this purpose now
commands and admonitions, now reproof and
punishment) It also includes the training and
care of the body; 2) whatever in adults also
cultivates the soul, esp. by correcting mistakes
and curbing passions. 2a) instruction which
aims at increasing virtue 2b) chastisement,
chastening, (of the evils with which God visits
men for their amendment).

This is the purpose for which we are to use the
Scriptures. To train or teach us in being acceptable to God and in that training to correct
mistakes and curb improper passions. This training will bring us to live in such a way that we are
as we should be, we are acceptable to God.
Only the Scriptures are able to bring us to this
state of righteousness. Man cannot find that way
by his own wisdom and power (see Jer. 10:23;
Pro. 14:12; Isa. 53:6). Yet, sadly many today,
even within the Lord’s church, go after their own
way instead of going after the way of God as
found in the Scripture. Then they get mad when
anyone sets forth the proper way from the Bible.
Let us use God’s Word for the purposes God
intended; doctrine, reproof, correction and
instruction in righteousness.
4852 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526

SAVE THE YOUTH
Johnie Scaggs, Jr.
The youth of today have a hard road to travel.
The world in which they live is very worldly.
They are faced with moral issues unlike anything
we in the past had to deal with. We need to help
save as many as we can from the wicked world.
But how can we do this?
FIRST: We must start with our own children.
Children have a great, perhaps greater influence

on other children than anyone else. Your
children, my children all have friends whom they
look up to and desire to mimic. Hence, as parents,
we need to train our children to do that which is
right at all times. This training must be something
that is done from the very beginning of their life.
You cannot wait until they are in their teenage
years and then try and make them be something
that they were not taught to be. The wise man
said, “Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it”
(Pro. 22:6; Deu. 6:4-7). The Bible emphasizes
over and over the need to train our children from
a babe (2 Tim. 3:15).
Harold Chugani, a neurologist at the Children’s
Hospital of Michigan, has done research that
reveals the greatest capacity of growing human
brains to absorb information. He discovered
that by age 2, the infant’s cortex is operating at
adult levels. At age 4, that child’s brain is twice
as active as the adult brain and continues at that
rate until age 10, when it shows [sic] down. By
age 16, it has slacked off to a pace at which it
will continue through adulthood (e-mail news
from MTM528@aol.com).

They have now proven what God taught us all
along. Children who learn about God from an
early age are children who most of the time will
not soon forget Him. They will be able to help
other children whom they come into contact with
daily.
SECOND: Not all children will have the
blessings of being raised in a Christian home.
Most will be raised up in homes that do not even
think about God. Homes where prayers are never
uttered. These children need to be saved also
from the world. You can help them as well. You
need to talk to them and let them know that you
care about their well being. Let them know that
you are not so far removed from things that keeps
you from hearing their cries of help. Sometimes
what they need is someone to talk with.
Sometimes they need someone who will listen.

And sometimes they need someone who can
point them in the right direction for the kind of
help they need. I am not talking about the “big
brother and big sister” idea that fills our land. I do
not like the idea nor do I believe it to be
wholesome for someone to hide secrets from
moms and dads as many “big brothers and
sisters” do. What children need is someone who
acts like a Christian at all times and does
everything they can to help them to bring honor
and glory to their parents and to God. Far too
many have tried to replace some child’s mom and
dad. You can never do this. But you can set the
right example and teach them at all times.
1000 Street Route K; Pottersville, MO 65790

BELLVIEW LECTURES
The Twenty-third Annual Bellview Lectures,
Christian Fellowship, will be held June 13-17,
1998. Twenty-eight men will be speaking: Garry
Barnes, Bob Berard, Howell Bigham, David P.
Brown, Curtis Cates, Wayne Coats, Harrell
Davidson, Buster Dobbs, Guss Eoff, Gary
Grizzell, Noah Hackworth, Lester Kamp, Michael
Hatcher, Ronnie Hayes, Bobby Liddell, Dub
McClish, Randy Mabe, Keith Mosher, Mark
Mosher, Clifford Newell, Tim Nichols, Ira Y.
Rice, Stanley Ryan, Toney Smith, Paul Vaughn,
Ken Willis, Joel Wheeler, and Eddie Whitten.
The following men will be writing lessons for the
lectureship book but will not be speaking: Kent
Bailey, Mark Bass, Ted Clarke, Daniel Denham,
David Hester, Terry Hightower, Michael Light,
Johnie Scaggs, Gary Summers, Don Tarbet, and
Tom Wacaster.
The lecture topics include: What Is
Fellowship?, Fellowship And The Corinthian
Church, Fellowship And Mission Work,
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship, Fellowship
And The Lord’s Supper, Fellowship And The
World, How To Treat The Withdrawn, Guilt By

Association, Fellowship And The Restoration
Movement, Fellowship And Giving, Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today, The Holy
Spirit And Fellowship, Fellowship And
Preaching, Fellowship And Error, Fellowship
And Ephesians 4:1-6, The Future Of Fellowship
In The Church, Fellowship And 2 John 9-11,
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41, Fellowship And
Singing, Fellowship And Preachers, The Sermon
On The Mount And Fellowship, Withdrawal Of
Fellowship, Fellowship And 1 John 1, Fellowship
And Prayer, The Value Of Fellowship, May One
Congregation Withdraw From Another?,
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11, and Why We
Cannot Fellowship Denominations. The
following topics will appear in the lectureship
book: Bases Of Fellowship; Right Attitudes And
Fellowship; Love, Compassion, And Fellowship;
Misconceptions Of Fellowship; Fellowship And
Judging; Suffering And Fellowship; and Limits
Of Fellowship. Book reviews: I Just Want To Be
A Christian by Rubel Shelly; In The Grip Of
Grace by Max Lucado; Who Is My Brother? by
F. LaGard Smith; and Core Gospel/Bull’s-Eye
Concept.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview
Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations
now. The Hospitality Inn (4910 Mobile Highway;
Pensacola, FL 32506) offers the following price
(tax not included) $45—1 to 4 people per room.
For reservations call 850-453-3333. When calling
for reservations be sure to tell them you will be
attending the Bellview Lectures.
Pensacola is a great place to take your summer
vacation and at the same time attend the Bellview
Lectures. For further information please contact
the office by phone, mail or at our e-mail address
(mhatcher@sprynet.com). Check out our Internet
web site listed below for more information. We
hope to see you in June.
(http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/dmowery)
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
Ruth Branson, and Ray Williams. Jerry
Lindesmith is in the Rehab Center at West
Florida Hospital.

RESTORED
Mary Ellen Muldoon was restored on
April 27, 1998. Please keep Mary in your
prayers and offer any assistance you can.

READING/INVITATION
May 13, 1998
Reading: Howard Johnson
Invitation: Tim Lamb
May 20, 1998
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Tony Liddell

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

May 10, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
May 17, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl here at
Bellview, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 10-11.
May 17, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

IT’S A GIRL!
Jean Cline is proud to announce the birth
of her grand-daughter, Anna Catherine
Lightfoot on April 24, 1998. She is the
daughter of Catherine and Larry Lightfoot
of Houston, Texas. Congratulations are
extended to all.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly
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WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.
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THE PROM—
TO ATTEND OR
NOT ATTEND?
Charles C. Pugh, III
Every year at this time many young people are
faced with a decision to attend or not to attend the
prom. To our young people faced with this
decision I submit for your careful consideration
six voices telling you NOT to attend the prom.
THE VOICE OF THE BIBLE: Hear it:
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which
are these...lasciviousness...revellings, and such
like...they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19, 21).
Lasciviousness is “wanton (acts or) manners, as
filthy words, indecent bodily movements,
unchaste handling of males and females”
(Thayer). Among other things, the modern dance

is condemned here. If this does not describe
dancing then we are at loss to know what would!
THE VOICE OP THE WORLD: Jesus said,
“the children of this world are in their generation
wiser than the children of light” (Luke 16:8). It is
tragic, but true, that people in the world are sometimes more ready to admit the evils of dancing
than are some members of the church. Numerous
are the testimonies of people in the world which
say, “DON’T DANCE!” For example, the FBI
published six ways which young people get hurt.
Number two on the list was dancing.
THE VOICE OF GODLY ELDERS: Every
elder in the church should be opposed to dancing
and such like. However, some elders have too
little courage to oppose such.
T H E V O I C E O F FA I T H F U L
PREACHERS: Every truly faithful preacher of
the Word will oppose dancing, preach the truth
regarding it, and encourage all not to practice
such. A congregation that is fortunate to have a

preacher (or preachers) who will preach the truth
on this, and other moral issues, needs to
wholeheartedly support him (or them). Those
congregations which do not have such in the
pulpit need to get such.
THE VOICE OF GODLY PARENTS:
Faithful Christian parents will oppose dancing. If
your parents love you enough that they insist you
not attend the prom, be thankful and heed their
advice (Pro. 1:8).
THE VOICE OF OTHER CHRISTIAN
YOUNG PEOPLE: The best young people this
writer knows are those who absolutely refuse to
compromise Christian principles. Thus, they
neither attend the prom nor defend those who do.
May our young people hear and heed these
voices. May they purpose in their hearts (Dan.
1:8) that they will not attend the prom.
Copied

DOES THIS
DESCRIBE YOU?
David Sain
One of the finest compliments that can be
given to a Christian is, “You can always count on
him.”
Most of us appreciate the attribute of
dependability. In business, employers know that
it is important to have workers upon whom they
can depend, even on a “bad day.” In our social
functions, we all know how secure we feel when
we have a friend who is “always there for you”
regardless of circumstances.
The Bible teaches Christians to be dependable
and faithful at all times. Paul commanded, “be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
Yet, some members of the church are not
steadfast. They don’t always abound in the work

of the Lord. Instead, they are spasmodic in their
Christianity. They are “on fire” for the Lord for
awhile, but later, lose their enthusiasm and
dedication.
After being “participators,” they become
“spectators.”
Some even develop a negative attitude and
criticize much of what is being done. How
demoralizing this is to the church, not to mention
the fatal judgment awaiting one who remains in
such a negligent condition.
In the Lord’s kingdom, there is no room for
slothfulness, and there is never an excuse for a
negative attitude!
Even when circumstances do not permit one to
be as physically involved as he or she would like,
one’s enthusiasm and attitude ought to still be on
the positive side.
If you have been spasmodic in your
Christianity, here is a message from the one who
died for you:
“Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works” (Rev.
2:5).
Copied

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES
Tony Liddell and Jeremy Caine
recently graduated from Pensacola Junior
College. Tony received an Associate of
Arts degree in Liberal Arts and Jeremy
received an Associate of
Arts degree in Business.
Congratulations is
extended to both of these
y oung men and their
accomplishments.

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
Wayne Coats
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
Wayne Coats
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
Wayne Coats
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
and Ruth Branson. Jerry Lindesmith is in
room 1025 of the Rehab Center at West
Florida Hospital.

RESTORED
Diana McDaniels was restored on May
3, 1998. Please keep Diana in your prayers
and offer any assistance you can.

BAPTIZED
Lisa Bond was baptized into Christ on
May 10, 1998. Please keep her in your
prayers and offer her encouragement. She
has also placed membership with the
Bellview congregation. Lisa’s address is:
4911 Ravenswood Avenue; Pensacola, FL
32506.

READING/INVITATION
May 20, 1998
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Tony Liddell
May 27, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: David Kelly

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
May 17, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl here at
Bellview, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 10-11.
May 17, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly
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23rd ANNUAL
BELLVIEW LECTURES
The Twenty-third Annual Bellview Lectures,
Christian Fellowship, will be held June 13-17,
1998. Twenty-eight men will be speaking: Garry
Barnes, Bob Berard, Howell Bigham, David P.
Brown, Curtis Cates, Wayne Coats, Harrell
Davidson, Buster Dobbs, Guss Eoff, Gary
Grizzell, Noah Hackworth, Lester Kamp, Michael
Hatcher, Ronnie Hayes, Bobby Liddell, Dub
McClish, Randy Mabe, Keith Mosher, Mark
Mosher, Clifford Newell, Tim Nichols, Ira Y.
Rice, Stanley Ryan, Toney Smith, Paul Vaughn,
Ken Willis, Joel Wheeler, and Eddie Whitten.
The following men will be writing lessons for the
lectureship book but will not be speaking: Kent
Bailey, Mark Bass, Ted Clarke, Daniel Denham,
David Hester, Terry Hightower, Michael Light,
Johnie Scaggs, Gary Summers, Don Tarbet, and
Tom Wacaster.

The lecture topics include: What Is
Fellowship?, Fellowship And The Corinthian
Church, Fellowship And Mission Work,
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship, Fellowship
And The Lord’s Supper, Fellowship And The
World, How To Treat The Withdrawn, Guilt By
Association, Fellowship And The Restoration
Movement, Fellowship And Giving, Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today, The Holy
Spirit And Fellowship, Fellowship And
Preaching, Fellowship And Error, Fellowship
And Ephesians 4:1-6, The Future Of Fellowship
In The Church, Fellowship And 2 John 9-11,
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41, Fellowship And
Singing, Fellowship And Preachers, The Sermon
On The Mount And Fellowship, Withdrawal Of
Fellowship, Fellowship And 1 John 1, Fellowship
And Prayer, The Value Of Fellowship, May One
Congregation Withdraw From Another?,
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11, and Why We
Cannot Fellowship Denominations. The
following topics will appear in the lectureship

book: Bases Of Fellowship; Right Attitudes And
Fellowship; Love, Compassion, And Fellowship;
Misconceptions Of Fellowship; Fellowship And
Judging; Suffering And Fellowship; and Limits
Of Fellowship. Book reviews: I Just Want To Be
A Christian by Rubel Shelly; In The Grip Of
Grace by Max Lucado; Who Is My Brother? by
F. LaGard Smith; and Core Gospel/Bull’s-Eye
Concept.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview
Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations
now. The Hospitality Inn (4910 Mobile Highway;
Pensacola, FL 32506) offers the following price
(tax not included) $45—1 to 4 people per room.
For reservations call 850-453-3333. When calling
for reservations be sure to tell them you will be
attending the Bellview Lectures.
Pensacola is a great place to take your summer
vacation and at the same time attend the Bellview
Lectures. For further information please contact
the office by phone, mail or at our e-mail address
(whatcher@sprynet.com). Check out our web site
listed below for more information. We hope to
see you in June.
(http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/dmowery)

AN OPEN LETTER
TO PHARAOH
Eddie Whitten
Dear Pharaoh:
It has come to my attention that you are
involved in the possible detention of Jehovah’s
people. I hope this is not the case, but in the event
that it is, let me assure you that I love you
anyway. Let is be clearly understood that I am not
being judgmental. Even though the Lord wants
me to tell you to “let my people go,” if you
decide that this is not in accord with the way you
see it, I am sure that He will understand. You see,

my God is a caring, loving God. If you decide
that your way is the best for you, I know His
grace will smile upon you.
By the way, God has told me to tell you that if
you decide not to let His people go, He is going
to bring some horrible plagues upon you and the
land. Personally, I think He is being negative to
the extreme! I wouldn’t be too concerned about
such threats because God is really a loving God,
and it wouldn’t be in character for Him to do such
things.
Why don’t you think about letting God’s
people go? It would be a good thing for you to
do, and it would show the people that you really
care for them. If this is not suitable to you, maybe
we can meet for lunch sometime and discuss this
further.
Yours brotherly,
[signed]
Moses
3616 Brown Trail; Bedford, TX 76021

HOW THE
CHURCH VOTED
(Somewhere in Texas...)
The church on the corner took a series of votes
on matters of importance to the congregation and
the results were not just surprising, but alarming.
Listed below are some of the issues that were
voted on, along with the final tallies:
SHOULD THE CHURCH:
Sing during the worship?
Partake of communion weekly?
Worship on Sunday evening?
Attend Wednesday Bible Class?
Give generously to the Lord?
Visit the sick in hospitals?
Visit those in nursing homes?

FOR
90%
78%
49%
39%
20%
15%
12%

AGAINST
10%
22%
51%
61%
80%
85%
88%

When asked how the votes were taken, the
elders replied that the members were not asked

their opinions on these matters, nor were they
asked what the Bible taught. Instead of asking for
a show of hands, the congregation voted with
their feet! In other words, if their feet brought
them to services on Wednesday they voted “for”
attending Wednesday evening services. If their
feet did not carry them to Wednesday Bible
Class, they voted “against.” They also voted with
their voices (singing), participation (communion),
and wallets (giving).
The elders felt that a show of hands would
have produced a result more in keeping with the
guidance of Scripture, but taking the votes in this
manner allowed them to find out how the
members lived, and not just claimed to believe. If
your vote had been tallied, how would you have
voted: For or Against?
Author Unknown

FREEDOM FROM SIN
Bobby O’Dell
Of all the freedoms one could have, freedom
from sin is by far the most important. Jesus
showed that true freedom does not exist for one
who is in sin by saying, “Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of
sin” (John 8:34). Christ then showed that He is
the only liberator for the problem of sin by
saying, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (John
8:36). Notice now four aspects of the freedom
from sin that Christ offers.
Christ offers freedom from the Love of sin.
When one looks to the cross of Christ he no
longer sees sin as an instrument of pleasure, but
as an instrument of death. Paul made the connection between the cross and the sins of the
world by writing, “our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin” (Rom. 6:6).

How could anyone love that which killed the Son
of God?
Christ offers freedom from the Service of sin.
In the final analysis, all men will choose to serve
either Satan of Christ. Paul showed this choice by
writing, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16).
Only through the freedom Christ offers can one
stop serving sin.
Christ offers freedom from the Guilt of sin.
Those to whom Peter preacher on Pentecost were
carrying with them the guilt of having killed the
Son of God (Acts 2:36). However, their guilt was
removed when they were baptized into the name
of the very one they had slain (Acts 2:38). Guilt
will wear down all who do not seek the rest Jesus
provides (Mat. 11:28-30).
Christ offers freedom from the Consequences
of sin. The consequence of sin is horrible: “For
the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). However,
the good news is that you can be set free from
this awful penalty, “but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Why suffer
the consequences of sin when Christ offers you
freedom unto life.
Copied

PREACHER’S POINT
H. Leo Boles
(c. 1918)
“Satan has stood by EVERY altar erected
to Jehovah and tried to pollute it; he has had
his representatives in every assembly of the
saints and in some way or another has tried
to defeat the will of God. Preach in view of
the judgement and seek to please only God.”
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
Ruth Branson, and Brantley Johnson. Jerry
Lindesmith is in room 1025 of the Rehab
Center at West Florida Hospital. Lucille
Staples will have surgery on May 19. Carol
Rich (Charles and Alice Williams’ future
daughter-in-law) had surgery May 11.
Agnes Denny (Tina Foshee’s sister) has
been diagnosed with cancer.

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Harold Staples and his family in the death
of his sister Aileen Kojansic who passed
away on May 16, 1998. Please keep Harold
and his family in your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
May 27, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: David Kelly
June 3, 1998
Reading: Harold Maxey
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.

PLACED MEMBERSHIP
Carl Ayliffe has placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. His address
is: 1004 Dominguez Street; Pensacola, FL
32505. His telephone number is 434-3646.

ADDRESS CHANGE
Nancy Travis’ new address is 816
South I Street; Pensacola, FL 32501. Her
telephone number remains the same.
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ONE THING IS
NEEDFUL
Al Macias
Have you ever asked yourself, “where has all
the time gone?” It seems to me, and I am sure to
you also, that time seems to disappear, and we do
not even know where it went. Time is a very rare
commodity and, therefore, we should make the
best possible use of it. In the book of Luke, we
find the Lord Jesus was One who knew how to
use His time in a most proficient way. Wherever
He went, He tried to communicate with others the
most important thing, the Word of God Himself.
In Luke 10:38-40, we find Jesus at the house of
Mary and Martha, the two sisters of Lazarus
(whom Jesus had resurrected from the dead), and
also very good friends of the Lord Jesus.
What happened here can teach us lessons on
how to make better use of our time. In Luke

10:38-40, we read: “Now it came to pass, as they
went, that he entered into a certain village: and a
certain woman named Martha received him into
her house. And she had a sister called Mary,
which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.
But Martha was cumbered about much serving,
and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone?
bid her therefore that she help me.” Here are two
very good friends of the Lord Jesus who received
Him into their home, but they were concerned
with two very different things. One was
concerned with serving, the other with learning
the Word of God. Martha was so concerned with
serving that she was cumbered, she was anxious,
even to the point that she asked the Lord to tell
Mary to help her.
The Lord answered Martha by telling her that
she was troubled about many things but yet there
was one thing needful, and Mary had chosen it.
How many hours do we spend during the week

doing things that pertain only to our temporal
lives, and yet spend so little time with the Word
of God, which is beneficial not only in this life
but in the life to come? Based on your daily
habits of using your time, do you identify more
with Martha or with Mary? Let us try to be more
like Mary, for then we also will have chosen that
which is better.
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, TX 78748

THE INFLUENCE
This is a true story. Only the names have been
changed to avoid embarrassment to anyone.
Tony is a shy little boy, only four years old.
He’s so shy he doesn’t like to sing in Bible class
because he’s afraid someone will look at him. To
envision Tony’s growing up to stand before a
crowd conducting public worship requires a big
stretch of the imagination.
James is about 14 years old, and Tony thinks
James “hung the moon.” In Tony’s eyes, James
can do no wrong. He wants to do what James
does.
The other night, James helped conduct our
worship service. Tony was awestruck and bug

eyed. Noticing the impression that was being
made on Tony, the mother whispered to him,
“You see James? You can do that too someday,
can’t you?” To which Tony responded by smiling
big and nodding yes.
I wonder how many times this kind of drama
is played out without our knowing it. You young
people have a very powerful tool at your
disposal—influence. Be very careful. Little eyes
are watching you. What are they seeing? “Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven” (Mat. 5:16).
Author Unknown

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATE
Rebecca Cline will graduate with honors
from Pine Forest High
School on May 28, 1998.
Our congratulations and
best wishes are extended to
Rebecca.

NEW BIBLE CLASSES BEGINNING
Bible classes for the summer quarter will begin Wednesday, June 3 and Sunday, June 7. Make
plans now to attend these classes.
Sunday Schedule
Adults I
Matthew
Michael Hatcher
Adults II
New Testament Survey
Jim Loy
Adults III
The Eternal Kingdom IV
Paul Brantley
New Converts
Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living
Bill Gallaher
Wednesday Schedule
Adults I
Leadership
Ray Foshee
Adults II
Old Testament Survey
Michael Hatcher
Adults III
Genesis
Fred Stancliff
New Converts
Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living
Bill Gallaher

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
David Brown
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
David Brown
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
David Brown
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Wanda Batten,
Ruth Branson, Brantley Johnson, Lucille
Staples, and Jerry Lindesmith

READING/INVITATION
June 3, 1998
Reading: Harold Maxey
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
June 10, 1998
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.
June 21, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
June 21-26, 1998–Indian Creek Youth
Camp (Teen Week with Jerry Martin).
June 28, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Fairhope, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly
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PROFILE OF
A LUKEWARM
CHURCH MEMBER
(Revelation 3:16)
W. T. Hamilton
I want to tell you about our lukewarm
members. I’ll not call them by name. I am afraid
I would miss somebody! But I’ll draw you a
picture. He looks like this:
1. He attends fairly regularly. Oh, he will miss
on some occasions. For instance if one of the
children gets sick, and the entire family can’t
worship, he’ll stay home too. Or, if company
comes he’ll miss the morning service, because he
can go at night and take the Lord’s Supper. Or, if
he is a little “under the weather” he finds it easy
to miss. But generally, he is at the services.
2. He attends quite often on Sunday night, but
he will miss the evening service a little easier, a

little more often, then he will miss the morning
service. The weather can get too cold and the
roads too bad to come back at night, especially if
he was present that morning. And he comes some
on Wednesday nights, but he misses them even
more often than he does the Sunday night service.
3. He worships in the proper form—in fact, he
may even be insistent that certain traditions are
followed. He sings—if he is in the mood for it,
and if it is a song he knows and likes. Otherwise
he will look around, observingly, at the other
worshipers and make mental memos of some of
the sour notes he hears.
He takes the Lord’s Supper—nearly every
Sunday—but he seldom really thinks of the cross
when he does. He gives when he is present,
however, he sometimes finds it convenient to cut
his contribution to accommodate the monthly
bills which seem to get bigger and bigger each
time. Too, he sometimes sends his contribution to
other places because “I don’t like some of the
things that go on here.”

4. He prays in private—but only in times of
distress or when he feels a special need.
5. He reads the Bible, but only occasionally.
However, he intends to form the habit of daily
Bible reading soon. He has started a few times in
the past, only to get side tracked within a few
days.
6. He makes a few visits in the interest of the
church—but most of his invitations are general,
and indefinite, then he makes excuses for his
friends.
7. He is ALWAYS dissatisfied with the zeal
of others, and complains at the shortcomings of
the church. But he is happy—at least not
critical—of his own zeal.
8. He is quick to blame the church for any of
his own shortcomings—it is the fault of the
church if his children lose interest, if he does not
grow spiritually himself, etc. Apparently, he takes
no account of the spiritual growth of others who
hear the same sermons and attend the same Bible
classes! He fails to reason that if they can grow,
he can too.
Copied

WHAT CAN I DO FOR
THE CHURCH?
B. B. James
Unto the church of our Lord in every locality
I am under solemn obligation to the extent of my
ability. To my home congregation, I am under a
special obligation.
I want this congregation to radiate a
wholesome influence in the community.
Therefore, I owe it the example of a good life.
For it I must live “soberly, righteously, and
godly.”
I want the strangers who enter the door of the
building to feel at home, to learn to love us, to
want to return. They are our guests. I owe it to
them and to the church to be friendly. I should
not stand back and wait for others.

No congregation can make progress without
faithful members. Members can make or break
them. I must give them my support and prayers.
I must not embarrass them in their work.
This congregation has financial obligations.
Whether I give or not, these obligations must be
met. If it is right for the congregation to pay its
obligations each week, it is right for me to give
each week.
The very existence of this congregation
depends upon the attendance of its members. In
fact, the attendance is the life of the congregation.
For this reason I must attend every service that I
can.
Of course I want the congregation to grow, to
multiply in members; therefore, I must set myself
to the work of winning souls to Christ.
The church cannot thrive in a frigid
atmosphere. I must not let carelessness allow the
church to become a place where hearts are
chilled. I must make it a place where hearts are
warmed. Therefore, I owe it the warmth of my
life. I must, with the help of God, play my part in
the work of building up the body of Christ which
He purchased with His blood.
Deceased

DON’T GIVE UP
Jerry Cantrell
A lady in the church who invited her neighbor
to go to services with her, kept count of the times
the neighbor refused. It came to forty-nine. She
pleasantly mentioned the count to her friend as
she issued her fiftieth invitation at the time of a
special meeting. At first the friend declined again
but later called and she said she would go. “If you
are interested enough in me to ask me fifty times
to go, I will go with you and see what it is like.”
She went out and liked what she saw. She
returned and she was converted—all because
someone did not give up too soon.
Cocoa, FL

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
David Brown
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
David Brown
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
David Brown
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Lucille
Staples, Brantley Johnson.

READING/INVITATION
June 10, 1998
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born
June 17, 1998
Bellview Lectures

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.
July 21, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
June 21-26, 1998–Indian Creek Youth
Camp (Teen Week with Jerry Martin).
June 28, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 6, 1998–Kick-off of revised Visitation
Program with a covered-dish dinner.
Look for more details later.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit
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TEN MARKS OF A
GROWING CHURCH
Mike Vestal
Growing churches have elders who are
spiritual men of wisdom and vision and who are
deeply interested in the souls they are
shepherding (1 The. 5:12-13; 1 Tim. 3:1-7).
Growing churches have deacons who believe
they must be servants in order to be deacons, and
as deacons they rejoice for the privilege that is
theirs to serve (1 Tim. 3:8-13).
Growing churches have preaching that exalts
Christ and His Word, that proclaims the “whole
counsel of God,” and challenges members and
non-members in a bold but loving way to draw
nearer to God (2 Tim. 4:2-4; Acts 20:27; Eph.
4:15).
Growing churches have an educational
program that stimulates members to know more
of God’s Word and to better apply its truth (2 Pet.
3:18; Eph. 4:12).

Growing churches regard worship as a
privilege rather than a chore. The singing is
enthusiastic, the Lord’s Supper is thoughtfully
observed, prayers are humbly and lovingly
offered, and brethren give generously as they
have been prospered. People bring their Bibles
and even take notes during lessons because they
want to better know God (John 4:24; Psa. 116:12;
Eph. 5:19; Jam. 5:16; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).
Growing churches make visitors feel at
home. Others can see the unity, warmth, and love
that exists among the people of God (John 13:3435).
Growing churches make a diligent effort to
teach the lost and restore the fallen. Visitation,
Bible studies and cottage meetings are constantly
going on (Acts 5:42; Gal. 6:1-2).
Growing churches keep up with their
missionaries by writing them letters, sending
them good literature and encouraging them in
their work (Phi. 4:14-20; 1 Cor. 3:9).
Growing churches respond to goals and
challenges because every member is focused on

glorifying Christ (Phi. 2:5-11).
Growing churches exhibit the mind of
Christ—they are humble, serving, and obedient to
the Father (Phi. 2:5-11).
Does this sound like the congregation of
which YOU are a part?
LET’S GET GROWING!
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ARE YOU LIVING
FOR JESUS?
Charles Box
Do you live each day for Jesus? Do you live
as if you expected Jesus to return before
sundown? Do you live a life that is cheerful,
faithful, kind, and Christ-like? Examine yourself.
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye
be reprobates? But I trust that ye shall know that
we are not reprobates” (2 Cor. 13:5).
1. Have I obeyed the gospel of Christ? (1 Cor.
15:1-4; Acts 2:36-38).
2. Am I making an honest effort to win the
souls of others to Christ? (John 15:1-8; Pro.
11:30).
3. Do I take time daily to study God’s Word
and to pray to Him? (Acts 1:17; 1 The. 5:17-18).
4. Do I attend all services of the church
including Bible classes and do I arrive on time?
(Heb. 10:24-31).
5. Do I give generously on the first day of
each week? (1 Cor. 16:1-2).
6. Do I use the talent I have to glorify God?
(Mat. 25:14-30).
7. Do I love God with all my heart, soul,
mind, and strength? (Mat. 22:37-40).
8. Am I involved in doing what needs to be
done or do I just complain about what others do?
(1 Cor. 15:58).
9. Am I serious and sincere? Do I participate

or do I feel good as a spectator? (John 4:23-24).
10. When there is a choice to be made
between some worldly pleasure or service to
Christ do I gladly put the Lord first? (Mat. 6:33).
11. Am I trying to live better than the world?
Dress better? Talk better? Act better? (Mat. 5:1316).
12. Am I always looking for opportunities to
serve others with kind and helpful deeds? (Gal.
6:10).
13. Am I willing to forgive others? (Eph.
4:32).
14. Do I think right, keep right attitudes and
say only upbuilding things? (Phi. 4:8).
15. Do I really want to go to heaven? (Rev.
2:10).
Now is the time to be serious about eternity.
Tomorrow may be too late. Are you ready for the
judgment day?
P.O. Box 551; Greenville, AL 36037

MY PART
God didn’t put me on this earth
To have an easy time.
He put me here to fight a fight;
To hold a battle line.
He put me here to help the weak
And myself to grow strong.
He put me here to lend a hand
And help the world along.
He put me here to say a word
Of encouragement and cheer.
He put me here to sing a song
For someone else to hear.
He didn’t put me here to whine,
Stick out my lips and pout.
He put me here to do His work
And Satan’s evil rout.
He only asks that I do my best
To carry out His plans;
Forget rewards and starry crowns,
And leave all in His hands.
Author Unknown

“Christian Fellowship”
June 13 - 17, 1998
Saturday, June 13
7:00 P.M. What Is Fellowship
8:00 P.M. Fellowship And The Corinthian Church

Noah Hackworth
Curtis Cates

Sunday, June 14
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
2:00 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Mission Work
Obligations Of Christian Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And The Lord’s Supper
Fellowship And The World
How To Treat The Withdrawn
Dinner Break
Guilt By Association
Fellowship And The Restoration Movement

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.
Stanley Ryan
Garry Barnes
Joel Wheeler
Michael Hatcher
Lester Kamp
Randy Mabe

Monday, June 15
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And Giving
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
The Holy Spirit And Fellowship
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Preaching
Fellowship And Error
Open Forum: Fellowship And Error
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 4:1-6
The Future Of Fellowship In The Church

Gary Grizzell
David Brown
Keith Mosher
Mark Mosher
David Brown
Clifford Newell
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 2 John 9-11
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Mark 9:38-41
Lunch Break
Fellowship And Singing
Fellowship And Preachers
Open Forum: Fellowship And Preachers
Dinner Break
The Sermon On The Mount And Fellowship
Withdrawal Of Fellowship

Tim Nichols
David Brown
Toney Smith
Guss Eoff
Bob Berard
Harrell Davidson
Ken Willis

Wednesday, June 17
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
4:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Fellowship And 1 John 1
Unity Movements And Their Lessons For Today
Fellowship And Prayer
Lunch Break
The Value Of Fellowship
May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Open Forum: May One Congregation Withdraw From Another?
Dinner Break
Fellowship And Ephesians 5:11
Why We Cannot Fellowship Denominations

Paul Vaughn
David Brown
Howell Bigham
Buster Dobbs
Dub McClish
Eddie Whitten
Ronnie Hayes
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Lucille
Staples, and Brantley Johnson.

READING/INVITATION
June 17, 1998
Bellview Lectures
June 24, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
June 13-17, 1998–Twenty-third Annual
Bellview Lectures. Theme: Christian
Fellowship. Make plans now to attend.
June 21, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
June 21-26, 1998–Indian Creek Youth
Camp (Teen Week with Jerry Martin).
June 28, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 6, 1998–Kick-off of revised Visitation
Program with a covered-dish dinner.
Look for more details later.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit
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WHY THE EARLY
CHURCH GREW
Garry Stanton
The church was founded by Jesus in Jerusalem
on the first Pentecost after His resurrection. On
that day 3,000 obeyed the gospel and were added
to the church (Acts 2:41, 47). The additions did
not stop there, the church continued to grow with
just a few additions at first and latter with multiples obeying the gospel (Acts 4:4; 5:14; 6:7;
11:21).
It should be the desire of every Christian that
the church would grow today, not only the local
church, but the church worldwide. The church
today needs true growth not just swelling. Swelling takes place when Christians move from one
congregation to another, true growth is when
people are baptized into Christ and are added to
the church by the Lord. Why did the church grow
as it did in the beginning and can the same

growth be realized today? Let’s notice some
reasons why the early church grew.
The early church grew because it fearlessly
preached the Word. Each time the growth of the
church is mentioned, it is mentioned in the
context of gospel preaching (Acts 2:41; 4:1-4;
5:42-6:1; 6:2-4, 7; 11:19-21). Christians back
then even prayed that the gospel would be
preached with much boldness (Acts 4:19, 31).
Today men tend to minimize the importance of
gospel preaching, they do not pray for it to be
preached with much boldness but that it will be
watered down to the point of non-effect. Such is
not what God intended “it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).
The early church grew because Christians
unselfishly shared their material goods. They
were liberal in their giving. “And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they

had all things common” (Acts 4:32). “Neither
was there any among them that lacked: for as
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold
them, and brought the prices of the things that
were sold, And laid them down at the apostles'
feet: and distribution was made unto every man
according as he had need” (Acts 4:34-35). You
just know that the benevolent attitude of early
Christians toward their brethren influenced others
to learn about Christianity!
The early church grew because it did not
tolerate sin. Discipline had to be brought against
brother Ananias and sister Sapphira in Acts 5.
Did this case of discipline help or hamper the
growth of the church? We read that “And great
fear came upon all the church, and upon as many
as heard these things...And believers were the
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men
and women” (Acts 5:11, 14). Church discipline is
not a hindrance to church growth! A church is not
going to grow scripturally when it has adulterers
who do not repent, soldiers who walk disorderly,
and members who do not abide in the doctrine of
Christ! The early church grew because it would
not tolerate sin.
The church will never again grow as it did in
the first century as long as Christians are not
living and preaching the Word. We must surely
follow the wonderful example of the early
church.
2707 Mt. Holly Rd.; Camden, AR 71701

YE ARE THE SALT
OF THE EARTH
James Gravelle
Many times in the Bible, we find verses that
break down into wonderful outlines. Matthew
5:13 is such. In this verse we find: (1) a description to appreciate, (2) a danger to avoid, and (3) a
destiny to abhor. Jesus figuratively describes
those that would become Christians as, “Ye are

the salt of the earth.” We think these days on the
problems of too much salt in our diets, however,
we could not live without salt. When thought
about carefully, salt has some very striking
characteristics.
(1) Salt works at the expense of itself. Paul is
a perfect example of the Christian who is willing
to use his life in service to God. “I will very
gladly spend and be spent for you” (2 Cor.
12:15). (2) Salt preserves. Meats are salted to
preserve them. The strength of our nation is
founded in Christian influence. “Blessed is the
nation whose God is the LORD” (Psa. 33:12).
Christians are to take the gospel into the world
exerting preserving and saving influence. (3) Salt
also purifies. Salt provokes healing and removes
impurities. The conversation is often changed
from obscene to pure upon the appearance of a
Christian. (4) Salt creates thirst. We have a need
to create a spiritual thirst in others (Mat. 5:6). (5)
Salt is penetrating. Placed in food, salt penetrates
and influences the whole. Christians placed in the
world must do likewise (Acts 8:4; Col. 1:23). (6)
Salt speaks for itself. Taste it and you know that
it is salt. A Christian should not have to wear a
placard saying, “I’M A CHRISTIAN.” Christians
should be known by their words and deeds (Acts
4:13). (7) The presence of salt makes a difference. The presence or absence of salt spells the
difference between palatable food and tasteless
food. The presence of Jesus always made a
difference.
There is also a danger to avoid, “but if the salt
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be
salted?” Here, Jesus clearly teaches that a child of
God can fall from grace and be eternally lost.
Note some other references which teach the same:
(1) a branch may become fruitless (John 15:1-7),
(2) a sheep may stray (Luke 15:1-7), (3) a son
may depart (Luke 15:11-32). Jesus clearly taught
that one may apostatize or reject God. One also
can slowly stray away from God not realizing he
is again lost. Warnings are plentiful teaching

Christians how they should live in this present
world. In James 4:4, we read, “know ye not that
the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world
is the enemy of God.” And in Romans 12:2, Paul
writes, “be not conformed to this world.”
Finally, we see in Matthew 5:13 a destiny to
abhor, “it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.”
Even a person who has at one time been a faithful
Christian may reach the point that he is worthless,
without any value to God whatsoever. A person
at this point of life is in grave danger and if he
goes to the judgment in such a state, he has
nothing to look forward to but destruction (Heb.
10:26-27). Those who are Christians must make
continual efforts to maintain their identity.
To those who continue to live faithfully as
Christians, Jesus makes a wonderful promise, “be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
Copied

THINGS YOU
SHOULD DO
(To Make The Church Stronger!)
Every child of God should want the church to
be strong in the faith. As individuals, we are
charged to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet.
3:18). We can read in Acts how that the original
congregations “increased in number daily” (Acts
16:5). One goal of every Christian, without
exception, should be to help the church grow!
Listed below are some things you can do to help
the church here become stronger in the faith, and
larger in number too.
You should pray...
...Consistently (1 The. 5:17).
...Boldly (Heb. 4:16).
...for Forgiveness of our sins (Acts 8:22-24).
...for Each other (Phi. 1:9).

...for the Lost (Rom. 10:1).
...for our Elders, Deacons, Bible class
teachers, wives, husbands, each member, and all
others (1 Tim. 2:1).
You should study...
...to increase your Faith (Rom. 10:17).
...to gain God’s Approval (2 Tim. 2:15).
...to “prove” (test) all things (1 The. 5:21).
...to keep from Falling Away (1 Cor. 10:11).
...in Bible classes and sermons (Heb. 10:2425).
...Daily (Acts 17:11).
You should show whose “side” you are on...
...by Attending all the services of the church
(Heb. 10:25).
...by Speaking our for gospel truth, and
against sin (1 Pet. 4:11; 2 Sam. 12:1-7).
...by Correcting brethren who err (Gal. 6:1;
Jam. 5:19).
...by Refraining from this world’s wicked
values (Rom. 12:1-2; 1 John 2:15-17).
You should teach...
...your Family (Eph. 6:4; Tit. 2:4-6).
...the Lost, how to be saved (Mat. 28:19-20).
...your Brothers and Sisters, so they may stay
saved (2 Tim. 2:2).
You should invite...
...your neighbors, friends, co-workers to:
attend Bible study and worship with you,
study the Bible with you in their homes,
attend VBS, gospel meetings,
lectures, etc., with you.
...unfaithful saints to come home (2 The. 3:1415).
Author Unknown

Happiness comes when we
stop wailing about the troubles
we have, and offer thanks for
all the troubles we don’t have.
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Lucille
Staples, and Paulette Born.

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Karen Hatcher and her family in the death
of her grandmother, Nellie Owens, on June
10, 1998. Please keep them in your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
June 24, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Paul Brantley
July 1, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Jeremy Caine

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
June 21, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
June 21-26, 1998–Indian Creek Youth
Camp (Teen Week with Jerry Martin).
June 28, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 6, 1998–Kick-off of revised Visitation
Program with a covered-dish dinner.
Look for more details later.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.
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I DON’T HAVE TIME
Haggai 1:2-4
Jimmy Clark
“Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,
This people say, The time is not come, the time
that the LORD’S house should be built. Then came
the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet,
saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your
cieled houses, and this house lie waste?” (Hag.
1:2-4). The Lord was revealing through the words
of the prophet the real attitude of the people who
had become lax in their thinking about what was
really important. Those who returned from the
captivity did not think it was time to do the work
of the Lord while they had already built for
themselves houses to dwell in and had already
occupied them. Their excuses are much like what
is said today as far as not doing as one should.
People talk about how busy they are and how that
they must have time to do this or that all the

while letting the spiritual development of life
suffer. Consider some areas of neglect that are
prevalent today.
1. No Time For Study. The pace of life in
the twentieth century is furiously fast. The ability
to have access to massive amounts of information
through computers and libraries is mind boggling.
People read periodicals and books on how to
improve themselves physically, financially,
emotionally, socially, etc., believing that the right
resource will make them successful and satisfied.
Little do the masses realize that the Bible is the
key to living. Jesus said, “It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mat. 4:4).
Paul wrote to Timothy, “But continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned
them; And that from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:14-17).
It is amazing to compare the knowledge that
people have of things that are only of a temporal
nature in contrast to their knowledge of things
eternal. People speak of not having time to study
because of the daily tasks of life that must be
done constantly. People talk of having no time to
study because they must study for their jobs or
educational pursuits. People talk of not having
time to study because that is the job of the
preacher/Bible class teacher; which really means
that they put more trust in men to give them the
knowledge than to dig it out for themselves. Even
some who espouse this belief do not take
advantage of the opportunities to learn in classes
and sermons not to mention the fact that men can
teach things that are wrong. It is essential that all
be like those in the first century who “searched
the scriptures daily, whether those things were
so” (Acts 17:11). Man cannot afford not to study.
2. No Time For Supplications. Coupled with
time within the pages of the Scriptures is time in
prayer. Those who have a close relationship with
God have such because they have spent time
learning through His Word and leaning upon Him
through prayer and perseverance. How many
people have confined timed in prayer to simply
giving thanks for the food that one is about to
eat? How many people are so busy with
schedules and deadlines that even giving of
thanks for that power lunch is absent? How many
people are so tired at the end of the day that when
they lay their heads down on their pillows they
can only think of sleep? How many people are so
frustrated because of various situations of the day
that did not go well that time with God has been
replaced with anger and bitterness and the desire
to be left alone? Man robs himself when prayer is
absent. “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Phi. 4:6-7). Man cannot afford not to seek
the living God through prayer and supplication.
3. No Time For The Services. There is likely
no congregation that is without its share of
members who habitually miss the services of the
church due to the belief that they must use that
time in some other way. Statements like “I just do
not get anything out of the services there” and “I
have worked all week to get to the weekend so
that I can have time for myself and family before
I have to start a new week of work” and
“churches are so full of hypocrites that I can
worship the Lord in a much better frame of mind
without being around such.” Even consider the
person who would choose to work where it would
conflict with the times of the services in order to
gain more income; e.g., time and a half on the
weekend. Is that increased income to be used for
the benefits of the kingdom of God? How much
like those of Haggai’s day are some today? Jesus
said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship him” (John 4:23). Man cannot afford to
willingly miss the services of the local
congregation.
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WEAK MEMBERS
IDENTIFIED
Gayle Oler
Ideally, every member of the church ought to
be a strong Christian. Actually, however, some
are mighty weak and sickly in spiritual pursuits of
life. It is one thing for stronger members to
attempt to restore the wayward and the
indifferent—and altogether another matter for

weaker members to accept the admonition and
exhortations. Often when one cares enough to put
out the effort to restore the erring, the very ones
who ought to be grateful for such concern have
too much pride to be humble enough to say: “I
have sinned and will now return to the Lord and
His church.” What can weak brethren do when
confronted with truth? What reactions can one
observe when backsliders are exhorted,
admonished, and rebuked (2 Tim. 4:2-3)? Let us
carefully list the popular responses:
1. I’ll Pout Awhile. One preacher suggested
that every building should have a “cry-room” for
little babies and a “pout-room” for big babies!
Some folks have never learned that Hebrews 3:13
tells us to exhort one another daily. Frankly,
some brethren do not have enough character to
receive admonition. A good reading of 2 Peter
1:12 might help us realize the importance of daily
reminders!
2. I’ll Go Somewhere Else. Instead of
confessing, honestly and openly, the sin of
indifference, quite a number of folk just transfer
membership to another congregation. This form
of escapism will never improve one’s spirituality.
It is, in fact, a substitute and “an easy out” for
courage and honesty toward God!
3. I’ll Blame My Weakness On Others.
“Look what you made me do” should be one
childish, immature expression that adults leave
far behind. Since “every one of us shall give
account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12), we
ought to be sincere and intelligent enough to take
heed to ourselves and honestly admit wherein we
have sinned. Many a preacher has been blamed
for hard preaching when the real problem was
soft living!
4. We All Have Our Faults. But, two wrongs
do not make a right, and no one is entitled to a
single sin or weakness. Some folks labor under
the faulty impression that each one is due a
special sin, and that we can even cultivate it. The

hellish doctrine becomes a sort of “way out” that
tends to nullify church discipline as commanded
in at least five places in the New Testament. One
does not have to be perfect to exhort the
imperfect. The Bible tells us to assist one
another—imperfect though we be—to a closer
walk with God!
Copied

THE CHURCH
THAT DIED
There was a man who lived during the last
half of the 20th century. He had a new house, two
cars, a shiny boat in his garage, and a wide-screen
TV and a digital VCR in his den. His family was
healthy. His custom was when he was in town,
when the fish were not biting, when he was not at
the golf course, when he had no company, and
when he had nothing else to do—was to go to
church. When he went, he spent his time
deploring the decaying state of the church. The
Sunday School attendance was low, the
congregation small, the offering poor and the
preacher discouraged. “They ought to do better,”
he said, “What do they think Christianity is all
about, anyway?”
According to the way of the world, this man’s
children soon grew up.
They did not go to church. The reason, their
father insisted, was that the church members had
not kindled an interest in the children.
Eventually, the man’s health failed. One day
he noticed that the people down at church hadn’t
visited him. He went to the hospital and they still
did not come to see him. And, lo, he was angry.
“Where is the church?” he demanded. “Oh,”
somebody said, “didn’t you know? That church
went out of business several years ago?” “Oh,” he
cried, “they should have never let it die!”
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Lucille
Staples, and Paulette Born.

READING/INVITATION
July 1, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Jeremy Caine
July 8, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
June 28, 1998–Elders/Deacon’s meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 5-10, 1998–Indian Creek Youth Camp
with Ronnie Hayes.
July 6, 1998–Kick-off of revised Visitation
Program with a covered-dish dinner at
6:00 P.M. in the general purpose
building. The Visitation Program will be
presented afterwards.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit
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MAKE CONTACT
FOR CHRIST!
Bill Crowe
It is time to initiate a new program...which is
not really a new program. It is simply a
restructuring of the existing program that we
already have. It is a firming up and tightening up
of a good system to make it into a better system.
Jesus said in Matthew 25:35-40, “For I was an
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took
me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and
ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto
me.” In verses 34 and 46 of the same chapter,
Jesus said that the ones who do these things shall
“inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world...the righteous [shall go]
into life eternal.”
Jesus likewise said in Matthew 25:42-45, “For
I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was

thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger,
and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me
not...Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of
the least of these, ye did it not to me.” In verses
41-46 of the same chapter Jesus said to those who
do not do these things: “Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels...And these shall go away
into everlasting punishment.”
We must rejuvenate our Zone members and
instill in each one of us a “Burning Desire” to not
only “Win Souls To Christ,” but to “Keep Souls
Strong In The Faith.” We must do our utmost to
do all withing our power to do all we can to save
the souls of others. Thus, we will maintain our
own salvation and gain the “crown of life”
promised to the ones that are faithful unto death
as recorded in Revelation 2:10.
What then can we do as concerned Christians?

1. We should all know every member in our
Zone. This includes both the fellow Christians
and also every other member of their earthly
family.
2. Observe when anyone is not present at one
of the regular services or one of the authorized
functions.
3. Make “CONTACT” with the one that is
missing and find out if they are physically or
spiritually sick, working, out of town, or what
ever the reason.
4. Keep appraised of any sick or needy in the
congregation.
5. Offer help to the one you “CONTACT” in
any way that it is possible for you to do so.
6. We should make “CONTACT” with a
brother or sister in Christ or a potential
Christian...EACH AND EVERY WEEK by one
of the following ways:
a. PERSONAL VISIT
b. TELEPHONE CALLS
c. LETTER
d. NOTE
e. CARD
7. Inform your Zone leader every Sunday who
you made “CONTACT” with during the previous
week.
8. Inform your Zone leader immediately when
you discover someone in need, what you have
done about it, and what still needs to be done.
Matthew 3:10 states that “the axe is laid unto
the root of the trees: therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and
cast into the fire.”
Christ said in Matthew 7:16 and 20, “Ye shall

know them by their fruits.” This is also recorded
in Matthew 12:33. Christ said in John 15:2 that
“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”
Verse 8 of the same chapter states “Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall
ye be my disciples.”
We all have jobs, either in the home, out of
the home, or a combination of both. We have
families and loved ones to care for. We can
always come up with what we consider to be a
very good reason for not having the time to make
“CONTACT” with others. Is it really a reason or
just an excuse?
Let us not forget that we are also in the family
of Christians. No one can do it for us. We have to
make “CONTACT” ourselves. Let us all REE S TA B L I S H O U R P R I O R I T I E S , A N D
“REALLY CARE” for our brothers and sisters in
Christ, and also our potential brothers and sisters.
Let us all try our best to make contact—some
way—to someone each week—or even more
often.
This letter is to all members in our Zone,
especially the leader. Pray for the success of our
work, so that we may grow in spirit and truth, and
the Lord’s work in this congregation will be
blessed.
(Editor’s Note: This was written by one of our
Visitation Group Leaders. We commend it to you
with a hearty, “Amen.”) (Reprinted from The
Beacon, August 24, 1989)
5736 Ventura Lane; Pensacola, FL 32526

Visitation Program Kick-Off
Monday, July 6, 1998 at 6:00 P.M.
Covered-dish meal in the general purpose building.
After the meal the Visitation Program will be presented.
Make plans now to attend.

ARE YOU MANNING
YOUR STATION?
Eldred Stevens
The burial detail at Bataan found this poem on
a 19-year old lad from Indiana who lost his life in
a bloody battle:
And if our lines should say and break,
Because of the things you failed to make,
That extra tank, that ship, that plane,
For which we waited all in vain;
Will you then come to take the blame?
For we, not you, must pay the cost,
Of battles you, not we, have lost.

This is a burning indictment of industrial
absenteeism and how right was that lad! At
Bataan many lives were lost for the failure on the
home front.
But we are concerned with the Army of the
Lord. Around us, millions die without hope
because we do not finish the means of their
salvation. We haphazardly study God’s Word.
We miss Bible study and worship. We halfheartedly work at our jobs. We give too little. Our
vision is limited. And this neglect, this
absenteeism, this idleness, causes a dark blot on
the church. It is the taproot to almost every
weakness and failure. The “world at its worst
needs the church at its best.” Let’s all pitch in and
do our part!
Copied

WHAT DO I OWE MY
CONGREGATION?
I owe it my loyalty. I must help carry out
every good work it undertakes. I should help
other congregations in special efforts, but I
should not neglect my home congregation.
I owe it my dependability. I am depending
on it for many things it does in my behalf. It is
not fair and right for me to depend on it and not
be such that it cannot depend on me. I must fully

keep faith.
I owe it my financial support. It takes money
to operate the church and preach the gospel. I am
responsible to the Lord to give as He has
prospered me. My home congregation has first
call on my financial ability, for if the members of
the church do not support the work of the home
congregation, it will not be supported. The
expenses go on whether I am there or not, so I
should make up my contributions when absent.
I owe it my presence. If everyone stayed
home there would be no church services. I am
responsible as anyone to attend all of its services.
I must not be a parasite.
I owe it the influence of a godly life. The life
I live either helps others to obey the gospel or
makes it harder for them. How I live effects the
work of the church and the salvation of the lost.
I should live in such a way that my life will be a
blessing to others.
Author Unknown

HE DID WHAT
HE COULD
A man raised as an illiterate orphan,
worshiped in a rural congregation many years
ago. Because of poverty and neglect, he learned
basic reading and writing only after marrying a
fine woman who taught him. His speech was full
of colloquialism and strange expressions. People
laughed whenever he spoke. Yet without
hesitation or embarrassment he would lead a
public prayer when called upon. He could pray:
“Lord God, we air shore much obliged to yu.
Yoou been a sight better to us than we has
acomin...” So earnestly, adoringly, and so
believingly that few eyes in the audience would
be dry when he finished. He said, “what iff’n men
do laugh? God an’t laffin. He listens to your
heart, not your mouth. An my heart talks to Him
as plain as anybody’s.”
Copied
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Lucille
Staples, Paulette Born, and Ray Foshee.

READING/INVITATION
July 8, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Bill Crowe
July 15, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Ray Dodd

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
July 6, 1998–Kick-off of revised Visitation
Program with a covered-dish dinner at
6:00 P.M. in the general purpose
building. The Visitation Program will be
presented afterwards.
July 12, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
July 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit
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ARE YOU SELLING
YOUR SOUL ON THE
INSTALLMENT PLAN?
AHAB MORTGAGED
HIS SOUL
Franklin Camp
“And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found
me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have
found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to
work evil in the sight of the L ORD” (1 Kin.
21:20). While the title of this article sounds
repulsive, it is a grave possibility. When we first
think of the question, we feel that no one would
be foolish enough to sell his soul. If someone had
asked Ahab early in life if he would sell his soul,
he, no doubt, would have said no. But Elijah told
him that he had sold his soul. We may do as Ahab

did.
DOWN PAYMENT—MARRIAGE
Ahab took out the first mortgage on his soul
when he married. “But there was none like unto
Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness
in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife
stirred up” (1 Kin. 21:25). “And it came to pass,
as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he
took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king
of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and
worshipped him” (1 Kin. 16:31). These verses tell
the story of how he mortgaged his soul when he
married Jezebel.
SECOND PAYMENT—COMPROMISE
The first down payment on his mortgage of
his soul after he married was the compromise of
his religion. The same verse that tells of his
marriage, tells us that he served and worshipped
Baal. No, he did not pretend to completely reject
God, he tried to please his wife by recognizing
Baal along with God, but Ahab could not worship

both. He was in the position now of having to
choose between his wife and his God. This is a
lesson we need to write deep into the hearts of
our young people. While it is not always true that
marrying one that is not a Christian leads to the
selling of the soul, it happens too many times. I
can point out many instances where husbands and
wives are making the second installment on their
mortgages by trying to compromise essential
truths of Christianity. Let Ahab speak from the
past and warn against the danger of mortgaging
your soul in marrying.
THIRD PAYMENT
Ahab’s next installment in selling his soul was
a piece of land. “And Ahab spake unto Naboth,
saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it
for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my
house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard
than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee
the worth of it in money. And Naboth said to
Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I should give
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And
Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased
because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite
had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give
thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid
him down upon his bed, and turned away his
face, and would eat no bread” (1 Kin. 21:2-4). It
is in reference to this incident that the prophet
reminds Ahab that he had sold his soul.
Ahab was not the last one to sell his soul for
material things. Judas sold his soul for thirty
pieces of silver (Mat. 27:3). The rich, young ruler
sold his soul for his possessions (Mark 10:17-22).
Ananias and Sapphira sold their souls for money
also (Acts 5:1-5). The rich man in Luke 12 sold
his soul for his crops and more and bigger barns.
The rich man in Luke 16 sold his soul for high
living while he ignored a hungry man at his gate.
These are but a few of the examples in the
Bible of people selling their souls for land,
houses and money. Multitudes today are doing

the same thing. There are those that know what
they ought to do to become a Christian, but refuse
to do so because it would cost them money. Many
in the church are neglecting their souls because of
trying to maintain a standard of living that
requires all of their time. Some in the church can
barely spare the Lord an hour on Sunday morning
because of the demands of material standards of
this age. Our lives are so full of things involved
in gaining a living that we have no time to do
personal work, or visit the sick, or seek out and
help those that are in need. We are like the
excuse-makers in the day of Christ; we have no
time for the Lord’s invitation to enjoy spiritual
things because we have oxen or lands to see
about. Brethren, THINK ON THESE THINGS!
Deceased

POWER OF A SEED
A lotus seed was recently discovered in
Manchuria and planted in a culture dish. Carbon
14 tests indicated this seed was implanted in a
crust for 3,000 years. Scientists wondered if it
would grow. It did, and there are lotus blossoms
in Washington D. C. today as they were pictured
in a recent issue of Reader’s Digest.
Consider the life-giving power which was
dormant for 3,000 years. Can the God who kept
that power in the lotus seed not keep the power in
the seed of the Kingdom (Luke 8:11)? The gospel
is the power of God unto salvation. The mission
of the church is to sow this powerful seed. It will
still reproduce “only after its kind.”
Author Unknown

“Duty makes us do things well,
but love makes us do them
beautifully.”

Family Bible School
“Great Bible Examples”
July 20 - 24
7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
It’s time for Family Bible School with the
Bellview Church of Christ!
We have a great Bible School each year because you
come to be with us.
So, we’re looking for you this year too.
Lots of Singing!
Bible Classes for All Ages!
A Great Time Always!

CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
Monday — Abraham: Great Example Of Faith
Tuesday — Joseph: Great Example Of Forgiveness
Wednesday — Moses: Great Example Of Leadership
Thursday — Great Example Of Courage
Friday — Jesus, Our Perfect Example
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Ruth Branson, Paulette
Born, Ray Foshee, and Ella Hammac.

BAPTIZED
Brantley Johnson was baptized into
Christ on July 5, 1998. Please keep him in
your prayers and help him any way you
can.

READING/INVITATION
July 15, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Ray Dodd
July 22, 1998
Family Bible School

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
July 12, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
July 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat
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THE NEW
TESTAMENT CHURCH
Dub McClish
If the church as God planned it and Christ
built it is to exist in any age, there are certain
principles to which men must be committed. As
surely as any of these principles are abandoned,
so surely will the New Testament church cease to
exist. Consider these necessary principles:
1. A Commitment to the Absolute
Authority of Christ. His authority is emphasized
each time the New Testament calls Him Lord. His
miracles were for the purpose of establishing His
Divine authority and identity (John 20:30-31).
This commitment includes the recognition that
the church belongs to Him, and He alone has the
right to determine every feature of it. Until all
men who claim to follow Christ allow Him alone
to be the head of the church, religious confusion
will reign.

2. A Commitment to the New Testament as
the Final Authority in Religion. Christ expresses His authority through the New Testament
alone. No alleged latter-day revelations (e.g., The
Book of Mormon) nor prophets (e.g., Joseph
Smith) can be accepted by people who are serious
about the New Testament church. It is inspired
history and is necessary for our understanding of
God and His plan of redemption through His Son.
However, the Law of Moses was no more given
to govern men since the cross than was the law of
Christ (the gospel) given to govern men before
the cross (Col. 2:14).
3. A Commitment to the New Testament
Plan of Salvation. The only plan of salvation in
the world is the one made possible by the cross
and revealed in the New Testament. It is a plan of
grace and faith, but not grace and faith only. It
requires man’s response of repentance,
confession, immersion in water, and living a
faithful Christian life. Baptism either is or is not
necessary for salvation—it cannot be both. The

New Testament says it is necessary (Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:21).
4. A Commitment to the Identity of the New
Testament Church. He built according to His
own wise plan. He prescribed its terms of
entrance, its designations, its worship, its works,
and how it is to be organized and financed. If the
identity of the church is unimportant, why is
anything about it important?
5. A Commitment to Proclaiming the
Gospel as the Foremost Task of the Church.
Jesus had one great work and purpose—to seek
and save the lost (Luke 19:10). Such is likewise
the compelling cause of His church (1 Tim. 3:15).
908 Imperial Drive; Denton, TX 76201

SOLOMON SPEAKS
TO YOUNG PEOPLE

world owes me nothing and will give me things
I do not need.
6. I wish I had known before age 21 that my
parents’ advice and interest in me was of greater
quality than I could find elsewhere.
7. I wish I had known before age 21 that it is
better to get a good education than to compete
with those who have one.
8. I wish I had known before age 21 that there
is no substitute for genuineness, whether it be in
religion, friendship, or in work.
9. I wish I had known before age 21 the value
of mature Christian friends.
10. I wish I had known before age 21 that
whatever I sow, I shall reap.
11. I wish that I had known before age 21 that
the only life worth living is living for God.
517 Gaylord Rd; Dresden, TN 38225

Toney L. Smith
Youth is a great time of life. It is a time when
young people need to sit down and evaluate their
lives and learn certain basic and fundamental
principles. The most essential of all is to
remember God, love Him with all your heart and
live your life for Him (Mat. 22:37). There are
some practical things that young people need to
observe and accept. Here are Some Things I
Wish I Had Known Before Age 21.
1. I wish I had known before age 21 what I
was going to do for a living, what my life’s work
would be.
2. I wish I had known before age 21 that
habits are so easy to form and so hard to reform,
especially after 21.
3. I wish I had known before age 21 that
anything worth doing is worth doing well, and
that this takes time, patience, and work.
4. I wish I had known before age 21 the great
value of being neatly and sensibly dressed.
5. I wish I had known before age 21 that the

WE AT BELLVIEW
CHURCH OF CHRIST
MISS YOU:
RUTH (DAVIS) BRANSON
October 12, 1922 - July 13, 1998
We are indeed saddened by the death of
our sister in Christ. A native of Simpson,
Louisiana, she has resided in the Pensacola
area for 38 years.
We at Bellview Church of Christ shall
remember her as the lady with the pleasing
personality and a smile for everyone. Kindness was a hall-mark of her persona.
We extend sincere sympathy to her two
daughters, Debbie and Kim and her son
Jerry, as well as a brother, Norman and a
sister, Leslie.

Family Bible School
“Great Bible Examples”
July 20 - 24
7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
It’s time for Family Bible School with the
Bellview Church of Christ!
We have a great Bible School each year because you
come to be with us.
So, we’re looking for you this year too.
Lots of Singing!
Bible Classes for All Ages!
A Great Time Always!

CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
Monday — Abraham: Great Example Of Faith
Tuesday — Joseph: Great Example Of Forgiveness
Wednesday — Moses: Great Example Of Leadership
Thursday — Great Example Of Courage
Friday — Jesus, Our Perfect Example
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Paulette Born, Ray
Foshee, and Ida Childs (Iris Gallaher’s
sister-in-law).

READING/INVITATION
July 22, 1998
Family Bible School
July 29, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

July 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ,
Milton, FL, will teach the adult class.
Put these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat

NEW ARRIVAL
Louis and Jane Herrington are the proud
grandparents of Jadin Brent Lundy, born on
July 12, 1998, to Damon and Vaydra Lundy
of Phenix City, Alabama. Jadin’s aunt and
uncle are Vanessa and Tony Liddell. Our
congratulations is extended to all.
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WHAT CAN WOMEN
DO IN THE CHURCH?
Roger Johnson
In recent years various religious groups have
devoted a great deal of attention to the role of
women. The controversy has centered around
their function as leaders. The growing debate is
an important one for a variety of reasons. On a
broad scale, it deals with a large segment of the
world’s population. Individually, it touches our
emotions deeply. Theologically, it raises some
profound questions about the relation of the Bible
and culture. Some religious groups have responded by placing women on their governing
boards or selected them as preachers and priests.
Without being disrespectful to women or the
convictions of some in this current debate, we
affirm that the Bible does not teach that women
are to occupy a position that places them in
authority over men (1 Tim. 2:8-15). Culture is not

to be placed on a higher level of authority than
biblical revelation. This is no reflection on the
abilities, intelligence, or spirituality of women;
simply a recognition of the role assigned to them
in God’s Word.
Rather than utilize a great deal of space
discussing what women cannot do, consideration
needs to be given to some invaluable
contributions which women have made, and
continue to make, to the Lord’s work. For
example, Paul urged the Philippian congregation
to help two women, Euodia and Syntyche, who
had labored with him in the gospel (Phi. 4:2-3).
Phoebe, whom Paul mentioned in Romans 16:12, was “a servant of the church that is at
Cenchreae.” Her work was rather extensive as
Paul mentioned that “she herself also hath been a
helper of many, and of mine own self.” Dorcas,
who lived in Joppa, was another woman who
“was full of good works and almsdeeds” (Acts
9:36). She evidently endeared herself to widows
in the church as she looked after some of their

needs (Acts 9:39).
In like manner, cannot women serve Christ
today in ways which are in harmony with their
ability, training, and opportunity without
violating biblical teaching? Wouldn’t she be just
as invaluable to the church and beneficial to the
cause of Christ? Since the beginning of the
Lord’s church on Pentecost (Acts 2), women have
served magnificently in behalf of the Lord’s
cause. In fact, some have been, and still are,
financially supported by the church. They are not
public preachers of the gospel for such is
forbidden by God (1 Cor. 14:34), but they are
effective servants of Jesus. Thank God for every
woman who faithfully serves Jesus today. There
are many devoted women in the church who
sacrificially serve the Lord in a marvelous way.
Without their service of love, no local congregation could be as effective. Deep gratitude is
expressed to every one of them.
Copied

WHAT WILL WE DO?
Jess Whitlock
“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark
16:15-16).
The Bible teaches that the world heard the
gospel message in a little less than 30 years time.
Let me suggest that if each Christian would teach
one he meets, we could win multiplied millions
of the world for Christ: at least give every person
a chance to hear the gospel once. I recently saw
statistics showing how we could convert over
f o u r b i l l i o n p e o p l e t o N e w Te s t a me n t
Christianity. All that is necessary is your
willingness to win one soul to Christ each year
for the next 33 years. The figures are based on the
assumption that you are the only Christian living

on the face of the earth. Now consider the
information below.
Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Converts
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . You
2 ................................ 2
3 ................................ 4
4 ................................ 8
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,024
12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,048
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,096
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,182
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,384
16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,768
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,536
18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131,072
19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262,144
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 524,288
21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,048,576
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,097,152
23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,194,304
24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,388,608
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,777,210
27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67,108,864
28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134,217,728
29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268,435,456
30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 536,870,912
31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,073,741,824
32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,147,483,648
33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,294,967,296
Staggers the imagination! Boggles the mind,
doesn’t it? If every child of God would win just
one soul each year, these figures would become
a reality! Remember each number represents a
soul. Of course, we know there will be all kinds

of objections, most of them simply excuses for
not doing what we know we ought to be doing.
Get your Bible and read James 4:17—do it
now!...
The only reasons the plan will not work is due
to the failure of just one believer winning one
soul to Christ each year. Or, that some will refuse
to obey the gospel. That shatters the hope of
success. Really, is it asking too much? We are not
asking you to win 500, 50, 12, 5, or 2—just one
soul. One soul a year for the next 33 years, what
a way to start an exciting adventure. It can be
done; let it begin right here in our community!!
Let it begin with you—four billion
believers—think about it.
809 East Pershing Drive; Ardmore, OK 73401

SHE KNEW TOO
MUCH BIBLE
A little girl, being asked by a priest to attend
religious instructions, refused, saying it was
against her father’s wishes. The priest said she
should obey him, not her father. “Oh Sir! We are

taught in the Bible to ‘Honor thy father and thy
mother,’” she replied. “But you are to call me
Father,” was his answer, to which she replied,
“No, for the scriptures say, ‘Call no man your
father upon the earth for one is your father, which
is in heaven.’”
The priest was not anxious to lose a religious
discussion to one so young, and he said, “You
have no business reading the Bible.” “Then why
did Jesus tell me to ‘Search the Scriptures’?” she
asked. He replied by saying, “But that is only to
the clergy. You understand that a little child
cannot know the Scriptures.” “Then why,” she
asked, “did Paul write to Timothy, ‘From a child
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures’?”
Surely there was some way to get the best of
this young upstart. Said the priest, “Timothy was
bing trained to be a bishop and he was taught by
the church authorities.” “No sir,” said the little
girl. “He was taught by his mother and
grandmother. At least that’s what Paul wrote.”
The priest turned away and someone said they
heard him mumbling something about “She knew
enough Bible to poison a whole parish.”
Author Unknown

LIBRARY BOOKS
AVAILABLE FOR CHECKOUT
The library has recently added several new books for members of the congregation to check out. Those books are: Studies in the Life of Christ by R. C. Foster;
Concise Bible Atlas by J. Carl Laney; The Existence and Attributes of God by
Stephen Charnock; Living on the Plus Side by Leroy Brownlow; I Almost Murdered This Child...By
Abortion by Mary Alice McLeod with Cliff Dudley; Wind of Doctrine: Debate on Salvation
Conditional or Unconditional? between J. L. Davidson, church of Christ and Hulan F. Bass, Primitive
Baptist; Greatest Questions in the Old Testament by Leroy Brownlow; Greatest Questions in the New
Testament by Leroy Brownlow; Making the Most of Life by Leroy Brownlow; Rejoice and Weep:
Wedding Ceremonies and Funeral Sermons by Memphis School of Preaching Alumni Association;
Notes on the Book of Hebrews by Paul Vaughn; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Bible Commentary on the
Old and New Testaments (3 volumes); and two copies of the video set on Science and Nature by Bert
Thompson.
If you are interested in any of these books or any of the others in the library please see the librarian
(secretary) to check them out.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Paulette Born, Ray
Foshee, Ida Childs (Iris Gallaher’s sister-inlaw), and Harry Schmitz (Debra Mowery’s
friend) has been diagnosed with terminal
cancer.

RESTORED
Diana McDaniels was restored on July
19, 1998. Please keep Diana in your prayers
and help her any way you can.

READING/INVITATION
July 29, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee
August 5, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Bill Gallaher

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
July 20-24, 1998–Family Bible School at
7:00 - 8:30 P.M. Classes for cradle roll
through adults. Mike Mefford, minister
at West Milton Church of Christ, Milton, FL, will teach the adult class. Put
these dates on your calendar. Make
plans to attend and bring someone with
you.
July 27, 1998–Visitation Group 2, at 7:00
P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat
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IF I WERE SATAN
Gary W. Summers
All throughout the Old Testament Satan did
everything within his power to prevent God from
redeeming mankind. Through his influence man
became so corrupted that God destroyed the
world—except for eight souls. The nation
through whom God chose to bring the Messiah
into the world departed from God time after time.
Even as the Christ was born into this world, Satan
moved Herod to attempt to destroy Him.
But (as always) the devil could not become
victorious against God. The sacrifice for the sins
of all mankind has been paid (1 John 2:2). So
now what can Satan do? He has failed utterly in
preventing God’s overall plan of salvation from
being implemented, but he has not given up the
fight. He is as determined as ever to wreak as
much havoc as he can in the time yet allotted.
Imagine what it must have been like to be
Satan on the morning of the resurrection. First of

all, the victory celebration was cut short. Next,
the devil had to consider the implications of the
resurrection. Jesus was dead but is now
alive—forevermore (according to Rev. 1:18). He
also has the keys of death and Hades. Every
person that dies can be freed from death by
Jesus—raised up on the last day (John 5:28-29).
What will Satan do—give up? No, he will
continue to fight against God any way that he
can. He will work for the destruction of men’s
souls. He still has all the old techniques that have
worked through the centuries so well on
individuals. There is still the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life to keep
people from obeying the gospel—or to get them
back into the world if they have obeyed (1 John
2:15-17). But, if I were Satan, I would do more
than rely on these things, effective though they
are. If I were the meanest individual in the whole
creation, I would try to deceive those who cared
nothing for evil. What special fiendish delight
would be mine to mislead those who are willing

to forsake the world and turn to God.
Yes, if I were Satan, I would keep sincere
people out of the kingdom of God by perverting
the gospel of Christ. The gospel is defined as the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (in its
most limited sense—1 Cor. 15:1-4). To become
a Christian one must obey that form of doctrine
(Rom. 6:17) by repenting of sin and being buried
with Christ in baptism for the forgiveness of sins
(Rom. 6:3-11; Acts 2:38).
There is, of course, one and only one gospel
(Gal. 1:8-9), but I would introduce various
optional gospels (grace only, works only). I
would try to circumvent every aspect of the
gospel. I would change immersion into sprinkling
(which is not a burial). Sprinkling is so much
more convenient that people will prefer it. In fact
I’ll make it so commonplace that people will
think that immersion is strange.
While I’m at it, let’s start using it (sprinkling)
on babies, too. It seems like a pious thing to
do—especially if I can convince people that they
are born with the guilt of Adam’s sin. They’ll
need to wash that off right away, and they’ll
resent anyone who dares to teach that children
don’t need to be baptized. Resent? Religious
authorities tortured and put to death Anabaptists
such as Michael Sattler, who was accused (among
other things) of teaching that “infant baptism was
not promotive of salvation” on May 17, 1527.
Three days later part of his tongue was cut out.
“Pieces of flesh were cut from his body twice
with red-hot tongs”; later he was pushed into a
fire and burned to death (The Anabaptist Story by
William Estep, pp. 40-47).
Yes, entrench people in falsehood so they will
hate the truth. And while I am at it, it would be a
tremendous oversight not to confuse people about
the purpose of baptism. I must convince them
that baptism is not for the remission of sins
despite Acts 2:38. To get this point across I’ll
invent the phrase “an outward sign of an inward

grace” and suggest hypothetical situations of
someone getting struck by lightning on the creek
bank before being immersed.
Of course, I don’t want to be short-sighted in
this matter. I must also convince them that
repentance means you can continue in sin and
that faith is just a “leap in the dark” instead of
resulting from knowledge and understanding.
If I were Satan, I would change the worship
God has designated. After all, He says He wants
to be worshiped in spirit and in truth (John 4:2324). So, if we can just inject a little error into
worship, that should be sufficient. After all, some
are going to obey the true gospel; we’ve got to
snag them somewhere else. Let’s try to persuade
everyone that they are just observers of the
worship instead of active participants. Then let’s
add instruments of music that were never used in
the New Testament church and remind people
there is no “thou shalt not” against it. That ought
to do it. I think I can convince most everyone to
only incorporate the Lord’s Supper into worship
once a month or so—it’s so time-consuming
anyway. Maybe I can talk some into thinking the
bread and fruit of the vine really are the body and
blood of Christ instead of just representing them.
If I were Satan, I would mix in a number of
strange doctrines, some of which may even
sound a little bit biblical. Sorting out fact from
fiction ought to keep believers busy for a long
time—too busy to do the work they need to do.
If I were Satan, I would alter the structure
of the church so that each congregation is no
longer autonomous. The more dependent they
can become on each other, the faster apostasy can
spread. And while I’m at it, why not suggest a
“pastor” system instead of elders? Everybody will
probably think that’s a scriptural concept despite
Acts 20:28-32 and 1 Timothy 3.
If I were Satan, I would spark problems
between congregations and even sound
individuals. Keep things stirred up; that’s my

motto. Internal strife has some merit; but the
brotherhood-wide hostilities work best. Nobody
will trust anybody. And as in the days of Corinth,
parties can form around personalities and
opinions rather than real biblical issues that
would be a matter of fellowship.
If I were Satan, I would try to discourage
everyone. By constantly reminding them of all
the problems (which I have created), my goal is
to get them to give up on God. If I can just get
Christians to blame Him for all their problems, I
would almost be happy. Now hold on. I’d better
be careful. It’s not time to get delirious yet;
there’s more work to be done.
I must call faithful brethren “sectarian,” Pharisaical, exclusivistic, and judgmental. That way
everyone can draw false conclusions about them,
and their effect can be lessened. I must also create
a desire in the hearts of Christians to belong to
congregations known for love, peace, and
tolerance, in which you can “believe your own
thing.” I absolutely love it when people become
too lazy to think, reason, evaluate, and contend
for what is true (hee hee).
I don’t want God to have any followers left
when I get done implementing all my devices, but
He will. Despite all my best efforts (this really
gripes me!), He will.
312 Pearl Street; Denton, TX 76201

ESTATE PLANNING
Roger Rush
One of the saddest events in the ministry of
Jesus is recorded in Luke 12:13-15. It has to do
with a family disagreement over how the
inheritance was to be divided. One came to Jesus
and made the following request, “Master, speak
to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with
me.” Jesus responded, “Man, who made me a
judge or a divider over you?” Then He warned,
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a

man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth.” To further impress
this truth upon His hearers our Lord told the story
of a certain rich man whose harvest had been so
bountiful that he didn’t have room for it all. He
determined to tear down his barns and build
greater ones. Then he would sit back, take it easy,
eat, drink, and be merry. But such was not to
happen, for that night he died. All that he had was
now left to others. His wealth would do him no
good!
It really isn’t any different today. Many spend
their lives accumulating things, only to die and
leave them behind for others to fight over.
Happiness, joy, peace and contentment aren’t
found in the accumulation of things, they’re the
by-products of living for Christ.
Sadly, most of us have seen this story acted
out too many times in the lives of friends and
associates. Families have been ripped apart as
brothers and sisters fought over who got what.
Homes have been destroyed because mothers and
fathers gave their children every “thing” but
failed to provide a foundation for living centered
around Jesus.
Parents, if you want to leave your children
with something of real value, leave them the
memory of a mother and father faithful to God.
Provide them an example of faith, love, devotion,
and commitment to truth that will live on in their
hearts long after you’re gone. All of the money in
the world can’t equal a lifetime of godly living.
The really valuable estates aren’t measured in
dollars and cents, but in faith, love, and service to
God.
Copied

PSALMS 19:1
“The heavens declare the glory of God;
and the firmament sheweth his handwork.”
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Paulette Born, Ray
Foshee, Dot Dodd, and Ida Childs (Iris
Gallaher’s sister-in-law).

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Karen Diamond and her family in the death
of her father Burl Underwood, on July 25,
1998. Please keep Karen and her family in
your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
August 5, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Bill Gallaher
August 12, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
August 3, 1998–Visitation Group 3, at 7:00
P.M., in the Zone Room.
August 9, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
August 16, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room. 7.
August 31, 1998–Visitation Program gettogether at 6:00 P.M., in the general
purpose building. We will have a
covered-dish meal and then discuss the
progress of the Visitation Program.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat
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JUMPING TO
CONCLUSIONS
Joshua 22:16
Joel Wheeler
The children of Israel fought long and hard to
conquer the land that God had promised them.
Joshua commended the tribes of Reuben, Gad and
the half tribe of Manasseh for their part in
conquering the land of Canaan. He said, “Ye have
not left your brethren these many days unto this
d a y, b u t h a v e k e p t t h e c h a r g e o f t h e
commandment of the L ORD your God” (Jos.
22:3). They returned back to their homes which
was on the east side of the Jordan River. When
the two and one half tribes returned to their land
they built a great altar to “see to” for every one to
see. The news spread through out the west side of
Jordan to the whole congregation of the children
of Israel. “And when the children of Israel heard
of it, the whole congregation of the children of

Israel gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to
go up to war against them” (Jos. 22:12). The ten
and one half tribes of Israel were ready to go to
war against their brother.
The ten and one half tribes choose ten princes
which were the head of each house. When the ten
princes confronted the two and one half tribes
they said “What trespass is this that ye have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this
day from following the LORD, in that ye have
builded you an altar, that ye might rebel this day
against the LORD?” (Jos. 22:16). The ten and one
half tribes on the west side of Jordan assumed the
altar was for offering sacrifice. They had jumped
to conclusions before they found out the real
purpose of the altar.
The Israelites on the east side of Jordan feared
that they would be forgotten by the ten and one
half tribes. They said “Therefore we said, Let us
now prepare to build us an altar, not for burnt
offering, nor for sacrifice: But that it may be a
witness between us, and you, and our generations

after us, that we might do the service of the
LORD” (Jos. 22:26-27). We find that the altar was
to be a memorial and not for sacrifices. The ten
tribes had jumped to wrong conclusions.
We may find ourselves acting the same way as
the ten tribes did during the days of Joshua. We
may assume the worst before we know the facts.
Often individuals are found guilty and condemned without justification. Jesus warned
against harsh judgment. He said “Judge not, that
ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Mat.
7:1-2).
If we find fault with another, we should go to
him and discuss the problem. It may be a simple
explanation. Before we assume the worst, we
should get the facts and not be guilty of “jumping
to conclusions.” Jesus reminds us of the
obligations to go to our brother when we have
been offended (Mat. 18:15-20). Often, misunderstanding can be corrected if we would only
do what has been instructed by the Lord.
P.O. Box 714; Foley, AL 36536

THE CHURCH
OF WHICH I AM
A MEMBER
David P. Brown
I am a member of the church which Jesus
promised to build; which promise He kept on the
first Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem following
His resurrection from the dead (Mat. 16:18; Acts
2:47). The church is the kingdom and the
kingdom is the church, for the Lord used these
terms interchangeably in His promise to build the
singular institution of the saved (Mat. 16:18-19).
This is the church that He purchased with His
own blood (Acts 20:38); thereby signifying her
worth. Who would dare affirm that the precious
blood of Christ was shed for an unnecessary

institution? References to that church abound in
the book of Acts and the letters of the New
Testament (Acts 5:11; 9:31; 1 Cor. 7:17; Gal. 1:2;
1 The. 1:1; Rev. 1:20).
The Lord’s church was perpetuated in the first
century through the proclamation of the truth
(Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 1:16; Luke 8:11; John
8:31-32; 17:17; Jude 3). In our day it continues to
exist on the same basis. Hence, the institution of
the saved is the “called out” (church) of God. The
word church derives from the compound Greek
word ecclesia (ek—“out of,” and kaleoo—“to
call”). Having, therefore, heard the Word of truth
(Rom. 10:17) persons fully and freely believe in
the Christ (John 8:24), repent of their sins (Acts
17:30), confess their faith in Christ (Rom. 10:910), and are baptized into Christ to obtain the
remission of their sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom.
6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27; Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:21). Being
thereby united with the Lord they are children of
God and partakers of the divine nature (1 Tim.
3:15; 2 Pet. 1:4). Thus, the church is a body of
penitent baptized believers, called out from the
world of sin, over which Christ reigns as head.
The Church Is “A Body...”
This body is alive and consists of members (1
Cor. 12:27). The Lord Himself is its head (Eph.
1:22). As there is but one head, so there is but one
body (Eph. 4:4, 15). Therefore, the denominational concept of the church is totally foreign to
the church of which one reads in the New
Testament. The bizarre grotesque picture of one
head over a multiplicity of bodies could only
develop in the fertile imagination of persons not
content with the description of the body of Christ
in the New Testament.
The Church Is A Body “Of
Baptized Believers...”
Only persons mature enough to understand the
gospel, have faith formed in them by that gospel,
who are capable of repenting of their sins, able to
confess Christ, and freely submit to Christ in
baptism are members of the church of Christ
(Acts 2:38, 47; 5:14; Eph. 1:22-23). These are

they who have manifested their love of and faith
in God, Christ, and the gospel in obedience to the
same (Rom. 6:17-18; Heb. 5:9; Jam. 2:17). Thus,
there are no babies in the Lord’s church (Mat.
18:3).
The Church Is A Body Of
Baptized Believers “Called Out”
The gospel calls accountable persons out of
the world of sin (2 The. 2:14). Christians are not
of the world (John 15:9). They must not love it
nor have fellowship with it (1 John 2:15; Eph.
5:11). “Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”
(2 Cor. 6:17-18).
The Church Is A Body Of Baptized
Believers, Called Out From The World,
“Over Which Christ Reigns As Head”
Of the preeminence of Christ Paul writes, “For
by him were all things created...And he is before
all things, and by him all things consist. And he
is the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence. For it
pleased the Father that in him should all fulness
dwell” (Col. 1:16-19). On more than one
occasion in the Scriptures the headship of Christ
over the church is affirmed (Eph. 1:21-23; Col.
1:18). Hence, synods, conventions, councils, or
conferences have no authority to legislate for the
Christ. When they do so they usurp divine
authority and rebel against our Lord’s will.
Furthermore, we dare not allow our emotions or
opinions to set aside or alter in any way the will
of heaven. It is our Lord’s divine prerogative
alone to direct the affairs of the church through
“the perfect law of liberty” (Jam. 1:25) as well as
enforce them.
Conclusion
In this day of disdain for “organized religion,”
it is a shame that men (many in the Lord’s
church) are not willing to reject man-made

religions and accept, uphold, and propagate the
religion of God, the New Testament church.
However, since Cain men have sought to
approach and worship God on their own terms
(Gen. 4). Sadly, Cain’s descendants must suffer
their forefathers fate. Men must set aside every
vestige of their own wills and submit to the will
of the Christ (the gospel) (Mat. 7:21-23). Those
who so do will gain heaven (Mat. 25:34-40).
Those who do not will forever suffer separation
from God in a devil’s hell (Mat. 24:41-46; 2 The.
1:8-9; Rev. 21:8).
25403 Lancewood; Spring, TX 77373

RULES FOR
MAKING VISITORS
FEEL WELCOME
The Thirty-Second Rule
Most guests will make a judgment about us
during the first thirty seconds after they enter the
building. Greet others with a handshake and a
friendly smile as soon as you see them.
The Front-Door Rule
Help people find their classes or a seat in the
auditorium. If they have trouble, they may not
return.
The Ten-Foot Rule
Greet anyone with whom you are not familiar,
who comes within ten feet of you. Make eye
contact. Be friendly.
The Five-Minute Rule
Take the first five minutes after services to
seek out guests and greet them. Encourage them
to return and thank them for being here. After
you have greeted our guests, you will still have
opportunity to talk to your friends.
Our attitude will often determine if visitors
return. Do your part to make sure they really feel
welcome and appreciated!
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, Wanda Batten, Dale Cunningham,
Anna Ruth Barnett (Harold Maxey’s sister),
and Lori Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
daughter).

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Iris
Gallaher and her family in the death of her
sister-in-law Ida Childs, on July 29, 1998.
Please keep Iris and her family in your
prayers.

READING/INVITATION
August 12, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Louis Herrington
August 19, 1998
Reading: Howard Johnson
Invitation: Tim Lamb

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
August 9, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
August 10, 1998–Visitation Group 1, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
August 16, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room. 7.
August 31, 1998–Visitation Program gettogether at 6:00 P.M., in the general
purpose building. We will have a
covered-dish meal and then discuss the
progress of the Visitation Program.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Vegetables
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MIRACLES
OR MOSES?
Mel Futrell
A few years back, while living in Missouri,
my mother-in-law mailed me a newspaper clipping from the Mobile, AL, paper advertising a
“SCHOOL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.” Humorously, below the ad she wrote “wanna enroll?”
But, in all seriousness brethren, many probably
attended this “Defining and Determining 20th
Century Prophets in the Church” seminar that intended on “teaching and portraying different
levels of the prophetic ministry.” Like many, I am
deeply concerned by the mass of misinformation
that is being disseminated these days on and
about the Holy Spirit. Of course we have come to
expect that of those in the denominational world.
For centuries now, untold thousands have boughtin to the teaching of Augustine (which was
further expanded and promoted by John Calvin)

called Irresistible Grace. The Westminster
Confession of Faith (1648) explains that doctrine
like this:
All those who GOD has predestinated unto life,
and those only, He is pleased in His appointed
and accepted time, effectually to call, by His
Word and Spirit, out of that state of death, in
which they are by nature, to grace and
salvation by Jesus Christ; enlightening their
minds spiritually and ravingly, to understand
the things of GOD; taking away their heart of
stone, and giving them a heart of flesh;
renewing their wills, and by his almighty
power determining them to that which is good;
and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ,
yet so as they come most freely, being made
willing by His grace.

Allow me to translate that creedal jargon for
you. This doctrine holds that the Holy Spirit has
directly, immediately, and personally deposited
the grace of God into the hearts of certain ones;
and that this process is completed by the Holy
Spirit in a way which is above and beyond and in

addition to the Word of God. I say we simply
must reject this concept and anything akin to it as
being totally foreign to the teaching of the New
Testament. The Scriptures are clear that the Holy
Spirit, a person, uses His instrument the Word of
God (Eph. 6:17) to convict, convert, and to sanctify a person. The Spirit is not the Word and the
Word is not the Spirit, but the Spirit through the
medium of the Word begets us (Jam. 1:18; 1 Pet.
1:21-23). Asserting that the Spirit does something, here on earth, for the individual in addition
to the Word does nothing but detract from the
Word and denigrate the Spirit. It was the Spirit
Himself that affirmed that the Scriptures are
God’s power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16), active
(Heb. 4:12), and all-sufficient (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
About thirty years ago brother Perry B. Cotham
wrote these lines:
In meeting denominational preachers on the
questions of the operation of the Holy Spirit in
conversion, we say the Spirit is a person and
the word is the instrument. The Spirit quickens
(John 6:63) and the word quickens (Ps.
119:50). People are born of the Spirit (John
3:5-6) and they are born again of the word (1
Peter 1:23). One is sanctified by the Spirit (1
Peter 1:21; Rom. 15:16) and one is sanctified
by the word (John 17:17). (These examples of
what the Spirit does and what the word does
could be extended.) This does not mean that
the word does some things and then the Spirit
does something over and above the word. The
sinner is not converted by the word and by an
additional direct influence by the Spirit. The
gospel is GOD’s power unto salvation (Rom.
1:16), and it is impossible to show from the
Scriptures any additional influence in
conversion. (Firm Foundation, June 21, 1966,
p. 391)

Whether one realizes it or not, when he
contends that the Holy Spirit prepares the heart
for conversion apart from the Word of God, he is
advocating a position that would require a
miracle. And it amazes me that apparently some
can’t grasp the connection between what they are

contending for and the miracle it would take to
deliver it.
Now it occurs to me that some light might be
shed on this subject from an examination of Luke
16:19-31. You will remember this text as dealing
with our Lord’s statements about the life, times,
and hereafter of the rich man and Lazarus. Verses
27-31 printed below will suffice to make our
point.
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that
thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:
For I have five brethren; that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of
torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

Now get this brethren, it’s very important; what
did Abraham say they had to direct them into a
right relationship with God? Was it not Moses
and the prophets? Of course, they didn’t literally
have Moses or the prophets, this being but a
figure of speech known as metonymy. What this
demonstrates though is that the brothers of the
rich man had access to the writings or teachings
of Moses and the prophets. Brethren, Abraham’s
statement as voiced by Jesus Christ Himself is
that even if a miracle were available (one rising
from the dead, vv. 30-31), this would not make a
difference in the lives of these men for what they
needed to save them from the same fate as their
rich brother was the word of Moses and the
prophets.
Likewise today, the inspired testimony is that
what we have and what we need in the here and
now to turn people to God is not a miracle, but
the writings of Jesus and the New Testament
authors. Take comfort in the knowledge that the
sword of the Spirit is still the Word of God.
450 Harleston Road; Irmo, SC 29063

ACTION IS REQUIRED
Toney L. Smith
Studying God’s Word (as His children) should
naturally lead us to DO something in service to
Him. Growth can come only when we are truly
showing that we are God’s child. We must ACT
like we are His. This action means taking God’s
teachings to the world. This means seeing men
and women in spiritual and physical need, and
being God’s instrument through which these
needs are met. The hungry, sick, destitute, poor,
and lost find that we really care, not when we
wish them well or hope that there are sufficient
programs for them, but when we truly demonstrate our love for them. “My little children, let
us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth” (1 John 3:18).
Nothing is more inconsistent than professing
my love for God while my neighbors, whether
friends or strangers, fail to see my faith in action.
In James 2:15-18 we find that without proper
action there is no faith. And of course “without
faith it is impossible to please him” (Heb. 11:6).
Without demonstrating love towards mankind, we
cannot profess our love for God: “But whoso hath
this world’s good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”
(1 John 3:17). We must be imitators of God. We
must bear His likeness. And we know that this
can only be done by action. Jesus taught the
necessity of helping the needy. “For I was an
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took
me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and
ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto
me” (Mat. 25:35-36). Truly we show what we
feel by what we DO!
As a child of God I have a new way of life.
This calls for a new lifestyle. A lifestyle “which
after God is created in righteousness and true

holiness” (Eph. 4:24). Paul goes on to say in
Ephesians 4:25-32 that there are certain things
which must be put away from us. First, I must
make sure that I speak the truth (v. 25), second, I
must control my anger (v. 26); third, I am to work
in support of myself and the needs of others (v.
28); fourth, my manner of life is to be the kind
that would encourage and uplift others (vv. 2931). This kind of life will seek to save the souls
of those who are lost. God’s Son came “to seek
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10;
John 3:16-17). As His children we also have the
responsibility to DO those things which help to
save souls. In fact the Great Commission was
given as instruction to go for the purpose of
bringing lost souls to Christ (Mat. 28:18-20).
When the children of God see a need they will
act at once to help eliminate that problem. If the
problem is physical, they will seek to meet the
physical needs. And if the need is spiritual, God’s
children will seek to help resolve that spiritual
need. “If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted” (Gal. 6:1). “We then that are strong
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not
to please ourselves” (Rom 15:1). “But exhort one
another daily, while it is called To day; lest any
of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin” (Heb. 3:13). Let us make sure that we
examine ourselves and make sure that our faith is
demonstrated. There is a great amount of work
that is to be done in the kingdom of our Lord. It
will take all of us working together to accomplish
this work.
517 Gaylord Road; Dresden, TN 38225

“To realize the worth of the anchor,
we need to feel the storm.”
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Nancy Travis, Marilyn
Hall, and Wanda Batten.

READING/INVITATION
August 19, 1998
Reading: Howard Johnson
Invitation: Tim Lamb
August 26, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Tony Liddell

MARK THESE DATES
August 16, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room. 7.
August 17, 1998–Visitation Group 2, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Vegetables

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

1 CORINTHIANS 13:8-11
“Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things. Charity never faileth: but whether
there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
For we know in part, and we prophesy in
part. But when that which is perfect is
come, then that which is in part shall be
done away. When I was a child, I spake as
a child, I understood as a child, I thought as
a child: but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.”
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I WANT A CHURCH
THAT MEETS
MY NEEDS
William Woodson
The statement made in the title is not only the
desire of many in the religious world, but is
becoming the philosophy of many Christians,
because many of us are seeking a religion that
“meets our needs.” The phrase itself has virtually
become a new religious term. Many persons
praise or blame a particular congregation because
it is or is not “meeting my needs.”
Let me hasten to say that if the phrase means
that we need to satisfy spiritual hunger, then it is
a good expression. For surely everyone ought to
be in a Christian community where his/her deepest spiritual longings are being addressed. The
voice of God needs to be heard through spiritual
teaching, and we need opportunities to serve,
love, and be called to repentance.

But being a part of the church, to some, means
reaching for goals of “self-actualization.” So, if
the church doesn’t fulfill certain expectations,
wants, and preferences, then they must move on
to another emotional department store with
different merchandise more appealing to their
tastes.
Sadly, and probably without realizing it, many
congregations have gotten into thinking that “we
have to do all these things and plan all the
activities to meet people’s needs so they won’t
leave.” Consequently, well-meaning leaders have
turned God’s church into a merchandising
institution. So we promote this program and that
program for this group and that group.
But, in my judgment, the system has become
turned upside down from the way God intended
it to be. Whatever happened to the attitude in a
Christian’s heart of “I’d like to be a part of this
congregation because of what I can do to meet its
needs?” When are we most fulfilled? When our
needs are met? Or when we meet the needs of

God’s church on this earth? We ought to be a part
of a congregation not so that our needs can be
met, but rather so that we may best meet the
needs of God’s work.
Christians need to recall the truth of the Scriptures that personal fulfillment is a great spiritual
paradox. We are most filled when we empty
ourselves and be filled serving others. Jesus
taught us, “whosoever would become great
among you shall be your minister [servant];...
even as the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister [serve]” (Mat. 20:6-28). Paul
said of his own heart, “I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ
living in me: and that life which I now live in the
flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for
me” (Gal. 2:20). And again, “I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service”
(Rom. 12:1). “Reasonable service” is not being
served (having your needs met), but serving
(meeting the needs of others). We need to relearn
the axiom, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35).
Let’s not demand that God’s church be a place
where people (leadership or membership) cater to
our desires and preferences. Let’s turn it rightside up again and be a part of a congregation, not
for what it can do for us, but for what we can do
for it!
Copied

WHY ARE WE
SURPRISED?
Rick Brumback
As a nation we are often horrified by the
headlines that announce the unspeakable actions
of “Generation X.” We bemoan the unmitigated
tragedies that seem somehow casual to the
generations coming of age in our midst. As we

wonder how such things can occur, we might be
wise to turn the camera on ourselves, for we have
had a hand in shaping the very events which
shock us.
Why are we surprised when the youth of the
nation have no sense of personal responsibility?
We send signals to our children that continually
weaken any sense of accountability that might
burden their young hearts. Smokers ignore
warning labels on cigarette packages and then
become outraged when physical problems, the
obvious consequence, make their appearance.
“The tobacco industry’s to blame!” We hear, but
who forced this advertised menace to the
smoker’s lips? Drinking establishments are now
liable for patrons who overindulge(?) and then
proceed to use their vehicle as a monstrous weapon against others on the roadways. Where were
these patrons during the “Don’t drink and drive”
campaigns? Dead-beat dads flee the scene instead
of supporting, at least financially, the family they
create. When adults fail to acknowledge their
own personal accountability, should we be
surprised when a pregnant teenager uses abortion
to remove an unwanted responsibility and
consequence of wrongful behavior? Our youth
have sat at the feet of adults who make an art
form out of avoiding responsibility. Perhaps we
should acknowledge that we are accountable for
our actions first, and then begin to teach our
children that they too must live with the
consequences of their choices. Flip Wilson not
withstanding, the excuse “The devil made me do
it” will not be honored by God, nor should it be
by man (2 Cor. 5:10).
Why are we surprised when the youth of our
nation have little regard for the value of life? The
stories of newborns left in trash cans pull at our
hearts, as well they should, for the senseless loss
of the innocent. Still, haven’t we been setting the
stage for these tragedies with court battles and
abortion rallies spanning three decades? Every
sensible (?) adult knows that a fetus is nonhuman
tissue, right? But at that magical moment (and not

an instant before) when the last hair of the fetus’
head clears the mother’s body, suddenly, it’s
human. Perhaps our youth simply see through
this preposterous hypocrisy and are consistently
applying the death penalty to infants, in and out
of the womb. As adults can we not remember and
then teach successive generations that God hates
the shedding of innocent blood (Pro. 6:16-17)?
Why are we surprised when the youth of our
nation are quick to dismiss the notions of right
and wrong? College professor Robert Simon said
that in 20 years of teaching he has never met a
student who denied that the Holocaust happened.
What he does find is worse: students who
acknowledge the occurrence of the holocaust but
cannot force themselves to say that it was wrong.
“Of course, I dislike the Nazis,” one student told
Simon, “but who is to say they are morally
wrong?” “Overdosing on non-judgmentalism is a
growing problem in the schools. Two disturbing
articles in the Chronicle of Higher Education say
that some students are unwilling to oppose large
moral horrors, including human sacrifice, ethnic
cleansing, and slavery, because they think that no
one has a right to criticize the moral views of
another group or culture,” (Austin AmericanStatesman, H1, July 20, 1997). “Don’t judge lest
ye be judged” has become the maxim of the day
(taken out of context incidentally). Distasteful as
this path of thinking is, we have taught relativism
by our own conduct which turns a blind eye to
the truth, or at the very least those portions of
truth which are too restrictive for our current
situations. We hear the phrase, “you have your
beliefs and I have mine” spoken by the religious,
indicating a belief that truth is either relative or
violable. As a nation we have forgotten Jesus’
words that the truth would set us free (John 8:32),
and that, in point of fact, our denials or selfimposed blindness to the truth can do nothing to
alter the truth (2 Cor. 13:8).
Why are we surprised when the youth of out
nation have no time for God or religious pursuits,
not even religious inclinations? Churches on the

whole are declining in membership, and those
who exhibit any spiritual interest find themselves
in the midst of a “consumer-church” phenomenon. If one church does not meet our needs
without laying undue claims upon our support,
we simply begin afresh with a new congregation,
denomination, etc. Do we teach our children that
our affiliation with Christianity is subservient to
all other human associations? Do we allow every
other pursuit to “crowd out” our Christian service? If so, we are clearly teaching that our relation to Christ is of lesser importance than the
other cares of life. Likely Christianity will not be
a priority with our youth if it is not of superlative
position with us. Jesus encouraged, “seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Mat.
6:33).
We ought not be surprised to see the fruits of
our labor borne by the next generations. We have
laid the groundwork for many of the distasteful
and horrible deeds that characterize our age. As
the prophet wrote, “For they have sown the wind,
and they shall reap the whirlwind” (Hos. 8:7), and
it seems mighty windy in our world today. It is
not too late to initiate a change, to call the world
back to righteousness, but to bring renewal we
must call ourselves unto godliness, and then
begin to exert an influence in the spheres in
which we move. Brethren, let’s bring the healing
power of Jesus the Messiah and His gospel to a
lost and dying world. What could we accomplish?
We might be surprised!
Copied

LUKE 6:45
“A good man out of the good treasure of
his heart bringeth forth that which is good;
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of
the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaketh.”
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, and Jerry
Lindesmith. Jennette Nall had open heart
surgery on August 14. She is in Sacred
Heart Hospital, however, she is not to have
visitors at this time.

BAPTIZED
Autumn Johnson was baptized on
August 12, 1998. We rejoice with Autumn
in her decision to put on Christ in baptism.
Please keep her in your prayers.

READING/INVITATION
August 26, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Tony Liddell
September 2, 1998
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Jeremy Caine

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

August 24, 1998–Visitation Group 3, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Vegetables

MARK 1:1-3
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God; As it is written in
the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy
way before thee. The voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.”
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PREACHING THE
GOSPEL—A GREAT
CONCERN OF FIRST
CENTURY
CHRISTIANS
Howell Bigham
In perusing that great historical book of the
New Testament, the book of Acts, one becomes
deeply impressed with the prevailing attitude of
first century Christians regarding preaching the
gospel. The church of our Lord today critically
needs to imbibe that wonderful spirit of carrying
the saving gospel to a world shattered by sin.
Chapter eight of the book of Acts significantly
pictures the urgency felt by our brethren many
years ago to broadcast the gospel of Christ.

Observe the emphasis given throughout this one
chapter to such phrases as “preaching the word”
(Acts 8:4); “preached Christ unto them” (Acts
8:5); “preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ”
(Acts 8:12); “preached the word of the Lord”
(Acts 8:25); “preached the gospel” (Acts 8:25);
“preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35); and
“preached in all the cities” (Acts 8:40)! What are
some lessons that we can learn that will motivate
us today to sow the seed of salvation?
1. We learn that they understood the
importance of having their priorities in order.
Christians then had exactly the same amount of
hours in the day that we have today—24 hours.
Granted, they did not have all of the demands on
their time as we normally do today. However,
they knew that the Lord was to come first in their
lives. Let us make sure that in our hurried, fast
paced society, that we do not forget that the Lord

comes first (Mat. 6:33). Go and sow the seed
(Luke 8:11) today. Invite someone to the worship
services where they can hear the Bible preached.
Be instrumental in setting up a home Bible study.
Remember, the church is the pillar and the
ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). Keep in mind
the great commission (Mat. 28:19-20). Let us go
and teach others the gospel!
2. We learn that they understood the
awfulness of sin. If they did not comprehend the
awfulness of sin, they would have been
complacent about preaching the gospel. However,
we find them on the move, here and there,
seeking to snatch a soul from hell (Jude 23)! Sin
separates man from his Maker (Isa. 59:1-2);
blinds man spiritually to the things that are
precious and eternal (2 Cor. 4:4); and will lead to
experiencing the horror of hell (Rom. 6:23).
Members of the church of Christ today must
envision the awfulness of sin! This will propel us
to “Go, stand and speak...to the people all the
words of this life” (Acts 5:20).
3. We learn that they believed the gospel is
God’s power unto salvation. What did they

teach and preach? Repeatedly, the phrase reads
“preaching the word or gospel”! They understood
that God’s Word was to be preached. Today we
must preach that same Word (1 Pet. 4:11). Paul
commanded Timothy to “preach the word” (2
Tim. 4:2). The Word is that which sets us free
from sin (John 8:32). It is the standard by which
we will be judged (John 12:48). Therefore, New
Testament Christians must be armed with “the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”
(Eph. 6:17) in evangelizing the world.
6677 County Road 236; Town Creek, AL 35672

I’M A VISITOR
I’m a visitor, and sometimes I see things you
as a church member don’t notice. I can appreciate
things you take for granted—and be repulsed by
things you have learned to accept. Your building
may be beautiful, your sermon inspiring, and
everything aligned with the Bible; but, most of
the time it is not these things I first notice.
When I walk in the door, I feel like a
stranger—for that is what I am. So it means a lot

NEW BIBLE CLASSES BEGINNING
Bible classes for the fall quarter will begin Wednesday, September 2 and Sunday, September 6.
Make plans now to attend these classes.
Sunday Schedule
Adults I
Mark
Paul Brantley
Adults II
Matthew
Michael Hatcher
Adults III
New Testament Survey
Jim Loy
New Converts Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living
Bill Gallaher

Adults I
Adults II
Adults III
New Converts

Wednesday Schedule
Old Testament Survey
Genesis
Exodus
Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living

Michael Hatcher
Fred Stancliff
Ray Foshee
Bill Gallaher

when someone welcomes me with a friendly
greeting. I don’t mean the preacher or the elders,
but one of the “regular” members. It is nice when
they want to know my name, and even better
when they want to know me. They try to make
me feel at ease. They show me where my Bible
study class meets, they introduce me to someone
in the class and I have made two new friends.
Someone from the class invites me to sit with
them in the worship service. Everyone is
participating in the worship service and seems to

be enjoying church. When the preacher starts to
preach, it impresses me that most everyone
reaches for his Bible and follows with great
interest. Some are even taking notes. After
worship, all the people make a special effort to
speak to me and invite me back to worship. I
even received an invitation to lunch. They seem
to love God, each other, and me. People who love
me! I want to come back so I can find out what
makes them that way!
Via Swartz Creek, MI

Attendance Drive
& Dinner on the Grounds
Sunday, September 6

Plan on attending and bring someone
with you to Bible class and worship.
Dinner on the grounds will follow
the morning worship service.
This is always a great time to introduce
visitors to the true Gospel of Christ
and to the Bellview congregation.
The Bellview members will be
providing the food and drinks.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Nancy Travis, Marilyn Hall, Jennette Nall,
and Jerry Lindesmith.

READING/INVITATION
September 2, 1998
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Jeremy Caine
September 9, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Crowe

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

September 6, 1998–Attendance Drive and
Dinner on the Grounds after the morning
service. Make plans to attend and bring
someone with you.
September 7, 1998–Visitation Group 1, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 13, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.
September 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’
meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 30, 1998–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 P.M.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Vegetables

GALATIANS 5:4-5
“Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law;
ye are fallen from grace. For we through the
Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by
faith.”
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THE “OFF” SEASON
Bill Jackson
People in the tourist business speak of the “off
season.” There are a number of businesses or
industries tied to a certain time of the year, and
the rest of the time is the “Off Season.” We are
already in the “off” season, as far as TAKING
OFF OF THE CLOTHES is concerned! In the
sun-belt, the “off” season is the longest one of all,
and yes, it is “off” season year-round for some! It
is not our purpose to censure the world in this
regard and in this article, but we do need to
remind ourselves of some biblical points since we
are God’s children
All Christians are to live faithfully to God at
all times, and in all ways, and this would include
dress just as it would include speech, thoughts,
worship, etc. The apostle Paul instructed women
to “adorn themselves in modest apparel, with

shamefacedness and sobriety” and whose real
adorning should not be, anyway, in jewelry,
clothing and hairstyles, but in the good works
manifest in their lives (1 Tim. 2:9-10). As to the
jewelry, etc., the apostle is stating that when
others look upon us, and all we have to commend
ourselves to them, as God’s children, are purely
outward things, WE HAVE NOTHING! Good
works should adorn our lives! (cf., Mat. 5:16).
In looking at those verses from 1 Timothy 2,
it is plain that apparel is involved as regards modest dress. One would be immodest in gaudiness,
yes, and in the tightness of apparel, yes. And one
can, in view of all the Bible says in condemnation
of nakedness, and in condemnation of the sin of
lust and of our insuring that we lead no one to
sin, to let us know that lack-of-apparel certainly
would be immodest. Let no child of God try to
fall back on the old dodge, “Yes, but what is
immodest...how can one know... who can tell?”
Neither is it true that immodesty is in the eye of

the beholder. Certainly men can have lustful
thoughts, but it should not be, sister, because of
your undress!
This area is not as difficult as some want it to
be. Through the years I have noticed that those
who have “difficulty” with it, and argue for
participating in the “off” season are the very ones
seen all over town wearing about the same
amount of material as is found in a handkerchief
and a dishcloth! One is aided in giving real
thought to the matter of exampleship, in the
church, in one’s family, before the weak and
before the world who rightly looks at us
expecting to see CHRIST IN US! The question is,
“How do you and I behave in the OFF SEASON?”
Deceased

I MAY BE
OLD-FASHIONED,
BUT...
I still like to hear an audible “amen” by members of the congregation after public prayer.
I still like to hear men use plenty of Scripture
when they preach.
I still like to hear a congregation of people lift
their voices when they sing God’s praises
together.
I still like to hear the terms “sister” and
“brother” when addressing members of the body
of Christ instead of “Mr.” and “Mrs.”
I still like to see young people sit at the front
of the auditorium when they come to worship.
I still like to see youngsters respect, and be
polite to their elders.
I still like to hear younger people say “Yes
Ma’am,” “Yes Sir,” etc., when speaking to their
teachers, parents, and the elderly instead of
“yeah” and “nah.”

I still like to hear a distinct, “Thank you,”
instead of the abbreviated “Thanks.”
I still like to see people who are so obsessed
with the work of Christ in the community that
they develop a strong sense of Loyalty to their
home congregation.
I still like to hear people say, “If God wills” I
will do this or that, suggesting a conscious
realization of their dependence upon Him at all
times.
I still like to see people who are attending
church services dress as though they were going
to honor God, not as if they were going to a
picnic or ball game.
I still like to see people who are so much in
love with Christ and His church that they are
persistent in inviting others to share with them in
the grace of God by participating in the worship
services and Bible classes.
AND...
It still saddens me to see so many who
seemingly are miserable with their religion
because of their lack of real commitment.
Author Unknown

DAILY BIBLE
READING
One evening long ago, Johannes Gutenberg of
Mainz, Germany (who later became the first
person to use moveable type in the Western
world) trudged into an inn in the old Dutch town
of Haarlem and asked for a room. After the
landlord learned that the tired traveler was
endeavoring to acquire knowledge by seeing the
world, he asked: “What is the most wonderful
thing that you have seen in your travels?”
Gutenberg promptly replied, saying: “There is
nothing more wonderful to me than the general
ignorance of the people. They seem to know

nothing about the country in which they live; they
know nothing about the people of other lands;
and, what is worse, they know nothing about the
truths of religion. If there were only some way to
make books more plentiful, so that the common
people could buy them and learn to read them, a
great deal of this ignorance would be dispelled.
Ever since I was a mere youth at school, this
thought has been in my mind.” Gutenberg
worked more than twenty years to solve the
problem of producing books in quantity—with
the invention of a hand-operated press with

carved wooden type (letters), and his first book
was a large handsome edition of the Bible in two
volumes. A few copies still survive, in almost
perfect condition, and are among the world’s
most valuable books.
Today, we “surf” the “information highway,”
fill our minds with every type of knowledge—
and yet, fail to read the precious Word of God
each day of our lives. Make time for reading and
study of God’s Word!
Author Unknown

Attendance Drive
& Dinner on the Grounds
Sunday, September 6

Plan on attending and bring someone
with you to Bible class and worship.
Dinner on the grounds will follow
the morning worship service.
This is always a great time to introduce
visitors to the true Gospel of Christ
and to the Bellview congregation.
The Bellview members will be
providing the food and drinks.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Marilyn Hall, Nancy Travis, Jennette Nall,
and Jerry Lindesmith.

READING/INVITATION
September 9, 1998
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Crowe
September 16, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Ray Dodd

MARK THESE DATES
September 6, 1998–Attendance Drive and
Dinner on the Grounds after the morning
service. Make plans to attend and bring
someone with you.
September 7, 1998–Visitation Group 1, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 13, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’
meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

Canned Vegetables

PSALM 62:5-8
“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for
my expectation is from him. He only is my
rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I
shall not be moved. In God is my salvation
and my glory: the rock of my strength, and
my refuge, is in God. Trust in him at all
times; ye people, pour out your heart before
him: God is a refuge for us.”
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A VISIT TO OLD
PHILADELPHIA
Dub McClish
While Lavonne and I were in Tennessee for a
gospel meeting recently, we had an opportunity
to visit the site where some significant and
interesting church history occurred almost two
hundred years ago. About eight miles from where
I preached in the meeting (the Shady Grove
community in Coffee County—I also preached in
a meeting there in 1988) stands the “Old
Philadelphia” church building. It is in Warren
County, formed in 1807. The building that now
stands at “Old Philadelphia” dates back to 1830,
but there were people meeting there to worship
God as early as 1805, according to a granite
monument on the site. The clapboard building
was repaired a few years ago and the original
plank flooring, pulpit lectern, and lampshelves
around the walls are still intact.

The people who settled that area came from
Virginia and North Carolina. They were devout
Presbyterians and Episcopalians, but had no
preacher. They simply turned to the Bible and
“studied themselves” out of their religious errors.
They learned from the Scripture that baptism is a
burial in water that is unto the remission of sins,
and they began practicing it, contrary to their
denominational heritage. By 1810 they had
discarded their Book of Common Prayer and
Confession of Faith (their creed books) and were
simply worshiping as a congregation of the New
Testament church. They called themselves simply
“Christians,” and the congregation was known as
the church of Christ.
Some observations are in order: (1) This was
an “indigenous” revival of primitive Christianity.
There is no evidence that they were aware of the
work of Barton W. Stone at Cane Ridge, KY,
several hundred miles away. They could not have
been influenced by Alexander Campbell who did

not preach his first sermon until 1810 and did not
break with the Baptist Church until 1827. (2) The
Bible is a pattern for the church of Christ, and
any group of people anywhere at any time can
form a nondenominational, nonsectarian
congregation of the Lord’s church whenever they
are willing to follow the Bible alone and respect
its silence as well as its explicit teachings. (3)
When men do this, they are not “Cambellites” or
any other kind of “ites” (even if they were led to
obey the Truth through the influence of A.
Campbell or some other man)—they are simply
and only Christians, as were those brethren at Old
Philadelphia. Following the New Testament only
will make one or one thousand Christians only.
Indeed, this is the ideal we must ever set before
the world.
(This article was revised from an article
published in the August 4, 1988, “Edifier”)
908 Imperial Drive; Denton, TX 76201

STEPS TO
DESTRUCTION
Garry Stanton
History has a way of repeating itself, and if
lessons are not learned from the past, the same
fate will await the present generation. We have
the history of God’s people, their victories but
especially their defeats so that we can learn from
their sins. One such Scripture from which we can
learn is Jeremiah 2:9-20. Jeremiah preached his
heart out but the people would not repent. He
points out the steps that would lead to Judah’s
destruction. If any follow in those steps today
they will be destroyed too. Let’s learn what those
steps were so that we can avoid them.
A sure step to destruction is when there is
no delight in the Word of God. “The word of
the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no

delight in it” (Jer. 6:10). Not only was there no
delight in the Word of God, but it had become
distasteful to them. To make matters worse in
Jeremiah’s day is the fact that the prophets and
priests give into the whims of the people by
saying “Peace, peace; when there is no peace”
(Jer. 6:13-14). God expects man to delight in His
Word (Psa. 1:1-2) Man is not to be ashamed of
God’s Word (Mark 8:38). Today we still have
those who do not delight in God’s Word but find
it distasteful. Some subjects are taboo in some
congregations of the Lord’s people because, after
all, building payments have to be made! If you
look long and hard enough you can find a
congregation which will accept anything. Equally
as bad are those who claim to be gospel preachers
who knuckle under to such demands because they
are afraid they will lose their support!
A second step to destruction is
covetousness. “For from the least of them even
unto the greatest of them every one is given to
covetousness” (Jer. 6:13). The people allowed
their heads to be turned away from God toward
their own personal gain. Covetousness caused the
prophets and priests to depart from teaching the
Word of God. It is not sinful to possess things but
sin occurs when things and the desire to have
things own us!
A third sure step to destruction is when
there is no sense of shame. “Were they ashamed
when they had committed abomination? nay, they
were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush:
therefore they shall fall among them that fall”
(Jer. 6:15). They had lost all sensibility to sin,
their conscience had been seared by sin. When
preachers and elders quit pointing out sins,
people lose all sense of what sin is and what
effect it has. When our muscles are not exercised
they become weak. When our senses are not
exercised we become weak in knowing right from
wrong (Heb. 5:12-14). Whether we realize it or

not we can be gradually programmed into the
devil’s way of thinking, and in so doing we loose
our sense of shame and the ability to blush (Heb.
3:13-15).
Fourthly, there is a rejection of the old
paths. “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But
they said, We will not walk therein” (Jer. 6:16).
They did not want to follow the course outlined
by God for them, they wanted to go their own
way and do their own thing. It is only in the old
paths where man can find true rest for his soul.
Destruction is sure to come when men
reject the watchmen. “Also I set watchmen over
you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet.
But they said, We will not hearken” (Jer. 6:17).
They rejected the watchmen that God had set
over them to warn them as so many do today.
Judah did like their brethren to the north and
took the final step to destruction. God gave them
every chance to repent but they would not listen.
Hopefully we are smarter so that we can learn
from their mistakes, and not repeat the same
errors.
2707 Mt. Holly Road; Camden, AR 71701

THE SANCTITY OF
THE PULPIT
W. Kent Graham
Very often people are not aware of the
importance of the preached Word. When the
preacher begins to preach, the minds of so many
in the congregation begin to wander and
daydream. Some fail to listen to the sermon
because of disinterest, some because of a lack of
self-discipline, and some because they have never
considered the importance of sound faithful
gospel preaching.

One way that God’s faithful people participate
in the worship assembly is by attentively listening
to the sermon; they do so with the full
understanding that it is what God desires of His
“true worshippers.” Solomon said, “Keep thy foot
when thou goest to the house of God, and be
more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of
fools: for they consider not that they do evil”
(Ecc. 5:1). In modern English we would say,
“Watch your step when you attend the worship
assembly, and be prepared to listen, and not to
offer the worship of fools: because they consider
not that they do evil.” Clearly, those in the
worship assembly who are not listening to the
sermon are offering the worship of fools, and
they would be wise to consider the evil involved
in this “inactivity.”
It might help us to understand that preaching
is commanded by God. When the gospel of Christ
is preached in truth and in love, it must be
received by “ready hearts” because this action is
authorized and commanded in the New
Testament gospel of Christ. In Titus 1:3 we read,
“But hath in due times manifested his word
through preaching, which is committed unto me
according to the commandment of God our
Saviour.” An apostle of Christ wrote, “For the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God...it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor.
1:18, 21). God’s Word says it, so that settles it!
At times, we all allow our minds to wander
during a sermon. Perhaps it will help you to
concentrate if you remember that God’s pulpit is
Divinely sanctioned. If you know that the sermon
preached in your worship assembly is not after
the teachings of men, “but as it is in truth, the
word of God” (1 The. 2:13), you would be wise
to listen up and consider what God’s Word says!
P.O. Box 276; Atoka, OK 74525
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Wanda Batten, Marilyn
Hall, and Jennette Nall.

PLACED MEMBERSHIP
Daniel and Kim Coe placed membership with the Bellview congregation on
August 23, 1998. Their address is 215
Lexington Terrace, Pensacola, FL 32507.
The phone number is 453-7333. Please
make them welcome and offer any
assistance you can.

READING/INVITATION
September 16, 1998
Reading: Ray Williams
Invitation: Ray Dodd
September 23, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
September 13, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 14, 1998–Visitation Group 3, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’
meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.
September 21, 1998–Visitation Group 1, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 28, 1998–Visitation Group 2, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 30, 1998–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 P.M.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit Juice
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THE CHEERFUL
GIVER
Charles Box
God gives plain and clear instruction on
acceptable giving. He teaches both concerning
the manner and the amount to be given. God is a
giver and He expects His children to give. “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16). The cheerful giver opens his life to many
blessings from God. “Give, and it shall be given
unto you; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over, shall men give
into your bosom. For with the same measure that
ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again”
(Luke 6:38). Let us learn to be cheerful givers:
The Cheerful Giver Sows Bountifully: “But
this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap

also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). Our
giving must be a matter of generosity and not
grudging obligation (2 Cor. 9:5). The result of
bountiful giving is the windows of heaven being
opened and an abundance of blessings being
poured out; so many the cheerful giver could not
receive them all (Mal. 3:8-10).
The Cheerful Giver Plans Or Purposes His
Giving: Scriptural giving does not happen by
accident. It is accomplished by thoughts and
design. “So let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” (2
Cor. 9:7). Those who make no plans in their
giving offer God only the scraps. God expects
and deserves more! Let us prayerfully consider
our blessings and give accordingly.
The Cheerful Giver Has A Part In Good
Works: Christians give generously and many
good works are accomplished. “And God is able
to make all grace abound toward you; that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may

abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). Doors
are open for benevolence and evangelism.
Liberal, cheerful giving makes possible an
abundance of good works.
The Cheerful Giver Will Increase In
Righteousness: There is no greater need than the
need for righteousness in the lives of God’s
people. God increases the fruits of righteousness
in the life of the cheerful giver. “(As it is written,
He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the
poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now
he that ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and multiply your
seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)” (2 Cor. 9:9-10). In cheerful giving
Christians come to better understand God’s righteousness and to see righteousness developed in
their lives and the lives of others.
The Cheerful Giver Is A Gainer, Not A
Loser: God, in providence, blesses the cheerful
giver. “Now he that ministereth seed to the sower
both minister bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your
righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to
all bountifulness, which causeth through us
thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:10-11). God
blesses us with that which will supply the needs
of our own family and also bless others through
benevolence and evangelism. God will multiply
the seed sown. You give cheerfully and God will
help you do even more.
The Cheerful Giver Is A Blessing To Many:
Christians should stand ready to bless saints and
all men. “For the administration of this service
not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is
abundant also by many thanks-givings unto God;
Whiles by the experiment of this ministration
they glorify God for your professed subjection
unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal
distribution unto them, and unto all men” (2 Cor.
9:12-13). Cheerful giving will lead to God receiving glory. God is glorified when the poor are

helped. This glory comes from all who are involved or who know of the things which are
done.
The Cheerful Giver Is Motivated By God’s
Indescribable Gift: The precious gift of Jesus
for our salvation motivates our giving.
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). God’s wonderful
gift stirs our heart to sincerity and cheerfulness in
our giving and our service to others. God has
blessed us by giving His Son. Let us be cheerful
givers also.
Nothing blesses the life of a Christian more
than cheerful giving. “Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and
steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also” (Mat. 6:19-21). The grace of God and
His great gift to us demands our cheerful and
liberal giving. Does your giving please God?
P.O. Box 551; Greenville, AL 36037

CHRIST’S ATTITUDE
TOWARD PERSONAL
EVANGELISM
John 4:7-14
Joel Wheeler
The Gerber Company’s motto is: “Babies are
our only business.” They do not make rockets,
computers, cars, but only baby products. Some
congregations of the Lord’s church should learn
a lesson from this company. The church is in the

soul-saving business and nothing else. Often,
youth ministers and singles ministers are in the
entertainment business instead of the soul-saving
business. Often so called “members of the
church” want to provide a “music ministry.” (I
never read of a youth, singles, or music ministry
in the Bible).
The church has one purpose and that is to
preach the gospel and reach the lost (Rom. 1:16).
We should be interested in (1) our own soul, (2)
the souls of our family, and (3) the souls of
others. Personal evangelism is a work that will
last forever (Eph. 3:21). The Scriptures shows
Christ’s attitude about personal evangelism.
Christ was a personal worker. Jesus
preached the message of God that the kingdom
was at hand (Mat. 4:17). At the age of twelve, He
said in the Temple “I must be about my Father's
business” (Luke 2:49). Jesus told Peter, Andrew,
James, and John: “Follow me, and I will make
you fishers of men” (Mat. 4:19). Jesus personally
chose His disciples and preached to the lost. The
Lord took advantage of every opportunity that He
encountered.
The apostles were personal workers. The
apostles publicly preached and taught the Word
of God. Peter and the eleven stood up and
preached on the day of Pentecost, A.D. 33, in
which 3,000 were added unto them (Acts 2:14,
41). “And daily in the temple, and in every house,
they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ”
(Acts 5:42).
How can I be a personal worker? The
church needs more personal workers like
Andrew. John writes, “He first findeth his own
brother Simon...And he brought him to Jesus”
(John 1:41-42). We need members of the church
to invite others to come. If we encourage others
to come, it must be to hear the gospel (1 Cor.
2:2).
Conclusion. The church is not a social club
even though some would try to make it such. We

will not convert others to Christ through entertainment such as ball games and bingo nights.
Some congregations offer exercise classes, boy
scouts, and even self-defense instruction. Where
is the authority for it?
P.O. Box 714; Foley, AL 36536

DOES IT MEAN
ANYTHING?
Tim Smith
“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth
also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21). Does this passage
of Scripture have a meaning? I am told by many
that it does not mean that baptism is necessary,
and that it does not mean that baptism saves, and
it does not mean a lot of other things, but my
question is: DOES IT MEAN ANYTHING? It
was not put there to confuse us, for “God is not
the author of confusion” (1 Cor. 14:33). It was
not put there to deceive us, for deception is
condemned by the Lord (2 The. 2:10-12). It was
not put there “for no reason,” for “all scripture is
given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). It is
a part of Scripture, that body of truth which sanctifies (John 17:17), frees from sin (John 8:32),
brings about unity (1 Cor. 1:10), and saves (Jam.
1:21). What does it mean? It means that baptism
doth also now save us, just as it says. Baptism is
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), for the
washing away of sins (Acts 22:16), into the death
of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4), and into the body of
Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). Baptism saves, that is what
it says, and that is what it means.
1272 Enon Road; Webb, AL 36376
“One does not find happiness at the
end of the road; he makes it while
enroute.”
Via “Edifier”
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Marilyn Hall, Jennette Nall, Angie Kelly,
and Jerry Lindesmith. David Kelly is
having eye surgery on September 15.
Delbert Mowery (Debra and Denise
Mowery’s father) is scheduled for surgery
on September 17.

READING/INVITATION
September 23, 1998
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Foshee
September 30, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Bill Gallaher

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
September 20, 1998–Elders/Deacons’
meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
September 20, 1998–Monthly Bible Bowl
at Foley, at 2:00 P.M. Study John
chapters 12-13.
September 21, 1998–Visitation Group 1, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 28, 1998–Visitation Group 2, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 30, 1998–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 P.M.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit Juice

NEW ARRIVAL
Bill and Peggy Crowe are the proud
grandparents of their grandson, Brendon
Tyler Crowe, born on September 13, 1998,
to John and Reina Crowe of Pensacola.
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VOICES FROM
THE PAST
Tom Wacaster
In 1940 brother Granville Tyler wrote the
following words: “It is as important for gospel
preachers to stand uncompromisingly against
error as it is for them to stand for truth.” Some of
those who would lead the church into denominationalism identify themselves as modern
apostates by the things they DO NOT say as
much, if not more, than what the DO say (though
we do no suggest for a moment that blatant error
is not taught at all). When preachers and teachers
do not teach the distinctive nature of the Lord’s
church, they are guilty by default of failing to
proclaim the whole counsel of God. We are
warned that it is just as serious to “take away”
from the Word of God as it is to “add to” that
Word (Rev. 22:18-19). Any proclamation or
practice that would leave a wrong impression

regarding the nature of the Lord’s church is
sinful, and falls short of preaching and teaching
all that our Lord commanded (Mat. 28:18-20).
There is an ever increasing practice among many
of our brethren to seek fellowship and participation with the denominations. This is taking
the form of joint worship assemblies, unity
meetings, joint prayer services, etc. All such
practices compromise the distinctive nature of the
church and leave the impression that one way is
just as good as another, that unity can be had in
the face of doctrinal differences, or that God
hears the prayers of those in error as He does the
prayers of those who are His Children. E. G.
Sewell was once asked, “Will you give your
views on the church of Christ uniting with the
Methodists, Cumberland Presbyterians, and
Baptists?” He responded thusly:
The disciples of Christ cannot afford to enter
into any sort of compact or connection with
denominations that will recognize them as
being all right in their names, their claims, and

practices, without imposing upon and
dishonoring in some measure the Word of God,
which does not name or recognize any of them
as such. That they all teach and practice some
things that are in the Bible, we presume no one
will deny; but that they all teach and practice
some things that are not in the Bible, is equally
certain. This being true, disciples of Christ
cannot make an indiscriminate compact with
them in anything that will recognize them as all
right when they do not believe they
are...Christians must be frank and
conscientious before God in all things; and
when they really think others are wrong in any
matter involving the plain Word of the Lord,
they ought to say so, and enter into no compact
they will silently ignore errors and act as if
they were not errors, and thus involve
themselves in the errors of others by publicly
recognizing them as right in the sight of God
and men (Questions Answered, pp. 700-701).

We recognize that brother Sewell’s comments are
those of an uninspired man, but we also believe
they are based upon, and adequately express the
sentiments of inspired Scripture: “Now I beseech
you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17).
“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph.
5:11). Why in the world one of our “sister”
congregations would even entertain the idea of
sponsoring an interdenominational, “communitywide men’s prayer group” is beyond
comprehension, especially in light of heaven’s
admonition that we turn away from, avoid, and
reprove those in error. I ask point blank: Do we
think for a moment that God will answer the
prayers of those who are in error? “He that
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, Even
his prayer is an abomination” (Pro. 28:9). Do we
no longer believe the Scriptures? Are the prayers
of those who are in error, and who deceive the
multitudes, as effective as the prayers of the righ-

teous? Or, perhaps it is the case that some no
longer believe in the distinctive
undenominational nature of the Lord’s church?
Perhaps it is the case that some believe there are
Christians in all of the denominations and that
“one church is as good as another.” Have we
arrived at the point in time that we think joining
with the forces of error is the road that we should
travel? I fear that this is the case in view of the
continual increase in such practices as those mentioned above. With every ounce of energy that is
in me, I plead with those who love the truth, and
who love and respect the Lord’s church, and in
view of all that is holy and right in the sight of
God, “Come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean
thing; And I will receive you, And will be to you
a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and
daughters” (2 Cor. 6:17-18). How long will ye
halt between two opinions? If what we have been
taught is true, and if those great and courageous
soldiers of the cross who so valiantly fought and
sacrificed to bring us to this present point in time
were correct, then let us not render their labors in
vain. Those who would seek to turn again to the
beggarly elements of this world, and turn again to
the error out of which our forefathers sought to
escape, I plead with you to repent, and turn again,
and do the first works. Therein is the only hope
for victory in Christ and ultimate life in His
name.
834 Hartman; Baytown, TX 77521

BIBLE READING
PRODUCES JOY
George Pledger
Americans who read the Bible at least once a
week are generally more joyful, have a greater
sense of purpose and worry less about death
than those who pick up the scriptures less
often, according to a new poll...In a recent

survey commissioned by Tyndale House
Publishers, nearly 90 percent of frequent Biblereaders said they feel at peace all or most of the
time, compared to 58 percent who read the
Bible less than once a month (C. C. Caller
Times, 8/9/97).

Those who read the Bible have known this for
many years. Notice particularly the following
passages from Psalms 119 on the promises of
happiness from reading and obeying the
commandments of God.
“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who
walk in the law of the LORD. Blessed are they
that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with
the whole heart” (vv. 1-2).
“I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies,
as much as in all riches. I will meditate in thy
precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. I will
delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget
thy word” (vv. 14-16).
“Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me:
yet thy commandments are my delights” (v.
143).
Those who neglect the reading of God’s
Word, miss out on a great source of comfort and
happiness. Why not become a daily Bible reader
today?
Copied

MISSING THE POINT
ON HAND CLAPPING
Kevin Williams
There are many instances in life that “excite”
us to clap our hands together. We clap when our
children graduate from high school, when a sports
player makes a good play in the game that we are
observing, and when family members are given
special honors at banquets and dinners. By
clapping, we show our approval of what is being
done.
What about clapping and worship? Lately,

there have been reports of such being done in our
area. There are those who have clapped while
singing religious songs in worship. There are
those who have clapped at the completion of a
baptism. Is this clapping approved by God? What
is the purpose for hand clapping on these
occasions?
Like the hand clapping that is done in the
secular world, many have no problem with
clapping in connection with worship because they
are showing their approval of what is being done
in worship, at a baptism, etc. But here is the point
about hand clapping that must not be overlooked!
Neither the worship offered, nor the baptism
administered, is to be done to meet with our
approval! They are to done to meet with the
approval of the One who gave the commands to
perform them, GOD! Please do not miss this
point!!! We do not worship to please ourselves,
we do so to please God!
Furthermore, whenever we come together to
worship, administer baptism, or do any other
religious practice, we must of necessity do them
the way God has instructed (Col. 3:17)! Where is
the authority to clap while singing? Where is the
authority to clap at a baptism? And, as far as that
goes, what is the reason behind clapping,
especially at a baptism?
Baptism is a practice that the apostle Paul,
parallels to the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus (Rom. 6:3-4). Would clapping even enter
into our minds when thinking of the sacrifice
made at Calvary? Then, neither should it enter
into our minds when one is immersed, an
occasion reminding us of Jesus’ sacrifice!!! Let
us refrain from such!
Copied
The world may be caught up in the excitement of entertainment, but there is no place
for it in worship. In worship we are assembled to give adoration to God, not to exhalt
men. (Toney L. Smith)
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, Jennette
Nall, and Angie Kelly. Inez Brantley is in
West Florida Hospital, room 404.

READING/INVITATION
September 30, 1998
Reading: Allen Brazell
Invitation: Bill Gallaher
October 7, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Louis Herrington

MARK THESE DATES
September 28, 1998–Visitation Group 2, at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
September 30, 1998–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 P.M.
October 25-30, 1998–Gospel Meeting with
Dub McClish from Denton, TX, speaking. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit Juice

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

PSALM 138:1-5
“I will praise thee with my whole heart:
before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.
I will worship toward thy holy temple, and
praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and
for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy
word above all thy name. In the day when I
cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul. All the
kings of the earth shall praise thee, O
LORD, when they hear the words of thy
mouth. Yea, they shall sing in the ways of
the LORD: for great is the glory of the
LORD.”
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IF ANY WOULD
NOT WORK
Bob Duncan
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: “For even
when we were with you, this we commanded you,
that if any would not work, neither should he eat”
(2 The. 3:10). It is clear that God never intended
for people to be lazy. The sluggard is admonished
to consider the ways of the ant, and to learn
wisdom therefrom (Pro. 6:6-8). Even before sin
entered into the world God assigned to Adam the
duty of dressing and keeping the garden of Eden
(Gen. 2:15). Those who refuse to work so as to be
able to provide for their own are said to have
denied the faith and to be worse than an infidel (1
Tim. 5:8). Ephesians 4:28 says, “Let him that
stole steal no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth.”

This last passage clearly shows there are those
who are legitimately in need, and to these we are
to be merciful. It is for these our government
welfare programs were designed. Very few, if
any, would object to the fact that a portion of our
tax money is used to support those who, through
no fault of their own, are in need.
We all know, however, that our welfare rolls
are swelled by those who could work but will not,
and who choose instead to be parasites. Which of
us has not impatiently stood in the check out line
at the grocery store while we waited for the clerk
to count the food stamps of the person in front of
us, who seemed to be able to buy more groceries
than were we, and who carefully separated from
his groceries the cigarettes and other items which
were not eligible to be bought with food stamps,
but which he paid for with money from his
welfare check? In such cases, how often has
Paul’s injunction, “if any would not work, neither
should he eat,” come to mind? What a tragedy it
is that some will abuse the rest of us by simply

refusing to work and choosing rather to allow the
rest of us to support them and their families!
Every time we think about it we get angry all
over again. Doesn’t the thought of such indolent
free loaders make your blood pressure rise just a
point or two?
Have I said enough to stir up your indignation? I hope so, because I want to make a point
about this same sort of practice in connection
with spiritual matters. What about the parasites in
the church—those who will not work? Why do so
many think it is honorable to allow others in the
church to do all the work? They deplore such a
practice with reference to material things, and can
get very vocal about it. “If any would not work,
neither should he eat,” they are heard to say.
Does this principle have no spiritual application?
We affirm that it does.
We sometimes wonder: “How can those who
are too lazy to earn their living, but who live off
the taxpayers of America, hold up their heads”?
It seems they would be ashamed to face their
neighbors. But what about those in the church
who consider themselves as faithful, who simply
choose not to participate in any of the work of the
church? They do not participate with any real
fervor in the visitation program. They do not help
promote and advertise gospel meetings, and in
many cases attend only when it is convenient.
They do not volunteer to provide meals for the
visiting evangelist. They do not volunteer to work
in connection with the benevolent program. They
do not visit the sick, the shut-in, the backslider,
the prospective Christian, or anyone else. They
do not even find the time to attend the ladies
Bible class. Yet, just like those lazy indolent who
swell the welfare rolls of our nation, they expect
to enjoy all the blessing enjoyed by other citizens.
Beloved, God has decreed otherwise, “If any
would not work...”
4207 Adamsville Parkway
Adamsville, AL 35005

TO WHOM DOES
ALL THAT WE
HAVE BELONG?
Al Macias
It is very interesting thing to see how people
in general think about their possession. Many
times we say things like my car, my house, my
money, my life, my family, my health, my education, and so many other things which we
possess. I know that many of us, when we say
things like that, do not mean to be ungrateful to
God for what He has given to us or made available to us. But, you do have to admit that sometimes we tend to forget that if it weren’t for God,
we would not have anything. In Luke 12:13-21,
we find an account of one who came to Jesus
asking that the Lord would do him justice by
telling this man’s brother to divide the inheritance
with him. The Lord immediately told this man
that He had not come to make judgments on such
things. At the same time, the Lord saw an
opportunity not only to teach this man but others
as well, concerning what was really important in
this world.
The Lord told this man to beware of covetousness, for a man’s life consists not in the
abundance of the things which he possesses. How
many people do you think truly understand this
teaching from the Lord? We see, time and time
again, many who spend every moment of their
lives trying to obtain more and more and more!
There are many who already have more than they
will need for the rest of their lives, and yet they
continue wanting more and more of this world’s
goods. What is this sickness that many seem to
have, and what causes it? The Lord called it
“covetousness,” and warned us to beware of it.
Why are people covetous? They seem to think
that there is gold at the end of the rainbow. They
believe that if they could obtain a large sum of

money, they would not have to worry about
working any longer, and then they would be the
happiest people in the world! I also believe that
people suffer from the sickness of covetousness
because somehow they believe they will live on
this earth forever.
In the parable told by the Lord in Luke 12:1621, He made it clear that no one will live forever,
at least not in this world. Also, that when you
really think about it, whatever we do have in this
life does not really belong to us, but rather has
been entrusted to us to use for the glory of God.
We find many passages of Scripture in the New
Testament alone which tell us, by inspiration, that
selfishness is wrong, not to trust in riches, that it
is not an easy matter for a rich man to be saved,
and that we should store up treasure in Heaven
and not on the earth. Let us understand that we
are in this world only for a very short time, and
whatever things we have should be used to the
glory of God while we possess them.
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, TX 78748

STEP FORWARD
PLEASE
Once, when five volunteers were needed to
undertake a dangerous mission, a general lined up
his men and asked that all those willing to
volunteer take one step forward. During the process he said he would turn his back. When he
refaced his men, the line was intact. As he expressed his disappointment that not a single man
of the entire group was brave enough to volunteer
for the task, a corporal interrupted him saying,
“We all stepped forward, sir.”
Think what it would mean to the church if this
was the attitude of our people. In spite of all the
good that is being done in congregations throughout the brotherhood, know that it is still being
done by a very small percentage of those who are
members. Perhaps this is why Jesus said, “many

are called, but few are chosen” (Mat. 22:14). Too
many people wish just to be counted as a member
of the church, but do not want to be counted as a
worker in the church. For that reason someone
else must carry the load that they should carry.
Only a few are willing to really work for the
Lord. Others allow weeks to pass into years
without doing more than worshiping once a week
and not even once a week if something comes up
that they desire to do. They neither advertise, nor
attend gospel meetings, much less invite and
bring visitors. Thousands die every day without
the gospel, but it is not any of their concern.
Religion has never meant anything to them,
except as an escape from hell, and they are not
using it enough to do that.
But, suppose all of our people should step
forward at once. The story would be much different. It is our hope and prayer that some day all
of us will desire to be really loyal and work as the
Master has commanded. Have you stepped
forward for the Lord?
Author Unknown

BOOK CORNER
The library has recently
added several new books for
members of the congregation
to check out. Those books are:
A Handbook On The Minor Prophets, Eddie
Whitten, Editor, Firm Foundation Lectures,
Chattanooga, TN; “Be At Peace Among
Yourselves,” Gary Colley, Editor, Southwest
Lectures, Austin, TX; The Godhead: A Study
Of The Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, B. J.
Clarke, Editor, POWER Lectures, Southaven
MS;
If you are interested in any of these books
or any of the others in the library please see the
librarian (secretary) to check them out.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, Jennette
Nall, and Angie Kelly. Inez Brantley is in
West Florida Hospital.

READING/INVITATION
October 7, 1998
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Louis Herrington
October 14, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Tim Lamb

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

September 30, 1998–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 P.M.
October 5, 1998–Visitation Group 2 at 7:00
P.M., in the Zone Room.
October 11, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
October 18, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
October 19, 1998–Visitation Group 3 at
7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
October 25-30, 1998–Gospel Meeting with
Dub McClish from Denton, TX, will be
speaking. Make plans now to attend.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Fruit Juice

………………

JOEL 2:27
“And ye shall know that I am in the
midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your
God, and none else: and my people shall
never be ashamed.”
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GOSPEL MEETINGS
Johnie Scaggs, Jr.
Are gospel meetings still important today? It
seems to be an ever increasing attitude that gospel
meetings are of little importance and to some they
are not important at all. One lady informed me
that gospel meetings were out dated and therefore
just did not do any good any more.
At most gospel meetings only a hand full of
folks attend and usually these are made up of
their own membership. However, I still believe
that gospel meetings are extremely needful today.
I want to encourage you to attend these meetings
for the following reasons.
1) Because the gospel is being preached!
This should be our primary reason for attending
gospel meetings. When the gospel is being
preached, should not Christians love and desire to
hear the sweet message of Jesus? There is
something dreadfully wrong when Christians
would rather sit at home or attend other activities,

such as ball games, civic meetings, and such like
rather than hearing the gospel proclaimed. Many
have their priorities in the wrong place. Paul said,
“Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth” (Col. 3:2).
2) Because it’s a time for spiritual growth.
As Christians we should have a strong desire to
grow in the grace and knowledge of the Word of
God. Hence, we should desire to hear the gospel
preached at every opportunity we can.
3) Because it serves as an encouragement to
those who are hosting the gospel meeting.
Whether young or old, we all need
encouragement. It is very disappointing to call in
a gospel preacher, and to get everything ready for
the gospel to be preached, and then not be
supported in it by sister congregations. Paul tells
us that we are to encourage the brethren. By
attending their labors of love we can do this.
4) Because it is a great example to our
children and to others. When we don’t attend
gospel meetings, we are actually showing our

children by our example that these meetings are
of no importance. This not only affects their
attitude toward gospel meetings, but spills over
into their attitude towards their responsibility to
the church and it’s work as a whole. Thus, it
becomes a deterrent to their taking an effective
role in the church.
5) Because we expect others to attend our
gospel meetings. How can we feel disappointment when others will not come to our meetings,
if we are unwilling to attend their meetings?
I realize that many of us don’t think about
these things. We just naturally assume that all of
the area meetings will be well attended. Perhaps
we don’t believe our absence will be noticed. But

COLOSSIANS 1:10-11
“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Strengthened with all might, according to his
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.”

attitude, then no one would attend any gospel
meetings.
1000 Street, Route K; Pottersville, MO 65790

TIME
My name is time. I haven’t always been and
I won’t always be, but right now I’m on the
move, measuring out life.
Men wait for me, submit to me, fear me; but
no one can stop me except God. He is in control,
and He says I am running out...
Most men think I’m on the move forever. But
I’m not. When I stop, eternity will keep right on
going...
And it will be too late—too late for
repentance, too late for getting right with God
through Jesus Christ His Son, too late for faith—
just “forever” left for tears and anguished
regrets....
Now is the day of salvation. Will it be that day
for you?
My name is TIME, and I’m on the move. I’m
nearing the end. And I’m taking you with me...
into Eternity.
Author Unknown

think about this, if everyone has this same

INEZ (SIMMONS) BRANTLEY
November 29, 1913 - October 5, 1998
We will sorely miss this great Christian lady who meant so much to the establishment and
progress of this congregation of the Lord’s church here at Bellview. She influenced so many lives
for that which is good in this life that it seems impossible to measure.
She stood shoulder to shoulder with her husband, Hairston Brantley, in a marriage that exceeded
66 years, because they were joined heart to heart. She led a life in the church that was exemplary
by her faithfulness, her benevolence, her service as a teacher, her hospitality, and her willingness
to be there to work with her hands to perform all duties that fell within the scope of a Christian
wife.
Sister Brantley was born in Brewton, Alabama, but had spent most of her life here in the
Pensacola, Florida, area. We at Bellview Church of Christ extend sincere sympathy to her family
at this time of tremendous loss.

Bellview Church of Christ
Gospel Meeting
October 25 - 30, 1998
Sunday Morning: 9:00 & 10:00 A.M.
Sunday - Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.
with

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
Speaking on:
Sunday Bible Class: “The Lord’s Supper”
Sunday A.M. Worship: “It Is Good For Us To Be Here”
Sunday P.M. Worship: “What The Bible Teaches About Discipleship”
Monday Evening: “The Significance Of The Silence Of Scripture”
Tuesday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About Baptism”
Wednesday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Church”
Thursday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Cross”
Friday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Second Coming
Of Christ”
Covered-dish meal will be provided at 6:00 P.M. Visitors are invited to every meal.
Visitation Group 1 - Monday; Visitation Group 2 - Tuesday;
Visitation Group 3 - Wednesday; Thursday - Open to everyone
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, Jennette
Nall, and Angie Kelly.

READING/INVITATION
October 14, 1998
Reading: Bill Cline
Invitation: Tim Lamb
October 21, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Tony Liddell

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
October 11, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
October 12, 1998–Visitation Group 3 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
October 18, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
October 19, 1998–Visitation Group 1 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
October 25, 1998–Daylight Saving Time
ends at 2:00 A.M. Set your clocks back
one hour before going to bed Saturday
evening.
October 25-30, 1998–Gospel Meeting with
Dub McClish from Denton, TX, will be
speaking. Make plans now to attend and
invite your family, friends, neighbors,
co-workers, and anyone else.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Vegetable and Chicken Soup

THINK ABOUT THIS
Parents cannot expect more decency of
their children that they insist on for their
own lives.

VOL. XXVII

OCTOBER 12, 1998

NO. 41

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595; Fax (850) 455-9940

Internet Web Page: http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/dmowery
MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF OUR GOSPEL
MEETING
Jerry W. Joseph
In the minds of some people, gospel meetings
are no longer important. To some it is just a waste
of time. Some are indifferent toward them
completely. Any gospel meeting is doomed to fail
(1) when we do not pray for its success; (2) when
we do not participate in promoting the meeting;
and, (3) when we are not present for the services
during the meeting. Our gospel meeting will
demand our prayers, preparing of our hearts, our
participation, and our being present at the
services. The importance of our meeting can be
seen in that...
The SCRIPTURES will be EXAMINED. It
is always good that we can come together to
study (2 Tim. 2:15); read (1 Tim. 4:13) and

meditate (Psa. 1:1-2) upon God’s Word. We must
come to a knowledge of the Word (1 Tim. 2:4).
We must know the truth and continue to grow in
knowledge of it (John 8:32; 2 Pet. 3:18).
The SON OF GOD will be EXALTED. Paul
declared, “For I determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Peter on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2) proclaimed Christ to the
people. Christ must be preached to a lost and
dying world.
SIN will be EXPOSED. It is sin that separates
man from God (Isa. 59:1-2). It is sin that brings
about man’s condemnation (Rom. 6:23). We must
therefore be ready to oppose and expose all sin
(Eph. 5:11).
SATAN will be ENCOUNTERED. Satan
will be doing whatever he can to make our gospel
meeting a failure. If we do not pray for it,
participate in it, and if we fail to be present for
the services; Satan will be happy. Let us do as
James declared, “Resist the devil, and he will flee

from you” (Jam. 4:7).
SALVATION will be EXPLAINED.
Because of sin, man needs salvation. God desires
the salvation of all (1 Tim. 2:4). By the grace of
God salvation is made available to all through His
Word (Tit. 2:11-12). Only by obeying the Gospel
of Christ can one be saved (Rom. 1:16-17; Mat.
7:21). This involves faith (John 8:24); repentance
(Luke 13:3); confession (Mat. 10:32) and being
baptized (Mark 16:16).
SINNERS will be EXHORTED. When we
have sinned we must get out of those sins. When
the way of salvation is proclaimed, sinners must
be exhorted and encouraged to turn from Satan
and to turn to God in obedience (Acts 2:27-40).
SAINTS will be EDIFIED. Every child of
God needs to be built-up and strengthened. When
w e a s s e mb l e t o g e t h e r i n o u r m e e t i n g ,
worshipping together in praying, singing, and
studying from the Word of God, we can’t help
but be edified and made stronger (Acts 20:32;
Heb. 10:24-25).
Our gospel meeting is of supreme importance.
Pray for it! Participate in it! Be present for every
service! “For we are labourers together with
God” (1 Cor. 3:9).
Copied

Be genuinely interested in people! It’s easy
to treat people as if they are really worth
something if you remember: THEY ARE!
Be generous with praise! You can literally
“praise people to greatness” (works with kids,
marriages, and church members).
Be considerate of the feelings of others! The
golden rule applies do to others as you would
have them do to you (Luke 6:31).
Be thoughtful of others’ opinions! There
may be three sides of a controversy: (1) yours, (2)
the other fellow’s, and (3) the right side!
Be alert to give service! The “servants” and
the givers are the ones on the way to “greatness”
(Mat. 20:26). “But it shall not be so among you:
but whosoever will be great among you, let him
be your minister.” Jesus came to serve (Mat.
20:28. “Even as the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many.”
Author Unknown

THE PEOPLE
BUSINESS

Please keep reading your Bibles! Here is why:
40% of our brotherhood attends only one service
a week; 50% do not know why we do not use
instrumental music in worship; 35% of the above
50% would not mind the use of instrumental
music in worship; 10% believe that one church is
as good as another; 90% do not subscribe to a
religious publication; 75% cannot find the plan of
salvation in the Bible.
Most of this comes from a lack of knowledge,
but much of it can be attributed to the
indifference of members in general study of
God’s Word. The sad thing about the whole
matter is that the people who need to study the
Bible the most are the ones who study it least at
home and will not attend the Bible classes with
the saints.
Deceased

Speak to people! There is nothing as nice as
a cheerful word of greeting.
Smile at people! Smiling is the international
language. It takes 72 muscles to frown; but only
14 to smile. And it pays dividends!
Call people by name! The sweetest music to
anyone’s ears is the sound of their own name!
“Greet the friends by name” (3 John 14).
Be friendly and helpful! The best way to
have friends is to be a friend. Jesus was called the
“friend of sinners” (Luke 7:34).
Don’t put strings on your love! None of this
“I’ll love you IF.” Jesus loves “because” and “in
spite of.”

READ FOR
YOUR LIFE!
Guy N. Woods

Bellview Church of Christ
Gospel Meeting
October 25 - 30, 1998
Sunday Morning: 9:00 & 10:00 A.M.
Sunday - Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.
with

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
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Sunday Bible Class: “The Lord’s Supper”
Sunday A.M. Worship: “It Is Good For Us To Be Here”
Sunday P.M. Worship: “What The Bible Teaches About Discipleship”
Monday Evening: “The Significance Of The Silence Of Scripture”
Tuesday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About Baptism”
Wednesday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Church”
Thursday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Cross”
Friday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Second Coming
Of Christ”
Covered-dish meal will be provided at 6:00 P.M. Visitors are invited to every meal.
Visitation Group 1 - Monday; Visitation Group 2 - Tuesday;
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Marilyn Hall, Jennette Nall, and Jerry
Lindesmith.

READING/INVITATION
October 21, 1998
Reading: Dale Cunningham
Invitation: Tony Liddell
October 28, 1998
Gospel Meeting

MARK THESE DATES
October 18, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
October 19, 1998–Visitation Group 1 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
October 25-30, 1998–Gospel Meeting with
Dub McClish from Denton, TX, will be
speaking. Make plans now to attend and
invite your family, friends, neighbors,
co-workers, anyone, and everyone else.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

NEW ARRIVAL
David and Angie Kelly are
the parents of a baby girl,
MaKenna Alaine, born on
October 6, 1998. Our congratulations and best wishes are
extended to them.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Vegetable and Chicken Soup

SET CLOCKS BACK
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 A.M.
Sunday, October 25. Set your
clocks back one hour before
going to bed Saturday
evening.
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NO SERMON TONIGHT
Guss Eoff
In Oakland, California, in 1948, I attended a
meeting in a denominational church. The
preacher was a woman named Bebe H. Patton.
She was a follower of Amie Simple McPherson,
and a great entertainer. She really put on a show.
After about an hour of music, Mrs. Patton
came to the pulpit stand and announced, “Beloved friends, I have been waiting for God to
reveal a message for me to preach. I am sorry but
God has not put a message on my heart, so I
guess we just won’t have a sermon tonight.” She
then asked the music director to lead the congregation in a few more songs and maybe God
would reveal the sermon for her to preach.
Another twenty minutes passed and she came
to the pulpit stand again. “I have been waiting for
God to reveal a sermon this evening because God
has not revealed to me what to preach.” The
music director was asked to lead two more songs.
When the last song was finished, Bebe Patton

came to the pulpit stand and announced: “Friends,
I do not have a message from God to deliver
tonight, so I guess we should have a prayer and a
song, and dismiss. Wait a moment! ‘What was
that you said Jesus?’ Wait friends! ‘Say that again
Lord. Oh, thank you Jesus, yes Jesus, I understand.’ Well, here it is friends, Jesus just told me
to preach about...
, and that is my subject.’
‘Oh, thank you Jesus.’ ” Then she started to
deliver a message. I am sure that Jesus did not
reveal what she said, because it was contrary to
what He revealed in His Word.
As I read an article about a supposed church
of Christ preacher, I could not help but remember
Bebe Patton. In 1948, several of us preachers who
were at that meeting in Oakland, challenged Bebe
Patton to debate the idea that God had revealed a
special message to her. Of course she would not
accept the challenge.
The Music/Youth and Education director for
the North Madison Church of Christ, Madison,
Texas, wrote about a subject he delivered entitled
“Drawing Water From Empty Wells.” He claimed

that the Spirit gave him that subject. Listen to
what he said, “You see, I fully believed that the
Spirit gave me the subject of ‘Drawing Water
From Empty Wells.’ I had not planned on my
thoughts going in that direction nor had I intended in addressing such issues. Yet, as I prayed
for God’s blessing and leading, the subject came
to me and then would not leave my mind.”
Can you imagine what things people could
come up with, if such leading were of God. God
does not reveal anything to man, separate and
apart from His Word. I am not surprised any
more about what some preachers may claim.
Look out Bebe Patton, here comes Dale
Underwood.
P.O. Box 137; Llano, TX 78643

CHALLENGE OF A
GOSPEL MEETING
Franklin Camp
1. A Gospel Meeting Is A Challenge To Our
Faith In The Power Of The Gospel. Do we believe that the gospel will save men? Do we
believe it has the power to change the lives of
men? Are there people that we feel that the
gospel will not do any good? If so, it is an
indication that we do not believe the power of the
gospel. If we do not believe that the gospel has
power enough to change the lives of men then we
might as well not have the meeting.
2. A Gospel Meeting Is A Challenge To Every
Member Of The Church To Work. Nothing will
succeed without work. This is true of a meeting.
We have drifted into thinking that a meeting can
be successful by just running an ad in the paper
and making a few announcements. These things
should be done, but they will not take place of
every member working for the meeting. If the
meeting is not worth working for, it is not worth
having.
3. A Gospel Meeting Is A Challenge Of Our
Interest. Our meeting will show where our heart
is. It will separate the sheep from the goats. To be

a Christian is to be interested in the lost and to be
interested is to be busy trying to save them, by
using our opportunities during the meeting. There
is something wrong with a person’s heart that
claims to be a CHRISTIAN AND IS NOT INTERESTED IN A GOSPEL MEETING.
4. A Gospel Meeting Is A Challenge To The
Devil. It is saying to the devil, “You are in for a
fight and we are not giving you an inch.” Let us
press the battle against him. For too long we have
let the devil have his way. Let us meet him on
every corner with sword drawn.
5. A Gospel Meeting Is A Challenge To Error.
Error and false doctrine are the right hand tools of
the devil. The gospel will be preached and error
opposed. Let us back it up without fear or
apology.
Deceased

TEN STEPS TOWARD
A SUCCESSFUL
GOSPEL MEETING
Ron Williams
1. SAVE time each day to pray to God for the
meeting.
2. SOW the seed of enthusiasm in talking
about our upcoming meeting.
3. SAY a kind word in regard to this gospel
effort.
4. SHOW up on time for each service of the
meeting.
5. SIT toward the front of the building.
6. SPEAK to everyone—both church member
and visitor alike.
7. SING out praises to God in song and worship Him acceptably.
8. SANCTIFY yourself before God and His
people.
9. STAY late and visit with our guests and
those who may respond.
10. SEE the meeting through to the very end!
Copied

Bellview Church of Christ
Gospel Meeting
October 25 - 30, 1998
Sunday Morning: 9:00 & 10:00 A.M.
Sunday - Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.
with

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas
Speaking on:
Sunday Bible Class: “The Lord’s Supper”
Sunday A.M. Worship: “It Is Good For Us To Be Here”
Sunday P.M. Worship: “What The Bible Teaches About Discipleship”
Monday Evening: “The Significance Of The Silence Of Scripture”
Tuesday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About Baptism”
Wednesday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Church”
Thursday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Cross”
Friday Evening: “What The Bible Teaches About The Second Coming
Of Christ”
Covered-dish meal will be provided at 6:00 P.M. Visitors are invited to every meal.
Visitation Group 1 - Monday; Visitation Group 2 - Tuesday;
Visitation Group 3 - Wednesday; Thursday - Open to everyone
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, and Marilyn Hall. Neva
Bryant will have surgery on October 28.

READING/INVITATION
October 28, 1998
Gospel Meeting
November 4, 1998
Reading: Cary Ayliffe
Invitation: Daniel Coe

MARK THESE DATES
October 25-30, 1998–Gospel Meeting with
Dub McClish from Denton, TX, will be
speaking. Make plans now to attend and
invite your family, friends, neighbors,
co-workers, and anyone else.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Vegetable and Chicken Soup

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

WAS THE ARK BIG ENOUGH?
The Bible says that Noah took at least
two of every kind of land animal into the
ark. The ark had about 1,396,000 cubic feet
of space, which is equal to 522 standard
railroad stock cars. There are 17,600 species of mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians. This would mean the ark would
have to hold about 35,000-40,000animals.
The few large animals were no doubt represented by young animals which would take
up less room and ensure longer life after the
flood. One hundred and fifty railroad cars
would hold all the animals. This would
leave the space of 372 stock cars to carry
Noah’s family and all the necessary food.
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CHALLENGES IN THE
DAYS OF YOUTH
2 Timothy 2:22
Jimmy Clark
“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim.
2:22). Every generation must be taught and
appreciate the same principles for living. Though
advances in technology, medicine, transportation,
etc., come over time; some things do not change.
There are basic human challenges that face every
generation. Youth today face the same obstacles
that their parents and grandparents did in the days
of their youth. It is vital that the youth of today
learn the lessons early to meet the challenges for
themselves and to help the youth of tomorrow, if
the Lord wills there to be a tomorrow. The opposites of righteousness, faith, charity, and peace

are wickedness, skepticism, hate, and discord.
These problems have plagued the world since sin
entered in and will continue to be a challenge to
humanity. Consider some other challenges which
are especially challenging to youth.
1. Acceptance. Though every young man and
young woman wants to have their own identity,
they also want to have a sense of belonging.
Striving to be accepted by one’s peers is a pressure which drives people to do any number of
things. The Scriptures give great warning about
seeking to please the masses. The law of Moses
stressed, “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do
evil” (Exo. 23:2). Jesus Himself said, “Enter ye in
at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat” (Mat. 7:13). When
it comes to the matter of acceptance, the question
must always be asked, “Who am I seeking to
please?” Respect comes from taking a stand as a
leader for what is right. Joshua said, “And if it
seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you

this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods
which your fathers served that were on the other
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD” (Jos. 24:15). It does not
take much character to bend with every trend that
comes around. It must always be remembered
that the world is not going to accept true righteousness. It must also be remembered that those
who do respect and follow true righteousness are
the ones to draw close to anyway. If one has a
hundred peers who love him and yet are doers of
unrighteousness, the tendency is to compromise
and give in to the group. Paul wrote, “Be not
deceived: evil communications corrupt good
manners” (1 Cor. 15:33). Seek to be a good
influence toward everyone but a follower of the
Lord supremely.
2. Affluence. Man lives in a material world
that values what can be seen above all else.
Though it is true that man must have some type
of financial income in order to function in this
life (Ecc. 7:12; 1 Tim. 5:8), one must also learn
that abundance alone does not make real living.
Jesus said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth”
(Luke 12:15). Everyone must come to learn the
lesson that Paul addressed, when he said, “Not
that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned,
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.
I know both how to be abased, and I know how to
abound: every where and in all things I am
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both
to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phi.
4:11-13). Paul knew that regardless of the outward circumstances, putting one’s trust in the
Lord is more important than anything else. The
glory of things catches the eyes of young and old
alike. All must learn that the glories of the
material are nothing compared to the glory of

what is eternal (2 Cor. 4:18; Rom. 8:18). Man is
but a steward to use God’s benefits to honor God.
Such will benefit in more ways than the world
knows.
3. Amusement. Youth live in somewhat of a
carefree world where many of the serious
decisions of life are handled by parents or
guardians. If youth do not develop a sense of
responsibility through work and obligations, then
life seems to be one big entitlement. There is a
place for fun (Ecc. 3:4; 5:18). However, life is not
all fund and games (Ecc. 2:1-11). There is no
place for fun at the expense of someone else (Pro.
26:18-19). One must remember that though sin
has its pleasure, it also has its penalties (Ecc.
11:9-10). “Though a sinner do evil an hundred
times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I
know that it shall be well with them that fear
God, which fear before him” (Ecc. 8:12). God has
given many things in life to enjoy (1 Tim. 6:17),
but it is not without responsibility (1 Tim. 6:2021). There will always be a challenge to keep life
balanced.
1730 Maple St.; Grand Prairie, TX 75050

EUPHEMISMS
Garry Stanton
The Christian’s speech should be a vital
concern to us for it surely is to God. The
Christian is told: “Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers” (Eph. 4:29). We read that
the Christian’s speech should always be “seasoned with salt” (Col. 4:6). Telling crude and
suggestive jokes and stories is forbidden. The
child of God should never let that which is
profane and unholy cross his lips. We realize that
curse words and the taking of God’s name in vain
are wrong. We would not dare use the sacred
name of God or His Son in a flippant way nor

would we ever use offensive and destructive
curse words.
But one area where we are not as careful is the
use of euphemisms. I am sure that when
Christians use euphemisms in a bad way they do
so because they do not realize that such is wrong.
A euphemism is “the use of a word or phrase that
is less expressive or direct and considered less
distasteful or offensive” (Webster’s). A euphemism is “the expression for a harsh or blunt one”
(American Collegiate Dictionary).
Words are not bad because of the way they
sound but because of what they mean. For example, “damn” and “dam” are pronounced the
same, but only one is considered a curse word.
Curse words are wrong because of their meaning;
euphemisms that take the place of those curse
words are no better. Euphemisms mean the very
same thing as the curse words they replace.
Euphemisms are considered “less distasteful or
offensive,” but they are still distasteful and
offensive. Some people, when confronted about
the use of euphemisms, will say that they did not
know what they mean. I know this is true but the
ignorance of the fact does not change the fact that
they are wrong. If someone uses a foreign curse
word unknowingly, it is still a curse word to
everyone who knows that language. A euphemism used unknowingly still stands for a curse
word or is still taking the name of God in vain to
everyone who knows the word’s meaning.
Christians who use a foreign curse word unknowingly will never use that word again once
they realize its meaning. Christians who learn the
meaning of euphemisms should never use that
word again once they learn the meaning of that
word!
Notice the following euphemisms:
Gosh—a “euphemism for God.”
Golly—a “euphemism for God.”
Gee or Gee Whiz—a “euphemism for Jesus
Christ.”

Darn—“damn, a euphemism for the curse.”
Heck—“exclamation used as an euphemism for
hell.”
Confound it—a euphemism for “damn it.”
Shoot!—a “euphemism for shit.”
Dog-gone-it—a “euphemism for God damn it.”
This is not an all inclusive list, there are
others. If you have any doubts about a word, get
your dictionary out and look it up, you might be
in for a shock. Let’s remember the words of Jesus
when he warned us “that every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof
in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be
condemned” (Mat. 12:36-37).
2707 Mt. Holly Road; Camden, AR 71701

THE BEAR AND THE
RED HOT STOVE
Once in a dense forest a big bear broke into a
cabin of some hunters. They were out at the time
but had left a fire in a pot-bellied stove. The bear
saw the red hot stove and figured it was an
enemy, so he ran over and put a bear hug on it.
Naturally, he was severely burned, but Mr. Bear
thought the enemy was trying to fight back, so he
squeezed a lot harder and was burned even more.
The more he squeezed the more he was burned.
What a vicious circle for a vicious bear to be in.
There are many who would say, “What a
dumb animal to hug something to his own hurt.”
But it might be they are doing the same thing.
How many people are there who hug worldliness
(lying, dancing, adultery, wearing immodest
apparel, drinking, etc.) to themselves and refuse
to part with it? Let someone warn them of the
danger and they will hug it all the more. Many
cannot bear to part with the sin of worldliness,
and yet they cannot be saved while holding to it.
Too many of us are acting a great deal like that
bear.
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters (not doing well), Mary Muldoon,
Martha Wilcoxson, Jerry Lindesmith, and
Marilyn Hall. Neva Bryant will have surgery on October 28. Gina Cates (Allen and
Diana Brazell’s daughter) is in Gulf Breeze
Hospital.

READING/INVITATION
November 4, 1998
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Daniel Coe
November 11, 1998
Reading: David Kelly
Invitation: Dusty Wilkes

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
November 2, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 8, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
November 9, 1998–Visitation Group 3
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
November 16, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 23, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 30, 1998–Visitation Group GetTogether at 6:00 P.M., in the general
purpose building. A pot-luck dinner will
precede the meeting.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Vegetable and Chicken Soup

DIRECTORY CHANGE
Dale Cunningham new telephone number is 458-6388. Please update your directory.
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THE FIRST CENTURY
CHURCH—DO WE
MEASURE UP?
B. J. Clarke
Some ridicule the concept embodied within
the title of this article. They ask, “Why would we
want to use these first century churches, with
their human frailties, as a standard by which to
measure ourselves? How can these imperfect
churches possibly serve as a model or pattern for
us to imitate?” Or, they ask, “Which New
Testament church do you want to restore? Do you
want to imitate Jerusalem, with its neglect of the
widows? Or, do you want to be like Corinth:
abuse of the Lord’s supper, denial of the
resurrection, etc., etc., etc.?”
The above questions cloud the real issue of
what it means to restore the New Testament
church. In the first place, the plea to restore the

New Testament church is not a plea to imitate
every single thing that a local church of the New
Testament is recorded to have done. Rather, it is
a plea to imitate the churches of the New
Testament insofar as they imitated the will of
God. Just as Paul was to be imitated only as he
imitated Christ (1 Cor. 11:1), so, likewise, the
churches of the New Testament should be
imitated only wherein they followed God’s Word.
The apostolic pattern, recorded in Holy
Scripture, makes it clear that we should not
imitate Jerusalem’s neglect of widows, nor
should we emulate Corinth’s vices as described in
1 and 2 Corinthians. In short, to determine
whether a church in the New Testament should be
imitated in a particular action, all we have to do
is read our Bibles and ascertain whether the
co nduct of said ch u rch is ap p ro v ed o r
condemned!
HOW DO WE MEASURE UP IN
DISSEMINATING THE GOSPEL?
Jesus expected His disciples to take the gospel

to every creature of all nations (Mat. 28:19-20;
Mark 16:15). This preaching of the gospel was to
begin in Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-4; Luke 24:47) and
spread from there to Judea, Samaria, and to the
uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). It pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe (1 Cor. 1:21).
How well did the first century church do in
obeying the great commission? The Word was
preached on Pentecost and about 3,000 gladly
received the Word and were baptized (Acts 2:1441). In the days immediately following Pentecost,
the church continued to grow on a daily basis
(Acts 2:47). In the weeks, months, and years
which followed, the church continued to multiply
and grow on a daily basis (Acts 4:4; 5;14; 6:1, 7;
8:12; 9:31, 42; 11:19-24; 12:24; 13:44-52; 16:5;
19:20). Paul affirmed that the gospel had gone
“unto the ends of the world” (Rom. 10:18) and
had been “preached to every creature which is
under heaven” (Col. 1:23).
How well are we doing in obeying the great
commission? From 1945-1965, the churches of
Christ were reported to be the fastest growing
religious group in the United States. However,
recent statistics reveal that we are not even
among the top 10 religious groups who are
growing the fastest. Are we turning the world
upside down (Acts 17:6)? For that matter, are we
even turning our local communities upside down?
Excuses are often heard in defense of why we are
not growing today.
1. They had miracles in the 1st century.
Such a statement displays a misunderstanding of
the purpose of New Testament miracles (Mark
16:20; John 20:30-31; Heb. 2:3-4). Furthermore,
miracles do not explain the rapid growth of the
Lord’s church from 1945-1965, for they didn’t
exist at that time. Also, although we do not have
miracles today, we do have technology and mass
media outlets available to us that were not even
dreamed of in the 1st century.
2. We live in a world that is hostile to the
gospel. Compare our world with that of the 1st

century. Talk about a hostile world! Jesus was
crucified for His religious teachings and His life
(Mat. 27:22; John 1:10-11). Jesus warned His
apostles that the world would hate them and that
they would be killed by those who thought they
were doing God a service (John 15:18-20; 16:2).
How many of us can identify with the suffering
Paul described in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28?
3. We’re growing spiritually and that’s
what really counts. What is wrong with growing
in number also? The early church grew both
spiritually and numerically! Acts 16:5 describes
a daily growth of the church almost 20 years after
Pentecost. Whereas we should not emphasize
numbers for the sake of numbers, we should
place a value on each soul.
Why is there such a vast difference between
the growth of the early church and that of the
Lord’s church today? It all boils down to one
word—commitment. The first century disciples
were so committed that they were willing to
suffer physical persecution, and even death, for
Him (Acts 5:28-42; 7:54-60; 2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rev.
2:10). The problem with Christians today is that
nobody wants to kill them anymore!
Too many today, “They profess that they
know God; but in works they deny him, being
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every
good work reprobate” (Tit. 1:16). They “talk the
talk” but do not “walk the walk.” They call Jesus
“Lord,” but they do not do the things that He says
(Mat. 7:21-24; Luke 6:46). Many will not suffer
verbal persecution, much less physical
persecution, for the cause of Christ. Many refuse

VISITATION GROUP
GET-TOGETHER
Monday, November 30 at 6:00 P.M.
In the general purpose building.
A pot-luck dinner will precede the meeting.
All members of the congregation are
expected to attend.

to sacrifice an evening of television, much less
their very lives, in order to advance the cause of
Christ! When we sow the seed of the kingdom,
the Word of God, (Luke 8:11) bountifully, we
shall reap a bountiful harvest. Conversely, when
we sow the Word sparingly, we shall reap
sparingly.
The first century church spread the Word far
and wide (1 The. 1:8) and that is why the church
grew abundantly. Similarly, when the church of
Christ grew so much from 1945-1965 it was
because the members possessed an abundance of
Bible knowledge and a commitment to sow it
abundantly into the hearts of men. If we want the
Lord’s church to grow today we must be more
diligent in broadcasting the seed of the kingdom.
P.O. Box 128; Southaven, MS 38671

1999 DIRECTORIES
The directories for 1999 will be printed
this month. If you have any changes please
contact the office as soon as possible.

WHY DOES THE
CHURCH NOT USE
MECHANICAL
INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC IN WORSHIP?
James Gravelle
As this matter is considered, we need to
understand that in each and every passage
withing the New Testament where music in
worship to God is considered, there is no mention
of the accompaniment of instruments. Consider
these two passages: Ephesians 5:19; Colossians
3:16. Within each passage the direct statement is
given—“SING.”
During the summer vacation between her 1st

and 2nd grade years, my daughter was watching
TV and a commercial advertising a country
western group was on. They were singing popular
gospel songs accompanied by instruments.
Jennifer looked at me and said that what they
were doing was wrong. As I asked her why, she
said that the Bible did not tell us to use them. I
asked her to get her Bible and read aloud the
verses mentioned earlier. After she did, I asked
her just what those verses told us to do. Her reply
was “sing.” She, however, did not see just where
that it became wrong to use the instruments. With
a little help, she realized very quickly that what
God has not authorized is sinful. I asked her what
would happen if her mother told her to go to the
store and buy a gallon of milk. Her mother gave
her a $5 bill and sent her on her way. But in
addition to the milk, Jennifer bought 100 pieces
of bubble gum. I asked what would happen when
you got home? She said that she would be in BIG
TROUBLE. When I asked why, she said that her
mother did not tell her that she could spend the
rest of the money; that she was not authorized to
buy the bubble gum. In like manner, God has told
us to sing. To add any other ingredient to that is
going beyond what God has authorized. To do so
is sin.
Look specifically at the account of Nadab and
Abihu in Leviticus 10. We see them offering
what is called strange (unauthorized) fire. We see
also God’s displeasure and action that was taken
against those who take upon themselves to add to
what God has given us to do.
Those who will add to the New Testament
worship instrumental music or any other
unauthorized act or thing will receive the
unbridled wrath of God as they stand before Him
in judgment (Deu. 4:2; 12:32; Pro. 30:6; Rev.
22:18-19). May God help us to always do the
very best we can to abide solely by what He has
authorized.
818 East Fincastle Tnpk.; Tazewell, VA 24651
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, and Neva
Bryant. Allen and Diana Brazell’s daughter,
Gina Cates, is in Gulf Breeze Hospital.

RESTORED/PLACED
MEMBERSHIP
Steve Joslin was restored to Christ on
October 29, 1998. He has placed membership with the Bellview congregation. His
address is 2690 Highway 95-A South;
Cantonment, FL 32533. The telephone
number is 478-6568. Please keep Steve in
your prayers and assist him in any way you
can.

READING/INVITATION
November 11, 1998
Reading: David Kelly
Invitation: Dusty Wilkes
November 18, 1998
Reading: Michael Wilkes
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
November 8, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
November 9, 1998–Visitation Group 3
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
November 16, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 23, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat
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RIDING IT OUT
Steve Ellis
Having lived for some twenty years on the
southeast coast of Florida, this writer can truly
empathize with the residents of eastern North
Carolina who recently suffered a terrible,
sustained pounding from hurricane Bonnie.
While the vast majority of people living in the
accurately predicted path of this huge storm fled
to safety as authorities urged them to do, as
always a few stubborn souls elected to stay in
their houses and “ride out” the hurricane. While
watching news reports of this risky behavior, it
occurred to me that, ironically, the behavior of
the small minority in the face of impending
physical disaster is typical of the behavior of the
vast majority toward eternal spiritual disaster.
With far greater accuracy than modern
weather forecasters have ever achieved, God
inspired the writers of various books of the Bible
to predict a great judgment day that is surely

coming for everyone. For example, Paul wrote in
2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be
good or bad.” In order to be among those who
have “done good,” we must heed God’s warning
and flee to the one place of spiritual safety He has
provided, “the salvation which is in Christ Jesus
with eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2:10).
All people should be constantly grateful that
God has so clearly revealed those acts of
obedience which constitute a “spiritual escape
route” leading from certain destruction to
salvation in Christ. God has told us plainly that
we do our part to help remove ourselves from
eternal harm’s way by hearing His Word, believing in Jesus, repenting of our sins, confessing
our faith in Jesus, being baptized into Christ and
living faithfully thereafter (Rom. 10:17; Mark
16:16; Acts 17:30; Rom. 10:10; Acts 2:38; Gal
3:26-27; Rev. 2:10). Those who refuse to heed

God’s warning and follow His instructions are
committing spiritual suicide.
Although it is usually foolish and unjustified,
it is often possible to stay in one’s house in the
path of a hurricane and to “ride out the storm.”
However, none can ignore God’s prediction of
coming judgment and refuse to prepare in His
appointed way without suffering eternal spiritual
ruin. Jesus Himself said, “And every one that
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and
great was the fall of it” (Mat. 7:26-27).
3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd; Memphis, TN 38125

1999 DIRECTORIES
The directories for 1999 will be printed
this month. If you have any changes please
contact the office as soon as possible.

GUILT BY
ASSOCIATION
Noah A. Hackworth
A good brother once said,
Is there such a thing as guilt by association?
When brethren, especially preachers,
continually seek the services and fellowship of
those who are known false teachers, is there
any justification in questioning their doctrinal
soundness? Brethren, if the New Testament is
going to be our only rule of faith and practice,
then lines are going to have to be drawn and
their boundaries adhered to!

There is biblical authority to “mark” false
teachers (Rom. 16:17). There is not only the
“right to do it,” we have no “right not to do it”
because “a little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump” (1 Cor. 5:6; 2 The. 3:6). We are not to
have any company with any man who does not

obey the teaching of Jesus Christ. But someone
will invariably say, “Didn’t Jesus associate with
sinners?” Yes, indeed! But why? To endorse and
encourage their sinfulness? Never! Jesus
frequently associated with sinners because they
were sick and needed a physician (Mat. 9:10-12).
It is not wrong to invite a “Jehovah’s Witness”
into your house to teach him the truth, but it is
wrong to encourage him in his views and bid him
God’s speed (2 John 9-11). This passage forbids
the encouragement and/or support of a false
teacher. In the phrase “guilt by association” the
key word is “association” which involves a
connection of the mind and imagination, and
should I preach a sermon in a denominational
church, which I attempted to do some years ago,
it would not be to “connect” with it, but rather to
teach the truth. Paul went into the synagogue on
the Sabbath, not to “keep it,” or to agree with
those who did, but to teach the truth to those
gathered there (Acts 17:1-3). The same brother
we quoted at the beginning also suggested several
ways whereby one could be guilty by association.
Silence
There is a time to keep silence and there is a
time to speak. When the facts are known and
when the need is present, it’s time to speak.
Would it be possible for me to associate with a
group of preachers and hold my peace if one of
them believed in the direct impact of the Holy
Spirit upon the human heart, and another believed
that baptism is not essential to salvation, and
another that the church is just another denomination, and another believed that tongue
speaking is still possible, and still another
believed that grace nullifies law? If I did, would
this not be guilt by association?
Defense
Several years ago when Pat Boone chose to
involve himself in the charismatic errors of his
associates, some brethren came to his defense by
saying that Pat was misunderstood, that he did
not believe or practice what his accusers were

saying. Other brethren took Pat to task over his
beliefs, especially his views on tongue speaking,
but their attempts to restore Pat to the faith failed.
To this day, it is not perfectly clear that Pat was
ever “formerly withdrawn from” by the church
where he held membership. Sound brethren knew
that Pat was an apostate and so regarded him, but
if any letters of a withdrawal were sent out,
naming the precise charges against him with
book, chapter, and verse, many of us never saw
them.
Approval
There are congregations of people who sit and
listen with complete approval to the biblical
errors espoused by their preachers week after
week. Errors involving Creation, Soteriology,
Ecclesiology, Eschatology, and a multitude of
additional things too numerous to mention. The
elders never look into such matters and the
members never seriously question what they are
hearing. This is guilt by association. A certain
denominational scholar is reported to have
written: “When easy going kindness lounges in
the place of righteous indignation, and allows
Christ-dishonoring false doctrine to play havoc
inside the church, kindness has ceased to be
Christian, it has become disguised disloyalty,
camouflaged cowardice, and a moral wasting
disease.”
4400 West Tulare Avenue; Visalia, CA 93277

THE KINGDOM OF
GOD: A QUICK STUDY
Douglas Sims
Daniel 2:37-44—Identifies the time the
kingdom would be established. Tells how long
the kingdom would last.
Isaiah 2:1-3—Identifies the place the
kingdom would have its beginning.
Joel 2:28-29—Tells how God would use the
Spirit in ushering in the kingdom.

Acts 2:1-20, 36-41—The place is fulfilled.
The Spirit’s work is fulfilled. Other information
about the kingdom we need to know:
Matthew 3:2, 4:17, 10—The kingdom was
soon coming.
Matthew 16:13-19—Christ promised to build
His church, and identifies the church as His
kingdom.
Luke 7:28—No man is greater than John, but
the least in the kingdom would be greater. Here
we see that John did not start a kingdom, and was
dead before it came.
Luke 9:11—Jesus always spoke to people
about the kingdom of God.
Luke 9:27—Some of those who heard would
live to see the kingdom come. This denies the
teaching that the kingdom is yet to come.
Luke 22:14-16—Christ said He would eat
with His followers “in His kingdom.”
Ephesians 1:22-23—The church identified as
the body of Christ.
Ephesians 5:30-32—We are members of His
body.
Colossians 1:12-18—We were transformed
into the kingdom.
Hebrews 12:28—We have received a
kingdom that cannot be moved.
These few statements from God’s Word will
help you in showing what the kingdom of God is,
and that we do not still look for its coming.
Jasper, GA

VISITATION GROUP
GET-TOGETHER
Monday, November 30 at 6:00 P.M.
In the general purpose building.
A pot-luck dinner will precede the meeting.
All members of the congregation are
expected to attend.

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, and Neva
Bryant. Gina Cates (Allen and Diana
Brazell’s daughter) is in Gulf Breeze Hospital. Susan Diaz (Joyce Johnson’s friend) is
in Sacred Heart Hospital.

READING/INVITATION
November 18, 1998
Reading: Michael Wilkes
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
November 25, 1998
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Cline

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

November 15, 1998–Elders/Deacons’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
November 16, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 23, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 30, 1998–Visitation Group GetTogether at 6:00 P.M., in the general
purpose building. A pot-luck dinner will
precede the meeting.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT
An old preacher once said he wished he
knew what kind of fruit Eve ate to make her
realize she had no clothes on; he’d like to
pass it around again.
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ONCE SAVED,
ALWAYS SAVED?
David W. Hester
I stood in the lobby of the church building,
stunned by what I had just heard. I felt somewhat
like Wile E. Coyote does when he sees the Road
Runner kick it in to “warp speed.” You know the
feeling.
Having just concluded preaching in a gospel
meeting, I had been confronted afterwards by a
denominational preacher. He mistakenly thought
I was someone else, but (to my dismay) engaged
me in a protracted discussion over the possibility
of apostasy. I attempted to show him, especially
from 2 Peter 2 and Galatians 5, how it is possible
for a child of God so to sin as to be lost eternally.
I could see I was getting nowhere with him, so
I asked him a question. “Say a person ‘gets
saved,’ as you put it, and later enters into a homo-

sexual relationship, stays in that relationship, and
dies in it. Is he saved?”
Without missing a beat, he answered, “Yes,
The blood of Christ covers him.”
Somewhat shocked, I said, “What about First
Corinthians 6:9-10?”
He said, “It doesn’t matter. That person is
saved by the blood of Jesus. Are you going to
limit God’s grace?”
I tried to approach it from a different angle.
“Okay, what about Judas Iscariot? Is he saved?”
Again, without a pause, he said, “Yes, he’s in
Heaven with Jesus.”
You can see now why I was flabbergasted. In
all my years of preaching, never once had I heard
anyone say that the betrayer of our Lord was
forgiven.
All patience and willingness to discuss on my
part went out the window at that point. I said,
“Man, that’s satanic! You’re telling me that
homosexuals and the betrayer of the Lord are in

Heaven?”
He persisted in his claim, although the
discussion had effectually ended at that point. He
shortly left, claiming I did not preach the truth!
The position taken by that individual is the
logical outcome of the proponents of “once
saved, always saved,” whether or not they want to
claim it. The aforementioned preacher at least
was forthright in admitting he accepted the
conclusion, although it is wrong. Many do not
want to accept it. They say, “If you lost it, you
never had it, and if you had it, you’ll never lose
it.”
Most of the proponents of this doctrine
usually say that Judas was never a true disciple.
However, the gospel writers make it clear he was
counted among the original twelve. In fact, Acts
1 is plain on this matter. Verse 17 quotes Peter as
saying, “For he was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry.” Luke further adds
that the group prayed in verse 25, “That he
[Matthias] may take part of this ministry and
apostleship, from which Judas by transgression
fell.” Could language be clearer? Judas was a
faithful disciple, until he succumbed to
temptation, sinned, and compounded the problem
by killing himself.
As for the homosexual, he has hope through
the gospel. However, he must give up his sin!
First Corinthians 6:9-11 lists homosexuality with
other sins that will keep one from entering
heaven. But, Paul says in verse 11, “And such
were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”
Repentance is the key. One must give up
sinful practices prior to becoming a Christian, and
continue to do so afterwards. Second Peter was
written to Christians, but Peter warned them
against falling away from the truth. How could
one lose something he never had in the first
place?

We understand the denominationalist holding
to this false doctrine. But, what is more alarming
is that there are some brethren who are beginning
to flirt with it! There are even some preachers
who are becoming more bold to proclaim it from
pulpits and bulletins. Such should not be!
I don’t know if that preacher I mentioned at
the beginning will ever come to the truth. I doubt
it, but, that doesn’t mean we can’t try to reach as
many people as possible with the truth of the
message of the Good News of salvation in Christ
through obedience to Him. Let us also resolve to
tell the truth about the possibility of apostasy.
P.O. Box 235; Morris, AL 35116

VISITATION GROUP
GET-TOGETHER
Monday, November 30 at 6:00 P.M.
In the general purpose building.
A pot-luck dinner will precede the meeting.
All members of the congregation are
expected to attend.

ENTERTAINMENT
RELIGION
Mel Futrell
The above title rings with contradiction to say
the least. Yet, this is apparently what a growing
number are calling for in the brotherhood. Rather
than being active participants in simple New
Testament worship to God, some are more interested in regressing to the status of spectator with
the expectation of being entertained. How terribly sad and shameful is the situation in some
churches of Christ that their assemblies resemble
more a game show like “Wheel of Fortune” or
“Let’s Make A Deal” than they do the New

Testament pattern of an orderly true worshiper
setting of praise to God. A few years back a sister
in Christ explained to me why she left one
congregation and began worshiping at another.
Her words were, “Too much play, not enough
Bible study.” It is no exaggeration that all over
the brotherhood church after church is turning the
assembly into a playhouse.
In 1 Corinthians 14 we have an example of a
worship assembly that was more self-pleasing
than God pleasing. Admittedly, the problem
wasn’t entertainment per se. It had to do with
some brethren abusing their spiritual (miraculous)
gifts (vv. 23-33). But, both entertainment as
“worship” and the first century abuse of miraculous powers are examples of Christians being
more interested in pleasing self than God. And
the result is the same in either case, an assembly
characterized by confusion (v. 33), indecent behavior and disorder (v. 40). In fact, Paul informed
the church at Corinth that they were on the verge
of being perceived as mad (v. 23). All of this
brought a swift rebuke by the apostle that stressed
the edification purpose of the worship assembly
(vv. 3-5, 12, 17, 26). Brethren, we don’t or at
least we shouldn’t, assemble to entertain one
another but rather to EDIFY each other. It’s
worth noting that the word edification refers to
“the promotion of spiritual growth” (Vine’s
Expository Dictionary, 2:17-18). There is no
recreation or entertainment implied in the term.
The idea and practice of entertainment in and
as worship to God didn’t originate with the
Lord’s people but rather with the denominations.
Tragically, we picked it up from them. Some time
back I clipped a church ad from a local newspaper that carried a photograph of a woman sitting asleep in the pew and this short statement:
If your idea of church is that it is dull and
boring we’ve got good news!...We offer great
sounding contemporary music, drama, relevant
messages designed to meet real needs...Visit us
this Sunday for our grand opening celebration

when our special musical guest will be the
Mustard Seeds and discover for yourself why
church never has to be boring again.

It should be apparent to all that this “marketing approach” is an impeachment of the worship of the church and thus of the Word of God.
Frankly, it sounds more like a supermarket opening to me than the first service of a new “church.”
And as mentioned earlier these unauthorized
innovations are finding their way into some
churches of Christ. Brother Tom Holland of
Nashville, Tennessee, has wisely noted:
There is a sacredness of worship that must not
be sacrificed on altars of superficial
spirituality, fads of the day, emotion-rousing
hand clapping, and entertainment-oriented
quartets and choirs. The profound dignity of
worship should not be sacrificed to shallow,
sensational displays of drama.

I couldn’t agree more. These things, and others
that could be listed, do more than just depreciate
worship. They denounce Scripture as the only
perfect blueprint (Acts 2:42; Rom. 6:17; Col.
3:17) in the religious affairs of man.
I can only guess as to what it was that led and
is leading some in this entertainment religion
direction. Possibly it is thinking that the church is
in the numbers business. Or maybe it is the oldfashion desire to be like the nations around us
(1 Sam. 8:5). But, it is not guess work to state
that the Lord’s church is facing a spoiled, entertainment-crazed society and we must take a stand.
While it is true that we wish happiness to all
and encourage love for everyone. We will not
sacrifice worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:2324) for the entertainment concerns of the worldly.
450 Harleston Road; Irmo, SC 29063

1999 DIRECTORIES
The directories for 1999 will be printed
this month. If you have any changes please
contact the office as soon as possible.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Martha Wilcoxson,
Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, Neva
Bryant, and Gina Cates (Allen and Diana
Brazell’s daughter). Rheba Stancliff is
scheduled for surgery on November 17.
Marge Williams is scheduled for surgery on
November 18 and Ray Williams is
scheduled for surgery on November 23.

RESTORED/PLACED
MEMBERSHIP
Geneave Dean was restored on
November 8 and also placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. Her
address is 253 Etta Street; Pensacola, FL
32514. Please welcome her and offer any
assistance you can.

READING/INVITATION

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

November 25, 1998
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Cline
December 2, 1998
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Jerry Caine

MARK THESE DATES
November 23, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
November 30, 1998–Visitation Group GetTogether at 6:00 P.M., in the general
purpose building. A pot-luck dinner will
precede the meeting.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat
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THE GREATEST
QUESTION
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
The question of all questions is, “What think
ye of the Christ?” What one thinks of Christ
determines his thoughts and actions on every
question. The correctness of faith depends on the
correct answer to the superlative question— What
think ye of Christ? The question of how and
when one is saved by faith through Christ is
answered when the first question is resolved. The
value of faith in salvation is determined by the
use that is made of faith. How faith is to be used
must be decided by what the gospel of Christ
says: for apart from the testimony of the divine
records, no one can settle any question as to
salvation through Christ.
Before all men today there are two plans of
salvation offered. One is of human origin, and
contradicts the teaching of Christ and His

apostles. The other is Christ’s own plan, and it
was revealed through the apostles.
Since the time of Martin Luther, the doctrine
of justification by faith alone has been taught as
a leading theological tenet. It is taught in opposition to the teaching of Christ through His
apostles. We should and do emphasize justification by faith, as the apostles of the Lord
taught it, but we refuse to add the word “alone,”
and because we refuse to do that, we are charged
with teaching justification by works and water
salvation. Paul and all of the apostles taught
justification by faith, but never did they say faith
alone. Why? “There’s a reason,”...quite a sufficient reason. First, they would have contradicted
the commission of Mark 16:15-16, which gave
them authority to preach. Second, they knew that
faith is a continuing state of mind. Faith was to be
ever present, hence a life of faith. Hence, Paul
said, “Christ liveth in me.” Do you ask how?
“The life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God” (Gal. 2:20). Thus,

Paul teaches that faith is ever present, all through
life, and is directed all the way by “the faith” of
Christ. All students of language know that we
may employ transposition of clauses in a sentence
without changing its meaning, but rather making
its meaning clearer. Transposing Romans 1:16, it
reads: “To every one that believeth it [the gospel]
is the power of God unto salvation.” So here is
the order: (1) There is a believer; (2) the believer
is in possession of “the power” that is “unto”
salvation; (3) when that “power” is used, the
believer becomes saved. Power is necessary to
accomplish anything, physical or spiritual. The
power must be used before there can be result.
The power unto salvation is the gospel. That
power and the use of it stands between the
believer and salvation. Is the believer saved
before and without the use of the power which is
“unto”—in order to—his salvation? Thus, it is
that this passage, and every other passage quoted
as a faith alone text, condemns the doctrine of
salvation at the moment one believes.
That one thinks of Christ is determined by
what he thinks of the gospel of Christ.
Deceased

THE IMPORTANCE
OF VISITATION
Have YOU visited anyone lately? Perhaps a
member of the church you have not seen at
services lately? Someone who is sick or is unable
to get out of the house? New members of the
church or someone new in the neighborhood? Be
creative. Send a card. Use the phone. But do not
lose the personal touch. Prepare a meal. Invite
them over to your house. Call and ask if they
mind if you drop by just to say hello and to check
on them. Let them know that you and the church
care about them. Remind them that we are
praying for them.
Author Unknown

VISITATION GROUP
GET-TOGETHER
Monday, November 30 at 6:00 P.M.
In the general purpose building.
A pot-luck dinner will precede the meeting.
All members of the congregation are
expected to attend.

WILLINGLY
IGNORANT
Bob Berard
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in
the last days scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens
were of old, and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water: Whereby the world that
then was, being overflowed with water, perished”
(2 Pet. 3:3-6).
All mortals are unavoidably ignorant of many
things; one has just so much time and capacity for
gathering information, and worthwhile
information abounds and multiplies by the
moment. Surely it is the case however that the
conscientious child of God will endeavor not to
be ignorant in matters essential to the salvation of
souls (Mat. 16:26; John 6:27).
Peter’s words above identify those who were
willingly ignorant of God-revealed matters which
led to a fatally erroneous conclusion about the
future. Being willingly ignorant of God’s judgment of the wicked world of old, they falsely
concluded that their future held no judgment.
Some today are willingly ignorant in ways differing in details from this negative first century

example but with the same sad consequences.
Consider—
There are those who are willingly ignorant of
the Bible in general. Many long-time members
are abysmally ignorant of what the Book of
books says about even fundamental matters. Having not studied with any regularity or intensity
and having heard “the” preacher only when they
sporadically attended and only then in the brief
moments in which they both stayed awake and
paid attention, they are grossly deficient in
knowledge of saving truth. For example, they
know that the Lord’s church does not use the
mechanical instrument of music but are not sure
why this is so and certainly could not show from
the Bible why such use constitutes sin. Brethren
in this class had best wake up and become
informed as God commands (2 Tim. 2:15; Heb.
5:12-14) Against a background of scoffers reported by Peter as being willingly ignorant, a
group in today’s church shares that infamous
description—those who are willingly ignorant
of the Bible in general (2 Pet. 3:3ff). Consider
now those who are willingly ignorant of the purpose of Bible preaching. Those on both sides of
the pulpit are discussed in turn.
First, there are those willingly ignorant
preachers (and those who select them and/or
retain them) who think that the preaching of truth
is something other than the clear, pointed, powerful proclamation of all Bible truth designed to
save the souls of those who believe and obey
God’s gracious provisions (Rom. 1:16; Mark
16:15-16; 1 Cor. 1:18ff; Mat. 12:41; Heb. 11:6).
Perhaps they see preaching as entertainment, a
make-’em-feel-good-about-themselves-regardless-of-their-spiritual-condition soothing session,
a pep rally, an interesting and informative message about current events or other mundane
affairs, a Bible study which avoids boldly confronting hearers with their need to change as God
requires, etc., ad nauseam. If so, they are willingly ignorant of the truths necessary to save their

souls or the souls of them that hear them and
tolerate such drivel (1 Tim. 4:16; Acts 20:26-27;
2 Cor. 5:11).
On the other side of the pulpit are the
willingly ignorant brethren who smugly listen
to the preachers just described so as to have their
ears thoroughly scratched and their consciences
embalmed, all the while supposing themselves to
be discerning hearers and mature in the faith.
The pew-side includes those who will even
tolerate strong preaching, but in willful ignorance, assure themselves that they are right
with God despite their transgressions because
they are in a strong church and no one has yet
come to them personally to tell them their fault.
Without minimizing the need to go to men personally in certain situations, let this group of
willingly ignorant folk know that the preaching
they have heard from God’s Word is God’s way
of informing them of their need to repent, and
they are without excuse for failing to respond (1
Cor. 1:18; Psa. 119:60).
It is indeed a strange (and patently false)
notion that members need not respond unless
personally approached about their error and
equally strange that many will not preach against
the sins of which they know the brethren to be
guilty.
P.O. Box 39; Spring, TX 77383
You are cordially invited to
celebrate with
the Gallaher Family the
Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary of
Bill & Iris Gallaher
The reception will be held on
December 5, 1998
at the General Purpose Building
located behind the church building.
Please feel free to drop in and visit
with them from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
No gifts please.
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Wa t e r s , M a r t h a Wi l c o x s o n , J e r r y
Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall, Marge Williams, Ray Williams, Rheba Stancliff, and
Gina Cates (Allen and Diana Brazell’s
daughter). Mary Muldoon is in Sacred
Heart Hospital after suffering a heart attack.

READING/INVITATION
December 2, 1998
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Jerry Caine
December 9, 1998
Reading: Brantley Johnson
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
November 30, 1998–Visitation Group GetTogether at 6:00 P.M., in the general
purpose building. A pot-luck dinner will
precede the meeting.
December 7, 1998–Visitation Group 3
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 13, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December14, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 20, 1998–Elders/Deacon’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December 21, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 28, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat

VOL. XXVII

NOVEMBER 30, 1998

NO. 48

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595; Fax (850) 455-9940

Internet Web Page: http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/dmowery
MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

PARALLEL WORSHIP
(CHILDREN’S CHURCH)
Bob Berard
Some elderships with announced good
intentions have introduced the practice of
excusing children and a few members from their
congregation’s Sunday evening worship services
for a special program called “children’s church.”
While the remainder of the church engages in a
worship assembly wherein are conducted the
same worship activities as in the Sunday morning
assembly, the children and their teachers have
parallel service or “children’s church” in a
separate location. This practice is one which is
without scriptural authorization and which
violates the injunction of Hebrews 10:25 not to
forsake “the assembling of ourselves together.”
Before beginning the reasoning process, consider
the following biblical account to emphasize the

seriousness of the departure involved in the
innovation called “children’s church.”
Saul, the first human king of Israel, once
contended that he had obeyed God when in fact
he had not done so. He had been charged to
“utterly destroy” Amalek, “man and woman,
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass”
(1 Sam. 15:3). Saul did indeed smite the
Amalekites, but he took king Agag alive and
spared the best of the sheep for a sacrifice to the
Lord (1 Sam. 15:9, 13). The good intentions Saul
may have had and the seemingly minor
deviations from the Divine instructions which
were involved in his neglect apparently led Saul
to the erroneous conclusion which he declared
to Samuel: “I have performed the commandment
of the LORD” (15:13) Samuel set the record
straight in this matter and his rebuke of Saul
prompted Saul’s own admission, “I have sinned:
for I have transgressed the commandment of the
L ORD , and thy words: because I feared the

people, and obeyed their voice” (1 Sam. 15:24).
May we never be deceived by what merely seems
to be right, but determine to be governed by what
is authorized (Pro. 14:12; Col. 3:17).
It is, of course, not the case that church
members are forbidden to meet in every group
situation smaller than the local church. Elders
have authority to call the saints together for
various specific purposes and to separate such
gatherings by category as is expedient for accomplishing their mandate of overseeing those
for whom they must give account (Acts 20:28;
1 Pet. 5:1-2; Heb. 13:17). Thus, a young men’s
training class, Bible classes for different age
groups, ladies’ class, etc., are expedient ways for
elders and other members to be spiritually nourished, corrected, and protected. These meetings
which may be divided are Distinguishable from
the assemblies of exhortation mentioned in
Hebrews 10:25, which assemblies must not be
forsaken and therefore must not be divided by
elders or anyone else for a “children’s church” or
anything else.
Excluded from present consideration are a
number of special meetings of members (e.g.,
Bible class, young men’s training class, ladies’
class, elders/deacons’ meeting, etc.) which an
eldership might rightly call into separate groups
(Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-2; Heb. 13:17).
Here we consider assemblies of exhortation
which are not to be forsaken by anyone (Heb.
10:24-25). The passage just cited says, “let us
consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works: Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching.” The “us” of the
passage (every member of the local church—if
not, why not?) are not to forsake certain
assemblies of themselves (all of “themselves”—if
not, why not?) together (can they be together in
separate places? of course not!) but rather to

exhort one another (all of one “anothers”—if not,
why not?) in these assemblies. Therefore, there
are mandated assemblies of all of the saints
together, the purpose of which is, at least in part,
to provide for the exhortation of all of the saints
by all of the saints.
On a given Lord’s day, all of the saints have
been called together in a morning service for
worship through the five obligatory avenues, the
only difference being that those attending the
morning assembly will not be partaking of the
Lord’s Supper and giving their weekly
contribution. The morning service was an assembly of exhortation, an assembly not to be
forsaken by anyone, for what other than the five
avenues of worship could rightly be done for an
assembly to qualify as an assembly of exhortation? How then, could the identical evening
assembly be something other than an assembly of
exhortation? Do the PM service attendees need to
exhort all other members? Yes! Do they deserve
to be exhorted by all of the other members? Yes!
How then can anyone be rightly removed from
this kind of assembly as an optional matter? They
cannot (Heb. 10:25)!
To simply call an assembly of exhortation by
another name in order to exempt it from the
obligation set out in Hebrews 10:25 is to reject a
Divine mandate. If God says a thing is required,
it is rebellion to claim it is not. Remember Saul
(1 Sam. 15)?
Though the American Christian Missionary
Society was claimed to be an expedient by many
brethren, including so notable a man as
Alexander Campbell, it was an arrangement
without Bible authority; therefore, it was without
God’s approval; therefore, it was sin (Col. 3:17).
Some favoring a missionary society, other than
the missionary society (the Lord’s church), embraced it for its promise of favorable results. The
proponents erred in failing to couple with good
intentions a thorough assessment of the scrip-

turalness of all of the arrangement’s constituent
elements. While the society’s friends anticipated
increase in conversions, a Divinely-approved
result, the accomplishment of this commendable
end was to employ a condemned means. It is
never right to do a wrong thing and that “never”
covers even those situations in which good ends
are intended (Rom. 3:8).
The “children’s church” arrangement is
remarkably similar. Undoubtedly some involved
are well-intentioned and have in mind at least
some anticipated results which are Heavenendorsed. However, divided assemblies of exhortation are also a product of the “children’s
church” arrangement and such division is lacking
Bible authority. The unauthorized separation (i.e.,
forsaking) of many, a few, or even one of the
saints of a congregation from an assembly of
exhortation results in a clear-cut violation of
explicit Bible teaching (Heb. 10:25).
“Oh, but it seems so harmless,” and “Oh, it
has such good results,” are but empty retorts.
Read again 1 Samuel 15 and compare Saul’s
pitiful excuses. Brethren, nothing changes the
need for Bible authority for all that we do (Col.

3:17)!
“Oh, we’ve got so many more important
things to think about,” and “Oh, you’re just
narrow-minded, negative, picky, radical,
unbalanced, etc.” are equally vain. We ask,
“Where is your Bible authority for the practice?”
and it is the children’s church proponent’s duty to
answer (1 Pet. 3:15)! Ask our God how serious it
is to do what He has forbidden. His answer is
found in the report of Uzza’s death (1 Chr. 13:910).
In connection with this issue and others our
elders, preachers, and other members urgently
need to wake up and renew a personal search of
the Scriptures to regain an appreciation of the
seriousness of the need for Bible authority and
the severity of the Almighty against those who
disregard it (Rom. 11:22; Heb. 10:31). Those
who have instituted and continue to practice the
unauthorized children’s church arrangement
should repent and give it up. Those who have
formerly endorsed it should repent and renounce
it in an effort to curb their continuing harmful
influence.
P.O. Box 39; Spring, TX 77383

NEW BIBLE CLASSES BEGINNING
Bible classes for the winter quarter will begin Wednesday, December 2 and Sunday, December
6. Make plans now to attend these classes.
Sunday Schedule
Adults I
Luke
Louis Herrington
Adults II
Mark
Paul Brantley
Adults III
Matthew
Michael Hatcher
New Converts Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living
Bill Gallaher

Adults I
Adults II
Adults III
New Converts

Wednesday Schedule
Genesis
Exodus
Law I (Leviticus & Numbers)
Studies In Christian Doctrine And Practical Christian Living

Fred Stancliff
Ray Foshee
Michael Hatcher
Bill Gallaher
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall,
Rheba Stancliff, Marge and Ray Williams,
and Gina Cates (Allen and Diana Brazell’s
daughter). Mary Muldoon is in Baptist
Hospital.

READING/INVITATION
December 9, 1998
Reading: Brantley Johnson
Invitation: Henry Born
December 16, 1998
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Ray Dodd

MARK THESE DATES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

December 7, 1998–Visitation Group 3
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 13, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December14, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 20, 1998–Elders/Deacon’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December 21, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 28, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Canned Meat

HEBREWS 10:25-26
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching. For if
we sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
no more sacrifice for sins.”
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THE POWER OF GOD’S
WRITTEN WORD
Curtis A. Cates
Paul, that outstanding apostle to the Gentiles,
was always “ready to preach the gospel,” never
being ashamed of its message: “for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom.
1:15-16). His Word is the dunamis (dynamite) to
stir people’s hearts and save their souls. When
this author and his family lived in Portland,
Oregon, they were much surprised that, whereas
they were enthralled at the beauty of Mt. Hood
and Mt. Saint Helens, the native Oregonians (at
least some of them) seemed to be little impressed.
Perhaps they have become “used” to the beauty
of those snow-capped mountains and lost interest.
Sometimes man has a theoretical knowledge of
certain facts or events, but he no longer has the
sheer awe and amazement such wonders should

evoke. Such can become true of one’s attitude
toward the all-sufficient, powerful Word of God.
Notice now the power of God’s written Word.
1. The Word has the power to produce
faith. Faith comes by hearing the Word (Rom.
10:17). One cannot call upon the Lord (in
obedience) and be saved without first possessing
faith (Rom. 10:14; Heb. 11:6). Faith is not a leap
in the dark; it is founded upon the inspired
testimony of the inspired Book (2 Tim. 3:16-17;
John 17:20-22).
2. The Word has power to turn men to the
truth, to change lives (Acts 26:17-18). God’s
love decreed that man should not have to grope in
darkness. He provided a way of escape, into the
marvelous light of the kingdom (1 John 1:1-7;
Col. 1:13-14). The Word give this light (Psa.
119:105, 130).
3. The Word has the power to convert the
soul (Psa. 19:7). Doctrines of men can convert no
one. What marvelous power the Word has upon
the minds of humble persons, who are “poor in

spirit” (Mat. 5:3; Acts 3:19; Mat. 11:28-30).
4. The Word has the power to save lost
souls. All the weapons of war combined can save
not one soul, nor can the philosophies or
“theologies” of men (Col. 2:8; Jer. 10:23). The
sword of the Spirit is the Word (Eph. 6:17; Heb.
4:12; John 8:32; 1 Cor. 1:21; John 15:2; Jam.
1:21; John 17:17; Acts 2:38).
5. The Word has the power to make a
person a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17). He is then
a child of God (Gal. 3:16-29; Rom. 6:1-4, 13,
16), no longer alienated from the life of God
through ignorance (Eph. 4:18); the knowledge of
God’s glory is now shining in his heart (2 Cor.
4:6).
6. The Word has the power to beget and
produce spiritual birth into the spiritual
kingdom, the church (1 Cor. 4:15; 1 Pet. 1:2223; John 3:3, 5). The Spirit never acts directly
upon the heart in conviction, conversion,
sanctification or edification (Luke 8:11; Eph.
6:17).
7. The Word has the power to bring blessed
assurance (Acts 8:39; 2 Pet. 1:3-4; Psa. 19:8;
Rom. 8:1-2, 37; 2 Pet. 1:3; Mat. 28:20). What
does the Word lack in order to make “the man of
God...perfect, throughly furnished” (2 Tim. 3:1617)?
8. The Word has the power to strengthen
the Christian. What need do we have for some
direct operation of the Spirit, some direct leading,
some direct illumination when the Word is fully
adequate (Acts 20:31)? Read closely
2 Corinthians 2:14; Philippians 4:13; 1:7-11;
2 Corinthians 10:4; 1 John 4:1; Acts 17:11; Psalm
119:11, 104.
9. The Word has the power to judge us in
the last day (John 12:48; 2 The. 1:6-9; Rev.
20:12; Rom. 2:16). In view of “these things,”
how should we respond to God’s Word (2 Pet.
3:11-18)?
3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd; Memphis, TN 38125

NEW ARRIVAL
Floy Dell Lindesmith is proud to announce
the birth of her great-granddaughter, Sarah
Brook, born on December 1, 1998. The parents are Chad and Jessica Lightner of Florence, Alabama. Congratulations to everyone.

REASONS TO REJOICE
Charles Box
The seventy sent out by Jesus rejoiced, but
they rejoiced about the wrong things. “And the
seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy
name. And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto
you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing
shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in
this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto
you; but rather rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven” (Luke 10:17-20). Jesus gave
the right reason for rejoicing. They were to rejoice because their “names are written in heaven.”
Let us rejoice:
REJOICE BECAUSE YOU ARE NEW IN
CHRIST. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).
The obedient believer has a new relationship—
“in Christ.” A Christian is something new
because being in Him gives us a reflection of
Divine Glory.
REJOICE BECAUSE YOUR SINS ARE
FORGIVEN. “In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7).
God’s forgiveness is that which enables the
beginning of a new life or a beginning again for
a Christian who has fallen. God’s love moved
Him to send Jesus as a sacrifice for sins to make

forgiveness possible. To become a child of God
or to be restored to Christ sins must be forgiven.
(Acts 2:36-41; 8:18-24). Forgiveness in Christ is
our greatest blessing.
REJOICE BECAUSE YOU HAVE HOPE.
“For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen
is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he
yet hope for?” (Rom. 8:24). Christians are saved
now, but there is salvation in a much larger sense
when this earthly tabernacle is put off. Our
eternal inheritance provides hope through the
worst times of life. The Christians real possession
is not what he sees, but what he hopes for.
REJOICE BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE OF
ETERNAL LIFE. “And this is the record, that
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is
in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he
that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1
John 5:11-12). Eternal life is a life exempt from
every kind and degree of evil, trouble or misery.
Eternal life is only granted by God and eternal
life is only to those in Christ.
Christians have reason to rejoice. Are you
faithful in God’s service? If not get right with
God today and you will have reason to rejoice.
P.O. Box 551; Greenville, AL 36037

STUDY!
Howell Bigham
Are you a good student of the Bible? If not,
consider what you are depriving yourself. You
are depriving yourself of the lamp that leads one
through the dark world of sin (Psa. 119:105),
food that nourishes the soul (1 Pet. 2:2; Heb.
5:12-14), the ammunition that you desperately
need to fight the devil (Eph. 6:17), edification
and encouragement (Acts 20:32), and many other
things. God commands us to study His Word. Let
us observe some things about studying the
greatest book every known to man—the Holy
Bible.
1. Scriptures that say “Study.” First Peter

3:15 states, “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear.” Peter
continues to underscore the necessity of study
when he said, “But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2
Pet. 3:18). The Bereans were commended by
Luke the physician in Acts 17:11 when he wrote,
“These were mo re noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so.”
2. Scriptures associated with a lack of
study. One of the most powerful passages
regarding a lack of study is Hosea 4:6 which
states, “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge: because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt
be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the
law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”
The Hebrews writer said concerning some of his
day, “For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the oracles of
God; and are become such as have need of milk,
and not of strong meat” (Heb. 5:12). A lack of
knowledge results from not being a good student
of the Bible. It leads one to be weak, lethargic,
and vulnerable to the wiles of the devil.
3. Self examination regarding study habits.
How would you rate yourself as a student of the
Bible? Do you know the Bible well enough to tell
someone who is lost what to do to be saved?
When the devil dangles his lures before you, have
you studied so that passages come to your
defense reminding you: “I can’t do that. I’m a
Christian”? How much time do you spend with
the “Book”? Go to God’s library and meditate on
the best material you will ever find to read—
God’s Word!
6677 County Road 236; Town Creek, AL 34572
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall,
Tim Lamb, Hairston Brantley, and Gina
Cates (Allen and Diana Brazell’s daughter).
Mary Muldoon is in Baptist Hospital, room
127.

RESTORED
John Weaver was restored on November 29, 1998. David Kelly was restored on
December 3, 1998. Please keep John and
David in your prayers and help them in
anyway possible.

READING/INVITATION
December 16, 1998
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Ray Dodd
December 23, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
December 13, 1998–Deacons’ meeting at
5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December14, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 20, 1998–Elders/Deacon’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December 21, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 28, 1998–Visitation Group 1
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly

PSALM 119:134
“Deliver me from the oppression of
man: so will I keep thy precepts.”
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CHARACTERISTICS
OF A CHRISTIAN
G. K. Wallace
A Christian is a marked man. The whole
world can tell who he is. Christ pointed out the
definite signs of a true disciple in His Sermon on
the Mount. These signs are a part of His
character, and all true Christians have every mark
to some degree. The marks of a Christian protect
him and make it possible for him to lead others to
Christ.
The marks of a Christian are not such as is
seen by certain religious cults. Jehovah does not
tell a child of His how to dress the outward man
except that the dress be modest. Any modest
apparel comes within the law of God (1 Pet. 3:34).
What then are some of the true marks of a
follower of the Lamb of God?
1. He is one who recognizes the need of a

higher power. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 5:3). A
proud and haughty spirit is evidence that one is
not a true follower of Jesus.
2. He is sorry for his mistakes. “Blessed are
they that mourn: for they shall be comforted”
(Mat. 5:4). The man who mourns for his sins will
be comforted.
3. He is a meek man. “Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth” (Mat. 5:5).
Meekness is not weakness.
4. He has an appetite for that which is good.
“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Mat. 5:6).
If one is hungry and thirsty for spiritual things he
will go where his appetite can be satisfied.
5. He is a merciful man. “Blessed are the
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Mat. 5:7).
Cruelty and harshness should have no place in
our lives and we should be kind and gentle in the
treatment of the faults and failings of all men.
6. He has a pure heart. “Blessed are the pure

in heart: for they shall see God” (Mat. 5:8). The
heart must be pure as well as the body. When the
body sins it is directed by the heart.
7. He is a peacemaker. “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of God”
(Mat. 5:9). In many congregations there are some
who constantly make trouble. They are not true
Christians regardless of how sanctimonious they
may appear. We need in our great brotherhood
this day some real peacemakers. Such is the mark
of a true child of God.
A Christian is a marked man. The world can
tell he is a disciple of Christ. When one obeys the
gospel we have no robe for him to wear that
indicates that he is a follower of Christ. We
cannot put a ring on his finger nor a hat on his
head to show the world that he belongs to the
body of Christ. However, if he is truly dependent
upon God, sorry for his mistakes, meek, merciful,
clean in heart and in life, desires spiritual things,
and is a peacemaker, all men will know that he
walks in the path of right.
Deceased

THERE’S JUST ONE
WAY TO FIX
SIN—REPENT!
Bob Berard
Man, ingenious creature that he is (and with
all the “help” he gets from Satan, Rev. 12:9), can
dream up sundry ways supposed to mollify sin’s
sting, while neglecting the absolute requirement
for forgiveness—repentance (Luke 13:3). Such
imaginary correction of man’s all-time worst
problem consoles the perpetrator and eases the
sharp prick of his pained conscience while
leaving him in the firm grip of sin’s guiltiness.
Like the popular denominational doctrine of
salvation by faith only, the forgiveness of sin

without repentance may be very full of something
one can call comfort, but the comfort is shortlived and superficial. Consider some of the many
ways men incorrectly surmise sin’s damning
consequences to be averted.
“Minor Sin,” Common Sin, Or Passionate
Sin Coupled With Subsequent
Improved Behavior
Some will claim that sin, theirs or another’s,
needs no repentance because an action was just a
minor matter in human affairs. So a brother blew
up and uttered words of hatred to his brother,
everybody loses his temper on occasion. So he
did declare things contrary to fear of God and
respect for man, he’s probably sorry for it and it
was just an outburst of an exceptionally
emotional moment; anyway, he now acts friendly
toward the one he offended. Why make waves
over that which is past? Doesn’t the Bible say
something about leaving well enough alone? Or,
what about the passage that says, “Let sleeping
dogs lie”?
All the foregoing sounds good to lots of folks,
but is so much baloney; it doesn’t change the fact
that sin must be corrected biblically (Mat. 5:22;
22:37-39; Col. 3:16). Such correction either
includes repentance (a change of the will
produced by godly sorrow, 2 Cor. 7:10) or it is
not forgiven. Such repentance will manifest itself
in confessing (acknowledging) the wrong to the
person(s) involved (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9; Jam.
5:16). So-called minor sins and common sins are
still sin, and though they may have lesser
consequences in some ways, they are spiritually
deadly and no amount of improved behavior will
dispense with the indispensable prerequisite for
forgiveness—repentance.
Sins Of Ignorance
Working with the same sin situation just
discussed, what if the person sinning doesn’t
know that he has sinned? Will not his ignorance
of the sin dispense with his need to repent? Nay,

verily! Were this so, those who crucified the Lord
were without a need to repent of their heartless
murder of the innocent Lamb of God, for the
Lord Himself said, “they know not what they do”
(Luke 23:34). Yet, those who crucified the Lord
were specifically told by inspired voices of their
guilt and their need to repent of their atrocity
(Acts 2:23, 36, 38).
Undoubtedly many sins are committed by
those who do not know that they are sinning, and
some such sins are committed by Christians. The
faithful live with an ongoing penitent attitude
which recognizes their failure to walk precisely in
the obedient steps of their Master and which
prods them to study persistently with self
examination in order to discover any overlooked
sin. Additionally, such Christians are prompt to
repent and confess their known sins and their sins
of ignorance which are subsequently brought to
their attention (Acts 8:18-24; 1 John 1:9; Jam.
1:22; 5:16). No, the sin of ignorance is not
excusable without repentance. Such actions are
by their very label identified as sin, and sin, all
sin, is conduct for which men must repent if they
are to be forgiven by God (Acts 17:30; Luke
13:3).
Forgotten Sins
Some, apparently desperate in their vain effort
to wrongly right a wrong, will claim that an
individual doesn’t need to repent of a sin that he
has forgotten about having committed. My, my,
to what lengths men will go trying to justify
themselves or others! Do such men think at all?
Do they not realize that we live our lives before
Him who forgets nothing!? God’s omniscience
retains a flawlessly accurate awareness of all that
can be known, past, present, and future;
obviously, this includes knowledge of sins that
men forget having committed and knowledge of
whether or not they have repented and made the
necessary corrections for such sins. If God
remembers the sin and if God remembers that the

sin has not been corrected by repentance, that sin
is still on the sinner’s account and subject to
ultimate payment of sin’s wages—spiritual death
(Rom. 6:23; 14:12).
Conclusion
Man is obligated to have utmost regard for
God’s will (Ecc. 12:13). God’s attitude about sin
will prevail no matter how we are able to satisfy
ourselves with some alternative; therefore God’s
attitude concerning sin and its correction should
always be respected and adopted as God’s Book
instructs (2 Tim. 3:16-17). No one should treat
sin and sinners only as seems right, or only as
they find easiest, or only as they calculate is
likely to cause the fewest ripples in the church’s
feelings. The elders of the church in particular,
are duty bound to treat sin as taught by the Bible.
To do otherwise cripples the elders’ example and
will lead them and the flock that follows them to
ultimate destruction (Heb. 13:17).
P.O. Box 39; Spring, TX 77383

READY TO QUIT
A lady hired a maid, but she noticed the maid
worked all day with her hat on. At last her
curiosity got the best of her.
“Why do you always wear your hat?” asked
the lady. “Well” replied the maid, “I want to be
ready to quit any time you say anything that may
hurt my feelings.”
Many view Christianity in the same way.
Someone says something or does or does not do
something that upsets them and they leave—quit!
Tragically, if we leave Jesus Christ and His
blood-bought church, we leave the ONLY means
of salvation. We condemn ourselves to eternal
punishment.
Obey Christ—serve Christ—through thick or
thin—good or bad times—and one day you will
hear Him say “Well done, good and faithful
servant” (Mat. 25:23).
Author Unknown
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall,
Tim Lamb, and Gina Cates (Allen and
Diana Brazell’s daughter). Mary Muldoon
is in Baptist Hospital, room 127.

READING/INVITATION
December 23, 1998
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee
December 30, 1998
Reading: Harold Maxey
Invitation: Bill Gallaher

MARK THESE DATES
December 20, 1998–Elders/Deacon’ meeting at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
December 21, 1998–Visitation Group 2
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 28, 1998–Visitation Group 3
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

PLEASE WRITE
Larry McDaniels is requesting people to
write to him. His address is: Larry P.
McDaniels #215465; Gainesville Correctional Institution/WC; 2845 NE 39th Avenue; Gainesville, FL 32509. Keep Larry in
your prayers.

PSALM 128:1
“Blessed is every one that feareth the
LORD; that walketh in his ways.”
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A BRIEF LOOK AT THE
GIDEONS
INTERNATIONAL
Mel Futrell
Rather than ask who, it would be better to ask
who hasn’t seen one of those Gideon Bibles? I
assume most people are aware that the Gideons
are the people who deposit Bibles in rooms of
most hotels and motels. They were even given
some extra international attention recently in the
movie “Mission Impossible.” But who are these
folks and what should our position be toward
them?
The Gideons originated in 1898 when three
traveling salesmen in Wisconsin formulated the
idea of placing Bibles in hotels. The first actual
placement of Bibles began in 1908 in Iron
Mountain, Montana. Their name “Gideons” is
taken from the biblical character of Judges 6 and
7. With their headquarters in Nashville,

Tennessee, Gideons International’s “ministry” is
not limited just to hotels/motels but also includes
hospitals, doctor and dental offices,
college/university campuses, and penal
institutions. This religious organization boasts
120,000 members in 170 countries and as of May
1995, had distributed 681,828,598 copies of the
King James and Modern English versions of the
Bible world-wide. It is estimated they have
passed out another 100 million copies of the
Bible since then.
Before someone in a fit of zeal without knowledge (Rom. 10:1-3) cries out praise God, there is
more to the story. According to their own
circulated materials:
The Gideon’s single objective is to win men
and women, boys and girls for the Lord Jesus
Christ. We do this by first of all personally
witnessing, and then secondly by distributing
Scriptures in various traffic lanes of life (Larry
Aspergren, International President, “The
Gideons International,” Mobile Press Register,
Saturday, October 21, 1995).

I don’t know about you, but I find this statement
of objective quite revealing to say the least. Even
their letterhead reads Distributing God’s Holy
Word-Winning Others For Christ.
I for one think it reasonable to ask how they
go about to “win men and women, boys and girls
for the Lord Jesus Christ.” Again, this can be
answered by consulting their own literature. In a
tract titled God Put It Together the Gideons lean
heavily on personal testimony to “document” the
success of their ministry. Here it just a sampling
of this ploy.
Many lives have been changed over the years
because of Bibles placed in hotel and motel
rooms. Gideons sow the Word in these human
traffic lanes where it often meets the needs of
travelers, some of whom are lonely and in
despair...Bill Rudkin of Mabelvale, Arkansas,
read the Bible in his hotel room because he
could not sleep and was bored. Because he
faced a decision that would drastically alter his
life, he looked up the references found in the
front of the Bible. Then he read the ones
relating to salvation. Before he had finished
reading all the verses, God spoke to his heart
and he surrendered his life to Christ... (Form
301, March 1995, p.4)

When one checks the salvation reference pages
included in either the back or front of a Gideon
Bible he will quickly notice that they don’t
dovetail, and that’s putting it lightly, with God’s
plan of salvation as revealed in the New
Testament. One will see sections labeled All May
Be Saved Now and Assurances As A Believer, yet,
in none of these, nor anywhere else in these
appendices, will one encounter a reference to
baptism! They even have a section titled My
Decision To Receive Christ As My Savior which
records this sinners’ prayer:
Confessing to God that I am a sinner, and
believing that the Lord Jesus Christ died for my
sins on the cross and was raised for my
justification, I do now receive and confess Him
as my personal Savior.

But the bottom line is that God does not speak
directly to one’s heart, either publicly or

privately, today. And one cannot just pray their
way out of sin and into a saved state. The
example of Cornelius in Acts chapter 10 should
suffice as proof that prayer alone won’t save
anyone. Cornelius “prayed to God always” (v. 2)
but the angel of God told him to send for Peter
who “shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do” (v.
6). And when Peter was come “he commanded
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord” (v.
48). Brethren, that account of conversion doesn’t
sound anything like what one reads in the extra
section of a Gideon Bible. In God’s plan of
salvation:
1. One must realize that he is lost in sin
(Rom. 3:23; 6:23).
2. One must understand that the blood
of Jesus is the only means of
remitting sin (Eph. 1:7; Rev. 1:5).
3. One must believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God (John 8:24;
20:30-31).
4. One must repent of his sins (Luke
13:3; Acts 17:30).
5. One must confess Jesus Christ (Acts
8:37; Rom. 10:10).
6. One must be baptized into Christ for
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38;
22:16; Gal. 3:27).
There are no two ways about it, the Gideons
International represents a humanly devised
religious body! But by whose authority does it
exist? Certainly not the Lord’s! His church, the
only religious body He has, originated nigh over
2,000 years ago. Jesus promised to build it (Mat.
16:18) and that He did on Pentecost Sunday A.D.
30 (Acts 2:38-47). Gideons International came
along 18 centuries too late to have God’s stamp
of approval on it.
If and when brethren support the Gideons,
even in the distribution of Bibles, they are aiding
a human institution to do the work the Lord
intended for His church to do. And even if the
local church isn’t doing all it should in regard to
evangelism, that still doesn’t grant one the right

to join forces with a religious outgrowth not
recognized by God!
450 Harleston Road; Irmo, SC 29063

STAY AWAY FROM
HIM: HE’S NOT
GOOD FOR YOU
Stephen P. Waller
Many years ago I was consulting with a
Christian who had a very good reputation for
being able to give wise counsel to people who
needed the right kind of advice: biblical advice.
I told him of a close friend who had been living
an immoral life and had no respect for the Word
of God, and who seemed to always discourage
and upset me. I mentioned that every time I was
around this person I would wind up looking at
life rather negatively; nothing looked right. This
wise person advised me: “You should stay away
from him. He’s not good for you.” I realized that
the good brother was right. So, from that time
forward I distanced myself from this individual
who always turned a bright day into a cloudy one.
As a result, I found myself much happier and was
able to maintain a more positive attitude with a
lot less stress and worry.
This is so often true with people. They can
make friendships with almost anyone, but they
seem to make friendships with people who
murmur or gossip, or who have a rotten outlook
on life. Perhaps every time there is a conversation
there is a lot of negative idle speculation. This is
the kind of talk that is destructive and sinful
(1 Tim. 6:3-4). The subject may be one’s family,
or it may be the church, or it may be finances, but
sometimes those with whom we associate and
count as friends could be more harmful than
helpful. We might make some big decisions that
affect many people after such discussions, and
wind up creating problems for ourselves and
others unnecessarily.

Sometimes a negative, critical conversation
filled with idle speculation, rumor, guesswork,
and supposition with no facts to back it up, can
create a lot of trouble and be very destructive. We
may want to “cry on someone’s shoulder,” but
the one whose shoulder we pick to cry on may be
having worse troubles than we have, and may not
have a clue to helping us solve our problems.
Listening to their advice may create more
problems for us rather than solve the ones we
have. They may have our best interests at heart,
but they are not the right ones with whom we
should be consulting. Sometimes we may
mistakenly assume that just because a person has
had certain experiences or problems in his or her
life, has weathered the storm, and seems to have
come through unscathed that they are good to
turn to for advice or counsel. Maybe they are, but
maybe they are not. We do not know what lies
under the surface.
The Bible tells us about King Rehoboam who
refused the wise counsel of those who were older
and wiser in order to listen to the foolish,
destructive advice of younger men. Doing so
brought about division and destruction in the
kingdom of Israel.
But he forsook the counsel of the old men,
which they had given him, and consulted with
the young men that were grown up with him,
and which stood before him...And the king
answered the people roughly, and forsook the
old men's counsel that they gave him; And
spake to them after the counsel of the young
men (1 Kin. 12:8, 13-14).

There are some people we should stay away
from and whose advice is not good. Let us be
sure that it is the LORD whose advice we seek,
and that He approves our decisions. Let Him
guide our lives for He is never wrong. “There are
many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the
counsel of the LORD, that shall stand” (Pro.
19:21).
Jakarta, Indonesia
E-mail Address: spwrsw@indo.net.id
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Jerry Lindesmith, Marilyn Hall,
Tim Lamb, and Gina Cates (Allen and
Diana Brazell’s daughter). Mary Muldoon
is in Arbors rehab center.

READING/INVITATION
December 30, 1998
Reading: Harold Maxey
Invitation: Bill Gallaher
January 6, 1999
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

MARK THESE DATES
December 28, 1998–Visitation Group 3
meets at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
December 30, 1998–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 P.M.
January 4, 1999–Visitation Group 1 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
January 10, 1999–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
January 11, 1999–Visitation Group 2 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
January 17, 1999–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
January 18, 1999–Visitation Group 3 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
January 25, 1999–Visitation Group 1 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly

THINK ABOUT THIS
You must have faith in the future to
have power in the present.
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Internet Web Page: http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/dmowery
MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Ira Y. Rice, Jr.

HOW TO ATTAIN
PEACE
Toney L. Smith
In Psalm 34 we read of David on his knees
pouring out his heart to God in repentance, in
thanksgiving, in faith, and asking God for
assurance, strength, deliverance, and instruction.
In verse 4 he says, “I sought the LORD, and he
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.”
One of the main themes in this Psalm is that of
peace. Notice verses 12-14: “What man is he that
desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may
see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips
from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do
good; seek peace, and pursue it.” From these
verses let us notice that peace comes to those who
refrain their tongues from evil, who depart from
evil, and who will seek to do good.
Peace comes to those who refrain their
tongues from evil. The tongue can be one of the

most evil members of our bodies if we allow it to
be so. The tongue can make the whole body ugly.
You know what I mean. A person that uses their
tongue for evil things is an unsavory associate.
The tongue is not bad in and of itself. It is only
the instrument used to convey thoughts and
feelings. James said: “And the tongue is a fire, a
world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our
members, that it defileth the whole body, and
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on
fire of hell” (Jam. 3:6). With the tongue men
slander one another. Men are hurt by the words of
the slanderer, and with such God is not pleased
(Pro. 10:19; Tit. 3:2).
Peace comes to those who depart from evil.
Evil is not characteristic of the Christian. In fact,
the Christian must shun evil at every occurrence
of it (Rom. 12:9; 1 The. 5:22). We must never
follow that which is evil (3 John 11; John 7:7).
Real peace comes when we remove ourselves
from that which is evil. Biblical peace is found in
our relationship with God. This relationship is

established when we oppose the things of the
world (2 Tim. 3:3-4; 1 John 2:15-17). We are
warned to “abstain from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). Attain real peace
by departing from evil.
Peace comes from doing good. We glorify
God by our good works (1 Pet. 2:12). I realize
that there are some that teach and believe that
good works are not important. But the Bible
clearly teaches otherwise (Mat. 5:16; Ecc. 3:12;
Jam. 4:17; 3 John 11). As Christians we must set
our minds to do the things that are good. What is
good? Anything and everything that God has
chosen for us to accomplish (Eph. 2:10). “Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven”
(Mat. 7:21).
To have peace we must SPEAK NO EVIL,
DEPART FROM EVIL, AND DO GOOD.
501 Evergreen; Dresden, TN 38225

“SPARE THE ROD,
AND SPOIL THE
CHILD”
David McCain
One of the hottest topics of discussion awhile
back was the punishment of Michael Fay, an 18year old American citizen living in Singapore at
the time. Fay was charged with 53 counts of
vandalism and other offenses under Singapore
law. In a plea bargain agreement, he plead guilty
to two counts of vandalism, two counts of mischief, and one count of retaining stolen property.
Under Singapore’s stringent judicial system,
young Fay was sentenced to a three-part punishment for his crimes, the first two parts of
which included four months in prison, and a
$2,200 fine. But, it was the third part of his
punishment that had the whole country talking

about Michael Fay. That third part, which turned
that affair into a media event, was the six lashes
with a rattan cane, which Fay received on his
backside at the end of his prison term.
The caning of Michael Fay was a headline
story for Newsweek magazine, which devoted six
pages to the “hot button issue” of crime and
punishment in the U.S.A. According to a Newsweek poll, 38% of Americans approved of Fay’s
punishment, while 52% were opposed to it. Other
interesting data reported by Newsweek included
the fact that 27 states now ban corporal
punishment in their public schools, whereas in
1976 only two states had done so. In a recent
survey of parents, Newsweek found that 38% use
“time-outs” to discipline their children, 24% use
lecturing, and only 19% use spanking, whereas a
similar survey done in 1962, found that 59% used
spanking as their primary form of discipline.
While we, as a nation, moved away from using
corporal punishment the past 30 years, during
that same time violent crime increased more than
500% to the point where America now leads the
world in per capita rates of murder, rape and
other violent crimes. Interestingly enough,
Newsweek reported that Singapore, with a
population of 2.7 million, had only 58 murders
and 80 rapes last year, compared with 1,058
murders and 1,781 rapes in the city of Los
Angeles alone. Whether or not you think Fay’s
punishment fits his crime, Singapore’s crime
statistics seem to prove that corporal punishment
definitely serves as a deterrent to crime.
Does the Bible say anything about this issue
of crime and punishment? It certainly does! “He
that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that
loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Pro. 13:24).
“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but
the rod of correction shall drive it far from him”
(Pro. 22:15). “Withhold not correction from the
child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall
not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and
shalt deliver his soul from hell” (Pro. 23:13-14).

“The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child
left to himself bringeth his mother to shame”
(Pro. 29:15). “Correct thy son, and he shall give
thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul”
(Pro. 29:17). “Chasten thy son while there is
hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying”
(Pro. 19:18). “For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth” (Heb. 12:6).
According to God’s Word, it is the responsibility of parents to teach respect for authority,
and to enforce it with reasonable discipline. If
parents don’t teach their children early-on to
respect parental authority, the child will not
respect the authority of teachers, nor of the law,
nor ultimately of God. The punishment that will
result from that eventuality is far worse than a
rattan caning! With eternal judgment in view,
perhaps the old adage, “spare the rod, and spoil
the child,” deserves another look by those who
fear God!
Copied

THE PROBLEM
OF PATIENCE
Al Macias
Of all the problems that we face in today’s
world, that of “patience” is one of the greatest. It
seems that almost everywhere we go, we find
people who are always in a hurry. Everywhere we
look we see “fast food” restaurants to serve all of
those who are rushing here and there. All of this
scurrying about brings on many ailments, such as
anxiety, impatience, hypertension, etc. What do
the Scriptures teach in regard to this common
problem which seems to plague people everywhere, even Christians. Although we read in the
Scriptures that God wants us to be hard-working
people and to make good use of our time, the
Bible also teaches us to relax and rest once in a
while.

In James 5:7-11, we learn that God wants us
to learn to be patient. We know that in the context
of this passage, James is dealing with the problem
of being patient (steadfast) while suffering at the
hands of others; nevertheless, the principle is still
there. The idea of being patient can help us in
every phase of life. James used several examples
of patient people, so that we could learn from
them. The first example James gives is of a
farmer who waited for the precious fruit of the
earth while encountering obstacles to its growth.
Unless we have been involved in farming land
where no irrigation was available and we had to
depend on the rain falling at the proper time, it
would be hard for us to understand this
illustration. But how many farm land, sometimes
thousands of acres, and trust that the rain will
come at the proper time? And if things do not go
well one year, they try again the following year.
How is it that they can do this year after year? I
believe that they have two things which keep
them going: faith and patience.
When things do fall into place and the rain
does come at the right time, and the farmer is able
to plant his crop, he has other things to be
concerned about, such as insects which could
destroy the crop he had worked so hard to
produce. Does he give up? No, he keeps at it,
because he knows that eventually he will reap the
fruit of his labor, and also because he is a man of
faith and patience. Therefore, James tells all of us
to practice patience, knowing that the Lord will
some day come and will right all of the wrongs
that others might do to us. How patient are you?
9000 Manchaca Road; Austin, TX 78748

What must I do to be lost?
NOTHING!
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SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember in your prayers: Leon
Waters, Mary Muldoon, Jerry Lindesmith,
Marilyn Hall, Tim Lamb, Geneauve Dean,
and Gina Cates (Allen and Diana Brazell’s
daughter).
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MARK THESE DATES
January 4, 1999–Visitation Group 1 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
January 10, 1999–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
P.M., in room 7.
January 11, 1999–Visitation Group 2 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
January 17, 1999–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
at 5:00 P.M., in room 7.
January 18, 1999–Visitation Group 3 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.
January 25, 1999–Visitation Group 1 meets
at 7:00 P.M., in the Zone Room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Road
Pensacola FL 32526

PANTRY ITEM NEEDED
Peanut Butter and Jelly

MATTHEW 16:22-23
“Then Peter took him, and began to
rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee,
Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he
turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for
thou savourest not the things that be of
God, but those that be of men.”
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READING/INVITATION
January 6, 1999
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Henry Born
January 13, 1999
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Paul Brantley
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SUNDAY:
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MINISTER:
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Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
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Harold Maxey, Richard Parker
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HOW TO ATTAIN
PEACE
Toney L. Smith
In Psalm 34 we read of David on his knees
pouring out his heart to God in repentance, in
thanksgiving, in faith, and asking God for
assurance, strength, deliverance, and instruction.
In verse 4 he says, “I sought the LORD, and he
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.”
One of the main themes in this Psalm is that of
peace. Notice verses 12-14: “What man is he that
desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may
see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips
from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do
good; seek peace, and pursue it.” From these
verses let us notice that peace comes to those who
refrain their tongues from evil, who depart from
evil, and who will seek to do good.
Peace comes to those who refrain their
tongues from evil. The tongue can be one of the

most evil members of our bodies if we allow it to
be so. The tongue can make the whole body ugly.
You know what I mean. A person that uses their
tongue for evil things is an unsavory associate.
The tongue is not bad in and of itself. It is only
the instrument used to convey thoughts and
feelings. James said: “And the tongue is a fire, a
world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our
members, that it defileth the whole body, and
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on
fire of hell” (Jam. 3:6). With the tongue men
slander one another. Men are hurt by the words of
the slanderer, and with such God is not pleased
(Pro. 10:19; Tit. 3:2).
Peace comes to those who depart from evil.
Evil is not characteristic of the Christian. In fact,
the Christian must shun evil at every occurrence
of it (Rom. 12:9; 1 The. 5:22). We must never
follow that which is evil (3 John 11; John 7:7).
Real peace comes when we remove ourselves
from that which is evil. Biblical peace is found in
our relationship with God. This relationship is

