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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Marilyn Hall,
Ella Hammac, Marge Williams, Bill
Hollowell, Amy Dial (Howard Johnson’s
niece), and Debbie Underwood (Dallas and
Karen Diamond’s sister-in-law).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

NO. 1

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

Reading/Invitation
January 12, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Louis Herrington
January 19, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

JANUARY 3, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Is this Church Growing?
Rick Brumback
It is exciting to be a part of a congregation
that is growing in the work of the Lord! Rats
jump sinking ships, but everyone wants to be a
part of a success story.
It is important that we understand how to
measure the growth of a congregation as we
assess how we are progressing in our labors for
the Master. Many times one will judge growth by
the number of people who are attending services.
While it is encouraging to have a growing
number meeting to study and worship, a headcount is not the true assessment of church
growth. The Scriptures are replete with thoughts
regarding numbers, one of the most familiar
being Jesus’ words with regard to the broad and
narrow paths (Mat. 7:13-14). The attendance may
not reflect how many people are, or are not,

living as a child of God on the other days of the
week.
Some might suggest that growth can be evaluated in terms of the number of projects which
the church is promoting, or the number of fulltime evangelists employed by the congregation.
While the body needs to be active, it can be the
case that all projects and works of the church are
being supported by the same few members and
not the body as a whole, or perhaps an increase
in preachers will mean that they can manage to
do the work for all members.
A glance at the weekly contribution might
seemingly indicate that the congregation is growing because the Sunday collections are up. While
the members should cheerfully and generously
give to help the church abound to every good

work (2 Cor. 9:6-8; 1 Cor. 16:1-2), it can be the
case that the dollar figures are high because a few
members give liberally, or else the membership
does not mind paying someone else to do the
work of the church.
We should evaluate church growth according
to the entirety of New Testament teachings on
maturity. Peter wrote, “As newborn babes, desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). In a similar vein, Paul said
to the elders of the Ephesian congregation, “And
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all them
which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). Growing
should incorporate the idea of maturing, and the
mature congregation will be feasting regularly
on the Word of God. The mature Christian will
know and understand God’s teachings and not be
tossed about by different spiritual views (Eph.
4:15-16). The members are then prepared to live
the life they profess (1 Tim. 6:11-12).
As a result of increasing in knowledge of

God’s will, the growing congregation will have
increased attendance and contribution, but also
increased participation in the activities of the
church. The mature Christian should not say,
“What do I have to do now?” but “What can I do
to help?” Soon, the work of the body is being
done by all members, not just the same few
repeatedly.
Also, the growing congregation sees its
members present to support the body and
worship God at all service times. How sad for a
visitor to come and see that the members do not
attend! Consistency is a part of maturity and
growth. The number of visitors, those whom we
can teach and convert, will also increase because
growing members invite others to be a part of
God’s plan.
Growth involves more than just numbers, it
involves a conscious decision on the part of
every member to mature in knowledge and help
accomplish the duties assigned the church by
God. Do you want this church to grow?
Copied

The Church Is Not a Volunteer Organization
David E. Parks
In the course of my studies, I sometimes
encounter articles by management experts
advising church leaders on the efficient
recruitment, motivation, and utilization of
volunteers. At the risk of sounding picky or
authoritarian, may I say that the church is not a
volunteer organization. Elders, Deacons, and
other Christians make a serious mistake when
they fall for the modern, democratic idea of the
church as a volunteer organization.
Where did this idea of the church as a
volunteer organization originate? Certainly not
the Bible! God’s chosen leaders were never

called volunteers in the Word. Imagine James
writing, “James, a volunteer of God and of the
Lord Jesus Christ” (Jam. 1:1). Could you picture
Paul writing, “Paul, a volunteer of Jesus Christ,
called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of
God” (Rom. 1:1)?
The members of the church were never
addressed as volunteers either. Paul did not write
“To the volunteers in Christ who are in
Colossae” (Col. 1:2).
It is true that we enter the kingdom of God of
our own free will. From that perspective we are
volunteers. However, o n ce we b ecome

Christians, we are not members of a volunteer
organization. We are members of the “family of
God,” the “body of Christ,” and the “kingdom of
the Son” (1 Pet. 4:16; 1 Cor. 12:26; Col. 1:13).
The differentiation—between volunteers and
servants of God—is important because volunteers and their leaders frankly do not expect very
much of each other. Leadership experts tell us
that the leaders of volunteer organizations tend to
expect a very low level of performance and
quality from the volunteers because they are:
hard to get, working for free, and can quit on a
whim. If a volunteer fails to perform as promised, what can his supervisor do—dock his pay,
or give him time off?
The Lord does not give us the option of
treating ourselves as volunteers. The words
servant and serve are used over 130 times in the

New Testament. The word volunteer is not found
in the Bible. We are not called to volunteer. We
are called to serve (Gal. 5:13). Following are
several points from the Bible concerning how we
are to serve:
1. According to the ability God has given us
(Mat. 25:15-23; Luke 19:13-25; 1 Pet. 4:10).
2. According to the opportunities presented to
us (Gal. 6:10; Phi. 4:10).
3. With all our hearts (Col. 3:23; 1 Sam.
12:24).
From these passages we conclude that each
Christian should pray for wisdom to determine
what abilities God has granted him or her and use
them diligently as God presents opportunities to
do so. It does not matter what your circumstance
in life is: God has called you to serve.
Copied

When Does God Not Mean What He Says?
Wayne Price
If what we are hearing in some circles, the
answer would be: “Whenever the subject of
grace enters the picture.”
You probably thought that you have to be
baptized in order to be saved, since that is what
the Son of God said, along with the inspired
writers who wrote the Bible (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). But now we are being
told that to teach the essentiality of baptism for
salvation is to be legalistic even though the Bible
teaches it.
You also probably thought that repentance is
necessary for salvation, since that is what Christ
taught (Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30-31). But supposedly only self-righteous people now teach
that, because grace covers all our mistakes.
Perhaps you also thought that faith is absolutely demanded of mankind in order to be

saved (John 8:24; Heb. 11:6), but even faith is a
work (John 6:29), and that would bring us back
to the legalistic charge being hurled once again!
However, since the works that God demands
of us are not the meritorious works of men, then
we are still obligated to work the works of God.
No, we cannot earn our salvation, but doing what
God says is not earning salvation—it is loving
the Lord (John 14:16; Luke 6:46). Since Paul
taught that we are not to “continue in sin, that
grace may abound?” (Rom. 6:1-2), we better just
keep on trying to obey God, truly relying upon
the grace of God, instead of accepting man’s
perverted version of a cheap grace that makes no
demands (Tit. 2:11-12). Cheap grace ultimately
leads to universalism!
P.O. Box 760; Mcloud, OK 74851
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Marilyn Hall,
Ella Hammac, Marge Williams, Bill
Hollowell, Amy Dial (Howard Johnson’s
niece), and Debbie Underwood (Dallas and
Karen Diamond’s sister-in-law).
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Reading/Invitation
January 12, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Louis Herrington
January 19, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

JANUARY 3, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Is this Church Growing?
Rick Brumback
It is exciting to be a part of a congregation
that is growing in the work of the Lord! Rats
jump sinking ships, but everyone wants to be a
part of a success story.
It is important that we understand how to
measure the growth of a congregation as we
assess how we are progressing in our labors for
the Master. Many times one will judge growth by
the number of people who are attending services.
While it is encouraging to have a growing
number meeting to study and worship, a headcount is not the true assessment of church
growth. The Scriptures are replete with thoughts
regarding numbers, one of the most familiar
being Jesus’ words with regard to the broad and
narrow paths (Mat. 7:13-14). The attendance may
not reflect how many people are, or are not,

living as a child of God on the other days of the
week.
Some might suggest that growth can be evaluated in terms of the number of projects which
the church is promoting, or the number of fulltime evangelists employed by the congregation.
While the body needs to be active, it can be the
case that all projects and works of the church are
being supported by the same few members and
not the body as a whole, or perhaps an increase
in preachers will mean that they can manage to
do the work for all members.
A glance at the weekly contribution might
seemingly indicate that the congregation is growing because the Sunday collections are up. While
the members should cheerfully and generously
give to help the church abound to every good
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BEACON
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Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Marilyn Hall,
Ella Hammac, Marge Williams, Bill
Hollowell, and Debbie Underwood (Dallas
and Karen Diamond’s sister-in-law).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 23-28, 2005–Gospel meeting at
Westside Church of Christ. Eric Owens
from Decatur, Georgia will be preaching. Sunday at 9:45 and 11:00 am, and
3:00 pm. Monday through Friday at
7:30 pm.
January 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
January 19, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
January 26, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Ray Pierce

JANUARY 10, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Preparing for Eternity
Tom Wacaster
Eternity! Men have attempted to capture the
essence of eternity, but their attempts are weak at
best and completely inadequate. Here is how
someone sought to describe eternity: “If you can
imagine an ant marching around a steel globe the
size of this planet. How long would it take that
ant to wear a path one inch deep in that steel
globe? How long would it take to wear a path
one foot deep? Ten feet deep? The time it takes
is only an inkling of eternity.” But friends, even
that illustration measures activity related to time.
In eternity, there is no time. How can we even
begin to grasp the concept of eternity? If we
could but capture its essence, it would be but for
a fleeting moment, for we are quickly drawn
back to the temporal; the here and now.
Will you, for just a moment, imagine yourself

standing before the judgment bar of God, as you
hear the sentence pronounced: “Depart, I never
knew you.” Now will you try to imagine that you
find yourself, like the rich man who refused to
give unto Lazarus the things for which that
beggar lacked, opening your eyes in torments.
And so begins the punishment that you must now
endure forever, time without end. If your punishment were to be for a million years, you might
could bear it, for after that first year you would
know you have only nine-hundred-ninety-ninethousand-nine-hundred-ninety-nine years to go.
There would be a ray of hope that someday,
though far, far removed, you would eventually be
released from that torment. But my friend, in hell
there is no hope; no release to be expected; no
cessation of the punishment that you will receive

for your disobedience to God. Oh what despair!
No longer will that television program have any
importance. How you did in the stock market
will be completely insignificant. The closing balance of your bank account will seem so little,
regardless of the dollar figure the bottom line
might show. Those things that we placed so
much importance on in this life will seem so trivial, so completely unimportant.
When Sir William Russel was sentenced to
die, someone recorded that along the way to the
scaffold he handed his watch to a friend and said,
“Will you kindly take my timepiece and keep it?
I have no use for it. I am now dealing with eternity.” When the time comes for us to enter eternity
there are a lot of things we will no longer have
any need of. One second after my heart beats its

last beat, and I breath my last breath, I will realize that much of what I valued in this life will
pale in comparison to what I will value in the life
to come. One drop of water was of great value to
the rich man, but, alas, he could not obtain it.
While he fared sumptuously every day while
living upon the earth, he was a pauper the other
side of death. Let us keep our priorities straight
in this life, and when it comes time to depart the
walks of this earth, may each one of us calmly
and victoriously cast off those things that we
cannot take with us, with the glorious expectation
that we shall embrace that which is of lasting
value when once we cross over the Jordan river
into that eternal abode that awaits those who are
faithful in this life.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Jesus Brings Hope out of Tragedy
Mark 5:21-43
Charles Box
Our world is filled with tragedy. People are
injured and killed by floods, fires, tornadoes, and
accidents. Earthquakes and hurricanes come with
their destructive power. Disease works with
deadly force. But, out of tragedy Jesus can bring
hope.
A Child is Ill
There is always something sad about the
sickness or death of a child. A twelve-year-old
girl was gravely sick. Mark 5:22-23 reveals how
the father of the child approached Jesus. “And,
behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the
synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw
him, he fell at his feet, And besought him greatly,
saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on
her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.”
The tragedy of a sick child brought this ruler of
the synagogue to his knees. Many people in

Jairus’ position were opposed to Jesus. It may be
that he had been, but all of that is forgotten as he
comes to Jesus for help and hope. Jairus emptied
himself of all pride as he fell at the feet of Jesus
and begged for help. Most of us would like to run
our own lives, but let us be humble enough to
realize that our only help and hope is in Christ.
Jairus learned this and through learning this
gained the health of his daughter.
A Woman’s Last Hope
As Jesus went with Jairus, a woman from the
crowd came and touched His garment. “And
Jesus went with him; and much people followed
him, and thronged him. And a certain woman,
which had an issue of blood twelve years, And
had suffered many things of many physicians,
and had spent all that she had, and was nothing
bettered, but rather grew worse, When she had
heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and

touched his garment. For she said, If I may touch
but his clothes, I shall be whole. And straightway
the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she
felt in her body that she was healed of that
plague” (Mark 5:24-29). The poor woman had
suffered for twelve years, spent all her money on
doctors and only grew worse. Doctors have their
place, but they had not been successful in helping
this woman. She came to Jesus as a last resort. Is
it not strange how so many do exactly the same
thing? They try everything else and then finally
decide to try Jesus. Let us learn that our Lord
Jesus Christ is an ever present help in time of
trouble.
A Woman is Healed
When healing took place, it took something
out of Jesus. “When she had heard of Jesus, came
in the press behind, and touched his garment. For
she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be
whole. And straightway the fountain of her blood
was dried up; and she felt in her body that she
was healed of that plague. And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone
out of him, turned him about in the press, and
said, Who touched my clothes?” (Mark 5:27-30).
Great things are accomplished only when someone is willing to put their very life into it. This
was true of Jesus, and it is also true for us and
our work today. Jesus was great because He was
willing to give Himself in service to others. The
disciples could not imagine how Jesus knew
someone from the crowd had touched Him. Often
we, like the disciples, have no understanding of

Bellview Lectures
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The Blight Of Liberalism

the sacrifices made by others to serve people.
This section of Scripture lets us also learn a great
lesson from the woman. “But the woman fearing
and trembling, knowing what was done in her,
came and fell down before him, and told him all
the truth” (Mark 5:33). She simply told Jesus the
whole truth and the result was beautiful. “And he
said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague”
(Mark 5:34).
Despair Turns to Hope
Word comes which cause great despair: “Thy
daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master
any further?” (Mark 5:35). Jesus, however, was
not in despair. “Be not afraid, only believe”
(Mark 5:36). There is a powerful contrast of the
hopelessness of the mourners and the hopefulness of Jesus. The voice of hope spoke to say,
“Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is
not dead, but sleepeth” (Mark 5:39). The ungodly
often laugh to scorn those who would take Jesus
at His Word.
With gentle and powerful words Jesus
silenced their laughter. “Talitha cumi; which is,
being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.
And straightway the damsel arose, and walked;
for she was of the age of twelve years. And they
were astonished with a great astonishment”
(Mark 5:41-42). At judgment day many who
have mocked those of us who desire to be simple
New Testament Christians will stand in silent,
stunned amazement.
From Mark 5:21-43 let us learn: (1) People
face many tragedies in this life. (2) Sickness and
disease come to young and old. (3) Jesus really
does care when people are hurting. (4) Jesus is
able to turn despair into hope. (5) Those who
scorn Christianity will be put to silence. (6) Jesus
is our only hope. (7) Allow Christ to rule your
life and life now and hereafter will be yours
(Rom. 6:1-6; Acts 2:36-4; John 10:10).
839 Forest Court; Greenville, AL 36037

for your disobedience to God. Oh what despair!
No longer will that television program have any
importance. How you did in the stock market
will be completely insignificant. The closing balance of your bank account will seem so little,
regardless of the dollar figure the bottom line
might show. Those things that we placed so
much importance on in this life will seem so trivial, so completely unimportant.
When Sir William Russel was sentenced to
die, someone recorded that along the way to the
scaffold he handed his watch to a friend and said,
“Will you kindly take my timepiece and keep it?
I have no use for it. I am now dealing with eternity.” When the time comes for us to enter eternity
there are a lot of things we will no longer have
any need of. One second after my heart beats its

last beat, and I breath my last breath, I will realize that much of what I valued in this life will
pale in comparison to what I will value in the life
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faithful in this life.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Jesus Brings Hope out of Tragedy
Mark 5:21-43
Charles Box
Our world is filled with tragedy. People are
injured and killed by floods, fires, tornadoes, and
accidents. Earthquakes and hurricanes come with
their destructive power. Disease works with
deadly force. But, out of tragedy Jesus can bring
hope.
A Child is Ill
There is always something sad about the
sickness or death of a child. A twelve-year-old
girl was gravely sick. Mark 5:22-23 reveals how
the father of the child approached Jesus. “And,
behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the
synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw
him, he fell at his feet, And besought him greatly,
saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on
her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.”
The tragedy of a sick child brought this ruler of
the synagogue to his knees. Many people in

Jairus’ position were opposed to Jesus. It may be
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A Woman’s Last Hope
As Jesus went with Jairus, a woman from the
crowd came and touched His garment. “And
Jesus went with him; and much people followed
him, and thronged him. And a certain woman,
which had an issue of blood twelve years, And
had suffered many things of many physicians,
and had spent all that she had, and was nothing
bettered, but rather grew worse, When she had
heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and

touched his garment. For she said, If I may touch
but his clothes, I shall be whole. And straightway
the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she
felt in her body that she was healed of that
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whole. And straightway the fountain of her blood
was dried up; and she felt in her body that she
was healed of that plague. And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone
out of him, turned him about in the press, and
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disciples could not imagine how Jesus knew
someone from the crowd had touched Him. Often
we, like the disciples, have no understanding of
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the sacrifices made by others to serve people.
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lesson from the woman. “But the woman fearing
and trembling, knowing what was done in her,
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hopelessness of the mourners and the hopefulness of Jesus. The voice of hope spoke to say,
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Marilyn Hall,
Ella Hammac, Marge Williams, Bill
Hollowell, and Debbie Underwood (Dallas
and Karen Diamond’s sister-in-law).
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 23-28, 2005–Gospel meeting at
Westside Church of Christ. Eric Owens
from Decatur, Georgia will be preaching. Sunday at 9:45 and 11:00 am, and
3:00 pm. Monday through Friday at
7:30 pm.
January 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
January 19, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
January 26, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Ray Pierce

JANUARY 10, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Preparing for Eternity
Tom Wacaster
Eternity! Men have attempted to capture the
essence of eternity, but their attempts are weak at
best and completely inadequate. Here is how
someone sought to describe eternity: “If you can
imagine an ant marching around a steel globe the
size of this planet. How long would it take that
ant to wear a path one inch deep in that steel
globe? How long would it take to wear a path
one foot deep? Ten feet deep? The time it takes
is only an inkling of eternity.” But friends, even
that illustration measures activity related to time.
In eternity, there is no time. How can we even
begin to grasp the concept of eternity? If we
could but capture its essence, it would be but for
a fleeting moment, for we are quickly drawn
back to the temporal; the here and now.
Will you, for just a moment, imagine yourself

standing before the judgment bar of God, as you
hear the sentence pronounced: “Depart, I never
knew you.” Now will you try to imagine that you
find yourself, like the rich man who refused to
give unto Lazarus the things for which that
beggar lacked, opening your eyes in torments.
And so begins the punishment that you must now
endure forever, time without end. If your punishment were to be for a million years, you might
could bear it, for after that first year you would
know you have only nine-hundred-ninety-ninethousand-nine-hundred-ninety-nine years to go.
There would be a ray of hope that someday,
though far, far removed, you would eventually be
released from that torment. But my friend, in hell
there is no hope; no release to be expected; no
cessation of the punishment that you will receive
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
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What is Crucifixion?
A medical doctor provides a physical description: The cross is placed on the ground and
the exhausted man is quickly thrown backwards
with his shoulders against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the
wrist. He drives a heavy, square wrought iron
nail through the wrist deep into the wood.
Quickly he moves to the other side and repeats the action, being careful not to pull the
arms too tightly, but to allow some flex and
movement. The cross is then lifted into place.
The left foot is pressed backwards against the
right foot, and with both feet extended, toes
down, a nail is driven through the arch of each,
leaving the knees flexed.
The victim is now crucified. As he slowly
sags down with more weight on the nails in the
wrists, excruciating fiery pain shoots along the
fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain—

the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the
median nerves. As he pushed himself upward to
avoid this stretching torment, he places the full
weight on the nail through his feet.
Again he feels the searing agony of the nail
tearing through the nerves between the bones of
his feet. As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep
through his muscles, knotting them deep relentless, throbbing pain.
With these cramps comes the inability to push
himself upward to breathe. Air can be drawn into
the lungs but not exhaled. He fights to raise
himself in order to get even one small breath.
Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and
in the blood stream, and the cramps partially
subsides.
Spasmodically, he is able to push himself
upward to exhale and bring in life-giving oxygen. Hours of limitless pain, cycles of twisting,

joint wrenching cramps, intermittent partial
asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from
his lacerated back as he moves up and down
against rough timber.
Then another agony begins: a deep, crushing
pain deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly
fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.
It is now almost over—the loss of tissue fluids
has reached a critical level, the compressed heart
is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish
blood into the tissues—the tortured lungs are
making frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of
air. He can feel the chill of death creeping
through his tissues. Finally, he can allow his
body to die. All this the Bible records with the
simple words, “and they crucified Him” (Mark
15:24).
What wondrous love is this? Many people do
not know that pain and suffering our Lord, Jesus
Christ went through for us. Because of the
brutality, crucifixion was given a sentence to
only its worst offenders of the law.
Thieves, murderers, and rapists would be the
types of creeps who got crucified. Yet, Jesus is

being crucified between two hardened criminals.
What did Jesus do? Did He murder anyone? Did
He steal anything? The answer as we all know is
no!! Jesus did nothing to deserve this type of
death, yet He went willing to die, in between two
thieves, so that we might be saved. And there, in
between the sinners, was our slain Savior for our
sins. It is amazing to me that people think that
the church is not important, or that they can
attend once or twice a year, or perhaps once a
week and still call themselves “Christian.”
People try and justify in their minds what they
give to Christ. “I sacrifice a great deal for
Christ,” they say to themselves. They forsake the
assembly, but they show up for work every time
they are scheduled to work. Jesus had something
to say about people being lukewarm, neither cold
nor hot: “I will spue thee out of my mouth” (Rev.
3:15-16). Christ gave His life for you and for
me. When will you give your life, in obedience
to God’s Word, to Christ? When will you begin
to live for Christ?
Author Unknown

If Baptism Is Not Essential
for Salvation, Why?
Andy Cates
Countless people hold the false belief that
baptism is not essential for salvation. If baptism
is not essential for man’s salvation—
Why did Peter tell those gathered on the
day of Pentecost: “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38)? Jesus said of the
fruit of the vine, “For this is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins” (Mat. 26:28). When we con-

nect these passages, we observe that Peter stated,
“be baptized...for the remission of sins,” and our
Lord said that His blood was shed “for the remission of sins.” To say that one does not have to
be baptized to be saved is to say that Christ’s
blood did not have to be shed. In other words, it
is saying that Jesus died in vain.
Why did Peter command Cornelius and his
household “to be baptized” (Acts 10:48)? If
man is not required to be baptized to obtain
salvation, Peter again gave a command that is not

necessary. This would diminish God’s instruction
for man’s righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16-17) to a
level where man could ask why concerning any
divine command, and refuse to obey.
Why did Ananias instruct Paul, “And now
why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord” (Acts 22:16)? Many people hold the
erroneous idea that all one has to do is believe in
Christ to have salvation; but, Paul believed, having encountered the Lord on the way to Damascus (Acts 22:6-8). Yet, Ananias later told Paul to
be baptized to have his sins washed away. This
clearly teaches that Paul’s sins had not been
forgiven prior to his baptism, and it necessarily
teaches that neither are ours today.
Why do all of the examples of conversion in
the book of Acts mention baptism as a necessary process in man’s conversion? Did God
include a part in those examples that was unnecessary? Some people seem to think that God
should have contacted man as to how the sinner
should be converted. It is called “God’s plan of
salvation” for a reason. The Almighty made the
rules, He wrote the Book of salvation, and it is

without error! “Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Since
God was the one offended by sin and since He is
all just, only He has the right and the prerogative
to demand the steps of obedience.
Why did our Lord say, “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16)?
Why did Peter pen this truth, “baptism doth
also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21)? Why? Because
God greatly desires that all men be saved (1 Tim.
2:3-4; 2 Pet. 3:9; etc.), and He has told us how to
be saved in His inspired Word. It is up to us to
take His Word into our hearts and apply it in our
lives. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Mat. 4:4).
Other passages on the essentiality of baptism
could be noticed, but space will not permit. However, in the verses we have covered, it is crystal
clear that one must be baptized for the remission
of sins, to have salvation. Let us not allow the
subtlety of Satan to lead us away from the simplicity that is in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3).
Copied

Gifts You Can Give the Year Long
The Gift of Praise—Appropriate mention—
right in front of the fellow—of superior qualities
or of jobs or deeds well done.
The Gift of Consideration—Putting yourself
in the other fellow’s shoes, and thus providing
your genuine understanding of his side of the
case.
The Gift of Concession—Humbly saying at
just the right point, “Sorry, you’re right and I’m
wrong.”
The Gift of Gratitude—Never forgetting to
say “Thank you”—and never failing to mean it.
The Gift of Attention—When the other fel-

low speaks, listen attentively. If his words are
directed to you personally, meet his eye squarely.
The Gift of Inspiration—Plant seeds of
courage and action in the other fellow’s heart.
Help him to strive for greater accomplishment
and lasting satisfaction.
The Gift of Your Personal Presence—In
sickness, in trouble or in a day of great joy, there
is nothing quite equal to your personal expression of sympathy or congratulation.
These are the gifts that all can bestow
through the year and be richer for the giving.
Author Unknown
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BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What is Crucifixion?
A medical doctor provides a physical description: The cross is placed on the ground and
the exhausted man is quickly thrown backwards
with his shoulders against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the
wrist. He drives a heavy, square wrought iron
nail through the wrist deep into the wood.
Quickly he moves to the other side and repeats the action, being careful not to pull the
arms too tightly, but to allow some flex and
movement. The cross is then lifted into place.
The left foot is pressed backwards against the
right foot, and with both feet extended, toes
down, a nail is driven through the arch of each,
leaving the knees flexed.
The victim is now crucified. As he slowly
sags down with more weight on the nails in the
wrists, excruciating fiery pain shoots along the
fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain—

the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the
median nerves. As he pushed himself upward to
avoid this stretching torment, he places the full
weight on the nail through his feet.
Again he feels the searing agony of the nail
tearing through the nerves between the bones of
his feet. As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep
through his muscles, knotting them deep relentless, throbbing pain.
With these cramps comes the inability to push
himself upward to breathe. Air can be drawn into
the lungs but not exhaled. He fights to raise
himself in order to get even one small breath.
Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and
in the blood stream, and the cramps partially
subsides.
Spasmodically, he is able to push himself
upward to exhale and bring in life-giving oxygen. Hours of limitless pain, cycles of twisting,
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Marilyn Hall,
Ella Hammac, Marge Williams, Bill
Hollowell, Horace Myrick, Mildred
Johnson (Howard Johnson’s mother), and
Debbie Underwood (Dallas and Karen
Diamond’s sister-in-law).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

Reading/Invitation
February 2, 2005
Reading: Gabe Moore
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
February 9, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born

JANUARY 24, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

If the Holy Spirit Operated
Directly on Mankind...
Douglas Hoff
Many people’s concept of Christianity
includes some mysterious work of the Holy
Spirit to change one’s life. The Bible does teach
the Spirit operates upon man to create faith,
convict of sin, and convert the soul. Does he
operate directly on man or does he work through
the Word of God? The
Bible states that the sword of the Spirit is the
Word of God (Eph. 6:17). This Word is “quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart” (Heb. 4:12). These two verses show that
the Spirit operates not directly upon man but

through the agency of the Word of God. It is
much like the man who went to cut down a tree.
Did he cut down the tree or did the saw?
Obviously, the man did, but he exerted an
influence on the tree through his tool.
Suppose the Holy Spirit did operate directly
upon mankind apart from the Word of God.
What would be the results? God does not want
anyone to be lost (2 Pet. 3:9); He is also no
respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). Therefore, the
Spirit would act uniformly on everyone. Since
the Holy Spirit is part of the Godhead, He is all
powerful. So it should be the case that everyone
would be saved. There can be no other outcome
when an irresistible force operates directly upon

a very moveable object such as man! But Jesus
said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven” (Mat. 7:21). This accounts for the fact
that not everyone will be saved though God is no
respecter of persons. Not everyone chooses to do
the Will of God.
If the Spirit operated directly on mankind
apart from the Word of God, the New Testament
would not be needed to convert people from their
sinful lives. Conversion would depend entirely
on the work of the Holy Spirit. If someone was
not converted, the blame would lie at the feet of
God. Who would dare charge God with a failure
to accomplish his will? The truth was stated long
ago: “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa.
55:11). Preaching God’s Word will harden some
and soften others. The sun will melt wax but

harden clay. Different effects are the result of the
differing natures of the materials. So it is with
mankind. Some will choose to believe and obey,
while others choose not to believe and thus
disobey leading to their damnation.
If the Spirit operated directly why even bother
preaching? Here is a curious thing. Those who
advocate a direct operation of the Holy Spirit
preach it! Should not the Spirit have revealed His
message directly to each person? Jesus told His
apostles, “ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Without a knowledge of God’s Word one cannot have faith in
Jesus Christ since faith comes by hearing the
word of God (Rom. 10:17). The Bible nowhere
states that faith comes by some mysterious
operation of the Holy Spirit.
1708 Wildwood Road; Bloomington, IL 61704

Giving in Worship
The Christian life is filled with challenges
(Mat. 6:33; Rom. 12:1-2; Luke 9:23-27). We are
constantly reminded to be on guard for those
things which get in the way of our acceptable
service to God. But in each of these challenges
there is an assurance of blessings from God. It is
and has always been God’s desire to bless His
people. Blessings are connected to each and
every commandment and requirement from God.
One of the most difficult subjects in all the
Bible is giving in worship. Most of us do not
like to speak on this subject. However it is an
intricate part of our worship. God has challenged
us to give financially to support His work (1 Cor.
16:1-2; Gal. 6:6; Phi. 4:16; 1 Cor. 9:14; Jam.
1:27). It is by our giving that the church is able to
do God’s bidding. Without your financial support
the work could not continue. Therefore we will

discuss this delicate topic. Let us notice some
things in the area of “Giving In Worship.”
1. What Is God’s Purpose for Our Giving?
We need to keep in mind at all times that God’s
desire is to bless us (Mal. 3:10; 2 Cor. 9:6-9).
There are warnings for those who are not careful
in this matter (Mal. 1:6-8). Giving is a way of
expressing our love and gratitude to God. He
gave His all for us (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 8:8-9, 24).
Also our giving shows our desire to support the
local work. Without financial support the work of
the church is not accomplished. The church
cannot survive without financial support from its
members.
2. How Does God Want Us to Determine
Our Giving? According to 2 Corinthians 9:5-7
there are some things for which we must be
careful. These include: covetousness, selfishness,

giving grudgingly, of necessity, and haphazard
giving. God wants us to plan our giving. How is
this to be done? (1) As He prospers us (1 Cor.
16:2; Jam. 1:17); (2) According to our ability
(Acts 11:29; 2 Cor. 8:12); (3) Bountifully (2 Cor.
9:6; Mal. 1:13); (4) Cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7; 8:1112); and (5) with love (2 Cor. 8:8, 24; 1 John
3:17). Before we “lay by in store” we should give
serious thought to our contributions.
3. Some Things Which Can Help Improve
Our Attitude Towards Giving. (1) We are laying up treasures in heaven (Mat. 6:19-21; Col.

3:1-2); (2) Remember what God has done for us
(Psa. 116:12; 2 Cor. 8:9; 1 Tim. 6:17); (3) Know
that materialism is often deceitful and hurtful
(1 Tim. 6:9-10; Luke 12:15); (4) Keep in mind
that our giving reflects the extent of giving oneself to God (Mat. 6:19-33); and (5) If we are not
careful we will be robbing from God (Mal. 3:89).
Remember, it is only when we give properly
the church can do its work.
Author Unknown

No, Not Everybody’s Doing It
Ed Johnson
Does it sometimes seem that everyone drinks
and cheats on his or her spouse, has no real
scruples about honesty and curses like a peglegged pirate? To non-smokers it seems that
everyone else smokes. Beyond debate, many
people do these things and think nothing of it.
However, not even the majority of our fellow
citizens so behave. The average American drinks
16 times more coffee and 12 times more milk
than he does liquor. In spite of much promiscuity, most of our population still lives within the
framework of marriage and family life. A
newspaper editorial sometime back suggested
that the average person does not always lace his
conversation with profanities, and he may even
be growing weary of those who do. According to
the American Lung Association, at the time of
this writing [May 2003], only 28% of our population smokes.
Why then, does it seem that everybody’s
doing such things? Perhaps many factors are
involved, but surely, chief among them is the
illusion created by the news and entertainment
media. A large percentage of the current rock and
country songs glamorize one or more of the
practices mentioned above. The impression is left

that everybody behaves this way. I remarked
after seeing the movie “Earthquake” that it was
amazing how much sex and drinking and profanity can work into an innocent subject.
At a recent annual conference of the National
Council of Alcoholism in Washington, Nicolas
Johnson, of the National Citizens Committee on
Broadcasting, referred to “the gross disproportion
in the showing of the use of alcohol on television
and the actual liquid consumption patterns of the
American people.” Mr. Johnson reported that on
TV, liquor is used 24 times as much as is coffee
and 120 times as much as milk in real life.
So, how can we overcome the despair that
comes from seeing sin glorified and glamorized?
We can remember that most people are still basically decent and want to do right. Not everybody’s doing it! We can also remember that as
Christian we are instructed, “that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world” (Tit. 2:12). Our world needs such beautiful examples so desperately! And remember
Paul’s words, “Evil companionships [even via
the news media] corrupt good morals” (1 Cor.
15:33—ASV).
Copied

a very moveable object such as man! But Jesus
said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven” (Mat. 7:21). This accounts for the fact
that not everyone will be saved though God is no
respecter of persons. Not everyone chooses to do
the Will of God.
If the Spirit operated directly on mankind
apart from the Word of God, the New Testament
would not be needed to convert people from their
sinful lives. Conversion would depend entirely
on the work of the Holy Spirit. If someone was
not converted, the blame would lie at the feet of
God. Who would dare charge God with a failure
to accomplish his will? The truth was stated long
ago: “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa.
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harden clay. Different effects are the result of the
differing natures of the materials. So it is with
mankind. Some will choose to believe and obey,
while others choose not to believe and thus
disobey leading to their damnation.
If the Spirit operated directly why even bother
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Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
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Jesus Christ since faith comes by hearing the
word of God (Rom. 10:17). The Bible nowhere
states that faith comes by some mysterious
operation of the Holy Spirit.
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Giving in Worship
The Christian life is filled with challenges
(Mat. 6:33; Rom. 12:1-2; Luke 9:23-27). We are
constantly reminded to be on guard for those
things which get in the way of our acceptable
service to God. But in each of these challenges
there is an assurance of blessings from God. It is
and has always been God’s desire to bless His
people. Blessings are connected to each and
every commandment and requirement from God.
One of the most difficult subjects in all the
Bible is giving in worship. Most of us do not
like to speak on this subject. However it is an
intricate part of our worship. God has challenged
us to give financially to support His work (1 Cor.
16:1-2; Gal. 6:6; Phi. 4:16; 1 Cor. 9:14; Jam.
1:27). It is by our giving that the church is able to
do God’s bidding. Without your financial support
the work could not continue. Therefore we will

discuss this delicate topic. Let us notice some
things in the area of “Giving In Worship.”
1. What Is God’s Purpose for Our Giving?
We need to keep in mind at all times that God’s
desire is to bless us (Mal. 3:10; 2 Cor. 9:6-9).
There are warnings for those who are not careful
in this matter (Mal. 1:6-8). Giving is a way of
expressing our love and gratitude to God. He
gave His all for us (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 8:8-9, 24).
Also our giving shows our desire to support the
local work. Without financial support the work of
the church is not accomplished. The church
cannot survive without financial support from its
members.
2. How Does God Want Us to Determine
Our Giving? According to 2 Corinthians 9:5-7
there are some things for which we must be
careful. These include: covetousness, selfishness,

giving grudgingly, of necessity, and haphazard
giving. God wants us to plan our giving. How is
this to be done? (1) As He prospers us (1 Cor.
16:2; Jam. 1:17); (2) According to our ability
(Acts 11:29; 2 Cor. 8:12); (3) Bountifully (2 Cor.
9:6; Mal. 1:13); (4) Cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7; 8:1112); and (5) with love (2 Cor. 8:8, 24; 1 John
3:17). Before we “lay by in store” we should give
serious thought to our contributions.
3. Some Things Which Can Help Improve
Our Attitude Towards Giving. (1) We are laying up treasures in heaven (Mat. 6:19-21; Col.

3:1-2); (2) Remember what God has done for us
(Psa. 116:12; 2 Cor. 8:9; 1 Tim. 6:17); (3) Know
that materialism is often deceitful and hurtful
(1 Tim. 6:9-10; Luke 12:15); (4) Keep in mind
that our giving reflects the extent of giving oneself to God (Mat. 6:19-33); and (5) If we are not
careful we will be robbing from God (Mal. 3:89).
Remember, it is only when we give properly
the church can do its work.
Author Unknown

No, Not Everybody’s Doing It
Ed Johnson
Does it sometimes seem that everyone drinks
and cheats on his or her spouse, has no real
scruples about honesty and curses like a peglegged pirate? To non-smokers it seems that
everyone else smokes. Beyond debate, many
people do these things and think nothing of it.
However, not even the majority of our fellow
citizens so behave. The average American drinks
16 times more coffee and 12 times more milk
than he does liquor. In spite of much promiscuity, most of our population still lives within the
framework of marriage and family life. A
newspaper editorial sometime back suggested
that the average person does not always lace his
conversation with profanities, and he may even
be growing weary of those who do. According to
the American Lung Association, at the time of
this writing [May 2003], only 28% of our population smokes.
Why then, does it seem that everybody’s
doing such things? Perhaps many factors are
involved, but surely, chief among them is the
illusion created by the news and entertainment
media. A large percentage of the current rock and
country songs glamorize one or more of the
practices mentioned above. The impression is left

that everybody behaves this way. I remarked
after seeing the movie “Earthquake” that it was
amazing how much sex and drinking and profanity can work into an innocent subject.
At a recent annual conference of the National
Council of Alcoholism in Washington, Nicolas
Johnson, of the National Citizens Committee on
Broadcasting, referred to “the gross disproportion
in the showing of the use of alcohol on television
and the actual liquid consumption patterns of the
American people.” Mr. Johnson reported that on
TV, liquor is used 24 times as much as is coffee
and 120 times as much as milk in real life.
So, how can we overcome the despair that
comes from seeing sin glorified and glamorized?
We can remember that most people are still basically decent and want to do right. Not everybody’s doing it! We can also remember that as
Christian we are instructed, “that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world” (Tit. 2:12). Our world needs such beautiful examples so desperately! And remember
Paul’s words, “Evil companionships [even via
the news media] corrupt good morals” (1 Cor.
15:33—ASV).
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Marilyn Hall,
Ella Hammac, Marge Williams, Bill
Hollowell, Horace Myrick, Mildred
Johnson (Howard Johnson’s mother), and
Debbie Underwood (Dallas and Karen
Diamond’s sister-in-law).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

Reading/Invitation
February 2, 2005
Reading: Gabe Moore
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
February 9, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born

JANUARY 24, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

If the Holy Spirit Operated
Directly on Mankind...
Douglas Hoff
Many people’s concept of Christianity
includes some mysterious work of the Holy
Spirit to change one’s life. The Bible does teach
the Spirit operates upon man to create faith,
convict of sin, and convert the soul. Does he
operate directly on man or does he work through
the Word of God? The
Bible states that the sword of the Spirit is the
Word of God (Eph. 6:17). This Word is “quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart” (Heb. 4:12). These two verses show that
the Spirit operates not directly upon man but

through the agency of the Word of God. It is
much like the man who went to cut down a tree.
Did he cut down the tree or did the saw?
Obviously, the man did, but he exerted an
influence on the tree through his tool.
Suppose the Holy Spirit did operate directly
upon mankind apart from the Word of God.
What would be the results? God does not want
anyone to be lost (2 Pet. 3:9); He is also no
respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). Therefore, the
Spirit would act uniformly on everyone. Since
the Holy Spirit is part of the Godhead, He is all
powerful. So it should be the case that everyone
would be saved. There can be no other outcome
when an irresistible force operates directly upon
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Mildred Hall (Sacred Heart Hospital, room
606), and Horace Myrick.
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Reading/Invitation

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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February 9, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born
February 16, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Paul Brantley

Mark These Dates

JANUARY 31, 2005

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Only Ones?
B. J. Clarke
“Do you all think you are the only ones who
are right?” “Is it true that you believe you are the
only ones going to heaven?” Who among us has
not been faced with the preceding questions and
others like them? How should we answer such
questions? Can we be dogmatic about answering
them?
Ours is an age of broadmindedness. Tolerance
is shown to everyone except those who are not
broadminded. Often, the most intolerant attitudes
are manifested by those who are allegedly the
most tolerant. Thus, the claim that a certain way
is the only way or the idea that certain ones are
the only approved ones, is rejected immediately
by our general culture. Notwithstanding these
cultural attitudes, Jesus said that the way that
leads to eternal life is narrow and that the broad

way leads to destruction (Mat. 7:13-14). In fact,
God’s way has always been narrow. Throughout
Bible history, certain ones have been the only
ones who were pleasing to God.
Cain and Abel brought offerings of worship
to God. Abel’s offering was accepted whereas
Cain’s was rejected (Gen. 4:1-5). Of the two
worshippers the only one who pleased God was
Abel. Suppose Cain had said, “Do you think your
worship is the only kind acceptable to God? Do
you think that you are the only one who is
right?” How could Abel have answered? He
could have said, “I believe that God’s way is the
only right way and that is the way that I am
seeking to follow.”
Likewise, Nadab and Abihu offered worship
to God. However, the text declares that they

“offered strange fire before the LORD, which he
commanded them not. And there went out fire
from the LORD, and devoured them, and they
died before the LORD” (Lev. 10:1-2). Imagine
some friends of Nadab and Abihu saying to the
other priests, “Do you think you are the only
ones who worship correctly? Do you think the
depository of God’s truth on how to worship
rests with you?” I seriously doubt that such a
conversation took place, for God had quite obviously demonstrated that there was one way to
worship Him and that was His way. One of the
major theological principles of the Bible is that
God’s holiness be honored by strict observance
of His ordinances.
In 1 Samuel 13, King Saul was surrounded by
the Philistine army. He waited seven days for
Samuel to come and offer a burnt offering to
God. When Samuel did not arrive, Saul grew
impatient and took it upon himself to offer the
sacrifice himself. No sooner had he finished
offering the sacrifice when Samuel arrived on the
scene. Samuel immediately rebuked Saul for his
unlawful sacrifice. Visualize Saul saying to
Samuel, “Do you think that you and your little
bunch are the only ones approved of by God in
offering sacrifices? Do you think you are the
only ones?” How could Samuel have replied? He
might have said, “God has authorized certain
ones as the only ones qualified to perform this

2005 Bellview Lectures
June 11-15, 2005

The Blight of Liberalism
For a list of topics and speakers go to
our Internet web site at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures

action. If you have a problem with that, you can
take it up with the Lord.”
A similar instance is found in the action of
King Uzziah as recorded in 2 Chronicles 26:1621. King Uzziah entered the temple of God and
burnt incense upon the altar. Azariah the priest
went in after him with eighty others to confront
him with his sin. They said to him, “It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense
unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of
Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense”
(2 Chr. 26:18). Uzziah became furious. Envision
Uzziah saying, “Do you think that you and your
little group of priests are the only ones who can
burn incense to God? What a self-serving,
narrow-minded group of legalists you all are!
Why you must think you’re the only game in
town!” The truth of the matter is that these
priests were the only ones God had authorized to
perform this act of service. God struck Uzziah
with leprosy until the day of his death.
A different character named Uzza was struck
dead by God for touching the ark of the covenant
(1 Chr. 13:10). This could have been avoided if
the ark of the covenant had been transported as
God had directed. God had decreed that the ark
be transported by only Levites who would put
poles in the rings of the ark and carry it by holding on to the poles (Exo. 25:10-16; 1 Chr. 15:2).
Uzza was not a Levite and the ark was being
transported on a cart. Suppose the family of Uzza
had said to the Levites, “Do you think you all are
the only ones who can carry the ark?” In reality,
the Levites were the only ones who could carry
the ark and be pleasing to God.
Is there a group of people today who can be
identified as the only ones who are pleasing to
God? Absolutely, the only ones who are pleasing to God today are those who do God’s will
in God’s way. Who are the only ones who are
going to be saved? Those who are in His body,
which is His church, of which there is only one

(Eph. 5:23; 1:22-23; 4:4). Who are the only ones
going to heaven? Let Jesus answer the question.
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he

that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven” (Mat. 7:21).
681 Church Road; Southaven, MS 38671

The Wisdom of the Wise
Bob Howton
“There is only one way to acquire wisdom.
But when it comes to making a fool of yourself,
you have your choice of thousands of ways of
doing it” (E. C. McKenzie).
We have all heard of the old red-necked
preacher who arose in the splendor of total ignorance and announced that his lesson for that
day would be taken from the Wholly Unauthorized Gospel. I read for your pleasure the
following test, he declared, with much aplomb.
SPECULATIONS 10:3 and following:
My soul shall surely live at ease in Zion,
seeing that I have had endless days of
practice living at ease here on Earth. Surely Jehovah holdeth me not accountable for
mine absences, for He knoweth that mine
entertainment meaneth not so much to me
as doth His wise counsel.
Jehovah knoweth that mine expenses
are great, so doubtlessly He shall excuse
my pitiful offerings, when I make them.
Yea, doubtlessly! For, verily, He knoweth!
Knowing that my time is very valuable
to me, surely Jehovah does not expect me
to stop and take time to thank Him for
blessings which He knows I’m already
thankful for. Likewise, He should not wait
for me to entreat Him for things I need,
when He already knows I need them. Besides, He knoweth that I am often found in
prayer, when I want things.
Jehovah shall surely smite the man
who seeth not things my way, nor esteem-

eth my judgments as better than his.
Then, with great eloquence and pomp, the old
preacher asks the congregation to stand and repeat with him, from the book of Procrastinations
(Chapter 12, verses 9 and 10).
On the morrow will I arise to serve and
honor Jehovah, howbeit, the hours of today are already taken in their entirety. I
must be about my vacation and my future
retirement, lest I arrive at such a time and
find that I have made no provision. Surely
Jehovah will honor such vision and concern for my earthly well being.
My mouth shall surely speak to warn
the wicked from his evil ways, and to
strengthen the wayward e’er tomorrow’s
sun goeth down. But for now, I must save
my voice for the game which my team
playeth tonight. After all, does not the
Lord say that we should give honor where
honor is due, and praise, where praise is
due? They are a great team!
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it
is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to
nothing the understanding of the prudent” (1 Cor.
1:18-19).
Someone has said that it is a lot easier to form
an opinion when you have only a few of the
facts! Guess that is why there are so many opinions on everything!
10990 Country Haven; Cottondale, AL 35453
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only ones?” How could Samuel have replied? He
might have said, “God has authorized certain
ones as the only ones qualified to perform this
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God? Absolutely, the only ones who are pleasing to God today are those who do God’s will
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going to be saved? Those who are in His body,
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Mildred Hall (Sacred Heart Hospital, room
606), and Horace Myrick.
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Reading/Invitation

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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February 9, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Henry Born
February 16, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Paul Brantley

Mark These Dates

JANUARY 31, 2005

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Only Ones?
B. J. Clarke
“Do you all think you are the only ones who
are right?” “Is it true that you believe you are the
only ones going to heaven?” Who among us has
not been faced with the preceding questions and
others like them? How should we answer such
questions? Can we be dogmatic about answering
them?
Ours is an age of broadmindedness. Tolerance
is shown to everyone except those who are not
broadminded. Often, the most intolerant attitudes
are manifested by those who are allegedly the
most tolerant. Thus, the claim that a certain way
is the only way or the idea that certain ones are
the only approved ones, is rejected immediately
by our general culture. Notwithstanding these
cultural attitudes, Jesus said that the way that
leads to eternal life is narrow and that the broad

way leads to destruction (Mat. 7:13-14). In fact,
God’s way has always been narrow. Throughout
Bible history, certain ones have been the only
ones who were pleasing to God.
Cain and Abel brought offerings of worship
to God. Abel’s offering was accepted whereas
Cain’s was rejected (Gen. 4:1-5). Of the two
worshippers the only one who pleased God was
Abel. Suppose Cain had said, “Do you think your
worship is the only kind acceptable to God? Do
you think that you are the only one who is
right?” How could Abel have answered? He
could have said, “I believe that God’s way is the
only right way and that is the way that I am
seeking to follow.”
Likewise, Nadab and Abihu offered worship
to God. However, the text declares that they
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Mildred Hall (West Florida Hospital, room
606), Horace Myrick, Lucille Staples,
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter), and Anita Davis (Laura
Swayne’s daughter).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
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Reading/Invitation
February 16, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Paul Brantley
February 23, 2005
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Busch

FEBRUARY 7, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

But I’m Not Worshipping!
Wayne Price
You are visiting a revival at a certain denominational group in the city, and the song
leader announces the number. It is a real favorite
of yours, entitled, How Great Thou Art? The
organist readies herself, the pianist places her
hands on the keys, and you...
You have accepted an invitation to sing in a
quartet before the luncheon of one of the social
organizations in the city. With the help of one at
the piano, another on the guitar, several selections are rendered by your group, including
Home On the Range, My Wild Irish Rose, and
Danny Boy.
After a round of applause, a request is heard
coming from an appreciative audience: “Will you
all do How Great Thou Art?”The guitarist finds
the key, the other members or your group sound

their first note, and you...
As a student in high school, and a member of
the chorus, you are expected to participate in the
Christmas Cantata. You believe that it is wrong
to use instruments of music in worship, and have
doubts about singing these songs of praise accompanied by piano, but after all, it is not in our
local building, so...
One question needs to be asked in each of the
above circumstances: Does worship take place
only in a church building? Brethren, some songs
are, by their nature, songs of worship! Were Paul
and Silas worshiping (Acts 16:25) when they
were praying and singing hymns in prison? Years
ago, this writer argued that worship takes place
only when one intends to worship, therefore all
these hymns and spiritual songs can be used for

“entertainment purposes,” and somehow not be
worship. Not anymore!
Certainly worship is a calculated act, and no
one worships God when he does not intend to
worship. In other words, the daydreamer on
Lord’s Day morning may have difficulty in keeping his mind in the proper channel, and you may
be worshiping in song while the one seated next
to you is thinking about the Dallas Cowboys’
game that afternoon. One is worshiping, the other
is not! Yet the bad example of the latter must not
be used to justify another unscriptural practice
that of using instrumental music with songs of
worship, whether in the church building, classroom, at home, under a tree, or in an auditorium.
We simply have no scriptural authority for

using a psalm, hymn, or spiritual song other than
in worship to God and to teach and admonish one
another (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Since there is no
scriptural precedent for using instruments of
music to accompany the singing of psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, then we must not
engage in the practice anytime or any place. How
can one sing a song like How Great Thou Art?
and not be worshiping? One argues: “He does not
intend to worship.” Answer: Let him select a
secular song that is not a song of worship by its
very nature. One continues to cry, “But I’m not
worshiping.” Explain that to your denominational friends who have difficulty understanding
such inconsistency.
P.O. Box 760; Mcloud, OK 74851

A Message Not Worth Listening To
Tom Wacaster
A large number of souls in India are in
bondage to the Hindu religion. It is a religion of
futility, fear, and foolishness. Its adherents remind me of the prophets of Baal who danced
around their idol, cutting themselves, and seeking
some sign from their god while praying to an idol
that can neither hear, see, nor answer. It is not
uncommon for Indians to broadcast their
religious services over a loud speaker so that
those in the village can hear the message. Such
methods to spread their intended message are
neither offensive, nor prohibited. Our brethren
take advantage of this to broadcast the sermon
and song service to the village people, giving
them the opportunity to hear the truth. Last
Tuesday we visited a village that had a congregation of the Lord’s people. Unfortunately the
brethren did not have a loud speaker, and I am
not certain that it would have been beneficial at
this precise occasion. Just about the time we got

ready to begin our services, the procession carrying the Hindu god moved slowly past the church
building. So we very patiently waited until the
procession had passed before we began. But even
after the procession had passed us by and moved
off some distance from the building, we could
still hear the loud speaker blaring the message to
faithful Hindus: “Come make your sacrifice;
bring your gifts...” The volume at times was so
high we could barely hear ourselves speaking to
one another. Yes, the message was heard; but
unfortunately, it was a message with no value.
Our world is inundated with messages that are
not worth listening to. Whether it be the Hindu
message that calls for worship to a false god, or
the noise of materialism and hedonism, these
blaring messages drown out the Gospel of Truth.
Indeed, the “god of this world” has blinded the
minds of the ignorant, and stopped the ears from
hearing the truth. The incredible thing about this

is the fact that men want it that way. They are
content to hear messages that tickle the ears and
sooth the conscience. They listen; but the message is not worth listening to. Thankfully God
has promised us that when the message falls on
good and honest hearts the result will be a soul
saved to the Lord’s glory and honor. You and I
have the responsibility to send forth the message
(Mat. 28:18-20, Mark 16:15). What about our
response? To what message do we give heed?
Are we listening to the message of the world,
with its allurements and promises? Or are we
listening to the message that tells us to go?

Brethren, the call in India is great. The call for
men to turn away from idols and from the vanity
of Hinduism is spreading throughout that land.
Thankfully, men are listening, but the call goes
forth for us to help our brethren spread that
message. Will we answer? Or will we, like those
whose ears have been stopped by vain messages,
refuse to listen? One choice will lead to life for
ourselves and those who hear us. The only other
alternative is to listen to a message not worth
listening to.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Does Baptism Save?
Preston Silcox
The sign in front of the interdenominational
church building said, “Water baptism never
saved anyone.” Sometime later, the same church
ran an ad in the local classifieds that announced
the identical message. Is this bold and public
proclamation true? Consider a few Scriptures.
• Mark 16:16: “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.”
• Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.”
• Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou?
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
• Romans 6:3-4: “Know ye not, that so many of
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life.”
• Galatians 3:27: “For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
• 1 Peter 3:21: “The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
These verses indicate the very opposite of the
sign and ad noted above.
Of course, one should keep in mind that these
passages do not teach that baptism alone saves.
God’s grace (cf. Tit. 2:11ff) and Christ’s blood
(cf. Rev. 1:5), among other items, are essential to
man’s salvation. Additionally, God has other requirements in His plan for humanity; they include faith (John 8:24), repentance (Luke 13:3),
confession of Christ (Rom. 10:9-10), and faithfulness after baptism (1 John 1:7). Still, to say
that baptism is not necessary for salvation is to
ignore clear claims of the Bible!
4006 Sunset Street; Muskogee, OK 74403

“entertainment purposes,” and somehow not be
worship. Not anymore!
Certainly worship is a calculated act, and no
one worships God when he does not intend to
worship. In other words, the daydreamer on
Lord’s Day morning may have difficulty in keeping his mind in the proper channel, and you may
be worshiping in song while the one seated next
to you is thinking about the Dallas Cowboys’
game that afternoon. One is worshiping, the other
is not! Yet the bad example of the latter must not
be used to justify another unscriptural practice
that of using instrumental music with songs of
worship, whether in the church building, classroom, at home, under a tree, or in an auditorium.
We simply have no scriptural authority for

using a psalm, hymn, or spiritual song other than
in worship to God and to teach and admonish one
another (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Since there is no
scriptural precedent for using instruments of
music to accompany the singing of psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, then we must not
engage in the practice anytime or any place. How
can one sing a song like How Great Thou Art?
and not be worshiping? One argues: “He does not
intend to worship.” Answer: Let him select a
secular song that is not a song of worship by its
very nature. One continues to cry, “But I’m not
worshiping.” Explain that to your denominational friends who have difficulty understanding
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Our world is inundated with messages that are
not worth listening to. Whether it be the Hindu
message that calls for worship to a false god, or
the noise of materialism and hedonism, these
blaring messages drown out the Gospel of Truth.
Indeed, the “god of this world” has blinded the
minds of the ignorant, and stopped the ears from
hearing the truth. The incredible thing about this

is the fact that men want it that way. They are
content to hear messages that tickle the ears and
sooth the conscience. They listen; but the message is not worth listening to. Thankfully God
has promised us that when the message falls on
good and honest hearts the result will be a soul
saved to the Lord’s glory and honor. You and I
have the responsibility to send forth the message
(Mat. 28:18-20, Mark 16:15). What about our
response? To what message do we give heed?
Are we listening to the message of the world,
with its allurements and promises? Or are we
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Preston Silcox
The sign in front of the interdenominational
church building said, “Water baptism never
saved anyone.” Sometime later, the same church
ran an ad in the local classifieds that announced
the identical message. Is this bold and public
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• 1 Peter 3:21: “The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
These verses indicate the very opposite of the
sign and ad noted above.
Of course, one should keep in mind that these
passages do not teach that baptism alone saves.
God’s grace (cf. Tit. 2:11ff) and Christ’s blood
(cf. Rev. 1:5), among other items, are essential to
man’s salvation. Additionally, God has other requirements in His plan for humanity; they include faith (John 8:24), repentance (Luke 13:3),
confession of Christ (Rom. 10:9-10), and faithfulness after baptism (1 John 1:7). Still, to say
that baptism is not necessary for salvation is to
ignore clear claims of the Bible!
4006 Sunset Street; Muskogee, OK 74403

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Mildred Hall (West Florida Hospital, room
606), Horace Myrick, Lucille Staples,
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter), and Anita Davis (Laura
Swayne’s daughter).

VOL. XXXIV

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 27, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
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Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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Reading/Invitation
February 16, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Paul Brantley
February 23, 2005
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Busch

FEBRUARY 7, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

But I’m Not Worshipping!
Wayne Price
You are visiting a revival at a certain denominational group in the city, and the song
leader announces the number. It is a real favorite
of yours, entitled, How Great Thou Art? The
organist readies herself, the pianist places her
hands on the keys, and you...
You have accepted an invitation to sing in a
quartet before the luncheon of one of the social
organizations in the city. With the help of one at
the piano, another on the guitar, several selections are rendered by your group, including
Home On the Range, My Wild Irish Rose, and
Danny Boy.
After a round of applause, a request is heard
coming from an appreciative audience: “Will you
all do How Great Thou Art?”The guitarist finds
the key, the other members or your group sound

their first note, and you...
As a student in high school, and a member of
the chorus, you are expected to participate in the
Christmas Cantata. You believe that it is wrong
to use instruments of music in worship, and have
doubts about singing these songs of praise accompanied by piano, but after all, it is not in our
local building, so...
One question needs to be asked in each of the
above circumstances: Does worship take place
only in a church building? Brethren, some songs
are, by their nature, songs of worship! Were Paul
and Silas worshiping (Acts 16:25) when they
were praying and singing hymns in prison? Years
ago, this writer argued that worship takes place
only when one intends to worship, therefore all
these hymns and spiritual songs can be used for
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Rubye Bailey, Nancy
Travis (William Weekley’s daughter), and
Anita Davis (Laura Swayne’s daughter).
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Sympathy

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Mildred Hall, who passed
from this life on February 12, 2005. Please
keep her family in your prayers.
MEETING TIMES

Reading/Invitation
February 23, 2005
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Busch
March 2, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Repentance
Daniel Denham
Repentance is absolutely essential to one’s
salvation (Acts 2:38; 2 Pet. 3:9). It is universal in
its import (Luke 13:3, 5). Without doubt, however, the hardest command to obey in becoming
a child of God is the command to repent of one’s
sins. Human beings as a rule do not like to be
told that they are wrong about anything, especially when it comes to their moral conduct.
To be criticized about anything seems to “cut
against the grain” in our mental make-up. Yet, it
is precisely the humbling of ourselves so as to
recognize we are wrong when we are wrong that
lies at the very heart of genuine, heart-felt, and
life-changing repentance. It is the lowering of
ourselves in our own eyes not only to acknowledge with both mind and lips “I am wrong,” but
the steeled determination to do something about

it, regardless of what may be required by the
Lord, that is the essence of true repentance.
Repentance is produced by “godly sorrow,”
but it is more than this (2 Cor. 7:10). While it
recognizes the fact of wrong doing and creates in
the human heart genuine sorrow “after a godly
sort,” it proceeds to motivate the penitent to do
something about the wrong—to try in some
fashion to correct it or, at the very least, to
change his behavior about it. Where restitution is
possible, it seeks to make it. It is a change of life
itself produced by a change of mind! Repentance
is beautifully illustrated in the Parable of the Two
Sons in Matthew 21:28-32. The first son refused
to go into his father’s vineyard to work, but then
“afterward he repented, and went” (v. 29). It is
also demonstrated in the wonderful accounts of

the conversion of Saul of Tarsus who went on to
preach the faith which he once destroyed.
Some years ago I was studying the Word of
God with a young man. He soon came to understand God’s plan of salvation. When it came time
to press the matter and call upon him to obey
what he now knew to be true, he backed away
from the Gospel by claiming that he simply could
not bring himself to stop doing certain things,
such as drinking alcoholic beverages, dancing in
the night clubs, et. al. He ultimately rejected the
Gospel because it demanded more of him than he
was willing to do! Invariably when people reject
God’s plan of salvation, the key point is repentance. I am convinced that more people get hung

up on that command far more even than the command to be baptized for the remission of sins. In
fact, if the truth be known in all cases where the
latter is rejected, the former has never begun
really to take place! True faith and repentance
demand nothing less than full compliance with
God’s Word in becoming a Christian. The biggest obstacle is not getting into the water to get
into Christ, it is getting out of self so that the
other can occur! The first requirement of discipleship is a denial of self (Mat. 16:24). Repentance is the proper expression of such radical
change in one’s focus in life.
607 72nd Street; Newport News, VA 23605

Should Everyone Sing?
L. O. Sanderson
It is no secret that too many Christians fail or
refuse to sing hymns of prayer and praise or
Gospel songs of admonition to others; and when
one is exhorted to join in the sacrifice of our lips
in praise, the answer is: “I can’t sing,” or “my
voice will not respond” (even though they can
talk a blue streak!), or “I simply am not musically inclined” (though they play records, radio,
attend musicals, and even enjoy singing!). It is
agreed that we are born with varied degrees of
the senses of pitch and rhythm—it is difficult to
believe that anyone is born with none. But the
question is: Should everybody sing? Is one more
obligated to try than another? Can one who is
talented do the singing for another who is not as
talented? Has God authorized a practice in the
kingdom of His Son which cannot be obeyed?
A number of years ago, during a lecture on
the music of the church, one from the audience
asked to be recognized. We listened as he reasoned: “There is singing and there is making
melody in the heart; both are included in the New

Testament teaching. One has the talent to sing
audibly, while another can only make melody in
the heart.” (And he cited a Bible commentary to
prove his point.) However, this writer, who was
the speaker of the occasion, just had to ascertain
if he thought a dual command, connected by the
conjunction “and,” could be performed by two
people—one doing one part, another the other
part—and please God. The auditor’s answer was
affirmative. We remarked, this would not hold
true in other cases. For instance, the Lord says,
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16)—can one believe, the other be
baptized, and both be saved? You say this is
absurd. Yes, but not any more than saying, “You
make melody in the heart and I will sing with the
voice, and we will both please God.” It takes
both for one to complete his own obligation.
Surely we can know that God does, or does
not, authorize us to sing with the voice from the
heart. If He doesn’t, then we do not have to utter
praise and devotion—we can eliminate singing

altogether! If He does (and the Bible is clear on
this point), how can we honor God and admonish
others without doing our best in song? The
moment we admit that God commands us to sing,
rather than offer mechanical praise, we are faced
with a searching question: Can we go to heaven
while disobeying a command? There is no alternative—to do or not to do, to the best of our
ability, is the real concern. One endowed with
greater potentiality in song has no stricter duty,
no greater reward; neither is one of lesser talent
relieved of duty nor denied blessings and rights
of participation. As men judge, one can teach
better, lead a better prayer, or give more, but this
cannot excuse others from their obligation in
these realms. If God says sing, and He does, we
must do our best.
Paul said to speak (and this is oral expression)
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, “singing and
making melody in your heart” (Eph. 5:19); to
teach and admonish (and this is with the voice) in
the same fashion (Col. 3:16); with him, it was
personal, “I will sing” (1 Cor. 14:15), and he
practiced it (Acts 16:25). The Hebrews writer
said it must be “in the midst of the church” (Heb.
2:12), and that “By him [Christ] therefore let us
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his
name” (Heb. 13:15). These and related Scriptures
assure that God wants each and all to sing.
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Grant that someone has waited too long to do
well at singing, he could still try; and, anyway,
this should not check our teaching that God
expects His children to sing! If this had been
emphasized fifty years ago, more, if not all,
Christians would be joining in the exercise today.
For the sake of the present and coming generations, we must urge God’s pleasure with
respect to music in the worship. It is a fact that
we must be taught to do what God requires—
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, and by what
manner; He actually went through the manner of
observing and serving the Lord’s supper; we are
taught to teach, but must be taught before we can
do so. Hence, to sing, we should be taught to
sing.
One of the errors of teachers of singing
schools in the past is that they pile up a stack of
theory and often make the undertaking appear
difficult, while under-emphasizing the joy of
singing, the art of it, and promotion of spirit and
understanding in the practice. May the Lord bless
every one who strives to improve our singing,
but may we prove, with Solomon, that “man
should rejoice in his own works” (Ecc. 3:22).
The old saying is that “the proof of the pudding
is in the eating”—may we also insist that the
means and reward in singing is the doing of it!
The least a Christian could do to effect
improvement is to be on hand and try in every
singing effort. The elders, who must of necessity
be concerned with the teaching of and by the
flock, should certainly encourage one of the most
powerful means of teaching and admonishing. If
all members of the church should attend worship
and Bible study, let us put forth every effort to
gain 100 per cent attendance; but if we fail, let us
not give up. If all are to sing, let us put forth a
special effort to attain full participation; but
failure with some must not deter our efforts
toward better singing.
via “Southwesterner”
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It is no secret that too many Christians fail or
refuse to sing hymns of prayer and praise or
Gospel songs of admonition to others; and when
one is exhorted to join in the sacrifice of our lips
in praise, the answer is: “I can’t sing,” or “my
voice will not respond” (even though they can
talk a blue streak!), or “I simply am not musically inclined” (though they play records, radio,
attend musicals, and even enjoy singing!). It is
agreed that we are born with varied degrees of
the senses of pitch and rhythm—it is difficult to
believe that anyone is born with none. But the
question is: Should everybody sing? Is one more
obligated to try than another? Can one who is
talented do the singing for another who is not as
talented? Has God authorized a practice in the
kingdom of His Son which cannot be obeyed?
A number of years ago, during a lecture on
the music of the church, one from the audience
asked to be recognized. We listened as he reasoned: “There is singing and there is making
melody in the heart; both are included in the New

Testament teaching. One has the talent to sing
audibly, while another can only make melody in
the heart.” (And he cited a Bible commentary to
prove his point.) However, this writer, who was
the speaker of the occasion, just had to ascertain
if he thought a dual command, connected by the
conjunction “and,” could be performed by two
people—one doing one part, another the other
part—and please God. The auditor’s answer was
affirmative. We remarked, this would not hold
true in other cases. For instance, the Lord says,
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16)—can one believe, the other be
baptized, and both be saved? You say this is
absurd. Yes, but not any more than saying, “You
make melody in the heart and I will sing with the
voice, and we will both please God.” It takes
both for one to complete his own obligation.
Surely we can know that God does, or does
not, authorize us to sing with the voice from the
heart. If He doesn’t, then we do not have to utter
praise and devotion—we can eliminate singing

altogether! If He does (and the Bible is clear on
this point), how can we honor God and admonish
others without doing our best in song? The
moment we admit that God commands us to sing,
rather than offer mechanical praise, we are faced
with a searching question: Can we go to heaven
while disobeying a command? There is no alternative—to do or not to do, to the best of our
ability, is the real concern. One endowed with
greater potentiality in song has no stricter duty,
no greater reward; neither is one of lesser talent
relieved of duty nor denied blessings and rights
of participation. As men judge, one can teach
better, lead a better prayer, or give more, but this
cannot excuse others from their obligation in
these realms. If God says sing, and He does, we
must do our best.
Paul said to speak (and this is oral expression)
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, “singing and
making melody in your heart” (Eph. 5:19); to
teach and admonish (and this is with the voice) in
the same fashion (Col. 3:16); with him, it was
personal, “I will sing” (1 Cor. 14:15), and he
practiced it (Acts 16:25). The Hebrews writer
said it must be “in the midst of the church” (Heb.
2:12), and that “By him [Christ] therefore let us
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his
name” (Heb. 13:15). These and related Scriptures
assure that God wants each and all to sing.
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Grant that someone has waited too long to do
well at singing, he could still try; and, anyway,
this should not check our teaching that God
expects His children to sing! If this had been
emphasized fifty years ago, more, if not all,
Christians would be joining in the exercise today.
For the sake of the present and coming generations, we must urge God’s pleasure with
respect to music in the worship. It is a fact that
we must be taught to do what God requires—
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, and by what
manner; He actually went through the manner of
observing and serving the Lord’s supper; we are
taught to teach, but must be taught before we can
do so. Hence, to sing, we should be taught to
sing.
One of the errors of teachers of singing
schools in the past is that they pile up a stack of
theory and often make the undertaking appear
difficult, while under-emphasizing the joy of
singing, the art of it, and promotion of spirit and
understanding in the practice. May the Lord bless
every one who strives to improve our singing,
but may we prove, with Solomon, that “man
should rejoice in his own works” (Ecc. 3:22).
The old saying is that “the proof of the pudding
is in the eating”—may we also insist that the
means and reward in singing is the doing of it!
The least a Christian could do to effect
improvement is to be on hand and try in every
singing effort. The elders, who must of necessity
be concerned with the teaching of and by the
flock, should certainly encourage one of the most
powerful means of teaching and admonishing. If
all members of the church should attend worship
and Bible study, let us put forth every effort to
gain 100 per cent attendance; but if we fail, let us
not give up. If all are to sing, let us put forth a
special effort to attain full participation; but
failure with some must not deter our efforts
toward better singing.
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Mildred Hall, who passed
from this life on February 12, 2005. Please
keep her family in your prayers.
MEETING TIMES

Reading/Invitation
February 23, 2005
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Busch
March 2, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
February 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Repentance
Daniel Denham
Repentance is absolutely essential to one’s
salvation (Acts 2:38; 2 Pet. 3:9). It is universal in
its import (Luke 13:3, 5). Without doubt, however, the hardest command to obey in becoming
a child of God is the command to repent of one’s
sins. Human beings as a rule do not like to be
told that they are wrong about anything, especially when it comes to their moral conduct.
To be criticized about anything seems to “cut
against the grain” in our mental make-up. Yet, it
is precisely the humbling of ourselves so as to
recognize we are wrong when we are wrong that
lies at the very heart of genuine, heart-felt, and
life-changing repentance. It is the lowering of
ourselves in our own eyes not only to acknowledge with both mind and lips “I am wrong,” but
the steeled determination to do something about

it, regardless of what may be required by the
Lord, that is the essence of true repentance.
Repentance is produced by “godly sorrow,”
but it is more than this (2 Cor. 7:10). While it
recognizes the fact of wrong doing and creates in
the human heart genuine sorrow “after a godly
sort,” it proceeds to motivate the penitent to do
something about the wrong—to try in some
fashion to correct it or, at the very least, to
change his behavior about it. Where restitution is
possible, it seeks to make it. It is a change of life
itself produced by a change of mind! Repentance
is beautifully illustrated in the Parable of the Two
Sons in Matthew 21:28-32. The first son refused
to go into his father’s vineyard to work, but then
“afterward he repented, and went” (v. 29). It is
also demonstrated in the wonderful accounts of
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Reading/Invitation
March 2, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Bill Crowe
March 9, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Your Parents Can’t Make You Go to Heaven!
Ted J. Clarke
One of the greatest miseries of being a child
is being made to do things that a child does not
want to do. Eating vegetables, brushing teeth,
taking a bath, cleaning one’s room, going to
Aunt June’s, going to school, attending worship
and Bible study—these all rate high on the list of
things that many children and teens do not like to
do at some time or another.
As children get a little older, they often can
see the wisdom of brushing their teeth or taking
a bath, and many like going to school, even if it
is not because they see the value of a good
education. But mom and dad still make them
attend church, even after they have complained
sufficiently to be exempted from visiting Aunt
June. Why?
Some young people feel as though they have

finally broken the stranglehold parents exercise
over children, when they have removed themselves from parental power to make them “go to
church.” A number of older people have told me
that the reason they do not attend church in their
adult years is because their parents made them go
when they were children. Most of us know that
really is not the reason. The real reason is usually
twofold. One, the young person was not made to
see the need for attending worship or Bible study
as he/she was growing up, or the child simply did
not learn the lessons taught. Two, the young
person has grown and has made a decision that
he/she does not need God in his/her life. His or
her interests are simply not served by religion. In
the growing process, the wisdom of eating properly, bathing, and brushing teeth made sense,

but somehow God was never made as real or as
sensitive as those other things? Why?
Well, growing up is more than just getting
older and bigger. There is a maturing of the mind
(a true sense of seeking for answers to the
questions of “Where did I come from? Why am
I here? What happens to me when I die?”). When
we really grow up, there is a soberness about
life’s purpose and death’s destiny with those who
are truly mature. Young people, it is not easy to
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force yourselves to think about these things, but
it is important that you do so!
As you develop and grow older, try to grow in
wisdom, too. When you become a young adult,
your parents cannot make you do many things
they used to do. You may be happy about that,
but your parents did what they thought was best
for you (Heb. 12:9-11). There is one final thing
that your parents cannot make you do! They cannot make you go to heaven. As much as they
would like to see you there, they cannot make
you go! That is a decision you get to make. You
do not have to go, if you do not want to go!
Romans 14:12 and 2 Corinthians 5:10 say that
“each one of us will give an account of himself
[or herself].” Growing up is great! The adult life
is a continuing education. There are tremendous
and eternal consequences attached to the decisions you make as young adults! Use your freedom to make the right choices for yourselves.
P.O. Box 855; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

God’s Power to Save
David McCain
Christ’s church is an everlasting institution
(Heb. 12:28), built on the unchangeable and
eternal Word of God (Mat. 24:35; 1 Pet. 1:23).
Times change, but man’s needs remain the same.
People today need just what people 200 or 2000
years ago needed. They need God’s instructions
for living (Jer. 10:23). They need God’s salve of
salvation to heal their sin-sick souls. They need
nothing more and nothing less than to hear and
obey the precious Gospel of Jesus, in order to be
released from Satan’s death grip (Heb. 2:15).
The world grows more modern every day, but
the Gospel of Christ never needs modernization.
It is timeless. It speaks to man’s needs in every
age. It is as fresh, alive, and powerful today, as it
was the day it was written. It is still God’s power

unto salvation, to all who believe and obey
(Rom. 1:16-17).
Yet, more and more, we see and hear of individuals and churches who turn away from an
emphasis on Gospel preaching and teaching to an
entertainment emphasis as the means for
reaching the lost and keeping the saved faithful
to the Lord’s church. About fifteen years ago, I
attended a planning session for the East Texas
Summer Youth Series, where a youth minister for
a large congregation in Tyler said, “We can’t just
teach the Bible and expect to maintain the interest of our young people.” Sadly, about 90% of
the youth ministers present agreed with his
assessment, and then proceeded to push through
a slate of liberal entertainers for the following

year’s program of activities, despite my objections. A few years later in Tennessee, while attending a similar planning meeting for an area
youth meeting, I heard a misguided deacon from
another congregation say, “What our young
people don’t need to hear (at this activity) is just
another Gospel sermon.” With that kind of attitude towards Gospel preaching, I was not surprised when a few months later this “wolf in
sheep’s clothing,” destroyed his marriage, his
family, and his Christian influence by having an
affair with one of his co-workers.
Despite what some ungodly brethren think
about the effectiveness of the Gospel, it is still
God’s power to save (Rom. 1:16). “Power” is
from the Greek word dunamis, from which we
get our English words, dynamo, dynamic, and
dynamite. The truth of the matter is, God’s Holy
Word is exactly the “dynamic dynamite” our
young people, the lost, and all of us really need
to hear. In fact, it is all we need to hear! The
powerful Gospel of Jesus is not boring to those
who believe and treasure it! The preaching of
Christ crucified may be a stumbling-block to
unbelieving Jews, and it may be foolishness to
unbelieving Gentiles, but unto them which are
called by God, both Jew and Gentile, it is Christ,
the power and wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:23-24).
Sadly, many of our brethren today are

ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. Unlike the
beloved apostle Paul, they are afraid to stand up
and defend it. They doubt its power to save man
from sin. They doubt its power to keep our
young people faithful to the church. They feel the
need to apologize to the world for our emphasis
on book, chapter, and verse preaching in bygone
years. Most heart-rending to me, is the fact that
these brethren have every intention of changing
the Lord’s church, by de-emphasizing the soulsaving Gospel of Jesus, and replacing it with an
entertainment oriented social gospel.
Brethren, gimmicks and games will not guarantee eternal glory. Neither “gospel gymnastics”
nor “ethereal entertainment” is our calling, nor
will “Sunday socials” save souls. A church may
attract thousands by the “country clubs” approach to religion, but that will not make them
the Lord’s church, no matter how big they get,
nor what the sign says out front. It is high time
for our brotherhood to come to its senses like the
prodigal son (Luke 15), and return home to the
safety of the Father’s household, and an understanding the Gospel preaching and practice is our
only calling. We plead with all Christians everywhere, to return to this ancient path (Jer. 6:16),
lest God soon give us up to our own inventions
(Rom. 1:18-32).
Copied

It Is a Fact!
Take a leafy branch from a tree. Lay it carefully aside and watch. Slowly the color fades—
the leaves go limp and brown, it curls up and
finally it is dead.
Take a fish out of the lake, lay it carefully on
the sand and watch. Frantically it twists, struggles, gradually weakens, moves its gills slower,
then finally it is dead!
Take a church member, carefully allow him to
separate himself from God in worship, fellow-

ship, prayer, and active service. Gradually his
conscience quivers as he misses the Lord’s table.
He frets at himself for missing the worship
service as other activities begin to occupy his
time. Soon he says, there are many hypocrites in
the church, the church is always asking for
money, and finally he will take a stand that opposes Christian living—he is spiritually dead!
(Gal. 6:1).
Author Unknown

but somehow God was never made as real or as
sensitive as those other things? Why?
Well, growing up is more than just getting
older and bigger. There is a maturing of the mind
(a true sense of seeking for answers to the
questions of “Where did I come from? Why am
I here? What happens to me when I die?”). When
we really grow up, there is a soberness about
life’s purpose and death’s destiny with those who
are truly mature. Young people, it is not easy to

30th Annual
Bellview Lectures

The Blight of
Liberalism
June 11-15, 2005
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wisdom, too. When you become a young adult,
your parents cannot make you do many things
they used to do. You may be happy about that,
but your parents did what they thought was best
for you (Heb. 12:9-11). There is one final thing
that your parents cannot make you do! They cannot make you go to heaven. As much as they
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do not have to go, if you do not want to go!
Romans 14:12 and 2 Corinthians 5:10 say that
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on book, chapter, and verse preaching in bygone
years. Most heart-rending to me, is the fact that
these brethren have every intention of changing
the Lord’s church, by de-emphasizing the soulsaving Gospel of Jesus, and replacing it with an
entertainment oriented social gospel.
Brethren, gimmicks and games will not guarantee eternal glory. Neither “gospel gymnastics”
nor “ethereal entertainment” is our calling, nor
will “Sunday socials” save souls. A church may
attract thousands by the “country clubs” approach to religion, but that will not make them
the Lord’s church, no matter how big they get,
nor what the sign says out front. It is high time
for our brotherhood to come to its senses like the
prodigal son (Luke 15), and return home to the
safety of the Father’s household, and an understanding the Gospel preaching and practice is our
only calling. We plead with all Christians everywhere, to return to this ancient path (Jer. 6:16),
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Take a fish out of the lake, lay it carefully on
the sand and watch. Frantically it twists, struggles, gradually weakens, moves its gills slower,
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ship, prayer, and active service. Gradually his
conscience quivers as he misses the Lord’s table.
He frets at himself for missing the worship
service as other activities begin to occupy his
time. Soon he says, there are many hypocrites in
the church, the church is always asking for
money, and finally he will take a stand that opposes Christian living—he is spiritually dead!
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Rubye Bailey, Nancy
Travis (William Weekley’s daughter), and
Anita Davis (Laura Swayne’s daughter).
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Reading/Invitation
March 2, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Bill Crowe
March 9, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 28, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Your Parents Can’t Make You Go to Heaven!
Ted J. Clarke
One of the greatest miseries of being a child
is being made to do things that a child does not
want to do. Eating vegetables, brushing teeth,
taking a bath, cleaning one’s room, going to
Aunt June’s, going to school, attending worship
and Bible study—these all rate high on the list of
things that many children and teens do not like to
do at some time or another.
As children get a little older, they often can
see the wisdom of brushing their teeth or taking
a bath, and many like going to school, even if it
is not because they see the value of a good
education. But mom and dad still make them
attend church, even after they have complained
sufficiently to be exempted from visiting Aunt
June. Why?
Some young people feel as though they have

finally broken the stranglehold parents exercise
over children, when they have removed themselves from parental power to make them “go to
church.” A number of older people have told me
that the reason they do not attend church in their
adult years is because their parents made them go
when they were children. Most of us know that
really is not the reason. The real reason is usually
twofold. One, the young person was not made to
see the need for attending worship or Bible study
as he/she was growing up, or the child simply did
not learn the lessons taught. Two, the young
person has grown and has made a decision that
he/she does not need God in his/her life. His or
her interests are simply not served by religion. In
the growing process, the wisdom of eating properly, bathing, and brushing teeth made sense,
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s
mother), Mildred Johnson (Howard
Johnson’s mother), Michael Exhavier (Ray
and Marge Williams’ great-grandson), and
Exie Holland (Ray Dodd’s aunt).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Reading/Invitation
March 9, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
March 16, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Dodd

FEBRUARY 28, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Future of the Church
Marvin L. Weir
There are many glorious truths that we can
know about the church of our Lord because
divine revelation has revealed them to us. The
church has always been a part of the eternal plan
of God. The apostle Paul records, “and to make
all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in God who
created all things; to the intent that now unto the
principalities and the powers in the heavenly
places might be made known through the church
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord: in whom we have boldness and
access in confidence through our faith in him”
(Eph. 3:9-12).
Not only has God always intended that the
Lord’s church exist, but He knew that it would be

the place where salvation is located. Salvation is
in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10), but Christ has promised
to save only His body, the church (Eph. 5:23;
1:22-23). It is therefore imperative that all men
willingly submit to the gospel “for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom.
1:16). The Bible plan of salvation is as follows:
all must hear God’s Word (Rom. 10:17), believe
(Mark 16:16), repent (Luke 13:3), confess Christ
(Rom. 10:10), and be baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). Bible baptism is a
burial (not a sprinkling) (Rom. 6:4) and is the
final submissive act that puts one into Christ
(Gal. 3:27).
One who genuinely obeys the Gospel plan of
salvation becomes a member of the kingdom—

the church, the body of Christ (Mat. 16:18-19;
Col. 1:18; Acts 2:47). But what is the future of
the Lord’s church? To a great extent, the future
of the Lord’s church is up to you and me. It is
true that the church of our Lord will always exist
in this world, but its members will determine just
how effective each local body will be. Jesus commands those who follow Him to be the salt of the
earth and the light of the world (Mat. 5:13-16).
To young Timothy the apostle Paul said, “But if
I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men
ought to behave themselves in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Children
of God are to behave differently from the world
as they live on this earth! As a member of the
body of Christ, a Christian has the obligation and
responsibility to fulfill the requirements of membership. In this sense, the future of the church
depends entirely upon the attitudes and actions of
its members.
We know well of the willingness of Christ to
give and sacrifice so that we might have eternal
life (Rom. 5:8-10). Do members today feel compelled to give and sacrifice so that the Lord’s
church might be glorified? Peter reminds the
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Christians to whom he wrote, “But ye are an
elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for God’s own possession, that ye may
show forth the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light”
(1 Pet. 2:9). It was also Peter who admonished,
“Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings, as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may
grow thereby unto salvation” (1 Pet. 2:1-2).
The future of the Lord’s church in 2005 is not
nearly as promising as it was in the 1950s. Fifty
or sixty years ago the church was growing,
members were convicted and willing to sacrifice
for the cause of Christ, and most congregations
believed the essentiality of 1 Corinthians 1:10.
They also believed the truth stated in Ephesians
4:4-7. Very few members of the church of Christ
sixty years ago believed instrumental music to be
a matter of preference or that there were
Christians in man-made Churches! What is the
future of the church as far as you are concerned?
Can the church depend on you? Will you be an
asset or a liability to the cause of Christ?
Each member of the Lord’s church needs to
ask himself the following questions:
ú If everyone attends services as I do would
the doors of the church building remain
open?
ú If everyone’s interest were as great as
mine would there even be a Gospel
Meeting? or Lectureship?
ú If everyone prepares and studies as I
prepare and study, would there be any
Bible classes taught?
ú If everyone did as I do during the song
service, would there be a sound heard?
ú If everyone’s attitude toward the authority
of the Scriptures were as mine, would the
Bible even be consulted or needed?

ú If everyone stands for truth as I do, would
truth ever prevail?
ú If everyone opposes false teaching as I do,
will false teaching ever be confronted or
stopped?

Brethren, are we interested in glorifying God
or self? Will we support preachers of truth and
mark preachers of error? The future of the Lord’s
church depends on you!
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

Forgive the Impenitent?
Andy Cates
This question has come across the minds of
many children of God. It is clearly taught in
God’s Word that we are to forgive the child of
God who repents and asks for forgiveness. In
Luke 17:3-4 our Lord said, “Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee,
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if
he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and
seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I
repent; thou shalt forgive him.”
Now, what about the sinner who does not ask
for forgiveness? Are we to forgive this person?
Consider Jesus’ words recorded in Matthew
6:14-15: “For if ye forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.” Does this
statement of our Savior include forgiving the
person who does not ask for forgiveness? The
Psalmist wrote, “If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). God will
not forgive the person who does not repent. He
will not hear the one who will not turn from, and
confess his sin. Can the Christian do that which
God cannot do, that is forgive one who will not
repent? If the sinner repents and confesses that he
has sinned, God will hear (Luke 15:17-24). “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). In individual matters, in which you try to work out the difference,
if the brother does not repent, “let him be unto

thee as an heathen man and a publican” (Mat.
18:17).
This does not mean that one can carry a
grudge and have a mean spirit. Those who are
faithful as children of God possess a spirit that
wants to forgive. They desire for the one who has
offended them to ask for forgiveness (Luke 17:34). And what is true forgiveness? “And their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb.
10:17).
A sad day is coming if we have not forgiven
the penitent child of God who has offended us.
Look back at Matthew 6:15. Will God have
mercy on us? “Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy” (Mat. 5:7; cf. 2 Cor. 2:5-11).
A sad day is also coming for the child of God
who has been publicly unfaithful to the Lord, has
brought reproach upon the church, and has not
publicly confessed having sinned. His public
confession would show his repentance, thus
letting others know to pray for his forgiveness.
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one
for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(Jam. 5:16). If one does not publicly confess,
how do we know to pray for him that he may be
healed, forgiven? The child of God should be
very careful to “Give none offence...to the church
of God” (1 Cor. 10:32). A violation of this command requires penitence on the part of the sinner.
via “The Evangel”

the church, the body of Christ (Mat. 16:18-19;
Col. 1:18; Acts 2:47). But what is the future of
the Lord’s church? To a great extent, the future
of the Lord’s church is up to you and me. It is
true that the church of our Lord will always exist
in this world, but its members will determine just
how effective each local body will be. Jesus commands those who follow Him to be the salt of the
earth and the light of the world (Mat. 5:13-16).
To young Timothy the apostle Paul said, “But if
I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men
ought to behave themselves in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Children
of God are to behave differently from the world
as they live on this earth! As a member of the
body of Christ, a Christian has the obligation and
responsibility to fulfill the requirements of membership. In this sense, the future of the church
depends entirely upon the attitudes and actions of
its members.
We know well of the willingness of Christ to
give and sacrifice so that we might have eternal
life (Rom. 5:8-10). Do members today feel compelled to give and sacrifice so that the Lord’s
church might be glorified? Peter reminds the
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Christians to whom he wrote, “But ye are an
elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for God’s own possession, that ye may
show forth the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light”
(1 Pet. 2:9). It was also Peter who admonished,
“Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings, as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may
grow thereby unto salvation” (1 Pet. 2:1-2).
The future of the Lord’s church in 2005 is not
nearly as promising as it was in the 1950s. Fifty
or sixty years ago the church was growing,
members were convicted and willing to sacrifice
for the cause of Christ, and most congregations
believed the essentiality of 1 Corinthians 1:10.
They also believed the truth stated in Ephesians
4:4-7. Very few members of the church of Christ
sixty years ago believed instrumental music to be
a matter of preference or that there were
Christians in man-made Churches! What is the
future of the church as far as you are concerned?
Can the church depend on you? Will you be an
asset or a liability to the cause of Christ?
Each member of the Lord’s church needs to
ask himself the following questions:
ú If everyone attends services as I do would
the doors of the church building remain
open?
ú If everyone’s interest were as great as
mine would there even be a Gospel
Meeting? or Lectureship?
ú If everyone prepares and studies as I
prepare and study, would there be any
Bible classes taught?
ú If everyone did as I do during the song
service, would there be a sound heard?
ú If everyone’s attitude toward the authority
of the Scriptures were as mine, would the
Bible even be consulted or needed?

ú If everyone stands for truth as I do, would
truth ever prevail?
ú If everyone opposes false teaching as I do,
will false teaching ever be confronted or
stopped?

Brethren, are we interested in glorifying God
or self? Will we support preachers of truth and
mark preachers of error? The future of the Lord’s
church depends on you!
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

Forgive the Impenitent?
Andy Cates
This question has come across the minds of
many children of God. It is clearly taught in
God’s Word that we are to forgive the child of
God who repents and asks for forgiveness. In
Luke 17:3-4 our Lord said, “Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee,
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if
he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and
seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I
repent; thou shalt forgive him.”
Now, what about the sinner who does not ask
for forgiveness? Are we to forgive this person?
Consider Jesus’ words recorded in Matthew
6:14-15: “For if ye forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.” Does this
statement of our Savior include forgiving the
person who does not ask for forgiveness? The
Psalmist wrote, “If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). God will
not forgive the person who does not repent. He
will not hear the one who will not turn from, and
confess his sin. Can the Christian do that which
God cannot do, that is forgive one who will not
repent? If the sinner repents and confesses that he
has sinned, God will hear (Luke 15:17-24). “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). In individual matters, in which you try to work out the difference,
if the brother does not repent, “let him be unto

thee as an heathen man and a publican” (Mat.
18:17).
This does not mean that one can carry a
grudge and have a mean spirit. Those who are
faithful as children of God possess a spirit that
wants to forgive. They desire for the one who has
offended them to ask for forgiveness (Luke 17:34). And what is true forgiveness? “And their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb.
10:17).
A sad day is coming if we have not forgiven
the penitent child of God who has offended us.
Look back at Matthew 6:15. Will God have
mercy on us? “Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy” (Mat. 5:7; cf. 2 Cor. 2:5-11).
A sad day is also coming for the child of God
who has been publicly unfaithful to the Lord, has
brought reproach upon the church, and has not
publicly confessed having sinned. His public
confession would show his repentance, thus
letting others know to pray for his forgiveness.
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one
for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(Jam. 5:16). If one does not publicly confess,
how do we know to pray for him that he may be
healed, forgiven? The child of God should be
very careful to “Give none offence...to the church
of God” (1 Cor. 10:32). A violation of this command requires penitence on the part of the sinner.
via “The Evangel”
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s
mother), Mildred Johnson (Howard
Johnson’s mother), Michael Exhavier (Ray
and Marge Williams’ great-grandson), and
Exie Holland (Ray Dodd’s aunt).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Reading/Invitation
March 9, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
March 16, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Dodd

FEBRUARY 28, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Future of the Church
Marvin L. Weir
There are many glorious truths that we can
know about the church of our Lord because
divine revelation has revealed them to us. The
church has always been a part of the eternal plan
of God. The apostle Paul records, “and to make
all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in God who
created all things; to the intent that now unto the
principalities and the powers in the heavenly
places might be made known through the church
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord: in whom we have boldness and
access in confidence through our faith in him”
(Eph. 3:9-12).
Not only has God always intended that the
Lord’s church exist, but He knew that it would be

the place where salvation is located. Salvation is
in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10), but Christ has promised
to save only His body, the church (Eph. 5:23;
1:22-23). It is therefore imperative that all men
willingly submit to the gospel “for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom.
1:16). The Bible plan of salvation is as follows:
all must hear God’s Word (Rom. 10:17), believe
(Mark 16:16), repent (Luke 13:3), confess Christ
(Rom. 10:10), and be baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). Bible baptism is a
burial (not a sprinkling) (Rom. 6:4) and is the
final submissive act that puts one into Christ
(Gal. 3:27).
One who genuinely obeys the Gospel plan of
salvation becomes a member of the kingdom—
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Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
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March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Howard Johnson in the death of his
mother, Mildred, on March 1, 2005. Please
keep Howard and his family in your
prayers.

MARCH 7, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

2005 Bellview Lectures
The 2005 Bellview Lectures will be on the
theme: The Blight of Liberalism. Liberalism has
been and is a major problem not only in our
society but also in the Lord’s church. Years ago
anti-ism split the church carrying off many into
its ways (it is just as wrong to bind what God has
not bound, which is anti-ism, as it is to loose
what God has bound which is liberalism). While
anti-ism is a problem, it did not have the devastating effects of the liberalism which split the
church before that. Now we are facing another
round of liberalism and unless we know how to
recognize and defend the Truth against this insidious evil, we are in danger of being swept
away with it.
Thus, I believe this is one of the most important lectureships of our day. It is my opinion
that this is one lectureship you need to try and
attend if at all possible. We begin the lectureship

on Saturday, June 11 and will continue through
Wednesday, June 15. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. Because of Hurricane Ivan hitting this area last September,
several motels remain closed due to extensive
damage. If you cannot make it to Pensacola to
personally attend the lectures, then you may view
them on Online Academy of Biblical Studies
web site: www.oabs.org.
We are also, as in years past, producing a
book of the lectureship. The book will have more
chapters in it than what we can cover in the
lectureship itself. Right now there are plans for
the book to contain 39 chapters. Consider the
chapters in the book:
The Attitude of Liberalism
The Origin of Liberalism
Liberalism’s View of God

Liberalism and Christ
Liberalism and the Spirit
Liberalism and Calvinism
Liberalism’s Effect on Bible Translations
Liberalism’s Effect on the Mission of the Church
Liberalism and the Work of the Church
Liberalism and Church Growth
Liberalism and the Origin of the World
Liberalism’s View of the Church
Liberalism and the Uniqueness of the Church
Liberalism and Worship
Liberalism and Singing
Liberalism and Preaching
Liberalism’s View of Salvation
Liberalism and Baptism
Liberalism And The Eldership
Liberalism and Fellowship
Liberalism and the Home
Liberalism’s Support of Homosexuality
Liberalism and Morality
Liberalism and the Role of Women

Liberalism’s View of Law and Love
Liberalism’s Ethic
“Moderates” Pave the Way for Liberalism
Stemming the Tide of Liberalism
The State of the Church Today
Liberalism in the Courts
The Covert Nature of Liberalism
Liberalism’s Effect on the Organization of the
Church
Liberalism’s Elitism
Liberalism and “Christian” Schools and “Bible
Chairs”
Liberalism in Politics
Liberalism and Public Education
Liberal Publications and Workshops
Liberalism in the Media
How to Recognize a Liberal Congregation
If you want to make sure you get a copy of
the book reserve it now by sending your order to
Bellview Church of Christ (plus by ordering now
you will get the pre-publication price).

those around us (whispering and note passing).
7. Worship is not a time to go back and forth
to the water fountain and rest rooms. Most of us
can take care of this before services begin.
8. Worship is not just a time to give of our
means and take the Lord’s Supper. It is the time
that we do those things, but we also are to sing,
pray, and hear the Word of God taught.
Worship is:
1. A time to praise the living God.
2. A time to remember the love of Christ as
He died for us.
3. A time of encouragement, uplifting, and
exhortation.
4. A time for Christian fellowship.

5. A time to leave behind the cares of the
world.
6. A time to focus on bowing before God.
7. A time commanded to be set aside for
proper worship (John 4:23-24).
8. A time for things to be done decently and
in order.
Additionally the nursery is not a place to go
and shut out the worship service. It is the place
set aside for mothers to train and take care of
their little ones. Even in the nursery there is to be
respect for worship.
Adapted from an article by Garry Stanton
1036 Inwood Drive; Hurst, TX 76053

Can You Please Explain the Process of
“Election” in the Bible?
David Smith

What Is Worship?
Toney L. Smith
Some years ago a friend of mine was visiting
a congregation in the western part of our nation.
His observance of the disruptions in worship is
something to think about.
He watched as the younger people were
allowed to play games as the worship service was
going on. Many times the older ones were the
ones who were encouraging the games played by
the children. Not only did these people not get
anything out of worship, but they disturbed
everyone else who was sitting around them.
This just goes to show that many do not know
the purpose, not do they understand what worship is. If they did they surely would not disturb
the worship assembly, and would act more
worshipful.

For us to answer the question, “What is Worship?” we must first understand what it is not.
1. Worship is not a time for fun and games.
Children should be trained at an early age to
respect worship. They are never too young to be
trained.
2. Worship is not a time to manicure our
fingernails.
3. Worship is not a time to catch up on our
sleep.
4. Worship is not a time to balance our check
books.
5. Worship is not a time to allow our children
to run wild. Someone could be hurt by someone
running into them.
6. Worship is not a time to communicate with

To begin, there are three terms of unique
importance—which must be properly defined
and properly applied. “Elect” (or “election”) is
the first of the terms. The Greek term eklektos is
a compound term, from ek (“out”) and from lego
(“call”). Hence the basic definition inheres a
people who are “called out,” as in Titus 1:1 and
1 Peter 1:1, 2:9. The second term is “predestinate” (or “predestination”). Defined properly, it
simply means “to decide beforehand” or “to appoint beforehand,” as in Romans 8:28 or 1 Corinthians 1:24. Third, “called” must be considered
as well. Noted lexicographer, Joseph Thayer
states, “to invite one...to something, i.e., to
participate in it or enjoy it; used thus in the Epp.
of Paul and Peter of God as inviting men by the
preaching of the Gospel...to the blessings of the
heavenly kingdom” (p. 321). Both the Old and
New Testaments are replete with mentions of
“election.” And when the sum of these verses is

considered, “election” denotes the possibility of
all men to be saved people, but effective only to
those who accept the invitation and obey the
conditions supplied by God through His Word.
Perhaps the following summary will help.
(1) Election is according to the foreknowledge of
God, as per 1 Peter 1:2. (2) But, Matthew 7:1314 clearly indicates that some will be lost. John’s
writing is clear that if men are lost it will be no
one’s fault but their own (Rev. 20:12). (3) Yet,
God wants all men to be saved (2 Tim. 2:4).
(4) The only conclusion then is that the only part
of election decided by God is that set of
conditions which, when obeyed by man, makes
that obedient person part of God’s elect (2 The.
2:14). Again, the invitation to become part of
God’s elect is universal, but only those who obey
are the elect. This is election in the Bible.
Via “Calhoun Times” Mar 3, 2004
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Howard Johnson in the death of his
mother, Mildred, on March 1, 2005. Please
keep Howard and his family in your
prayers.

MARCH 7, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

2005 Bellview Lectures
The 2005 Bellview Lectures will be on the
theme: The Blight of Liberalism. Liberalism has
been and is a major problem not only in our
society but also in the Lord’s church. Years ago
anti-ism split the church carrying off many into
its ways (it is just as wrong to bind what God has
not bound, which is anti-ism, as it is to loose
what God has bound which is liberalism). While
anti-ism is a problem, it did not have the devastating effects of the liberalism which split the
church before that. Now we are facing another
round of liberalism and unless we know how to
recognize and defend the Truth against this insidious evil, we are in danger of being swept
away with it.
Thus, I believe this is one of the most important lectureships of our day. It is my opinion
that this is one lectureship you need to try and
attend if at all possible. We begin the lectureship

on Saturday, June 11 and will continue through
Wednesday, June 15. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. Because of Hurricane Ivan hitting this area last September,
several motels remain closed due to extensive
damage. If you cannot make it to Pensacola to
personally attend the lectures, then you may view
them on Online Academy of Biblical Studies
web site: www.oabs.org.
We are also, as in years past, producing a
book of the lectureship. The book will have more
chapters in it than what we can cover in the
lectureship itself. Right now there are plans for
the book to contain 39 chapters. Consider the
chapters in the book:
The Attitude of Liberalism
The Origin of Liberalism
Liberalism’s View of God

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
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and Tim Lamb.
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Reading/Invitation
March 16, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Dodd
March 23, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
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WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.
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MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
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Richard Parker
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The Influence of Only One
Flavil Nichols
During the War Between the States, a young
woman learned the truth and obeyed the Gospel.
Her sweetheart, J. H. Halbrook, was a Confederate soldier. He was captured by the Union
Army and kept a prisoner in Michigan until the
war was over. He was given a ticket to Nashville
and $2.50, and from there he returned to Centerville and found what was left of his home and
family. He was reunited with his girlfriend, and
they were married.
Mr. Halbrook’s new wife studied the Bible
with him, and he soon became a Christian. He
thought the truth was so good and so simple that
he began to teach and baptize many of his friends
and neighbors. Then he began to preach, but he
recognized his need for more training, so he enrolled in Mars Hill Bible School and was taught

and trained by T. B. Larimore.
Upon completing his studies at Mars Hill, Mr.
Halbrook and his wife chose to move farther
south rather than going back to Tennessee, and
they went into the counties of Walker, Marion,
Fayette, and Lamar counties in Alabama. Of his
many converts were Charley Alexander Wheeler
and his wife. Mr. Wheeler, after obeying the
Gospel, soon began preaching to others. He
started more than 100 congregations, and he
baptized more than 6,000 people.
But wait—the story does not end here! One of
those 6,000 baptisms was my father, the late Gus
Nichols, and under my father’s preaching 12,000
people were baptized!
And how many of those 12,000 began to
preach “the glorious Gospel of Christ”? No one

can know the exact number, but I personally
know several who did. I am one whom he baptized and whom he encouraged to preach the
Gospel. And under my preaching about 3,000
have been baptized. Among that number a few
have gone on to preach the Gospel.
Only eternity will reveal the total results of
the conversion of that one girl during the War
Between the States nearly 150 years ago. But at
least 21,000 people have already become
Christians through this single thread in the fabric
of her influence.

“Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37), for
you are important too! Dear reader, if you go to
heaven, others probably will be saved because of
you! “For what knowest thou, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest
thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?”
(1 Cor. 7:16).
“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Mat. 5:16). Only one
can be very influential.
100 13th Street NE; Jasper, AL 35504

and just as quickly dismiss potential converts
(Mat. 9:12).
3. Speaking to people about possibly the most
controversial topic in existence takes every effort
in our being. It is not easy, but it is doable (Acts
14:22).
4. Finally, we have to be ready (1 Pet. 3:1516). We cannot possibly converse intelligently if
we do not study God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15; 3:1617).

If for no other reason, we should be warning
our friends because someday they will look at us
through sad eyes, destined for an eternity in perdition, and ask “Why?”
You never mentioned Him to me,
You helped me not the light to see;
You met me day by day and knew I was
astray,
Yet never mentioned Him to me.
Copied

After Baptism? Then What?
Giving a Warning
Jeff Sweeten
And it came to pass at the end of seven
days, that the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee
a watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and
give them warning from me. When I say
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die;
and thou givest him not warning, nor
speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but
his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet
if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a
righteous man doth turn from his
righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I
lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall
die: because thou hast not given him
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he hath done shall not
be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou

warn the righteous man, that the righteous
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely
live, because he is warned; also thou hast
delivered thy soul (Eze. 3:16-21).
We try to get along, we try to go slow, we try
to take it easy. But, somewhere along the line, we
have to draw a line. Too many of us are willing
to just “get along” at the expense of someone’s
eternity, and while the consequences are not
immediate (part of what make silence easy),
someday there will be a reckoning. The critical,
and possibly embarrassing question will be: “Did
you give a warning?”
The best policy might be Paul’s “I am debtor
both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to
the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me
is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are
at Rome also” (Rom. 1:14-15). There is, in this
statement, a recognition that:
1. We owe others the opportunity to be saved.
It is an obligation to which we should joyfully
give our fullest attentions (Mark 16:15-16).
2. Opportunities do not know prejudice. We
are quick to judge by appearances (John 7:24)

Carl G. Hecker
A sincere, penitent, baptized believer is a
Christian. A Christian is a sincere, penitent, baptized believer. It is a beginning of a new life not
the continuing of the old. That is why the apostle
referred to it as a new man having put off the old
man (Col. 3:8-9). That is why Jesus called it a
new birth (John 3:3-15). The obedient believer
enjoys a new relationship to the Father. He is a
child of God spiritually. He has entered a state in
which he is and can continue to be righteous,
forgiven of every sin (1 John 1:7). After baptism
all things are new. But how are they new?
The apostle Paul spoke of denying ungodliness and worldly lust (Tit. 2:11). These are
general terms but have a very specific meaning.
He spoke of blasphemy, iniquity, purloining, as
opposed by purity, soberness, godliness (Tit. 2:913). These are all general concepts that have specific meanings and are very clear in their intent.
The Holy Spirit in other places uses the
New Testament writers to make the specific
meanings of these words come out with great
simplicity and vividness. We will attempt to apply these meanings to the sincere believer today.
Our American society in 2005 is not nearly as
friendly to these spiritual goals as it was nearly

sixty years ago when we first began to preach the
Gospel. Our time is short. We must be plain even
to the point of being blunt.
The baptized believer today must understand what appears to be obvious to older
Christians. The godly man does not behave in an
ungodly manner. The person that does ungodly
things is not a godly person. The same is true of
other words used by the Holy Spirit to describe
the character of this new creature in Christ. Thus,
we have positive and the corresponding negative
traits. The do’s and the don’ts if you please!
The Christian is holy, pious, reverent, godly,
kind, considerate, devoted, and pure in mind and
body. The opposites of these are the things that
the Christian strives to put off as the old man.
His former life must change. A person trying to
do this is a powerful example. A person who
claims to be a Christian and is not striving to
acquire these characteristics is a hindrance and a
discouragement to all. No Christian is perfect in
his efforts to be what he wants to be. Some are
more successful than others. This attitude, plus
an obvious effort, are the marks of the sincere
child of God.
Copied
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have been baptized. Among that number a few
have gone on to preach the Gospel.
Only eternity will reveal the total results of
the conversion of that one girl during the War
Between the States nearly 150 years ago. But at
least 21,000 people have already become
Christians through this single thread in the fabric
of her influence.

“Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37), for
you are important too! Dear reader, if you go to
heaven, others probably will be saved because of
you! “For what knowest thou, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest
thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?”
(1 Cor. 7:16).
“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Mat. 5:16). Only one
can be very influential.
100 13th Street NE; Jasper, AL 35504

and just as quickly dismiss potential converts
(Mat. 9:12).
3. Speaking to people about possibly the most
controversial topic in existence takes every effort
in our being. It is not easy, but it is doable (Acts
14:22).
4. Finally, we have to be ready (1 Pet. 3:1516). We cannot possibly converse intelligently if
we do not study God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15; 3:1617).

If for no other reason, we should be warning
our friends because someday they will look at us
through sad eyes, destined for an eternity in perdition, and ask “Why?”
You never mentioned Him to me,
You helped me not the light to see;
You met me day by day and knew I was
astray,
Yet never mentioned Him to me.
Copied

After Baptism? Then What?
Giving a Warning
Jeff Sweeten
And it came to pass at the end of seven
days, that the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee
a watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and
give them warning from me. When I say
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die;
and thou givest him not warning, nor
speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but
his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet
if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a
righteous man doth turn from his
righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I
lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall
die: because thou hast not given him
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he hath done shall not
be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou

warn the righteous man, that the righteous
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have to draw a line. Too many of us are willing
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New Testament writers to make the specific
meanings of these words come out with great
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to the point of being blunt.
The baptized believer today must understand what appears to be obvious to older
Christians. The godly man does not behave in an
ungodly manner. The person that does ungodly
things is not a godly person. The same is true of
other words used by the Holy Spirit to describe
the character of this new creature in Christ. Thus,
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kind, considerate, devoted, and pure in mind and
body. The opposites of these are the things that
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s
mother), Exie Holland (Ray Dodd’s aunt),
and Tim Lamb.
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Reading/Invitation
March 16, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Ray Dodd
March 23, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
March 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Influence of Only One
Flavil Nichols
During the War Between the States, a young
woman learned the truth and obeyed the Gospel.
Her sweetheart, J. H. Halbrook, was a Confederate soldier. He was captured by the Union
Army and kept a prisoner in Michigan until the
war was over. He was given a ticket to Nashville
and $2.50, and from there he returned to Centerville and found what was left of his home and
family. He was reunited with his girlfriend, and
they were married.
Mr. Halbrook’s new wife studied the Bible
with him, and he soon became a Christian. He
thought the truth was so good and so simple that
he began to teach and baptize many of his friends
and neighbors. Then he began to preach, but he
recognized his need for more training, so he enrolled in Mars Hill Bible School and was taught

and trained by T. B. Larimore.
Upon completing his studies at Mars Hill, Mr.
Halbrook and his wife chose to move farther
south rather than going back to Tennessee, and
they went into the counties of Walker, Marion,
Fayette, and Lamar counties in Alabama. Of his
many converts were Charley Alexander Wheeler
and his wife. Mr. Wheeler, after obeying the
Gospel, soon began preaching to others. He
started more than 100 congregations, and he
baptized more than 6,000 people.
But wait—the story does not end here! One of
those 6,000 baptisms was my father, the late Gus
Nichols, and under my father’s preaching 12,000
people were baptized!
And how many of those 12,000 began to
preach “the glorious Gospel of Christ”? No one
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Iris Gallaher, Bill Crowe,
Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother), Exie
Holland (Ray Dodd’s aunt), and Tim
Lamb.
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Marian Word was restored to Christ on
March 13. Please keep Marian in your
prayers.
MEETING TIMES

Rubye Bailey is proud to announce the
birth of her great-granddaughter, Mary
Kathryn Ayers, on March 17, to Mary and
Richie Ayers. She weighed 8 lbs 4 oz and
was 21 inches long. Our congratulations is
extended to everyone.

Reading/Invitation
March 23, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee
March 30, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
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Restored

New Arrival

MARCH 21, 2005

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Influential Power
Keith Mosher
“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are
the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and
put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven” (Mat. 5:13-16).
We live in a busy world, but as we hurry by
one another, we are still influencing those with
whom we have to do. “For none of us liveth to
himself, and no man dieth to himself” (Rom.
14:7). No matter who we are or where we live,
we are either dragging someone down or build-

ing him up to a higher and better life. We cannot
prevent our influence on others. This would be
like trying to prevent the sun from casting a
shadow! Many want to believe that what they do
is their own business, and others will just have to
accept them for what they are. This attitude is unChristian and further it is sinful!
Paul wrote, “Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification” (Rom.
15:2). We are prone to talk about and to think
about and to do those things in life we are most
interested in. Our neighbor will soon learn
whether or not we are truly interested in Christ or
the world by our talk and actions. We can
influence him to think and act along the same
pure lines, or we can help him to sink further
downward.

Godly mothers and fathers wield an awesome
influential power over children. Children catch
on quickly to deceit, and this is the leading cause
of them leaving the church that is prevalent
among young people. Parents say the Bible is
true, the church is urgent; but then live such
unclean lives that all is pretense and sham.
Young girls who dress immodestly often will
have mothers and fathers “who see nothing
wrong with it.” Others expose themselves on
beaches, in shorts at the supermarket; and then
cry over the sexual perversion in this country!
Many parents grow weary of the constant battle
over dress, hair length, and the activities of the
young. May I suggest that the fight is worthwhile, and that we should keep on? Eli failed to
constrain (to restrict, to hold back as if by
force—Webster) his sons and God condemned
him for it.

Many parents who would not allow their
children to dance or drink or smoke (for religious
reasons) participate in these very things
themselves. This is in direct violation of the Holy
Scriptures (Eph. 6:4) and will not go unrewarded.
In my judgment, the apathy toward God’s Word
is slowly but surely destroying great numbers of
souls. Heaven is not a matter of chance, it is a
matter of choice (Jos. 24:15). If we are not
interested in heaven, those around us will not be
either. Can we expect our neighbor to want to go
there, when we are not even interested in
worshiping God, studying, and praying here?
And what of our children, will they be influenced
for God or the devil?
I beg you, as I write this, to attach great importance to pure lives and holy thoughts. We are
never aware of who is watching.
4688 DeSoto Road; Walls, MS 38680

2005 Bellview Lectures
The 2005 Bellview Lectures will be on the
theme: The Blight of Liberalism. Liberalism has
been and is a major problem not only in our
society but also in the Lord’s church. Years ago
anti-ism split the church carrying off many into
its ways (it is just as wrong to bind what God has
not bound, which is anti-ism, as it is to loose
what God has bound which is liberalism). While
anti-ism is a problem, it did not have the devastating effects of the liberalism which split the
church before that. Now we are facing another
round of liberalism and unless we know how to
recognize and defend the Truth against this
insidious evil, we are in danger of being swept
away with it.
Thus, I believe this is one of the most important lectureships of our day. It is my opinion
that this is one lectureship you need to try and
attend if at all possible. We begin the lectureship
on Saturday, June 11 and will continue through

Wednesday, June 15. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. The Comfort Inn
(8690 Pine Forest Road) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $65.95—1 to 2
people per room. Their phone number is 850476-8989. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations.
Because of Hurricane Ivan hitting this area last
September, several motels remain closed due to
extensive damage. If you cannot make it to
Pensacola to personally attend the lectures, then
you may view them on Online Academy of
Biblical Studies web site: www.oabs.orb.
We are also, as in years past, producing a
book of the lectureship. The book will have more
chapters in it than what we can cover in the
lectureship itself. Consider the chapters in the
book:

The Attitude of Liberalism—Keith Mosher
The Origin of Liberalism—David Brown
Liberalism’s View of God—Wayne Jones
Liberalism and Christ—David Jones
Liberalism and the Spirit—Kent Bailey
Liberalism and Calvinism—Daniel Denham
Liberalism’s Effect on Bible Translations—Jerry
Murrell
Liberalism’s Effect on the Mission of the
Church—Terry York
Liberalism and the Work of the Church—Gary
Grizzell
Liberalism and Church Growth—Loy Hardesty
Liberalism and the Origin of the World—Steve
Yeatts
Liberalism’s View of the Church—Jerry Brewer
Liberalism and the Uniqueness of the Church—
Michael Shepherd
Liberalism and Worship—Bobby Liddell
Liberalism and Singing—Charles Orr
Liberalism and Preaching—Eddy Craft
Liberalism’s View of Salvation—Harrell
Davidson
Liberalism and Baptism—Guss Eoff
Liberalism And The Eldership—Wesley Simons
Liberalism and Fellowship—Lynn Parker

April 3, 2005
Dinner on the Grounds
and Singing
After the morning service
in the general purpose
building.

Liberalism and the Home—Brad Brewer
Liberalism’s Support of Homosexuality—Paul
Vaughn
Liberalism and Morality—David Smith
Liberalism and the Role of Women—Clifford
Newell
Liberalism’s View of Law and Love—Preston
Silcox
Liberalism’s Ethic—Tom Moore
“Moderates” Pave the Way for Liberalism—
Marvin Weir
Stemming the Tide of Liberalism—Rick Popejoy
The State of the Church Today—Ronnie Hayes
Liberalism in the Courts—Ken Ratcliff
The Covert Nature of Liberalism—Michael Light
Liberalism’s Effect on the Organization of the
Church—Larry Powers
Reaction to Liberalism—Anti-ism—Brian
Kenyon
Liberalism’s Elitism—Wayne Coats
Liberalism and “Christian” Schools and “Bible
Chairs”—John West
Liberalism in Politics—Mark McWhorter
Liberalism and Public Education—Gary
Summers
Liberal Publications and Workshops—Mark
Mosther
Liberalism in the Media—Tom Wacaster
How to Recognize a Liberal Congregation—Lee
Davis
If you want to make sure you get a copy of
the book reserve it now by sending your order to
Bellview Church of Christ (plus by ordering now
you will get the pre-publication price).
The pre-publication price of the lectureship
book is $11 (plus $2.25 postage/handling) prior
to June 30, 2005, or afterwards at the regular
price of $12 (plus postage). It will contain 40
chapters and approximately 575 pages. Everyone
will want to purchase a personal copy and
perhaps additional copies for gifts.
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influential power over children. Children catch
on quickly to deceit, and this is the leading cause
of them leaving the church that is prevalent
among young people. Parents say the Bible is
true, the church is urgent; but then live such
unclean lives that all is pretense and sham.
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have mothers and fathers “who see nothing
wrong with it.” Others expose themselves on
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Many parents who would not allow their
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either. Can we expect our neighbor to want to go
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lectureship itself. Consider the chapters in the
book:

The Attitude of Liberalism—Keith Mosher
The Origin of Liberalism—David Brown
Liberalism’s View of God—Wayne Jones
Liberalism and Christ—David Jones
Liberalism and the Spirit—Kent Bailey
Liberalism and Calvinism—Daniel Denham
Liberalism’s Effect on Bible Translations—Jerry
Murrell
Liberalism’s Effect on the Mission of the
Church—Terry York
Liberalism and the Work of the Church—Gary
Grizzell
Liberalism and Church Growth—Loy Hardesty
Liberalism and the Origin of the World—Steve
Yeatts
Liberalism’s View of the Church—Jerry Brewer
Liberalism and the Uniqueness of the Church—
Michael Shepherd
Liberalism and Worship—Bobby Liddell
Liberalism and Singing—Charles Orr
Liberalism and Preaching—Eddy Craft
Liberalism’s View of Salvation—Harrell
Davidson
Liberalism and Baptism—Guss Eoff
Liberalism And The Eldership—Wesley Simons
Liberalism and Fellowship—Lynn Parker

April 3, 2005
Dinner on the Grounds
and Singing
After the morning service
in the general purpose
building.

Liberalism and the Home—Brad Brewer
Liberalism’s Support of Homosexuality—Paul
Vaughn
Liberalism and Morality—David Smith
Liberalism and the Role of Women—Clifford
Newell
Liberalism’s View of Law and Love—Preston
Silcox
Liberalism’s Ethic—Tom Moore
“Moderates” Pave the Way for Liberalism—
Marvin Weir
Stemming the Tide of Liberalism—Rick Popejoy
The State of the Church Today—Ronnie Hayes
Liberalism in the Courts—Ken Ratcliff
The Covert Nature of Liberalism—Michael Light
Liberalism’s Effect on the Organization of the
Church—Larry Powers
Reaction to Liberalism—Anti-ism—Brian
Kenyon
Liberalism’s Elitism—Wayne Coats
Liberalism and “Christian” Schools and “Bible
Chairs”—John West
Liberalism in Politics—Mark McWhorter
Liberalism and Public Education—Gary
Summers
Liberal Publications and Workshops—Mark
Mosther
Liberalism in the Media—Tom Wacaster
How to Recognize a Liberal Congregation—Lee
Davis
If you want to make sure you get a copy of
the book reserve it now by sending your order to
Bellview Church of Christ (plus by ordering now
you will get the pre-publication price).
The pre-publication price of the lectureship
book is $11 (plus $2.25 postage/handling) prior
to June 30, 2005, or afterwards at the regular
price of $12 (plus postage). It will contain 40
chapters and approximately 575 pages. Everyone
will want to purchase a personal copy and
perhaps additional copies for gifts.
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Iris Gallaher, Bill Crowe,
Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother), Exie
Holland (Ray Dodd’s aunt), and Tim
Lamb.
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Marian Word was restored to Christ on
March 13. Please keep Marian in your
prayers.
MEETING TIMES

Rubye Bailey is proud to announce the
birth of her great-granddaughter, Mary
Kathryn Ayers, on March 17, to Mary and
Richie Ayers. She weighed 8 lbs 4 oz and
was 21 inches long. Our congratulations is
extended to everyone.

Reading/Invitation
March 23, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Foshee
March 30, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
March 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
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Restored

New Arrival

MARCH 21, 2005

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Influential Power
Keith Mosher
“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are
the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and
put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven” (Mat. 5:13-16).
We live in a busy world, but as we hurry by
one another, we are still influencing those with
whom we have to do. “For none of us liveth to
himself, and no man dieth to himself” (Rom.
14:7). No matter who we are or where we live,
we are either dragging someone down or build-

ing him up to a higher and better life. We cannot
prevent our influence on others. This would be
like trying to prevent the sun from casting a
shadow! Many want to believe that what they do
is their own business, and others will just have to
accept them for what they are. This attitude is unChristian and further it is sinful!
Paul wrote, “Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification” (Rom.
15:2). We are prone to talk about and to think
about and to do those things in life we are most
interested in. Our neighbor will soon learn
whether or not we are truly interested in Christ or
the world by our talk and actions. We can
influence him to think and act along the same
pure lines, or we can help him to sink further
downward.
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Iris Gallaher, and R.D. Gallaher (Bill
Gallaher’s brother).
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Reading/Invitation
April 6, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
April 13, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
M a y 1 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 1
assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

Daylight Saving Time Begins
Daylight saving times
begins on April 3. Set your
clocks ahead one hour on
Saturday evening.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Oh for the Faith of Jonah
If folks had a biblical person who they desired
to be likened to, the man Jonah probably would
not top that list. Yet, as members of the church of
Christ, we should note that Jonah’s problem of
refusing to carry out God’s will is oftentimes our
shortcoming as well. For example, Jonah was
told to go preach to a foreign people (Assyrians),
yet we so very often fail to carry out God’s
instructions.
Ironically, the reason that we fail to teach as
we should is for the opposite reason that Jonah
failed to teach the Ninevites. Jonah’s reason for
hoppsing the first ship to Tarshish was in way
connected to the church’s reason for failure to
adequately evangelize.
For example, Jonah did not flee from God’s
presence due to a lack of confidence in the power
of God’s Word. Quite the contrary, he knew that

if the Ninevites heard God’s Word they would
repent and be saved by God (Jon. 4:2) Like the
apostle Paul, Jonah recognized that God’s Word
was his power unto deliverance (Rom. 1:16). He
also knew that the Word of the Lord would not
return to God void (Isa. 55:11).
Jonah did not flee from God’s presence due to
a lack of courage. In fact, such backbone had
Jonah that when the great storm from God came
upon the ship that was carrying him away from
Nineveh, he said, “Take me up, and cast me forth
into the sea” (Jon. 1:12). These are not the words
of a coward! Also, Jonah did not lack confidence
in the power of God’s Word. These were not the
reasons that caused him not to want to preach to
them.
The reason that Jonah initially refused to
preach to Nineveh was prejudice. The Assyrians

were a savage, militant people much like the
American Indian of the 1700-1800s, and like the
Indian of our recent history, they were much
disliked. Jonah did not lack courage to go to
Nineveh, he merely did not want to preach to the
lost souls there.
How paradoxical then that we so often do as
Jonah initially did, and fail to fulfill God’s instructions in the area of evangelism. Our problem
is not prejudice, for most members of the church
truly want all souls to be saved. Our problem is
a lack of courage (2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10) that is

caused by a lack of confidence in the power of
God’s Word (Acts 20:32; 2 Tim. 3:15; Jam. 1:22;
Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 2:25).
Brethren, with the desire that most Christians
have for all souls to be saved, imagine what we
could do if we had Jonah’s confidence in the
power of God’s Word and his courage to act
when necessary. Why, brethren, we would again
be accused of turning the world upside down!!!
Oh for the faith of Jonah!!
Author Unknown

The Great Commission
Douglas Hoff
A new Christian wanted to preach so he decided to attend a preacher training school. This
meant giving up his sales job so he could devote
himself to his studies. Shortly after classes began
one of the instructors asked the man if he knew
what the great commission is. He responded by
saying that he thought twenty percent would be
a great commission.
Though we can laugh at this aspiring
preacher’s ignorance, some church members’
attitude toward “the great commission” is a joke.
If it were not a serious matter, perhaps we could
laugh at the attitude some Christians have towards evangelism.
The Bible’s inspired text never uses the
phrase “the great commission.” Publishers of
many Bibles include non-inspired headings to
assist the reader in locating a passage or as an aid
in understanding what a passage is discussing.
Matthew 28:16-20 and Mark 16:14-18 usually
have the heading of “The Great Commission.”
The word commission means “an authorization to perform certain duties or tasks, or to
take on certain powers” (Webster’s New Twentieth Century Unabridged Dictionary). Matthew

28:18-20 records the words Jesus spoke to His
apostles shortly before He ascended back to
heaven. He told them, “All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”
Jesus authorized His apostles to “Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). The apostles were to
teach the disciples to go and do likewise (Mat.
28:20). Each new disciple must be taught his
duty of teaching others. The responsibility for
teaching the Gospel falls upon the church’s
shoulders in every age. However, what kind of
attitude do some Christians have toward “the
great commission?”
Some consider it “the Great Come-Mission.”
Ignorant and worldly-minded brethren assume
the church’s work is to build fancy church buildings to draw people to Christ. They reason that if
we build impressive and comfortable edifices,

“they” (lost souls) will come. This attitude minimizes or eliminates the Christian’s personal
responsibility to teach lost sinners the saving
Gospel. It also attracts worldly-minded people
instead of those seeking to know and do the
truth. Jesus never taught that the drawing power
is a building with a sign outside saying, “Come!”
He said people would be drawn by His sacrificial
death (John 12:32). Granted, Jesus did invite
weary souls to “Come unto me” (Mat. 11:28).
However, if Christians will not tell people about
the Lord’s invitation, what are lost souls being
drawn to?
Others make the great commission “the
Great Omission.” These brethren know their
responsibility but are unwilling to work. As a
result, lost souls remain lost because they do not
hear the good news of salvation by the grace of
Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:13; 2:8-9).
Hear again the words of our Lord. He said,
“Go ye therefore.” The great commission is truly

our Great Go-Mission. In the words of brother
J. M. McCaleb “Unless they hear they cannot
live: the gospel is for all.” How true! Remember
what Paul wrote in Romans 10:13-17:
For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall
they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach, except they be
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things! But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath
believed our report? So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.
1708 Wildwood Road; Bloomington, IL 61704

Simple Truths for Marriage
Tom Moore
Once upon a time there was a woman married
to an annoying man. He would complain about
everything. One day he went to the creek with his
mule. He complained so much that the mule got
annoyed and kicked him to death. At the funeral,
when all the men walked by the wife she shook
her head yes and every time the women walked
by she shook her head no.
The minister asked “Why are you shaking
your head yes for men and no for women?” Her
response was, “The men would say how sorry
they felt for me and I was saying, ‘Yes, I’ll be
alright.’ When the women walked by, they were
asking if the mule was for sale...”
Perhaps, you know of someone who would
like to buy that mule. So many marriages are in

shambles because one or both spouses are not
pleasant and cordial to the other. Constant complaining makes marriage a painful drudgery.
There are a couple of simple truths that would do
well in every relationship, “Therefore all things
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them” (Mat. 7:12), and “A soft
answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words
stir up anger. The tongue of the wise useth
knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth
out foolishness” (Pro. 15:1-2).
Making diligent use of these two simple truths
will go a long way in making our marriages a
blessing instead of a agonizing grind.
2406 South Main Street; Malvern, AR 72104

were a savage, militant people much like the
American Indian of the 1700-1800s, and like the
Indian of our recent history, they were much
disliked. Jonah did not lack courage to go to
Nineveh, he merely did not want to preach to the
lost souls there.
How paradoxical then that we so often do as
Jonah initially did, and fail to fulfill God’s instructions in the area of evangelism. Our problem
is not prejudice, for most members of the church
truly want all souls to be saved. Our problem is
a lack of courage (2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10) that is

caused by a lack of confidence in the power of
God’s Word (Acts 20:32; 2 Tim. 3:15; Jam. 1:22;
Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 2:25).
Brethren, with the desire that most Christians
have for all souls to be saved, imagine what we
could do if we had Jonah’s confidence in the
power of God’s Word and his courage to act
when necessary. Why, brethren, we would again
be accused of turning the world upside down!!!
Oh for the faith of Jonah!!
Author Unknown

The Great Commission
Douglas Hoff
A new Christian wanted to preach so he decided to attend a preacher training school. This
meant giving up his sales job so he could devote
himself to his studies. Shortly after classes began
one of the instructors asked the man if he knew
what the great commission is. He responded by
saying that he thought twenty percent would be
a great commission.
Though we can laugh at this aspiring
preacher’s ignorance, some church members’
attitude toward “the great commission” is a joke.
If it were not a serious matter, perhaps we could
laugh at the attitude some Christians have towards evangelism.
The Bible’s inspired text never uses the
phrase “the great commission.” Publishers of
many Bibles include non-inspired headings to
assist the reader in locating a passage or as an aid
in understanding what a passage is discussing.
Matthew 28:16-20 and Mark 16:14-18 usually
have the heading of “The Great Commission.”
The word commission means “an authorization to perform certain duties or tasks, or to
take on certain powers” (Webster’s New Twentieth Century Unabridged Dictionary). Matthew

28:18-20 records the words Jesus spoke to His
apostles shortly before He ascended back to
heaven. He told them, “All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”
Jesus authorized His apostles to “Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). The apostles were to
teach the disciples to go and do likewise (Mat.
28:20). Each new disciple must be taught his
duty of teaching others. The responsibility for
teaching the Gospel falls upon the church’s
shoulders in every age. However, what kind of
attitude do some Christians have toward “the
great commission?”
Some consider it “the Great Come-Mission.”
Ignorant and worldly-minded brethren assume
the church’s work is to build fancy church buildings to draw people to Christ. They reason that if
we build impressive and comfortable edifices,

“they” (lost souls) will come. This attitude minimizes or eliminates the Christian’s personal
responsibility to teach lost sinners the saving
Gospel. It also attracts worldly-minded people
instead of those seeking to know and do the
truth. Jesus never taught that the drawing power
is a building with a sign outside saying, “Come!”
He said people would be drawn by His sacrificial
death (John 12:32). Granted, Jesus did invite
weary souls to “Come unto me” (Mat. 11:28).
However, if Christians will not tell people about
the Lord’s invitation, what are lost souls being
drawn to?
Others make the great commission “the
Great Omission.” These brethren know their
responsibility but are unwilling to work. As a
result, lost souls remain lost because they do not
hear the good news of salvation by the grace of
Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:13; 2:8-9).
Hear again the words of our Lord. He said,
“Go ye therefore.” The great commission is truly

our Great Go-Mission. In the words of brother
J. M. McCaleb “Unless they hear they cannot
live: the gospel is for all.” How true! Remember
what Paul wrote in Romans 10:13-17:
For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall
they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach, except they be
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things! But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath
believed our report? So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.
1708 Wildwood Road; Bloomington, IL 61704

Simple Truths for Marriage
Tom Moore
Once upon a time there was a woman married
to an annoying man. He would complain about
everything. One day he went to the creek with his
mule. He complained so much that the mule got
annoyed and kicked him to death. At the funeral,
when all the men walked by the wife she shook
her head yes and every time the women walked
by she shook her head no.
The minister asked “Why are you shaking
your head yes for men and no for women?” Her
response was, “The men would say how sorry
they felt for me and I was saying, ‘Yes, I’ll be
alright.’ When the women walked by, they were
asking if the mule was for sale...”
Perhaps, you know of someone who would
like to buy that mule. So many marriages are in

shambles because one or both spouses are not
pleasant and cordial to the other. Constant complaining makes marriage a painful drudgery.
There are a couple of simple truths that would do
well in every relationship, “Therefore all things
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them” (Mat. 7:12), and “A soft
answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words
stir up anger. The tongue of the wise useth
knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth
out foolishness” (Pro. 15:1-2).
Making diligent use of these two simple truths
will go a long way in making our marriages a
blessing instead of a agonizing grind.
2406 South Main Street; Malvern, AR 72104
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Iris Gallaher, and R.D. Gallaher (Bill
Gallaher’s brother).
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Reading/Invitation
April 6, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
April 13, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 3, 2005–Dinner on the Grounds and
Singing after the morning service.
April 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
M a y 1 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 1
assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

Daylight Saving Time Begins
Daylight saving times
begins on April 3. Set your
clocks ahead one hour on
Saturday evening.

MARCH 28, 2005
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Oh for the Faith of Jonah
If folks had a biblical person who they desired
to be likened to, the man Jonah probably would
not top that list. Yet, as members of the church of
Christ, we should note that Jonah’s problem of
refusing to carry out God’s will is oftentimes our
shortcoming as well. For example, Jonah was
told to go preach to a foreign people (Assyrians),
yet we so very often fail to carry out God’s
instructions.
Ironically, the reason that we fail to teach as
we should is for the opposite reason that Jonah
failed to teach the Ninevites. Jonah’s reason for
hoppsing the first ship to Tarshish was in way
connected to the church’s reason for failure to
adequately evangelize.
For example, Jonah did not flee from God’s
presence due to a lack of confidence in the power
of God’s Word. Quite the contrary, he knew that

if the Ninevites heard God’s Word they would
repent and be saved by God (Jon. 4:2) Like the
apostle Paul, Jonah recognized that God’s Word
was his power unto deliverance (Rom. 1:16). He
also knew that the Word of the Lord would not
return to God void (Isa. 55:11).
Jonah did not flee from God’s presence due to
a lack of courage. In fact, such backbone had
Jonah that when the great storm from God came
upon the ship that was carrying him away from
Nineveh, he said, “Take me up, and cast me forth
into the sea” (Jon. 1:12). These are not the words
of a coward! Also, Jonah did not lack confidence
in the power of God’s Word. These were not the
reasons that caused him not to want to preach to
them.
The reason that Jonah initially refused to
preach to Nineveh was prejudice. The Assyrians
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Iris Gallaher, Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s
mother).
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Bill Gallaher in the death of his brother, R.
D. Gallaher, who passed away on March
30. Please keep the him and his family in
your prayers.
MEETING TIMES

Reading/Invitation

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
M a y 1 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 1
assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
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Sympathy

April 13, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Ray Pierce
April 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

APRIL 4, 2005

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Foolishness of Preaching
Bill Brandstatter
The apostle Paul wrote: “For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did
not know God, it pleased God through the
foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21—NKJV). Why
did Paul refer to preaching as foolishness?
From the viewpoint of many in the world and
perhaps some in the church the following may be
part of the reason.
Preaching is not entertaining enough. Many
today want to be entertained. The Bible tells of a
certain reverence and awe that occurred during
the Word being proclaimed. One of the Old
Testament Minor Prophets, Habakkuk describes
the attitude during worship: “But the LORD is in
his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence
before him” (Hab. 2:20). A worshipper today

might declare: “How boring!” Yet we cannot
equate preaching with entertainment. They are
two entirely different areas. The purpose of
preaching is not to entertain. The job of the
preacher is to proclaim the Word of God. David
wrote: “I have preached righteousness in the
great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my
lips, O LORD, thou knowest” (Psa. 40:9). The
first words Jesus preached were: “Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mat. 4:17). Peter
stated, “If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). John F. McArthur
Jr., in his book Ashamed of the Gospel states
“Nothing in Scripture indicates the church should
lure people to Christ by presenting Christianity
as an attractive option. Nothing about the gospel
is optional” (72). He further declares: “There

seems almost no limit to what modern church
leaders will do to entice people who aren’t
interested in worship and preaching. Too many
have bought the notion that the church must win
people by offering an alternative form of
entertainment” (70).
Preaching causes me to make a change.
Throughout the Bible many were changed by
preaching. On the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2
thousands were pricked to their hearts and gladly
received the message and were baptized. The
jailer in Acts 16 heard the spoken Word and was
baptized (Acts 16:30-31). Felix however did not
want to change and when Paul preached to him
he stated “Go thy way for this time; when I have
a convenient season, I will call for thee” (Acts
24:25). There is no doubt about it, preaching can
change a person. Many unfortunately simply do
not want to make a change. If a person hears
preaching long enough, there is a likelihood
something in that person’s life will change. The
Gospel may not be obeyed, but change might
come. It is easier for some to stay where they are
than to make a change.
Preaching gives a message that means
responsibility. In a day and time when everyone
seems to be a victim taking responsibility for
actions is not a popular message. Whenever evil

occurs, excuses are made for the person’s
actions. Perhaps they were mistreated as a child.
Maybe they simply did not get enough attention.
There may have been discrimination of some
kind in life, and that person reacted in a negative
way. Sin today is condoned because many do not
want to take responsibility. When Jesus said
“except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish”
(Luke 13:3), He was preaching a message that
was hard for some to obey. If a person repents,
that person must admit wrong in life. There must
be an acknowledgment of sin and wrong doing.
In our day where negativism, truth, and responsibility are wrong, that is something few want to
do.
For the above reasons, we can understand
why preaching seems foolish to some. To the
child of God however it is “the power of God
unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). If a person tells me
“I enjoyed your sermon” it usually means, I said
something they found of benefit.
Whenever the Word of God is preached, great
benefit can come. If the heart of the listener is
right, faith and obedience can result (Acts 2:41).
Thanks be to God for the foolishness of
preaching!
313 Circle Drive; Vienna, IL 62995

Do You Remember?
Tom Wacaster
Do you remember: When it was safe to walk
the streets, at night, without fear of being mugged or assaulted?...When you could leave your
house unlocked, and when a “Club” was something you carried with you when you went
walking to beat of the dogs?...When families
usually remained in tact, divorce was shameful,
and single parent families were almost unheard
of?...When gay meant happy, and rap was

something someone did on your front door when
they came calling?...When the problems we faced
in schools were chewing gum, getting out of line,
or skipping classes? If you do, then likely you
can remember:...When each school day was
begun with a devotional and prayer, piped into
each class room via the intercom....When neighbors talked to each other over the fence....When
two-week Gospel meetings were common and

cottage classes were conducted on a regular
basis....When church attendance on Sunday
morning and evening were the norm....When we
discussed religion with our fellow employees,
and encouraged an open examination of one’s
belief in the light of the Bible....When mission
work was increasing each year....When preachers
gave a “thus saith the Lord” for all that we do in
religion....When the church was united, standing
upon the Bible, and preaching and teaching the
same. Do you reckon there is any correlation
between all of these things?
Perhaps we need to remind ourselves that
serving God is the whole duty of man (Ecc.
12:13). I realize that there are a number of factors
that have entered into the present social
atmosphere that rejects God, Christ, the Bible
and things spiritual. Perhaps religious perversion
has done more to discredit Christianity in the
eyes of an unbelieving world, than perhaps any
other single effort on the part of Satan. I have
made seven trips into Russia proper, and at least
half a dozen or more into Ukraine. Most of those
with whom we studied during those mission trips
were very superstitious and/or ill-informed on
Bible topics. In 1992 and 1993 I was asked about
a certain “prophet” who had predicted the end of
the world in 1993. As you can see, that so-called
prophesy did not come to pass. The dawn of this
new millennium has brought with it a number of
prognosticators who predicted the return of

Christ and the establishment of His kingdom.
These, too, were false prophets. Bobby Duncan,
now deceased, once made this observation with
regard to so much foolishness that goes on in the
name of Christianity: “Is it any wonder that so
many intelligent people reject anything that
claims to be based on the Bible? When people
claiming belief in God and allegiance to the
Bible take such ridiculous positions, it causes
people who are unfamiliar with the Bible to think
the Bible is a ridiculous book.”
Now, I have said all that to say this. We have
been blessed to experience the Christian faith as
it should be! As members of the Lord’s body we
recognize not only the simplicity of New
Testament Christianity, but the sound reasoning
behind it, and the beauty of it. In fact, it is
members of the Lord’s church who reason
correctly on matters pertaining to faith and
practice. That being the case, who else should be
telling the world about God, Christ, the church,
and the plan of salvation? And yet, it seems that
members of the Lord’s church are, more often
than not, less vocal in their faith than our
denominational counterparts. The Bible says,
“Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he
hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy” (Psa.
107:2). Let us be about the task of teaching the
lost about Jesus.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Four Versions of Mark 16:16
The Universalist says: “He that believeth not
and is not baptized shall be saved.” All are going
to be saved.
The Roman Catholic says: “He that believeth not and is baptized shall be saved.”
Whether it be a newborn baby or an adult at the
point of death, the “sacrament” of baptism has
validity to take away sins.

The Protestant says: “He that believeth and
is not baptized shall be saved.” Salvation is by
faith only, without baptism or anything else.
The Lord said: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be
damned.”
Which of these versions should we accept?
Author Unknown
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work was increasing each year....When preachers
gave a “thus saith the Lord” for all that we do in
religion....When the church was united, standing
upon the Bible, and preaching and teaching the
same. Do you reckon there is any correlation
between all of these things?
Perhaps we need to remind ourselves that
serving God is the whole duty of man (Ecc.
12:13). I realize that there are a number of factors
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and things spiritual. Perhaps religious perversion
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eyes of an unbelieving world, than perhaps any
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a certain “prophet” who had predicted the end of
the world in 1993. As you can see, that so-called
prophesy did not come to pass. The dawn of this
new millennium has brought with it a number of
prognosticators who predicted the return of
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These, too, were false prophets. Bobby Duncan,
now deceased, once made this observation with
regard to so much foolishness that goes on in the
name of Christianity: “Is it any wonder that so
many intelligent people reject anything that
claims to be based on the Bible? When people
claiming belief in God and allegiance to the
Bible take such ridiculous positions, it causes
people who are unfamiliar with the Bible to think
the Bible is a ridiculous book.”
Now, I have said all that to say this. We have
been blessed to experience the Christian faith as
it should be! As members of the Lord’s body we
recognize not only the simplicity of New
Testament Christianity, but the sound reasoning
behind it, and the beauty of it. In fact, it is
members of the Lord’s church who reason
correctly on matters pertaining to faith and
practice. That being the case, who else should be
telling the world about God, Christ, the church,
and the plan of salvation? And yet, it seems that
members of the Lord’s church are, more often
than not, less vocal in their faith than our
denominational counterparts. The Bible says,
“Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he
hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy” (Psa.
107:2). Let us be about the task of teaching the
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell,
Iris Gallaher, Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s
mother).
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Bill Gallaher in the death of his brother, R.
D. Gallaher, who passed away on March
30. Please keep the him and his family in
your prayers.
MEETING TIMES

Reading/Invitation

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
M a y 1 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 1
assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
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Sympathy

April 13, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Ray Pierce
April 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

APRIL 4, 2005

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Foolishness of Preaching
Bill Brandstatter
The apostle Paul wrote: “For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did
not know God, it pleased God through the
foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21—NKJV). Why
did Paul refer to preaching as foolishness?
From the viewpoint of many in the world and
perhaps some in the church the following may be
part of the reason.
Preaching is not entertaining enough. Many
today want to be entertained. The Bible tells of a
certain reverence and awe that occurred during
the Word being proclaimed. One of the Old
Testament Minor Prophets, Habakkuk describes
the attitude during worship: “But the LORD is in
his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence
before him” (Hab. 2:20). A worshipper today

might declare: “How boring!” Yet we cannot
equate preaching with entertainment. They are
two entirely different areas. The purpose of
preaching is not to entertain. The job of the
preacher is to proclaim the Word of God. David
wrote: “I have preached righteousness in the
great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my
lips, O LORD, thou knowest” (Psa. 40:9). The
first words Jesus preached were: “Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mat. 4:17). Peter
stated, “If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). John F. McArthur
Jr., in his book Ashamed of the Gospel states
“Nothing in Scripture indicates the church should
lure people to Christ by presenting Christianity
as an attractive option. Nothing about the gospel
is optional” (72). He further declares: “There
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Crowe,
Louis Herrington, Ray Williams, Bill and
Kay Hollowell
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
May 1, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship Meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
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Reading/Invitation
April 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
April 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Henry Born

APRIL 11, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Good Shepherd
Marvin Weir
There is only one “good shepherd” who
“layeth down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
All others who boast of being the voice that
people are to heed are merely “thieves and
robbers” (John 10:8). Only the Christ qualifies as
the “good shepherd” who has the power to lay
His life down and the “power to take it again”
(John 10:18).
This is the reason that the apostle Paul urges
brethren to “speak the same thing” and be
“perfected together in the same mind and in the
same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). Everyone should
be listening to the voice of the good shepherd
and disregarding the voices of strangers (John
10:5). If one is not to be a follower of Paul,
Apollos, or Peter (1 Cor. 1:12-13), then no man

qualifies to be followed today! The acceptance of
this truth will do away with the creeds, synods,
and councils of men, and liberalism and anti-ism
will also cease to exist.
His sheep hear His voice. Sheep that follow
the voice of another are not the Good Shepherd’s
sheep. The voice of Christ is heard through the
written Word. The Bible says, “God, having of
old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets
by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at
the end of these days spoken unto us in his
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom also he made the worlds” (Heb.
1:1-2). Christ makes it clear how He speaks to us
today in saying, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth

him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge
him in the last day” (John 12:48). Both Jew and
Gentile are to listen to the voice of Christ (John
10:16). As John records, “he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the whole world” (1 John 2:2).
Christ knows His sheep. The Good Shepherd
will make no mistakes in identifying those who
are His. Many believe that if they insist they are
the Lord’s sheep that they will be counted as
such in the Day of Judgment. The Good Shepherd, however, knows the sheep who have been
content to follow just because he cries out that he
is the Lord’s sheep. Jesus warns all that He
knows who His sheep are in saying, “Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out
demons, and by thy name do many mighty
works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity” (Mat. 7:21-23).
Christ purchased His sheep. The apostle
Paul reminds all that no man died for the Lord’s
church. The Scriptures record, “Now this I mean,
that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of
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Apollos: and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized into the name of Paul?” (1 Cor.
1:12-13)? The flock of sheep following Christ
have been purchased by His blood (Acts 20:28).
No man purchased the Lord’s church. The church
is the “body” of Christ of which He is its “head”
(Eph. 1:22-23).
The Good Shepherd cares for His sheep. A
tremendous contrast is drawn between the “hireling” and the Good Shepherd. John records, “He
that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own
the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming,
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf
snatcheth them, and scattereth them: he fleeth
because he is a hireling, and careth not for the
sheep.” (10:12-13). The Good Shepherd cares
about the food and safety of His sheep, but the
hireling cares only about his greed and physical
well being. There are many today who prey on
people by using religion solely for selfish
purposes.
The Good Shepherd has only one flock of
sheep. Christ said, “And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice: and they shall
become one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16).
The precious Gospel was first carried to the Jews
and then to the Gentiles. They would become one
flock with one shepherd. Thus, Paul states, “But
now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far off are
made nigh in the blood of Christ. For he is our
peace, who made both one, and brake down the
middle wall of partition, having abolished in the
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; that he might create in
himself of the two one new man, so making
peace; and might reconcile them both in one
body unto God through the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby” (Eph. 2:13-16).
There is one Good Shepherd (John 10:11) and

one flock or body (John 10:16; Eph. 4:4). Remember: “There can be neither Jew nor Greek,
there can be neither bond nor free, there can be
no male and female; for ye all are one man in

Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to promise”
(Gal. 3:28-29).
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

He Never Came Dressed like That Again!
I saw him in the church building for the first
time last Wednesday. He was in his mid 70s with
silver hair and a neat brown suit. Many times in
the past I had invited him to come. Several
friends had talked to him about the Lord and had
tried to share the Good News with him. He was
a well-respected, honest man with so many
characteristics a Christian should have, but he
had never put on Christ.
I had asked him a few years ago, “Have you
ever been to a church service in your life?” We
had just finished a pleasant day of visiting and
talking. He hesitated, then with a bitter smile he
told me of a childhood experience some sixty
years ago.
He was one of many children in a large
impoverished family. His parents had struggled
to provide food, with little left for housing and
clothing. When he was about ten, some
neighbors invited him to worship with them. The
Bible class had been very exciting. He had never
heard such songs and stories before. He had
never heard anyone read from the Bible before.
After class was over, the teacher took him
aside and said, “Son, please don’t come again
dressed as you are now. We want to look our best
when we come worship the Lord.” He stood in
his ragged, unpatched overalls, looked at his
bare, dirty feet and said, “No ma’am, I won’t
ever!” And he never did.
There must have been other factors to have
hardened him so, but this experience formed a
significant part of the bitterness in his heart. I am

sure the Bible teacher meant well, but what if she
had studied and accepted the teachings found in
the second chapter of James? What if she had put
her arms around that dirty, ragged little boy and
said, “Son, I’m so glad you are here, and I hope
you will come every chance you get to hear more
about Jesus!”
I pray that I might ever be open to the
tenderness of a child’s heart, and that I might
never fail to see beyond the appearance and
behavior of a child to the eternal possibilities
within.
Yes, I saw him in the church house for the
first time last Wednesday. As I looked at that
immaculately dressed old gentleman lying in his
casket, I thought of the little boy of long ago. I
could almost hear him saying, “No ma’am, I
won’t ever!”—and I wept.
“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with
partiality. For if there should come into your
assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel,
and there should also come in a poor man in
filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one
wearing the fine clothes and say to him, ‘You sit
here in a good place,’ and say to the poor man,
‘You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit here at my footstool,’
have you not shown partiality among yourselves,
and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen,
my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the
poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of
the kingdom which He promised to those who
love Him?” (Jam. 2:1-6).
Author Unknown

him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge
him in the last day” (John 12:48). Both Jew and
Gentile are to listen to the voice of Christ (John
10:16). As John records, “he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the whole world” (1 John 2:2).
Christ knows His sheep. The Good Shepherd
will make no mistakes in identifying those who
are His. Many believe that if they insist they are
the Lord’s sheep that they will be counted as
such in the Day of Judgment. The Good Shepherd, however, knows the sheep who have been
content to follow just because he cries out that he
is the Lord’s sheep. Jesus warns all that He
knows who His sheep are in saying, “Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out
demons, and by thy name do many mighty
works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity” (Mat. 7:21-23).
Christ purchased His sheep. The apostle
Paul reminds all that no man died for the Lord’s
church. The Scriptures record, “Now this I mean,
that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of
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Apollos: and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized into the name of Paul?” (1 Cor.
1:12-13)? The flock of sheep following Christ
have been purchased by His blood (Acts 20:28).
No man purchased the Lord’s church. The church
is the “body” of Christ of which He is its “head”
(Eph. 1:22-23).
The Good Shepherd cares for His sheep. A
tremendous contrast is drawn between the “hireling” and the Good Shepherd. John records, “He
that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own
the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming,
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf
snatcheth them, and scattereth them: he fleeth
because he is a hireling, and careth not for the
sheep.” (10:12-13). The Good Shepherd cares
about the food and safety of His sheep, but the
hireling cares only about his greed and physical
well being. There are many today who prey on
people by using religion solely for selfish
purposes.
The Good Shepherd has only one flock of
sheep. Christ said, “And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice: and they shall
become one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16).
The precious Gospel was first carried to the Jews
and then to the Gentiles. They would become one
flock with one shepherd. Thus, Paul states, “But
now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far off are
made nigh in the blood of Christ. For he is our
peace, who made both one, and brake down the
middle wall of partition, having abolished in the
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; that he might create in
himself of the two one new man, so making
peace; and might reconcile them both in one
body unto God through the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby” (Eph. 2:13-16).
There is one Good Shepherd (John 10:11) and

one flock or body (John 10:16; Eph. 4:4). Remember: “There can be neither Jew nor Greek,
there can be neither bond nor free, there can be
no male and female; for ye all are one man in

Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to promise”
(Gal. 3:28-29).
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

He Never Came Dressed like That Again!
I saw him in the church building for the first
time last Wednesday. He was in his mid 70s with
silver hair and a neat brown suit. Many times in
the past I had invited him to come. Several
friends had talked to him about the Lord and had
tried to share the Good News with him. He was
a well-respected, honest man with so many
characteristics a Christian should have, but he
had never put on Christ.
I had asked him a few years ago, “Have you
ever been to a church service in your life?” We
had just finished a pleasant day of visiting and
talking. He hesitated, then with a bitter smile he
told me of a childhood experience some sixty
years ago.
He was one of many children in a large
impoverished family. His parents had struggled
to provide food, with little left for housing and
clothing. When he was about ten, some
neighbors invited him to worship with them. The
Bible class had been very exciting. He had never
heard such songs and stories before. He had
never heard anyone read from the Bible before.
After class was over, the teacher took him
aside and said, “Son, please don’t come again
dressed as you are now. We want to look our best
when we come worship the Lord.” He stood in
his ragged, unpatched overalls, looked at his
bare, dirty feet and said, “No ma’am, I won’t
ever!” And he never did.
There must have been other factors to have
hardened him so, but this experience formed a
significant part of the bitterness in his heart. I am

sure the Bible teacher meant well, but what if she
had studied and accepted the teachings found in
the second chapter of James? What if she had put
her arms around that dirty, ragged little boy and
said, “Son, I’m so glad you are here, and I hope
you will come every chance you get to hear more
about Jesus!”
I pray that I might ever be open to the
tenderness of a child’s heart, and that I might
never fail to see beyond the appearance and
behavior of a child to the eternal possibilities
within.
Yes, I saw him in the church house for the
first time last Wednesday. As I looked at that
immaculately dressed old gentleman lying in his
casket, I thought of the little boy of long ago. I
could almost hear him saying, “No ma’am, I
won’t ever!”—and I wept.
“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with
partiality. For if there should come into your
assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel,
and there should also come in a poor man in
filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one
wearing the fine clothes and say to him, ‘You sit
here in a good place,’ and say to the poor man,
‘You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit here at my footstool,’
have you not shown partiality among yourselves,
and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen,
my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the
poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of
the kingdom which He promised to those who
love Him?” (Jam. 2:1-6).
Author Unknown
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Crowe,
Louis Herrington, Ray Williams, Bill and
Kay Hollowell
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
April 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
May 1, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship Meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
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Reading/Invitation
April 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
April 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Henry Born

APRIL 11, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellview@bellviewcoc.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Good Shepherd
Marvin Weir
There is only one “good shepherd” who
“layeth down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
All others who boast of being the voice that
people are to heed are merely “thieves and
robbers” (John 10:8). Only the Christ qualifies as
the “good shepherd” who has the power to lay
His life down and the “power to take it again”
(John 10:18).
This is the reason that the apostle Paul urges
brethren to “speak the same thing” and be
“perfected together in the same mind and in the
same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). Everyone should
be listening to the voice of the good shepherd
and disregarding the voices of strangers (John
10:5). If one is not to be a follower of Paul,
Apollos, or Peter (1 Cor. 1:12-13), then no man

qualifies to be followed today! The acceptance of
this truth will do away with the creeds, synods,
and councils of men, and liberalism and anti-ism
will also cease to exist.
His sheep hear His voice. Sheep that follow
the voice of another are not the Good Shepherd’s
sheep. The voice of Christ is heard through the
written Word. The Bible says, “God, having of
old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets
by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at
the end of these days spoken unto us in his
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom also he made the worlds” (Heb.
1:1-2). Christ makes it clear how He speaks to us
today in saying, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Crowe,
Louis Herrington, Bill and Kay Hollowell
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Ray Williams who passed
from this life on April 16. Please keep his
wife, Marge, and their family as well as his
brother Charles and his family in your
prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Dick Cunningham in the death of his
brother, Norman, who passed away on
April 12. Please Dick and his family in
your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
April 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Henry Born
May 4, 2005
Reading: Gabe Moore
Invitation: Paul Brantley
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Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

New Arrival
Our congratulations is extended to
Marilyn Hall in the birth of her greatgranddaughter, Avary Marie, born on April
13, to Katherine and Scott Davis. She
weighed 6 lbs. 1 oz. and was 19 inches
long.
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Those Unscriptural Euphemisms
Andy Cates
There are many children of God who would
never utter a curse word or profanity, knowing
that such is sin; but, they will occasionally use a
euphemism, or they will use holy names in a
flippant, frivolous manner, taking God’s name in
vain (Exo. 20:7). Countless people lack knowledge on this subject and do not realize that some
words and expressions they speak are wrong;
however, they are still a violation of Scripture.
Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
defines the term euphemism as “the substitution
of an agreeable or inoffensive expression for one
that may offend or suggest something unpleasant.” Many of us use euphemisms daily, and
some of them are harmless. For instance, people
use the term “undertaker” rather than “takerunderer.” It is more pleasant to use the expres-

sion “pass away” or “went to his reward” than it
is to use the word “died.” But, using a euphemism in the place of God or Jesus or heaven or
hell or damnation is not innocent, harmless, or
reverent.
Euphemisms for God the Father. Many
individuals would not use the name of God in an
irreverent, profane manner. Still, often without
thinking, some will not hesitate to use such
euphemisms as Golly, Gosh, Oh my God, Oh my
Gosh, and such like. These euphemisms for God
are very commonly used (even by some who do
not believe in God). Webster’s gives Golly and
Gosh the same definition; that being, a “euphemism for God—used as a mild oath or to express
surprise.” The one who uses these words says the
exalted name God in a flippant fashion. Also,

there are some innate qualities of God that are
sometimes used as euphemisms.
Euphemisms for Jesus Christ. Many would
not use Christ’s name in an irreverent, profane
manner. Yet, commonly without thought, some
will use such euphemisms as Gee, Gee Whiz, and
so on. Webster’s defines Gee as a “euphemism
for Jesus—used as an introductory expletive or to
express surprise or enthusiasm.” Whiz is often
connected with Gee and is in some cases defined
as excellent, exceptional.

There is absolutely nothing wrong with saying God’s name, Jesus’ name, etc., when it is
done with reverence and respect. It is sin when
these are used flippantly and frivolously. “Every
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment” (Mat.
12:36). Let us “serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear” (Heb. 12:28). “Holy and
reverend is his name” (Psa. 111:9).
Copied

Obstacles to Knowledge
W. Kent Graham
Throughout the ages, man has sought Divine
knowledge from God’s Word. It is often the case
that men are hindered from learning Truth
because of a number of obstacles which taint
their study. An awareness of these obstacles may
enable us to develop better study habits and
acquire a better understanding of the Bible. We
must be mindful that if we are sincere in our
quest for knowledge, a diligent effort is needed
(2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 11:6). Such an effort will only
be expended by the person who truly desires to
live the Christian life and one day receive his
eternal reward.
One of the primary obstacles to biblical
knowledge is preconceived ideas as to what the

Graduation
Daniel Hatcher will be graduating from
the University of West Florida on April 30,
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Advertising. Daniel is the son of Michael
and Karen Hatcher.
Our congratulations and best wishes is
extended to him.

Bible teaches. When we have opinions of what
the Bible teaches before we actually engage in
our study, we tend to read these opinions into the
Scriptures when we do study. The Bible can
prove almost any idea or notion when it is
mishandled. Such a practice eisegesis. This is
“reading into” the Scriptures that which you want
the Bible to say, rather than what it truly says.
The type of biblical interpretation which is
conducive to learning truth exegesis, which
means “to guide or lead out.” Preconceived ideas
and notions will only serve to adulterate biblical
knowledge, thereby corrupting our understanding
of Truth. To determine God’s Truth, we must go
to His Word, with our mind as an empty page
desiring to be filled with a knowledge of the
Father’s Holy Will.
Another obstacle to knowledge of the Bible is
reading it out of a sense of duty with no expectation of understanding it. No real effort is made
to determine meaning, the person just reads the
biblical text because he must. When he is reading, he does not consider who is speaking, to
whom the text is addressed, why it is being said,
or any other necessary concern. If we were to
read any other book with this attitude, we would

not expect to understand it either.
Sometimes we study the Bible in a haphazard
manner and greatly reduce the knowledge we
derive from it. If we fail to study God’s Word
systematically, we greatly limit our ability to
learn. The serious student must formulate a study
program and work through the program. He must
first master the fundamentals of the faith before
he delves into the more complicated study. The
Bible contains a “connected story-line” which
every Christian ought to know well. We should
all know the periods of Bible history and the
books of the Bible which coincide with each
period. If the only effort we ever expend is a
random study of the Bible, it will take many,
many years before it begins to make sense.
Another obstacle to knowledge is the habit we
have of reading only our favorite passages. We
know that we are guilty of this when certain parts
of our Bible are worn out and the rest of it is like

new. There is nothing wrong with having favorite
passages in God’s Word, but there is something
wrong with not studying the whole “counsel of
God” (Acts 20:26-27). There are spiritual treasures and a wealth of information in every portion
of the Bible. We must study all of it!
A common obstacle to knowledge of God’s
Word is a failure on our part to be regular in our
study (Acts 17:11). If we are sporadic in our
study, then it is an indication that we are lacking
in conviction. If we truly desire God’s knowledge, we will study His Word daily and never
allow anything to stop us. The faithful Christian
is more likely to forget to feed his stomach than
he is to forget to feed his heart. If we work for
God’s knowledge, He will bless us abundantly
with that which we so earnestly desire. Let us
remember that obstacles to knowledge can be
overcome if we so desire.
3082 Andrea Lane; Corpus Christi, TX 78414

To Whom Is Prayer to Be Directed?
Lee Moses
That there is a tremendous amount of religious confusion is not difficult to see. There are
now literally thousands of religious bodies in the
United States, all teaching different things. We
know that God is not the author of confusion
(1 Cor. 14:33); therefore, He is not the origin of
denominations or their doctrines. One peculiar
doctrine that has been on the rise is that a person
is saved from sin through a sinner’s prayer.
Different denominational groups teach this
differently, but many teach that one is to pray to
Jesus that He would forgive the sins of the person praying. However, Jesus told His apostles,
“And in that day ye shall ask me nothing [ask me
no question—American Standard Version]. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall

ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.”
(John 16:23).
While Jesus was on earth, people had the
ability to speak to Him directly. Upon occasion
while on earth He forgave sins personally (Mat.
9:6).
Now that Jesus is ascended, He is cognizant
of whatever prayer a Christian makes and will
plead the Christian’s cause before the Father
(1 John 2:1).
However, Jesus instructs Christians to direct
their prayers to the Father. If one is to pray in
Jesus’ name, as Jesus also instructs, one must
pray by His authority (cf. Acts 4:7)—The only
prayer authorized by Christ is that directed to the
Father.
Copied
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“reading into” the Scriptures that which you want
the Bible to say, rather than what it truly says.
The type of biblical interpretation which is
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of Truth. To determine God’s Truth, we must go
to His Word, with our mind as an empty page
desiring to be filled with a knowledge of the
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derive from it. If we fail to study God’s Word
systematically, we greatly limit our ability to
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know that we are guilty of this when certain parts
of our Bible are worn out and the rest of it is like

new. There is nothing wrong with having favorite
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To Whom Is Prayer to Be Directed?
Lee Moses
That there is a tremendous amount of religious confusion is not difficult to see. There are
now literally thousands of religious bodies in the
United States, all teaching different things. We
know that God is not the author of confusion
(1 Cor. 14:33); therefore, He is not the origin of
denominations or their doctrines. One peculiar
doctrine that has been on the rise is that a person
is saved from sin through a sinner’s prayer.
Different denominational groups teach this
differently, but many teach that one is to pray to
Jesus that He would forgive the sins of the person praying. However, Jesus told His apostles,
“And in that day ye shall ask me nothing [ask me
no question—American Standard Version]. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall

ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.”
(John 16:23).
While Jesus was on earth, people had the
ability to speak to Him directly. Upon occasion
while on earth He forgave sins personally (Mat.
9:6).
Now that Jesus is ascended, He is cognizant
of whatever prayer a Christian makes and will
plead the Christian’s cause before the Father
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Jesus’ name, as Jesus also instructs, one must
pray by His authority (cf. Acts 4:7)—The only
prayer authorized by Christ is that directed to the
Father.
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Crowe,
Louis Herrington, Bill and Kay Hollowell
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Ray Williams who passed
from this life on April 16. Please keep his
wife, Marge, and their family as well as his
brother Charles and his family in your
prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Dick Cunningham in the death of his
brother, Norman, who passed away on
April 12. Please Dick and his family in
your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
April 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Henry Born
May 4, 2005
Reading: Gabe Moore
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

New Arrival
Our congratulations is extended to
Marilyn Hall in the birth of her greatgranddaughter, Avary Marie, born on April
13, to Katherine and Scott Davis. She
weighed 6 lbs. 1 oz. and was 19 inches
long.

APRIL 18, 2005
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BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Those Unscriptural Euphemisms
Andy Cates
There are many children of God who would
never utter a curse word or profanity, knowing
that such is sin; but, they will occasionally use a
euphemism, or they will use holy names in a
flippant, frivolous manner, taking God’s name in
vain (Exo. 20:7). Countless people lack knowledge on this subject and do not realize that some
words and expressions they speak are wrong;
however, they are still a violation of Scripture.
Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
defines the term euphemism as “the substitution
of an agreeable or inoffensive expression for one
that may offend or suggest something unpleasant.” Many of us use euphemisms daily, and
some of them are harmless. For instance, people
use the term “undertaker” rather than “takerunderer.” It is more pleasant to use the expres-

sion “pass away” or “went to his reward” than it
is to use the word “died.” But, using a euphemism in the place of God or Jesus or heaven or
hell or damnation is not innocent, harmless, or
reverent.
Euphemisms for God the Father. Many
individuals would not use the name of God in an
irreverent, profane manner. Still, often without
thinking, some will not hesitate to use such
euphemisms as Golly, Gosh, Oh my God, Oh my
Gosh, and such like. These euphemisms for God
are very commonly used (even by some who do
not believe in God). Webster’s gives Golly and
Gosh the same definition; that being, a “euphemism for God—used as a mild oath or to express
surprise.” The one who uses these words says the
exalted name God in a flippant fashion. Also,
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May 4, 2005
Reading: Gabe Moore
Invitation: Paul Brantley
May 11, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Mark These Dates

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ray Pierce in the death of his brother,
Harold, on April 20. Please keep Ray and
his family in your prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ella Hammac in the death of her sister,
Violet Mitchell, on April 21. Please keep
Ella and her family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation

BEACON

APRIL 25, 2005

Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 1, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Church’s Attitude Toward the Wayward
John Moore
Attitude can make the difference. It can
determine success or failure in any endeavor. It
is the basis of human behavior, and without a
proper attitude, our actions will not be acceptable
to God or our fellow man. The Christian has the
obligation to act responsibly to a wayward
brother or sister, but such action will not result
without the right attitude. The backsliding, wayward child of God must be converted from the
error of his way (Jam. 5:19). It is a Christian’s
obligation to restore a brother overtaken in a
trespass (Gal. 6:1-2), and to instruct those who
“oppose themselves...that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil” (2 Tim.
2:25-26). However, converting, restoration, and
recovering of the wayward most often will not
take place if the attitude of the church is mis-

placed, in appropriate, or untrained.
Regarding the wayward, the attitude of the
church must be characterized by concern.
Like Jesus, we must be deeply concerned about
the lost. His concern was reflected in His actions
as He went to the home of the sinners (Mat. 9:10)
and mourned over the wayward Jews of Judaism
(Mat. 23:37). He took an interest in the salvation
of others—always concerned about their relationship to the Father. His purpose in coming to
earth was to minister to others and to give His
life a ransom for many (Mat. 20:28). He was
selfless. He looked not upon His own things but
upon the things and cares of others (cf. Phi. 2:4f).
He took time to talk to and correct an adulterous
woman (John 4), a materialistic tax collector
(Luke 19), a misguided lawyer (Mat. 22:33-40),

a convicted criminal (Luke 23:43), and hardhearted religious liberals and legalists (Mat. 2223).
Jesus not only acted out of concern for the
wayward, but He taught His disciples to care
about them as well. In the parable of the lost
sheep (Luke 15), He revealed the value of the
human soul. Though 99% of the flock was safe,
it was the one wayward sheep that got the shepherd’s attention. The shepherd was obviously
concerned about what belonged to him. Similarly, souls belong to God, and we should share
the same concern for the wayward sheep of
God’s flock, the church. We should not be “willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). An attitude of
concern will lead us to restore the wayward.
Additionally, the church must be concerned the
moment any sheep begins to go astray. In the
Lord’s parable, the lost sheep became lost because of a gradual process of moving further and
further from the flock. In like manner, most who
abandon the church do so gradually. They let
salvation drift away (Heb. 2:1) by gradually missing more and more worship services or by less
and less prayer and Bible study. The church must
act quickly and demonstrate its genuine concern
for the weak by giving her attention to their
frailties and mistakes (1 The. 5:14; Rom. 15:1).
Our apathetic attitudes will result in more and
more souls meandering their way to hell. We
must be concerned about the eternal destiny of
our brethren.
Further, the attitude of the church must be
characterized by conviction. Conviction has
reference to a state of being convinced or a fixed
and firm belief. Christians must be convinced
that correction of the wayward is scripturally
demanded. Despite the clamoring of a politically
correct society which hypocritically condemns
judging, the church must make judgments about
who has wandered away from God. True, we

must not be a hypocrite when making a judgment
(Mat. 7:1-5), but nonetheless judgments must be
made in order to comply with God’s commands
to correct the wayward. If I judge righteously
(John 7:24), then I must seek to restore the erring
child of God. In Galatians 6:1, Paul uses the
imperative mood to emphasize that we must
restore the one who is overtaken in a trespass.
We, therefore, must be convinced that is it not
wrong to judge, confront, correct, or discipline
the wayward. It is our duty, obligation, and privilege to convert the sinner from the error of his
way, for such will “save a soul from death, and
shall hide a multitude of sins” (Jam. 5:20).
Still further, the attitude of the church
must be characterized by compliance. We must
comply with the scriptural course to pursue in
restoring the wayward. Developing concern and
being convicted about the Truth on judging and
correction is not enough. The concerned
Christian must take action. That action includes:
(1) Teaching the wayward (2 Tim. 2:24-26);
(2) Praying for the wayward (1 John 5:16);
(3) Converting the wayward (Jam. 5:19-20);
(4) Restoring the wayward (Gal. 6:1; “restore”
was used as a surgical term in referring to setting
a bone or joint; (5) Admonishing them (1 The.
5:14; “admonish” means to warn, advise, or put
one in mind about the consequences of sin and
the withdrawal of fellowship); and, as a last
resort (6) Withdrawing Fellowship (2 The. 3:6;
1 Cor. 5:9-13).
Indeed, the church must be concerned,
convicted, and in compliance with Scripture
regarding the wayward. Far too many souls are
being immersed into Christ only to be left alone
and abandoned by uninvolved and careless congregations. The wayward souls is just as important as the one who has never obeyed the
Gospel. Additionally, the erring brother will face
a greater punishment on the day of judgment if
he does not repent (2 Pet. 2:20-22). Our attitude

could possibly change that terrible outcome. Our
attitude about the wayward must change. If it
does not, the truth be told, then we have become

the wayward.
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, TX 78748

Living Sacrifices
Toney L. Smith
Every Christian is to be a living sacrifice for
Christ (Rom. 12:1-2). In this challenging call to
Christian living, Paul is emphasizing the need to
be set apart from all ungodly living. He is saying,
“live differently than the world.” Someone once
said, “Total sacrificial living is life indeed.”
The saint is to be a living sacrifice. The Old
Testament required the bloody sacrifice of animals (Heb. 10:1). In the New Testament we are
not admonished to make these animal sacrifices,
however we are called upon to make a daily
sacrifice of ourselves. We must lay down our
lives for the Lord (Mat. 16:25). We must be
willing to give up anything to be a disciple of

Christ (Luke 14:33). The Macedonian Christians
gave liberally of their money and goods to the
Lord, but we must understand they “first gave
their own selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5).
All of this means that the Christian is to keep
himself from the things of the world which
would take Him away from God. The temptations of that lifestyle can be overcome if we are
willing to make a sacrifice. I have heard some
say, “Do I have to give up everything to be
pleasing to God?” Or some say, “That’s too restrictive.” Truth is, we must all make a sacrifice
if we are to be holy in His sight.
1036 Inwood Drive; Hurst, TX 76053

The Silent Sermon
A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending services regularly,
stopped going. After a few weeks, the minister
decided to visit him. It was a chilly evening. The
minister found the man at home alone, sitting
before a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his
minister’s visit, the man welcomed him, led him
to a comfortable chair near the fireplace, and
waited.
The minister made himself at home but said
nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated
the dance of the flames around the burning logs.
After some minutes, the minister took the fire
tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning
ember and placed it to one side of the hearth all
alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent.
The host watched all this in quiet contemplation.

As the one lone ember’s flame flickered and
diminished, there was a momentary glow and
then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and
dead.
Not a word had been spoken since the initial
greeting. The minister glanced at his watch and
realized it was time to leave, he slowly stood up,
picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it
back in the middle of the fire. Immediately it
began to glow, once more with the light and
warmth of the burning coals around it. As the
minister reached the door to leave, his host said
with a tear running down his cheek, “Thank you
so much for your visit and especially for the fiery
sermon. I shall be back in church next Sunday.”
Author Unknown
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Reading: Gabe Moore
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ray Pierce in the death of his brother,
Harold, on April 20. Please keep Ray and
his family in your prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ella Hammac in the death of her sister,
Violet Mitchell, on April 21. Please keep
Ella and her family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation

BEACON

APRIL 25, 2005

Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 1, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Church’s Attitude Toward the Wayward
John Moore
Attitude can make the difference. It can
determine success or failure in any endeavor. It
is the basis of human behavior, and without a
proper attitude, our actions will not be acceptable
to God or our fellow man. The Christian has the
obligation to act responsibly to a wayward
brother or sister, but such action will not result
without the right attitude. The backsliding, wayward child of God must be converted from the
error of his way (Jam. 5:19). It is a Christian’s
obligation to restore a brother overtaken in a
trespass (Gal. 6:1-2), and to instruct those who
“oppose themselves...that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil” (2 Tim.
2:25-26). However, converting, restoration, and
recovering of the wayward most often will not
take place if the attitude of the church is mis-

placed, in appropriate, or untrained.
Regarding the wayward, the attitude of the
church must be characterized by concern.
Like Jesus, we must be deeply concerned about
the lost. His concern was reflected in His actions
as He went to the home of the sinners (Mat. 9:10)
and mourned over the wayward Jews of Judaism
(Mat. 23:37). He took an interest in the salvation
of others—always concerned about their relationship to the Father. His purpose in coming to
earth was to minister to others and to give His
life a ransom for many (Mat. 20:28). He was
selfless. He looked not upon His own things but
upon the things and cares of others (cf. Phi. 2:4f).
He took time to talk to and correct an adulterous
woman (John 4), a materialistic tax collector
(Luke 19), a misguided lawyer (Mat. 22:33-40),
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey , Marge
Williams, Bill and Kay Hollowell, Faye
Little (Dot Dodd’s mother), and Gary
Ferguson (Joyce Brantley’s son-in-law).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
J u n 5 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 1
assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
J u n 1 9 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 2
assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

NO. 18

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

Reading/Invitation
May 11, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Busch
May 18, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Bill Crowe

MAY 2, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Benevolence Does
Stephen P. Waller
Throughout the New Testament, Christians
are taught to be benevolent people, even though
the words benevolent and benevolence are not
found in the Scriptures. Benevolence is defined
as “disposition to do good; act of kindness; a
generous gift” (Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary). In Galatians 6:10, Paul commanded: “As we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.” Peter said,
“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). The story of
“The Good Samaritan” teaches clearly the need
for Christians to show compassion, love, and pity
toward others, including to those of other races

(Luke 10:29-37).
To be a person of compassion means that one
has pity on the less fortunate, the sick, the distressed (physically, emotionally, and financially),
the bereaved, and the lost. Compassion also
means “a feeling of distress at the ills of others;
to suffer with another; to be touched; to have
mercy; to show kindness; assistance” (Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words, W. E.
Vine). No Christian can be faithful to God without this valuable, important, and necessary trait.
We are further commanded: “Distributing to the
necessity of saints; given to hospitality.... Rejoice
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them
that weep” (Rom. 12:13, 15). The book of Acts
is replete with examples of benevolent and caring

Christians. When there was a need to care for the
Grecian widows, provision was made for them
(Acts 6). When the new Christians in Jerusalem
had needs, others sold their possessions and
lands, and parted them to those who had need
(Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37). When a famine arose in
Judea and the saints fell into want (Acts 11:2730), other Christians throughout Asia minor
came to their aid (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8-9).
The Christians in the First Century
understood their duty to their fellow man because
of the great example and teaching of their
Saviour, who was also their Divine Example and
Master Teacher (1 Pet. 2:21; Mat. 7:29). We read
of the compassionate heart of Jesus who was
moved by the multitudes and healed the sick and
fed them when they were hungry (Mat. 14:14;
15:32; Mark 1:41; Luke 7:13; Mark 6:34; Mat.
9:35). His compassion moved Him to teach them
the truth. He taught the disciples of their need to
be giving, compassionate people. He pointed out
that after He was to ascend to the Father, the
disciples could continue to show their love for
Him by expressing concern for their fellow man
(Mat. 25:31-46). In regard to providing for the
needy, the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the
stranger, the sick, the imprisoned, He said that if
we provide for these we are providing for Him.
How are we treating Jesus?
Helping to supply the needs of others who
truly have need should be a natural part of
Christian living. In fact, it should become second
nature to us to be a benevolent people. James
declares: “Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world” (Jam. 1:27).
In order to practice “pure religion” (the only kind
of religion which is pleasing to God), one must
visit or inspect, help, and care for those who are

in need. To refuse or fail to obey this command
of the Lord is to be displeasing in His sight.
The personal benefits or rewards of reaching
out to others is immeasurable to the one showing
compassion as well as to the one receiving help.
There is the personal satisfaction of knowing that
we have obeyed God, that we practiced pure
religion, and that we have truly helped another in
need. The emotional rewards are tremendous and
serve as incentive for continuing to do good
works. We are told by psychologists that such
deeds will aid in better mental health on the part
of those who render aid. The benefits received
are also important and often more far-reaching
than we may know. The result of rendering aid to
those in need may be the salvation of the soul of
a person who has either been recipient of the
goodness of Christians, or of one who has observed such loving kindness. Lest we forget, the
main reason why we practice benevolence is
because of our love for the souls of men. The
work of the church is to save souls, and to this
end we evangelize, we edify the saints, and we
practice benevolence. The Christian influence
has far-reaching effects (Mat. 5:13-16).
Benevolence is not a trait to be held only by
a few in the church. All Christians must possess
the heart of compassion in order to go to heaven.
John said: “But whoso hath this world’s good,
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let
us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:17-18). Being caring
toward our fellow man will bring eternal
rewards. It is not enough just to indicate interest
in others by asking about one’s welfare, we must
be participants in the care of such a one.
Jakarta, Indonesia

The Blight Of Liberalism
30th Annual Bellview Lectures: June 11-15
Saturday, June 11
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

The Attitude of Liberalism
The Origin of Liberalism

Keith Mosher
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10:00 AM
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Dinner Break
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Liberalism and the Origin of the World
Liberalism’s Effect on the Mission of the Church
Liberalism and Church Growth
Liberalism’s View of Law and Love
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Liberalism and the Home
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Liberalism and the Role of Women
Stemming the Tide of Liberalism
Liberalism and Fellowship
Open Forum
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Lynn Parker

Liberalism and Singing
Liberalism and Worship

Charles Orr
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 14
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10:00 AM
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2:30 PM
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Liberalism and Calvinism
Liberalism and Preaching
Liberalism’s View of the Church

Daniel Denham
Eddy Craft
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Liberalism’s Ethic
Liberalism and the Eldership
Open Forum

Tom Moore
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Liberalism’s Support of Homosexuality
Liberalism’s View of Salvation

Paul Vaughn
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9:00 AM
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Lunch Break
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Dinner Break
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Open Forum
Liberalism and Morality
The State of the Church Today

Michael Hatcher
David Jones
Wayne Jones
Guss Eoff
Kent Bailey
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Christians. When there was a need to care for the
Grecian widows, provision was made for them
(Acts 6). When the new Christians in Jerusalem
had needs, others sold their possessions and
lands, and parted them to those who had need
(Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37). When a famine arose in
Judea and the saints fell into want (Acts 11:2730), other Christians throughout Asia minor
came to their aid (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8-9).
The Christians in the First Century
understood their duty to their fellow man because
of the great example and teaching of their
Saviour, who was also their Divine Example and
Master Teacher (1 Pet. 2:21; Mat. 7:29). We read
of the compassionate heart of Jesus who was
moved by the multitudes and healed the sick and
fed them when they were hungry (Mat. 14:14;
15:32; Mark 1:41; Luke 7:13; Mark 6:34; Mat.
9:35). His compassion moved Him to teach them
the truth. He taught the disciples of their need to
be giving, compassionate people. He pointed out
that after He was to ascend to the Father, the
disciples could continue to show their love for
Him by expressing concern for their fellow man
(Mat. 25:31-46). In regard to providing for the
needy, the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the
stranger, the sick, the imprisoned, He said that if
we provide for these we are providing for Him.
How are we treating Jesus?
Helping to supply the needs of others who
truly have need should be a natural part of
Christian living. In fact, it should become second
nature to us to be a benevolent people. James
declares: “Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world” (Jam. 1:27).
In order to practice “pure religion” (the only kind
of religion which is pleasing to God), one must
visit or inspect, help, and care for those who are

in need. To refuse or fail to obey this command
of the Lord is to be displeasing in His sight.
The personal benefits or rewards of reaching
out to others is immeasurable to the one showing
compassion as well as to the one receiving help.
There is the personal satisfaction of knowing that
we have obeyed God, that we practiced pure
religion, and that we have truly helped another in
need. The emotional rewards are tremendous and
serve as incentive for continuing to do good
works. We are told by psychologists that such
deeds will aid in better mental health on the part
of those who render aid. The benefits received
are also important and often more far-reaching
than we may know. The result of rendering aid to
those in need may be the salvation of the soul of
a person who has either been recipient of the
goodness of Christians, or of one who has observed such loving kindness. Lest we forget, the
main reason why we practice benevolence is
because of our love for the souls of men. The
work of the church is to save souls, and to this
end we evangelize, we edify the saints, and we
practice benevolence. The Christian influence
has far-reaching effects (Mat. 5:13-16).
Benevolence is not a trait to be held only by
a few in the church. All Christians must possess
the heart of compassion in order to go to heaven.
John said: “But whoso hath this world’s good,
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let
us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:17-18). Being caring
toward our fellow man will bring eternal
rewards. It is not enough just to indicate interest
in others by asking about one’s welfare, we must
be participants in the care of such a one.
Jakarta, Indonesia
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 8, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
J u n 5 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 1
assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
J u n 1 9 , 2 0 0 5 – Vi s i t a t i o n G r o u p 2
assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

NO. 18

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

Reading/Invitation
May 11, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Busch
May 18, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Bill Crowe

MAY 2, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Benevolence Does
Stephen P. Waller
Throughout the New Testament, Christians
are taught to be benevolent people, even though
the words benevolent and benevolence are not
found in the Scriptures. Benevolence is defined
as “disposition to do good; act of kindness; a
generous gift” (Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary). In Galatians 6:10, Paul commanded: “As we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.” Peter said,
“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). The story of
“The Good Samaritan” teaches clearly the need
for Christians to show compassion, love, and pity
toward others, including to those of other races

(Luke 10:29-37).
To be a person of compassion means that one
has pity on the less fortunate, the sick, the distressed (physically, emotionally, and financially),
the bereaved, and the lost. Compassion also
means “a feeling of distress at the ills of others;
to suffer with another; to be touched; to have
mercy; to show kindness; assistance” (Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words, W. E.
Vine). No Christian can be faithful to God without this valuable, important, and necessary trait.
We are further commanded: “Distributing to the
necessity of saints; given to hospitality.... Rejoice
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them
that weep” (Rom. 12:13, 15). The book of Acts
is replete with examples of benevolent and caring
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meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
Jun19, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
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Liberal’s View of Acts 2
Jerry Brewer
The great tragedy of our time is that many socalled Gospel preachers have capitulated to sin in
the lives of their hearers. Can you imagine what
Peter’s sermon would have sounded like on
Pentecost if he had imbibed the doctrines of
some teachers at Abilene, Pepperdine, Oklahoma
Christian, or David Lipscomb? Luke’s account
might have gone something like this:
Men and brethren, there is some validity
to your belief that some of us may be
drunk. And though we have diversity of
opinion on this matter, we can continue to
be brethren because I believe we can find
strength in that diversity and in our love
for each other. Indeed, most of us have
been drunk at one time or another, or at
least done other things that were just as

indiscreet. But I cannot condemn any of
my colleagues, nor would I presume to
judge any of you for thinking we are
drunk because we have different interpretations of this event and there’s certainly room for diversity among all of us.
However, though we may have different
interpretations of this event that is not the
case today and I can still call you
“brother.” What you have witnessed is a
great revival of Holy Spirit renewal that
some ancient scribe researched and wrote
about in a scholarly work that the rabbis
often attribute to Joel.
Now listen, all you Jewish brothers! Have
I got some news for you! Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God by the love

he showed in recent years by feeding the
hungry, washing feet, and generally being
nice, as most of you are aware, him, being
approved of God, even though some may
have made some mistakes in judgment
about him, was crucified on the cross. But
that is in the past. We all make mistakes
and when that happened we were not in a
covenant relationship with Jesus any way.
But now the great news is that the Holy
Spirit has come to tell you God loves you
and wants you to feel good about yourselves and your intimate personal relationship with him.
Now when they heard this, they felt good
about themselves and cried out and said to
Peter and the others, Men and brethren,
glory hallelujah! Tell us what else to do.
Then Peter said unto them, Do?! Do?!
There’s not one whit you can or need to
do. Jesus did it all. We are just telling you
the good news. Just ask Jesus to come into
your hearts, be nice to each other, love
each other, tell the Romans, the Pharisees,
the Sadducees, and Herod that you love
them, and make sure your kids have plenty
of food, fun, and fellowship. Get involved
in a blood drive in your communities, and
let the Holy Spirit direct you to parking
places. And with many other words did he

testify and exhort saying, “Form Family
Ministries, Youth Ministries, Outreach
Ministries, and Children’s Ministries.
Send your kids to camp, let Youth Minister take them to Six Standards Over
Jerusalem, and busy yourselves with lots
of programs.
Then they that gladly received his word
really felt good about their own lives, and
had their self-esteem raised, and about
3,000 formed a Church Family that day.
And they continued to shout and clap their
hands, and formed an acappella singing
group that could make sounds just like the
harps and lyres of the Romans. And they
accepted all into the Church Family and
called all men “brothers” who called God
“Father,” recognized Jesus as Lord, and
dwelt under the umbrella of grace.
While that is a satirical look at what passes
for Gospel preaching today, the fact remains that
preaching the Gospel is deadly serious. It has to
do with eternity and we who are dying must
preach to dying men. This idea that Gospel
preaching is some sort of spiritual 1960s hippie
love-fest which tolerates sin in the lives of
others, so long as we ourselves do not inhale it,
is a damnable heresy that will send both those
who promote it and those who believe it to hell.
308 South Oklahoma Ave; Elk City, OK 73644

Overcoming Peer Pressure
Dan Cates
1. See the value in ourselves (Mat. 6:2-6).
2. Place God first (Mat. 6:33).
3. Be strengthened through God’s Word (Mat.
4:4).
4. Take the opportunity to influence another
for good (Mat. 5:13-16), instead of letting others

influence you.
5. Make up your mind to sin no more (John
8:3-11).
6. Send Satan packing (1 Pet. 5:8-9).
Copied
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and when that happened we were not in a
covenant relationship with Jesus any way.
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and wants you to feel good about yourselves and your intimate personal relationship with him.
Now when they heard this, they felt good
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Peter and the others, Men and brethren,
glory hallelujah! Tell us what else to do.
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There’s not one whit you can or need to
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the Sadducees, and Herod that you love
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And they continued to shout and clap their
hands, and formed an acappella singing
group that could make sounds just like the
harps and lyres of the Romans. And they
accepted all into the Church Family and
called all men “brothers” who called God
“Father,” recognized Jesus as Lord, and
dwelt under the umbrella of grace.
While that is a satirical look at what passes
for Gospel preaching today, the fact remains that
preaching the Gospel is deadly serious. It has to
do with eternity and we who are dying must
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 15, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
May 15, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
Jun19, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
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Reading/Invitation
May 18, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Bill Crowe
May 25, 2005
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Busch

MAY 9, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
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SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Liberal’s View of Acts 2
Jerry Brewer
The great tragedy of our time is that many socalled Gospel preachers have capitulated to sin in
the lives of their hearers. Can you imagine what
Peter’s sermon would have sounded like on
Pentecost if he had imbibed the doctrines of
some teachers at Abilene, Pepperdine, Oklahoma
Christian, or David Lipscomb? Luke’s account
might have gone something like this:
Men and brethren, there is some validity
to your belief that some of us may be
drunk. And though we have diversity of
opinion on this matter, we can continue to
be brethren because I believe we can find
strength in that diversity and in our love
for each other. Indeed, most of us have
been drunk at one time or another, or at
least done other things that were just as

indiscreet. But I cannot condemn any of
my colleagues, nor would I presume to
judge any of you for thinking we are
drunk because we have different interpretations of this event and there’s certainly room for diversity among all of us.
However, though we may have different
interpretations of this event that is not the
case today and I can still call you
“brother.” What you have witnessed is a
great revival of Holy Spirit renewal that
some ancient scribe researched and wrote
about in a scholarly work that the rabbis
often attribute to Joel.
Now listen, all you Jewish brothers! Have
I got some news for you! Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God by the love
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Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 19, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 10, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
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Rummage Sale Religion
Preston Silcox
Why do people go to yard sales? To find
bargains, of course! Where else can you find $5
TV’s with stripped knobs, 500 shirts with permanent stains, and $20 stereos with mismatched
parts? Never mind that these and every other
available item at such sales are useless—just
think about the great deals!
Having spent plenty of time “wheeling and
dealing” under carports and in garages, I cannot
help but to be reminded of how some people look
for convenient religious systems like they search
for cheap merchandise at yard sales. “Give me a
faith that doesn’t cramp my style—one that
doesn’t ask for too much, cost too much, or obligate too much—I’m looking for a good deal,”
they say. Obviously, to the disappointment of
these folks, true Christianity is not a rummage

sale religion. You see, true Christianity demands
the totality of one’s life.
Jesus revealed this fact to His followers in
Matthew 16:24-25: “Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it:
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall
find it.” On a previous occasion, Jesus even
stated, “He that loveth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me” (Mat. 10:37).
While the demands of our Lord clearly reveal
the serious and life-encompassing nature of
Christianity, so do the examples of His faithful
followers. Consider the life of Paul. The great

sacrifices he made illustrate well the price that
one must be willing to pay if he desires to please
God. Note what the apostle penned in Philippians
3:7-8: “But what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I
count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ.”
Knowing that Christianity calls for the first
fruits of one’s time (Eph. 5:16), energy (1 Cor.

15:58), and, yes, even money (1 Cor. 16:1-2); no
one should seek to reduce the noble religion of
Jesus Christ to an “unbelievable steal” on the
“bargain table” of beliefs! Of course, in view of
the great cost that the Lord paid (Mat. 27:31;
Acts 20:28), the terrible price that we should
have paid (Rom. 6:23), and the wonderful reward
that the faithful will receive (2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rev.
2:10), in a very real sense, true Christianity is too
good of a deal to pass up.
4006 Sunset Street; Muskogee, OK 74403

Why Does the Church of Christ Partake of
the Lord’s Supper Each Sunday?
Darrell Beard
This is one of the most frequently asked
questions about our brethren. Most denominations do not observe the Lord’s Supper weekly,
but annually, quarterly, monthly, or on some
special occasion. How we worship God is a very
important matter. Let us look at the institution of
the Lord’s Supper, see its purpose, and find out
when the early church was taught to partake of it.
The setting up of the Lord’s Supper to be
observed by Jesus’ disciples is recorded in
Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, and Luke
22:19-20. The emblems served as a memorial of
the body and blood of Christ. Thus, the Lord’s
Supper is not a sacrifice, but a commemoration
of the death of our Lord (1 Cor. 11:23-29). Jesus
said that He would partake of this spiritual feast
“in the kingdom of God” (Mark 14:25). This
means “in the church” because the church is the
kingdom.
When is the Lord’s Supper to be observed?
Our Lord did not specify the day and frequency
of its observance when He instituted the Lord’s
Supper. He did say that He would observe it with
the disciples “in the kingdom,” that is, when the
church had been established. We must look to the

teaching of the inspired apostles on this matter.
This was a part of the “all things” which they
were to teach (Mat. 28:19-20; John 16:13).
The early disciples “continued stedfastly” in
the “breaking of bread” (the Lord’s Supper) as
part of their worship immediately after the
establishment of the church (Acts 2:42). Luke
added in Acts 20:7: “And upon the first day of
the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached unto them.” The
church in Troas was established and taught by
Paul. This example shows how the early church
was taught in this part of the worship Paul waited
for a whole week to be able to meet with them on
the Lord’s day, the first day of the week.
Does this mean the first day of every week?
Yes, whenever a first day of the week came
around, they partook of the Lord’s Supper. In
fact, the original language of Acts 20:7 means
“the first day of every week.” The Lord’s Supper
is a memorial to help us remember the death of
Christ. We need to be reminded of this each
week. We want to be like the early church who
was guided by inspiration in observing this act of
worship every week.
Copied
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sacrifices he made illustrate well the price that
one must be willing to pay if he desires to please
God. Note what the apostle penned in Philippians
3:7-8: “But what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I
count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ.”
Knowing that Christianity calls for the first
fruits of one’s time (Eph. 5:16), energy (1 Cor.

15:58), and, yes, even money (1 Cor. 16:1-2); no
one should seek to reduce the noble religion of
Jesus Christ to an “unbelievable steal” on the
“bargain table” of beliefs! Of course, in view of
the great cost that the Lord paid (Mat. 27:31;
Acts 20:28), the terrible price that we should
have paid (Rom. 6:23), and the wonderful reward
that the faithful will receive (2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rev.
2:10), in a very real sense, true Christianity is too
good of a deal to pass up.
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Why Does the Church of Christ Partake of
the Lord’s Supper Each Sunday?
Darrell Beard
This is one of the most frequently asked
questions about our brethren. Most denominations do not observe the Lord’s Supper weekly,
but annually, quarterly, monthly, or on some
special occasion. How we worship God is a very
important matter. Let us look at the institution of
the Lord’s Supper, see its purpose, and find out
when the early church was taught to partake of it.
The setting up of the Lord’s Supper to be
observed by Jesus’ disciples is recorded in
Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, and Luke
22:19-20. The emblems served as a memorial of
the body and blood of Christ. Thus, the Lord’s
Supper is not a sacrifice, but a commemoration
of the death of our Lord (1 Cor. 11:23-29). Jesus
said that He would partake of this spiritual feast
“in the kingdom of God” (Mark 14:25). This
means “in the church” because the church is the
kingdom.
When is the Lord’s Supper to be observed?
Our Lord did not specify the day and frequency
of its observance when He instituted the Lord’s
Supper. He did say that He would observe it with
the disciples “in the kingdom,” that is, when the
church had been established. We must look to the

teaching of the inspired apostles on this matter.
This was a part of the “all things” which they
were to teach (Mat. 28:19-20; John 16:13).
The early disciples “continued stedfastly” in
the “breaking of bread” (the Lord’s Supper) as
part of their worship immediately after the
establishment of the church (Acts 2:42). Luke
added in Acts 20:7: “And upon the first day of
the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached unto them.” The
church in Troas was established and taught by
Paul. This example shows how the early church
was taught in this part of the worship Paul waited
for a whole week to be able to meet with them on
the Lord’s day, the first day of the week.
Does this mean the first day of every week?
Yes, whenever a first day of the week came
around, they partook of the Lord’s Supper. In
fact, the original language of Acts 20:7 means
“the first day of every week.” The Lord’s Supper
is a memorial to help us remember the death of
Christ. We need to be reminded of this each
week. We want to be like the early church who
was guided by inspiration in observing this act of
worship every week.
Copied

The Blight Of Liberalism
30th Annual Bellview Lectures: June 11-15
Saturday, June 11
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

The Attitude of Liberalism
The Origin of Liberalism

Keith Mosher
David Brown

Sunday, June 12
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
3:00 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and the Origin of the World
Liberalism’s Effect on the Mission of the Church
Liberalism and Church Growth
Liberalism’s View of Law and Love
“Moderates” Pave the Way for Liberalism
Liberalism and the Uniqueness of the Church

Steve Yeatts
Terry York
Loy Hardesty
Preston Silcox
Marvin Weir
Michael Shepherd

Monday, June 13
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and the Home
Liberalism’s Effect on Bible Translations
Liberalism and the Role of Women
Stemming the Tide of Liberalism
Liberalism and Fellowship
Open Forum

Brad Brewer
Jerry Murrell
Clifford Newell
Rick Popejoy
Lynn Parker

Liberalism and Singing
Liberalism and Worship

Charles Orr
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 14
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and Calvinism
Liberalism and Preaching
Liberalism’s View of the Church

Daniel Denham
Eddy Craft
Jerry Brewer

Liberalism’s Ethic
Liberalism and the Eldership
Open Forum

Tom Moore
Wesley Simons

Liberalism’s Support of Homosexuality
Liberalism’s View of Salvation

Paul Vaughn
Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 15
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and the Work of the Church
Liberalism and Christ
Liberalism’s View of God
Liberalism and Baptism
Liberalism and the Spirit
Open Forum
Liberalism and Morality
The State of the Church Today

Michael Hatcher
David Jones
Wayne Jones
Guss Eoff
Kent Bailey

David Smith
Ronnie Hayes

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Tina Foshee,
Marge Williams, Bill Hollowell, Faye
Little (Dot Dodd’s mother), and Gary
Ferguson (Joyce Brantley’s son-in-law).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 25, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 19, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 10, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
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Reading/Invitation
May 25, 2005
Reading: Richard Parker
Invitation: Bill Busch
June 1, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Dodd

MAY 16, 2005
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Rummage Sale Religion
Preston Silcox
Why do people go to yard sales? To find
bargains, of course! Where else can you find $5
TV’s with stripped knobs, 500 shirts with permanent stains, and $20 stereos with mismatched
parts? Never mind that these and every other
available item at such sales are useless—just
think about the great deals!
Having spent plenty of time “wheeling and
dealing” under carports and in garages, I cannot
help but to be reminded of how some people look
for convenient religious systems like they search
for cheap merchandise at yard sales. “Give me a
faith that doesn’t cramp my style—one that
doesn’t ask for too much, cost too much, or obligate too much—I’m looking for a good deal,”
they say. Obviously, to the disappointment of
these folks, true Christianity is not a rummage

sale religion. You see, true Christianity demands
the totality of one’s life.
Jesus revealed this fact to His followers in
Matthew 16:24-25: “Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it:
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall
find it.” On a previous occasion, Jesus even
stated, “He that loveth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me” (Mat. 10:37).
While the demands of our Lord clearly reveal
the serious and life-encompassing nature of
Christianity, so do the examples of His faithful
followers. Consider the life of Paul. The great
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Tina Foshee,
Marge Williams, Bill Hollowell, Faye
Little (Dot Dodd’s mother), and Bette
Podgurski (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter).
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Linda Parker and Dale Cunningham
were restored to Christ on May 22, 2005.
Please keep them in your prayers.

June 1, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Dodd
June 8, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Foshee
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.

New Arrival
Our congratulations is extended to Dick
and Dot Lambert in the birth of their greatgrandson, Dickson Meacham, born on May
13. He weighed 4 lbs. 11 ozs. He was born
prematurely so please keep him in your
prayers.
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What to Wear?
Andy Cates
“What to wear?” Have you ever asked
yourself this questions? Have you ever stood at
your closet trying to decide what to wear? Surely
we all have. However, every Christian should be
quick to discern between apparel that is pleasing
to God and that which is not. Let us consider
what to wear in two areas: first in public, and
second in worship.
One, the warm weather is here, and it is
indeed a delightful time of year. But, the rising
temperatures also bring out the scantily clad.
Immodest apparel is clearly condemned in the
Scriptures. Before their transgression, Adam and
Eve “were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed” (Gen. 2:25). After they sinned, “the eyes of them both were opened, and

they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons”
(Gen. 3:7). With sin came the shame of nakedness. In fact, the aprons of fig leaves were not
enough clothing, as God made “coats of skins,
and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21). Paul instructed
women to dress “in modest apparel...professing
godliness” (1 Tim. 2:9-10), thus connecting modesty with Godliness. Purity of heart is to characterize every child of God (Mat. 5:8; 1 Tim.
4:12; et al.). When a person’s clothing (or lack
thereof) can cause impure thoughts in another,
that individual’s attire is immodest and thus
sinful. When choosing what to wear in public,
may we always heed Paul’s admonition, “Prove
all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain

from all appearance of evil” (1 The. 5:21-22).
Two, we hear less and less the expressions,
“Sunday best” and “Sunday-go-to-meeting
clothes.” As the more casual dress for services
has become common among many, these phrases
have become less common. Though the Bible
does not specifically state, “Thou shalt wear thy
very best for worship,” the fact will never change
that we need to dress in our best when we
assemble with the saints in the sacred presence of
God. Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
defines worship as “reverence offered a divine
being or supernatural power.” We express
reverence for the Almighty in worship. “Holy,
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts” (Isa. 6:3). Have
you ever noticed that some people will dress up
for a funeral or wedding (as well we should) but
will dress in a more casual manner for worship
offered to the One in whom “we live, and move,
and have our being” (Acts 17:28) and when we

assemble to commemorate the suffering and
death of our Lord?
It is recognized that some people do not have
the means to dress in the same finery as others,
and yet, we should dress in our best for worship.
Of course, it goes without saying, that such dress
should be modest. A person may arrive at services in his work clothes. This individual knew
that to go home and change would cause him to
miss some of all of the assembly. His priorities
are in order as he is seeking “first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness” (Mat. 6:33). The ox
is in the ditch; God understands and so do fellow
Christians.
What to wear? With our minds set on pleasing
God, what an easy question to answer! “But the
LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep
silence before him” (Hab. 2:20).
Copied

Some Penetrating Questions
1. Is our desire for material things so great
that we take jobs (and keep them) that make it
impossible for us to fully serve and worship
God?
2. Do we work so hard at secular employment
that we say we are too tired to study the Bible,
visit, and spread the Gospel?
3. Do we ever partake of the Lord’s Supper
on Sunday night knowing that we could have
been present that morning?
4. Do we place our Savior in the background
when we go on vacation by never inquiring concerning places to worship?
5. Do we allow our children to attend dances
and other places of iniquity? Do we place our
stamp of approval on such sin?
6. Have we ever told the Lord that inclement

weather made it impossible to attend—and then
go to work on Monday in the same kind of
weather?
7. Parents: Do you ever place the Master
behind the children God gave to you? I am
persuaded that widows and children get blamed
far too often for the indolence that belongs to
others.
8. Do we put God behind a worldly, unconverted view on Christianity? Is He buried
beneath a sectarian outlook? Behind flimsy
excuses we would not use at work or play?
9. Has it occurred to you that we are talking
about things that are sinful and will keep you out
of Heaven?
10. Do you ever deliberately miss a worship
service?
Author Unknown
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from all appearance of evil” (1 The. 5:21-22).
Two, we hear less and less the expressions,
“Sunday best” and “Sunday-go-to-meeting
clothes.” As the more casual dress for services
has become common among many, these phrases
have become less common. Though the Bible
does not specifically state, “Thou shalt wear thy
very best for worship,” the fact will never change
that we need to dress in our best when we
assemble with the saints in the sacred presence of
God. Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
defines worship as “reverence offered a divine
being or supernatural power.” We express
reverence for the Almighty in worship. “Holy,
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts” (Isa. 6:3). Have
you ever noticed that some people will dress up
for a funeral or wedding (as well we should) but
will dress in a more casual manner for worship
offered to the One in whom “we live, and move,
and have our being” (Acts 17:28) and when we

assemble to commemorate the suffering and
death of our Lord?
It is recognized that some people do not have
the means to dress in the same finery as others,
and yet, we should dress in our best for worship.
Of course, it goes without saying, that such dress
should be modest. A person may arrive at services in his work clothes. This individual knew
that to go home and change would cause him to
miss some of all of the assembly. His priorities
are in order as he is seeking “first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness” (Mat. 6:33). The ox
is in the ditch; God understands and so do fellow
Christians.
What to wear? With our minds set on pleasing
God, what an easy question to answer! “But the
LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep
silence before him” (Hab. 2:20).
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Some Penetrating Questions
1. Is our desire for material things so great
that we take jobs (and keep them) that make it
impossible for us to fully serve and worship
God?
2. Do we work so hard at secular employment
that we say we are too tired to study the Bible,
visit, and spread the Gospel?
3. Do we ever partake of the Lord’s Supper
on Sunday night knowing that we could have
been present that morning?
4. Do we place our Savior in the background
when we go on vacation by never inquiring concerning places to worship?
5. Do we allow our children to attend dances
and other places of iniquity? Do we place our
stamp of approval on such sin?
6. Have we ever told the Lord that inclement

weather made it impossible to attend—and then
go to work on Monday in the same kind of
weather?
7. Parents: Do you ever place the Master
behind the children God gave to you? I am
persuaded that widows and children get blamed
far too often for the indolence that belongs to
others.
8. Do we put God behind a worldly, unconverted view on Christianity? Is He buried
beneath a sectarian outlook? Behind flimsy
excuses we would not use at work or play?
9. Has it occurred to you that we are talking
about things that are sinful and will keep you out
of Heaven?
10. Do you ever deliberately miss a worship
service?
Author Unknown
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Tina Foshee,
Marge Williams, Bill Hollowell, Faye
Little (Dot Dodd’s mother), and Bette
Podgurski (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter).
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Linda Parker and Dale Cunningham
were restored to Christ on May 22, 2005.
Please keep them in your prayers.

June 1, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Dodd
June 8, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.

New Arrival
Our congratulations is extended to Dick
and Dot Lambert in the birth of their greatgrandson, Dickson Meacham, born on May
13. He weighed 4 lbs. 11 ozs. He was born
prematurely so please keep him in your
prayers.
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Restored

Reading/Invitation

MAY 23, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What to Wear?
Andy Cates
“What to wear?” Have you ever asked
yourself this questions? Have you ever stood at
your closet trying to decide what to wear? Surely
we all have. However, every Christian should be
quick to discern between apparel that is pleasing
to God and that which is not. Let us consider
what to wear in two areas: first in public, and
second in worship.
One, the warm weather is here, and it is
indeed a delightful time of year. But, the rising
temperatures also bring out the scantily clad.
Immodest apparel is clearly condemned in the
Scriptures. Before their transgression, Adam and
Eve “were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed” (Gen. 2:25). After they sinned, “the eyes of them both were opened, and

they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons”
(Gen. 3:7). With sin came the shame of nakedness. In fact, the aprons of fig leaves were not
enough clothing, as God made “coats of skins,
and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21). Paul instructed
women to dress “in modest apparel...professing
godliness” (1 Tim. 2:9-10), thus connecting modesty with Godliness. Purity of heart is to characterize every child of God (Mat. 5:8; 1 Tim.
4:12; et al.). When a person’s clothing (or lack
thereof) can cause impure thoughts in another,
that individual’s attire is immodest and thus
sinful. When choosing what to wear in public,
may we always heed Paul’s admonition, “Prove
all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Tina Foshee,
M a rg e Wi l l i a m s , B i l l H o l l o w e l l ,
Savannah LaSaffo (Marilyn Hall’s greatgranddaughter), and Faye Little (Dot
Dodd’s mother).
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Restored
Pam Busch was restored to Christ on
May 25. Please keep Pam in your prayers
and assist in any way you can.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.

New Arrival
Marilyn Hall is happy to announce the
birth of her great-granddaughter, Savannah
Rhea, born on May 25, 2005, to Kristina
and John LaSaffo. She weighed 5 pounds
12 ounces and was 20 inches long. Our
congratulations is extended to all.
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Reading/Invitation
June 8, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Foshee
June 15, 2005
Bellview Lectures

MAY 30, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Second Coming of Christ
Cliff Lyons
The Second Coming of Christ is a major New
Testament subject. Some have said that one out
of every twenty-five verses deals with it in some
way. Indeed, it is clear Bible teaching that Jesus
is coming again; i.e., a second time (Heb. 9:28;
Acts 1:11). However, there is much false teaching in the religious world regarding this subject.
Sadly, millions of people are deceived and
misled. Such false teaching needs to be exposed,
and such exposure is needed quite regularly as
people are fed a regular diet via radio, TV,
books, newspapers, pulpits, etc. Misunderstanding and false teaching on this subject were
not unknown in the first century. For example,
Paul dealt with the Second Coming of Christ in
both epistles to the Thessalonians, teaching them
the Truth.

“Date setters” have long deceived and misled
gullible men and women. William Miller set the
date as 1843. When this failed, he tried 1844.
Again, he failed. Charles T. Russell said the Lord
would return in 1874, but history proved him to
be a false teacher (Deu. 18:22). He also tried the
year 1914, but this prediction was wrong again.
J. F. Rutherford taught (wrote) that 1925 would
be the time, but he also “somehow” missed it!
More recently other “Jehovah’s Witnesses”
expected the Lord to return in 1975, but once
again—failure! Brethren, such “time setters”
have been wrong again and again. I believe
Jesus: “But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father
only” (Mat. 24:36). Man does not know when
Christ is coming again.

The Bible does tell us how the Lord is
coming. We are enlightened that He will come as
“a thief in the night” (1 The. 5:2). There will be
no warning. He will come unexpectedly (Mat.
24:44). Also, it will be a visible coming (Rev.
1:7; Acts 1:11). He shall descend with a shout
(1 The. 4:16; John 5:28-29), and the angels will
come with Him (Mat. 25:31; 2 The. 1:7-9).
When the Lord does come, what will take
place? He will raise the dead (John 5:28-29; Rev.
20:11-15), and judge all men (Mat. 25:31-46;
Acts 17:31). The righteous will be rewarded with

a home in heaven; the wicked will be condemned
to hell (Mat. 25:46; 2 The. 1:7-10). Also this old
world will be burned up (2 Pet. 3:1-8).
Brethren and friends, when Christ comes
again will it be a happy or sad time for you? Yes,
it will be a great day for some, but it will be a sad
day for many. Be wise, be ready. Obey the
Gospel of Christ in becoming a Christian and be
faithful and true unto death—or, should the Lord
come in our lifetime, let us be prepared.
Copied

Lectures on the Internet
th

If you are not able to attend the 30 Annual Bellview Lectures in person, then be sure and listen
to them on the Internet. Go to www.oabs.org and you can view the lectures live (there will be a link
to this site on our web page). While we would rather you be here, if you cannot be, make sure you
view them online.

Real Humility
Toney L. Smith
A preacher once said, “I used to think that
God’s gifts were on shelves, one above the other,
and that the bigger and taller we were the easier
we could reach them. I find now that God’s
blessings are on shelves, one beneath another and
that God’s best are on the lower shelves. It would
therefore behoove us to stand high only by
bending in humility to find God’s richest
blessing!”
The greatest of men are those who will
humble themselves to the will of God. Proverbs
16:19 says, “Better it is to be of an humble spirit
with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the
proud.” Matthew 23:12 says, “And whosoever
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that
shall humble himself shall be exalted.” Real

humility is the attitude and character of spirit that
does not seek to push self above and beyond
others.
Paul gave a wonderful lesson in Philippians
2:5-8: “Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.”
We would all do well to examine our own
humility. Do we seek to please self or God? A
question to think about.
1036 Inwood Drive; Hurst, TX 76053
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30 Annual Bellview Lectures: June 11-15
Saturday, June 11
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

The Attitude of Liberalism
The Origin of Liberalism

Keith Mosher
David Brown

Sunday, June 12
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
3:00 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and the Origin of the World
Liberalism’s Effect on the Mission of the Church
Liberalism and Church Growth
Liberalism’s View of Law and Love
“Moderates” Pave the Way for Liberalism
Liberalism and the Uniqueness of the Church

Steve Yeatts
Terry York
Loy Hardesty
Preston Silcox
Marvin Weir
Michael Shepherd

Monday, June 13
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and the Home
Liberalism’s Effect on Bible Translations
Liberalism and the Role of Women
Stemming the Tide of Liberalism
Liberalism and Fellowship
Open Forum

Brad Brewer
Jerry Murrell
Clifford Newell
Rick Popejoy
Lynn Parker

Liberalism and Singing
Liberalism and Worship

Charles Orr
Bobby Liddell

Tuesday, June 14
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and Calvinism
Liberalism and Preaching
Liberalism’s View of the Church

Daniel Denham
Eddy Craft
Jerry Brewer

Liberalism’s Ethic
Liberalism and the Eldership
Open Forum

Tom Moore
Wesley Simons

Liberalism’s Support of Homosexuality
Liberalism’s View of Salvation

Paul Vaughn
Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 15
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Liberalism and the Work of the Church
Liberalism and Christ
Liberalism’s View of God
Liberalism and Baptism
Liberalism and the Spirit
Open Forum
Liberalism and Morality
The State of the Church Today

Michael Hatcher
David Jones
Wayne Jones
Guss Eoff
Kent Bailey

David Smith
Ronnie Hayes
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no warning. He will come unexpectedly (Mat.
24:44). Also, it will be a visible coming (Rev.
1:7; Acts 1:11). He shall descend with a shout
(1 The. 4:16; John 5:28-29), and the angels will
come with Him (Mat. 25:31; 2 The. 1:7-9).
When the Lord does come, what will take
place? He will raise the dead (John 5:28-29; Rev.
20:11-15), and judge all men (Mat. 25:31-46;
Acts 17:31). The righteous will be rewarded with

a home in heaven; the wicked will be condemned
to hell (Mat. 25:46; 2 The. 1:7-10). Also this old
world will be burned up (2 Pet. 3:1-8).
Brethren and friends, when Christ comes
again will it be a happy or sad time for you? Yes,
it will be a great day for some, but it will be a sad
day for many. Be wise, be ready. Obey the
Gospel of Christ in becoming a Christian and be
faithful and true unto death—or, should the Lord
come in our lifetime, let us be prepared.
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blessings are on shelves, one beneath another and
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others.
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in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Tina Foshee,
M a rg e Wi l l i a m s , B i l l H o l l o w e l l ,
Savannah LaSaffo (Marilyn Hall’s greatgranddaughter), and Faye Little (Dot
Dodd’s mother).
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Restored
Pam Busch was restored to Christ on
May 25. Please keep Pam in your prayers
and assist in any way you can.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday–Ladies’ Bible class will
meet at 5:00 pm, in the zone room.
Jun 5, 2005–Pre-Lectureship meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
Jun 5, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 11-15, 2005–Bellview Lectures, The
Blight Of Liberalism.
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.

New Arrival
Marilyn Hall is happy to announce the
birth of her great-granddaughter, Savannah
Rhea, born on May 25, 2005, to Kristina
and John LaSaffo. She weighed 5 pounds
12 ounces and was 20 inches long. Our
congratulations is extended to all.
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Reading/Invitation
June 8, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Foshee
June 15, 2005
Bellview Lectures

MAY 30, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Second Coming of Christ
Cliff Lyons
The Second Coming of Christ is a major New
Testament subject. Some have said that one out
of every twenty-five verses deals with it in some
way. Indeed, it is clear Bible teaching that Jesus
is coming again; i.e., a second time (Heb. 9:28;
Acts 1:11). However, there is much false teaching in the religious world regarding this subject.
Sadly, millions of people are deceived and
misled. Such false teaching needs to be exposed,
and such exposure is needed quite regularly as
people are fed a regular diet via radio, TV,
books, newspapers, pulpits, etc. Misunderstanding and false teaching on this subject were
not unknown in the first century. For example,
Paul dealt with the Second Coming of Christ in
both epistles to the Thessalonians, teaching them
the Truth.

“Date setters” have long deceived and misled
gullible men and women. William Miller set the
date as 1843. When this failed, he tried 1844.
Again, he failed. Charles T. Russell said the Lord
would return in 1874, but history proved him to
be a false teacher (Deu. 18:22). He also tried the
year 1914, but this prediction was wrong again.
J. F. Rutherford taught (wrote) that 1925 would
be the time, but he also “somehow” missed it!
More recently other “Jehovah’s Witnesses”
expected the Lord to return in 1975, but once
again—failure! Brethren, such “time setters”
have been wrong again and again. I believe
Jesus: “But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father
only” (Mat. 24:36). Man does not know when
Christ is coming again.
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Tina Foshee,
Marge Williams, Bill Hollowell, and
Savannah LaSasso (Marilyn Hall’s greatgranddaughter).
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Reading/Invitation
June 15, 2005
Bellview Lectures
June 8, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
Jun19, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jul 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
Aug 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Does the Bible Say about Baptism?
Tom Wacaster
So far as this author knows the generally
accepted position among the protestant denominations is that baptism is an act of obedience that
follows salvation rather than one that precedes
salvation. In other words, most religious folks
who claim to be of the “Christian faith” have
come to believe the commonly held position that
they were saved at the point of faith, and then, at
some convenient time to both candidate and
preacher, they were then baptized as a “symbol”
of their salvation already received at the point of
faith.
The question we want to raise in this article is
this: “What does the Bible say about baptism?”
More specifically, what does the Bible say with
regard to the purpose and design of baptism?
Closely associated with this question is another

one: “Must a man believe the truth, and obey the
truth, with regard to this subject, if his baptism is
to be accepted by God?” I want to address this
second question first.
Must a man believe the truth and obey the
truth with regard to the matter of baptism in
order for his baptism to be accepted by God? In
this connection, please consider the words of our
Lord: “If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly
my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). We
learn (1) that being a disciple involves abiding in
the Word of Christ. Those who teach error concerning baptism are not a disciple of Jesus. But
notice carefully the next verse: “Ye shall know
the truth and the truth shall make you free.” In
light of our Savior’s words, can a man believe

error, embrace error, and then obey error and
expect to be free from his sin? If so, then error is
as powerful as truth in accomplishing the desired
end. Does that make sense to you? Yet there are
some who will tell you that it makes no difference why you were baptized so long as you were
baptized. The Bible is clear in teaching that it is
essential that my obedience to the Lord be what
He says to do, in the manner in which He says to
do it, and for the purpose He said to do it.
We come, then, to our second question:
“What does the Bible say about baptism?” More
specifically, what is the relationship of baptism
to forgiveness of sins? I will focus on just one
Scripture, enough to convince any honest soul as
to the importance of baptism and its purpose.
That Scripture is Mark 16:16: “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.” Please notice the
following:
The simple subject is “He.” The predicate is
“shall be saved.” The qualifying demonstrative
pronoun is “that”—setting forth the characteristics of the “he that shall be saved.” The “he that
shall be saved” is the “he that believes and is
baptized.” It does not say “he that believes shall
be saved”; neither does it say “he that is baptized
shall be saved”; but “he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.” The language simply
could not be any clearer. Each responsible person
reading this article must now consider the impact
of our Lord’s words upon their individual
situation. Please consider the following three
sentences, each of which represents a definite

Lectures on the Internet
If you are not able to attend the Bellview
Lectures, then be sure and listen to them on
the Internet. Go to www.oabs.org and you
can view the lectures live (there will be a link
to this site on our web page).

theological doctrine, none of which can be harmonized one with the other.
“He that is baptized and saved, shall [later]
believe”—this represents those who hold to
infant baptism. The infant child is baptized and
thus saved from “original sin” (a false doctrine in
itself), then later comes to believe.
“He that believes and is saved shall be baptized”—this represents the majority of the protestant denominational world, i.e. one is saved at
the point of belief and at some point in time subsequent to his belief and salvation, is baptized.
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved”—This is the truth so stated by our Lord.
Such a one believes, obeys by being baptized,
and thereby is saved from his alien sins upon
completion of both belief and baptism. This
squarely places baptism between an individual
and remission of his sins.
You, dear reader, fall into one of these three
categories so far as what you believed and/or did.
Did you believe and obey truth? Or did you
believe and/or obey error?
It is unfortunate that the religious leaders of
our generation have denied the very thing our
Lord commanded in order to receive salvation. If
you were baptized as an infant, you were not
baptized according to truth (option #1 above).
You had no sin for which to be forgiven, nor did
you believe, a prerequisite to baptism as per Acts
8:36-37. If you were baptized because you had
already been saved, you believed a lie, and you
obeyed a lie (option #2 above). If you have not
yet been baptized for remission of sins (Acts
2:38), then we plead with you to believe the truth
of Mark 16:16, and submit to its teaching. There
is too much at stake to do otherwise. Our Lord’s
command is clear and concise. May we have the
courage to obey in loving faith, for only “he that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” It really
is that important.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487
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error, embrace error, and then obey error and
expect to be free from his sin? If so, then error is
as powerful as truth in accomplishing the desired
end. Does that make sense to you? Yet there are
some who will tell you that it makes no difference why you were baptized so long as you were
baptized. The Bible is clear in teaching that it is
essential that my obedience to the Lord be what
He says to do, in the manner in which He says to
do it, and for the purpose He said to do it.
We come, then, to our second question:
“What does the Bible say about baptism?” More
specifically, what is the relationship of baptism
to forgiveness of sins? I will focus on just one
Scripture, enough to convince any honest soul as
to the importance of baptism and its purpose.
That Scripture is Mark 16:16: “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.” Please notice the
following:
The simple subject is “He.” The predicate is
“shall be saved.” The qualifying demonstrative
pronoun is “that”—setting forth the characteristics of the “he that shall be saved.” The “he that
shall be saved” is the “he that believes and is
baptized.” It does not say “he that believes shall
be saved”; neither does it say “he that is baptized
shall be saved”; but “he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.” The language simply
could not be any clearer. Each responsible person
reading this article must now consider the impact
of our Lord’s words upon their individual
situation. Please consider the following three
sentences, each of which represents a definite

Lectures on the Internet
If you are not able to attend the Bellview
Lectures, then be sure and listen to them on
the Internet. Go to www.oabs.org and you
can view the lectures live (there will be a link
to this site on our web page).

theological doctrine, none of which can be harmonized one with the other.
“He that is baptized and saved, shall [later]
believe”—this represents those who hold to
infant baptism. The infant child is baptized and
thus saved from “original sin” (a false doctrine in
itself), then later comes to believe.
“He that believes and is saved shall be baptized”—this represents the majority of the protestant denominational world, i.e. one is saved at
the point of belief and at some point in time subsequent to his belief and salvation, is baptized.
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved”—This is the truth so stated by our Lord.
Such a one believes, obeys by being baptized,
and thereby is saved from his alien sins upon
completion of both belief and baptism. This
squarely places baptism between an individual
and remission of his sins.
You, dear reader, fall into one of these three
categories so far as what you believed and/or did.
Did you believe and obey truth? Or did you
believe and/or obey error?
It is unfortunate that the religious leaders of
our generation have denied the very thing our
Lord commanded in order to receive salvation. If
you were baptized as an infant, you were not
baptized according to truth (option #1 above).
You had no sin for which to be forgiven, nor did
you believe, a prerequisite to baptism as per Acts
8:36-37. If you were baptized because you had
already been saved, you believed a lie, and you
obeyed a lie (option #2 above). If you have not
yet been baptized for remission of sins (Acts
2:38), then we plead with you to believe the truth
of Mark 16:16, and submit to its teaching. There
is too much at stake to do otherwise. Our Lord’s
command is clear and concise. May we have the
courage to obey in loving faith, for only “he that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” It really
is that important.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Jun 19, 2005–Lectureship critique meeting
after the evening service, in room 1.
Jun19, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jul 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
Aug 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
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MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
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Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Does the Bible Say about Baptism?
Tom Wacaster
So far as this author knows the generally
accepted position among the protestant denominations is that baptism is an act of obedience that
follows salvation rather than one that precedes
salvation. In other words, most religious folks
who claim to be of the “Christian faith” have
come to believe the commonly held position that
they were saved at the point of faith, and then, at
some convenient time to both candidate and
preacher, they were then baptized as a “symbol”
of their salvation already received at the point of
faith.
The question we want to raise in this article is
this: “What does the Bible say about baptism?”
More specifically, what does the Bible say with
regard to the purpose and design of baptism?
Closely associated with this question is another

one: “Must a man believe the truth, and obey the
truth, with regard to this subject, if his baptism is
to be accepted by God?” I want to address this
second question first.
Must a man believe the truth and obey the
truth with regard to the matter of baptism in
order for his baptism to be accepted by God? In
this connection, please consider the words of our
Lord: “If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly
my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). We
learn (1) that being a disciple involves abiding in
the Word of Christ. Those who teach error concerning baptism are not a disciple of Jesus. But
notice carefully the next verse: “Ye shall know
the truth and the truth shall make you free.” In
light of our Savior’s words, can a man believe
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Marilyn Hall in the death of her greatgranddaughter, Savannah LaSasso, who
passed away on June 10, 2005. She was 17
days old. Please keep Marilyn and her
family in your prayers.
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Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jul 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Flesh on Display
David P. Brown
Paul taught Timothy to teach: “In like manner
also, that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety”
(1 Tim. 2:9). Whatever “modest apparel” is, God
explicitly states that women are to “adorn themselves” in it. It is also obvious that “shamefacedness and sobriety” are appropriate attitudinal
qualities to accompany “modest apparel.” We
are, therefore, studying a state of mind or a disposition of heart. The modest attitude of a
woman is noted when she wears “modest apparel” (clothing that reflects that mental state).
“Modest apparel,” as used in 1 Timothy 2:9, is
clothing that can be worn in such a way as to deemphasize the sexual aspects of the body and
thereby not arouse the evil desire of others.
One of the works of the flesh is “lasciviousness” (Gal. 5:19). Lasciviousness means to cause

or produce lust (an inordinate desire). The point
of noting “lasciviousness” just here is to show
that men as well as women are to dress in such a
manner so as not to provoke in others lustful
thoughts. Surely we have not reached the point
where we would affirm that the Scriptures teach
that only women may dress immodestly. Men, as
well as women, may be lascivious.
No doubt, Paul, because of the special physical qualitites of women to appeal to men, emphasized the point of women dressing modestly. But
since men can arouse the sexual desires of
women, they, too, are to have a modest attitude
and manner of life (one void of lasciviousness).
Not only are men and women not to dress immodestly, lest they create lust in the opposite sex,
but men and women must be aware of male and
female homosexuals (Sodomites, Lesbians, etc.).

Men lust after men and women lust after women.
Perverted though they be, Christians (male and
female) must not dress in such a fashion as to
encourage their pernicious and ungodly appetites.
We must emphasize that custom does not
determine the definition of modesty. This biblical
principle, along with all of the Gospel, is objective and therefore does not depend upon the customs of society for its meaning. If such were the
case, a clothed person, in violating the custom of
a nudist colony, would be the immodest one and
not the stark naked nudist! There are other
reasons why a woman in 1900 should not have
worn a dress that would be midway between the
ankle and the knee, none of which would have to
do with immodesty. Customs that are not in
violation of Gospel principles, but within themselves support biblical truths are not to be
violated. This is the basis of Paul’s argument in
1 Corinthians 11:3-17. If people in 1900 judged
a woman immodest solely because her dress
length was between her ankle and her knee, their
judgment was based on some other principle than
biblical modesty! A woman in 1900 could be
immodest, though her dress length were customarily acceptable, if she wore it, or it fit her, in
such a way as to create lust in another.
Godly persons are constantly aware and greatly concerned about their influence. Christians,

therefore, do not present their bodies to the world
in such a manner as to create lust in others. The
common swimming, basketball, gymnastic,
exercise, and most leisure attire is designed to be
lascivious. It is advertised as “sexually attractive”
and is worn publicly to accomplish the same.
Godly people will avoid such at all costs. They
will seek to abide by customs that compliment
biblical principles and not the other way around.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
Abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 The.
5:21-22).
When children of God are obstinately
immodest and lascivious, they should be disciplined. If they refuse to repent, they should be
withdrawn from (1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 The. 3:6-15).
We must begin with our children, with the
first clothing they put on (Eph. 6:4). Modesty,
because it is a state of mind, is taught from the
beginning of a child’s life, not after he or she is
“a certain age.” Only when we teach people to
dress their heart with the Gospel will we have
them asking, “Does my manner of dress please
God?” Until then, people will continue to “go as
bare as you dare” as they seek the approval of
society and thereby the condemnation of their
souls.
25403 Lancewood; Spring, TX 77373

What Can I Do as a Young Person
Allen Webster
The finest young people in the world are
associated with churches of Christ. They are
washed in the blood of the Lamb, zealous, dedicated, pure, strong, and faithful (1 John 2:14).
We want you to know that we love you and want
you to “be all you can be” for Christ and His
cause.
God never intended for Christianity to be a
“no” religion. We hear a lot of sermons on what

teenagers cannot do (which is good), but, “What
can they do?”
Christianity is not a spectator sport. It demands involvement (1 Cor. 15:58, Mat. 25:2426). If one is old enough to obey the Gospel, he
is old enough to labor in the vineyard of Christ.
There are no apprentices in the shop of salvation.
No “try-it-before-you-buy-it” plans for
Christianity. You do not have to be eighteen to

be in the Lord’s army. No visas are needed to
enter His kingdom. Every worker is expected to
use his talents, abilities and opportunities for the
good of the group.
Teenagers Can Obey the Gospel
God is against infant baptism, but He does
want every sinner to come to Him. Too many
think they will become Christians later in life,
but then they never do (Ecc. 12:1). They are
interested as adolescents but disinterested as
adults. Many will be eternally lost because they
decided not to decide (2 The. 1:8). Their tender
hearts said, “Yes” but Satan whispered, “Later.”
And they listened to the serpent.
God wants you in the water (Acts 2:38)! That
is, if you believe that Christ is His Son (John
3:16), are willing to repent (Luke 13:3), and
confess His great name (Rom. 10:9-11). This is
where it all begins. You cannot serve Christ until
you do.
Teenagers Can Worship God
Have you ever stood in the presence of the
governor of a state? Have you been in a room
with the leader of a country? Few have, but each
of us have a much greater privilege each Sunday.
We will stand in the presence of the Maker of
heaven and earth! Teenage Christians are in this
group! Do not ever miss an opportunity to worship God—He deserves the praises of every
voice in the world. Never deny Him His glory
(Heb. 10:25). Young men should be allowed (encouraged) to take leading roles in worship—
teach them to lead singing, preach, work on the
Lord’s Table, and lead prayers.
God expects teenagers (as well as others) to
worship Him reverently (John 4:24). Worship is
no time for talking, passing notes, sleeping, or
cutting up. It is a time when hearts are set on
pleasing God and minds are filled with spiritual
things (Mat. 5:6; Psa. 96:8).
Teenagers Can Live Right
Some adults see the years of youth as a time
to sow wild oats, but sober-minded young people

know better! These years belong to God (Eph.
5:16; 1 Cor. 6:19-20). God expects every one of
His children to give Him a sanctified life (Tit.
2:6, 12; 1 Tim. 4:12, 15-16). At whatever age, it
is time now to be adding the Christian virtues
(2 Pet. 1:5-8) and to incorporate the beautiful
attitudes (Mat. 5:3-10). Sowing wild oats precipitates a harvest that no one wants (Gal. 6:7).
Why have to pray for “crop failure” when there
is a better way?
Teenagers Can Be Involved
With the Local Church
Obviously teenagers are not qualified to do
everything that others might do. Elders and deacons are not taken from teenage classes. But
because one cannot do some things does not
mean he cannot do anything!
There are many things young people can do.
In fact, their energy, free time and zeal allows
them to do more than many adults. Young people
are terrific at door-knocking for meetings and
Vacation Bible Schools. They meet people well,
enjoy working with other teenagers, and especially like the opportunity to do something real
for Christ. Young people are good at visiting,
especially with old people. It does the elderly so
much good to see a young person coming with a
flower or hug. Young Christians are good about
sending cards to the sick and delinquent.
Teenagers are better at bringing their friends
to meetings and regular services than almost all
adults. They can be good soul winners. They
have a wider circle of friends than most adults
and find their friends have more open minds than
many adults. For these reasons young Christians
lead many souls to Christ (Mark 16:15-16).
Young people, you have a bright future in the
church. We treasure the opportunity to help you
grow stronger. Listen closely, learn well, for in
not too many years you will be where we are.
Not very exciting you say? Try it. It might just be
the most challenging thing you will ever do!
P.O. Box 512; Jacksonville, AL 36265

Men lust after men and women lust after women.
Perverted though they be, Christians (male and
female) must not dress in such a fashion as to
encourage their pernicious and ungodly appetites.
We must emphasize that custom does not
determine the definition of modesty. This biblical
principle, along with all of the Gospel, is objective and therefore does not depend upon the customs of society for its meaning. If such were the
case, a clothed person, in violating the custom of
a nudist colony, would be the immodest one and
not the stark naked nudist! There are other
reasons why a woman in 1900 should not have
worn a dress that would be midway between the
ankle and the knee, none of which would have to
do with immodesty. Customs that are not in
violation of Gospel principles, but within themselves support biblical truths are not to be
violated. This is the basis of Paul’s argument in
1 Corinthians 11:3-17. If people in 1900 judged
a woman immodest solely because her dress
length was between her ankle and her knee, their
judgment was based on some other principle than
biblical modesty! A woman in 1900 could be
immodest, though her dress length were customarily acceptable, if she wore it, or it fit her, in
such a way as to create lust in another.
Godly persons are constantly aware and greatly concerned about their influence. Christians,

therefore, do not present their bodies to the world
in such a manner as to create lust in others. The
common swimming, basketball, gymnastic,
exercise, and most leisure attire is designed to be
lascivious. It is advertised as “sexually attractive”
and is worn publicly to accomplish the same.
Godly people will avoid such at all costs. They
will seek to abide by customs that compliment
biblical principles and not the other way around.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
Abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 The.
5:21-22).
When children of God are obstinately
immodest and lascivious, they should be disciplined. If they refuse to repent, they should be
withdrawn from (1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 The. 3:6-15).
We must begin with our children, with the
first clothing they put on (Eph. 6:4). Modesty,
because it is a state of mind, is taught from the
beginning of a child’s life, not after he or she is
“a certain age.” Only when we teach people to
dress their heart with the Gospel will we have
them asking, “Does my manner of dress please
God?” Until then, people will continue to “go as
bare as you dare” as they seek the approval of
society and thereby the condemnation of their
souls.
25403 Lancewood; Spring, TX 77373

What Can I Do as a Young Person
Allen Webster
The finest young people in the world are
associated with churches of Christ. They are
washed in the blood of the Lamb, zealous, dedicated, pure, strong, and faithful (1 John 2:14).
We want you to know that we love you and want
you to “be all you can be” for Christ and His
cause.
God never intended for Christianity to be a
“no” religion. We hear a lot of sermons on what

teenagers cannot do (which is good), but, “What
can they do?”
Christianity is not a spectator sport. It demands involvement (1 Cor. 15:58, Mat. 25:2426). If one is old enough to obey the Gospel, he
is old enough to labor in the vineyard of Christ.
There are no apprentices in the shop of salvation.
No “try-it-before-you-buy-it” plans for
Christianity. You do not have to be eighteen to

be in the Lord’s army. No visas are needed to
enter His kingdom. Every worker is expected to
use his talents, abilities and opportunities for the
good of the group.
Teenagers Can Obey the Gospel
God is against infant baptism, but He does
want every sinner to come to Him. Too many
think they will become Christians later in life,
but then they never do (Ecc. 12:1). They are
interested as adolescents but disinterested as
adults. Many will be eternally lost because they
decided not to decide (2 The. 1:8). Their tender
hearts said, “Yes” but Satan whispered, “Later.”
And they listened to the serpent.
God wants you in the water (Acts 2:38)! That
is, if you believe that Christ is His Son (John
3:16), are willing to repent (Luke 13:3), and
confess His great name (Rom. 10:9-11). This is
where it all begins. You cannot serve Christ until
you do.
Teenagers Can Worship God
Have you ever stood in the presence of the
governor of a state? Have you been in a room
with the leader of a country? Few have, but each
of us have a much greater privilege each Sunday.
We will stand in the presence of the Maker of
heaven and earth! Teenage Christians are in this
group! Do not ever miss an opportunity to worship God—He deserves the praises of every
voice in the world. Never deny Him His glory
(Heb. 10:25). Young men should be allowed (encouraged) to take leading roles in worship—
teach them to lead singing, preach, work on the
Lord’s Table, and lead prayers.
God expects teenagers (as well as others) to
worship Him reverently (John 4:24). Worship is
no time for talking, passing notes, sleeping, or
cutting up. It is a time when hearts are set on
pleasing God and minds are filled with spiritual
things (Mat. 5:6; Psa. 96:8).
Teenagers Can Live Right
Some adults see the years of youth as a time
to sow wild oats, but sober-minded young people

know better! These years belong to God (Eph.
5:16; 1 Cor. 6:19-20). God expects every one of
His children to give Him a sanctified life (Tit.
2:6, 12; 1 Tim. 4:12, 15-16). At whatever age, it
is time now to be adding the Christian virtues
(2 Pet. 1:5-8) and to incorporate the beautiful
attitudes (Mat. 5:3-10). Sowing wild oats precipitates a harvest that no one wants (Gal. 6:7).
Why have to pray for “crop failure” when there
is a better way?
Teenagers Can Be Involved
With the Local Church
Obviously teenagers are not qualified to do
everything that others might do. Elders and deacons are not taken from teenage classes. But
because one cannot do some things does not
mean he cannot do anything!
There are many things young people can do.
In fact, their energy, free time and zeal allows
them to do more than many adults. Young people
are terrific at door-knocking for meetings and
Vacation Bible Schools. They meet people well,
enjoy working with other teenagers, and especially like the opportunity to do something real
for Christ. Young people are good at visiting,
especially with old people. It does the elderly so
much good to see a young person coming with a
flower or hug. Young Christians are good about
sending cards to the sick and delinquent.
Teenagers are better at bringing their friends
to meetings and regular services than almost all
adults. They can be good soul winners. They
have a wider circle of friends than most adults
and find their friends have more open minds than
many adults. For these reasons young Christians
lead many souls to Christ (Mark 16:15-16).
Young people, you have a bright future in the
church. We treasure the opportunity to help you
grow stronger. Listen closely, learn well, for in
not too many years you will be where we are.
Not very exciting you say? Try it. It might just be
the most challenging thing you will ever do!
P.O. Box 512; Jacksonville, AL 36265
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey , Marg e
Williams, and Bill and Kay Hollowell.
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Marilyn Hall in the death of her greatgranddaughter, Savannah LaSasso, who
passed away on June 10, 2005. She was 17
days old. Please keep Marilyn and her
family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
June 22, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
June 29, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Jun 22, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jul 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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NO. 24

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Flesh on Display
David P. Brown
Paul taught Timothy to teach: “In like manner
also, that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety”
(1 Tim. 2:9). Whatever “modest apparel” is, God
explicitly states that women are to “adorn themselves” in it. It is also obvious that “shamefacedness and sobriety” are appropriate attitudinal
qualities to accompany “modest apparel.” We
are, therefore, studying a state of mind or a disposition of heart. The modest attitude of a
woman is noted when she wears “modest apparel” (clothing that reflects that mental state).
“Modest apparel,” as used in 1 Timothy 2:9, is
clothing that can be worn in such a way as to deemphasize the sexual aspects of the body and
thereby not arouse the evil desire of others.
One of the works of the flesh is “lasciviousness” (Gal. 5:19). Lasciviousness means to cause

or produce lust (an inordinate desire). The point
of noting “lasciviousness” just here is to show
that men as well as women are to dress in such a
manner so as not to provoke in others lustful
thoughts. Surely we have not reached the point
where we would affirm that the Scriptures teach
that only women may dress immodestly. Men, as
well as women, may be lascivious.
No doubt, Paul, because of the special physical qualitites of women to appeal to men, emphasized the point of women dressing modestly. But
since men can arouse the sexual desires of
women, they, too, are to have a modest attitude
and manner of life (one void of lasciviousness).
Not only are men and women not to dress immodestly, lest they create lust in the opposite sex,
but men and women must be aware of male and
female homosexuals (Sodomites, Lesbians, etc.).
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey , Marge
Williams, Bill and Kay Hollowell, and
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jul 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Aug 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Aug 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
June 29, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Pierce
July 6, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

JUNE 20, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Brother and Sister Whomever Have
“Snuck” Back into the Church
Tom Bright
Snuck in the title above is in quotation marks
for a purpose. As you well know, this is an
incorrect form of the word “sneak,” but everyone
knows what I mean by this word. Likewise, when
you finish reading this article, you will know
why I chose to use it.
The pattern is the same, regardless of whether
it be north, south, east, or west. Brother and/or
sister Whomever have become slack in their
attendance of the worship services (which implies their slackness in all that pertains to their
Christian living), maybe one or both have quit
attending altogether for a period of time. Encouragement from faithful brethren does no good,
they persist in following this path. Concern is

shown, prayers are offered on their behalf, but
nothing seems to help the situation.
One day we notice that they are attending
more regularly. As the weeks and months progress, their “faithfulness” grows. By the time
several weeks have elapsed, maybe even a year
or two, we wake up to the fact that they are
regarded as regular again. She is now a teacher in
the Bible class program, he is used regularly in
the distribution of the elements of the Lord’s
supper, used to lead prayers, leading singing,
teach a class, etc.
But, wait a minute! We begin to think back;
have brother and/or sister Whomever, in any
way, ever acknowledged the sin of forsaking the

assembly? Have either admitted the unfaithfulness of several months ago? Has any remorse
been shown for their desertion of the only way
that is right? The answer is obvious, indeed they
have not! You see, they have been allowed to
“sneak back into the church.”
Brother and/or sister Whomever are guilty of
sin. Time has not “taken care” of what they have
done. All of the “good works” they have done
since their return to “faithfulness” has not
“earned” them forgiveness of those sins, such
actions have not overturned the damage done by
them in that period of time when they totally
disregarded the way of righteousness.
I think that it is sad that such has been
allowed in the New Testament church. Is it because we are more interested in numbers than
Truth? Is it because we do not want to “hurt their
feelings”? Is it the case we are more concerned
about what they feel than what God thinks about
the matter? Do we think that God has accepted
them back into His divine favor? Are we ready to
affirm that if they die in such a situation, that
they will hear, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few

things, I will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Mat. 25:21)?
When a person sins before God, the only way
he can be forgiven is for him to repent. Paul
commanded, “And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph.
4:32). Has God ever forgiven a sinner who has
not repented?
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us all
join hands and walk together under the bloodstained banner of the Lord. May we be deeply
concerned with those of “like precious faith”
who have wandered astray, always speaking the
truth in love, yet pointing out that sin unrepented
of is sin unforgiven. Let us strive to be patient,
yet steadfast, in kindly showing that such actions
are not only sin against God, but the blood
bought body of Christ has been stained by such
actions.
So let us have the strength and courage to say
as did David, “I have sinned against the LORD”
(2 Sam. 12:13), and not try to “sneak back into
the church.”
1620 Fuller Road; Dyersburg, TN 38024

The Old Order Amish
Royce Williamson
The Mennonites and the Amish rose up out of
the Protestant Reformation and find their roots in
a man named Conrad Grebel who left Romanism
and established the first congregation in January
of 1525, in Zurich, Switzerland. They did not
hold to the doctrine of infant baptism, and rebaptized their members. Thus they were known
as “Anabaptists” (Rebaptizers). In 1534, Obbe
Philips organized the first Anbaptist congregation in Holland. Shortly thereafter a Catholic
priest, Menno Simmons, was converted and
quickly became a major leader in the church, and
changed its name in about 1550. However, in

Holland, to this day, they are called “Doopers”
(equivalent to our English word “Baptists”). The
Baptist church of today owes, at least in part, its
own existence to the Anabaptists.
It was not until 1693, in a division over the
meaning of 1 Corinthians 5:11 that the Amish
church was born. Jacob Amman was Swiss born
and believed that when a brother sinned he was
to be put out of the fellowship and absolutely
abstained from in every area of life until he
repented. The Mennonites did not believe in the
“absolute shunning” of the fallen brother.
This brings us to some of the teachings of The

Old Order Amish.
First, let us deal with the Amish belief that
we can have absolutely no contact with an erring
brother. While church discipline is clearly taught
in the Scriptures, the doctrine of absolute shunning is in sharp contradiction to other Bible
teachings. Galatians 6:1 tells us, “Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted.” If 1 Corinthians 5:11 teaches absolute
shunning, how can we restore the erring member? If the trespass committed by a brother is
personal, we are told to first go to him, then if
necessary take two or three with us, and if that
does not work, take it before the church (Mat.
18:15-17). James 5:20 tells us that the personal
contact with the sinner is what will convert him
from the error of his ways.
Second, the Amish are “separationists.” They
believe that passages like Romans 12:2 and
Ephesians 6:17 restricts their participation with
the world in such a way as to not allow permanent ties to the outside world. They can have
no electrical lines, telephone lines, water lines or
natural gas lines leading into their homes, farms,
or businesses. They are not allowed to own a
motorized vehicle. But in recent years they have
relaxed some of these restrictions. For example,
a businessman can now have a telephone, but it
must not be placed in the house. It must be put in
a booth far enough away from the house so that
it cannot be heard in the house when it rings.
They establish specified times that someone calls
pertinent to their business dealings. Additionally,
they are allowed to have a non-Amish neighbor
transport them in a car or truck in the case of an
emergency. This is quite inconsistent with their
separationist views. They cannot be tied to the
world with modern conveniences, but they can
use them when it suits their needs.
Nowhere are we told to adopt such a doctrine.

In fact, we are told to go into all the world and
teach the Gospel of Christ to lost souls. The
mode of transportation is optional. Furthermore,
in the Lord’s prayer of John 17 we learn that
Jesus realized that His people must live in the
world, not out of it.
Third, their assemblies, leadership, and how
they “ordain” their ministers do not meet
scriptural standards. A congregation will have
two preachers (nothing wrong with that), but
only one deacon, and only one bishop (elder)
who will direct two congregations. The Bible
teaches of a plurality of elders, never one elder
over a congregation. Add to this the fact that
elders were to be appointed over only one congregation, not two (Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5). They
also use Acts 1:26 and the casting of lots to
decide who is to be appointed as their preachers.
This was a divinely guided method used by the
apostles to select Judas’ replacement to the
apostles number, not a local preacher.
Finally, we see a problem in their worship
services. They only meet every other Sunday.
The (one) bishop must attend the services. Since
he is responsible for two congregations, he cannot be in two communities at once. However, as
we know, the New Testament teaches that the
disciples met on the first day of the week. Brethren, every week has a first day thus they also
forgo the weekly participation in the Lord’s Supper and contribution (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).
While much of their lifestyle and many of
their moral principles are to be admired, it is
clear that the Amish are not what the Lord would
have His church to be. Like many of the religious
bodies, their values are good, but they do not
pattern their worship of God after the New
Testament. As with other man-made churches,
their worship is vain because they teach the
doctrines of men (Mat. 15:9).
P.O. Box 1255; Taylor, TX 76574
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been shown for their desertion of the only way
that is right? The answer is obvious, indeed they
have not! You see, they have been allowed to
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Brother and/or sister Whomever are guilty of
sin. Time has not “taken care” of what they have
done. All of the “good works” they have done
since their return to “faithfulness” has not
“earned” them forgiveness of those sins, such
actions have not overturned the damage done by
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disregarded the way of righteousness.
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of is sin unforgiven. Let us strive to be patient,
yet steadfast, in kindly showing that such actions
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of 1525, in Zurich, Switzerland. They did not
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as “Anabaptists” (Rebaptizers). In 1534, Obbe
Philips organized the first Anbaptist congregation in Holland. Shortly thereafter a Catholic
priest, Menno Simmons, was converted and
quickly became a major leader in the church, and
changed its name in about 1550. However, in
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meaning of 1 Corinthians 5:11 that the Amish
church was born. Jacob Amman was Swiss born
and believed that when a brother sinned he was
to be put out of the fellowship and absolutely
abstained from in every area of life until he
repented. The Mennonites did not believe in the
“absolute shunning” of the fallen brother.
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in the Scriptures, the doctrine of absolute shunning is in sharp contradiction to other Bible
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from the error of his ways.
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believe that passages like Romans 12:2 and
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the world in such a way as to not allow permanent ties to the outside world. They can have
no electrical lines, telephone lines, water lines or
natural gas lines leading into their homes, farms,
or businesses. They are not allowed to own a
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relaxed some of these restrictions. For example,
a businessman can now have a telephone, but it
must not be placed in the house. It must be put in
a booth far enough away from the house so that
it cannot be heard in the house when it rings.
They establish specified times that someone calls
pertinent to their business dealings. Additionally,
they are allowed to have a non-Amish neighbor
transport them in a car or truck in the case of an
emergency. This is quite inconsistent with their
separationist views. They cannot be tied to the
world with modern conveniences, but they can
use them when it suits their needs.
Nowhere are we told to adopt such a doctrine.

In fact, we are told to go into all the world and
teach the Gospel of Christ to lost souls. The
mode of transportation is optional. Furthermore,
in the Lord’s prayer of John 17 we learn that
Jesus realized that His people must live in the
world, not out of it.
Third, their assemblies, leadership, and how
they “ordain” their ministers do not meet
scriptural standards. A congregation will have
two preachers (nothing wrong with that), but
only one deacon, and only one bishop (elder)
who will direct two congregations. The Bible
teaches of a plurality of elders, never one elder
over a congregation. Add to this the fact that
elders were to be appointed over only one congregation, not two (Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5). They
also use Acts 1:26 and the casting of lots to
decide who is to be appointed as their preachers.
This was a divinely guided method used by the
apostles to select Judas’ replacement to the
apostles number, not a local preacher.
Finally, we see a problem in their worship
services. They only meet every other Sunday.
The (one) bishop must attend the services. Since
he is responsible for two congregations, he cannot be in two communities at once. However, as
we know, the New Testament teaches that the
disciples met on the first day of the week. Brethren, every week has a first day thus they also
forgo the weekly participation in the Lord’s Supper and contribution (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).
While much of their lifestyle and many of
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P.O. Box 1255; Taylor, TX 76574
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey , Marge
Williams, Bill and Kay Hollowell, and
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
Jun 29, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Jul 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment
cards handed out.
Jul 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Jul 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Jul 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Aug 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
Aug 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
Aug 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
Aug 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at
7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
June 29, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Pierce
July 6, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

JUNE 20, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy,
Richard Parker
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Brother and Sister Whomever Have
“Snuck” Back into the Church
Tom Bright
Snuck in the title above is in quotation marks
for a purpose. As you well know, this is an
incorrect form of the word “sneak,” but everyone
knows what I mean by this word. Likewise, when
you finish reading this article, you will know
why I chose to use it.
The pattern is the same, regardless of whether
it be north, south, east, or west. Brother and/or
sister Whomever have become slack in their
attendance of the worship services (which implies their slackness in all that pertains to their
Christian living), maybe one or both have quit
attending altogether for a period of time. Encouragement from faithful brethren does no good,
they persist in following this path. Concern is

shown, prayers are offered on their behalf, but
nothing seems to help the situation.
One day we notice that they are attending
more regularly. As the weeks and months progress, their “faithfulness” grows. By the time
several weeks have elapsed, maybe even a year
or two, we wake up to the fact that they are
regarded as regular again. She is now a teacher in
the Bible class program, he is used regularly in
the distribution of the elements of the Lord’s
supper, used to lead prayers, leading singing,
teach a class, etc.
But, wait a minute! We begin to think back;
have brother and/or sister Whomever, in any
way, ever acknowledged the sin of forsaking the
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Marge Williams, and Marie
Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
July 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
July 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.

New Arrival
Our congratulations is extended to Floy
Dell Lindesmith in the birth of her greatgrandson, Trevor Maurice Day, born on
June 20 to Christy and Maurice Day. He
weighed 9 lbs. 5 oz. and was 20 inches
long.
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Reading/Invitation
July 6, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
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What Are the Priorities in the Home?
Wendell Winkler
1. When we are early to the game, but late for
worship?
2. When we see our children do their homework but never check to see if Bible lessons are
completed?
3. When they cannot stay up late on school
nights lest it infringe upon their school work, but
they can stay up and watch the “late show” on
Saturday night, though they will be attending
Bible school and worship the next morning?
4. We will not let them miss school even
though they do not want to attend but we cater to
their whims and let them miss Bible classes and
worship?
5. We know the names of their public school
teachers but we cannot call the names of all their
Bible class teachers at church?

6. We will serve as home room mother or
president of the P.T.A. at the public schools, but
what about helping with a function in Bible
classes?
7. We attend their public school open house,
but not open house on the last day of V.B.S.?
8. We would never schedule vacations so as
to make them miss public school, but what about
V.B.S. and Gospel meetings.
9. They see us go to work even though we do
not feel too well, but stay at home from church
under the same circumstances?
10. They see us look and study their school
work, but seldom pay any attention at all to their
handwork brought home from Bible classes?
Yes with such situations prevailing, what
priorities are being established in the hearts of

our children?
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Pro.
22:6). “And, ye fathers, provoke not your chil-

dren to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
We show what is important to us by what we
do!
Copied

What Will it Take For One to Rise
and Stand in the Gap?
Marvin Weir
If elders, preachers, and all who consider
themselves to be Christians so desired, they
could learn from faithful Old Testament
prophets. Ezekiel is such a prophet, and God on
one occasion said to him:
Son of man, say unto her, Thou art a land
that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the
day of indignation. There is a conspiracy
of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a
roaring lion ravening the prey: they have
devoured souls; they take treasure and
precious things; they have made her
widows many in the midst thereof. Her
priests have done violence to my law, and
have profaned my holy things: they have
made no distinction between the holy and
the common, neither have they caused
men to discern between the unclean and
the clean, and have hid their eyes from my
sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.
Her princes in the midst thereof are like
wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood,
and to destroy souls, that they may get
dishonest gain. And her prophets have
daubed for them with untempered mortar,
seeing false visions, and divining lies unto
them, saying, Thus saith the Lord
Jehovah, when Jehovah hath not spoken.
The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery; yea, they

have vexed the poor and needy, and have
oppressed the sojourner wrongfully (Eze.
22:24-29).
Notice what God said was happening among
His people. First, they were a land not cleansed.
Second, they devoured souls. Third, the priests
did violence to the law of God. Fourth, the
priests profaned holy things and made no distinction between the holy and common. Fifth,
people were not made to discern between the
clean and the unclean. Sixth, the princes in their
midst were like wolves ravening their prey.
Seventh, the prophets were seeing false visions
and telling lies to the people.
As we contemplate history repeating itself, let
us take note of what is occurring far too often
today in congregations calling themselves
churches of Christ.
First, many congregations willingly tolerate
and fellowship fellow members who are not
clean from sin. What is referred to are those who
live in open sin and refuse to repent. The sin of
adultery is a case in point. So many today are
living in adulterous marriages while elders,
preachers, and other members extend the right
hand of fellowship. Such a situation should never
be tolerated among God’s people!
Second, souls are devoured today by those
who teach what the Bible does not teach and
refuse to teach what the Bible teaches. The ma-

jority of those who call themselves elders today
have abandoned their charge to “feed the church”
(Acts 20:28). What is allowed to take place in
many congregations today is an absolute disgrace. Denominational programs and gimmicks
are in great demand, and serious Bible study is in
short supply. Souls are being devoured while
those who are supposed to be shepherds cater to
what the flock desires.
Third, so-called preachers are allowed to do
untold violence to the Word of God. Why, brethren, why? Never have so many uncertain sounds
been allowed to spew forth from those who
should be setting forth the Word of life! Do
people not study the Bible for themselves anymore? Why are so many so content to allow false
teaching to go unchallenged? Is it lack of
backbone or do they just not care?
Why give the time of day to one who says
that he feels that God has laid it on his heart to
tell you something? God has told us what He
would have us to know in His inspired Word
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). Where does the Bible teach
that when one comes forward confessing sin and
seeking restoration that a crowd of friends are to
accompany him? Where does the Bible teach that
one should come forward and confess his joys,

successes, etc.?
Fourth, that which is sacred and holy is being
profaned today and no distinction is made
between the holy and the common. God is to be
worshiped in spirit and in truth (John 4:24) and
not according to the feelings of man. Man-made
innovations are common and a dime a dozen.
Where is the respect for a “thus saith the Lord”?
Fifth, brethren are not being challenged with
what is right and what is wrong. The all-grace,
all-love concept many have adopted does not
justify wrongdoing.
Sixth, why are false teachers (ravening
wolves) allowed to teach or preach to God’s
people? God’s truth is always undermined when
a false teacher is allowed to unleash his false
teaching. Never invite wolves to the sheep pen!
Seventh, false visions, and lies abound today.
This is what occurs when people fail to demand
book, chapter, and verse preaching. Drama
tickles feelings; the Bible builds faith!
God sought for a man to stand the gap so the
people might not be destroyed but there was none
(Eze. 22:30).
Are you willing to rise and stand on God’s
truths?
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

Questions to Consider When Selecting
Friends and Choosing a Date
Barry M. Grider
1. How will this person affect my behavior?
2. Will this person encourage or discourage
me spiritually?
3. What will others think about my friendship
with this person?
4. Am I willing to sacrifice for this person?
5. Is this person willing to change for the

better?
6. Am I concentrating on the inside or the
outside of the person?
7. Will this person help me go to heaven?
“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt
good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33).
3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd; Memphis, TN 38125
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Marge Williams, and Marie
Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 3, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
July 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
July 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.

New Arrival
Our congratulations is extended to Floy
Dell Lindesmith in the birth of her greatgrandson, Trevor Maurice Day, born on
June 20 to Christy and Maurice Day. He
weighed 9 lbs. 5 oz. and was 20 inches
long.
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10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.
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DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Are the Priorities in the Home?
Wendell Winkler
1. When we are early to the game, but late for
worship?
2. When we see our children do their homework but never check to see if Bible lessons are
completed?
3. When they cannot stay up late on school
nights lest it infringe upon their school work, but
they can stay up and watch the “late show” on
Saturday night, though they will be attending
Bible school and worship the next morning?
4. We will not let them miss school even
though they do not want to attend but we cater to
their whims and let them miss Bible classes and
worship?
5. We know the names of their public school
teachers but we cannot call the names of all their
Bible class teachers at church?

6. We will serve as home room mother or
president of the P.T.A. at the public schools, but
what about helping with a function in Bible
classes?
7. We attend their public school open house,
but not open house on the last day of V.B.S.?
8. We would never schedule vacations so as
to make them miss public school, but what about
V.B.S. and Gospel meetings.
9. They see us go to work even though we do
not feel too well, but stay at home from church
under the same circumstances?
10. They see us look and study their school
work, but seldom pay any attention at all to their
handwork brought home from Bible classes?
Yes with such situations prevailing, what
priorities are being established in the hearts of
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Reading/Invitation
July 13, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Henry Born
July 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
July 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 25, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.
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MINISTER:
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Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
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Putting Things in Their Proper Place
Tom Wacaster
Most of us can relate to what I am about to
say, because no matter what occupation you
might be in, there is a need somewhere in your
life to put things in their proper place. Living
spaces become cluttered, dirty dishes stack up,
garages get filled up with the “stuff” we collect
over the years, and paper work never seems to
end, whether at home or on the job. Occasionally
we might visit someone who seems to have their
house or office in perfect order, with every thing
in its place. That, of course, is the exception, not
the rule. Those of you who have seen my office
know that my desk (along with the table behind
my desk, the top of my file cabinet, and the floor)
usually has a pile of paper and books to be put in
their proper place. I do my best to keep things
from getting out of hand, though from time to

time I have to make a special effort to get the
desk cleared so I can start another stack of stuff
to file later. I have known some preachers who
never filed anything. The stack of papers and
books on their desk makes mine look like the
Kalahari desert. In fact, on one occasion I stopped by to visit a fellow preacher, and when I sat
down in the chair provided for visitors, I literally
could not see him behind his desk. He had to
move his chair to the edge of his desk so we
could visit. I have often heard that a cluttered
desk is the sign of a cluttered mind. I try to avoid
the extreme realizing that very possibly an empty
desk is the sign of an empty mind; so I try to
strike a happy medium. Most of us realize that
the key to proper organization is putting things in
their proper place. Procrastination is one culprit

that hinders us along the way. We drop our coats
on the floor when we come through the door;
tools are left on the floor or shelf; paper work
stacked rather than filed away. Pressing matters
drive us to declare, “I’ll get to that in just a
minute.” The minute turns to an hour, and the
hours flee by. Before we know it, the simple
becomes difficult, and that little job has become
one enormous burden.
Another culprit is misplaced priorities.
Television beckons us to sit and enjoy an evening
of relaxation and entertainment, and the call from
the kitchen or desktop goes unheeded. And last
of all, there is the mind set which says, “I just
don’t care.” Some folks are not bothered in the
least with that pile of dishes or the stack of paper
work. Apathy arrests our activity and indifference clogs our initiative. These three thieves
of procrastination, misplaced priorities, and
apathy keep us in constant disarray and keep us
from putting things in their proper place. We can,
and often do, wink at cluttered desks, dirty kitchens, and/or disorderly garages, but when it
comes to the spiritual man, these three thieves
become murderers.
Many a soul will be lost for the simple reason

that they failed to put things in their proper place,
spiritually speaking. Procrastination keeps us
from Bible study and prayer. “I’ll get to my study
after....” But after never comes, the “minutes”
turn to hours, the hours to months and years, and
eventually time brings on eternity—and we never
took the time to put spiritual things in their
proper place.
Misplaced priorities put church activities on
the back burner and ball games and business in
the forefront. That “once-in-a-life” opportunity
takes precedence over the really important
things, and rather than seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness (Mat. 6:33), we are
drawn into the whirlpool of worldly cares and
concerns and never get around to the things that
are really important. Eventually apathy robs us of
concern and leaves us indifferent to those things
that really matter; those things that are eternal,
not temporal. We reach the point where we can
no longer be touched by the tender pleas of our
heavenly Father, His Word falling on deaf ears
and hardened hearts. How sad that many a soul
will hear his eternal doom for the simple reason
that he failed to put things in their proper place.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Guess Who Got the Bigger Closet?
Jason Rollo
Recently, my wife and I moved into a new
house. The master bedroom happened to have
two closets. One was small and the other was
rather large. Guess who got the bigger closet?
You guessed right—it was my wife! Yes, I am
the head of my house, but as such, I am to love
my wife as Christ loved the church (Eph. 5:2325). No, giving your wife the bigger closet is not
the fulfillment of husbandly responsibility, but it
does serve as a fitting illustration. Husbands need
to rule their houses as God dictates. Let us con-

sider the role of the husband.
The Husband is the Physical Leader
The Bible makes it very clear that the husband is the leader in the home. Ephesians 5:2224 declares, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every
thing.” 1 Peter 3:6 tells us: “Sara obeyed

Abraham, calling him lord.” A few verses earlier
Peter penned, “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands” (1 Pet. 3:1). Without question the Bible declares that the husband
is the head of the wife. Conventions, women
liberation movements, protests, and the like do
not change this fact. However, this does not
mean that a husband is allowed to mistreat and
“run over” his wife.
Even though the husband is the head of the
wife, he is required to treat his bride like a queen.
Ephesians 5:25ff says, “Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it;...So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his
wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated
his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the church:...let every one of
you in particular so love his wife even as himself.” Likewise, Colossians 3:19 states, “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against
them.” Scripture is clear regarding the manner in
which a husband is to guide his wife—he is to do
so with love and concern (1 Cor. 13:1-8; Eph.
4:32).
Furthermore, the godly husband should, provide for his family’s physical needs. Genesis
3:17-18 forever settles this matter regarding who
the bread winner should be. Yes, this passage is
the Old Testament, but the principle laid down
therein carries over into the New Testament
(1 Tim. 2). Notice, I did not say it is inherently
wrong for a woman to work for such is contrary
to Scripture (Pro. 31:10ff; Acts 16:14; 18:3). If it
is intrinsically sinful for a woman to work, then
how could an unmarried lady or widow provide
for themselves? No, it is not always sinful for a
woman to work—but if such conflicts with her
God-given responsibility it is sinful! It is the
husbands primary responsibility to provide for
his family’s needs. The main role of the wife is

one of guiding the home (1 Tim. 2:9ff; 5:14; Tit.
2:4-5). The reason many wives work (and particularly I am speaking of women with young
children) is because of money. After all, there is
the house payment, car payment, boat payment,
etc., that are due! Please do not misunderstand
me, I am not condemning all working women.
However, when a married woman with young
children is working outside the home as much or
more than her husband something is seriously
wrong. Men need to take care of their roles so
that their dear wives can fulfill theirs. God’s way
is always best.
The Husband is the Spiritual Leader
Not only does the husband have a leadership
role in the physical realm, he also has this obligation in the spiritual realm as well. Ephesians
6:4 reads, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” The terms
nurture and admonition carry with them the idea
of “teaching, instruction, training and discipline.”
All of this is to be motivated by proper love.
Actually, mom may do a lot of this “training”
(after all she is usually with the children more),
but it is up to dad to make sure it gets done. As
the old saying goes, dad, “the buck stops with
you.” Husbands, ask yourselves:
1. When is the last time I conducted a Bible
study or had a devotional with my family at
home?
2. When is the last time I have asked my children
what they learned in Bible class?
3. When is the last time I have discussed or
studied spiritual things with my wife?
Husbands have an awesome responsibility. In
their hands rest the precious souls of their family.
May God help all husbands to guide their families in the way of righteousness (Psa. 127:1).
357 McDonald St; Fairfield, TX 75840
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will hear his eternal doom for the simple reason
that he failed to put things in their proper place.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Guess Who Got the Bigger Closet?
Jason Rollo
Recently, my wife and I moved into a new
house. The master bedroom happened to have
two closets. One was small and the other was
rather large. Guess who got the bigger closet?
You guessed right—it was my wife! Yes, I am
the head of my house, but as such, I am to love
my wife as Christ loved the church (Eph. 5:2325). No, giving your wife the bigger closet is not
the fulfillment of husbandly responsibility, but it
does serve as a fitting illustration. Husbands need
to rule their houses as God dictates. Let us con-

sider the role of the husband.
The Husband is the Physical Leader
The Bible makes it very clear that the husband is the leader in the home. Ephesians 5:2224 declares, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every
thing.” 1 Peter 3:6 tells us: “Sara obeyed

Abraham, calling him lord.” A few verses earlier
Peter penned, “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands” (1 Pet. 3:1). Without question the Bible declares that the husband
is the head of the wife. Conventions, women
liberation movements, protests, and the like do
not change this fact. However, this does not
mean that a husband is allowed to mistreat and
“run over” his wife.
Even though the husband is the head of the
wife, he is required to treat his bride like a queen.
Ephesians 5:25ff says, “Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it;...So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his
wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated
his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the church:...let every one of
you in particular so love his wife even as himself.” Likewise, Colossians 3:19 states, “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against
them.” Scripture is clear regarding the manner in
which a husband is to guide his wife—he is to do
so with love and concern (1 Cor. 13:1-8; Eph.
4:32).
Furthermore, the godly husband should, provide for his family’s physical needs. Genesis
3:17-18 forever settles this matter regarding who
the bread winner should be. Yes, this passage is
the Old Testament, but the principle laid down
therein carries over into the New Testament
(1 Tim. 2). Notice, I did not say it is inherently
wrong for a woman to work for such is contrary
to Scripture (Pro. 31:10ff; Acts 16:14; 18:3). If it
is intrinsically sinful for a woman to work, then
how could an unmarried lady or widow provide
for themselves? No, it is not always sinful for a
woman to work—but if such conflicts with her
God-given responsibility it is sinful! It is the
husbands primary responsibility to provide for
his family’s needs. The main role of the wife is

one of guiding the home (1 Tim. 2:9ff; 5:14; Tit.
2:4-5). The reason many wives work (and particularly I am speaking of women with young
children) is because of money. After all, there is
the house payment, car payment, boat payment,
etc., that are due! Please do not misunderstand
me, I am not condemning all working women.
However, when a married woman with young
children is working outside the home as much or
more than her husband something is seriously
wrong. Men need to take care of their roles so
that their dear wives can fulfill theirs. God’s way
is always best.
The Husband is the Spiritual Leader
Not only does the husband have a leadership
role in the physical realm, he also has this obligation in the spiritual realm as well. Ephesians
6:4 reads, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” The terms
nurture and admonition carry with them the idea
of “teaching, instruction, training and discipline.”
All of this is to be motivated by proper love.
Actually, mom may do a lot of this “training”
(after all she is usually with the children more),
but it is up to dad to make sure it gets done. As
the old saying goes, dad, “the buck stops with
you.” Husbands, ask yourselves:
1. When is the last time I conducted a Bible
study or had a devotional with my family at
home?
2. When is the last time I have asked my children
what they learned in Bible class?
3. When is the last time I have discussed or
studied spiritual things with my wife?
Husbands have an awesome responsibility. In
their hands rest the precious souls of their family.
May God help all husbands to guide their families in the way of righteousness (Psa. 127:1).
357 McDonald St; Fairfield, TX 75840
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Sick
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Hollowell, Marge Williams, Bill and Iris
Gallaher, and Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s
mother).
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Reading/Invitation
July 13, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Henry Born
July 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 10, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2 assignment cards handed out.
July 17, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 25, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Putting Things in Their Proper Place
Tom Wacaster
Most of us can relate to what I am about to
say, because no matter what occupation you
might be in, there is a need somewhere in your
life to put things in their proper place. Living
spaces become cluttered, dirty dishes stack up,
garages get filled up with the “stuff” we collect
over the years, and paper work never seems to
end, whether at home or on the job. Occasionally
we might visit someone who seems to have their
house or office in perfect order, with every thing
in its place. That, of course, is the exception, not
the rule. Those of you who have seen my office
know that my desk (along with the table behind
my desk, the top of my file cabinet, and the floor)
usually has a pile of paper and books to be put in
their proper place. I do my best to keep things
from getting out of hand, though from time to

time I have to make a special effort to get the
desk cleared so I can start another stack of stuff
to file later. I have known some preachers who
never filed anything. The stack of papers and
books on their desk makes mine look like the
Kalahari desert. In fact, on one occasion I stopped by to visit a fellow preacher, and when I sat
down in the chair provided for visitors, I literally
could not see him behind his desk. He had to
move his chair to the edge of his desk so we
could visit. I have often heard that a cluttered
desk is the sign of a cluttered mind. I try to avoid
the extreme realizing that very possibly an empty
desk is the sign of an empty mind; so I try to
strike a happy medium. Most of us realize that
the key to proper organization is putting things in
their proper place. Procrastination is one culprit
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Reading/Invitation
July 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Paul Brantley
July 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
July 17, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 24, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 25, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The True Needs of Our Young People
Bob Patterson
In dealing with this question, immediately
what comes to my mind is the great number of
those within the church who have and continue to
promote the idea that the church is to be a recreational center which will keep our children
occupied by providing various kinds of activities
and recreation. So often we hear the cry, “What
we need is a youth minister!” Over the weeks,
months, and years that bulletins have passed
across my desk, it has become very apparent
many time this turns out to be a ministry of pizza
parties, trips to Six Flags, cook-outs, bowling,
canoeing and ski trips—and, the “youth minister”
is a “glorified baby-sitter” for the parents who
have vacated their parental responsibility and left
it in the hands of one who is usually just out of
his teenage years himself. Brethren, is this really

what our young people need?
In considering the needs of our young people,
let me suggest these areas for your consideration:
1. Our children need godly homes/parents!
The apostle Paul, in Ephesians 6:4, lays upon the
father the responsibility in the home environment, to see that the children are brought up “in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Even
under Moses’ law the instruction was given concerning the laws of God: “thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children” (Deu. 6:7). As
fathers and mothers, we must recognize that the
greatest impact in the lives of our children in
leading them toward heaven will come from
godly parents. On the other hand, if that responsibility is neglected, vacated, or left to someone
else, it may very well result in pushing our

children toward a Godless eternity!
2. Our children need love! Our society is
characterized by an “always be positive” posture.
When it comes to our children, they do not always need our approval, and very often proper
love for them on the part of parents will result in
their discipline rather than approval (Heb. 12:511). True biblical love is not weak, permissive,
or tolerant of wrong. All parents must recognize
that our children need love, and must have love
in the Biblical way and measure!
3. Our children need the right examples before them! In noting the faith which was in
Timothy, Paul then says, “which dwelt first in
thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;
and I am persuaded that in thee also” (2 Tim.
1:5). No one can doubt the influence that these
two women had upon Timothy as they taught and
lived that truth before him. Every member of the
body of Christ has the privilege of teaching and
living the truth as we walk wisely before all
(Eph. 5:15-16; Col. 4:5). Our children not only
need to be taught the truth, but that truth is to be
supported by parents allowing their children to
see the truth applied and lived out in their daily
lives. This is so vital as parents “train up a child
in the way he should go” (Pro. 22:6).
4. Our children need a sense of responsibility! Needless to say, there is no one else in a
better position than parents to provide respon-

sibility for their children. It is part of training a
child as they are brought up “in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Certainly,
age and maturity must be a consideration as responsibilities are placed before them. Nevertheless, responsibility before God, in the home,
toward authority, and in regard to fellow man
must be taught (Mat. 22:37-39; Col. 3:20; Rom.
13:1-7; Gal. 6:10).
5. Our children need to have personal faith
in the Word of God! In Romans 10:17 we read,
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.” There is no exception to that!
Faith and the matter of conviction are not (and
will not be) the result of hot dogs, ski trips, and
ball games! There is nothing that can take the
place of Bible instruction and personal study for
providing that which spiritually benefits anyone
(John 8:32; Tit. 2:11-12; Jam. 1:21; 1 Pet. 2:2).
Our children need to hear, know, and understand
“what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17)!
I am afraid that we, in the church, are beginning to pay dearly because of the failure on our
part to provide what our children truly need. As
we look over this list of needs concerning our
children, may each of us determine that we are
going to do all we can to insure that every one of
these areas will be given the proper attention.
P.O. Box 1107; Goldwaite, TX 76844

Satisfied
Bob Howton
It is remarkable how large a part ignorance plays
in making a man satisfied with himself (14,000
Quips and Quotes, E. C. McKenzie).
My wife and I were in a local mall the other
day, and had gotten a bit tired from the spirited
pace we had set for our walking. We sat down
for a brief respite, and were surprised when an

acquaintance from several years back came over
and began talking. This man had dropped out of
“Church” many years earlier, when his wife
abandoned him and their small children, for another man whom she had met. They were withdrawn from by the local church.
We spent a few minutes talking over the old

times, and then began entreating him to come to
East Pointe to get his life right with God. He was
evasive, but later stated that his prayers had been
answered! We found out that this meant his
estranged wife was going to give him another
chance. (?) Remember the word ignorance in the
quip from above? It never fit better than in this
situation. Only ignorance would allow him to
think that God would hear his prayers! “Now we
know that God heareth not sinners” (John 9:31).
Then, mystery of mysteries, the wife who had
abandoned him and the church walked up. We
greeted her and began immediately trying to get
her to say that they would come and get their
lives right with God. This time, there was no
evasive talk! She stated quickly, and flatly “I’m
perfectly satisfied where I’m going and we’ll be
going there, when we start!” (She had started
attending a denominational group, and that’s
what she was referencing.)
This reminds me of wayward Israel. They left
Jehovah, ridiculed the Prophets, abandoned
everything they knew to be right, and began an

association with the heathens about them which
finally found them bowing down to dumb idols.
This eventually brought them to spiritual ruin.
Day in and day out, the faithful prophets delivered the Word of God to them, but they turned
deaf ears and blind eyes to everything they saw
and heard. Theirs was a society very much like
ours today. Everyone wants to do their own
thing, and no one wants to be corrected, or impeded in their way of looking at things.
Esaias the Prophet described a people (Israel)
who had heard and knew God’s Will for them.
Yet, they stiffened their neck and raised their
heads, and went their own way! Listen to his
pitiful plea to this rebellious generation: “O that
thou hadst hearkened to my commandments!
then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea” (Isa. 48:18).
Would you say that this woman is stiffnecked, or
rebellious? She probably is, but really, she is
mainly ignorant like brother McKenzie’s quip
indicates.
10990 Country Haven; Cottondale, AL 35453

Questions on Immodesty
No less than seventeen times the Bible commands us to be “sober,” “sober minded” or to
continue in “sobriety.” These words are defined
as “sound judgment,” exercising “self-control”
and “curbing one’s desires and impulses”
(Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament; p. 613).
One can be sober in deciding how they are
going to be dressed in public by asking the following questions.
1. If we could send pictures to heaven, would
I pose in this garment, then send the picture to
Christ?
2. Would Jesus be ashamed of me in this
attire?
3. If I had a choice of dress at the day of

judgment would I feel this to be appropriate?
4. 1 Timothy 5:22 says, “keep thyself pure”
—does this garment promote and portray purity?
5. Does my clothing cause me to be spiritually minded or worldly minded?
6. Does this clothing conform to the pattern
set in Philippians 4:8? (Will others think true,
honorable, just, pure, lovely, good, virtuous, and
praiseworthy things about me?)
7. If the most respected person I know were
coming to visit me, would I want to be dressed
like this?
8. Does this swim suit, shorts, or tight fitting
garment have an effect on the opposite sex?
9. What kind of influence do I have wearing
this?
Author Unknown

children toward a Godless eternity!
2. Our children need love! Our society is
characterized by an “always be positive” posture.
When it comes to our children, they do not always need our approval, and very often proper
love for them on the part of parents will result in
their discipline rather than approval (Heb. 12:511). True biblical love is not weak, permissive,
or tolerant of wrong. All parents must recognize
that our children need love, and must have love
in the Biblical way and measure!
3. Our children need the right examples before them! In noting the faith which was in
Timothy, Paul then says, “which dwelt first in
thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;
and I am persuaded that in thee also” (2 Tim.
1:5). No one can doubt the influence that these
two women had upon Timothy as they taught and
lived that truth before him. Every member of the
body of Christ has the privilege of teaching and
living the truth as we walk wisely before all
(Eph. 5:15-16; Col. 4:5). Our children not only
need to be taught the truth, but that truth is to be
supported by parents allowing their children to
see the truth applied and lived out in their daily
lives. This is so vital as parents “train up a child
in the way he should go” (Pro. 22:6).
4. Our children need a sense of responsibility! Needless to say, there is no one else in a
better position than parents to provide respon-

sibility for their children. It is part of training a
child as they are brought up “in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Certainly,
age and maturity must be a consideration as responsibilities are placed before them. Nevertheless, responsibility before God, in the home,
toward authority, and in regard to fellow man
must be taught (Mat. 22:37-39; Col. 3:20; Rom.
13:1-7; Gal. 6:10).
5. Our children need to have personal faith
in the Word of God! In Romans 10:17 we read,
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.” There is no exception to that!
Faith and the matter of conviction are not (and
will not be) the result of hot dogs, ski trips, and
ball games! There is nothing that can take the
place of Bible instruction and personal study for
providing that which spiritually benefits anyone
(John 8:32; Tit. 2:11-12; Jam. 1:21; 1 Pet. 2:2).
Our children need to hear, know, and understand
“what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17)!
I am afraid that we, in the church, are beginning to pay dearly because of the failure on our
part to provide what our children truly need. As
we look over this list of needs concerning our
children, may each of us determine that we are
going to do all we can to insure that every one of
these areas will be given the proper attention.
P.O. Box 1107; Goldwaite, TX 76844

Satisfied
Bob Howton
It is remarkable how large a part ignorance plays
in making a man satisfied with himself (14,000
Quips and Quotes, E. C. McKenzie).
My wife and I were in a local mall the other
day, and had gotten a bit tired from the spirited
pace we had set for our walking. We sat down
for a brief respite, and were surprised when an

acquaintance from several years back came over
and began talking. This man had dropped out of
“Church” many years earlier, when his wife
abandoned him and their small children, for another man whom she had met. They were withdrawn from by the local church.
We spent a few minutes talking over the old

times, and then began entreating him to come to
East Pointe to get his life right with God. He was
evasive, but later stated that his prayers had been
answered! We found out that this meant his
estranged wife was going to give him another
chance. (?) Remember the word ignorance in the
quip from above? It never fit better than in this
situation. Only ignorance would allow him to
think that God would hear his prayers! “Now we
know that God heareth not sinners” (John 9:31).
Then, mystery of mysteries, the wife who had
abandoned him and the church walked up. We
greeted her and began immediately trying to get
her to say that they would come and get their
lives right with God. This time, there was no
evasive talk! She stated quickly, and flatly “I’m
perfectly satisfied where I’m going and we’ll be
going there, when we start!” (She had started
attending a denominational group, and that’s
what she was referencing.)
This reminds me of wayward Israel. They left
Jehovah, ridiculed the Prophets, abandoned
everything they knew to be right, and began an

association with the heathens about them which
finally found them bowing down to dumb idols.
This eventually brought them to spiritual ruin.
Day in and day out, the faithful prophets delivered the Word of God to them, but they turned
deaf ears and blind eyes to everything they saw
and heard. Theirs was a society very much like
ours today. Everyone wants to do their own
thing, and no one wants to be corrected, or impeded in their way of looking at things.
Esaias the Prophet described a people (Israel)
who had heard and knew God’s Will for them.
Yet, they stiffened their neck and raised their
heads, and went their own way! Listen to his
pitiful plea to this rebellious generation: “O that
thou hadst hearkened to my commandments!
then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea” (Isa. 48:18).
Would you say that this woman is stiffnecked, or
rebellious? She probably is, but really, she is
mainly ignorant like brother McKenzie’s quip
indicates.
10990 Country Haven; Cottondale, AL 35453

Questions on Immodesty
No less than seventeen times the Bible commands us to be “sober,” “sober minded” or to
continue in “sobriety.” These words are defined
as “sound judgment,” exercising “self-control”
and “curbing one’s desires and impulses”
(Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament; p. 613).
One can be sober in deciding how they are
going to be dressed in public by asking the following questions.
1. If we could send pictures to heaven, would
I pose in this garment, then send the picture to
Christ?
2. Would Jesus be ashamed of me in this
attire?
3. If I had a choice of dress at the day of

judgment would I feel this to be appropriate?
4. 1 Timothy 5:22 says, “keep thyself pure”
—does this garment promote and portray purity?
5. Does my clothing cause me to be spiritually minded or worldly minded?
6. Does this clothing conform to the pattern
set in Philippians 4:8? (Will others think true,
honorable, just, pure, lovely, good, virtuous, and
praiseworthy things about me?)
7. If the most respected person I know were
coming to visit me, would I want to be dressed
like this?
8. Does this swim suit, shorts, or tight fitting
garment have an effect on the opposite sex?
9. What kind of influence do I have wearing
this?
Author Unknown
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Reading/Invitation
July 20, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Paul Brantley
July 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 17, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
July 17, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 24, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 25, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The True Needs of Our Young People
Bob Patterson
In dealing with this question, immediately
what comes to my mind is the great number of
those within the church who have and continue to
promote the idea that the church is to be a recreational center which will keep our children
occupied by providing various kinds of activities
and recreation. So often we hear the cry, “What
we need is a youth minister!” Over the weeks,
months, and years that bulletins have passed
across my desk, it has become very apparent
many time this turns out to be a ministry of pizza
parties, trips to Six Flags, cook-outs, bowling,
canoeing and ski trips—and, the “youth minister”
is a “glorified baby-sitter” for the parents who
have vacated their parental responsibility and left
it in the hands of one who is usually just out of
his teenage years himself. Brethren, is this really

what our young people need?
In considering the needs of our young people,
let me suggest these areas for your consideration:
1. Our children need godly homes/parents!
The apostle Paul, in Ephesians 6:4, lays upon the
father the responsibility in the home environment, to see that the children are brought up “in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Even
under Moses’ law the instruction was given concerning the laws of God: “thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children” (Deu. 6:7). As
fathers and mothers, we must recognize that the
greatest impact in the lives of our children in
leading them toward heaven will come from
godly parents. On the other hand, if that responsibility is neglected, vacated, or left to someone
else, it may very well result in pushing our
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Reading/Invitation
July 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Bill Busch
August 3, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 24, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 25, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Importance of Bible Study
H. D. Simmons
All of us have priorities. Priorities are what
we think to be the most urgent and important
things in our life. To please God, Bible study
must be a priority. When we understand it is vital
for our well being, we will find a place for it in
our busy daily schedules. If we would follow
Christ successfully and approve ourselves to God
then we must study His Word (2 Tim. 2:15). For
Bible study to become profitable, it must be a
priority. It cannot be relegated to last place and
still be profitable. When it is not given priority,
one does not give it the consideration that is
necessary for it to be profitable. It ought to have
priority over the newspaper, magazines, and TV.
One does not realize the need of Bible study
when everything else takes priority over it. To
have profitable Bible study it must take priority

over things. In an age of power it is the one thing
powerful enough to change the heart of man, and
in a world of change, it is the only thing that
really endures (1 Pet. 1:25; Rom. 1:16).
Material things and secular values will take
second place in our lives when we truly understand the great importance of Bible study. The
Bible: is the voice of the Spirit (Heb. 10:15), is
able to regulate conduct (1 Tim. 3:15), warns us
of coming judgment (2 Cor. 5:10), instructs us
for salvation (2 Tim. 3:15), arouses us and reminds us how we ought to live (2 Pet. 1:12-13),
and encourages us (Rom. 15:4). The life changing power of God’s Word is wondrous: one can
tap this power if its truths are written in the
heart—but this takes study.
There are many great advantages to dili-

gent Bible study. The Bible reveals God to man.
Here we find the true picture of our Creator
(John 1:18; 14:6, 9). Here the person of Christ
shows God to man. Here is the truth about God.
Nature reveals that there is a Supreme Being
(Psa. 19:1), but it does not reveal His character to
man: this is done by the Bible (1 John 3:1). This
provides satisfaction for one of man’s deepest
needs. The history of civilization proves that this
need is common to all men. Many primitive
cultures as well as modern ones indicate evidence
of this need. Life can never be what it could be
without this knowledge of God. It also reveals
man to himself: showing him what he originally
was, what he is now, what he could be, and what
he will be in the after-life. There should be a
sense of wonder and awe that the Creator has left
man a personal message. Maybe the common use
of this fact has dampened our consciousness of
this fact.
It is essential for knowing God (John 17:3).
Jesus said, “And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.” To know means
more than mere awareness of their existence.
Rather love, reverence, devotion, obedience,
honor, gratitude, and loyalty are involved in this
word. The true knowledge of God that leads to
eternal life is found in His revelation. To know
God one must know His Word and to know His
Word requires study. The importance of knowing
God is seen in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9.
The Bible contains the only key to true
happiness, contentment, and peace of mind.
All men desire these things (Note: John 10:10;
1 Pet. 1:8; Phi. 4:7). God’s Word tells man how
he can have abundant life. We must understand
the need of the information contained in the
Bible for successful living. For this information
to be a part of our working knowledge, we must
study the Bible. It has the only answer that completely fills the needs of man. Give the Bible a

chance to reward you with this rich, full, joyful
life.
As God’s people march toward heaven
they need help and guidance (Jer. 10:23; Isa.
55:8-9). History shows clearly man is not capable to direct his own steps. God told His people,
“My thoughts are not your thoughts.” This is
often the case with man. The Bible provides us
with His thoughts (Pro. 3:5-6). We must depend
on His thoughts not our own. The Bible can
greatly help us in this area. Look what the Bible
provides (2 Tim. 3:16-17). This is what the Bible
provides for us (2 Pet. 1:3). A failure to learn of
things that pertain to life and godliness will lead
to eternal separation from God. God’s people are
told to walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7), but one can
only walk by faith insofar as he has intelligently
received the Word and understood it. Paul made
that clear in Romans 10:17. To perform any act
of service to God without a previous intelligent
reception of His Word to guide in performing
that act becomes mere presumption (Col. 3:16).
It is essential for spiritual growth. We are
commanded to grow spiritually (2 Pet. 3:18). If
we are not growing, then we are dying spiritually. If we are not growing, this condition may
lead us to reject God and never return to Him
(Heb. 6:4-6). This is the danger of not growing as
a Christian. Spiritual growth is inseparably
attached to growth in knowledge of spiritual
things. This knowledge can only be obtained
from a study of God’s Word. Serious study of the
Bible is one of the best indications of a healthy
and spiritual character.
We must adhere to God’s Will to go to
heaven (Mat. 7:21). Before we can adhere to His
Will we must know what it means. This comes
by effective Bible study. How can one be led by
God’s Spirit if the Words of the Sprit do not
dwell in him?
Many have a desire to study the Bible but
simply do not know how. One of my purposes

as a teacher of His Word is to: (1) provide some
essentials for doing this effectively, thus (2) to
give your Bible study more meaning, and (3) to
help members enjoy studying as never before.
Let us quench our spiritual thirst at the
source of all wisdom: that divine fountain
from which we may drink is pure and unpolluted. The Word throws light upon every pro-

blem facing man. It illuminates the only path
through Christ that can lead man to that heavenly
city. The general increase of Bible knowledge
naturally decreases and dispels sin. His Word
will purify those who obey (1 Pet. 1:22; John
15:3; Acts 2:38). Begin a diligent study today.
Copied

Overcoming Temptation
Toney L. Smith
God’s will has and will ever be that man
should be happy. Man was given an influential
position in the scheme of the creation. To begin
with, he was created in the likeness and image of
God the Almighty Creator. This likeness is not in
physical likeness (John 4:24), but rather in intellect, moral nature, and spirit (Eph. 4:23-24; Col.
3:10). All things were given to Adam to be under
his care. God placed all things that were pleasant
to the senses. God placed in the midst of the
garden the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, and of this tree man was not allowed to
partake. There was a restriction placed upon the
eating of this fruit, for God had said: “in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
(Gen. 2:16-17).
Many ask the question today, “Why should
the outcome of man’s destiny be determined by
the eating of just one fruit?” Often we hear
people say, “It won’t hurt just this one time” but
the truth of the matter is that we must be loyal to
God. Millions upon countless millions are ignorant of this true loyalty. The test given to
Adam and Eve was but a test of their loyalty.
Any violation of this sort of test brings about
disloyalty. Eve was disloyal to God and to her
husband; Adam was disloyal to God because he
chose to be loyal to Eve. We must never allow
anything or anyone to get in the way of our
loyalty and allegiance to God. Adam’s violation

of the positive precept (originally given to test
his loyalty—Gen. 2:9; 3:3) was in no sense the
cause of his disloyalty. The disloyalty was conceived and born in his heart. In reality, it was the
occasion by which he was to prove loyalty or
disloyalty. It was a temptation for him to overcome. James said: “Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord
hath promised to them that love him. Let no man
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death” (Jam. 1:12-15).
It is just as true today. When we overcome
Satan’s temptations, we demonstrate our loyalty
to God. Temptations are only tests which we are
to overcome and by which we are made stronger
(Jam. 1:2-3). Adam was given a test which he
failed. He was not willing to stand upon the
promise of God. He chose to follow a directive
which contradicted God. He became a follower
instead of a leader. Please remember that we are
to use temptations as a stepping stone to maturity. Overcoming temptations prove our love
and loyalty to God.
1036 Inwood Drive; Hurst, TX 76053
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Reading/Invitation
July 27, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Bill Busch
August 3, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
July 24, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 25, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
July 27, 2005–Adult Bible Classes Video
Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Importance of Bible Study
H. D. Simmons
All of us have priorities. Priorities are what
we think to be the most urgent and important
things in our life. To please God, Bible study
must be a priority. When we understand it is vital
for our well being, we will find a place for it in
our busy daily schedules. If we would follow
Christ successfully and approve ourselves to God
then we must study His Word (2 Tim. 2:15). For
Bible study to become profitable, it must be a
priority. It cannot be relegated to last place and
still be profitable. When it is not given priority,
one does not give it the consideration that is
necessary for it to be profitable. It ought to have
priority over the newspaper, magazines, and TV.
One does not realize the need of Bible study
when everything else takes priority over it. To
have profitable Bible study it must take priority

over things. In an age of power it is the one thing
powerful enough to change the heart of man, and
in a world of change, it is the only thing that
really endures (1 Pet. 1:25; Rom. 1:16).
Material things and secular values will take
second place in our lives when we truly understand the great importance of Bible study. The
Bible: is the voice of the Spirit (Heb. 10:15), is
able to regulate conduct (1 Tim. 3:15), warns us
of coming judgment (2 Cor. 5:10), instructs us
for salvation (2 Tim. 3:15), arouses us and reminds us how we ought to live (2 Pet. 1:12-13),
and encourages us (Rom. 15:4). The life changing power of God’s Word is wondrous: one can
tap this power if its truths are written in the
heart—but this takes study.
There are many great advantages to dili-
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August 3, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Crowe
August 10, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Did You Think to Pray?
Allen Webster
Scenario: The church I attend is losing members instead of gaining them. We are not meeting
budget. We have too few children in Bible class
and far too few members to return Sunday night.
Instead of adding new programs and activities for
next year, we are cutting back on what we did
last year.
Reaction: We worry, but do we petition? We
wring our hands, but do we bend our knees? We
pinch our nickels, but do we bow our heads? We
fret, but do we pray? We criticize and blame, but
do we commune and beseech? We call emergency business meetings, but do we retreat to
entreat? We see the problem, but are we blind to
the “Solution”?
Discussion: In good times and bad, the greatest thing any member can do for the congregation

is pray. The greatest favor any listener can do for
the preacher is pray. The greatest thing all followers can do for their elders is pray. A bedfast
Christian fervently praying with an open church
bulletin in his/her lap does more for the church
without ever leaving home than many ablebodied Christians do all week. Paul complimented the Corinthians for “helping” (sunupourgeo, “to be a co-auxiliary, assist.” It comes from
a root, ergon, that means, “to work; toil as an
effort or occupation, labor.” These Christians had
been “working” for Paul but had not lifted an
hand—only in prayer) when all they had done
was pray (2 Cor. 1:11)! Somebody might say,
“But I want to do more than pray.” We should do
more than pray, but no one can do more than
pray until first he has prayed.

It is time for us to take prayer seriously.
Before Jesus went home, He gave His disciples
(us) direct access into the very control room of
the Universe. “At that day ye shall ask in my
name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the
Father for you: For the Father himself loveth
you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God” (John 16:2627). What a privilege is prayer! It is not just an
emergency ripcord for when we fall; it is the
parachute. It is not an optional rider on an insurance plan; it is the policy. It is not leather
seats and power steering; it is the steering wheel
and the drive train. It is not plush carpet and
chandeliers; it is the foundation and the roof. The
God Who cannot lie (Heb. 6:18) has obligated
Himself to heed our desires expressed in prayer
(1 Pet. 3:12). He stands so ready to bless our
prayers that He told Isaiah to write, “And it shall
come to pass, that before they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isa.
65:24; cf. Psa. 34:15).
It is time for us to take church building seriously. Our churches need to grow. It is not
enough for us to sit still maintain the status quo,
and baptize enough of our children to make up
for those we bury. The church of the New
Testament was a living body that grew up rapidly
(e.g., Acts 2:41; 4:4). Why do we need to grow?
We need more voices to praise God; He deserves
better praise than we give Him—“let the whole
earth be filled with his glory” (Psa. 72:19). We
need more workers to visit the fatherless and
widows—they need more attention and teaching
than we provide (Jam. 1:27). We need more
encouragers to edify the body—too many are
giving up (Heb. 2:1). We need more money to
take the Gospel to foreign lands—missionaries
are wasting time raising money when they could
be saving souls (Mark 16:15). We need more
workers to take the Gospel across the street and
across town—people are dying lost just down the

road from us (Pro. 11:30).
We all admit that the church is not growing in
our generations as it could. Some churches have
more empty pews than filled ones. In a generation when we have more Bibles and study
tools in one house than were in a whole city at
the close of the First Century, some congregations have trouble finding enough teachers to
complete a Bible school faculty. Now that there
are more children than ever in the world’s
history, some churches have so few in Bible class
that they group the preschoolers with the sixth
graders. Some assemblies have had the same
“faithful few” since Reagan’s first term. Others
had fewer last Sunday than they have had in the
lifetime of their oldest member. Denominational
churches in some towns mock (or, worse, ignore)
God’s true church when they grow by leaps and
bounds and we stagnate and cut back.
In a day when the church has more money
than Solomon, more education than Moses, and
more resources than David, some churches have
fewer responses than Noah (he did save his
family). We have the best transportation since
Elijah’s chariot of fire, the best communication
technology since Pentecost, the best visuals since
those seen at Belshazzar’s feast (Dan. 5), but in
some places are having less success at church
building than Sardis and Laodicea (Rev. 3).
To be a part of a growing church—seeing lost
people saved—means more to a genuine
Christian than a Lexus in his garage or a million
in his bank. It means more than a college education for his children, or a getaway vacation for
his family. It means more than a job promotion
or an early retirement. It means more than a
trophy buck on his wall or his team in the Super
Bowl. It means more than a “big church wedding” for her daughter or a ring on her every
finger.
What would Jesus think of our “growth strategies” and church activities nowadays? With

many congregations, He would be as happy as
with any since Philadelphia and Smyrna (Rev.
2:8; 3:7), but others might remind Him more of
Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7) and Corinth (1 Cor.). We
have tried many things to get the church to grow:
buses; fancier buildings; smoother-talking,
better-looking preachers; Willow Creek strategies; shorter services and sermonettes; membership drives; campaigns; and a full slate of programs; Family Life Centers; “Don’t ask/ don’t
tell” on divorce; mass mail; websites; and phone
surveys; compromise doctrines on repentance,
baptism, and worship; giveaways and getaways;
sheep-stealing from the church across town;
drama and choirs; aerobics on Tuesdays; the
Lord’s Supper on Thursdays; and softball on
Saturdays; area-wide meetings and “special”
Sundays; seminars, workshops, retreats, and “felt
needs” emphases; purpose-driven ministries;
small groups and big days; marriage films and
parenting videos; events for Seniors, women,

youth, parents, singles, couples, divorcees, retirees, and any other special interest group someone could recognize and put together.
A few of these are good ideas. Others were
simply the wisdom of men. Some are nothing
more than the devil’s devices (2 Cor. 2:11;
11:15). The questions to ponder in this study do
not have to do with practical growth strategies
but with our primary Resource. Have we remembered to save God a seat in our planning
sessions? Have we charted our attendance without logging our prayer journals? Have we planted
and watered while shading out God’s life-giving
sun (1 Cor. 3:6-9)? Have we had members to
purpose their giving without encouraging them to
practice their praying? Have we emphasized a
day in the park more than a night in prayer (cf.
Luke 6:12)? Have we spent more time in our
prayer closets? Have we rolled up our sleeves
without removing our shoes?
P.O. Box 520; Jacksonville, AL 36265

The Work of the Church
Curtis L. E. Graves
The work of the church involves: preaching
the gospel (1 Cor. 1:21; 1 The. 1:8; 2 Tim. 4:12); teaching (1 Tim. 3:1-2; Eph. 3:10); visiting
the sick (Mat. 25:34-40); feeding the hungry
(Acts 6:1-5; Jam. 2:15-16); and care for the orphans and widows (Jam. 1:27). The same church
today is in your community. It is not a denomination in any sense. It is faithful to God’s Word.
It is one in fact and teaching. It gains members
by teaching obedience to the Gospel. God has
chosen through the preaching of the Gospel to
save them that believe. Without the teaching of
the Gospel of Christ, men cannot be saved (Rom.
10:13-17)! You cannot please God without faith
(Heb. 11:6) and you cannot have faith without
hearing the Word (Rom. 10:17).
The church of Christ does not want any to go

before Christ in judgment and say we never
attempted to speak unto them the “words of life.”
We want to be like Paul who said, “Wherefore I
take you to record this day, that I am pure from
the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Acts
20:26-27). For this cause, “we persuade men”
and are not ashamed of it. We pray that we
would not become anyone’s enemy because we
tell them the truth (Gal. 4:16). If you do not get
angry at the pharmacist for filling the prescription a doctor ordered, then why get upset
when the Great Physician orders you to repent
(Luke 13:3) and be baptized (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38) for the forgiveness of sins?
1021 Mt. Pleasant Rd; Chesapeake, VA 23322
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Before Jesus went home, He gave His disciples
(us) direct access into the very control room of
the Universe. “At that day ye shall ask in my
name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the
Father for you: For the Father himself loveth
you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God” (John 16:2627). What a privilege is prayer! It is not just an
emergency ripcord for when we fall; it is the
parachute. It is not an optional rider on an insurance plan; it is the policy. It is not leather
seats and power steering; it is the steering wheel
and the drive train. It is not plush carpet and
chandeliers; it is the foundation and the roof. The
God Who cannot lie (Heb. 6:18) has obligated
Himself to heed our desires expressed in prayer
(1 Pet. 3:12). He stands so ready to bless our
prayers that He told Isaiah to write, “And it shall
come to pass, that before they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isa.
65:24; cf. Psa. 34:15).
It is time for us to take church building seriously. Our churches need to grow. It is not
enough for us to sit still maintain the status quo,
and baptize enough of our children to make up
for those we bury. The church of the New
Testament was a living body that grew up rapidly
(e.g., Acts 2:41; 4:4). Why do we need to grow?
We need more voices to praise God; He deserves
better praise than we give Him—“let the whole
earth be filled with his glory” (Psa. 72:19). We
need more workers to visit the fatherless and
widows—they need more attention and teaching
than we provide (Jam. 1:27). We need more
encouragers to edify the body—too many are
giving up (Heb. 2:1). We need more money to
take the Gospel to foreign lands—missionaries
are wasting time raising money when they could
be saving souls (Mark 16:15). We need more
workers to take the Gospel across the street and
across town—people are dying lost just down the

road from us (Pro. 11:30).
We all admit that the church is not growing in
our generations as it could. Some churches have
more empty pews than filled ones. In a generation when we have more Bibles and study
tools in one house than were in a whole city at
the close of the First Century, some congregations have trouble finding enough teachers to
complete a Bible school faculty. Now that there
are more children than ever in the world’s
history, some churches have so few in Bible class
that they group the preschoolers with the sixth
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“faithful few” since Reagan’s first term. Others
had fewer last Sunday than they have had in the
lifetime of their oldest member. Denominational
churches in some towns mock (or, worse, ignore)
God’s true church when they grow by leaps and
bounds and we stagnate and cut back.
In a day when the church has more money
than Solomon, more education than Moses, and
more resources than David, some churches have
fewer responses than Noah (he did save his
family). We have the best transportation since
Elijah’s chariot of fire, the best communication
technology since Pentecost, the best visuals since
those seen at Belshazzar’s feast (Dan. 5), but in
some places are having less success at church
building than Sardis and Laodicea (Rev. 3).
To be a part of a growing church—seeing lost
people saved—means more to a genuine
Christian than a Lexus in his garage or a million
in his bank. It means more than a college education for his children, or a getaway vacation for
his family. It means more than a job promotion
or an early retirement. It means more than a
trophy buck on his wall or his team in the Super
Bowl. It means more than a “big church wedding” for her daughter or a ring on her every
finger.
What would Jesus think of our “growth strategies” and church activities nowadays? With
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2:8; 3:7), but others might remind Him more of
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baptism, and worship; giveaways and getaways;
sheep-stealing from the church across town;
drama and choirs; aerobics on Tuesdays; the
Lord’s Supper on Thursdays; and softball on
Saturdays; area-wide meetings and “special”
Sundays; seminars, workshops, retreats, and “felt
needs” emphases; purpose-driven ministries;
small groups and big days; marriage films and
parenting videos; events for Seniors, women,

youth, parents, singles, couples, divorcees, retirees, and any other special interest group someone could recognize and put together.
A few of these are good ideas. Others were
simply the wisdom of men. Some are nothing
more than the devil’s devices (2 Cor. 2:11;
11:15). The questions to ponder in this study do
not have to do with practical growth strategies
but with our primary Resource. Have we remembered to save God a seat in our planning
sessions? Have we charted our attendance without logging our prayer journals? Have we planted
and watered while shading out God’s life-giving
sun (1 Cor. 3:6-9)? Have we had members to
purpose their giving without encouraging them to
practice their praying? Have we emphasized a
day in the park more than a night in prayer (cf.
Luke 6:12)? Have we spent more time in our
prayer closets? Have we rolled up our sleeves
without removing our shoes?
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It is one in fact and teaching. It gains members
by teaching obedience to the Gospel. God has
chosen through the preaching of the Gospel to
save them that believe. Without the teaching of
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10:13-17)! You cannot please God without faith
(Heb. 11:6) and you cannot have faith without
hearing the Word (Rom. 10:17).
The church of Christ does not want any to go
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attempted to speak unto them the “words of life.”
We want to be like Paul who said, “Wherefore I
take you to record this day, that I am pure from
the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Acts
20:26-27). For this cause, “we persuade men”
and are not ashamed of it. We pray that we
would not become anyone’s enemy because we
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, and Lucille Staples.
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August 3, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Crowe
August 10, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Did You Think to Pray?
Allen Webster
Scenario: The church I attend is losing members instead of gaining them. We are not meeting
budget. We have too few children in Bible class
and far too few members to return Sunday night.
Instead of adding new programs and activities for
next year, we are cutting back on what we did
last year.
Reaction: We worry, but do we petition? We
wring our hands, but do we bend our knees? We
pinch our nickels, but do we bow our heads? We
fret, but do we pray? We criticize and blame, but
do we commune and beseech? We call emergency business meetings, but do we retreat to
entreat? We see the problem, but are we blind to
the “Solution”?
Discussion: In good times and bad, the greatest thing any member can do for the congregation

is pray. The greatest favor any listener can do for
the preacher is pray. The greatest thing all followers can do for their elders is pray. A bedfast
Christian fervently praying with an open church
bulletin in his/her lap does more for the church
without ever leaving home than many ablebodied Christians do all week. Paul complimented the Corinthians for “helping” (sunupourgeo, “to be a co-auxiliary, assist.” It comes from
a root, ergon, that means, “to work; toil as an
effort or occupation, labor.” These Christians had
been “working” for Paul but had not lifted an
hand—only in prayer) when all they had done
was pray (2 Cor. 1:11)! Somebody might say,
“But I want to do more than pray.” We should do
more than pray, but no one can do more than
pray until first he has prayed.
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, and Faye Little
(Dot Dodd’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
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Reading/Invitation
August 10, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
August 17, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Foshee

AUGUST 1, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Destructiveness of Dancing
Andy Cates
Just as close as one dance partner holds the
other, the world embraces dancing. Christians
must not condone it, participate in it, nor allow
their children to take part in it, for it is sin. This
is dancing that is done between those of the opposite sex; men and women, boys and girls. It is
a violation of the morality of the Bible.
Paul wrote in Galatians 5:19-21: “Now the
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also
told you in time past, that they which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”
This passage teaches that dancing is condemned

by God. We see this in examining the meanings
of two words in particular: “lasciviousness” and
“revellings.” Henry Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon defines the word lasciviousness as “indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of
males and females.” Would this definition not, in
and of itself, describe the modern dance? The
other term, revellings, is defined by the American
College Dictionary as “An occasion of merrymaking or noisy festivity with dancing.” The
one guilty of these “works of the flesh...shall not
inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21).
Dancing is of the devil, tying in with his three
avenues of destructive deception: “the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life” (1 John 2:16). Remove all of the females
from a dance; would it still have its attractive-

ness? The evil one, Satan, loves the dance and
that to which it often leads later in the night.
Dear young reader and readers of all ages,
“keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5:22), always remembering our Lord’s words, “Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Mat. 5:8).
Keep yourselves “unspotted from the world”
(Jam. 1:27). “Be ye holy” (1 Pet. 1:16) having
“no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).
“Be not conformed to this world” (Rom. 12:2),
but rather “Set your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2). “Prove all
things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from
all appearance of evil” (1 The. 5:21-22). “Love
not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and

the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever” (1 John 2:15-17).
It is only in marriage that sexual desires are to
be fulfilled. Satan uses the dance to produce a
climate where these desires come about prematurely, knowing it is against the Almighty’s
will and will lead to the loss of countless souls.
The modern dance is parallel to putting a pot of
water on a stove, turning the burner on high, and
daring it to boil. “Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”
(Jam. 4:7). “He that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17). Dancing is sin. A
step out onto the dance floor is a step toward
destruction.
3935 Woodland Forrest Drive
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

The Word That Was God
Tom Moore
As we contemplate the Christ and try to grasp
what our Lord really means to mankind, we need
to seriously consider the words of the apostle
John, “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God”
(John 1:1). We know that John speaks of Jesus
for he goes on to say, “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). As
John introduced the epistle of 1 John, he wrote:
That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of life; (For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear witness, and
shew unto you that eternal life, which was

with the Father, and was manifested unto
us;) That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may
have fellowship with us: and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ. And these things write
we unto you, that your joy may be full
(1 John 1:1-4).
In the book of Revelation, John sees a heavenly
vision, and describes Jesus in this fashion: “And
he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his name is called The Word of God” (Rev.
19:13).
The name Word expresses the wonderful
nature of Jesus as much or more than any other.
“Word” comes from the Greek word logos, and
basically means “that by which we communicate
our will and our thoughts to others.” Thoughts

can only be understood in terms of words. Paul
says:
For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely
given to us of God. Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual (1 Cor. 2:11-13).
God’s thoughts must be expressed in words for
us to understand. Thus, we understand that words
are the medium of communication with
others—that which expresses one’s inner
thoughts to another.
Jesus is called the “Word” because He is the
revelation and the expressed idea of deity. The
Hebrews writer expresses this thought in this
fashion:
God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he
had by himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high
(Heb. 1:1-3).
Thus, Jesus is the Word—the revelation and
expression of God. Jesus is the Word because He
is the means by which the Father communicates
His will and delivers His commands to His
creation.
It is interesting to note that John in a vision
sees Jesus having “in his right hand seven stars:

and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged
sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength” (Rev. 1:16). The Hebrews
writer proclaims, “For the word of God is quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart” (Heb. 4:12). Again, we see the idea of
Christ’s as the Word—the revelation and expression of God and His will.
We now understand more fully the words of
Jesus, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day” (John 12:48). Why will we be
judged by the words of Christ? Because the
Word, Jesus Christ, is the oracle of the will of
deity. We comprehend more precisely then Jesus’
proclamation, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
(John 14:6). Jesus also said, “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life” (John 5:24). The Word,
God’s revelation to man, is the only means
through which we can come to the Father.
The Word was not just a voice as a prophet or
preacher would be, for John the Baptizer said he
was not worthy to even untie the sandals of Jesus
(John 1:27). The Word is the inward conception
of the mind of God, and a voice (such as John—
John 1:23) is but a sign of intention. The Word is
the revealer and interpreter of the hidden things
of the Father and the voice of all He manifests to
the world, accomplishing the redemption of all
obedient mankind. Truly, “For the law was given
by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ” (John 1:17).
823 N. Main Street; Malvern, AR 72104
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declare we unto you, that ye also may
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vision, and describes Jesus in this fashion: “And
he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
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The name Word expresses the wonderful
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says:
For what man knoweth the things of a
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us to understand. Thus, we understand that words
are the medium of communication with
others—that which expresses one’s inner
thoughts to another.
Jesus is called the “Word” because He is the
revelation and the expressed idea of deity. The
Hebrews writer expresses this thought in this
fashion:
God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he
had by himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high
(Heb. 1:1-3).
Thus, Jesus is the Word—the revelation and
expression of God. Jesus is the Word because He
is the means by which the Father communicates
His will and delivers His commands to His
creation.
It is interesting to note that John in a vision
sees Jesus having “in his right hand seven stars:

and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged
sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength” (Rev. 1:16). The Hebrews
writer proclaims, “For the word of God is quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart” (Heb. 4:12). Again, we see the idea of
Christ’s as the Word—the revelation and expression of God and His will.
We now understand more fully the words of
Jesus, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day” (John 12:48). Why will we be
judged by the words of Christ? Because the
Word, Jesus Christ, is the oracle of the will of
deity. We comprehend more precisely then Jesus’
proclamation, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
(John 14:6). Jesus also said, “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life” (John 5:24). The Word,
God’s revelation to man, is the only means
through which we can come to the Father.
The Word was not just a voice as a prophet or
preacher would be, for John the Baptizer said he
was not worthy to even untie the sandals of Jesus
(John 1:27). The Word is the inward conception
of the mind of God, and a voice (such as John—
John 1:23) is but a sign of intention. The Word is
the revealer and interpreter of the hidden things
of the Father and the voice of all He manifests to
the world, accomplishing the redemption of all
obedient mankind. Truly, “For the law was given
by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ” (John 1:17).
823 N. Main Street; Malvern, AR 72104
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Hollowell, Lucille Staples, and Faye Little
(Dot Dodd’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 7, 2005–Visitation Group 1 assignment cards handed out.
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
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Reading/Invitation
August 10, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
August 17, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Foshee

AUGUST 1, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Destructiveness of Dancing
Andy Cates
Just as close as one dance partner holds the
other, the world embraces dancing. Christians
must not condone it, participate in it, nor allow
their children to take part in it, for it is sin. This
is dancing that is done between those of the opposite sex; men and women, boys and girls. It is
a violation of the morality of the Bible.
Paul wrote in Galatians 5:19-21: “Now the
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also
told you in time past, that they which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”
This passage teaches that dancing is condemned

by God. We see this in examining the meanings
of two words in particular: “lasciviousness” and
“revellings.” Henry Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon defines the word lasciviousness as “indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of
males and females.” Would this definition not, in
and of itself, describe the modern dance? The
other term, revellings, is defined by the American
College Dictionary as “An occasion of merrymaking or noisy festivity with dancing.” The
one guilty of these “works of the flesh...shall not
inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21).
Dancing is of the devil, tying in with his three
avenues of destructive deception: “the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life” (1 John 2:16). Remove all of the females
from a dance; would it still have its attractive-
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Nancy Travis has placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. Her
address and telephone number are: 107
Virginia Way, Pensacola, FL 32505; 4304530. Please welcome Nancy and keep her
in your prayers.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES

Reading/Invitation
August 17, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Foshee
August 24, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Encumbered Life
Luke Shira
Jesus taught a great deal about how we should
use our time and how we should not become
entangled with the affairs of the world. Notice
some of the things mentioned and the result:
1. The thorny ground soil (Mat. 13:7). Result:
Cares of the world—no fruit bearing (v. 22).
2. The “excuse makers” (Luke 14:15-20).
Result: None will be invited to the feast (v. 24).
3. “The rich young man” (Mat. 19:16-21).
Result: “went away sorrowfully” (v. 22).
4. The runner’s weights (Heb. 12:1-2).
Result: “Beset by weight of sin” (v. 1).
5. Martha’s serving (Luke 10:38-40). Result:
She was anxious and troubled about unimportant
things compared to the gospel (vv. 41-42).
How do these lessons affect us? They were
written for our learning and admonition (Rom.

15:4; 1 Cor. 10:6, 11). There is not one of these
that does not apply to us today. We are often too
busy with the cares of our families to serve God
or even ourselves. If the church does not offer
good enough refreshments, we will miss services
and the valuable association of friends to stay
home and prepare a physical meal to accommodate our out of town visitors. We will miss the
better part. Perhaps we are more deeply involved
than you think. We can hardly find time to carry
on the Lord’s work, just a bare minimum of
services, and this can make us weak. It is not the
church that is taking up our time, that gets less as
time goes by. Why? We are encumbered with
other things:
1. No time for home Bible classes.
2. No time to visit the shut-in and the ill, the

delinquent members or prospects.
3. No time to teach our neighbors or invite
them to the services.
4. We are rapidly headed for a denominational concept of the church—no night services,
dismiss for the summer, combine services and go
to the park.
Are we overlooking something? Yes, the

Lord’s commands “seek first” (Mat. 6:24-33) and
“be ready” (Mat. 25:10). Readiness takes
preparation. We cannot go to Heaven without
being made ready. That means we must remove
the “encumbered life” if we want to be in that
number.
P.O. Box 1072; Highlands, TX 77562

Will People in Remote Areas Who Have
Never Heard the Gospel Be Lost?
Daniel Cates
I do not believe that this is as much a hard
question to answer as it is a hard question to
accept. We all see God as a loving God. We also
understand that He wants all men everywhere to
be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). God is a loving God, but
such love demands justice (Rom. 3:26). God has
set standards that all men must accept, and those
who are in remote areas are just as amenable to
God’s law as those who fill church pews here in
America. 2 Thessalonians 1:8 removes any doubt
as to the answer of the above question, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” The answer to the above question
is simply “yes,” so the emphasis of this article
will shift to the “why” aspect of the matter. Why
will those in remote areas be lost?

Gospel Meeting
with
Mark Mosher
September 25-30
Theme: The Love of God

I can think of two reasons, the first involving
hindsight and the second involving foresight. Just
as we have the responsibility of obeying God
today, so all men of all times have had that responsibility. That was true in the garden of Eden,
in the Mosaic age, in the first century, and is
likewise true in this day. It is a principle that
universally transcends time and space. Suppose
that over time America ceases to be a “Christian”
nation and God’s people slowly fade from this
nation’s history. The result would be generations
of people who are separated from God because
He was rejected by their forefathers. Without
mission efforts to reach them, they would be lost,
even those who never even heard about God.
Note that this is not the doctrine of original sin
(they are not born in sin but are reared in a
Godless society), but understand that there are
repercussions when people on individual and
national levels forget about God. This principle
is taught in Numbers 14:18 and other like verses,
“The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy,
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no
means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation.” Translate this to those who
are in remote areas today. They will be lost be-

cause somewhere in their past their forefathers
rejected God.
The second reason that those in remote areas
who have never heard the Gospel of Christ will
be lost is due to the fact that those who are
faithful Christians have failed to reach out to
them. In Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-16, and
Luke 24:46-47 the great commission is given. It
is a commission first to the apostles, and really to
all Christians, to spread the Gospel throughout
the world. With this responsibility on us, it
behooves us to teach the Gospel to all using
whatever authorized means are available. When

we appear before the throne of God in judgment,
we will have to answer for the souls of those who
were not reached, that is, we will have to have
made some effort to reach them. Now what if
those are not lost? If those who have not heard
are not going to be lost why should we teach
them a message that if heard and rejected will
condemn them? The answer is simple: They
stand condemned now and we must teach them
the message that if heard and received (through
obedience) will save them.
3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd; Memphis, TN 38125

Faith Against Odds
Gary W. Summers
What war tactic had usually proven successful? The ambush. Joshua had used it, at
God’s instruction, with great advantage in the
second attack on Ai. Once the men of that city
were lured out into the open by what they
undoubtedly considered would be another rout of
Israel, they were hemmed in on both sides. All
the people of Ai were killed (Jos. 8:26).
In 2 Chronicles 13, Abijah, the son of
Rehoboam, was facing the experienced king
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. He does not seem
worried, however, in fact, he is confident of
victory. No, he is neither an optimist nor someone who is depending on his feelings or a hunch.
The basis for his assurance of victory is something liberals and “grace only” advocates would
never understand—obedient faith. Abijah tells
Jeroboam in advance why Israel will be defeated:
And now you think to withstand the
kingdom of the LORD, which is in the
hand of the sons of David; and you are a
great multitude, and with you are the gold
calves which Jeroboam made for you as
gods. Have you not cast out the priests of

the L ORD ,...and made for yourselves
priests,...of things that are not gods? But
as for us, the Lord is our God, and we
have not forsaken Him; and the priests
who minister to the LORD are the sons of
Aaron (2 Chr. 13.8-10—NKJV).
He also added: “Now look, God Himself is
with us as our head” (v. 12). Jeroboam, however,
tried an ambush, but even with 400,000 in front
of Abijah’s 400,000 and 400,000 behind them,
he could not win; he suffered the loss of 500,000
men in the battle.
Abijah’s trust in God was more than sufficient
to conquer an army of superior numbers. The
king’s faith was not misplaced, nor did it go
unrewarded. Abijah knew that God would be
with them in the battle.
We face an enemy that outnumbers us, too.
The devil and his emissaries know several excellent strategies. But when we fight the Lord’s
battles (whether large or small), we too can be
confident of victory. Those on the side of God
and Truth always win.
3671 Oak Vista Lane; Winter Park, FL 32792
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3. No time to teach our neighbors or invite
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being made ready. That means we must remove
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I do not believe that this is as much a hard
question to answer as it is a hard question to
accept. We all see God as a loving God. We also
understand that He wants all men everywhere to
be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). God is a loving God, but
such love demands justice (Rom. 3:26). God has
set standards that all men must accept, and those
who are in remote areas are just as amenable to
God’s law as those who fill church pews here in
America. 2 Thessalonians 1:8 removes any doubt
as to the answer of the above question, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” The answer to the above question
is simply “yes,” so the emphasis of this article
will shift to the “why” aspect of the matter. Why
will those in remote areas be lost?
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I can think of two reasons, the first involving
hindsight and the second involving foresight. Just
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today, so all men of all times have had that responsibility. That was true in the garden of Eden,
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nation and God’s people slowly fade from this
nation’s history. The result would be generations
of people who are separated from God because
He was rejected by their forefathers. Without
mission efforts to reach them, they would be lost,
even those who never even heard about God.
Note that this is not the doctrine of original sin
(they are not born in sin but are reared in a
Godless society), but understand that there are
repercussions when people on individual and
national levels forget about God. This principle
is taught in Numbers 14:18 and other like verses,
“The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy,
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no
means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation.” Translate this to those who
are in remote areas today. They will be lost be-

cause somewhere in their past their forefathers
rejected God.
The second reason that those in remote areas
who have never heard the Gospel of Christ will
be lost is due to the fact that those who are
faithful Christians have failed to reach out to
them. In Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-16, and
Luke 24:46-47 the great commission is given. It
is a commission first to the apostles, and really to
all Christians, to spread the Gospel throughout
the world. With this responsibility on us, it
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were lured out into the open by what they
undoubtedly considered would be another rout of
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the people of Ai were killed (Jos. 8:26).
In 2 Chronicles 13, Abijah, the son of
Rehoboam, was facing the experienced king
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. He does not seem
worried, however, in fact, he is confident of
victory. No, he is neither an optimist nor someone who is depending on his feelings or a hunch.
The basis for his assurance of victory is something liberals and “grace only” advocates would
never understand—obedient faith. Abijah tells
Jeroboam in advance why Israel will be defeated:
And now you think to withstand the
kingdom of the LORD, which is in the
hand of the sons of David; and you are a
great multitude, and with you are the gold
calves which Jeroboam made for you as
gods. Have you not cast out the priests of
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He also added: “Now look, God Himself is
with us as our head” (v. 12). Jeroboam, however,
tried an ambush, but even with 400,000 in front
of Abijah’s 400,000 and 400,000 behind them,
he could not win; he suffered the loss of 500,000
men in the battle.
Abijah’s trust in God was more than sufficient
to conquer an army of superior numbers. The
king’s faith was not misplaced, nor did it go
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Nancy Travis has placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. Her
address and telephone number are: 107
Virginia Way, Pensacola, FL 32505; 4304530. Please welcome Nancy and keep her
in your prayers.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES

Reading/Invitation
August 17, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Ray Foshee
August 24, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 14, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Encumbered Life
Luke Shira
Jesus taught a great deal about how we should
use our time and how we should not become
entangled with the affairs of the world. Notice
some of the things mentioned and the result:
1. The thorny ground soil (Mat. 13:7). Result:
Cares of the world—no fruit bearing (v. 22).
2. The “excuse makers” (Luke 14:15-20).
Result: None will be invited to the feast (v. 24).
3. “The rich young man” (Mat. 19:16-21).
Result: “went away sorrowfully” (v. 22).
4. The runner’s weights (Heb. 12:1-2).
Result: “Beset by weight of sin” (v. 1).
5. Martha’s serving (Luke 10:38-40). Result:
She was anxious and troubled about unimportant
things compared to the gospel (vv. 41-42).
How do these lessons affect us? They were
written for our learning and admonition (Rom.

15:4; 1 Cor. 10:6, 11). There is not one of these
that does not apply to us today. We are often too
busy with the cares of our families to serve God
or even ourselves. If the church does not offer
good enough refreshments, we will miss services
and the valuable association of friends to stay
home and prepare a physical meal to accommodate our out of town visitors. We will miss the
better part. Perhaps we are more deeply involved
than you think. We can hardly find time to carry
on the Lord’s work, just a bare minimum of
services, and this can make us weak. It is not the
church that is taking up our time, that gets less as
time goes by. Why? We are encumbered with
other things:
1. No time for home Bible classes.
2. No time to visit the shut-in and the ill, the
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Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
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and Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Reading/Invitation
August 24, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Louis Herrington
August 31, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

AUGUST 15, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What the Bible Has to Say...About Who
Christ Will Add to His Church
Jess Whitlock
“For the husband is the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body” (Eph. 5:23). Christ ought to
know who is in His church, since He is the
Savior of the body, the church (Col. 1:18-24).
Have you ever wondered how many bodies
there are belonging to Christ? The Bible gives
the answer in clarion tone: “There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope
of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:4-6).
Just as a husband is to have but one wife, a body
has only one head. The church of Christ has only
one Savior, Who is Jesus Christ. There are just as

many churches (bodies) as there are Gods or as
there are Lords! There is one God! There is one
Lord! Hence, there is one body! If there is one
body, and there is, then there is only one church
(Eph. 1:22-23).
Have you ever wanted to be a part of the
church that you can read about in the pages of
your New Testament? You need to know that
you cannot “join” the church of the Bible. You
ought to know that you cannot be “voted” into
the church that Christ built. You need to be
aware that you cannot “buy” your entrance into
the church of the New Testament. There is only
one way that any man has ever been granted
admittance into the church of God. Note

carefully, “And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). Did
you notice that the Lord is the One Who does the
adding to His body, which is His church? If it is
the Lord that does the adding, and He does, then
only the Lord can do any subtracting—therefore
you cannot be “voted out” of the Lord’s church,
either!
Would you like to know what the Bible
teaches that one must do to be added to the
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church of the Lord? The Word of God teaches
God’s plan of salvation thus:
• Hear the Word (Rom. 10:14-17)
• Believe (Faith) (Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:16)
• Repent of sin (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3-5)
• Confess Christ (Rom. 10:9-10; Mat. 10:32)
• Be baptized (Mat. 28:18-20; Rom. 6:1-6)
• Be faithful (Rev. 2:10; Acts 2:42)
There are thousands of man-made religious
churches in our nation. Most all of them claim to
be the one body of Christ! How can that be?
Compare God’s plan of salvation with what they
teach. Now, put your ear down here: “Now I
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). Has the
Lord added you to His church?
912 Penrod Drive; Granbury, TX 76048

Six Reasons Why
Dub McClish
Every Sunday morning Bible classes for
every age are conducted in our Bible classes.
Lamentably, some of our people do not take
advantage of these fine classes. Many children
are prevented from attending their class each
week because their parents fail to bring them.
Some are prevented by illness or other factors
beyond their control. It is not these that cause us
concern, but those who can come, but do not.
Some are slaves of a non-attendance habit they
fell into somewhere along the way, others are
just too lazy to get up in time and still others do
not care. The deep reason relating to all of these
is more like a lack of genuine love for Christ.
Please read the following reasons why one
should faithfully attend his or her Bible class
each Sunday. The love of Christ is at the root of

each one!
1. The Devil is always seeking to devour us
through temptation and false teaching (1 Pet. 5:8;
Col. 2:8). Your Bible class will help you to resist
him with “It is written” (Mat. 4:4ff).
2. Jesus requires me to seek His kingdom
before everything else (Mat. 6:33). Your Bible
class is a work of the kingdom, designed to build
up the kingdom. Can one seek the kingdom first
and refuse or neglect his class?
3. Those who hunger and thirst for God’s way
shall be filled (Mat. 5:6). One who craves more
spiritual nourishment will be in his Bible class
every week, if able.
4. Jesus requires every disciple to bear fruit or
be cut off and lost (John 15:2ff). Your Bible class
will help you have the knowledge and zeal you

need to be a soul-winner.
5. God wants you to grow in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord (2 Pet. 3:18). We cannot
grow in His favor without growing in His
knowledge. Your Bible class helps you to do this.
6. Your Bible class is either a good or an evil
work. I suppose that even those who fail to attend
would call it a good work. God’s people are

commanded to be “zealous of good works” (Tit.
2:14). How can one be zealous of this work and
refuse to attend and support it?
One’s attitude toward the Lord’s work is a
true indication of his attitude toward Christ Himself (John 12:48). My brother or sister, please
think soberly on these truths!
908 Imperial Drive; Denton, TX 76201

A Moving Congregation
Burt Jones
Every once in a while a member or a visitor
will remark, “This certainly is a friendly congregation.” Sometimes, a member or a visitor
will remark, “you certainly do have a lot of
movement during the services.” This is embarrassing.
Now let me say from the beginning that
preachers can generally continue to preach
without a noticeable break in concentration even
if a locomotive passed through the auditorium
during the lesson. But, let me suggest to you that
this movement during our worship service is
extremely distracting to the entire congregation.
Someone recently said, “Preacher, you may as
well stop preaching during these periods of
movement, because every eye in the audience is
fastened on that door opening or closing, or who
might be walking the aisles, or getting a drink of
water or using the restroom or stretching their
legs, or arriving late and passing in front of those
in the pews who arrived on time.”
A few suggestions:
(1) Position yourself in the auditorium so if it
is necessary to move during the service (and,
having had three children I understand this) there
will be a minimum of distraction from the Lords’
Supper, the message, the singing, etc.
(2) Make an extra effort to see that your
children and/or you get to the restroom and get a

drink of water before services begin.
(3) Practice self-discipline. A few minutes
should not make that much difference, and it
certainly would show consideration for the audience. Believe me, there have been some services
that your preacher would have crawled over
every pew in the building for a cool, refreshing
glass of water! Try to wait a few minutes, if
possible.
Now, this article is not written in anger, nor
is it written to make anyone else angry. It is
simply to bring to mind something that, possibly,
you have not considered. I have been to congregations with virtually no moving around during
the service. I have been to other churches that
remind me of Grand Central Station during
worship. It has to be a matter of teaching and observing self-discipline, because some churches
do not have this problem, while some do.
If we are assembled to worship God and edify
one another, how can we do these things if we
are constantly a moving congregation?
Now, please do not get mad and say, “I’ll
move around when I get good and ready!” Just
try this for a while.
Brethren, if I did not think we all could improve in this area I would not have written this
article (1 Cor. 14:40).
P.O. Box 531; Marietta, OH 45750
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).

VOL. XXXIV

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

Reading/Invitation
August 24, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Louis Herrington
August 31, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

AUGUST 15, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What the Bible Has to Say...About Who
Christ Will Add to His Church
Jess Whitlock
“For the husband is the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body” (Eph. 5:23). Christ ought to
know who is in His church, since He is the
Savior of the body, the church (Col. 1:18-24).
Have you ever wondered how many bodies
there are belonging to Christ? The Bible gives
the answer in clarion tone: “There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope
of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:4-6).
Just as a husband is to have but one wife, a body
has only one head. The church of Christ has only
one Savior, Who is Jesus Christ. There are just as

many churches (bodies) as there are Gods or as
there are Lords! There is one God! There is one
Lord! Hence, there is one body! If there is one
body, and there is, then there is only one church
(Eph. 1:22-23).
Have you ever wanted to be a part of the
church that you can read about in the pages of
your New Testament? You need to know that
you cannot “join” the church of the Bible. You
ought to know that you cannot be “voted” into
the church that Christ built. You need to be
aware that you cannot “buy” your entrance into
the church of the New Testament. There is only
one way that any man has ever been granted
admittance into the church of God. Note
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Brian Gresham was baptized into Christ
on August 21, 2005. Dale Cunningham was
restore to Christ on August 21, 2005. Please
keep Brian and Dale in your prayers and
offer them encouragement.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
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Mark These Dates

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST 22, 2005

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

August 31, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
September 7, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Pierce

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798
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Baptized/Restored

Reading/Invitation

BEACON

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers: Harold
and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis, and Faye
Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).

August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

Directory Change
Al Flesher’s new address is: 710 Scenic
Highway, Apt. 220; Pensacola, FL 32503.
His telephone number remains the same.
Please update your directory.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Liberties Illicitly Taken
Tim Smith
It always troubles me to hear of brethren
taking liberties with His Word not granted them
therein. Whether in the name of greater unity or
(alleged) growth or with no excuse offered all too
often these days we hear or read of those who
have decided to abandon the Word Jesus gave us
to do in quest of some “new” area of interest that
promises to make all of the problems of the past
disappear. Such unauthorized ventures fix
nothing—but they do create a whole new genre
of troubles to plague the faithful for generations
to come.
The primary concern of the church Jesus
built—that is, the one of which one may read on
the pages of the New Testament—is the salvation
of lost souls. Our spheres of operation include
preaching the one, true Gospel to the lost (Mat.

28:10-20); preaching the one, true Gospel to the
saved by way of edification (Acts 20:32); and
engaging in benevolence (Jam. 1:27). There is no
disputing these activities. The Bible plainly
enjoins—not suggests—the three of them.
Where in these three spheres of operation—
or, where in the Bible at all for that matter—do
we find authority for entertainment? For exercise
classes? For rummage sales? For ball teams? The
answer is simple: we do not. It is not the work of
the church to rear your children; that is your job.
It is not the work of the church to provide a
“family life center” to fill your bored hours—if
you are doing the Jesus-authorized work of the
church you will find that you have no boring
hours.
How does it feel to be a member of a con-

gregation that has forsaken the Jesus-authorized
work of the church in preference for worldly and
unauthorized pursuits? I do not know, myself, as
I am not so attached. I would think that one’s
conscience would bother him, seeing how he has
affiliated himself with a group more concerned
with entertaining each other than pleasing the
One Who died on the cross to save him. While
that may sound sarcastic (usually when I hit the
nail on the head, the owner of the specific head
makes such an accusation), it is not. Think about

it: church is not about me or you or anything or
anyone but Him and Judgment. Since He will
Judge us, ought not we do His Will? His Will is
revealed on the pages of the New Testament. If
the congregation of the church of Christ you
attend does not respect the Jesus-authorized work
of the church, leave it immediately and find a
sound group. Heaven and Hell hang in the balance for you—and your family.
1272 Enon Road; Webb, AL 38376

A Christian Will...
Marvin Weir
The word “Christian” is used like many other
words are used today—loosely. One may claim
to be a Christian when in reality he is far from
being a faithful child of God. A Christian is a
follower of Christ; thus, one who is not content
to follow the Lord cannot be a Christian.
A Christian will love God! Jesus said, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind”
(Mat. 22:37). A proper love for God will not
leave room for a love of things that are contrary
to His Will. John warns, “Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world”
(1 John 2:15-16).
We live in the world but are not to be of the
world. This means Christians must make proper
choices if they are to be pleasing unto God. One
may convince himself that he can serve both God
and worldly riches, but Christ says such is not
possible (Mat. 6:24). It is either one or the other.
A Christian will respect the word of God!
So many today who claim to love God have utter

contempt and disdain for His Word. Jesus said,
“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John
14:15). John taught the brethren, “we know that
we love the children of God, when we love God,
and keep his commandments. For this is the love
of God, that we keep his commandments: and his
commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:2-3).
The Word of God commands Christians to
“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). A
faithful child of God will not support or encourage false teaching. This is a serious matter
within the Lord’s church today. Many claim to
disagree with the liberal path the preacher and
elders are following, but they assemble each
week to listen to unsound teaching and to give as
they have been prospered.
If the Word of God is respected, one will not
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contribute in any way toward false teaching. A
Christian will have the attitude of the Psalmist
who said, “I esteem all thy precepts concerning
all things to be right; and I hate every false way”
(Psa. 119:128).
A Christian will cherish the church of
Christ! The cost of the Lord’s church is a constant reminder of the precious nature of this
spiritual institution. Paul charged the Ephesian
elders, saying, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood” (Acts 20:28). The Lord’s church is to
be held in high esteem. Paul teaches, “Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, That he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27).
The “give me Christ but not the church”

mentality that was espoused years ago is still
alive and well. Many profess their love for the
Lord while admitting their disgust for the one
true church. One who does not love Christ’s
church cannot love the Christ.
A Christian will be steadfast and immovable! The apostle Paul warns Christians to
no longer be like children, “tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:14). To the
Corinthian brethren he said, “be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
A Christian has made the decision to follow
Christ and do His will. One is not steadfast nor
unmovable who compromises Christian principles with the world or man-made denominations. Jesus, knowing man, warns, “No man,
having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

New Testament Faith
Christianity is a system of faith, and in that
arrangement the individual who is converted to
Christ undergoes a change by his acceptance of
the Gospel of Christ. God’s scheme of salvation
is based upon man’s response to the truth.
Our word faith comes from a Greek word
which can be translated as faith or belief. The
root word for faith is peitho which means to
persuade, to confide in, or to trust. One person
defined faith in this manner: “To acknowledge
Jesus Christ as Savior and devote oneself to Him.
To believe and embrace what God has made
known, and to live ones life thereby.” Faith is not
just belief as some would have us think. Belief
alone will not save! Notice James 2:19: “Thou

believest that there is one God; thou doest well:
the devils also believe, and tremble.” Question:
Will the devils be saved? If it takes belief alone,
they would! But we realize that this cannot be the
case. Faith must be active and based upon God’s
Word. “For as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also” (Jam. 2:26).
Thus, we can clearly see that God expects us
to do something. We must hear (Rom.10:17),
believe (Mark 16:16), repent (Luke 13:3), confess (Rom. 10:9-10), be baptized for remission of
sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16), and then live
faithfully (1 Cor. 15:58; 1 John 1:7). This is the
faith that saves!
Author Unknown
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“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). A
faithful child of God will not support or encourage false teaching. This is a serious matter
within the Lord’s church today. Many claim to
disagree with the liberal path the preacher and
elders are following, but they assemble each
week to listen to unsound teaching and to give as
they have been prospered.
If the Word of God is respected, one will not

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25-30
Theme: The Love of God

contribute in any way toward false teaching. A
Christian will have the attitude of the Psalmist
who said, “I esteem all thy precepts concerning
all things to be right; and I hate every false way”
(Psa. 119:128).
A Christian will cherish the church of
Christ! The cost of the Lord’s church is a constant reminder of the precious nature of this
spiritual institution. Paul charged the Ephesian
elders, saying, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood” (Acts 20:28). The Lord’s church is to
be held in high esteem. Paul teaches, “Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, That he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27).
The “give me Christ but not the church”

mentality that was espoused years ago is still
alive and well. Many profess their love for the
Lord while admitting their disgust for the one
true church. One who does not love Christ’s
church cannot love the Christ.
A Christian will be steadfast and immovable! The apostle Paul warns Christians to
no longer be like children, “tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:14). To the
Corinthian brethren he said, “be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
A Christian has made the decision to follow
Christ and do His will. One is not steadfast nor
unmovable who compromises Christian principles with the world or man-made denominations. Jesus, knowing man, warns, “No man,
having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

New Testament Faith
Christianity is a system of faith, and in that
arrangement the individual who is converted to
Christ undergoes a change by his acceptance of
the Gospel of Christ. God’s scheme of salvation
is based upon man’s response to the truth.
Our word faith comes from a Greek word
which can be translated as faith or belief. The
root word for faith is peitho which means to
persuade, to confide in, or to trust. One person
defined faith in this manner: “To acknowledge
Jesus Christ as Savior and devote oneself to Him.
To believe and embrace what God has made
known, and to live ones life thereby.” Faith is not
just belief as some would have us think. Belief
alone will not save! Notice James 2:19: “Thou

believest that there is one God; thou doest well:
the devils also believe, and tremble.” Question:
Will the devils be saved? If it takes belief alone,
they would! But we realize that this cannot be the
case. Faith must be active and based upon God’s
Word. “For as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also” (Jam. 2:26).
Thus, we can clearly see that God expects us
to do something. We must hear (Rom.10:17),
believe (Mark 16:16), repent (Luke 13:3), confess (Rom. 10:9-10), be baptized for remission of
sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16), and then live
faithfully (1 Cor. 15:58; 1 John 1:7). This is the
faith that saves!
Author Unknown
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Brian Gresham was baptized into Christ
on August 21, 2005. Dale Cunningham was
restore to Christ on August 21, 2005. Please
keep Brian and Dale in your prayers and
offer them encouragement.
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Mark These Dates

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST 22, 2005

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

August 31, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
September 7, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Pierce

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

VOL. XXXIV

Baptized/Restored

Reading/Invitation

BEACON

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers: Harold
and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay Hollowell,
Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis, and Faye
Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).

August 21, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
August 21, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 24, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
August 31, 2005–Fifth Wednesday Singing
at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

Directory Change
Al Flesher’s new address is: 710 Scenic
Highway, Apt. 220; Pensacola, FL 32503.
His telephone number remains the same.
Please update your directory.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Liberties Illicitly Taken
Tim Smith
It always troubles me to hear of brethren
taking liberties with His Word not granted them
therein. Whether in the name of greater unity or
(alleged) growth or with no excuse offered all too
often these days we hear or read of those who
have decided to abandon the Word Jesus gave us
to do in quest of some “new” area of interest that
promises to make all of the problems of the past
disappear. Such unauthorized ventures fix
nothing—but they do create a whole new genre
of troubles to plague the faithful for generations
to come.
The primary concern of the church Jesus
built—that is, the one of which one may read on
the pages of the New Testament—is the salvation
of lost souls. Our spheres of operation include
preaching the one, true Gospel to the lost (Mat.

28:10-20); preaching the one, true Gospel to the
saved by way of edification (Acts 20:32); and
engaging in benevolence (Jam. 1:27). There is no
disputing these activities. The Bible plainly
enjoins—not suggests—the three of them.
Where in these three spheres of operation—
or, where in the Bible at all for that matter—do
we find authority for entertainment? For exercise
classes? For rummage sales? For ball teams? The
answer is simple: we do not. It is not the work of
the church to rear your children; that is your job.
It is not the work of the church to provide a
“family life center” to fill your bored hours—if
you are doing the Jesus-authorized work of the
church you will find that you have no boring
hours.
How does it feel to be a member of a con-
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
September 7, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Pierce
September 14, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born

AUGUST 29, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Seed Principle
Carl Hecker
In the beginning it was stated and the law of
reproduction has been confirmed in the experience of all mankind over the centuries. It is an
obvious, continuous, and immutable fact of life.
Kind produces after its own kind (Gen. 1:24)!
The seed of one plant brings forth of its own
kind...always! Of course, this is true of physical
man and all of the other facets of God’s creation.
It is also true in the religious world.
A Baptist preacher, preaching Baptist doctrine, will always produce a Baptist. He will
never reproduce a Presbyterian. Everyone surely
knows this. The denominational proclaimer can
and does depend upon the law that seed of one
kind brings forth after its kind. He has seed to
sow, and he depends upon it producing as he has
sown!

The Restoration Principle
Early in the history of our country, denominational men began to see that division among
the churches did not help a struggling frontier
people. They needed unity to face the trying
times of those formative years. Some in European countries also observed the fruits of the
Reformation movement. They were not pleased
with their harvest. Forced by necessity, they
began to re-examine their seed.
Consider this Seed
Jesus declared the seed to be the Word of God
(Luke 8:11). What if one preached only the Word
of God? Would it produce something else rather
than a Christian? No one believes that it would.
All agree that the Gospel is the Truth. That the
Truth is the Word of God. That the New

Testament is the revealed Will of the Father.
With that premise, what would happen if men
only preached that Word, nothing else?
If a preacher could only preach the Truth, the
Word, the Will of the Father, revealed in the
New Testament, he could only produce
Christians. He could not make a Baptist—such is
not in the New Testament. He could not make a
Presbyterian—such is not in the New Testament.
He could not make some kind of a Christian—
there is only one kind in the New Testament.
Why is there division? Why so many
denominations? How do men become so mixed
up in trying to explain the different churches,
sometime meeting on the same corner across
from each other? How come there are hundreds
of different and conflicting doctrines all claiming
to be from the same Christ? Is Christ divided? Is
our Father the author of confusion? Is this His
fault? Did He plan it this way?
There are some more specific questions. Did
Christ want us to count beads or burn incense?
Or both? Or neither? Did God want a priesthood
to take our confessions? Did He want His people
divided into clergy and laity? Did He raise up
icons to preach faith only while another preached
works only? Which one should we believe? Is
God indifferent?
Consider the Restoration Principle
Who would want to charge God with the
division of His own people? Who would want to
charge God with supplying faulty seed? Now,

according to the seed principle, division is caused
by men sowing different kinds of seed. Remember, seed produce after their own kind!
What would happen if men began to sow only
the pure seed of the Gospel (1 Pet. 1:22-25)?
Read this passage carefully. The seed principle
affirms that the souls of men would be purified.
If no other seed is mixed in, the souls of men
would remain pure!
The restoration principle calls for men to
preach this Gospel in all its pristine simple
beauty. It calls for men to restrain from trying to
reform old traditions and corrupt practices of the
past.
The restoration principle calls for men to
dedicate themselves to the restoration of preaching the simple terms of the New Testament. It
calls men to organize God’s people in the same,
simple, New Testament arrangement of local
congregations.
The restoration principle calls for men to
preach Christ and Him crucified. It requires men
to put the authority of Christ first and to recognize no other! It pleads for men to strive for the
unity for which He prayed so fervently (John
17:20-21). The prayer even gives the reason for
relying on the seed principle!
Is this asking too much? History has shown
that many will not give up their own religious
past. But you and I can.
Copied

Purity
Curtis L. E. Graves
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of dead men’s bones, and of all
uncleanness” (Mat. 23:27). Does it seem to you

that our world, our nation, our communities are
becoming more and more engulfed in a dark
cloud of immorality. I do not mean to sound like
a doomsayer. However, can we not agree that
morals and purity seem to be going in an ever

downward progression as time goes by? Does it
seem to you that you are seeing and hearing
things that would, never have been allowed just
a few years ago? Do you allow your children to
see and hear things that your parents would never
have allowed? If that trend continues then where
will it stop? Is this a good thing or a bad thing? I
do not believe that those who consider it a bad
thing are in the minority. Yet, it continues on.
Forget about the television programs that we
cannot watch; we have to screen the commercials. I remember when the worse commercial
was that kitty litter commercial that came on as
you were sitting down to eat supper. We have
gone way beyond that now. Everything today
seems to be an appeal to the sensual side of man.

Forget virtues, forget purity, forget morals—
forget God. Throw off those inhibitions. Socalled new thinking says “let’s be sophisticated”;
“save a marriage by cheating instead of by following God’s laws.” So all of these things we
have talked about and many more that we have
not talked about are things that society has tried
to make look sophisticated on the outside but are
really just “dead men’s bones” and “uncleanness.” Where did purity go? Has decency moved
out? Has lust replaced love? A pure person may
be out of tune with the world. However, it is the
pure who are the reason that God has let society
continue. Think about it! “Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God” (Mat. 5:8).
1021 Mt. Pleasant Rd; Chesapeake, VA 23322

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgement”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

Testament is the revealed Will of the Father.
With that premise, what would happen if men
only preached that Word, nothing else?
If a preacher could only preach the Truth, the
Word, the Will of the Father, revealed in the
New Testament, he could only produce
Christians. He could not make a Baptist—such is
not in the New Testament. He could not make a
Presbyterian—such is not in the New Testament.
He could not make some kind of a Christian—
there is only one kind in the New Testament.
Why is there division? Why so many
denominations? How do men become so mixed
up in trying to explain the different churches,
sometime meeting on the same corner across
from each other? How come there are hundreds
of different and conflicting doctrines all claiming
to be from the same Christ? Is Christ divided? Is
our Father the author of confusion? Is this His
fault? Did He plan it this way?
There are some more specific questions. Did
Christ want us to count beads or burn incense?
Or both? Or neither? Did God want a priesthood
to take our confessions? Did He want His people
divided into clergy and laity? Did He raise up
icons to preach faith only while another preached
works only? Which one should we believe? Is
God indifferent?
Consider the Restoration Principle
Who would want to charge God with the
division of His own people? Who would want to
charge God with supplying faulty seed? Now,

according to the seed principle, division is caused
by men sowing different kinds of seed. Remember, seed produce after their own kind!
What would happen if men began to sow only
the pure seed of the Gospel (1 Pet. 1:22-25)?
Read this passage carefully. The seed principle
affirms that the souls of men would be purified.
If no other seed is mixed in, the souls of men
would remain pure!
The restoration principle calls for men to
preach this Gospel in all its pristine simple
beauty. It calls for men to restrain from trying to
reform old traditions and corrupt practices of the
past.
The restoration principle calls for men to
dedicate themselves to the restoration of preaching the simple terms of the New Testament. It
calls men to organize God’s people in the same,
simple, New Testament arrangement of local
congregations.
The restoration principle calls for men to
preach Christ and Him crucified. It requires men
to put the authority of Christ first and to recognize no other! It pleads for men to strive for the
unity for which He prayed so fervently (John
17:20-21). The prayer even gives the reason for
relying on the seed principle!
Is this asking too much? History has shown
that many will not give up their own religious
past. But you and I can.
Copied

Purity
Curtis L. E. Graves
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of dead men’s bones, and of all
uncleanness” (Mat. 23:27). Does it seem to you

that our world, our nation, our communities are
becoming more and more engulfed in a dark
cloud of immorality. I do not mean to sound like
a doomsayer. However, can we not agree that
morals and purity seem to be going in an ever

downward progression as time goes by? Does it
seem to you that you are seeing and hearing
things that would, never have been allowed just
a few years ago? Do you allow your children to
see and hear things that your parents would never
have allowed? If that trend continues then where
will it stop? Is this a good thing or a bad thing? I
do not believe that those who consider it a bad
thing are in the minority. Yet, it continues on.
Forget about the television programs that we
cannot watch; we have to screen the commercials. I remember when the worse commercial
was that kitty litter commercial that came on as
you were sitting down to eat supper. We have
gone way beyond that now. Everything today
seems to be an appeal to the sensual side of man.

Forget virtues, forget purity, forget morals—
forget God. Throw off those inhibitions. Socalled new thinking says “let’s be sophisticated”;
“save a marriage by cheating instead of by following God’s laws.” So all of these things we
have talked about and many more that we have
not talked about are things that society has tried
to make look sophisticated on the outside but are
really just “dead men’s bones” and “uncleanness.” Where did purity go? Has decency moved
out? Has lust replaced love? A pure person may
be out of tune with the world. However, it is the
pure who are the reason that God has let society
continue. Think about it! “Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God” (Mat. 5:8).
1021 Mt. Pleasant Rd; Chesapeake, VA 23322

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgement”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
September 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
September 7, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Ray Pierce
September 14, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born

AUGUST 29, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

The Seed Principle
Carl Hecker
In the beginning it was stated and the law of
reproduction has been confirmed in the experience of all mankind over the centuries. It is an
obvious, continuous, and immutable fact of life.
Kind produces after its own kind (Gen. 1:24)!
The seed of one plant brings forth of its own
kind...always! Of course, this is true of physical
man and all of the other facets of God’s creation.
It is also true in the religious world.
A Baptist preacher, preaching Baptist doctrine, will always produce a Baptist. He will
never reproduce a Presbyterian. Everyone surely
knows this. The denominational proclaimer can
and does depend upon the law that seed of one
kind brings forth after its kind. He has seed to
sow, and he depends upon it producing as he has
sown!

The Restoration Principle
Early in the history of our country, denominational men began to see that division among
the churches did not help a struggling frontier
people. They needed unity to face the trying
times of those formative years. Some in European countries also observed the fruits of the
Reformation movement. They were not pleased
with their harvest. Forced by necessity, they
began to re-examine their seed.
Consider this Seed
Jesus declared the seed to be the Word of God
(Luke 8:11). What if one preached only the Word
of God? Would it produce something else rather
than a Christian? No one believes that it would.
All agree that the Gospel is the Truth. That the
Truth is the Word of God. That the New
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We rejoice with Asia Rae McLeod in
her decision to put on Christ in baptism on
September 4, 2005. Please keep her in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.
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Reading/Invitation

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798
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Baptized

September 14, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born
September 21, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Paul Brantley

BEACON

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).

September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Do Our Young People Need?
Bill Jackson
In answer to this question, we hear a large
chorus in the church urging that the church
become a combination YMCA/YWCA to cater to
recreational desires. Some in the kingdom say we
need a “youth minister,” and often this turns into
a “ministry” of cook-outs, pizza parties, trips to
Six Flags, canoeing on our rivers, and bowling
tournaments. Really, now, is this what our young
people need as we think of their eternal souls?
There are some parents who have long since
turned from their responsibilities, and now they
wish the church to step in and take over. This is
one of the true, but very sad, facts of our time.
But, what do our young people need? We
suggest these:
(1) They need godly homes/parents.
Ephesians 6:4 lays it upon fathers to see that, in

the home environment, children are brought up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Under
Moses’ law, the Word, concerning the laws of
God, was that “thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children” (Deu. 6:7). The greatest push
toward heaven that youngsters can receive will
be from godly parents, the opposite is also
true—the wrong kind of home influence can be
a very strong push toward eternal torment.
(2) They need examples before them. Paul
commended the faith in Timothy, and then noted
that such was in his mother and in his
grandmother before him (2 Tim. 1:5). For all of
us, the Lord’s requirement is that we teach truth
and live truth, walking wisely before all (Col.
4:5). Children need to be taught the truth in the
home, and they have a right to see truth lived out

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgement”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday-Thursday at 6:00 pm in the general purpose building.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals on Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals on Tuesday & Thursday
Make plans to attend the Gospel meeting.
in the lives of their parents. In the home
environment, they then should be exposed to the
beauty of holiness.
(3) They need to have personal faith in the
Word. There is no exception—faith is built upon
the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). Young people
are responsible and will stand in the judgement
(Ecc. 11:9), and they need to hear and know the
Will of the Lord. Bible instruction, in the home
and in the congregation, provides that which
spiritually benefits, and such spirituality comes
in no other way. Young people must come to

personal knowledge of what is right, and then
also to see what is wrong. Bible teaching will
provide that which all the hot dogs and pizza in
the world cannot give!
(4) They need a sense of responsibility. No
one can provide that for them in the way their
parents can. To the degree that their age and
maturity permit, theirs should be a life having
commensurate responsibilities—before God, in
the home, before all authority, in school, in the
community. They should learn of responsibility,
and discipline, and the trust that will be given

them when they behave properly.
(5) They need love. They do not always need
approval, and very often proper love from
parents will discipline rather than approve. Love
provides what is needed in (the circumstance and
situation. Love—is not weak, permissive, and
tolerant of wrong. Children need it, and must
have it, in the Biblical way and in the biblical

measure.
We, in the church, and right now, are paying
dearly because in so many places we have
provided the pizza, but we have not provided the
things just mentioned. Let us purpose, in the
home and in the congregation to begin doing
better and immediately!
Deceased

The Power of an Invitation
Tom L. Childers
Brother Glenn L. McCullough was in the
dairy business near Tupelo, Mississippi. Mr. A.
D. Prince was a salesman from Memphis who
regularly called on him for needed supplies. One
day, Mr. Prince arrived at brother McCullough’s
farm rather late in the afternoon. He was told he
would have to come back the next day because
there was a Gospel meeting at the Gloster Street
Church of Christ that night and he was getting
ready to attend. Mr. Prince said that was fine and
agreed to come back the next day. As he was
leaving, brother McCullough thought, “I should
ask him to attend our Gospel meeting.” He
invited the salesman to stay for supper and attend
the Gospel meeting. Mr. Prince agreed and not
only attended that night, but attended three nights
of the Gospel meeting conducted by Jack Meyer.
Even though he learned what to do to become a
Christian, he did not obey the Gospel during his
visits.
A few months later, Mr. Prince was given a
new job and did not come back to Tupelo to call
on brother McCullough. Years passed by and one
day brother McCullough saw a newspaper story
about A. D. Prince III, who was a student at a
Christian college. He made a few phone calls and
found out Mr. Prince had received another
invitation to attend a tent meeting in Memphis
which was a few blocks from where he worked.

He attended the Gospel meeting and obeyed the
Gospel the first night. Later, he became an elder
in the church and the student honored at the
Christian college was his grandson.
Years later, both brother McCullough and
brother Prince learned they had a terminal
disease and were given just a few months to live.
As time drew near for both men, brother Prince
had his sister to drive him from his home in
Arkansas to brother McCullough’s home in
Tupelo to pay one final visit and to say, “I want
to thank you for inviting me to the Gospel
meeting that night. If it had not been for your
invitation, I probably would never have heard the
Gospel and become a Christian. It was your
invitation that made it possible for my family,
my grandchildren, and me to become Christians.
I will be forever grateful. Thank you.”
What would have happened to the Prince
family if brother McCullough had said, “My
conscience says I ought to invite this salesman to
the Ggospel meeting, but I know it won’t do any
good”?
The Bible says, “Go ye therefore into the
highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the
marriage” (Mat. 22:9). Gospel meetings are not
out-of-date; neither is inviting the lost to hear the
preaching of the Gospel.
via “The Leonard Street Light”

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgement”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday-Thursday at 6:00 pm in the general purpose building.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals on Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals on Tuesday & Thursday
Make plans to attend the Gospel meeting.
in the lives of their parents. In the home
environment, they then should be exposed to the
beauty of holiness.
(3) They need to have personal faith in the
Word. There is no exception—faith is built upon
the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). Young people
are responsible and will stand in the judgement
(Ecc. 11:9), and they need to hear and know the
Will of the Lord. Bible instruction, in the home
and in the congregation, provides that which
spiritually benefits, and such spirituality comes
in no other way. Young people must come to

personal knowledge of what is right, and then
also to see what is wrong. Bible teaching will
provide that which all the hot dogs and pizza in
the world cannot give!
(4) They need a sense of responsibility. No
one can provide that for them in the way their
parents can. To the degree that their age and
maturity permit, theirs should be a life having
commensurate responsibilities—before God, in
the home, before all authority, in school, in the
community. They should learn of responsibility,
and discipline, and the trust that will be given

them when they behave properly.
(5) They need love. They do not always need
approval, and very often proper love from
parents will discipline rather than approve. Love
provides what is needed in (the circumstance and
situation. Love—is not weak, permissive, and
tolerant of wrong. Children need it, and must
have it, in the Biblical way and in the biblical

measure.
We, in the church, and right now, are paying
dearly because in so many places we have
provided the pizza, but we have not provided the
things just mentioned. Let us purpose, in the
home and in the congregation to begin doing
better and immediately!
Deceased

The Power of an Invitation
Tom L. Childers
Brother Glenn L. McCullough was in the
dairy business near Tupelo, Mississippi. Mr. A.
D. Prince was a salesman from Memphis who
regularly called on him for needed supplies. One
day, Mr. Prince arrived at brother McCullough’s
farm rather late in the afternoon. He was told he
would have to come back the next day because
there was a Gospel meeting at the Gloster Street
Church of Christ that night and he was getting
ready to attend. Mr. Prince said that was fine and
agreed to come back the next day. As he was
leaving, brother McCullough thought, “I should
ask him to attend our Gospel meeting.” He
invited the salesman to stay for supper and attend
the Gospel meeting. Mr. Prince agreed and not
only attended that night, but attended three nights
of the Gospel meeting conducted by Jack Meyer.
Even though he learned what to do to become a
Christian, he did not obey the Gospel during his
visits.
A few months later, Mr. Prince was given a
new job and did not come back to Tupelo to call
on brother McCullough. Years passed by and one
day brother McCullough saw a newspaper story
about A. D. Prince III, who was a student at a
Christian college. He made a few phone calls and
found out Mr. Prince had received another
invitation to attend a tent meeting in Memphis
which was a few blocks from where he worked.

He attended the Gospel meeting and obeyed the
Gospel the first night. Later, he became an elder
in the church and the student honored at the
Christian college was his grandson.
Years later, both brother McCullough and
brother Prince learned they had a terminal
disease and were given just a few months to live.
As time drew near for both men, brother Prince
had his sister to drive him from his home in
Arkansas to brother McCullough’s home in
Tupelo to pay one final visit and to say, “I want
to thank you for inviting me to the Gospel
meeting that night. If it had not been for your
invitation, I probably would never have heard the
Gospel and become a Christian. It was your
invitation that made it possible for my family,
my grandchildren, and me to become Christians.
I will be forever grateful. Thank you.”
What would have happened to the Prince
family if brother McCullough had said, “My
conscience says I ought to invite this salesman to
the Ggospel meeting, but I know it won’t do any
good”?
The Bible says, “Go ye therefore into the
highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the
marriage” (Mat. 22:9). Gospel meetings are not
out-of-date; neither is inviting the lost to hear the
preaching of the Gospel.
via “The Leonard Street Light”
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We rejoice with Asia Rae McLeod in
her decision to put on Christ in baptism on
September 4, 2005. Please keep her in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.
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Mark These Dates

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SEPTEMBER 5, 2005

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

Reading/Invitation

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

VOL. XXXIV

Baptized

September 14, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born
September 21, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Paul Brantley

BEACON

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Faye Little (Dot Dodd’s mother).

September 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Do Our Young People Need?
Bill Jackson
In answer to this question, we hear a large
chorus in the church urging that the church
become a combination YMCA/YWCA to cater to
recreational desires. Some in the kingdom say we
need a “youth minister,” and often this turns into
a “ministry” of cook-outs, pizza parties, trips to
Six Flags, canoeing on our rivers, and bowling
tournaments. Really, now, is this what our young
people need as we think of their eternal souls?
There are some parents who have long since
turned from their responsibilities, and now they
wish the church to step in and take over. This is
one of the true, but very sad, facts of our time.
But, what do our young people need? We
suggest these:
(1) They need godly homes/parents.
Ephesians 6:4 lays it upon fathers to see that, in

the home environment, children are brought up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Under
Moses’ law, the Word, concerning the laws of
God, was that “thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children” (Deu. 6:7). The greatest push
toward heaven that youngsters can receive will
be from godly parents, the opposite is also
true—the wrong kind of home influence can be
a very strong push toward eternal torment.
(2) They need examples before them. Paul
commended the faith in Timothy, and then noted
that such was in his mother and in his
grandmother before him (2 Tim. 1:5). For all of
us, the Lord’s requirement is that we teach truth
and live truth, walking wisely before all (Col.
4:5). Children need to be taught the truth in the
home, and they have a right to see truth lived out

NO. 37

Susan McLaughlin was restored to
Christ on September 7 and Dale
Cunningham was restored to Christ on
September 11. Please keep them in your
prayers and offer encouragement.
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September 21, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Paul Brantley
September 28, 2005
Gospel meeting with Mark Mosher

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798
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Restored

Reading/Invitation

BEACON

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, and Nancy
Travis.

Dallas and Karen Diamond wish to
announce the birth of their grandson,
Jaiden, born on September 7, to Kandace
and Nash Patel. He weighed 7 lbs. 15 oz.
and was 19 inches long.
Henry and Paulette Born wish to
announce the birth of their grandson,
Wyatt Lane, born on September 11, to
Nicole and Todd Blancheri. He weighed 6
lbs. 15 oz.
Our congratulations are extended to all.

Mark These Dates
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Well Said vs. Well Done
Burt Jones
One of the favorite action provoking phrases
of the day is, You can talk the talk, but can you
walk the walk?”
I am amazed at the brotherhood “couch
potatoes” who seem to know what ought to be
done but never do it themselves. We watch professional sports in which highly compensated
athletes compete as we stand on the edge of the
arena and observe the contenders. We stare and
yell and boo and hiss, but it never occurs to us
that we should be on the field.
Our Lord has a lot to say about “doing” and
surprisingly little concerning “talking the talk.”
Matthew 25:21 records the words of our Lord:
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”
Well doing is the way to enter into the joy of the
Lord.

“And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psa. 1:3).
Some of my preaching brethren, some elders,
and some of the dearest souls on the face of the
earth, sound in every other way, fall short in this
most important aspect of carrying out the Great
Commission. They do not have a course of
action! Spiritual people—men and women truly
walking in the light, have a tendency to think that
walking by faith means that you need no plan for
“doing.” Since faith is defined as the substance
of things that you hope for, then in order to do
that thing for which you hope, you must have a
blueprint, a plan, a short-term and a long-term
strategy.

“Ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place” (2 Pet. 1:19).
I once asked a young very energetic preacher
just what he wanted to do with all those years
ahead of him, barring accident or illness. He
looked at me sheepishly, then averted his eyes
for a moment. “Do you have an idea of your plan
to do well in executing ‘that which is right’ in the
eyes of God?” He shook his head and shrugged
his shoulders. “I guess to help people and go to
heaven.” I replied, “Is that all? What are the
specifics as to how you will do these things?” If

we commit to doing our best for the Master, then
with training and dedication, so many of the
choices of life will come into focus clearer and
sharper. It is similar to getting just the right prescription for your eyeglasses. The lenses take
into account your own eye’s ability and then
focus them accordingly.
Is it “Well Said” or “Well Done” in your life?
“Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow” (Isa. 1:17).
P.O. Box 531; Marietta, Ohio 45750

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgment”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday-Thursday at 6:00 pm in the general purpose building.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals on Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals on Tuesday & Thursday
Make plans to attend the Gospel meeting.

A Few Simple Points
About Spreading the Word
Preston Silcox
If we are concerned about lost souls and if we
desire to build up the local church, there are a
few necessary matters to which we must give
careful attention. Consider the following.
We must have a perception of the need. This
includes understanding that Christ obligates us to
take the Gospel to those around us (Mat. 28:1820; Mark 16:15-16), as well as simply observing
that the local church must be perpetuated.
We must apply the principle of Acts 8:1, 4.
These two verses show the scattering of the
saints and then the scattering of the seed. They
indicate that every member was involved in the
process of evangelism—not just those in leadership positions.
We must recognize the power of the gospel.
While some shy away from personal work be-

lieving that they are not assertive or eloquent
enough, the Bible shows that the power to
convert the sinner from the error of his way is in
the message, not in the messenger (cf. Rom.
1:16; Heb. 4:12).
We must understand that persistence is
essential. Consider 1 Corinthians 15:58 in light
of the subject at hand: “Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.”
So, are we really concerned about lost souls
and do we really care about building up the local
church? Then let us get to work!
4006 Sunset Street; Muskogee, OK 74403

The Permanent Record
Columnist Bob Green of the Chicago Tribune
has a theory about what is wrong with the world.
He blames it on what he calls the “Death of The
Permanent Record.”
He recalls that grade-school children once
lived in fear of having their bad behavior noted
on The Permanent Record. Because of this,
people learned in their youth to stop before they
did something deceitful or unethical. They did
not stop because they were so good but for fear
of having their actions written down.
Today, according to Bob Green, people have
come to the conclusion that there is no such thing
as a permanent record. In fact, they believe no
one has a right to keep track. Green says that
with today’s emphasis on our rights of privacy, if

a school child were ever threatened with something going on his permanent record, he would
probably file suit under the Freedom of Information Act and gain possession of his files before recess.
Behind Green’s humor is an excellent point.
Where there is no fear of a lasting record, people
tend to do what they think they can get away
with. The problem for mankind, however, is that
a permanent record does exist—and it is kept by
God. “And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27).
Friends, the Almighty keeps record! Will you be
in the Lamb’s book of life? Author Unknown

“Ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place” (2 Pet. 1:19).
I once asked a young very energetic preacher
just what he wanted to do with all those years
ahead of him, barring accident or illness. He
looked at me sheepishly, then averted his eyes
for a moment. “Do you have an idea of your plan
to do well in executing ‘that which is right’ in the
eyes of God?” He shook his head and shrugged
his shoulders. “I guess to help people and go to
heaven.” I replied, “Is that all? What are the
specifics as to how you will do these things?” If

we commit to doing our best for the Master, then
with training and dedication, so many of the
choices of life will come into focus clearer and
sharper. It is similar to getting just the right prescription for your eyeglasses. The lenses take
into account your own eye’s ability and then
focus them accordingly.
Is it “Well Said” or “Well Done” in your life?
“Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow” (Isa. 1:17).
P.O. Box 531; Marietta, Ohio 45750

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgment”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday-Thursday at 6:00 pm in the general purpose building.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals on Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals on Tuesday & Thursday
Make plans to attend the Gospel meeting.

A Few Simple Points
About Spreading the Word
Preston Silcox
If we are concerned about lost souls and if we
desire to build up the local church, there are a
few necessary matters to which we must give
careful attention. Consider the following.
We must have a perception of the need. This
includes understanding that Christ obligates us to
take the Gospel to those around us (Mat. 28:1820; Mark 16:15-16), as well as simply observing
that the local church must be perpetuated.
We must apply the principle of Acts 8:1, 4.
These two verses show the scattering of the
saints and then the scattering of the seed. They
indicate that every member was involved in the
process of evangelism—not just those in leadership positions.
We must recognize the power of the gospel.
While some shy away from personal work be-

lieving that they are not assertive or eloquent
enough, the Bible shows that the power to
convert the sinner from the error of his way is in
the message, not in the messenger (cf. Rom.
1:16; Heb. 4:12).
We must understand that persistence is
essential. Consider 1 Corinthians 15:58 in light
of the subject at hand: “Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.”
So, are we really concerned about lost souls
and do we really care about building up the local
church? Then let us get to work!
4006 Sunset Street; Muskogee, OK 74403

The Permanent Record
Columnist Bob Green of the Chicago Tribune
has a theory about what is wrong with the world.
He blames it on what he calls the “Death of The
Permanent Record.”
He recalls that grade-school children once
lived in fear of having their bad behavior noted
on The Permanent Record. Because of this,
people learned in their youth to stop before they
did something deceitful or unethical. They did
not stop because they were so good but for fear
of having their actions written down.
Today, according to Bob Green, people have
come to the conclusion that there is no such thing
as a permanent record. In fact, they believe no
one has a right to keep track. Green says that
with today’s emphasis on our rights of privacy, if

a school child were ever threatened with something going on his permanent record, he would
probably file suit under the Freedom of Information Act and gain possession of his files before recess.
Behind Green’s humor is an excellent point.
Where there is no fear of a lasting record, people
tend to do what they think they can get away
with. The problem for mankind, however, is that
a permanent record does exist—and it is kept by
God. “And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27).
Friends, the Almighty keeps record! Will you be
in the Lamb’s book of life? Author Unknown
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Susan McLaughlin was restored to
Christ on September 7 and Dale
Cunningham was restored to Christ on
September 11. Please keep them in your
prayers and offer encouragement.
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SEPTEMBER 12, 2005

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

September 21, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Paul Brantley
September 28, 2005
Gospel meeting with Mark Mosher

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

VOL. XXXIV

Restored

Reading/Invitation

BEACON

BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, and Nancy
Travis.

Dallas and Karen Diamond wish to
announce the birth of their grandson,
Jaiden, born on September 7, to Kandace
and Nash Patel. He weighed 7 lbs. 15 oz.
and was 19 inches long.
Henry and Paulette Born wish to
announce the birth of their grandson,
Wyatt Lane, born on September 11, to
Nicole and Todd Blancheri. He weighed 6
lbs. 15 oz.
Our congratulations are extended to all.

Mark These Dates
September 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
September 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Well Said vs. Well Done
Burt Jones
One of the favorite action provoking phrases
of the day is, You can talk the talk, but can you
walk the walk?”
I am amazed at the brotherhood “couch
potatoes” who seem to know what ought to be
done but never do it themselves. We watch professional sports in which highly compensated
athletes compete as we stand on the edge of the
arena and observe the contenders. We stare and
yell and boo and hiss, but it never occurs to us
that we should be on the field.
Our Lord has a lot to say about “doing” and
surprisingly little concerning “talking the talk.”
Matthew 25:21 records the words of our Lord:
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”
Well doing is the way to enter into the joy of the
Lord.

“And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psa. 1:3).
Some of my preaching brethren, some elders,
and some of the dearest souls on the face of the
earth, sound in every other way, fall short in this
most important aspect of carrying out the Great
Commission. They do not have a course of
action! Spiritual people—men and women truly
walking in the light, have a tendency to think that
walking by faith means that you need no plan for
“doing.” Since faith is defined as the substance
of things that you hope for, then in order to do
that thing for which you hope, you must have a
blueprint, a plan, a short-term and a long-term
strategy.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
October 31, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”
Tom Wacaster
There are a lot of questions that one might ask
as he journeys through this life: “What career
should I pursue?” “Who should I marry?” But
perhaps the most important that you will ever ask
appears in the title of this article. It is the
question that the Philippian jailer asked as
recorded by Luke in Acts 16:30. It was asked by
a host of other men and women, and the answer
is revealed in the pages of the New Testament.
Let us give some consideration to the question
and the answer you find in God’s Word. We will
start with the last word and move toward the
beginning of the question.
First, “What must I do to be saved?” Saved
from what? Bible students know that sin
separates one from his God (Isa. 59:1-2). The
consequences of that separation, should one fail

to obey God, will be eternal separation, as well
as severe punishment for our sins. Oft times we
measure the seriousness of a crime by the punishment attached thereto. Friends, if the punishment for sin is eternity in hell, how grievous
must be the nature of sin. Sin is a slap in the face
of God. It is rebellion against our Creator. The
great challenge is getting men to realize that they
are lost in the first place. We live in the land of
high technology, modern medicine, and it seems
there is nothing we cannot accomplish. But all of
us need to be saved from our sins and the
consequences thereof.
“What must I do to be saved?” There is
something man must do. We are responsible
creatures. God has done His part; we must do
ours. He has sent His Son, provided us with

guidance from His Word, and endured with great
long suffering awaiting our response to His
gracious love. What we do is an act of obedience,
not an act of merit. But there is something that
we must do.
“What must I do to be saved?” Each one of us
shall give an account to God for what we have
done in this life (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:12). I cannot obey God’s commands for you, neither can
you respond to God’s gracious invitation for me.
None of us will coast into heaven on the righteous coat tails of someone else.
“What must I do to be saved?” We are speaking of essentialities. These are not options. God
has carefully set forth the steps by which one can
enter into the body of Christ and thereby contact
the blood of Christ. We cannot order up some
plan for our salvation like we would order a
burger at Burger King. Humility is submitting to
God’s way of doing things, having authority for
all we do in matters of religion (Col. 3:17).
“What must I do to be saved?” Some folks
would have us believe that the what is extremely
mysterious. Too many have made God’s eternal
plan for man’s salvation complicated. But it is
not complicated. It is so simple that it takes help
to misunderstand His will. Before we proceed to
set forth the what, note that there must be some
precise point by which I pass from without to
within God’s spiritual realm of safety. That point
must be so clear, so precise that I can know
confidently that, whereas I was lost, I am now

saved. There is some action on my part that
“translates” me out of the power of darkness into
the kingdom (Col. 1:12-13). It is not at the point
of belief, for the devils believe and tremble (Jam.
2:19). It is not at the point of confession, for
confession of the name of Christ is unto or in the
direction of salvation (Rom. 10:9-10). And
although it is essential that we repent before
entering into the body of Christ (Acts 2:38; Luke
13:3), we never read of anyone having their sins
washed away at the point of repentance.
Paul is a prime example. He repented, and
even prayed, but was still without forgiveness,
leading Ananias to command him to “arise, and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts
22:16). Baptism puts one into Christ (Rom. 6:35), causes us to “put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27), and
results in our being raised to walk in newness of
life (Rom. 6:4-5). No wonder Peter would tell us
that baptism is “The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21). It
is interesting that most religious organizations
place baptism at some point after salvation, but
the Bible repeatedly places baptism between the
sinner and his becoming a child of God. Since
the truth is what saves us, and since most folks
have followed a lie regarding God’s plan for our
salvation, it is an indisputable fact that most folks
remain in their sin, lost, and without hope. Think
about it.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

The Indestructible Bible
A. G. Freed
The Bible is the oldest book the world has. It
antedates the Chinese bible. It has come down to
us through the ages. Its enemies have sought to
destroy it. Its pages are stained with the blood of
martyrs. Empires, kingdoms, and states have

crumbled around it. How do you account for the
Bible surviving the wreck of time? The answer is
that God is with it and in it.
It was Mears who said:
The lyric poetry of the Hebrews was in its

golden age nearly a thousand years before
the birth of Horace. Deborah sang a model
of a triumphant song a full five hundred
years before Sappho was born. The book
of Esther was a venerable fragment of
biography, more strange than fiction, at
least twelve hundred years old at the dawn
of the romantic literature of Europe. The
proverbs of Solomon are by eight hundred
years more ancient than the writings of
Seneca.
Though it has been exploded, demolished,

and made ready for the grave countless times, it
goes on its triumphant way, giving light, hope,
and salvation to unnumbered millions in many
lands and many tongues.
The Bible lives in spite of men. False theories
of religion profess to be built upon it. A relentless war is waged upon it by those who hate it,
and friends to it have become lukewarm. Yet the
Bible is here. It is the deathless book. It is as
eternal as God. “But the word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25).
via “Gospel Preceptor”

Gospel Meeting with
Mark Mosher
September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
Sunday Class:
AM Worship:
PM Worship:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
“God’s Love Seen in Marriage”
“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgement”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday-Thursday at 6:00 pm in the general purpose building.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals on Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals on Tuesday & Thursday
Make plans to attend the Gospel meeting.
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not an act of merit. But there is something that
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shall give an account to God for what we have
done in this life (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:12). I cannot obey God’s commands for you, neither can
you respond to God’s gracious invitation for me.
None of us will coast into heaven on the righteous coat tails of someone else.
“What must I do to be saved?” We are speaking of essentialities. These are not options. God
has carefully set forth the steps by which one can
enter into the body of Christ and thereby contact
the blood of Christ. We cannot order up some
plan for our salvation like we would order a
burger at Burger King. Humility is submitting to
God’s way of doing things, having authority for
all we do in matters of religion (Col. 3:17).
“What must I do to be saved?” Some folks
would have us believe that the what is extremely
mysterious. Too many have made God’s eternal
plan for man’s salvation complicated. But it is
not complicated. It is so simple that it takes help
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the kingdom (Col. 1:12-13). It is not at the point
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2:19). It is not at the point of confession, for
confession of the name of Christ is unto or in the
direction of salvation (Rom. 10:9-10). And
although it is essential that we repent before
entering into the body of Christ (Acts 2:38; Luke
13:3), we never read of anyone having their sins
washed away at the point of repentance.
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even prayed, but was still without forgiveness,
leading Ananias to command him to “arise, and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts
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results in our being raised to walk in newness of
life (Rom. 6:4-5). No wonder Peter would tell us
that baptism is “The like figure whereunto even
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sinner and his becoming a child of God. Since
the truth is what saves us, and since most folks
have followed a lie regarding God’s plan for our
salvation, it is an indisputable fact that most folks
remain in their sin, lost, and without hope. Think
about it.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

The Indestructible Bible
A. G. Freed
The Bible is the oldest book the world has. It
antedates the Chinese bible. It has come down to
us through the ages. Its enemies have sought to
destroy it. Its pages are stained with the blood of
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crumbled around it. How do you account for the
Bible surviving the wreck of time? The answer is
that God is with it and in it.
It was Mears who said:
The lyric poetry of the Hebrews was in its
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the birth of Horace. Deborah sang a model
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biography, more strange than fiction, at
least twelve hundred years old at the dawn
of the romantic literature of Europe. The
proverbs of Solomon are by eight hundred
years more ancient than the writings of
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and made ready for the grave countless times, it
goes on its triumphant way, giving light, hope,
and salvation to unnumbered millions in many
lands and many tongues.
The Bible lives in spite of men. False theories
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September 25 - 30
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:00 am; Sunday-Friday Evenings: 7:30 pm

Theme: The Love of God
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“God’s Love for Us and Our Love for God”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Church”
“God’s Love Seen in Salvation”
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“God’s Love Seen in Worship”
“God’s Love Seen in Judgement”
“God’s Love as Seen in the Prodigal Son”
“God’s Love Seen in Heaven”

A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday-Thursday at 6:00 pm in the general purpose building.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meals on Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meals on Tuesday & Thursday
Make plans to attend the Gospel meeting.
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SEPTEMBER 19, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
September 25-30, 2005–Gospel Meeting
with Mark Mosher.
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
October 31, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.
November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”
Tom Wacaster
There are a lot of questions that one might ask
as he journeys through this life: “What career
should I pursue?” “Who should I marry?” But
perhaps the most important that you will ever ask
appears in the title of this article. It is the
question that the Philippian jailer asked as
recorded by Luke in Acts 16:30. It was asked by
a host of other men and women, and the answer
is revealed in the pages of the New Testament.
Let us give some consideration to the question
and the answer you find in God’s Word. We will
start with the last word and move toward the
beginning of the question.
First, “What must I do to be saved?” Saved
from what? Bible students know that sin
separates one from his God (Isa. 59:1-2). The
consequences of that separation, should one fail

to obey God, will be eternal separation, as well
as severe punishment for our sins. Oft times we
measure the seriousness of a crime by the punishment attached thereto. Friends, if the punishment for sin is eternity in hell, how grievous
must be the nature of sin. Sin is a slap in the face
of God. It is rebellion against our Creator. The
great challenge is getting men to realize that they
are lost in the first place. We live in the land of
high technology, modern medicine, and it seems
there is nothing we cannot accomplish. But all of
us need to be saved from our sins and the
consequences thereof.
“What must I do to be saved?” There is
something man must do. We are responsible
creatures. God has done His part; we must do
ours. He has sent His Son, provided us with
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October 5, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Bill Busch
October 12, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Bill Crowe

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES

Placed Membership
Jodi Hendrix has placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. Her
address is: 2355 West Michigan Avenue,
Apt. E7; Pensacola, FL 32526. Her
telephone number is 288-0100. Please
make her welcome and update your
directory.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
October 31, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Reverence
Gary W. Summers
Reverence is not a subject that even those
who claim to be Christians talk about much any
more. In the pursuit of “raucous worship,”
silence and meditation have fallen into disuse.
Some are more interested in exciting dramas,
clapping hands, and whooping it up (for the
Lord, of course) than they are in thinking and
reflecting about the Creator of the universe. Man
has made God in his image and in this era is not
really into: “Be still, and know that I am God”
(Psa. 46:10).
The Second College Edition of The American
Heritage Dictionary defines reverence as “a
feeling of profound awe and respect and often
love” and later adds the idea of actions accompanying that “feeling.” These elements comprise
what is meant by reverence. When one thinks of

the great power that God possesses, how is it
possible not to stand in awe? Every amazing feat
that man has ever done pales by comparison to
what the Almighty has accomplished. We have
but figured out now how to use parts of His
creation for our own benefit; He put all of the
resources here for us to use at the very beginning! We have not invented or discovered anything that He did not already know.
Respect should follow from a consideration of
His power, but it also comes from a realization of
His very nature. His love, benevolence, kindness,
holiness, justice, mercy, and forgiveness could
not have been invented by man. We know the
importance of all these attributes, and we could
not have invented anyone this perfect. God
always does right. He does not act out of petty

motives, as we do. We respect His fairness.
Love is due to God for Who He is and what
He does. “We love Him because He first loved
us” (1 John 4:19). It is difficult not to love One
who has given us this world over which to have
dominion (Gen. 1:26-28), as well as “all things
that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3).
Our reverence for God ought to include all these
essentials; certain actions are required, also.
Our reverence for God should be demonstrated in our worship, the preparation for which
should begin the evening before by getting
enough sleep. Some have been known to say, “I
just can’t get up in time,” which merits the response, “What time are you going to sleep?”
Certainly it is difficult to arise by 7:00 A.M. if
the previous evening’s activities lasted until 1:00
A.M.
One should arrive for worship—not in a fit of
haste—with worldly concerns dominating one’s
thoughts, but with spiritual matters uppermost in
one’s mind. With adequate rest one should arrive
on time, preferably a few minutes early (especially if teaching). Is it reverence to enter the
class or assembly during a song, prayer, or
during the teaching and preaching? Sometimes
unusual circumstances arise (especially with

small children), but in many congregations,
people filter in consistently from one to twenty
minutes late.
Prior to worship, should we not be thinking
about the worship of God we will be offering
Him? Fellowship with each other is important,
but frequently we are so noisy that some do not
hear anything until about the third announcement. We have plenty of time to visit when the
assembly has been dismissed. Usually, there is a
Bible text to ponder, and it would not hurt any of
us to be seated a couple of minutes before we
begin to think and meditate.
Our reverence for God ought to be reflected
in the way we treat one another, since we have all
been made in His image and bought by the blood
of Christ. It should also be displayed in our daily
living. How can we speak and act like those in
the world during the week and then expect that
God will accept our “reverence” on the first day
of the week? We ought also to have times of
daily reverence, in which we study and call on
the name of our God in prayer. Always His name
and that of Jesus should be profoundly respected.
Reverence should be part of our Christian
outlook.
3671 Oak Vista Lane; Winter Park, FL 32792

Why, O Why, Have a Praise Team?

12; 1 Cor. 14:34-37)?
3. Since, one song leader is capable of helping
us comply with the command to all sing together
(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19), what possible reason
could there be for using many?
4. By implication that God wants us all to
sing, He does not care if our voices are very
good. So why does praise team membership
require something of God’s people that God does
not (a good singing voice)? God looks at our
heart, not our voice (1 Sam. 16:7).
5. Why implement a practice that originated
from denominations, and that is foreign to the
Bible, and is without Bible support (Col. 2:8;
Eph. 5:6; 2 Tim. 3:14; 2 The. 2:15)?
6. Are praise team congregations more
interested in “how they feel” (Rom. 7:25; 8:4-8)?
7. Why begin a practice when you do not
have to, that causes division in the Lord’s body?
“That ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).
8. Would praise team congregations consider
not having a praise team, because they love the
Lord’s church so much that they do not want to
cause any unnecessary divisions (Eph. 4:1-3)?
9. The Bible teaches that God calls people
through the Gospel (2 The. 2:14). Are praise
team congregations using praise teams as a
primary way to get people to come?

10. Would having a pray team, leading us in
prayer, all at once, be out of order (1 Cor.
14:40)? Could it also consist of women? Why
have many, if one person is sufficient?
11. Praise team congregations say the silence
of the Scriptures authorize the use of praise
teams in the worship service. If this is true, does
the silence of the Scriptures also authorize the
use of trampolines and jump ropes in the worship
service (Col. 3:17; Mat. 28:18-20; 2 Tim. 3:1617)?
12. Why are praise team congregations so
unwilling to defend this practice with their
brethren, if they believe its right to do? “Prove all
things; hold fast that which is good” (1 The.
5:21).
13. Will praise team congregations one day
adopt other denominational practices they see
and like, and have no Bible authority for? “That
we also may be like all the nations” (1 Sam.
8:20).
14. Will congregations that say, “We don’t
want a praise team, but, we don’t see anything
wrong with one, and don’t think it’s a matter of
fellowship,” later acquire one too? “Be not
deceived: evil communications corrupt good
manners” (1 Cor. 15:33; Rom. 16:17).
15. Why form a praise team when all of
God’s people are a praise team (Heb. 13:15)?
Copied

Richard Stevens, III
Some of the Lord’s congregations have
adopted the denominational practice of having a
praise team. They insist that they are only trying
to edify the Lord’s worship. For those of us who
may not know what a praise team is, let me give
you some insight. Praise teams are formed
groups of people with very good voices that lead
the congregation in songs. They vary in number
and consist of men and women, or men, or
women. But, we ask why?

1. Is the reason for having a praise team to
glorify God as we are obligated to do (John 4:2324; 1 Pet. 4:11), or to please and entertain
people? “Do I seek to please men? for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the servant of
Christ” “Christ pleased not himself” (Gal. 1:10;
Rom. 15:3).
2. Since, praise teams “lead” the congregation, are praise teams which consist of women
in violation of women leading men (1 Tim. 2:11-

Could This Be Us?
• My idea of visitation—Folks coming to see
me.
• My idea of sympathy—Everybody suffers
with me.
• My idea of meekness—Yielding to me.
• My idea of unity—Everybody agreeing with
me.
• My idea of cooperation—Everybody work-

ing in my place.
• My idea of a good sermon—One that fits
everybody but me.
• My idea of a sinner—The person I dislike.
• My idea of good attendance in worship—
Showing up when I feel the need.
Author Unknown
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Love is due to God for Who He is and what
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begin to think and meditate.
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of Christ. It should also be displayed in our daily
living. How can we speak and act like those in
the world during the week and then expect that
God will accept our “reverence” on the first day
of the week? We ought also to have times of
daily reverence, in which we study and call on
the name of our God in prayer. Always His name
and that of Jesus should be profoundly respected.
Reverence should be part of our Christian
outlook.
3671 Oak Vista Lane; Winter Park, FL 32792

Why, O Why, Have a Praise Team?

12; 1 Cor. 14:34-37)?
3. Since, one song leader is capable of helping
us comply with the command to all sing together
(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19), what possible reason
could there be for using many?
4. By implication that God wants us all to
sing, He does not care if our voices are very
good. So why does praise team membership
require something of God’s people that God does
not (a good singing voice)? God looks at our
heart, not our voice (1 Sam. 16:7).
5. Why implement a practice that originated
from denominations, and that is foreign to the
Bible, and is without Bible support (Col. 2:8;
Eph. 5:6; 2 Tim. 3:14; 2 The. 2:15)?
6. Are praise team congregations more
interested in “how they feel” (Rom. 7:25; 8:4-8)?
7. Why begin a practice when you do not
have to, that causes division in the Lord’s body?
“That ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).
8. Would praise team congregations consider
not having a praise team, because they love the
Lord’s church so much that they do not want to
cause any unnecessary divisions (Eph. 4:1-3)?
9. The Bible teaches that God calls people
through the Gospel (2 The. 2:14). Are praise
team congregations using praise teams as a
primary way to get people to come?

10. Would having a pray team, leading us in
prayer, all at once, be out of order (1 Cor.
14:40)? Could it also consist of women? Why
have many, if one person is sufficient?
11. Praise team congregations say the silence
of the Scriptures authorize the use of praise
teams in the worship service. If this is true, does
the silence of the Scriptures also authorize the
use of trampolines and jump ropes in the worship
service (Col. 3:17; Mat. 28:18-20; 2 Tim. 3:1617)?
12. Why are praise team congregations so
unwilling to defend this practice with their
brethren, if they believe its right to do? “Prove all
things; hold fast that which is good” (1 The.
5:21).
13. Will praise team congregations one day
adopt other denominational practices they see
and like, and have no Bible authority for? “That
we also may be like all the nations” (1 Sam.
8:20).
14. Will congregations that say, “We don’t
want a praise team, but, we don’t see anything
wrong with one, and don’t think it’s a matter of
fellowship,” later acquire one too? “Be not
deceived: evil communications corrupt good
manners” (1 Cor. 15:33; Rom. 16:17).
15. Why form a praise team when all of
God’s people are a praise team (Heb. 13:15)?
Copied

Richard Stevens, III
Some of the Lord’s congregations have
adopted the denominational practice of having a
praise team. They insist that they are only trying
to edify the Lord’s worship. For those of us who
may not know what a praise team is, let me give
you some insight. Praise teams are formed
groups of people with very good voices that lead
the congregation in songs. They vary in number
and consist of men and women, or men, or
women. But, we ask why?

1. Is the reason for having a praise team to
glorify God as we are obligated to do (John 4:2324; 1 Pet. 4:11), or to please and entertain
people? “Do I seek to please men? for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the servant of
Christ” “Christ pleased not himself” (Gal. 1:10;
Rom. 15:3).
2. Since, praise teams “lead” the congregation, are praise teams which consist of women
in violation of women leading men (1 Tim. 2:11-

Could This Be Us?
• My idea of visitation—Folks coming to see
me.
• My idea of sympathy—Everybody suffers
with me.
• My idea of meekness—Yielding to me.
• My idea of unity—Everybody agreeing with
me.
• My idea of cooperation—Everybody work-

ing in my place.
• My idea of a good sermon—One that fits
everybody but me.
• My idea of a sinner—The person I dislike.
• My idea of good attendance in worship—
Showing up when I feel the need.
Author Unknown
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, and Nancy
Travis.
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October 5, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Bill Busch
October 12, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Bill Crowe

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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MEETING TIMES

Placed Membership
Jodi Hendrix has placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. Her
address is: 2355 West Michigan Avenue,
Apt. E7; Pensacola, FL 32526. Her
telephone number is 288-0100. Please
make her welcome and update your
directory.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 2, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
October 31, 2005–Visitation Group Gettogether at 6:00 pm, in the general
purpose building. A covered-dish meal
will precede the meeting.

SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Reverence
Gary W. Summers
Reverence is not a subject that even those
who claim to be Christians talk about much any
more. In the pursuit of “raucous worship,”
silence and meditation have fallen into disuse.
Some are more interested in exciting dramas,
clapping hands, and whooping it up (for the
Lord, of course) than they are in thinking and
reflecting about the Creator of the universe. Man
has made God in his image and in this era is not
really into: “Be still, and know that I am God”
(Psa. 46:10).
The Second College Edition of The American
Heritage Dictionary defines reverence as “a
feeling of profound awe and respect and often
love” and later adds the idea of actions accompanying that “feeling.” These elements comprise
what is meant by reverence. When one thinks of

the great power that God possesses, how is it
possible not to stand in awe? Every amazing feat
that man has ever done pales by comparison to
what the Almighty has accomplished. We have
but figured out now how to use parts of His
creation for our own benefit; He put all of the
resources here for us to use at the very beginning! We have not invented or discovered anything that He did not already know.
Respect should follow from a consideration of
His power, but it also comes from a realization of
His very nature. His love, benevolence, kindness,
holiness, justice, mercy, and forgiveness could
not have been invented by man. We know the
importance of all these attributes, and we could
not have invented anyone this perfect. God
always does right. He does not act out of petty
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Ervin Brantley (Paul and Elward
Brantley’s brother).
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Restored
Tia McLeod was restored to Christ on
September 30, 2005. Please keep Tia in
your prayers and offer her encouragement.
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Susan McLaughlin in the death of her aunt,
Alita Meads, on October 1, 2005. Please
keep Susan and her family in your prayers.

OCTOBER 3, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Reading/Invitation
October 12, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Bill Crowe
October 19, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

Marriage Is for How Long?
Tom Wacaster
Sociologists are telling us that an alarming
number of people are growing weary with the
traditional concept of family, marriage, and the
home. Commitment and acceptance of responsibility have almost become taboo when it comes
to taking marriage vows. A number of years ago
a Hollywood jewelry store advertised, “We Rent
Wedding Rings.” In the mid 1980s a representative in the Maryland state legislature advocated
a three-year marriage contract with the option of
renewal. The reason for the proposed legislation
was that “the idea of ‘til death do us part’ is
frightening and often unrealistic.” Or, on a more
humorous note, someone ran the following ad in
a west Texas newspaper’s personal column:
“Recently divorced man misses married feelings.
Wanted: Cold, picky woman with big spending

habits to meet once monthly so that I can be
reminded of present good fortune.” The reason
for the western world’s rapid abandonment of
marriage as a life long commitment is due to the
fact that she long ago rejected the inspired Word
of God as the infallible guide in matters pertaining to the family and marriage. Consequently
we have seen a rapid increase in the divorce rate
in the last three or four decades. I can distinctly
remember the great concern, not only among
preachers, but sociologists, when, in the early
1960s, records indicated that one marriage in five
were ending in divorce. Now we are witnessing
a divorce rate of one in three, and in some areas,
one in two.
For those of us who respect the teachings of
God on this matter, marriage is still a life-long

commitment, in which we are taught that one
man is to marry one woman, and that matrimony
is for life. The only exceptions to this are (1)
fornication on the part of one’s spouse, and (2)
the death of one’s spouse. Take a close look at
Matthew 19:1-10.
Unfortunately there are some among us who
are seeking to find some sort of “loop hole” in
the plain teaching of Jesus, and come up with
some “other reason” for putting away one’s
spouse. Since the mid 1960s we have seen an
increase in false teaching on the subject of
marriage and divorce. Books, lectures, seminars,
and sermons, all of which teach that man can
actually put away their spouse for any reason,
marry again, and remain in the marriage
relationship without any fear of reprisal from the
Almighty, continue to fill the shelves of our
bookstores and flow from the pulpits of our land.
Meanwhile, the error contained can only pollute
the minds of those who would find an easy way
out and/or justification for the mess they have
gotten themselves into.
Unfortunately we have leaders in God’s
church who are more anxious to increase the
number on the roll than to bring men to
repentance. They are quick to baptize couples
whom they know full well have been married and
divorced for unscriptural reasons, without
teaching them the truth on the subject. It seems

that the policy for the 21st century is: “Don’t ask;
don’t tell.”
There is another problem that we now face.
There are some who, while holding fast to the
true doctrine, do not apply the truth to the given
situation. I even had one man tell me, “I know
what Matthew 19:1-9 teaches, but it is not
practical in this culture.” My, my! How dare we
acknowledge a truth, and then excuse ourselves
from the application of that truth by suggesting
that God has given us a law that is not
“practical.” Keep this in mind: toleration of the
practice of error is no different than the proclamation of that error. One says it by words, the
other by his action. In either case we are filling
the church with fornicators. A North Dakota
judge once said to a young couple: “According to
the laws of this state I must declare you free from
the bonds of marriage, but I remind you that
probably on the books of Almighty God you are
still husband and wife.” Unfortunately, some of
our own brethren have not recognized the truth
expressed by this civil magistrate. Marriage is for
life. While some may receive a grant of divorcement from a civil court, that does not mean
they have been granted lawful separation in the
sight of their God. “So they are no more two, but
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Mat. 19:6).
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Naaman
Bob Howton
Most “church-going” people are quite familiar
with the colorful character Naaman. He was a
great man with his master, and honorable, and a
mighty man in valor, but he was a leper. A little
Israelite maiden told of a prophet in Samaria who
could cleanse him of the dreaded disease. First,
he appealed to the King of Israel. He tried to buy
the cleansing with silver and gold and raiment.

Then, when he was given the rules he balked.
Upon obeying, Naaman became as clean as a
little child. Now, consider how we are very much
like Naaman.
When it comes to attending all of the services
at church many folks balk. Instead of being
thankful for the opportunity to assemble, and
learn, they do not understand why one has to go

every time the doors are open. Why should one
attend all services? Because the blessing is only
for those who are “stedfast, unmoveable, and
always abounding in the work of the Lord”
(1 Cor. 15:58). Why argue over something which
has such great rewards?
Some like to pull a “Naaman” when considering their contribution to the Lord. They figure that their giving someone a can of tomatoes,
or baking someone a pie, or visiting someone in
the hospital has already cost them enough for one
week. Notwithstanding, they know that the Bible
commands laying by in store upon the first day
of the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2) That means, Give on
the appointed day, as God has prospered you!
Like Naaman, these folks want to “dip only two
or three times” instead of doing what God has
said.
Like Naaman, many act as if studying “to
shew thyself approved unto God” (2 Tim. 2:15)
does not apply to them, so they let someone else
study, and impart their knowledge to them, in a
Bible class or a pulpit lesson. Do these think that
while standing before the judgment bar of God,
their “behold I thought” is going to suffice, or
excuse their personal responsibility to “prove all
things: and hold fast that which is good? (1 The.

5:21).
When it comes to being kind, tenderhearted,
loving, and attentive to others, some are more
like a prune, or a slice of dill pickle. They retreat
into themselves, thwart every attempt that others
make to be friendly to them, and then rush out
like a herd of buffalos when the last “Amen” is
said, then have no idea why “that bunch over
there is so cold and unfriendly.” Human kindness
is what others owe to them, not anything they
owe to another. Like Naaman, they need to read
and heed “A man that hath friends must shew
himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Pro. 18:24).
One of Naaman’s greatest failings was appealing to the wrong source. He wrote the King
of Israel, who could do nothing for his leprosy.
Today, multitudes seek counsel from worldly
associates, who know little, or nothing about
God’s Word. “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33).
“Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the
blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall
fall into the ditch” (Mat. 15:14).
Why argue about a “thus sayeth the Lord”?
To do so is to lose! Obey and WIN!
10990 Country Haven; Cottondale, AL 35453

Husband’s Ten Faults
Even the most devoted couple will experience
a stormy bout once in a while. A grandmother,
celebrating her golden wedding anniversary,
once told the secret to her long and happy marriage. “On our wedding day, I decided to make a
list of ten of my husband’s faults which for the
sake of the marriage, I would overlook,” she
said.
A guest asked the woman what some of his
faults were which she had chosen to overlook.
The grandmother replied, “To tell you the truth,
my dear, I never did get around to listing them.

But whenever my husband did something that
made me hopping mad, I would say to myself,
Lucky for him that’s one of the ten” (Carl D.
Windsor).
“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things”
(1 Cor. 13:4-7).
Author Unknown
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himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Pro. 18:24).
One of Naaman’s greatest failings was appealing to the wrong source. He wrote the King
of Israel, who could do nothing for his leprosy.
Today, multitudes seek counsel from worldly
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God’s Word. “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33).
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Husband’s Ten Faults
Even the most devoted couple will experience
a stormy bout once in a while. A grandmother,
celebrating her golden wedding anniversary,
once told the secret to her long and happy marriage. “On our wedding day, I decided to make a
list of ten of my husband’s faults which for the
sake of the marriage, I would overlook,” she
said.
A guest asked the woman what some of his
faults were which she had chosen to overlook.
The grandmother replied, “To tell you the truth,
my dear, I never did get around to listing them.

But whenever my husband did something that
made me hopping mad, I would say to myself,
Lucky for him that’s one of the ten” (Carl D.
Windsor).
“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
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all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things”
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Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
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and Ervin Brantley (Paul and Elward
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Restored
Tia McLeod was restored to Christ on
September 30, 2005. Please keep Tia in
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Susan McLaughlin in the death of her aunt,
Alita Meads, on October 1, 2005. Please
keep Susan and her family in your prayers.

OCTOBER 3, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Reading/Invitation
October 12, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Bill Crowe
October 19, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 9, 2005–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 16, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

Marriage Is for How Long?
Tom Wacaster
Sociologists are telling us that an alarming
number of people are growing weary with the
traditional concept of family, marriage, and the
home. Commitment and acceptance of responsibility have almost become taboo when it comes
to taking marriage vows. A number of years ago
a Hollywood jewelry store advertised, “We Rent
Wedding Rings.” In the mid 1980s a representative in the Maryland state legislature advocated
a three-year marriage contract with the option of
renewal. The reason for the proposed legislation
was that “the idea of ‘til death do us part’ is
frightening and often unrealistic.” Or, on a more
humorous note, someone ran the following ad in
a west Texas newspaper’s personal column:
“Recently divorced man misses married feelings.
Wanted: Cold, picky woman with big spending

habits to meet once monthly so that I can be
reminded of present good fortune.” The reason
for the western world’s rapid abandonment of
marriage as a life long commitment is due to the
fact that she long ago rejected the inspired Word
of God as the infallible guide in matters pertaining to the family and marriage. Consequently
we have seen a rapid increase in the divorce rate
in the last three or four decades. I can distinctly
remember the great concern, not only among
preachers, but sociologists, when, in the early
1960s, records indicated that one marriage in five
were ending in divorce. Now we are witnessing
a divorce rate of one in three, and in some areas,
one in two.
For those of us who respect the teachings of
God on this matter, marriage is still a life-long
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Reading/Invitation
October 19, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
October 26, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 23, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Can You Be Saved Without Obedience?
Jerry W. Joseph
The Bible teaches that salvation has been
made available by God’s grace, mercy, and love.
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world” (Tit. 2:11-12). “But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved).... For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph.
2:4-5, 8-9). “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from

wrath through him” (Rom. 5:8-9). Salvation is
available because of God’s grace, mercy, and
love.
We surely can see God’s grace, mercy, and
love in the sending of His Son and the sacrifice
that He made for us on the cross. This was done
so that salvation could be ours. “But we see
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man” (Heb. 2:9).
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered; And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:8-9). “For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of

God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). Without the death of
Christ, the shedding of His blood and His resurrection, salvation would not be available. Salvation is available because of what Christ has
done.
This salvation that God has brought to us by
His grace, mercy, and love, that has been bought
by the blood of Christ can become a reality
through obedience to His Word. Salvation is
available to us. It is a gift from God. But as with
any other gift, to enjoy the benefits of the gift, it
must be accepted. To state that there are no
conditions attached to God’s salvation is to
affirm “Universalism.” Universalism says that
because of God’s grace and love, no one is going
to be lost but everyone is going to be saved, no
matter what a person believes, teaches, or practices. Universalism says that there cannot be any
conditions placed upon man to obtain salvation.
If universalism is true, then Jesus was wrong
when He said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which
go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it” (Mat. 7:13-14). Jesus was
not mistaken when He said, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them,

I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity” (Mat. 7:21-23).
Is salvation conditional? Yes! If not, then
universalism is true, for the apostle Paul wrote,
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men” (Tit. 2:11). For universalism to be true, salvation has to be by “grace
only.” But, salvation is not by “grace only.” It is
not by grace apart from man’s obedience that
salvation is obtained. Notice again the words
found in Hebrews 5:9: “And being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him.” Does that verse teach that
obedience is necessary to salvation? It certainly
does. The Word of our Lord as recorded in
Matthew 7:21 demonstrates that one must do the
will of the Father to go to heaven. We must be
active in our salvation. The question asked by the
people in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost, “Men
and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37)
shows that they realized that there was something
they had to do. Peter did not say to them, “You,
foolish people, don’t you know that there is
nothing for you to do to be saved, it is solely by
God’s grace.” Peter did say, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost” (Acts 2:38). Is there anything wrong with
giving that answer today when we are asked what
a person must do to be saved? No! In fact, that is
what God wants and that is what people need to
hear.
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The Religious Radical Right?
Tom Wacaster
Howard Dean has recently accused the GOP
of being a party of “white-Christians.” His accusation is not new; its only clothed in different

garments with different terminology. Only a few
years ago the liberal media sought to brand the
religious element in our society as the “religious

radical right.” By definition, the “religious radical right” is anyone who holds to a belief in God,
a concern for moral integrity, and seeks to participate in government or civil matters so as to
maintain a sense of stability for this country.
This being a fair analysis of the “radical
right,” I guess I must confess guilt as a member.
So while we are taking a look at this radical
right, let us set forth some of the extreme dangers
of this political force in America. These people
are tired of crime and injustice and want something done about it.
Those in the radical right seek to raise their
children to respect and honor the city, state, and
federal authorities, and to submit to them in all
matters that are right and just. This little right
wing extreme element has a deep respect for life,
both the born and the unborn. The radical right

will read their Bibles regularly, pray for this
nations leaders, pay their taxes (though sometimes with complaint for the ever increasing
amount), contribute of their means to charitable
causes, seek to maintain a sense of moral stability
in their lives, and seek to treat others with dignity
and respect for their civil rights. Yes sir, this little bunch of radicals refuse to protest against the
military, riot in the streets, neglect their taxes,
spit on or burn the flag, and espouse hatred for
our local police or federal authorities. Yes sir, I
suppose that this religious right is just about the
most dangerous force that we presently have
voicing their opinion in this well-ordered country
of ours! This radical right element used to have
another name. It was called “American
Patriotism.”
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

Things That Matter
Tim Smith
It seems to me that too many people are too
wrapped up with things that do not really matter.
I mean, think about it: people are dying in a lost
condition and we are doing little to help them
and it ought not be that way! We, as God’s
children, fellow-laborers with the apostles,
brethren of Jesus, ought to be busy doing His
work. You may object that you are doing what
you should be doing, and if that is true then this
does not apply to you. Read along anyway,
please, just in case.
Please remember that the work of the church
is the saving of lost souls. We operate in three
distinct spheres—preaching to the alien sinner
(Mat. 28:18-20), preaching to the saved (Acts
20:32), and helping the needy (Jam. 1:27). Gossiping and backbiting and nit picking and the like
fall under which of these? Right—none! So why
do they rear their ugly heads among His people?

What good has ever come from fussing about
trivial matters of no biblical consequence? None.
When Jesus comes in judgment, He will not
be impressed with our petty pursuits. He will not
understand that we had things that to us were
more important than His Will. We may impress
other people with our pettiness, but not Him.
As you live, please consider the vast sphere of
operation in which we conduct the business of
the Lord. Think about the souls going into
judgment unprepared to meet Jesus. Find your
niche and get in there and do what He commands. Church is not about me or you or them or
those or us...it is about Him. Let Him be the
center of attention. Roll up your sleeves and get
to the work and you will be amazed at how little
time is left for things that do not matter.
1272 Enon Road; Webb, AL 38376
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Hollowell, Lucille Staples, Nancy Travis,
and Ervin Brantley (Paul and Elward
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Reading/Invitation
October 19, 2005
Reading: Will McLaughlin
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
October 26, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 16, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
October 23, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Can You Be Saved Without Obedience?
Jerry W. Joseph
The Bible teaches that salvation has been
made available by God’s grace, mercy, and love.
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world” (Tit. 2:11-12). “But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved).... For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph.
2:4-5, 8-9). “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from

wrath through him” (Rom. 5:8-9). Salvation is
available because of God’s grace, mercy, and
love.
We surely can see God’s grace, mercy, and
love in the sending of His Son and the sacrifice
that He made for us on the cross. This was done
so that salvation could be ours. “But we see
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man” (Heb. 2:9).
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered; And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:8-9). “For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
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and Ervin Brantley (Paul and Elward
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Reading/Invitation
October 26, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Foshee
November 2, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 23, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Why Do Some Young People
Not Remember God?
Wayne Jones
On a number of occasions, God calls upon
man to use his memory as a spiritual catalysts.
For example, Paul wrote that we should
“remember the poor” (Gal. 2:10). In this context
(and others like it), the call to remember is much
more than a mental recollection of thoughts.
God’s call to remember is directly tied to
responsibility. Paul was encouraging the
Galatians to not only acknowledge the poor, but
to do something for them. God remembers in this
fashion. The Spirit reveals that while Noah and
his family were in the ark, “God remembered
Noah” along with all that were with him in the
ark (Gen. 8:1). Consequently, “God blessed
Noah” (Gen. 9:1). God makes it very clear that

by remembering, we should then be motivated to
do something.
Another of God’s calls for man to remember
is made in Ecclesiastes 12:1: “Remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”
God realized that there would be many
distractions during a person’s younger years.
Likewise, God knew that the hearts of most
young people are softer than the hearts of those
who are older. God also realized that there would
be many situations in which young people would
need the help and assistance of their Creator.
God further knew that if they did not seek the

help from God that they might be led astray. For
their safety and spiritual well-being, God
commanded all young people to remember Him.
It is obvious that the majority of young people
in our world have failed to obey His commandment. Their actions and attitudes express
the fact that they do not remember God in their
youth. Accordingly, most of these same people
will not remember God when they get older.
Why is this the case? Why do some young
people not remember God? Lord willing, the
answers we find will be helpful to those who are
young, as well as, those of us who are older.
It is not because God has forgotten them.
God gives young people a place in Scripture
(Psa. 127:3-5; 1 Sam. 17:33; Ecc. 11:9-10; 1
Tim. 4:12). God also has required the instruction
of young people in every generation (Deu. 6:6-7;
Jos. 4:6; Exo. 12:26). God was very deliberate in
expressing His need for young people through
the pages of the Bible. It was God who used
young people, like in the case of Joseph and
Potiphar’s wife, David and Goliath, Daniel and
the king’s, and the feeding of the 5,000.
Through these accounts, even the casual Bible
reader can see that God has a special place for
young people in His service. No young person
can realistically say that God has forgotten him.
It is not because God is easily forgotten.
Modern theories claim that God is so easily
forgotten that you cannot even prove that He
really exists. However, God can easily be seen in

nature (Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:19-20). Sunsets,
sunrises, waterfalls, snowstorms, mountain
scenes, powerful rivers, and endless oceans are
all evidences of God. With nature as a witness,
God is not easily forgotten. Furthermore, God is
revealed in detail through the inspired Word.
From the Bible we know that God is the Creator
and Sustainer of all life. We know that He is fair,
eternal, compassionate, forgiving, loving,
concerned, and perfect. With 66 books given and
preserved for our consideration that reveal His
nature, God should not be easily forgotten. (This
is not to say that evil and suffering do not exist,
but a thorough knowledge of the Bible and what
it says and teaches about the Creator, enables one
to understand the nature of both and how a
Christian can cope in such a world where each
are a reality.—SH).
It is not because all young people want to
forget God. There is not normally a day when a
young person wakes up and says, “Today is the
day that I will forget God and do what I want to
do.” Departure from God is usually gradual
rather than all-at-once. So many times, a young
person is carried away from God through peer
pressure and negative influences and he does not
even realize it until it is too late. Satan is very
crafty in his approach toward all men, especially
young people. Therefore, we must be constantly
on guard to protect the souls of our precious
young people.
P.O. Box 128; Southaven, MS 38671

Making Money and Using It

and tried his best to advance and make more
money because he felt he was doing the will of
God in so doing? Well, here the picture changes;
but let me aks this, is there anything wrong for a
man to seek to make money in order that he may
use it to, say, support a missionary?
There is nothing wrong in money itself.
Money is certainly good when in the hands of the
righteous. Money is needed by the family man to
support his family. If he is going to be a good
husband and father, he must be concerned about
making money. There are expenses for food,
shelter, clothing, transportation, and hundreds of
other things he must provide someway. Attitude
is the key. It is not, “Money is the root of all
evil”; it is “The love of money....” And, “Covetousness...is idolatry.”
A man actually serves God when he uses his
money properly. He is to give as he purposes in
his heart. He is to be a good steward considering
what he has as actually belonging to God. In all
things, with all his talents, he is to put the
kingdom of God first.
Now consider Ephesians 4:28: “Let him that
stole steal no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth.”
The reason a thief is to stop stealing and start
working is in order that he rather may be able to
give.
We recognize several areas of service—
preaching is but one. To serve as an elder or a
deacon, a Bible class teacher, in visitation, etc.,
is also serving the Lord. We should be grateful

for those who choose the ministry of giving. The
church needs many more who would consider
their giving a ministry, for we all have that
ministry. Those who choose this ministry and are
able to give well should not consider this ability
a power to use in the decisions the church makes
in how it spends its money, unless, of course the
church engages in something ungodly or unscriptural. Churches should not curry the favor of
those who have the ability to give well just in
order to raise funds for projects. Each person
gives to the Lord. When the money is given to
the Lord, the person who gave it no longer
considers it his own. Churches should always
teach God’s Word on giving and not seek the
membership of a person because he is rich.
There may be difficulties in handling a
ministry of giving. Some cannot handle money
without being covetous. Jesus did not command
of every person what He did of the rich young
ruler, “Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come and follow me” (Mat. 19:21). Proper giving lays up treasures in heaven. “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal: But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also” (Mat. 6:19).
Copied

B. Dean Beard
We feel a debt of gratitude when a man of
unusual ability and dedication is willing to sacrifice the prominence and comforts of a wellpaying position in business for the work of the
Lord. I have known some men who have been
willing, nay, compelled to make drastic changes

in their financial status for such a work. It takes
a great degree of dedication to make such a
move, but often it is the best move the man could
make for his own satisfaction and pleasure in
life.
Have you ever heard of a man who took a job

Think About It...
Some folks don’t need a bushel under which to hide their light—just
a thimble!
Author Unknown

help from God that they might be led astray. For
their safety and spiritual well-being, God
commanded all young people to remember Him.
It is obvious that the majority of young people
in our world have failed to obey His commandment. Their actions and attitudes express
the fact that they do not remember God in their
youth. Accordingly, most of these same people
will not remember God when they get older.
Why is this the case? Why do some young
people not remember God? Lord willing, the
answers we find will be helpful to those who are
young, as well as, those of us who are older.
It is not because God has forgotten them.
God gives young people a place in Scripture
(Psa. 127:3-5; 1 Sam. 17:33; Ecc. 11:9-10; 1
Tim. 4:12). God also has required the instruction
of young people in every generation (Deu. 6:6-7;
Jos. 4:6; Exo. 12:26). God was very deliberate in
expressing His need for young people through
the pages of the Bible. It was God who used
young people, like in the case of Joseph and
Potiphar’s wife, David and Goliath, Daniel and
the king’s, and the feeding of the 5,000.
Through these accounts, even the casual Bible
reader can see that God has a special place for
young people in His service. No young person
can realistically say that God has forgotten him.
It is not because God is easily forgotten.
Modern theories claim that God is so easily
forgotten that you cannot even prove that He
really exists. However, God can easily be seen in

nature (Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:19-20). Sunsets,
sunrises, waterfalls, snowstorms, mountain
scenes, powerful rivers, and endless oceans are
all evidences of God. With nature as a witness,
God is not easily forgotten. Furthermore, God is
revealed in detail through the inspired Word.
From the Bible we know that God is the Creator
and Sustainer of all life. We know that He is fair,
eternal, compassionate, forgiving, loving,
concerned, and perfect. With 66 books given and
preserved for our consideration that reveal His
nature, God should not be easily forgotten. (This
is not to say that evil and suffering do not exist,
but a thorough knowledge of the Bible and what
it says and teaches about the Creator, enables one
to understand the nature of both and how a
Christian can cope in such a world where each
are a reality.—SH).
It is not because all young people want to
forget God. There is not normally a day when a
young person wakes up and says, “Today is the
day that I will forget God and do what I want to
do.” Departure from God is usually gradual
rather than all-at-once. So many times, a young
person is carried away from God through peer
pressure and negative influences and he does not
even realize it until it is too late. Satan is very
crafty in his approach toward all men, especially
young people. Therefore, we must be constantly
on guard to protect the souls of our precious
young people.
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Making Money and Using It

and tried his best to advance and make more
money because he felt he was doing the will of
God in so doing? Well, here the picture changes;
but let me aks this, is there anything wrong for a
man to seek to make money in order that he may
use it to, say, support a missionary?
There is nothing wrong in money itself.
Money is certainly good when in the hands of the
righteous. Money is needed by the family man to
support his family. If he is going to be a good
husband and father, he must be concerned about
making money. There are expenses for food,
shelter, clothing, transportation, and hundreds of
other things he must provide someway. Attitude
is the key. It is not, “Money is the root of all
evil”; it is “The love of money....” And, “Covetousness...is idolatry.”
A man actually serves God when he uses his
money properly. He is to give as he purposes in
his heart. He is to be a good steward considering
what he has as actually belonging to God. In all
things, with all his talents, he is to put the
kingdom of God first.
Now consider Ephesians 4:28: “Let him that
stole steal no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth.”
The reason a thief is to stop stealing and start
working is in order that he rather may be able to
give.
We recognize several areas of service—
preaching is but one. To serve as an elder or a
deacon, a Bible class teacher, in visitation, etc.,
is also serving the Lord. We should be grateful

for those who choose the ministry of giving. The
church needs many more who would consider
their giving a ministry, for we all have that
ministry. Those who choose this ministry and are
able to give well should not consider this ability
a power to use in the decisions the church makes
in how it spends its money, unless, of course the
church engages in something ungodly or unscriptural. Churches should not curry the favor of
those who have the ability to give well just in
order to raise funds for projects. Each person
gives to the Lord. When the money is given to
the Lord, the person who gave it no longer
considers it his own. Churches should always
teach God’s Word on giving and not seek the
membership of a person because he is rich.
There may be difficulties in handling a
ministry of giving. Some cannot handle money
without being covetous. Jesus did not command
of every person what He did of the rich young
ruler, “Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come and follow me” (Mat. 19:21). Proper giving lays up treasures in heaven. “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal: But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also” (Mat. 6:19).
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and Ervin Brantley (Paul and Elward
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Reading/Invitation
October 26, 2005
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Foshee
November 2, 2005
Reading: Shelby Nall
Invitation: Louis Herrington

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
October 23, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
October 26, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Why Do Some Young People
Not Remember God?
Wayne Jones
On a number of occasions, God calls upon
man to use his memory as a spiritual catalysts.
For example, Paul wrote that we should
“remember the poor” (Gal. 2:10). In this context
(and others like it), the call to remember is much
more than a mental recollection of thoughts.
God’s call to remember is directly tied to
responsibility. Paul was encouraging the
Galatians to not only acknowledge the poor, but
to do something for them. God remembers in this
fashion. The Spirit reveals that while Noah and
his family were in the ark, “God remembered
Noah” along with all that were with him in the
ark (Gen. 8:1). Consequently, “God blessed
Noah” (Gen. 9:1). God makes it very clear that

by remembering, we should then be motivated to
do something.
Another of God’s calls for man to remember
is made in Ecclesiastes 12:1: “Remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”
God realized that there would be many
distractions during a person’s younger years.
Likewise, God knew that the hearts of most
young people are softer than the hearts of those
who are older. God also realized that there would
be many situations in which young people would
need the help and assistance of their Creator.
God further knew that if they did not seek the
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798
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November 6, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
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Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.
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DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Does it Mean to Be Sound
Scott Elliott
In the books of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus the
word sound appears several times. Timothy is
told to “Hold fast the form of sound words,
which thou hast heard of me” (2 Tim. 1:13) and
Titus is commanded to “speak thou the things
which become sound doctrine” (Tit. 2:1).
Timothy is also warned of a time when some
“will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:3).
We are familiar with the word sound but we
rarely hear it used this way in our society today.
The word sound means “healthy.” It is used
metaphorically many times in 1 and 2 Timothy
and Titus. One of the definitions Thayer gives
the word sound when it is used metaphorically of
Christians is: “Christians whose opinions are free
from any mixture of error.” Webster defines
sound as whole or entire.

Being sound not only implies that you speak
the truth but that you speak the whole truth. You
cannot leave anything out if you are going to be
sound.
Paul was a sound preacher. He told the
Ephesian elders in Acts 20:20: “I kept back
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house.” He further stated in Acts
20:27: “For I have not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God.” Paul was a sound
preacher, he held nothing back, and he commanded Timothy and Titus to be sound preachers
also.
We need preachers, teachers, and elders in the
church who are sound. There are many congregations today that are not sound congregations.

They might speak the truth, but this does not
make them sound. A preacher might preach the
truth in every sermon he delivers; but if he never
preaches on marriage, divorce, and remarriage
(Mat. 19:9) or the role of women in the church
(1 Tim. 2:11-12), then he is not a sound preacher.
You do not have to preach error to be unsound.
You can be unsound by not preaching “the whole
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27—ASV).

31st Annual Bellview
Lectures
June 10-14, 2006
Theme:
A Time To Build

Many people today are like those Paul warns
Timothy about in 2 Timothy 4:3-4: “they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”
Many people today would like a preacher who is
a good motivational speaker and tells a lot of
good jokes instead of a sound Gospel preacher
who speaks the truth about God’s Word. Those
who seek after an unsound preacher are in an
unhealthy situation as the word sound implies.
They will never hear the truth about God’s Word
and therefore continue in sin not knowing any
better.
It is very important that we be sound
preachers, teachers, and elders as God has commanded, and if we come across those who are not
sound in the faith we should do our best to teach
them to “Hold fast the form of sound words”
(2 Tim. 1:13).
Copied

What Stands Between You and Your Faithful
Service to God?
Marvin L. Weir
There are scores of people both young and old
who have never obeyed the Gospel plan of salvation? Of those who have obeyed the Gospel,
there are far too many who are no longer worshipping or serving God faithfully. The Bible
addresses the matter of our service to God in
saying, “Know ye not, that to whom ye present
yourselves as servants unto obedience, his
servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”
(Rom. 6:16). One will note that only two choices
are given. A person can choose to serve the devil

and all that is worldly or the true and living God
and all that is righteous.
As you contemplate your short sojourn
through this world, what are some things that can
stand in your way of faithfully serving Jehovah
God?
Pride would have to rank close to the top of
the list of things that interfere with faithfulness.
Most people do not like to admit that they are
wrong. It is difficult for one to say, “I have sinned,” and far easier to blame the sinful situation
on someone else. Every person needs to learn the

soul-saving lesson taught in the story of the
prodigal son. After spending his substance he had
demanded in riotous living (Luke 15:12-13), the
prodigal determined that he would return to his
father and say, “I have sinned against heaven,
and in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be
called your son: make me as one of thy hired
servants” (Luke 15:18-19). Pride did not stand in
the way of the prodigal confessing his sin and
repenting.
The wise man warned, “Pride goeth before
destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall”
(Pro. 16:18). Pride will keep you from doing the
right thing and hinder you from repenting of
doing the wrong thing. Pride is a spiritual killer!
What a difference it would make in our world if
people would only swallow their pride and do
what they know to be right!
Is pride keeping you from obeying the
precious Gospel? Is your pride standing between
you repenting of your sins and returning to the
Heavenly Father? Is pride in control of your life?
Will you refuse to make wrong matters right
because of pride? Are you too proud to confess
your sin and ask for forgiveness (1 John 1:9)?
Do not let your pride keep you out of Heaven!
Remember that God can use the humble but not
the proud. The Bible admonishes, “And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and
whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted”
(Mat. 23:12).
Self keeps many folks from doing what they
know to be the right thing to do. One cannot
think more of himself than he does of God and
go to Heaven. The Creator is always greater
than the created. Genesis 1:27 proclaims, “And
God created man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and female created
he them.” It is God that created man and not man
that created God. Human beings are not God, but
often people are determined to refuse God’s Way
and have their own way. In Isaiah’s day the

people demanded, “Prophesy not unto us right
things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits” (30:10). The people’s adamant answer to
Jeremiah was: “As for the word that thou hast
spoken unto us in the name of Jehovah, we will
not hearken unto thee” (44:16).
The apostle Paul has the correct answer to the
problem of self. Paul states, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live,
but Christ living in me: and that life which I now
live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is
in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). Many today are
not willing to die to self in order to live for
Christ. The Lord’s church has been turned into a
three-ring circus in many communities because
professing Christians refuse to govern or die to
self. They want entertainment. They want excitement. They want the glory. They want to be
pleased. They want to live like they want to live
and then demand that they be told they are going
to Heaven. Hell will be filled with those who
refuse to conquer self.
Friends will stand in the way of some faithfully serving God. Is it not amazing that many
will seek the advice of their friends while
ignoring the advice of the Bible? Many do not
want to say “No” and hurt their friends so they
say “Yes” and think nothing of hurting the Lord.
There is another problem—is one your friend
that encourages you to travel the broad road that
leads to eternal destruction (Mat. 7:13-14)? A
true friend will not want you to lose your soul.
Would you rather be known as being a friend of
God as was Abraham (Jam. 2:23), or as a friend
of the world?
Jesus says, “Ye are my friends, if ye do the
things which I command you” (John 15:14). For
the sake of your soul, will you not remove from
your life whatever it is that stands between you
and your faithful service to God?
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088
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What Does it Mean to Be Sound
Scott Elliott
In the books of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus the
word sound appears several times. Timothy is
told to “Hold fast the form of sound words,
which thou hast heard of me” (2 Tim. 1:13) and
Titus is commanded to “speak thou the things
which become sound doctrine” (Tit. 2:1).
Timothy is also warned of a time when some
“will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:3).
We are familiar with the word sound but we
rarely hear it used this way in our society today.
The word sound means “healthy.” It is used
metaphorically many times in 1 and 2 Timothy
and Titus. One of the definitions Thayer gives
the word sound when it is used metaphorically of
Christians is: “Christians whose opinions are free
from any mixture of error.” Webster defines
sound as whole or entire.

Being sound not only implies that you speak
the truth but that you speak the whole truth. You
cannot leave anything out if you are going to be
sound.
Paul was a sound preacher. He told the
Ephesian elders in Acts 20:20: “I kept back
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house.” He further stated in Acts
20:27: “For I have not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God.” Paul was a sound
preacher, he held nothing back, and he commanded Timothy and Titus to be sound preachers
also.
We need preachers, teachers, and elders in the
church who are sound. There are many congregations today that are not sound congregations.
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
November 9, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
November 16, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce

OCTOBER 31, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Rehoboam—The Unprincipled Fool
B. C. Goodpasture
Rehoboam was the son of Solomon, king in
Jerusalem. Adam Clarke spoke of him as a “poor
and unprincipled fool.” He came to the throne at
a most critical time in the history of Israel. His
father had reigned with great wisdom and power.
Royalty from the far ends of the earth had paid
tribute to the glory and grandeur of his reign. The
queen of Sheba said, “It was a true report that I
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy
wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, until
I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold,
the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard” (1 Kin.
10:6-7). Solomon began his reign well; but the
end of it was marked with apostasy and shame.
He allowed his wives to turn away his heart after
other gods. His exorbitant demands on the people

in service and taxes were intolerable. Solomon
did not leave the kingdom in good condition for
his son and successor.
On becoming king, Rehoboam sought advice.
This was a wise thing to do. There were men in
Israel who could help him to be a better king. He
first took counsel with the old men who had
stood before Solomon, his father, while he was
alive. They frankly advised him, “If thou wilt be
a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever”
(1 Kin. 12:7). But, he forsook the advice of the
old men and sought for the counsel of the young
men. “And the young men that were grown up
with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou
speak unto this people that spake unto thee,

saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but
make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say
unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than
my father’s loins. And now whereas my father
did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to
your yoke: my father hath chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions”
(1 Kin. 12:10-11). Rehoboam gave heed to the
young men, his “brain trust.” The young men
“took over” in Israel. As a result, the kingdom
was divided; ten tribes left Rehoboam and
followed Jeroboam. A once united nation was
divided and headed for captivity and ruin. But it
might have been otherwise. If Rehoboam had
listened to the advice of the old men and had

tried to be the servant of his people rather than
their dictator, how different the outcome would
have been. Ah! but Rehoboam would not have
any of his young advisors saying he had gone
“soft”; he would begin where his father quit, in
oppressing his people. His terms would be
“hard.” Israel paid the price of his folly and stubbornness.
It is a fine thing when the young men can
work with old men as Timothy labored with
Paul. The world and the church need the best
efforts of both. “Young men for action; old men
for wisdom!” It is fine when the energy of the
young can be seasoned with the wisdom of the
old.
Deceased

The Five “Ws” of Influence
Tom Moore
One of the best ways for anyone to fully grasp
and appreciate a word, an idea, or an event is to
use the five “Ws” of journalism: what, who,
when, where, and why.
When Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven” (Mat. 5:14-16), He was speaking of our
influence. Influence is a very integral part of a
Christian’s life, and this can be clearly seen by
using this great tool of journalism.
The what of influence. Influence is the power
one has in affecting a person or an event. We
through our actions and words will affect others
to do this or that, to say this or that, or to think
this or that. From a scriptural point of view, each
Christian has the power to influence others to do

good or evil. Whether we influence for good or
evil depends on how we live. Influence is a
powerful force we use to move others in one
direction or another. Most often this powerful
force is affecting others unknown to us. “Ye are
the light [the “what”] of the world” (Mat. 5:14).
The who of influence. Who do we affect
through our influence? The ones we have the
most influence over are our immediate family.
Our children watch us like a hawk, they watch
our every move, and file in memory our every
move. Children are great imitators of their
parents—which shows the powerful influence
parents possess. Also, by what we do (or, fail to
do) and say (or, fail to say) we affect the lives of
our neighbors, kinfolk, fellow Christians, and
most people we come in contact with on a daily
basis. As adults we need to be keenly aware of all
the little ones in our local congregations who
may be looking to us for examples in Christian
living. What kind of example are you providing

them? “Ye are the light of the world [the
“who”]” (Mat. 4:14).
The when of influence. When do we affect
people through our influence? We may have an
opportunity at almost any moment. Many times,
if not most, we are influencing others without our
knowledge. The “when” of influence may come
at most any time—when we come in contact with
someone, or even when someone hears of our
actions. The possibility of influence is ever present. “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is
set on an hill can not be hid [the “when”]”
(Mat. 5:14).
The where of influence. Where might we be
influential? Anywhere! We may be influencing
others in the work place, at home, at the ball
game, in school, in the car, in the store, or in the
worship assembly. Wherever we go our influence

follows. “Neither do men light a candle, and put
it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house [the
“where”]” (Mat. 5:15).
The why of influence. Why is our influence
so important? It is important because many will
be saved or lost as a result of our influence. Jesus
said, “But whoso shall offend one of these little
ones which believe in me, it were better for him
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea”
(Mat. 18:6). It is easy to see why influence is
vitally important. “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father [the “why”] which is in
heaven” (Mat. 5:16).
2406 South Main Street; Malvern, AR 72104

Set Thine House in Order
“Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in
order: for thou shalt die, and not live” (Isa. 38:1).
These words from the pen of Isaiah, the
prophet, were addressed to Hezekiah, the king.
Death plays no favorites; his sickle reaps the king
on the throne and the slave working in the field.
It claims the elderly on the bed of pain and
suffering, but it takes a tragic toll of young
people as well, for the young die too. In the
democracy of death, some one has said, that all
men are equal. The rich man is divested of his
wealth, and Lazarus lays aside his rags, and
every person gives account of himself to God
(2 Cor. 5:10). Surely, every sensible, and intelligent person needs to give consideration to this
challenging command, “Set thine house in order:
for thou shalt die, and not live.”
Remember that those who are prepared to die,
are most fit to live. Thousands spend their lives
in pursuit of sinful pleasures, without ever giving

a thought to “setting their houses in order.” Jesus
once spoke of a certain man who said, “take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee” (Luke 12:19-20). Such fools
have always been plentiful. One may say there is
no God (Psa. 14:1), while another says “God is
dead” and continues to make a mock of sin (Pro.
4:9). The way of every fool is right in his own
eyes (Pro. 12:15). The drunkard tries to justify
his drunkenness, the adulterer his infidelity, the
thief his dishonesty, and the liar his falsehoods.
Isaiah gave a remedy for such sinners when
he said, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return
unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon” (Isa. 55:7). Let us set our house in order,
and keep it in order.
Author Unknown
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
November 9, 2005
Reading: Carl Ayliffe
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin
November 16, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce

OCTOBER 31, 2005

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Rehoboam—The Unprincipled Fool
B. C. Goodpasture
Rehoboam was the son of Solomon, king in
Jerusalem. Adam Clarke spoke of him as a “poor
and unprincipled fool.” He came to the throne at
a most critical time in the history of Israel. His
father had reigned with great wisdom and power.
Royalty from the far ends of the earth had paid
tribute to the glory and grandeur of his reign. The
queen of Sheba said, “It was a true report that I
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy
wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, until
I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold,
the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard” (1 Kin.
10:6-7). Solomon began his reign well; but the
end of it was marked with apostasy and shame.
He allowed his wives to turn away his heart after
other gods. His exorbitant demands on the people

in service and taxes were intolerable. Solomon
did not leave the kingdom in good condition for
his son and successor.
On becoming king, Rehoboam sought advice.
This was a wise thing to do. There were men in
Israel who could help him to be a better king. He
first took counsel with the old men who had
stood before Solomon, his father, while he was
alive. They frankly advised him, “If thou wilt be
a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever”
(1 Kin. 12:7). But, he forsook the advice of the
old men and sought for the counsel of the young
men. “And the young men that were grown up
with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou
speak unto this people that spake unto thee,
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Elena McLaughlin was baptized into
Christ on November 6, 2005. Please keep
Elena in your prayers and offer her
encouragement.
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Linda Worley in the death of her brotherin-law, Darrell Worley, who passed away
on November 7, 2005. Please keep Linda
and her family in your prayers.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Reading/Invitation
November 16, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce
November 23, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Henry Born
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

“Unto Him Be Glory in the Church
by Christ Jesus Throughout All Ages,
World Without End. Amen”
Tim Smith
The words above come from Ephesians 3:21,
and indicate the nature and purpose of our
service in the church in this world. Often men
tend to forget this, but it is true no less. We are
here for the purpose of rendering service exclusively unto the Lord, giving Him the glory
through His Son Jesus Christ, forever. When we
approach our service to the Lord in the church,
let us keep the following things in mind:
God is to receive the glory for any and all
of my actions. It is not my lot in life to glorify
myself. I am to do as He commands and allow all
credit to go to Him—after all, what could I

accomplish if He withdrew the blessings He has
given to make my accomplishments possible?
Our Lord said, “So likewise ye, when ye shall
have done all those things which are commanded
you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have
done that which was our duty to do” (Luke
17:10). A man or woman who has done well has
merely done as he/she should. Let us give Him
the glory for it all.
God is to be glorified in the Church. There
are no other God-approved institutions wherein
we are to work the works of God. He authorized
no missionary society to attend to preaching, no

relief society to attend to benevolence, and no
social club to attend to (what is mistakenly
called) edification. The church is to preach to the
lost (Acts 8:1, 4). The church is to edify the
saved (Acts 20:32). The church is to engage in
benevolent activity (Gal. 6:10). When we properly engage in such works as this, we glorify
God. Let us do His work in His way.
Jesus Christ is to be the medium through
Whom we glorify God. It is not now, nor has it
ever been, “about” anyone but Jesus. Through
the years, I have heard various congregations
called “old so-and-so’s Church...” but illicitly so.
I do not have a “church,” nor does any man have
a church with the approval of God. The only
church in existence with the approval of God is
the Lord’s Church. While it is true that Peter did
well the work God gave him to do, he pointed
men to the Lord. While it is true that Paul did
well the work God gave him to do, he pointed
men to the Lord. So it is with every faithful
servant of God. The church is the property of
Jesus (cf. Mat. 16:18—i.e., “I will build my
church”). He is her head (cf. Eph. 5:23-25). He
purchased it with His blood (cf. Acts 20:28). He,
therefore, alone has the right to dictate the terms
of membership and fidelity. We do not glorify

God when we violate His requirements.
The Church is relevant now and forever.
The church, as it was built and ordered by the
Lord, is as relevant today as it was the day it
began. The same issues that faced men and
women then still face us today. The same punishment for leaving this world in a lost condition
applies today as then. Though many have
changed the church and her work to suit their
own desires, all such changes are illicit and have
not the needed approval of Heaven. Has anyone
succeeded Jesus? Has anyone supplanted Him in
His role as Head of the Church? If so, on what
grounds? Is the Bible unreliable? Is there something in it that falls short of perfection? If so,
what is it? And, why? Did the Lord fail to anticipate the changing conditions of life? Was He
somehow ignorant of the needs that would arise
in future times? Is that not quite an indictment
against Him? We need nothing more today than
they needed then. We have everything God intends for us to have in the here-and-now, and we
trust Him for what we will need in the hereafter.
With these thoughts in mind, let us busily be
about the business He has given us. May God
Bless Us as We Study and Obey His Word!
1272 Enon Road; Webb, AL 36376

Ignoramus
Bob Howton
Merriam Webster, in defining the word
Ignoramus reflected back to a play by George
Ruggle in the year 1615, in which this author
used an utterly ignorant character, as the central
focus in a play, which he titled “Ignoramus.” Mr.
Webster uses only one short word to define the
word ignoramus: “Dunce.”
In looking back over the years of my life, I
recall some characters who might have had
trouble passing the entrance exam for an “igno-

ramus.” Then sheepishly, I might blush as I
reflect upon some occasions, when others could
have pinned my ears back with the label “ignoramus.” Rarely do I ever reflect upon such a
character today, without recalling a story of my
late and revered friend, Paul D. Murphy. He had
a knack for being able to nail someone to the
wall, without at the same time, trying to be personal, nor vindictive, nor just hurtful, but that his
sole interest was the safety and value of one’s

soul, and their friendship.
He told me of a business meeting of the
church, in which well meaning, enthusiastic
brethren proposed good works which needed to
be implemented, but which were methodically,
and without fail, doomed to failure by a hardnosed individual who objected to everything.
Brother Murphy sat quietly, observing the
discussions, and noting the pall of discouragement which pervaded the meeting because of
the brother’s attitude.
When he had absorbed about all he could
stomach, he rose to his feet, cleared his throat,
and turning to the disgruntled brother, he said,
about the most benevolent thing I
“Bro.
can say about you is that you’re a total ‘IGNORAMUS.’” Of course there was an eerie silence,
and several slack jaws which followed, before
brother Murphy continued.
“In the time I’ve been here I’ve observed that
you do many good things, and you always do
them well, but it’s apparent that your heart is not
right. If an idea is not yours, you will do everything in your power to kill it. If a proposed work
might require some sacrificing, you’ll talk it

down, no matter how much it might be needed.
In fact, whatever the Elders, or the majority
might propose, it seems that you are always
against it. You ought to be ashamed! You call
yourself a Christian, but you are anything but
what that Holy name implies. Yes, Sir! In my
opinion, you’re nothing but a bona fide
‘ignoramus.’”
Brother Murphy related that the man’s
countenance changed from white, to red, then to
blue, then back to white. Afterward, when the
man had taken time to reflect upon what was
said, he repented, and asked forgiveness for his
short-sighted way of life. Instead of losing a
brother, or mollycoddling a wrong attitude,
brother Murphy’s strong rebuke made him think,
and ultimately to repent. Just another proof that
God’s way is that which we should follow.
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).
Those who fail to do this might find themselves labeled a “Spiritual Ignoramus.”
10990 Country Haven; Cottondale, AL 35453

The Meaning of Life
How do you look at life? Is it a drab and dull
existence? Is it a life filled with the sense of
compulsion and drudgery? Or is it a life that is
exciting, challenging and full of real joy, peace
and power? Jesus said, “I am come that they
might have life” (John 10:10). Many try to
separate themselves from the tings which pertain
to life and godliness. Far too many think that joy
is coupled with worldly pleasures. The Bible
teaches contrary to that notion. First John 2:1517 plainly states that we are not to “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world.”
What a great tragedy when men try to separate
religion from the life that they live! Many look

upon religion as a system that really has no joy or
excitement. Therefore, they put human desires in
place of faith and trust. When this occurs, life
really does lose its true meaning. A person’s life
is empty and sad without Christ.
The good news of real living is found in
Christianity. It is this that will bring real joy and
true peace to our lives. In Christ we are never
anxious for anything, because “we know that all
things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
Author Unknown

relief society to attend to benevolence, and no
social club to attend to (what is mistakenly
called) edification. The church is to preach to the
lost (Acts 8:1, 4). The church is to edify the
saved (Acts 20:32). The church is to engage in
benevolent activity (Gal. 6:10). When we properly engage in such works as this, we glorify
God. Let us do His work in His way.
Jesus Christ is to be the medium through
Whom we glorify God. It is not now, nor has it
ever been, “about” anyone but Jesus. Through
the years, I have heard various congregations
called “old so-and-so’s Church...” but illicitly so.
I do not have a “church,” nor does any man have
a church with the approval of God. The only
church in existence with the approval of God is
the Lord’s Church. While it is true that Peter did
well the work God gave him to do, he pointed
men to the Lord. While it is true that Paul did
well the work God gave him to do, he pointed
men to the Lord. So it is with every faithful
servant of God. The church is the property of
Jesus (cf. Mat. 16:18—i.e., “I will build my
church”). He is her head (cf. Eph. 5:23-25). He
purchased it with His blood (cf. Acts 20:28). He,
therefore, alone has the right to dictate the terms
of membership and fidelity. We do not glorify

God when we violate His requirements.
The Church is relevant now and forever.
The church, as it was built and ordered by the
Lord, is as relevant today as it was the day it
began. The same issues that faced men and
women then still face us today. The same punishment for leaving this world in a lost condition
applies today as then. Though many have
changed the church and her work to suit their
own desires, all such changes are illicit and have
not the needed approval of Heaven. Has anyone
succeeded Jesus? Has anyone supplanted Him in
His role as Head of the Church? If so, on what
grounds? Is the Bible unreliable? Is there something in it that falls short of perfection? If so,
what is it? And, why? Did the Lord fail to anticipate the changing conditions of life? Was He
somehow ignorant of the needs that would arise
in future times? Is that not quite an indictment
against Him? We need nothing more today than
they needed then. We have everything God intends for us to have in the here-and-now, and we
trust Him for what we will need in the hereafter.
With these thoughts in mind, let us busily be
about the business He has given us. May God
Bless Us as We Study and Obey His Word!
1272 Enon Road; Webb, AL 36376

Ignoramus
Bob Howton
Merriam Webster, in defining the word
Ignoramus reflected back to a play by George
Ruggle in the year 1615, in which this author
used an utterly ignorant character, as the central
focus in a play, which he titled “Ignoramus.” Mr.
Webster uses only one short word to define the
word ignoramus: “Dunce.”
In looking back over the years of my life, I
recall some characters who might have had
trouble passing the entrance exam for an “igno-

ramus.” Then sheepishly, I might blush as I
reflect upon some occasions, when others could
have pinned my ears back with the label “ignoramus.” Rarely do I ever reflect upon such a
character today, without recalling a story of my
late and revered friend, Paul D. Murphy. He had
a knack for being able to nail someone to the
wall, without at the same time, trying to be personal, nor vindictive, nor just hurtful, but that his
sole interest was the safety and value of one’s

soul, and their friendship.
He told me of a business meeting of the
church, in which well meaning, enthusiastic
brethren proposed good works which needed to
be implemented, but which were methodically,
and without fail, doomed to failure by a hardnosed individual who objected to everything.
Brother Murphy sat quietly, observing the
discussions, and noting the pall of discouragement which pervaded the meeting because of
the brother’s attitude.
When he had absorbed about all he could
stomach, he rose to his feet, cleared his throat,
and turning to the disgruntled brother, he said,
about the most benevolent thing I
“Bro.
can say about you is that you’re a total ‘IGNORAMUS.’” Of course there was an eerie silence,
and several slack jaws which followed, before
brother Murphy continued.
“In the time I’ve been here I’ve observed that
you do many good things, and you always do
them well, but it’s apparent that your heart is not
right. If an idea is not yours, you will do everything in your power to kill it. If a proposed work
might require some sacrificing, you’ll talk it

down, no matter how much it might be needed.
In fact, whatever the Elders, or the majority
might propose, it seems that you are always
against it. You ought to be ashamed! You call
yourself a Christian, but you are anything but
what that Holy name implies. Yes, Sir! In my
opinion, you’re nothing but a bona fide
‘ignoramus.’”
Brother Murphy related that the man’s
countenance changed from white, to red, then to
blue, then back to white. Afterward, when the
man had taken time to reflect upon what was
said, he repented, and asked forgiveness for his
short-sighted way of life. Instead of losing a
brother, or mollycoddling a wrong attitude,
brother Murphy’s strong rebuke made him think,
and ultimately to repent. Just another proof that
God’s way is that which we should follow.
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).
Those who fail to do this might find themselves labeled a “Spiritual Ignoramus.”
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The Meaning of Life
How do you look at life? Is it a drab and dull
existence? Is it a life filled with the sense of
compulsion and drudgery? Or is it a life that is
exciting, challenging and full of real joy, peace
and power? Jesus said, “I am come that they
might have life” (John 10:10). Many try to
separate themselves from the tings which pertain
to life and godliness. Far too many think that joy
is coupled with worldly pleasures. The Bible
teaches contrary to that notion. First John 2:1517 plainly states that we are not to “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world.”
What a great tragedy when men try to separate
religion from the life that they live! Many look

upon religion as a system that really has no joy or
excitement. Therefore, they put human desires in
place of faith and trust. When this occurs, life
really does lose its true meaning. A person’s life
is empty and sad without Christ.
The good news of real living is found in
Christianity. It is this that will bring real joy and
true peace to our lives. In Christ we are never
anxious for anything, because “we know that all
things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
Author Unknown

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Rubye Bailey, and Marie
Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother).
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Elena McLaughlin was baptized into
Christ on November 6, 2005. Please keep
Elena in your prayers and offer her
encouragement.
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(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Linda Worley in the death of her brotherin-law, Darrell Worley, who passed away
on November 7, 2005. Please keep Linda
and her family in your prayers.

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Reading/Invitation
November 16, 2005
Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce
November 23, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 13, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.

“Unto Him Be Glory in the Church
by Christ Jesus Throughout All Ages,
World Without End. Amen”
Tim Smith
The words above come from Ephesians 3:21,
and indicate the nature and purpose of our
service in the church in this world. Often men
tend to forget this, but it is true no less. We are
here for the purpose of rendering service exclusively unto the Lord, giving Him the glory
through His Son Jesus Christ, forever. When we
approach our service to the Lord in the church,
let us keep the following things in mind:
God is to receive the glory for any and all
of my actions. It is not my lot in life to glorify
myself. I am to do as He commands and allow all
credit to go to Him—after all, what could I

accomplish if He withdrew the blessings He has
given to make my accomplishments possible?
Our Lord said, “So likewise ye, when ye shall
have done all those things which are commanded
you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have
done that which was our duty to do” (Luke
17:10). A man or woman who has done well has
merely done as he/she should. Let us give Him
the glory for it all.
God is to be glorified in the Church. There
are no other God-approved institutions wherein
we are to work the works of God. He authorized
no missionary society to attend to preaching, no
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Reading/Invitation
November 23, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Henry Born
November 30, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Paul Brantley

NOVEMBER 14, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Teenagers Can Worship God
Have you ever stood in the presence of the
governor of a state? Have you been in a room
with the leader of a country? Few have, but each
of us have a much greater privilege each Sunday.
We will stand in the presence of the Maker of
heaven and earth! Teenage Christians are in this
group! Do not ever miss an opportunity to
worship God—He deserves the praises of every
voice in the world. Never deny Him His glory
(Heb. 10:25). Young men should be allowed (encouraged) to take leading roles in worship—
teach them to lead singing, preach, work on the
Lord’s Table, and lead prayers.
God expects teenagers (as well as others) to
worship Him reverently (John 4:24). Worship is
no time for talking, passing notes, sleeping, or
cutting up. It is a time when hearts are set on
pleasing God and minds are filled with spiritual
things (Mat. 5:6; Psa. 96:8).

Teenagers Can Live Right
Some adults see the years of youth as a time
to sow wild oats, but sober-minded young people
know better! These years belong to God (Eph.
5:16; 1 Cor. 6:19-20). God expects every one of
His children to give Him a sanctified life (Tit.
2:6, 12; 1 Tim. 4:12, 15-16). At whatever age, it
is time now to be adding the Christian virtues
(2 Pet. 1:5-8) and to incorporate the beautiful
attitudes (Mat. 5:3-10). Sowing wild oats precipitates a harvest that no one wants (Gal. 6:7).
Why have to pray for “crop failure” when there
is a better way?
Teenagers Can Be Involved
With the Local Church
Obviously teenagers are not qualified to do
everything that others might do. Elders and
deacons are not taken from teenage classes. But
because one cannot do some things does not

mean he cannot do anything!
There are many things young people can do.
In fact, their energy, free time, and zeal allows
them to do more than many adults. Young people
are terrific at door-knocking for meetings and
Vacation Bible Schools. They meet people well,
enjoy working with other teenagers, and especially like the opportunity to do something real
for Christ. Young people are good at visiting,
especially with old people. It does the elderly so
much good to see a young person coming with a
flower or hug. Young Christians are good about
sending cards to the sick and delinquent.
Teenagers are better at bringing their friends

to meetings and regular services than almost all
adults. They can be good soul winners. They
have a wider circle of friends than most adults
and find their friends have more open minds than
many adults. For these reasons young Christians
lead many souls to Christ (Mark 16:15-16).
Young people, you have a bright future in the
church. We treasure the opportunity to help you
grow stronger. Listen closely, learn well, for in
not too many years you will be where we are.
Not very exciting you say? Try it. It might just be
the most challenging thing you will ever do!
Author Unknown

The following item was sent to me by Mark McWhorter, fellow preacher and avid internet research
enthusiast. I know there are several “Starbuck” customers on my email list, because some of you have
taken me to Starbucks coffee shops. I think its time we sat up and took notice on this and do what we
can to influence this company, and all companies, to take a little responsibility in who and what they
support. Read it and weep!
Tom Wacaster

Starbucks: A Habit Easily Broken
Meghan Kleppinger
It has been two weeks since my last Starbucks
coffee.
Admittedly, I am one of those who do not
think twice about dropping $4 for a cup of coffee
that costs less than $.50 to make. I am a selfproclaimed coffee house junkie and need that
wonderful yuppie, intellectual “atmosphere” and
freshly brewed aroma as much as the caffeine.
When I moved to D.C. right out of college, I
encountered my first Starbucks drink, or should
I say “experience”? Growing up in a military
family, I loved chain restaurants because of the
sense of familiarity they offered in every new
town we moved to. So, to be able to get the same
type of specialty coffee-grande, iced, skim,
sugar-free vanilla, latte—everywhere, was an
addiction waiting to happen.
Fast forward four years, and about 800 lattes

later—I’m a Starbucks addict!
When a report came out earlier this year
showing that none of Starbucks’ charitable contributions went to conservative causes, I did not
blink—I bought a latte. When I walked by a
liquor store in Northeast D.C. with a big advertisement for Starbucks liquor, I kept walking,
stopped in at Starbucks and bought a latte! When
I was at work a couple weeks ago, reading an ealert from our California organization (yes, latte
in hand), I finally had a wake-up call.
The alert described the annual “gay” pride
events which are scheduled in San Diego each
year:
San Diego’s annual “Pride” events include
dangerous “circuit” parties, a parade with
sexual content and sponsors along the route,
including one advertising anal lubricants, a

festival with sexually oriented venues.
OK, yes, that is all pretty disturbing, but
daily, I read, write about, and edit papers dealing
with the homosexual agenda, so I was not at all
shocked that this was going on. I was a little
upset when I read that Starbucks was a sponsor.
I took a sip of my latte as I read on:
In addition, the “festival” includes a
“Youth Hangout Space” and a “Children’s
Garden.” Not only is there concern about
young people being part of sexually oriented events and venues, but two members
of San Diego’s Gay Pride organization’s
volunteer staff have been exposed as
registered sex offenders who committed
sex crimes against children.
OK—Stop, Wait a Minute and Put That
Cup of Coffee Down!
Not only is Starbucks sponsoring “Pride”
week, but an event that places innocent children
in the middle of sexually explicit materials...and
registered child molesters will be there running
the show? If Starbucks is doing this knowingly,
it is blatant irresponsibility, and if they are doing
it unknowingly, it is irresponsible of them not to
have done their homework. I started pacing backand-forth, and all I could think was “Starbucks
hates children.”
For the first time, I stepped away from my
latte, faced my denial about this company and
started to do some serious soul searching—I
needed to find out what they really supported.
Fortunately, I did not have to search very long
because I have the Internet at my fingertips and
one of the nation’s top experts, Robert Knight,
just down the hall from me.
Less than 30 minutes of research revealed the
following:
Robert Knight told me that about 10 years
ago, Starbucks started sponsoring these
types of events, but backed off when conservatives started putting on the pressure.

He explained that it is apparent they are
slowly working their way back into the
“gay” movement.
Starbucks is listed on the Planned Parenthood
website under this introduction:
The following companies all generously
match employee donations to Planned
Parenthood Federation of America. If your
employer is on this list, then you can make
your gift go as much as twice as far.
Seattle, Washington, held “Gay Pride” events
last month where, according to the newspaper,
Seattle Post Intelligence Reporter:
About 75 Starbucks employees will march
in the parade and will wear T-shirts in
rainbow colors with the word “PRIDE” on
the front...A van from the coffee company
will follow them. On Capitol Hill tomorrow, Starbucks employees at the company’s three stores there will pass out
samples of Mint Mocha Chip Frappuccino.
The marketing director for Starbucks in
Washington explained: “We’re committed to
supporting things that matter to our employees
and our customers.”
Several conservatives are upset already by
Starbucks’ fairly new “The way I see it campaign,” which prints quotes from actors, artists,
etc., on the outside of their paper cups. By
visiting their website and reading some of the
quotes, it is easy to see why there has been this
big brouhaha—nearly all of them are liberal
celebrities.
The list does go on, but in a nutshell—
Starbucks has a corporate policy of supporting
the homosexual agenda by sponsoring “Pride”
events all over the country—events where children will be exposed to sexually explicit materials and pedophiles as well as the extremely
liberal and pro-abortion Planned Parenthood.
Copied

mean he cannot do anything!
There are many things young people can do.
In fact, their energy, free time, and zeal allows
them to do more than many adults. Young people
are terrific at door-knocking for meetings and
Vacation Bible Schools. They meet people well,
enjoy working with other teenagers, and especially like the opportunity to do something real
for Christ. Young people are good at visiting,
especially with old people. It does the elderly so
much good to see a young person coming with a
flower or hug. Young Christians are good about
sending cards to the sick and delinquent.
Teenagers are better at bringing their friends

to meetings and regular services than almost all
adults. They can be good soul winners. They
have a wider circle of friends than most adults
and find their friends have more open minds than
many adults. For these reasons young Christians
lead many souls to Christ (Mark 16:15-16).
Young people, you have a bright future in the
church. We treasure the opportunity to help you
grow stronger. Listen closely, learn well, for in
not too many years you will be where we are.
Not very exciting you say? Try it. It might just be
the most challenging thing you will ever do!
Author Unknown
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taken me to Starbucks coffee shops. I think its time we sat up and took notice on this and do what we
can to influence this company, and all companies, to take a little responsibility in who and what they
support. Read it and weep!
Tom Wacaster

Starbucks: A Habit Easily Broken
Meghan Kleppinger
It has been two weeks since my last Starbucks
coffee.
Admittedly, I am one of those who do not
think twice about dropping $4 for a cup of coffee
that costs less than $.50 to make. I am a selfproclaimed coffee house junkie and need that
wonderful yuppie, intellectual “atmosphere” and
freshly brewed aroma as much as the caffeine.
When I moved to D.C. right out of college, I
encountered my first Starbucks drink, or should
I say “experience”? Growing up in a military
family, I loved chain restaurants because of the
sense of familiarity they offered in every new
town we moved to. So, to be able to get the same
type of specialty coffee-grande, iced, skim,
sugar-free vanilla, latte—everywhere, was an
addiction waiting to happen.
Fast forward four years, and about 800 lattes

later—I’m a Starbucks addict!
When a report came out earlier this year
showing that none of Starbucks’ charitable contributions went to conservative causes, I did not
blink—I bought a latte. When I walked by a
liquor store in Northeast D.C. with a big advertisement for Starbucks liquor, I kept walking,
stopped in at Starbucks and bought a latte! When
I was at work a couple weeks ago, reading an ealert from our California organization (yes, latte
in hand), I finally had a wake-up call.
The alert described the annual “gay” pride
events which are scheduled in San Diego each
year:
San Diego’s annual “Pride” events include
dangerous “circuit” parties, a parade with
sexual content and sponsors along the route,
including one advertising anal lubricants, a

festival with sexually oriented venues.
OK, yes, that is all pretty disturbing, but
daily, I read, write about, and edit papers dealing
with the homosexual agenda, so I was not at all
shocked that this was going on. I was a little
upset when I read that Starbucks was a sponsor.
I took a sip of my latte as I read on:
In addition, the “festival” includes a
“Youth Hangout Space” and a “Children’s
Garden.” Not only is there concern about
young people being part of sexually oriented events and venues, but two members
of San Diego’s Gay Pride organization’s
volunteer staff have been exposed as
registered sex offenders who committed
sex crimes against children.
OK—Stop, Wait a Minute and Put That
Cup of Coffee Down!
Not only is Starbucks sponsoring “Pride”
week, but an event that places innocent children
in the middle of sexually explicit materials...and
registered child molesters will be there running
the show? If Starbucks is doing this knowingly,
it is blatant irresponsibility, and if they are doing
it unknowingly, it is irresponsible of them not to
have done their homework. I started pacing backand-forth, and all I could think was “Starbucks
hates children.”
For the first time, I stepped away from my
latte, faced my denial about this company and
started to do some serious soul searching—I
needed to find out what they really supported.
Fortunately, I did not have to search very long
because I have the Internet at my fingertips and
one of the nation’s top experts, Robert Knight,
just down the hall from me.
Less than 30 minutes of research revealed the
following:
Robert Knight told me that about 10 years
ago, Starbucks started sponsoring these
types of events, but backed off when conservatives started putting on the pressure.

He explained that it is apparent they are
slowly working their way back into the
“gay” movement.
Starbucks is listed on the Planned Parenthood
website under this introduction:
The following companies all generously
match employee donations to Planned
Parenthood Federation of America. If your
employer is on this list, then you can make
your gift go as much as twice as far.
Seattle, Washington, held “Gay Pride” events
last month where, according to the newspaper,
Seattle Post Intelligence Reporter:
About 75 Starbucks employees will march
in the parade and will wear T-shirts in
rainbow colors with the word “PRIDE” on
the front...A van from the coffee company
will follow them. On Capitol Hill tomorrow, Starbucks employees at the company’s three stores there will pass out
samples of Mint Mocha Chip Frappuccino.
The marketing director for Starbucks in
Washington explained: “We’re committed to
supporting things that matter to our employees
and our customers.”
Several conservatives are upset already by
Starbucks’ fairly new “The way I see it campaign,” which prints quotes from actors, artists,
etc., on the outside of their paper cups. By
visiting their website and reading some of the
quotes, it is easy to see why there has been this
big brouhaha—nearly all of them are liberal
celebrities.
The list does go on, but in a nutshell—
Starbucks has a corporate policy of supporting
the homosexual agenda by sponsoring “Pride”
events all over the country—events where children will be exposed to sexually explicit materials and pedophiles as well as the extremely
liberal and pro-abortion Planned Parenthood.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 20, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
November 20, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
November 23, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
November 23, 2005
Reading: Jerry Caine
Invitation: Henry Born
November 30, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Paul Brantley

NOVEMBER 14, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Teenagers Can Worship God
Have you ever stood in the presence of the
governor of a state? Have you been in a room
with the leader of a country? Few have, but each
of us have a much greater privilege each Sunday.
We will stand in the presence of the Maker of
heaven and earth! Teenage Christians are in this
group! Do not ever miss an opportunity to
worship God—He deserves the praises of every
voice in the world. Never deny Him His glory
(Heb. 10:25). Young men should be allowed (encouraged) to take leading roles in worship—
teach them to lead singing, preach, work on the
Lord’s Table, and lead prayers.
God expects teenagers (as well as others) to
worship Him reverently (John 4:24). Worship is
no time for talking, passing notes, sleeping, or
cutting up. It is a time when hearts are set on
pleasing God and minds are filled with spiritual
things (Mat. 5:6; Psa. 96:8).

Teenagers Can Live Right
Some adults see the years of youth as a time
to sow wild oats, but sober-minded young people
know better! These years belong to God (Eph.
5:16; 1 Cor. 6:19-20). God expects every one of
His children to give Him a sanctified life (Tit.
2:6, 12; 1 Tim. 4:12, 15-16). At whatever age, it
is time now to be adding the Christian virtues
(2 Pet. 1:5-8) and to incorporate the beautiful
attitudes (Mat. 5:3-10). Sowing wild oats precipitates a harvest that no one wants (Gal. 6:7).
Why have to pray for “crop failure” when there
is a better way?
Teenagers Can Be Involved
With the Local Church
Obviously teenagers are not qualified to do
everything that others might do. Elders and
deacons are not taken from teenage classes. But
because one cannot do some things does not
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s
mother), Barbra Busch (Bill Busch’s
mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
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Reading/Invitation
November 30, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Paul Brantley
December 7, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Busch

NOVEMBER 21, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Ever Happened to Christianity?
Tom Wacaster
Recently I was in Muncie, Indiana on a fund
raising trip with brother Nehemiah Gootam. The
two of us had been visiting congregations in
Oklahoma and Indiana and telling brethren about
the good work in India and Russia.
One of the “perks” of staying in a motel is the
free newspaper we get every morning (as if 50
cents a day amounts to a whole lot—you cannot
even buy a cup of coffee with the meager savings
—but then the coffee is free of charge too).
Typically the paper provided for the motel guests
is USA Today. On August 11, 2005, the headline
read: “Religion takes a back seat in Western
Europe.”
OK, so what is new? Religion has taken a
“back seat” in Europe for decades.
In fact, it has taken a back seat in most of the

Western world for the better part of a half
century. The fact of the matter is, most folks in
the Western world have become so affluent that
God no longer matters, religion is irrelevant, and
the church, at least in the minds of many, is a
non-entity. The church buildings have become
museums, relics of a bygone era that is rapidly
becoming ancient history. I then read the subtitle
of the article (that little catch phrase that is
designed to “pull you in” and read further):
“Attendance is sliding; attitudes toward God and
church authority are changing.”
That caught my attention. So I read on.
Church attendance in Ireland, still among the
highest in Western Europe, has fallen from about
85% to about 60% between the years 1975 and
2004. This drop in attendance is most apparent in

France, Sweden, and the Netherlands, where
church attendance is less than 10% in some areas.
Those are interesting statistics, but certainly not
surprising. It has been a little more than a year
since I read that churches in America are having
the same decline in attendance. But it was not the
statistics that compelled me to use this space in
my weekly column to comment on this USA
Today article. It was something more; something
much more: “Every major religion except Islam
is declining in Western Europe, according to the
Study on Global Christianity.... The drop is
evident in France, Sweden and the Netherlands.”
Since 9/11/2001 the public has been exposed to
Islam with increasing regularity. In spite of the
fact that the Koran teaches conversion by the
sword, in spite of the fact that we witnessed on
national television the fruits of Islam at its purest
form, and in spite of the fact that every Islamic
nation is a nation of repression, poverty, radical
theology, and hatred for the Western world, our
political leaders and mass media seem to be
falling all over themselves to promote and glorify
this ungodly and unholy religion. Be that as it
may, there must be some reason why Islam is
growing and Christianity is declining. So I read
further in the USA Today: “The forces driving the
decline include Europe’s turbulent history, an
increasing separation between the church and
government—and perhaps most of all, the continent’s unprecedented affluence.” Changing atti-

tudes toward abortion, homosexual marriages,
divorce and remarriage, and stem cell research
indicate an ignorance of God’s Word on some of
the most fundamental moral issues of our times.
The combination of these factors (biblical ignorance, the secularization of society, and affluence) have proven to be the greatest enemy of the
church. It is not Islam that threatens us. As one
author lamented: “We have seen the enemy, and
it is us.” Islam is growing in the Western world
because the citizens of Europe, and the United
States no longer feel the need for God. The so
called “separation clause” in our constitution is
being used by the God-haters to purge America
of religion. Meanwhile our economy continues to
grow at an unprecedented rate. We have more
than our parents ever dreamed of having. The
average man on the street lives longer, resides in
a bigger house, wears better clothes, drives a far
better automobile, and has more in the bank than
preceding generations. He enjoys the conveniences of modern technology, is better educated,
and enjoys unprecedented freedom. He has been
taught from the time he first entered public
school that he is no different from a monkey,
except in molecular sequence. Is it any wonder
that Christianity is declining? One hundred years
from now historians will ask, “Whatever
happened to Christianity?” Too bad they are not
asking that question now, while there is still time.
P.O. Box 283; Talco, TX 75487

WWW
Burt Jones
“Their webs shall not become garments,
neither shall they cover themselves with their
works: their works are works of iniquity, and the
act of violence is in their hands” (Isa. 59:6).
The world in which we live was prepared for
us by the dreams and disappointments, work and

limitations, the successes and failures of our
fathers and grandfathers. They bequeathed to us
the world of a simpler day, with better manners
and a more honorable work ethic. But, in a sense
so real that it need not be stressed, they have
innocently handed us the worst of worlds. They

have flooded out lives with a world wide web
which has harnessed the mighty power of the
atom and shattered the prohibitive veil of outer
space. Unfortunately, the web ensnaring each of
us has created a monster of which Dr. Frankenstein would have been proud.
The book of Job tells of the paths of those
who forget God, and the hypocrite whose hope
would perish. The Bible states that their hope
would be cut off and their trust a spiders web
(Job 8:13-14).
The world-wide web of communication
available to those of us today who never thought
they would even learn who Dot Com is has
shown us a thrilling but a threatening world—
and, if God somehow continues to allow us to
live in it, we must learn to live in it together.
The anti-God philosophy witnessed most
noticeably during the recent presidential and
congressional elections has shown us just how
immune atheism and evolution are from
criticism.
There is the grave danger in being a victim of

this web that some of our brothers and sisters in
Christ will barter their talents on the table of
worldly gain and succumb to the pressures to be
quiet and ordinary. “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation” (Heb. 6:9).
It matters little whether your web happens to
be one of alcohol, materialism, power or influence selfishly used, gluttony, or gossip. It does
matter that God has providentially chosen us for
this time. We did not choose our talents, but God
has given us sufficient talents.
And, now we must choose whether to double
those talents or bury them (Mat. 25:14-30). The
greatest tragedy of all will be to allow ourselves
to be ensnared in this world-wide web and to
bury these God-given abilities beneath an
avalanche of things.
“For unto whomsoever much is given, of him
shall be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more”
(Luke 12:48).
P.O. Box 531 Marietta, Ohio 45750

For
(what does it mean in Acts 2:38?)
If I had a lot of money
That I wished to give away,
I think upon my preacher friends
A little test I’d play.
I’d call them all together
And explain to them a plan
Whereby a thousand dollars
Would be given to each man.
The plan, it would be simple,
Anyone could get it straight.
The language would be a paraphrase
of Acts two and thirty-eight.
They’d ask of me, “What shall I do?”
I’d answer them as follows:

“Be baptized, each one of you.
For a thousand silver dollars.”
My Baptist friend would shed his coat
And cease his “because of prattle.
He’d know the meaning of the “for”
When he heard the silver rattle.
Friend Methodist, too, without a doubt
This “for” could understand,
If the understanding meant for him
A thousand smackers in his hand.
Not one of them would argue back,
And you can write it down,
Within thirty minutes, there’d not be
A dry preacher in the town.
Author Unknown
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Those are interesting statistics, but certainly not
surprising. It has been a little more than a year
since I read that churches in America are having
the same decline in attendance. But it was not the
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much more: “Every major religion except Islam
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evident in France, Sweden and the Netherlands.”
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fact that the Koran teaches conversion by the
sword, in spite of the fact that we witnessed on
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decline include Europe’s turbulent history, an
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tudes toward abortion, homosexual marriages,
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indicate an ignorance of God’s Word on some of
the most fundamental moral issues of our times.
The combination of these factors (biblical ignorance, the secularization of society, and affluence) have proven to be the greatest enemy of the
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us has created a monster of which Dr. Frankenstein would have been proud.
The book of Job tells of the paths of those
who forget God, and the hypocrite whose hope
would perish. The Bible states that their hope
would be cut off and their trust a spiders web
(Job 8:13-14).
The world-wide web of communication
available to those of us today who never thought
they would even learn who Dot Com is has
shown us a thrilling but a threatening world—
and, if God somehow continues to allow us to
live in it, we must learn to live in it together.
The anti-God philosophy witnessed most
noticeably during the recent presidential and
congressional elections has shown us just how
immune atheism and evolution are from
criticism.
There is the grave danger in being a victim of

this web that some of our brothers and sisters in
Christ will barter their talents on the table of
worldly gain and succumb to the pressures to be
quiet and ordinary. “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation” (Heb. 6:9).
It matters little whether your web happens to
be one of alcohol, materialism, power or influence selfishly used, gluttony, or gossip. It does
matter that God has providentially chosen us for
this time. We did not choose our talents, but God
has given us sufficient talents.
And, now we must choose whether to double
those talents or bury them (Mat. 25:14-30). The
greatest tragedy of all will be to allow ourselves
to be ensnared in this world-wide web and to
bury these God-given abilities beneath an
avalanche of things.
“For unto whomsoever much is given, of him
shall be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more”
(Luke 12:48).
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For
(what does it mean in Acts 2:38?)
If I had a lot of money
That I wished to give away,
I think upon my preacher friends
A little test I’d play.
I’d call them all together
And explain to them a plan
Whereby a thousand dollars
Would be given to each man.
The plan, it would be simple,
Anyone could get it straight.
The language would be a paraphrase
of Acts two and thirty-eight.
They’d ask of me, “What shall I do?”
I’d answer them as follows:

“Be baptized, each one of you.
For a thousand silver dollars.”
My Baptist friend would shed his coat
And cease his “because of prattle.
He’d know the meaning of the “for”
When he heard the silver rattle.
Friend Methodist, too, without a doubt
This “for” could understand,
If the understanding meant for him
A thousand smackers in his hand.
Not one of them would argue back,
And you can write it down,
Within thirty minutes, there’d not be
A dry preacher in the town.
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s
mother), Barbra Busch (Bill Busch’s
mother).

VOL. XXXIV

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
November 30, 2005–Fifth Wednesday
Singing at 7:00 pm, in the auditorium.
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
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Reading/Invitation
November 30, 2005
Reading: Jeremy Caine
Invitation: Paul Brantley
December 7, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Busch

NOVEMBER 21, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

What Ever Happened to Christianity?
Tom Wacaster
Recently I was in Muncie, Indiana on a fund
raising trip with brother Nehemiah Gootam. The
two of us had been visiting congregations in
Oklahoma and Indiana and telling brethren about
the good work in India and Russia.
One of the “perks” of staying in a motel is the
free newspaper we get every morning (as if 50
cents a day amounts to a whole lot—you cannot
even buy a cup of coffee with the meager savings
—but then the coffee is free of charge too).
Typically the paper provided for the motel guests
is USA Today. On August 11, 2005, the headline
read: “Religion takes a back seat in Western
Europe.”
OK, so what is new? Religion has taken a
“back seat” in Europe for decades.
In fact, it has taken a back seat in most of the

Western world for the better part of a half
century. The fact of the matter is, most folks in
the Western world have become so affluent that
God no longer matters, religion is irrelevant, and
the church, at least in the minds of many, is a
non-entity. The church buildings have become
museums, relics of a bygone era that is rapidly
becoming ancient history. I then read the subtitle
of the article (that little catch phrase that is
designed to “pull you in” and read further):
“Attendance is sliding; attitudes toward God and
church authority are changing.”
That caught my attention. So I read on.
Church attendance in Ireland, still among the
highest in Western Europe, has fallen from about
85% to about 60% between the years 1975 and
2004. This drop in attendance is most apparent in
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Bill Gallaher, Marie Herbert
(Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra Busch
(Bill Busch’s mother).
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Reading/Invitation
December 7, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Busch
December 14, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Sin Grieves God
William S. Cline
The narrative of Noah and the ark is one of
the most familiar in the Bible. For centuries it has
been used to teach some of the greatest faith
building lessons to be found anywhere.
Man in Noah’s time was evil to such an extent
“that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). “But
Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD” (Gen.
6:8). God gave him construction instructions and
the tremendous task of preaching and building
began. Noah’s preaching largely went unheeded.
We carefully choose these words, for his family
was saved with him. He was not the failure as a
preacher of righteousness that some have
suggested. Over 30 years ago an elderly brother
corrected a young preacher on that very point.
Standing by the water well out beside the

meeting house he suggested to the zealous young
man that if everyone did as well as Noah no one
would be lost! So Noah preached and Noah built
an ark. He did “all that God commanded him”
(Gen. 6:22). When the final count was made he
and the seven in his family were saved aboard
the ark.
As space permits let us note one of the
principles contained in the story of Noah.
The Sins of Man Grieve God. We understand that man perverted the plan and purpose
God had for him. “And it repented the LORD that
he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart” (Gen. 6:6). One cannot read the
Genesis 6 account of the sinfulness of man without coming face to face with the fact that the
nature of God is to hate sin.

We sometimes pass lightly over sins as
though they were not all that important. That
may be man’s way, but it is not God’s way.
When God looked down upon the sinful earth it
grieved Him (Gen. 6:5, 11-12). We should not
be surprised. When Adam and Eve sinned in
Eden, Jehovah drove them out (Gen. 3:24). A
lesson for all men for all time is thus learned.
God will not abide where sin is nor will he
allow sin to abide where he is. Isaiah said, “But
your iniquities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:2).
Why does God turn his face away from sin?
The answer is simple—God hates sin! David
wrote, “For thou art not a God that hath pleasure
in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.
The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou
hatest all workers of iniquity” (Psa. 5:4-5).
Jehovah hates sin, but with equal fervor he
loves righteousness. The wickedness of Sodom
and Gomorrah grieved God to the extent that He
determined to destroy them. But His love for the
sinners (while hating their sins) caused Him to
agree with Abraham to spare the cities if ten

righteous souls could be found (Gen. 18). The
fire that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah is eternal
testimony to the fact that sin grieves God.
You may not like to hear sin exposed and
perhaps you have heard it said that such
preaching is judgmental, unloving, and divisive.
The truth is that when sin is exposed it is
righteous judgment (when done according to
Scripture) and the very expression of love and
concern for the spiritual welfare of the sinner.
We expose sin because we love the sinner.
Our desire must be to be in the grace of God
and not under the wrath of God. For this to be
reality, we must learn to hate sin as He hates sin.
We must learn to love righteousness as He loves
righteousness. Sin must be exposed and a deep
burning desire to be as God-like as humanly
possible must become our daily goal.
When we walk in darkness it grieves God
today just as it did in Noah’s day. May we learn
the lesson of His hatred for sin and strive daily to
walk in the light so that we may enjoy His
fellowship and the cleansing of the blood of His
Son (1 John 1:7).
Deceased

Death—Extinction or Separation?
Tracy Dugger
“He Passed from this life” “She left this
world,” and, “They have gone to a better place”
are phrases referring to death. They suggest that
death is merely a separation of the body and soul
(or spirit). However, some in the religious world
disbelieve in the process of a separation of one’s
spiritual entity from the physical body when a
person dies. They argue that the word death
means the extinction of the person. The Bible
takes exception to this idea. For instance,
inspiration plainly informs us that death is the
state where the physical body is void of the

spirit: “For as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also” (Jam. 2:26).
Death then, is not extinction but separation.
Another instance is found in the parable of the
prodigal son. Following the return of the son, the
father stated, “For this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found” (Luke
15:24). By the use of the word dead, did the
father mean that his son ceased to exist or had
been annihilated? Certainly not! The father
meant that his son had been separated from a
loving father.

In Ephesians 2, we come across another
example of the word dead:
“And you hath he quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins” (v. 1).
“Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ” (v. 5).
Does the word dead in these two passages mean
nonexistence or unconsciousness? The meaning
is simply, “separation.” A divine commentary on
this passage is found in the pen of Isaiah,
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it
cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your sins have
hid his face from you, that he will not hear” (Isa.
59:1-2).
If man were entirely a physical being, as
religious materialists contend, then Peter should
have stated, “Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in
remembrance” (2 Pet. 1:13). Check our your

Bible because I left out a word. I purposefully
removed the word in from the text. Let us read it
as correctly found in the KJV: “Yea, I think it
meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir
you up by putting you in remembrance.” The
word tabernacle simply means a dwelling place.
Peter did not say that he was merely this
tabernacle, but that he was “in” this tabernacle.
The dwelling place of “I” in this verse is the
physical body. The “I” must therefore have reference to the immortal soul. Therefore, it is clear
that physical death does not get rid of the “I”
(soul), only the “tabernacle” (body).
In Matthew 10:28 Jesus clearly explained that
there was something that man could not kill and
that when the body is gone the soul remains:
“And fear not them which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
4010 Highway 133; Shady Valley, TN 37688

Good Reasons to Attend Every Service
An elderly lady, dreadfully crippled with
arthritis, would hobble painfully to church on
two crutches. It was an agonizing ordeal for her,
and someone asked her how she managed to be
at every service. Her answer was, “My heart gets
there first, and my legs just follow after.” Can it
be that we really do not have an attendance problem, so much as we have a heart problem?
Consider these good reasons to attend every
service:
* To have the Scriptures opened to us (Luke
24:25).
* To receive the comfort and encouragement
which is found in Christian fellowship (Heb.
10:24).
* To feed and exercise our faith (Rom.
10:17).

* To maintain our spiritual fervor (Mat.
24:12). A coal of fire alone on the hearth will
die; so we, by ourselves, will grow cold and
lifeless.
* To set a good example for others to follow
(Mat. 5:13-16).
* To seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Mat. 6:33).
* To prevent backsliding (1 Cor. 11:20-30).
Absenteeism is invariably one of the first
warning signs of apostasy.
* To obey God’s command not to forsake the
assembling of His saints (Heb. 10:25).
* To cast your vote for righteousness and
godliness, and against the closing of the church
building (Mat. 12:30).
Author Unknown
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though they were not all that important. That
may be man’s way, but it is not God’s way.
When God looked down upon the sinful earth it
grieved Him (Gen. 6:5, 11-12). We should not
be surprised. When Adam and Eve sinned in
Eden, Jehovah drove them out (Gen. 3:24). A
lesson for all men for all time is thus learned.
God will not abide where sin is nor will he
allow sin to abide where he is. Isaiah said, “But
your iniquities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:2).
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wrote, “For thou art not a God that hath pleasure
in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.
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righteous souls could be found (Gen. 18). The
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Deceased
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill and Kay
Hollowell, Bill Gallaher, Marie Herbert
(Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra Busch
(Bill Busch’s mother).
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Reading/Invitation
December 7, 2005
Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Busch
December 14, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 4, 2005–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Sin Grieves God
William S. Cline
The narrative of Noah and the ark is one of
the most familiar in the Bible. For centuries it has
been used to teach some of the greatest faith
building lessons to be found anywhere.
Man in Noah’s time was evil to such an extent
“that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). “But
Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD” (Gen.
6:8). God gave him construction instructions and
the tremendous task of preaching and building
began. Noah’s preaching largely went unheeded.
We carefully choose these words, for his family
was saved with him. He was not the failure as a
preacher of righteousness that some have
suggested. Over 30 years ago an elderly brother
corrected a young preacher on that very point.
Standing by the water well out beside the

meeting house he suggested to the zealous young
man that if everyone did as well as Noah no one
would be lost! So Noah preached and Noah built
an ark. He did “all that God commanded him”
(Gen. 6:22). When the final count was made he
and the seven in his family were saved aboard
the ark.
As space permits let us note one of the
principles contained in the story of Noah.
The Sins of Man Grieve God. We understand that man perverted the plan and purpose
God had for him. “And it repented the LORD that
he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart” (Gen. 6:6). One cannot read the
Genesis 6 account of the sinfulness of man without coming face to face with the fact that the
nature of God is to hate sin.
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DECEMBER 5, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
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Bible Rules for Happy Living
Kris Groda
Most everyone I know wants to be happy and
have a happy life, It is not like I hear people
saying, “You know, I wish I could be more
miserable. I think I could be really happy if I
could just be more miserable.” Why, that is
ludicrous!
Since most people want to be happy, perhaps
it would be logical, for the Christian, to examine
the Scriptures.
1. Count your blessings, not your troubles.
Though we have problems in this life, we are still
richly blessed. The (now familiar) plaque on the
wall stated, “I grumbled and complained because
I had no shoes, until I saw a man who had no
feet.”
2. Live one day at a time. Regardless of what
Satan may throw at you, it can be handled “one

day at a time” (Jam. 4:13-15). You can control
and conquer if you will take on the obstacles a
day at a time.
3. Learn to say “I love you” to those near
and dear. Break the shackles and learned restraints and express your love and appreciation to
as many as possible each day (Mark 14:3-6).
4. Be a giver and not a getter. Often if you
fail to get out of life what you want, it is because
you are expecting to get instead of give (Luke
6:38).
5. Seek good in everyone and everything.
Be a good seeker. Try hard not to be a fault
finder. When faults are present, deal with them
lovingly.
6. Pray every day. Always take time to
express to God your appreciation for (each)

blessing and ask Him for guidance (Luke 18:1).
7. Do a good deed each day. The “grandest
intention” is not as good as the “smallest deed.”
Follow the Lord’s example (Acts 10:38).
8. Watch your priorities. Keep the important
things in first place (Mat. 6:33).
9. Fill your life with good. Throw away the

trash in your life and replace it with good
thoughts and deeds (Phi. 4:8).
10. Learn to practice the happiness habit.
Smile, and the world will smile with you (Phi.
4:4). Make up your mind to “be happy.”
P.O. Box 365; De Leon, TX 76444

Bearing Your Cross
Marvin L Weir
The Lord makes it clear that cross bearing is
a condition of discipleship. One who refuses to
“take up his cross” cannot go to Heaven! The
rewards of Christianity are not “unconditionally”
bestowed upon man. The Scriptures say, “Then
said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me. For whosoever would
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever shall
lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what
shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and forfeit his life? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his life?” (Mat. 16:24-26).
Coffman comments as follows:
Cross-bearing is widely misunderstood. It
is not old age, poverty, taxes, illness, or
bad weather, or any other discomfiture of
life that comes unavoidably into the lives
of men. It is the acceptance, for the sake of
the will of God, of some burden or burdens, otherwise avoidable, but which are
undertaken out of a pure desire to fulfill
the Master’s purpose.
There are many today who want to put their
lives in neutral while setting sail and letting the
wind blow them in whatever direction. Their goal
is to make friends, offend no one, and love
everyone. These people may wear silver crosses
around their necks, but they dare not take up the
cross Jesus referenced and follow Him. The

philosophy of some brethren is that they dare not
speak against “city hall” or upset the “status
quo.” Jesus says that “whosoever would save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life
for my sake shall find it” (Mat. 16:25). The
meaning is clear. If one fails to follow Jesus to
save his hide (life) in this life, he will lose his
soul in eternity. On the other hand, a faithful
follower of Christ who is willing to give his very
life for the Lord and His church will rejoice one
day in Heaven.
Many people who master economics and excel in investing in stocks and bonds never seriously consider Jesus’ question regarding worldly
treasurers. Jesus asked, “For what shall a man be
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his life?” (Mat. 16:26). In view of
eternity, one cannot afford to pursue physical
matters while ignoring spiritual matters.
What does it profit a brother to have many
friends and lose his soul? A host of brethren put
more emphasis on social standing than on loyalty
to Christ and His church. A Christian must always stand for what is right and oppose what is
wrong. It does not matter what your friends (?)
choose to do—what does the Bible say that you
are to do? One is never to “follow a multitude to
do evil” (Exo. 23:2).
There are brethren who give lip-service to

worshiping correctly while attending congregations that have long departed from the faith.
These brethren, when cornered, ever so mildly
protest their opposition to certain innovations in
the worship services of their congregation. When
asked why they continue to support such
apostasy from the truth they say, “Oh, we have
attended this congregation for forty years and
this is where all of our friends are.” Brethren,
listen carefully! What does it profit you if you
get to keep all your friends and lose your own
soul?
Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do the
things which I command you” (John 15:14). Will
you choose to be friends with Christ or friends
with the world? Will you choose the friendship
of erring brethren while rejecting the friendship
of the Savior? How can you support (your contribution) a congregation that no longer respects
the Word of God? A follower of Christ cannot
aid, assist, support, encourage, or have fellowship with enemies of the cross!
But it will cost me my friends! Yes, there is a
price to pay for following the Lord. Sacrifices
must be made to remain faithful, and one may
find himself standing alone more often than not

in today’s modernistic and liberal world. Jesus
could have chosen to be “politically correct” and
tolerated and ignored the errors of the scribes and
Pharisees. He refused, however, to allow His
house to be corrupted. Jesus was willing to bear
His cross so He said, “It is written, My house
shall be called a house of prayer: but ye make it
a den of robbers” (Mat. 21:13).
The Jerusalem scribes and Pharisees accused
Jesus’ disciples of transgressing tradition by not
washing their hands before eating (Mat. 15:2).
Jesus replies that they make void God’s Word
because of their tradition (v. 7). Then He said,
“Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you,
saying, This people honoreth me with their lips;
But their heart is far from me. But in vain do they
worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the
precepts of men” (vv. 7-9).
Christ bore His cross as He stood firm for
truth and it led Him to Calvary. Will you take up
your cross and follow the Master? More often
than not you will find that the way of the cross is
not the direction your friends have chosen to
travel. To go to Heaven you must take up your
cross!
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088

Announcement: No Excuse Sunday
To make it possible for everyone to attend
church next Sunday, we are going to have a “No
Excuse Sunday.”
• Cots will be placed in the foyer for those
who say, “Sunday is my day to sleep in.”
• There will be a seating section with lounge
chairs for those who feel our pews are too hard.
• Eye-droppers will be available for those
with tired eyes from watching TV late Saturday
night.
• Score cards will be available for those who
wish to list the hypocrites present.

• We will have steel helmets for those who
say, “The roof would cave in if I ever came to
church.”
• Doctors will be present for those who plan
to be sick on Sunday.
• The church will be decorated with Christmas
poinsettias and Easter lilies for those who have
never seen the church without them.
• We will provide hearing aids for those who
cannot hear the preacher, and cotton balls for
those who can.
Author Unknown
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• The church will be decorated with Christmas
poinsettias and Easter lilies for those who have
never seen the church without them.
• We will provide hearing aids for those who
cannot hear the preacher, and cotton balls for
those who can.
Author Unknown

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell
(South Baldwin Regional Hospital), Marie
Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra
Busch (Bill Busch’s mother).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 11, 2005–Deacons’ meeting
will be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
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Reading/Invitation
December 14, 2005
Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe
December 21, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

DECEMBER 5, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

Bible Rules for Happy Living
Kris Groda
Most everyone I know wants to be happy and
have a happy life, It is not like I hear people
saying, “You know, I wish I could be more
miserable. I think I could be really happy if I
could just be more miserable.” Why, that is
ludicrous!
Since most people want to be happy, perhaps
it would be logical, for the Christian, to examine
the Scriptures.
1. Count your blessings, not your troubles.
Though we have problems in this life, we are still
richly blessed. The (now familiar) plaque on the
wall stated, “I grumbled and complained because
I had no shoes, until I saw a man who had no
feet.”
2. Live one day at a time. Regardless of what
Satan may throw at you, it can be handled “one

day at a time” (Jam. 4:13-15). You can control
and conquer if you will take on the obstacles a
day at a time.
3. Learn to say “I love you” to those near
and dear. Break the shackles and learned restraints and express your love and appreciation to
as many as possible each day (Mark 14:3-6).
4. Be a giver and not a getter. Often if you
fail to get out of life what you want, it is because
you are expecting to get instead of give (Luke
6:38).
5. Seek good in everyone and everything.
Be a good seeker. Try hard not to be a fault
finder. When faults are present, deal with them
lovingly.
6. Pray every day. Always take time to
express to God your appreciation for (each)
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Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell
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Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra
Busch (Bill Busch’s mother).
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Reading/Invitation
December 21, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
December 28, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.

Directory Update
The 2006 members’ directory will be
printed soon. If you have any changes
please contact the office as soon as
possible.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

One Baptism
Andy Cates
In the Holy Scriptures, we read of four baptisms, in addition to the baptism of suffering
which Christ would undergo. These are the
baptism of John, the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
the baptism of fire, and the baptism of the great
commission. Yet, Paul wrote that there is “one
baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Let us search the Scriptures
and define each of these baptisms and in so doing
confirm the one baptism of which Paul wrote.
The Baptism of John
This baptism was authorized by John the
Baptizer (Mark 1:4-5), before the crucifixion of
Christ. Thus, the law of Christ was not yet in
effect, and His church was not yet established.
John baptized those Jews who confessed their
sins and believed in Jesus Christ (Mark 1:5; Acts
19:4). These, he baptized in the Jordan (Mat. 3:6)

preaching “the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). John baptized in a
particular area “because there was much water
there” (John 3:23). This would be a requirement
for immersion. This baptism was for the purpose
of preparing the Jews for the coming Messiah
and the Messianic kingdom. John’s baptism was
valid only up until it was nailed to the cross,
along with the law of Moses (Col. 2:14).
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Jesus promised this baptism to the apostles.
We find His words to them in Acts 1:5: “ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.” This promise was fulfilled on the day of
Pentecost as “they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it

filled all the house where they were sitting. And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as
of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:1-4).
It filled the entire house where the apostles were
gathered, consequently, they were immersed in
this power. This baptism was to guide them into
all Truth (John 16:13; 14:26). When the apostles
were guided into all Truth and the complete
revelation was revealed by the apostles, the need
for the baptism of the Holy Spirit had ceased.
The Baptism of Fire
To a mixed group of people, John said of
Jesus, “he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire...and gather his wheat into the
garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire” (Mat. 3:11-12). Therefore, it
is the wicked who will receive the baptism of fire
at the second coming of Christ. This immersion
in the lake of fire will be their punishment for
disobeying God (2 The. 1.6-9).
The Baptism of the Great Commission

This baptism is a command of the law of
Christ and is administered by men, whereas, the
Holy Spirit baptism was administered by Christ.
Jesus told the apostles “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:1516). This act of baptism is for the remission of
sins (Acts 2:38) and puts one into Christ (Rom.
6:3; Gal. 3:27). In baptism, one is buried (immersed) in water and rises to walk in newness of
life which is the form of Christ’s death, burial,
and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-5, 17-18). This is the
one baptism of which Paul wrote in Ephesians
4:5.
There are many modern day Jehoiakims who
wish to cut out with their modern penknives
passages concerning baptism, and cast them into
the fire (Jer. 36). “But the word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25) and still says one
must be baptized to be saved (Mark 16:16; Acts
10:48; 1 Pet. 3:21).
Copied

Never Say, “We’ve Got the Truth”
Marvin L. Weir
Forty or fifty years ago members of denominations would ridicule members of the Lord’s
church when they said they knew the “truth”
regarding religious matters. Such ridicule is
expected from people who place their faith in the
ever-changing creeds of men. What is surprising
is the attitude that many today have toward Bible
truth who profess to be members of the church of
Christ. Some of these people still attend where
the name “church of Christ” is still at least on the
building, and others have joined some community church. My good friend, Richard Massey,
had the following quote in his recent bulletin,
Rising Star Courier, dated March 3, 2004:
Some are now saying that we in the

church of Christ should never say “we’ve
got the truth” (Mark Henderson, Abilene
Reporter News, 2/23/04, p. 4). To say you
have the truth is an attitude of pride he
says (Ibid). The person that said these
things seems to think he has the truth on
this subject. First, he tells us not to say we
have the truth, then he turns around and
presents (what he believes to be) the truth.
This is contradictory. Any teaching that
contradicts itself is false. If we cannot
know the truth, then why does the church
of Christ exist? We might as well close up
shop and go home.
Why would one who claims to be a Christian

state that we should never say, “We’ve got the
truth.” Let us consider several reasons why such
a statement is made.
First, those who teach false doctrine realize
that truth is narrow and restrictive. If Bible
authority is needed in religious matters (and it
is), then man-made ideals, innovations, and
opinions must be rejected as they count for
naught. If one argues that no one has the truth,
then he frees up some wiggle room to peddle his
interpretations, beliefs, and concepts. After all,
you do not have a corner on truth, thus, you
cannot condemn the beliefs you are being confronted with.
John, writing by inspiration, said, “Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false
prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John
4:1). If one does not have the truth, how will he
prove whether or not some teaching is true or
false? Mark this down—only false teachers will
claim that you cannot know all the truth
regarding religious matters! Those who teach the
truth have absolutely nothing to hide, and they
will gladly furnish one who demands evidence
for their teaching with book, chapter, and verse
references.
Truth will not allow false doctrine to gain an
entrance or foothold. The searchlight of God’s
truth exposes error for what it is—false teaching
designed to lead soul’s astray. Listen to Paul as
he pleads, “Wherefore be ye not foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is” (Eph.
5:17). Men can understand the will of the Lord!
People can know the truth (John 8:32), and
God’s Word (not man’s word) is always true
(John 17:17).
Second, one religion is as good as another
religion if one does not have access to all truth.
Go ahead and attend the church of your choice
because no one really knows for sure which
religious group is right. Such belief allows man

to worship the way that he desires to worship.
Whatever pleases me in this present moment is
what I will do, and no one can be sure that I am
wrong because no one has all the truth. The Bible
says there is “one body” (Eph. 4:4).
Third, one plan of salvation is as good as
another because there may be truth that you do
not possess. The Bible teaches that one must hear
the Word of God (Rom. 10:17), believe the Word
(Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:16), repent of his sins (Luke
13:3), make the good confession (Rom. 10:9-10),
and be immersed for the remission of his sins
(Acts 2:38; 22:16). If you do not have all of the
truth regarding God’s plan of salvation, however,
you cannot teach the above plan as the absolute
correct plan of salvation.
Fourth, the command to “worship [God] in
spirit and truth” (John 4:24) does not have to be
taken seriously because no one really can say that
he has access to all truth. False teachers do not
take kindly to condemnation, and if you are missing some truth then how can you dogmatically
declare that they are wrong?
God’s Word says, “Every scripture inspired of
God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good
work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). God’s Word again states
that God in “his divine power hath granted unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness”
(2 Pet. 1:3). God’s Word admonishes us to be
like the noble Bereans who “received the word
with all readiness of the mind, examining the
Scriptures daily, whether these things were so”
(Acts 17:11).
Those who try and convince you that you
should never say you have the truth are those that
the Bible warns about as being “ever learning,
and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth” (2 Tim. 3:7).
5810 Liberty Grove Road; Rowlett, TX 75088
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gathered, consequently, they were immersed in
this power. This baptism was to guide them into
all Truth (John 16:13; 14:26). When the apostles
were guided into all Truth and the complete
revelation was revealed by the apostles, the need
for the baptism of the Holy Spirit had ceased.
The Baptism of Fire
To a mixed group of people, John said of
Jesus, “he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire...and gather his wheat into the
garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire” (Mat. 3:11-12). Therefore, it
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at the second coming of Christ. This immersion
in the lake of fire will be their punishment for
disobeying God (2 The. 1.6-9).
The Baptism of the Great Commission

This baptism is a command of the law of
Christ and is administered by men, whereas, the
Holy Spirit baptism was administered by Christ.
Jesus told the apostles “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:1516). This act of baptism is for the remission of
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6:3; Gal. 3:27). In baptism, one is buried (immersed) in water and rises to walk in newness of
life which is the form of Christ’s death, burial,
and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-5, 17-18). This is the
one baptism of which Paul wrote in Ephesians
4:5.
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wish to cut out with their modern penknives
passages concerning baptism, and cast them into
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must be baptized to be saved (Mark 16:16; Acts
10:48; 1 Pet. 3:21).
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell
(South Baldwin Regional Hospital), Marie
Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra
Busch (Bill Busch’s mother).
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Reading/Invitation
December 21, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
December 28, 2005
Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 18, 2005–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
December 18, 2005–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.

Directory Update
The 2006 members’ directory will be
printed soon. If you have any changes
please contact the office as soon as
possible.

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy
MISSIONARY: Lee Davis

One Baptism
Andy Cates
In the Holy Scriptures, we read of four baptisms, in addition to the baptism of suffering
which Christ would undergo. These are the
baptism of John, the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
the baptism of fire, and the baptism of the great
commission. Yet, Paul wrote that there is “one
baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Let us search the Scriptures
and define each of these baptisms and in so doing
confirm the one baptism of which Paul wrote.
The Baptism of John
This baptism was authorized by John the
Baptizer (Mark 1:4-5), before the crucifixion of
Christ. Thus, the law of Christ was not yet in
effect, and His church was not yet established.
John baptized those Jews who confessed their
sins and believed in Jesus Christ (Mark 1:5; Acts
19:4). These, he baptized in the Jordan (Mat. 3:6)

preaching “the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). John baptized in a
particular area “because there was much water
there” (John 3:23). This would be a requirement
for immersion. This baptism was for the purpose
of preparing the Jews for the coming Messiah
and the Messianic kingdom. John’s baptism was
valid only up until it was nailed to the cross,
along with the law of Moses (Col. 2:14).
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Jesus promised this baptism to the apostles.
We find His words to them in Acts 1:5: “ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.” This promise was fulfilled on the day of
Pentecost as “they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell
(South Baldwin Regional Hospital),
Marilyn Hall, Ella Hammac, Marie Herbert
(Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra Busch
(Bill Busch’s mother).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 5, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 12, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 19, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
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4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
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Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Reading/Invitation
December 28, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
January 4, 2006
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Louis Herrington

DECEMBER 19, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Our Second Religion
Lynn Parker
Sporting activities have been called the
“second religion of America.” Whether it is the
fast-break, jump shooting, and 3-point shots, or
the 55-yard pass for the winning touchdown on
the last play of the game, we love sports. It can
be ice hockey or air hockey, but it still has its
appeal. Hunting moose, elk, deer, quail, doves,
and varmints (the four-legged kind) attracts a
following. Fishing holes are sometimes marked
by nearly as many fishers as fish. They can be
the “boys of summer” that win it in the last inning or the sprinter who wins by a nose, but it
makes no difference. Football, fishing, baseball,
hunting, basketball, track—we love it all.
But, may we call a “time out” to consider a
fairly common problem in light of the Bible?

Sporting activities are not the second religion of
some—collective sporting activities are the first.
Some view sports as of the utmost value and concern in life. Sadly, even some professing to be
children of the Heavenly Father implicitly tell the
God of heaven to “take a number (other than
one) and we’ll be right with you after the last
quarter.” Sports can be wholesome and good for
all who participate or spectate, but Christians are
careful to keep such activities in their proper
place. The Bible still teaches, “But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you” (Mat.
6:33), and, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as

ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10:25).
One brother, speaking to a preacher’s workshop, justified his son missing Wednesday
evening services to play ball by asking the teen if
he would be willing, come next week, to attend
both the regular Wednesday evening services and
an area gospel meeting on Thursday night. Of
course, if it is right for a Christian to miss worship assemblies and Bible class to participate in
sports, does it not follow that all the brethren can
miss the assemblies and classes to watch the ball
game or other sporting activity? And, if we can
“makeup” forsaken assemblies like a student
makes up a missed test, then surely we can justify shutting down the church building during the
hottest part of summer and do “makeup” work
every night for a few weeks this autumn.
Bible classes and worship assemblies in some
places take a tremendous nose dive in attendance

because some brethren worship at the idol of
sporting activities. We cannot help but wonder
though how important our sporting achievements
will seem when we stand before God in judgment. Suddenly the “one that got away” will be
insignificant and the state championship trophy
will provide as much comfort as a crash helmet
to a kamikaze pilot.
I like sporting activities. I have played in
organized sports. I try to instruct my children in
sports. But when the church is working, meeting
in assemblies, or studying in the Bible classes,
my family needs to be present, promoting the
work, exhorting the brethren, and receiving exhortation: “For bodily exercise profiteth little: but
godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that which
is to come” (1 Tim. 4:8).
1650 Gander Slough Rd; Kingsbury, TX 78638

The Cost of Being a Christian
Curtis L. E. Graves
Does it cost anything to be a true Christian?
In Luke 14:25-33 Jesus said that it does. Perhaps
some have never thought about that before.
Especially in this age where it seems that people
are just saying, “here I am God, accept me on my
terms or else.” We need to “count the cost” when
it comes to living the life of a true Christian. It
will take courage and determination to be a
Christian. We cannot be like some who think that
we have to give up nothing to be a Christian.
Jesus first of all made it very clear in Luke
that all worldly relationships like father, mother,
wife and children; brothers and sisters and even
our own lives fall in place behind our relationship with Him. We have to bear our cross;
pay the price in leaving all to follow Christ (Luke
9:23). Jesus used two examples to show the de-

dication a Christian must have. Who would build
a tower or building without first checking to see
if he would be able to finish the project. Who
would go into battle without first analyzing his
troops and his position to be sure he could make
war against the forces of his enemy.
Christians are in a battle against Satan and the
world. We are trying to build a spiritual house for
God. We need to count the cost to make sure that
we are going to be good Christian soldiers and
builders before we start. While it is true that
salvation is free; we should remember that providing that salvation cost Christ His life (John
10:10). In light of this, can we do anything less
than become living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1-2), and
live faithfully unto death (Rev. 2:10)?
It is an honor to suffer for the name of Christ.

Will you not determine today to count the cost
knowing the price that Christ paid so that we can
have salvation. Do not play at religion. Do not
ask God to accept you on your terms but rather

come in obedience to His will determined to live
as He would have you to live as a Christian only.
Nothing more and nothing less.
1021 Mt. Pleasant Road; Chesapeake, VA 2332

My Convenient Season
Darrell Beard
“And after certain days, when Felix came
with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he
sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith
in Christ. And as he reasoned of righteousness,
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I will call for
thee” (Acts 24:24-25).
Felix responded to Gospel preaching exactly
as others have done. He believed, knew his spiritual needs, and feared the consequences of his
sinful life. However, he was not ready to do anything about it right then.
The man wanted a convenient season to obey
the Gospel and start living the Christian life.
Convenient seasons seldom, if ever, come around
for anything in this life. Most of the good and
necessary things we do are done at inconvenient
times. The devil is going to see to it that a
convenient season for serving God is never going
to come. Even when a situation is the most ideal
and convenient it can be, there are going to be
other things more convenient, and the devil will
continue to whisper, “Wait for a more convenient
season.”
Without realizing it, Felix let the most convenient season he likely would ever have pass
him by, leaving him forever lost and doomed for
the judgment he so greatly feared. Felix had
heard the faith from an inspired apostle. Whereas
others obeyed the faith (Acts 6:7), he did not. He

learned of this need to turn to a life of righteousness and self-control, but he did not. He was
emotionally touched, but did not follow through.
It was not convenient for the believer Felix to
complete the necessary steps which would have
led to his salvation. Though he trembled in terror
of the coming judgment, he did not repent (Luke
13:3). Repentance is a change of mind about a
sinful life and a determination to turn from it.
That is not convenient. He did not confess his
faith in Christ (Mat. 10:32). He was a high government official who associated with important,
high-class people—all of whom were unbelievers. What would they think? Would they lose
respect for him? Would they ridicule or shun
him? Would he lose his political appointment?
He was not baptized for the forgiveness of his
sins (Acts 2:38). It might be embarrassing for
others to see a man of his stature submitting to a
humble and strange (to others) act. No, it was not
convenient for him to do these things at this time,
but it would never again be more convenient.
All earthly seasons are very short for us. Even
the pleasures of sin last only for a season (Heb.
11:25). Our preaching and service to God is to be
“in season, out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2). We must
not grow weary in following God’s will, because
in due (proper) season we shall reap our reward
(Gal. 6:9). Heaven will finally be our eternal,
convenient season for serving God.
164 17th Street NW; Fayette, AL 35555
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Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell
(South Baldwin Regional Hospital),
Marilyn Hall, Ella Hammac, Marie Herbert
(Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra Busch
(Bill Busch’s mother).
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798

BEACON

Mark These Dates
December 28, 2005–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 5, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 12, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 19, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
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Reading/Invitation
December 28, 2005
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
January 4, 2006
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Louis Herrington

DECEMBER 19, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Our Second Religion
Lynn Parker
Sporting activities have been called the
“second religion of America.” Whether it is the
fast-break, jump shooting, and 3-point shots, or
the 55-yard pass for the winning touchdown on
the last play of the game, we love sports. It can
be ice hockey or air hockey, but it still has its
appeal. Hunting moose, elk, deer, quail, doves,
and varmints (the four-legged kind) attracts a
following. Fishing holes are sometimes marked
by nearly as many fishers as fish. They can be
the “boys of summer” that win it in the last inning or the sprinter who wins by a nose, but it
makes no difference. Football, fishing, baseball,
hunting, basketball, track—we love it all.
But, may we call a “time out” to consider a
fairly common problem in light of the Bible?

Sporting activities are not the second religion of
some—collective sporting activities are the first.
Some view sports as of the utmost value and concern in life. Sadly, even some professing to be
children of the Heavenly Father implicitly tell the
God of heaven to “take a number (other than
one) and we’ll be right with you after the last
quarter.” Sports can be wholesome and good for
all who participate or spectate, but Christians are
careful to keep such activities in their proper
place. The Bible still teaches, “But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you” (Mat.
6:33), and, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as
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Bellview Church of Christ
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BEACON

Mark These Dates
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 5, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 12, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

Beacon
This week’s Beacon was printed early
due to the secretary being on vacation.
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Reading/Invitation
January 4, 2006
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Louis Herrington
January 11, 2006
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

DECEMBER 26, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Baptist or Methodist?
Jim Nash
What does it take to make a Baptist? What
does it take to make a Methodist? And, what
does it take to make them different from each
other? This is not the beginning of a bad joke,
but questions that can help save a soul.
I once asked a Baptist, what made him a
Baptist? His answer was not what I expected. I
thought he would say—his family, they were all
Baptist so he became Baptist, or that he liked the
preacher—or something along these lines. However, he caught me a bit off-guard when he said
the Bible made him a Baptist. That was a curious
answer to me, so I asked him what made a Methodist? With almost no pause, he said the Bible
would make a Methodist a Methodist.
I then asked why the Bible did not make him
a Methodist? He did not have an answer. My

next question was to ask this man what made a
Christian? He quickly replied—“the Bible.” I followed by asking why the Bible did not make him
a Christian? The gloves were off—in his mind
we went from curious conversation to outright
assault on his character (this I did not intend, but
should have seen coming). He replied, in three
times the volume. “I am a Christian, A Baptist
Christian.” I was trying to get him to see that the
same book, if followed, would not make two
different kinds of Christians, but just a Christian.
Simple, I thought.
The point is this—it must have been something besides the Bible that makes one a Baptist
or Methodist—because the same book if followed cannot make both. There must be distinctive Baptist or Methodist doctrine involved

(or else what is the difference between the two?).
It must be the Bible plus something that makes a
hybrid Christian (Baptist-Christian, MethodistChristian). However the biblical reality is: (1)
One cannot add to the Bible and still follow it
faithfully (Rev. 22:18-19; Deu. 4:2; Gal. 1:6-9)
(2) One cannot be a hybrid Christian (1 Cor.
1:10-13). (3) One must become a Christian only,

to go to heaven (Luke 8:13; John 8:24; Acts
11:26).
Baptist or Methodist? What makes one or the
other? The doctrines of men, which, “perish with
the using” (Col. 2:20-22) and make worship vain
(Matthew 15:9). One cannot follow the Bible and
be a part of a denomination.
Copied

How Should We Behave in the Assembly?
Tim Smith
How should we act in the worship assembly?
Seems like a silly question, does it not? Everyone
knows how to act in the worship assembly—
surely they must. But, maybe they do not—for
there sure are a lot of things done in assemblies
that do not seem appropriate sometimes. Maybe
a little refresher course would be in order.
Let us take it from the start—you know, the
scheduled time for services to start. Try to be on
time. I know that work schedules sometimes interfere, as do other unavoidable occurrences; but
try to be in your place when the services begin. It
might even be good to be there early enough to
do a bit of visiting prior to the beginning of the
activities.
When the announcements are being made pay
attention to what is said. The announcer would
not be announcing it if you did not need to hear
it. Listen to him. Do not listen with a view to
criticizing, but listen closely to what he says. Remember: he is not a professional announcer; he
is just a dedicated child of God trying to help by
doing something in the public assembly.
When the song leader calls out the number,
get your book and turn to it. You may not be a
world-class singer, but you can make a joyful
noise. All old and corny jokes aside; it is the
Lord who rejoices when His children sing His
praises. Turn to the song and then sing out. Do

not mistreat the songbook. Do not bend the pages
down or tear the corners of the pages off or
handle it roughly. Just open the book to the
appropriate page and sing.
When it comes time for prayer, pray! Bow
your head and allow the man leading the prayer
to direct your thoughts. While some prayers may
seem more like sermons than prayers, they are
prayers. If someone has a problem distinguishing
between being asked to pray and being asked to
deliver a lengthy lecture, perhaps someone
should talk to him; but until then, pray. It is
important. I remember well learning a lesson on
prayers while sitting between Grandma Gray and
Granddad when I was a little boy. One of the
men led one of the prayers like those just mentioned and as he went on and on and on my
bowed head went from a mere bow to nearly
reaching my knees. I was about asleep! It was
then that I heard it—a loud thump. As I began to
wonder what the noise was I felt it—Granddad
had used the knuckle of his middle finger to pop
me into awareness again! I never fell asleep during prayer again.
When the Lord’s Supper is being served,
think about the body and blood of the Lord. Concentrate. Pay attention to what you are doing. Be
aware that the people around you are watching
you—little children, non-members, etc. Set a

good example for them. If the tray is handed in
your direction take it and either partake of it or
hand it to the next person who will then receive
it. Do not move your head back so as to allow
someone to reach over you...take the tray. (I understand that some medical conditions prevent
some from safely taking the tray, and I am not
directing these comments to those people. It is
able-bodied folks who for whatever reason
choose not to pass the tray whose attention I am
seeking). Also, be quiet when the Lord’s Supper
is being served. Do not comb your hair or clean
out your purse or go through the songbook or
rumble about with papers—show some respect to
what is taking place. When the contribution plate
comes around, take it from the person handing it
to you, put something in it—you know, give as
you have been prospered—then pass it along.
When the sermon is being preached, listen to
what the preacher is saying and check it with the
Bible to make sure it is correct and then put it to
work in your life. Again, I know that some medical conditions and/or medications make sleep
almost inevitable for some during long periods of
stillness; but if you are not sick or medicated to
the contrary stay awake, pay attention, learn,

consider, think, then go forth and do.
Do not be overly critical of those who serve
publicly. It is very difficult for some to make announcements, lead prayer, wait on the Table, lead
singing, etc., and yet they are trying to do it
despite the difficulties. Understand. Be sympathetic as much as is possible. This way the
people who do the necessary things will be encouraged and not discouraged. I have known of
folks who, because of acute embarrassment doled
out at the hands of complainers, lost the confidence needed to continue to serve and thereby
improve in their service publicly. Not every announcer is (the late) Rod Roddy (The Price Is
Right). Not every public speaker is a great orator
—not every preacher is either. These men are just
using what talent they have to the glory of God.
Respect them for it. Help them. Give them your
attention. Try to put yourself in their place and
never say anything to them that you would not
want said to you if the roles were reversed. And
above all—remember: You are among God’s
people worshipping the Creator and Sustainer of
the Universe. Act right. May God Bless You as
You Study and Obey His Word.
1272 Enon Road Webb, AL 36376

The Two Wolves
One evening an old Cherokee told his
grandson about a battle that was going on inside
himself.
He said, “My son, it is between two wolves.
One is evil: Anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed,
arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority,
lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.... The other
is good: Joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity,
truth, compassion, and faith.”
The grandson thought about it for a minute
and then asked his grandfather, “Which wolf

wins?”
The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one I
feed.”
The apostle Paul declared, “Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things” (Phi. 4:8). Which wolf are you
feeding with your thoughts?
Author Unknown
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work in your life. Again, I know that some medical conditions and/or medications make sleep
almost inevitable for some during long periods of
stillness; but if you are not sick or medicated to
the contrary stay awake, pay attention, learn,

consider, think, then go forth and do.
Do not be overly critical of those who serve
publicly. It is very difficult for some to make announcements, lead prayer, wait on the Table, lead
singing, etc., and yet they are trying to do it
despite the difficulties. Understand. Be sympathetic as much as is possible. This way the
people who do the necessary things will be encouraged and not discouraged. I have known of
folks who, because of acute embarrassment doled
out at the hands of complainers, lost the confidence needed to continue to serve and thereby
improve in their service publicly. Not every announcer is (the late) Rod Roddy (The Price Is
Right). Not every public speaker is a great orator
—not every preacher is either. These men are just
using what talent they have to the glory of God.
Respect them for it. Help them. Give them your
attention. Try to put yourself in their place and
never say anything to them that you would not
want said to you if the roles were reversed. And
above all—remember: You are among God’s
people worshipping the Creator and Sustainer of
the Universe. Act right. May God Bless You as
You Study and Obey His Word.
1272 Enon Road Webb, AL 36376

The Two Wolves
One evening an old Cherokee told his
grandson about a battle that was going on inside
himself.
He said, “My son, it is between two wolves.
One is evil: Anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed,
arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority,
lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.... The other
is good: Joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity,
truth, compassion, and faith.”
The grandson thought about it for a minute
and then asked his grandfather, “Which wolf

wins?”
The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one I
feed.”
The apostle Paul declared, “Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things” (Phi. 4:8). Which wolf are you
feeding with your thoughts?
Author Unknown
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BEACON

Sick
Please remember in your prayers:
Harold and Elaine Maxey, Bill Hollowell
(South Baldwin Regional Hospital),
Marilyn Hall, Ella Hammac, Marie Herbert
(Pam Busch’s mother), and Barbra Busch
(Bill Busch’s mother).
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola FL 32526-1798
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Mark These Dates
January 1, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
January 8, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 15, 2006–Visitation Group 2
assignment cards handed out.
January 15, 2006–Elders/Deacons’
meeting will be held at 5:00 pm, in
room 7.
January 25, 2006–Adult Bible Classes
Video Series at 7:00 pm, in the
auditorium.
February 5, 2006–Visitation Group 1
assignment cards handed out.
February 12, 2006–Deacons’ meeting will
be held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

Beacon
This week’s Beacon was printed early
due to the secretary being on vacation.

NO. 52

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Reading/Invitation
January 4, 2006
Reading: Bryan Loy
Invitation: Louis Herrington
January 11, 2006
Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Johnny McLaughlin

DECEMBER 26, 2005

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

Paul Brantley, Bill Gallaher, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley, Jerry Caine,
Bill Crowe, Louis Herrington, James Loy

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Baptist or Methodist?
Jim Nash
What does it take to make a Baptist? What
does it take to make a Methodist? And, what
does it take to make them different from each
other? This is not the beginning of a bad joke,
but questions that can help save a soul.
I once asked a Baptist, what made him a
Baptist? His answer was not what I expected. I
thought he would say—his family, they were all
Baptist so he became Baptist, or that he liked the
preacher—or something along these lines. However, he caught me a bit off-guard when he said
the Bible made him a Baptist. That was a curious
answer to me, so I asked him what made a Methodist? With almost no pause, he said the Bible
would make a Methodist a Methodist.
I then asked why the Bible did not make him
a Methodist? He did not have an answer. My

next question was to ask this man what made a
Christian? He quickly replied—“the Bible.” I followed by asking why the Bible did not make him
a Christian? The gloves were off—in his mind
we went from curious conversation to outright
assault on his character (this I did not intend, but
should have seen coming). He replied, in three
times the volume. “I am a Christian, A Baptist
Christian.” I was trying to get him to see that the
same book, if followed, would not make two
different kinds of Christians, but just a Christian.
Simple, I thought.
The point is this—it must have been something besides the Bible that makes one a Baptist
or Methodist—because the same book if followed cannot make both. There must be distinctive Baptist or Methodist doctrine involved

