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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS;
MINISTER:
DEACONS:
		

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Crowe, James Loy

Don’t Preach Against Error
Lynn Parker
Over a number of years of preaching we have
occasionally heard that someone is unhappy with
preaching and teaching that refutes doctrinal error. Some may believe that we ought to leave error
alone unless it appears at the congregation’s front
door. Others might believe that you should deal
with doctrinal error privately and never from the
pulpit. I heard one woman say that we should just
preach God’s Word and never call the names of
those who are false teachers. Some object to calling
names of denominations or congregations in error.
Of course, preachers could preach on error to
the neglect of other topics needed by the hearers.
To avoid extremes, it is a good idea for preachers to
make a list of sermon topics to be addressed during
the year, and to keep a log of what has been taught
so as to cover the many areas that need attention.
Balanced preaching will cover the negative
and the positive, the error and the right. It will tear

down sin, and build us up in righteousness. It will
afflict those who are comfortable in sin, and comfort those afflicted by trial and tribulation. Effective, sound preaching will make those in sin uncomfortable or contrite. They will either repent or
get mad. Remember that for some folks, even one
sermon refuting error is one too many—it just really irritates them.
So what should preachers do? Preachers should
take a lesson from Jeremiah’s commission to,
“pluck up and to break down and to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant” (Jer. 1:10). Paul
commanded the young evangelist, “preach the
word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Tim. 4:2).
Now if someone says, just “preach the word”
and leave error alone, we would have to ask this
question: “Which part of God’s Word would

you have me leave out of my preaching?” You
see, if I leave off preaching against error, I must
leave out Colossians 2 for the second chapter of this
epistle is directed at errors confronting the church
(gnosticism, etc.). Almost all of the Galatian letter—6 chapters worth—refutes errors facing the
church. Leave out refutation of error and you will
have to edit the epistle of 1 Corinthians because
Paul dealt with sin and error frequently there. And
while we are deciding which passages to cut out
of our preaching, we must remove several scores
of verses from Hebrews and James. And by the
way, we can no longer preach from either 2 Peter
or Jude—they are almost completely devoted to refuting error. And the epistles of John (1st, 2nd, and
3rd John) simply must go because they are militant
against error. The book of Revelation gets kicked
out of our preaching because John called the specific congregations by location (rebuking five of
the seven churches), and then called the name of a
specific group of false teachers:
But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there some that hold the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak
to cast a stumblingblock before the chil-

dren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit fornication. So hast
thou also some that hold the teaching of
the Nicolaitans in like manner. Repent
therefore; or else I come to thee quickly,
and I will make war against them with
the sword of my mouth (Rev. 2:14-16).
I doubt the Nicolaitans appreciated that mention but it is written there nonetheless!
I know of a congregation where the preacher
and elders seldom spoke of error. Few warnings
were given. And when finally error was at the
“door,” the congregation was unprepared to handle
the matter. The congregation is now, for all practical purposes, dead in sin and error.
Brethren, refuting error, and calling the names
of groups or individuals that teach error, is as much
a part of Christianity as love, joy, and peace! It
builds the faith, it protects souls, and it arms the
Christian soldier with ammunition to battle against
every false way (Psa. 119:104). Let us stand by the
proclamation of the whole counsel of God (Acts
20:27).
1650 Gander Slough Rd; Kingsbury, TX 78638

Teach Your Children to Protect Themselves
Douglas Hoff
Children are a precious gift from the Lord (Psa.
127:3). They are a source of great joy and pride.
Most parents are eager to show off pictures of their
sons and daughters. What mother has not pointed
at a family picture on the wall and identified her
children? Though we usually think of children as
ours, we must recognize each soul belongs to God
(Eze. 18:4). He has simply entrusted them to us
for a while. With this trust comes the responsibility to take care of these souls. After all, God loves
the children too! He wants each one to grow up to
make Him proud. How they will turn out depends
to a large degree on the training they receive during

the formative years.
Parents are naturally protective of their newborns. These little babies are so dependent and defenseless. The Bible speaks of the natural affection
people have for family members (Rom. 1:31). Part
of this natural love is the desire to protect them.
Though we may wish it were not so, this world is
full of dangers. Mom and dad will not always be
there when difficulty arises. As such, parents need
to teach their children to recognize the dangers of
this world and how to deal with them appropriately.
Most parents do a good job instructing about

physical hazards like playing with fire. Yet, spiritual threats are often neglected. When viewed from
eternity it will matter greatly if one did not properly
confront evil. Just as playing with fire can lead to
burns, playing around with sin can lead to the eternal fires of hell.
How then should parents teach their children
to protect themselves from sin? Children learn
through verbal instruction, examples, and personal
experiences. Fathers are commanded to “bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”
(Eph. 6:4). Mothers bear a part in this duty as well
(Pro. 1:8).
Parents teach a lot by the way they live. Little
boys often say they want to grow up to be just like
their dads. It is a vain effort to tell children, “Do as I
say, not as I do.” More often than not, they will imitate the behavior they see. Of course, kids also have
other role models. Sometimes it is an older sibling.
Sometimes it is a friend. This is why it is extremely
important to teach children to choose their friends
wisely (1 Cor. 15:33).
Personal experience can be a tough teacher.
Countless young people the world over have la-

mented at one time or another, “How I wish I had
listened to mom and dad.” The young man cried
out, “I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers,
Nor inclined my ear to those who instructed me! I
was on the verge of total ruin, In the midst of the assembly and congregation” (Pro. 5:13-14—NKJV).
He committed sin with an immoral woman and
paid the price of personal shame. He played with
fire and got burnt (Pro. 6:20-29).
Parents should be teaching their children about
purity of life. This extends to thoughts, words, and
deeds. Once a reputation is soiled by sin it is hard
to restore. These lessons must be taught when children are young and reinforced consistently over the
years. It may be too late to warn teenagers about
the powerful lure of fornication when hormones
are raging. When children are not taught how to
resist temptation, Satan’s lie that “everyone’s doing it” sounds convincing. Yes, many may be doing
it, but many will be lost eternally for their choices
too (Luke 13:23-24). Is this what you want for your
child? Teach your children to protect themselves
from the snare of the devil (2 Tim. 2:26).
24735 Huron River Dr; Rockwood, MI 48173

Great Preaching
Leroy Brownlow

A mechanic went to hear a visiting evangelist
in a little town.
The preacher preached that night on money
and presented the sermon under three points. First
point: “Make all you can.” The mechanic nudged
his wife and said, “That man is the best I’ve ever
heard. He is no nitwit. He knows what it’s all about.
He is one smart man.” Second point: “Save all you
can.” This excited the mechanic and he whispered
again, “This beats anything I’ve ever heard. He’s
smart enough to be President. This town has never
had a preacher that could hold a candle to him.”
The preacher commended hard work and thrift, denouncing laziness and waste. The mechanic could

not keep quiet. He whispered, “I’ve believed this
all my life.” Third point: “Give all you can.” “Oh,
my,” exclaimed the mechanic, “now he’s gone crazy. He has quit preaching and gone to meddling.”
Thought: Is it not strange that some people’s
conception of great preaching is a sermon that
compliments them and rebukes others? Remember—your preacher did not write the Bible. He is
not responsible for any word in it, but he is definitely responsible for preaching every word in it.
And when it is preached, people judge themselves
by their reaction to it.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Ella Hammac
Elaine Maxey
Malcolm Wooton
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher Lucille Staples
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette Born’s
grandson; for more information: www.
caringbridge.org—in the site name type
Wyatt)

Reading/Invitation
January 16, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Henry Born
January 23, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 13, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 23, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
January 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
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10 Reasons the Christian Wants to Attend Worship
Services Regularly and Consistently
Gary Grizzell
1. The Christian should attend regularly to
be eager to obey God’s command to assemble.
Hebrews 10:25 is a command, not a request. The
Hebrews writer used the word “assembling” not
“assembly.” Therefore, attendance on Sunday
morning, Sunday night, and Wednesday night
will be no problem to the faithful Christian. Rebellion towards God’s commands is a tragic sin in
God’s Book. “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry”
(1 Sam. 15:23).
2. We should assemble regularly to show respect for God who gave His Son (John 3:16-17;
1 John 4:10; 2:2).
3. To show respect for Christ who gave His
life. No man had greater love than Jesus who died
for His friends (John 15:13), but He is a friend only

to those who obey Him (John 15:14). He became
the “author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him” (Heb. 5:9). One simply cannot be a
friend of Jesus and forsake the assembling of the
saints.
4. To show respect for the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit gave us the New Testament which we
are under as a law (Rom. 8:1-2). He gave us the
pattern of the worship, work, organization, and
purpose of the church. Therefore, to forsake the
assembling of the saints is an affront to the Holy
Spirit Himself.
5. To show love and concern for one’s brethren. Hebrews 10:24 says to, “consider” one another in provoking to love and to good works. Therefore, it is inconsiderate to forsake the assembling.
How is the new Christian to be encouraged to love

the Christian life when some do not show enough
interest in God, Christ, the church, the salvation of
souls, and the true values of life to show up on Sunday and Wednesday nights (when they could)?
6. To show love and concern for one’s own
family. The husband/father is to be the guide, protector, and provider spiritually as well as physically. Yes, a man must provide for his own physically, but not at the price of his family’s souls. In
many congregations some work on assembly days
when they could have rearranged their schedules
to please God. Yet, Jesus asked, “For what shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul?” (1 Tim. 5:8; Eph. 6:4; 5:23;
Mark 8:36).
7. To have a good influence on one’s neighbors and the world. “One sinner destroyeth much
good,” said King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 9:18.
Our neighbors who are being influenced know
when we go to worship and they know when we
do not. The Christian is to be a light to those of a

crooked and perverse nation (Phi. 2:15).
8. To show proper concern for one’s own soul.
One of the reasons for coming to the assembly is to
feed on the Word of God (Acts 20:28; 2:42). The
inner man needs soul food. How’s your appetite?
Can one maintain a healthy spiritual body by pulling up to the table to eat only once a week or only a
couple of times per year (2 Cor. 4:16-18)?
9. To show proper appreciation for the divinely appointed pulpit (2 Tim. 4:2).
10. To seek first the greatest cause in this life
(Mat. 6:33). Jesus said it must come first. First,
First! It cannot come second, third, or forty-third.
It must be first, before business, family, friends,
and recreation since one cannot be a faithful Christian with one foot in the church and one foot in
the world! Of course we will love our family and
friends properly when and only when we truly seek
first the kingdom of Christ!
2128 Crystal Ct; Cookeville, TN 38501

Providence
Gary Summers
The name of this biblical concept comes from
the account of Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac. When
Abraham and Isaac went together to the place of
sacrifice, Isaac asked a pertinent question: “Look,
the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering?” (Gen. 22:7—NKJV). Abraham
answered, “My son, God will provide for Himself
the lamb for a burnt offering” (22:8). Later, the
angel of the Lord stopped Abraham from sacrificing his son, though he was in the very act of doing
so. Abraham looked and saw “a ram caught in a
thicket by its horns” (22:13). After offering it to the
Lord, he named that place Jehovah Jireh, meaning
“The-Lord-Will-Provide” (22:14).
God has always worked providentially in the
lives of His people. At times He worked miraculously throughout the Old Testament; certainly

miracles, signs, and wonders were in operation
during the lifetimes of Jesus and His apostles. But
God’s providence has always been in operation
whether or not miraculous manifestations were in
evidence.
The question people often want to know is:
“How does God work providentially?” Is such a
question answerable? We might ask a number of
questions about the ram Abraham espied. “Was
it there when the patriarch and his son arrived, or
did God miraculously put it there (create one on
the spot or transport an already-existing ram to that
location)?” “Could the animal have simply wandered there at the right time, or did God specifically guide it there?” These questions cannot be answered without more information, which God did
not give us.

Such is the wonder of providence. In eternity
we may know precisely what was accomplished on
our behalf at various times in our lives, but here we
can only speculate. It is an exercise in foolishness
to insist that anyone explain precisely how God
operates in our best interests; God is far cleverer
than men.
Christians must be open to the possibility that
God is working providentially without being dog
matic. After King Ahasuerus issued the order
which was designed to exterminate the Jews, Mordecai informed Esther that she needed to plead for
her people (Est. 4:8). She balked at this request,
because to approach the king meant putting her
life on the line. Mordecai further implored her to
act, assuring her that she and her father’s house
would not be above the coming destruction. Then
he asked her a pointed questions: “Yet who knows
whether you have come to the kingdom for such a
time as this?” (4:14).
In other words, he wanted her to consider the
possibility that she had reached the exalted state of
beloved wife to the king for a reason. What other
Jew had access to this powerful man? Who else

with any credibility could perhaps alter the unjust
decree that Haman, in his emotional wrath, had
obtained from the king? Mordecai’s observation
means that we must be open to the possibility that
we are where we are for a reason. He did not tell
her with certainty, “That’s the reason you’re there.
Do something.” But it was an idea that merited
consideration.
As to refraining from saying, I know that God
providentially arranged this situation, even the inspired apostle Paul wrote to Philemon of his runaway slave Onesimus’ conversion: “For perhaps
he departed for a while for this purpose’ (v. 15).”
Paul did not insist he see it that way, but he wanted
Philemon to consider that option.
How does God bring things about? Only He
knows. That He does so is beyond dispute (Rom.
8:28; 1 Pet. 5:10). Mortals—even Christian mortals—are not privy to the workings of God. We do
not need to know the means by which He provides.
We need only to be open to the idea that we are
where we are for a purpose—to do something constructive for the kingdom.
3671 Oak Vista Ln; Winter Park, FL 32792

Never Again

Never again will I say, “I can’t,” for “I can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”
(Phi. 4:13).
Never again will I admit lack, for “my God
shall supply all your need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phi. 4:19).
Never again will I fear, for “For God hath not
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7).
Never again will I harbor doubt and lack of
faith, for “The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?” (Psa. 27:1).
Never again will I allow the supremacy of Satan over my life, for “greater is he that is in you,
than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

Never again will I admit defeat, for “God,
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us
in every place” (2 Cor. 2:14).
Never again will I lack wisdom, for “If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him” (Jam. 1:5).
Never again will I be worried and frustrated,
“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for
you” (1 Pet. 5:7).
Never again will I be in bondage for “Now the
Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is liberty” (2 Cor. 3:17).
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Al Flesher
Marge Williams
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher Lucille Staples
Ray Dodd (Bayside Manor, Room 102)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette Born’s
grandson; for more information: www.
caringbridge.org—in the site name type
Wyatt)

Reading/Invitation
January 23, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Paul Brantley
January 30, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 23, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
January 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
February 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Lessons Learned from Nehemiah
Marvin L. Weir
Most remember that the children of Israel were
carried into Babylonian captivity because of their
lack of faith in the true and living God. In 605 b.c.
Babylon conquered Israel. Among those deported
into captivity were Daniel and his friends (2 Chr.
36:6-7; Dan. 1:1-3). In 598 b.c. Ezekiel and about
10,000 others were carried into captivity. In 586
b.c. the temple of Jerusalem was destroyed and the
city burned, and all except the very poor were taken to Babylon (2 Kin. 24:20-25:21; Jer. 39:1-10).
When the time came where God saw fit to allow
a remnant to return to Jerusalem, they managed to
restore true worship, but did not rebuild the walls.
In 536 b.c. Zerubbabel led the first return from
Babylonian captivity. In 457 b.c. Ezra leads the
next return of God’s people. In 444 b.c. Nehemiah
leads the final return. While in captivity, Nehemiah
learned about the conditions of his brethren and the
temple. He prayed to God that he might be able

to return to Jerusalem. His prayer was answered.
Upon Nehemiah’s arrival, he set about the task of
repairing the walls and God’s house. The Lord’s
church today can learn valuable lessons from Nehemiah’s plan to rebuild the temple walls of Jerusalem.
Nehemiah investigated and saw the great need
to restore the walls of the temple. The work was
too important to ignore. God’s house had been in
disarray far too long. Thus, Nehemiah led the effort
to begin the task.
We need brethren today who will take a serious look at the needs of the Lord’s church. Some
congregations carefully maintain the physical
structure but are in spiritual shambles. More people
are needed who will insist that God’s pattern for
worship and Christian living be followed. We need
brethren like Nehemiah who will take the lead in
encouraging others to do God’s will.

Nehemiah called for volunteers. No one was
coerced to help. No bait was dangled before people
to entice them to help. Nehemiah wanted people to
help who truly loved God. He knew that one who
willingly volunteers to do God’s work will be a
happy worker and devoted to the task at hand. It
is no different today in the Lord’s church. God’s
wants willing laborers in the kingdom who lovingly respond to His commands. Unless one is willing
to “deny himself, and take up his cross daily” (Luke
9:23), he is not likely to volunteer to do much work
in the Lord’s vineyard.
The people were united in their efforts to repair
the temple wall, or they would have not been successful. The brethren worked side by side, cooperating one with the other, and steadfastly remained
dedicated to the task at hand. They refused to be
distracted by worldly people and worldly matters.
Brethren today must understand the necessity
of speaking the same thing and being “perfected
together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). Protection from false teachers is needed just as badly today as was protection
from Nehemiah’s enemies: “Sanballat, and Tobiah,
and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites” (Neh. 4:7-8). Nehemiah says of his devoted workers that “they all builded the wall and they
that bare burdens laded themselves; every one with
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the
other held his weapon” (Neh. 4:17). In doing the
Lord’s work today one must not forget to have in
his hand the “the sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17).

May we always strive to give “diligence to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph.
4:3).
Nehemiah’s volunteers cooperated in rebuilding the wall. All had a job to do, and each one did
his individual task. Each member of the body of
Christ today has a job to do as they contribute to the
needs of the kingdom (cf. 1 Cor. 12:13-27).
Nehemiah did not allow his people to become
discouraged. Enemies from within or without did
not deter the workers from their task. The devil
never wants God’s work to succeed. A stumblingblock will always be provided courtesy of Satan.
Some today say that the work of the Lord’s
church cannot be accomplished in the way the Lord
intended. Such is false thinking and far from the
truth. Let us never become discouraged in building
upon a solid foundation (cf. Acts 4:12; 1 Cor. 3:11;
Mat. 27:24-27).
Nehemiah’s volunteers had a mind to work.
They did not show up for only two hours per week.
They did not possess the attitude that someone else
could and should do the task. They prayed to God
that they could be used for His service and glory—
and God did use them!
If we as members of the body of Christ possess
the proper attitude and have a mind to work in His
vineyard, the Lord will also use us to His service
and glory. May we all have the spirit of Nehemiah!
815 42nd Street SW; Paris, TX 75460

♦
♦
♦

“Silver and gold have I none;
but such as I have give I thee” Acts 3:6

♦

Ken Chumbley

♦

When Peter uttered these words to the lame
man that sat begging at the beautiful gate of the
Temple, he and John did not have any money to
give him. However, they did not use their lack of

silver and gold as an excuse for just doing nothing. Unfortunately, many Christians feel that since
they are not able to do much, either for the poor or
for the church of the Lord, they end up just doing

♦

♦

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

nothing. This world would be a far different and
better place if all gave of such as they have. Let
us look at some of the things that we can give in
service to the Lord:
Time
One of the most valuable things that each of us
has is time. It is also something that each of us has
an equal amount of. We all have 24 hours each day
and seven days each week. If you have the idea
that you can spend all of your time, from morning
to night, in business, work, or even pleasure and
just give a little time on Sunday mornings to the
Lord, and that be pleasing to God, you are sadly
mistaken. Much can be accomplished in the helping of others and in the growth of the church of the
Lord if we will just put time into it. What is more
important that it will keep you away from the work
of the Lord?
Talents
There is not a one in the Lord’s kingdom that
does not have a talent, or talents that can be used
for the Lord for each of us has been given according to our several ability (Mat. 25:15). Those who

use their talents for the glory of God will find an
eternal reward, those who act as unprofitable servants will be cast into “outer darkness: there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 25:30).
A Godly Life
A more powerful influence for good cannot be
found than the example that is given by a godly
life (Tit. 2:11-12; 1 Pet. 1:15). Paul said, “Only let
your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ” (Phi. 1:27).
Worship
Oftentimes we look upon worship as a duty, but
it is more than a duty, or should be to the child of
God. Offering a sacrifice of praise and adoration to
God should be a high and holy privilege for every
Christian. We should, like David (Psa. 122:1), be
glad for opportunities to worship. This should be
equally true not only Sunday morning but whenever the church meets. May we give to our fellowman and to God such as we have.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

Is There a Connection?

A George Gallop poll revealed how uninformed
our citizenry is of the Bible.
♦♦ Less than 50% of adult Americans knew that
Genesis was the first book of the Bible.
♦♦ On an average, American teenagers can name
only about three or four of the Ten Commandments of the Old Testament.
♦♦ Over 75% of the adults asked were unable to
name a single prophet of the Old Testament.
♦♦ Only 34% among adults knew who preached
“the Sermon on the Mount.”
♦♦ Only 35% knew that the Roman Empire ruled
Palestine during the time of Jesus.
♦♦ Only three adults out of ten could name the four
accounts of the life of Christ.
In a typical day in this country:

♦♦ 2,556 babies are born to teenagers out of wedlock.
♦♦ Six teenagers commit suicide.
♦♦ 135,000 children bring guns to school.
♦♦ Forty children die from guns.
♦♦ 3,200 children run away from home.
♦♦ 211 are arrested for drug abuse.
♦♦ 437 are arrested for drinking while driving.
♦♦ 7,742 teenagers will become sexually active.
♦♦ 2,795 will become pregnant.
♦♦ 1,106 will have abortions.
Let us let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly
(Col. 3:16).
“Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might
not sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11).
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Ella Hammac
Al Flesher
Malcolm Wooton
Marge Williams
Marilyn Hall
Alice Williams
William Weekley
Bill & Iris Gallaher Lucille Staples
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital, room
230)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette Born’s
grandson; for more information: www.
caringbridge.org—in the site name type
Wyatt)

Reading/Invitation
January 30, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Bill Busch
February 6, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
February 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

Directory Correction

Please correct the zip code for Keith
and Elizabeth Totty to read: 32506. This
applies to both the large and pocket size
directories.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Man’s Greatest Concern
David Brown

The story is told of a preacher who preached
a very graphic and descriptive sermon on sin. After the sermon one “well meaning” and prominent
church member approached the preacher with the
following advice. The person said, “We don’t want
you to talk so plainly about sin, because if our children hear you talking so much about sin they will
more easily become sinners. Call it a mistake if you
will, but don’t speak so plainly about sin.”
Shortly thereafter the “well meaning” member
was visiting in the preacher’s home. The preacher
presented a bottle of strychnine marked “Poison”
to his visitor. Reminding the “well meaning” member of the earlier advice given to the preacher, the
preacher then said to his visitor: “I see now what
you meant in your recent advice. You want me to
change the label. But suppose I take off this label
marked ‘Poison’ and put on some mild label, such
as ‘Oil of Anise,’ can’t you see what happens?”
“The milder you make the label, the more

dangerous you make the poison.” Our Lord did
not place a “mild label” on sin. He made it clear
that sin is man’s greatest concern. It is the responsibility of the church (Gospel preachers in particular)
to make sin as real and abhorrent to people as possible if there is to be any hope of convicting anyone
of sin and thereby truly converting them to Christ.
First, we must realize that God is the only one
who can evaluate sin properly. Let us, therefore,
strive to see sin as God sees it.
Second, God defines sin to be “the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). Sin separates men
from God (Isa. 59:2; Col. 2:13). Hence, to die in sin
is to be lost eternally in a devil’s hell (Gal. 5:19-24;
Rev. 21:8; Mat. 25:41-46).
Third, one should notice how God moves people to come out of a life of sin. Jesus had more to
say about hell than anyone else we read of in the
Bible, and the reason why is that He does not want
anyone to go to that terrible place (Mat. 25; 2 The.

1:7-9; 2 Pet. 3:9-13; Rev. 22:17).
Is it not obvious that one of the ways to understand just how God views sin is to understand the
place that God has prepared for those who die in
sin? Do we try to get people to see the eternal consequences of their sinful lives (Rom. 2:3)?
God’s great love for sinful man is the other factor
that helps us see sin as God sees it (Rom. 2:4). “But
God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8;
John 3:16). To study in the Bible the loving, sinless life of Christ and to meditate on His agonizing
and shameful death is a great motivating factor for
man. In so doing, one realizes that Christ freely left
Heaven and the form of God to take upon Himself
the form of man whereby He allowed Himself to
be tempted as all men are tempted, yet without sin
(Phi. 2:5-8; Heb. 4:15). Surely, few people meditate on what God has done for them that they never
could do for themselves!
If the consequences of a devil’s hell for the sinner and the love of God to redeem sinful man will
not move one to turn to God in penitence and obedience to the Gospel, nothing else is available to
turn the sinner from his eternal appointment

with the fires of hell!
People who take the Lord’s name in vain, commit adultery, and other immoral acts, who lie, cheat,
gossip, steal, teach false doctrine, etc., are going to
burn in hell eternally. The unfaithful members of
the Lord’s church who have ceased to worship according to the Bible, who do not study the Bible,
who are covetous, who murmur and complain,
who are immoral, who repudiate Bible authority,
who are hypocrites, and who hate their brethren
who love and obey the truth will also suffer the torment of the raging fires of “the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death”
(Rev. 21:8; 2 Pet. 2:20-22). Assuredly, the elders
and preachers who see a lost world and sinful
members and do not try to confront boldly such
sinful people with God’s Truth, will occupy one
of the hotter and lower pits of hell.
If precious souls are to escape the horrors of hell,
we must do our part as Christians to get men to see
what sin is. Let us not mince words as we expose
sin. Neither let us forget to set forth the Christ who
is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).
25403 Lancewood; Spring, TX 77373

Indifference
Curtis L. E. Graves

In Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary, indifference is defined in part as “lack of
concern, interest, or feeling; apathy; lack of importance, meaning, or worth.” Of course there are
many reasons why a person may feel indifferent.
There are also many topics that a person may feel
indifferent about. Therefore, for the purpose of this
article, I want to concentrate on the subject of religion, and the indifference toward religion brought
on by the philosophy of pleasure.
There are those who feel that there is no existence after death. Therefore, their philosophy is to
do whatever they feel is pleasurable in this life be-

cause it really does not matter anyway. There are at
least two things wrong with this view. Number one,
it does not take into account the feelings or future
consequences our actions have on others. Second,
it does not take into account the fact that there is
life after death, and therefore the consequences of
our own future.
This philosophy, known as “Utilitarianism,” can
be traced back at least as far as Epicurus (342-270
b.c.). It is interesting then that Paul, in Acts 17:22-31,
gives us a defense of the faith against this “philosophy” in a sermon that he preached on Mar’s Hill in
Epicurus’ home town of Athens. Paul tells us that

there is a God (Acts 17:23-29), and there will be a
judgment where we will have to give an accounting of our life (Acts 17:30-31). That judgment is
just as sure to happen as the fact of the resurrection
of Jesus (Acts 17:31).
Therefore, the proper thing for mankind to do is

to repent and live a life in accordance with God’s
will instead of seeking a “philosophy of pleasure”
principle that will lead to destruction. Real pleasure
is found in serving God and not in the false pleasures of this world that will not last.
904 Kristen Lane; Paris, KY 40361

A Perfect Day
H. L. Gradowith

Let us now think of a sweet perfect day
And what it would take to make it that way
For me the issue’s not hard to explain
Just a day filled with joy and free from pain
A day which affords me all that I need
Time to spend with my loved ones, time to
read,
Time to tell others the grand old story

And bid them accept the Lord of Glory
Time to reflect on how things used to be
When I was a child, so pure and carefree
This day won’t cost money, not one red cent!
And for it one never needs to repent,
Such days as this will help us on toward
That perfect eternal day with the Lord!
Copied

New Testament Reading Plan
Michael Hatcher

I have been encouraging everyone to read the
ers which using the nine chapters a day does make
New Testament through each month this year.
an even time of reading each day. Here is one that
Reading nine chapters a day will finish in 29 days.
is broken down a little more evenly.
However, some chapters are much longer than othNew Testament Reading Plan in 30 days
Day 16 — Acts 13:14 - 20:12
Day 1 — Mat. 1:1 - 9:26
Day 17 — Acts 20:13 - 27:44
Day 2 — Mat. 9:27 - 15:39
Day 18 — Acts 28:1 - Rom. 8:39
Day 3 — Mat. 16:1 - 22:46
Day 19 — Rom. 9:1 - 1 Cor. 3:23
Day 4 — Mat. 23:1 - 27:56
Day 20 — 1 Cor. 4:1 - 14:25
Day 5 — Mat. 27:57 - Mark 6:44
Day 21 — 1 Cor. 14:26 - 2 Cor. 9:15
Day 6 — Mark 6:45 - 12:44
Day 22 — 2 Cor. 10:1 - Eph. 2:10
Day 7 — Mark 13:1 - Luke 2:7
Day 23 — Eph. 3:11 - Col .2:5
Day 8 — Luke 2:8 - 12:53
Day 24 — Col. 2:6 - 1 Tim. 4:16
Day 9 — Luke 12:54 - 19:48
Day 25 — 1 Tim. 5:1 - Heb. 4:13
Day 10 — Luke 20:1 - 24:53
Day 26 — Heb. 4:14 - Jam. 1:27
Day 11 — John 1:1 - 6:59
Day 12 — John 6:60 - 11:57
Day 27 — Jam. 2:1 - 1 John 2:14
Day 13 — John 12:1 - 19:15
Day 28 — 1 John 2:15 - Rev. 8:5
Day 29 — Rev. 8:6 - 22:21
Day 14 — John 19:16 - Acts 6:7
Day 15 — Acts 6:8 - 13:12
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Malcolm Wooton
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Lucille Staples
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette Born’s
grandson; for more information: www.
caringbridge.org—in the site name type
Wyatt)

Restored

Ray Pierce was restored to Christ on
January 27. Please keep Ray in your prayers
and offer him encouragement.

Reading/Invitation
February 6, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe
February 13, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Is Separation from Worldliness Too
Much for People? What Do You Think?
Johnny Oxendine
Recalling the scene in Genesis 4, where the first
recorded murder took place (Gen. 4:8), and the subsequent conversation between Cain and the Lord
regarding the difficulty of his punishment (4:13),
it makes one think of sin today. God has always
reminded His people that there is no acceptance for
sin, and that we must separate ourselves from it if
we are to be in fellowship with Him.
This idea of separation from sin is, however,
not new. Notice: “And Jehovah God said, Behold,
the man is become as one of us, to know good and
evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever—
therefore Jehovah God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was
taken” (Gen. 3:22-23). “And Cain went out from
the presence of Jehovah, and dwelt in the land of
Nod, on the east of Eden” (Gen. 4:16). “And Je-

hovah said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the ground” (Gen. 6:7). “So
Jehovah scattered them abroad from thence upon
the face of all the earth: and they left off building
the city. Therefore was the name of it called Babel;
because Jehovah did there confound the language
of all the earth: and from thence did Jehovah scatter
them abroad upon the face of all the earth” (Gen.
11:8-9). “Then Jehovah rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from Jehovah
out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and
all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities,
and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife
looked back from behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt” (Gen. 19:24-26).
“Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor
with their gods. They shall not dwell in thy land,
lest they make thee sin against me; for if thou serve

their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee” (Exo.
23:32-33). “Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a
covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither
thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee”
(Exo. 34:12). Many brethren have not learned this
lesson and continue to befriend and allow the influence of worldly people to dictate our actions.
In Ezra 8-10, we read concerning the return
of some Israelites to their native land: “O Jehovah, the God of Israel, thou art righteous; for we
are left a remnant that is escaped, as it is this day”
(9:15)—and Ezra confessed the sins of the nation—
“we are before thee in our guiltiness; for none can
stand before thee because of this.” But, the apostasy had not yet been corrected. The people were still
joined with their foreign wives. However, Ezra’s
example of prayer for the nation encouraged others to do something about the problem. Shecaniah,
a man of action, told Ezra: “Now therefore let us

Bellview Lectures
Preaching From
The Major Prophets
June 7-11, 2008
make a covenant with our God to put away all the
wives, and such as are born of them, according to
the counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble at
the commandment of our God; and let it be done
according to the law. Arise; for the matter belongeth
unto thee, and we are with thee: be of good courage, and do it” (10:3-4). That is the approach we
are to take—that of separation from sin’s deceits.
P.O. Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

“Walk Circumspectly..., Redeeming the Time”
Marvin L. Weir

Time is a precious commodity that will not last
forever in this world. Every living person is “running out of time” in this life. One day the time will
not exist for any decision to be made or any action
to be completed. “Do you have time?” is a question
often asked of our neighbors, friends, and relatives.
Yes, for those reading these words, you have time!
A sobering thought, however, is that tomorrow,
you may not have the time that you have at this
moment.
The words of Solomon remind us that there
is “A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted”
(Ecc. 3:2). There is also a time for one to obey the
Gospel (when of the age of accountability) and a
time to repent (when one has sinned). Obedience to
the Lord’s will must occur before time slips away
in this life. Between death and eternity, all would

obey the Gospel if there were time to do so!
Paul admonishes Christians at Ephesus in saying, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because
the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16—KJV). The same
verses in the ASV reads: “Look therefore carefully
how ye walk, not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”
Matthew Henry comments on these verses, saying:
Circumspect walking is the effect of true
wisdom, but the contrary is the effect of
folly. It follows, redeeming the time (v.
16), literally, buying the opportunity. It
is a metaphor taken from merchants and
traders who diligently observe and improve the seasons for merchandise and
trade. It is a great part of Christian wis-

dom to redeem the time. Good Christians
must be good husbands of their time, and
take care to improve it to the best of purposes, by watching against temptations,
by doing good while it is in the power
of their hands, and by filling it up with
proper employment—one special preservative from sin. They should make the
best use they can of the present seasons
of grace. Our time is a talent given us by
God for some good end, and it is misspent and lost when it is not employed
according to his design. If we have lost
our time heretofore, we must endeavour
to redeem it by doubling our diligence in
doing our duty for the future.
Adam Clarke says the following about these
verses:
Buying up those moments which others
seem to throw away; steadily improving
every present moment, that ye may, in
some measure, regain the time ye have
lost. Let time be your chief commodity;
deal in that alone; buy it all up, and use
every portion of it yourselves. Time is
that on which eternity depends; in time
ye are to get a preparation for the kingdom of God; if you get not this in time
your ruin is inevitable; therefore, buy up
the time.
Barnes offers these words on the verses we are
studying:
[See then that ye walk circumspectly]
Carefully, anxiously, solicitous lest you
fall into sin. The word rendered “circumspectly” - akriboos - means “diligently,”
and the idea here is, that they were to
take special pains to guard against the
temptations around them, and to live as
they ought to.
[Not as fools, but as wise] Not as the
people of this world live, indulging in

foolish pleasures and desires, but as
those who have been taught to understand heavenly wisdom, and who have
been made truly wise.
Barnes also observes that one redeems his time
who employs it:
(1) in gaining useful knowledge;
(2) in doing good to others;
(3) in employing it for the purpose of
an honest livelihood for themselves and
families;
(4) in prayer and self-examination to
make the heart better;
(5) in seeking salvation, and in endeavoring to do the will of God.
Barnes also notes there are evil influences...
allurements and vices that would waste time, and
from which we should endeavor to rescue it.
(1) in the allurements to pleasure and
amusement in every place, and especially
in cities;
(2) in the temptations to novel-reading,
consuming the precious hours of probation to no valuable purpose;
(3) in the temptations of ambition, most
of the time spent for which is wholly
thrown away, for few gain the prize, and
when gained, it is all a bauble, not worth
the effort;
(4) in dissipation—for who can estimate
the amount of valuable time that is worse
than thrown away in the places of revelry
and dissipation;
(5) in wild and visionary plans—temptations to which abound in all lands, and
pre-eminently in our own;
(6) and in luxurious indulgence in dressing, and eating, and drinking.
May we strive to redeem the time as we live in
this life!
815 42nd Street SW; Paris, TX 75460
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
Al Flesher
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Lucille Staples
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette Born’s
grandson; for more information: www.
caringbridge.org—in the site name type
Wyatt)

Reading/Invitation
February 13, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
February 20, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Worship Etiquette

Etiquette is defined as “the code of polite behavior in a society.” We are concerned with proper
etiquette at meal time and at weddings. We are
concerned with teaching our children the proper
etiquette on how to behave in certain situations. In
this article, I want to address the subject of worship
etiquette or the code of polite behavior in worship
and list some ideas that may help in that regard.
Be There
Hebrews 10:25 encourages us to “not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together.” Matthew
6:33 says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness.” It is only proper and polite
to be present at an event that we are expected to
attend. If we are seeking first the Kingdom of God
then this is certainly true of the worship services,
God expects us to be present and it would not be
proper etiquette to not be at this appointment.
Be On Time
We would not think of being late for an important dinner or feast given in our honor. We arrive

one or two hours early for a sporting event so we
can get a good seat and not miss any of the action. Yet, when it comes to our worship services
and Bible classes, it seems that some do not have
any regard for wanting to be on time. We would
never be late for work or have our children late for
school, yet, many times, we do not show the same
consideration for God when it comes to being on
time for worship.
Be Still, Reverent, and Respectful
Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am
God.” Habbakuk 2:20 tells us, “But the Lord is in
his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before
him.” “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). We
need to realize that our actions in the worship services effect those around us. Our children need to
be taught that they can stay in the auditorium for an
hour and that they can be relatively quiet and still

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

Our web site offers a vast amount of resources
for your personal edification. Past issues of
Beacon and Defender are available as well as
brother Ira Rice’s Basic Bible course. Videos of
lectureships and sermons can be viewed. Why
not check it out at: www.bellviewcoc.com.
for that amount of time. I remember when I was a
child that I learned at a very young age that when
I left the auditorium it was a very uncomfortable
situation because if I left I was in trouble and was
only leaving to meet the “rod of correction.” Most
all of us that are over 30 years old can remember
the time when people did not come and go during
the worship service. If a song was being sung, then
no one entered the auditorium until the song was
concluded so they would not be a distraction to
those worshiping. I know that there are things that

happen that are beyond our control and sometime
we may need to leave the auditorium, but this certainly should be the exception and not the rule. We
want to be respectful of God and of those leading
the worship service and of others that are worshiping. I still believe that God is most pleased when
our worship is a place of reverence and respect.
Be Patient
Most all of the time our services are very timely.
There are certain instances that may arise that call
for the service to be extended for some reason or
another. Many times we are too time-oriented, especially when it comes to our worship. Most likely
our worship would be more reverent and respectful
if we did not watch our clocks. Yes, we are all busy
and we all have others things to do—even on Sunday. But, we must not lose sight that Sunday is the
Lord’s Day, not the Lord’s hour.
Hopefully, these thoughts will help make our
worship better.
Author Unknown

Purposing and “Aforepromising”
William W. Anderson

It may be the case that some do not understand
the difference between “purposeth in his heart”
(2 Cor. 9:7) and the matter of “aforepromsing”
(2 Cor. 8:10-11; 9:5), that which has already been
decided (purposed) in his heart. In these passages
cited above, the apostle Paul draws this candid distinction—else the passages do not mean anything
to us! This expression, aforepromised bounty, has
reference to the fact that these people (our brethren) promised beforehand a certain gift!
The Jewish Christians may have done it after
the fashion of their ancestors as mentioned in Deuteronomy 23:23. The Scripture says, “That which
is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform;
even a freewill offering, according as thou hast
vowed unto the Lord thy God, which thou hast

promised with thy mouth.”
The fact remains that they openly made a commitment—whether by mouth or on paper. We find
the same principle in the New Testament! “Purposing” was done in the “heart” whereas the “aforepromise” was generally “known.”
Signing a purpose card does not mean:
1. That you will be expected to give anything
beyond your prosperity (2 Cor. 8:12).
2. That you will be expected to continue giving
your purposed amount if there is a decrease in your
income or the loss of a job.
3. That you will be “billed” or “assessed” for
your contribution if you become delinquent. You
are on your honor, dear Christian, to “complete the
doing” also (2 Cor. 8:11).

4. That you are prohibited from increasing your
contribution as your prosperity increases (raises,
COLAs, bonuses, overtime, or a higher paying
job) or as your love and understanding increase
concerning giving!
5. That this is any more denominational than:
sitting in pews because “they” do, using songbooks
because “they” do, or using electric lights because
“they” do.
We have a biblical principle for purposing; the
Bible is still our guide to furnish us “completely
unto every good work” (This is a matter of expediency and judgment.) Signing a purpose card does
mean:
1. That you are willing to honor that Bible principle of “aforepromising” (2 Cor. 9:2, 5)—that is,

what you have purposed in your heart (2 Cor. 9:7).
2. That you are, like the Corinthian Christians,
desirous of assisting in the work of the Lord by
declaring (aforepromising) your intent for the year
forthcoming (2 Cor. 8:10).
3. That you are cooperating with the leaders of
the congregation, who bear the burden (but joyfully so) of spending long hours in the planning of the
Lord’s work, and the other members of the congregation who also share in the financial challenges
before us (2 Cor. 6:1, 6).
4. That in you is “the readiness to will” (2 Cor.
8:11-12).
5. That you are making every effort to be found
faithful as a steward (1 Cor. 4:2).
Copied

Alcohol’s Disastrous Promise

I have some promises I’ll make to you,
If you will do what I want you to.
The more that you consume of me,
The more then will your losses be.
Here are the promises to you I make,
And I promise, the promises to never break:
I promise to take your money, your home,
And all you can get in the way of a loan.
I’ll take your character, your reputation, too;
Your good name, I’ll take from you.
Your friends I’ll take from you one day,
Your family from you I’ll turn away.
I’ll take your car, I’ll take your wealth
I’ll take your job, I’ll take your health.
I’ll take your watch, I’ll take your chain,
I’ll cause you to stay out in the rain.
I’ll take your credit, I’ll take your bail,
I’ll cause you to sleep in a dirty jail.
I’ll cause you regret, remorse, and pain,
I’ll cause your name to go down in shame.
I’ll bring you misery, I’ll bring you woe,
I’ll bring you trouble more than you know.
I’ll take your clothes and pawn them too;

The necessities of life, I’ll take from you.
I’ll take from you days, I’ll take from you
years;
I’ll double the flow of your bitter tears.
I’ll take your heart, give you one of stone;
I’ll cause you to walk through life alone.
I’ll take your desire to live aright.
Your light of day, I’ll turn to night.
I’ll cause you to dishonor your mother and
dad,
I’ll take all the pleasure you could have.
I’ll turn your love for your friends to hate,
Your desire to repent will come too late.
Your road to despair for you I will pave;
I’ll cause you to fill a premature grave.
I’ll put you in an institution for the insane, and
normal thinking I’ll not let you gain.
I’ll cause you to murder your best friend,
I’ll trouble your mind to the very end.
I’ll bring you contention, I’ll bring you
strife;
I’ll finish with you by taking your life!
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Malcolm Wooton
Elaine Maxey
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley
Marge Williams
Lucille Staples
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette Born’s
grandson; for more information: www.
caringbridge.org—in the site name type
Wyatt)

Reading/Invitation
February 20, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee
February 27, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Cary Parks

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 9, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

“Relationship, Not Religion”
Dub McClish

Some time ago a denomination in Dallas, Texas, advertised its aim as “relationship, not religion.”
When I read it , I thought, “At last, truth in advertising!” Actually, most of the religious groups that
claim to be Christian have been placing “relationship” ahead of “religion” all along, but seldom do
they advertise it. In fact, some of them may not
even recognize that they are doing so.
What does their slogan mean? I infer that it
means that their principal aim is to encourage
good human relations. The slogan implies that the
church members are free to believe and practice
whatever pleases them in religion and to behave
about any way they choose in their daily lives—
as long as they maintain good “relationships” in so
doing. A further implication is that they will not be
“burdened” with any dogma, doctrine, or requisite
practices (especially if they are taught in the Bible,
no doubt).

This version of “Christianity” is one of the many
sorry ends of the old slogan: “It makes no difference what you believe, as long as you’re sincere.”
If “relationship” supersedes religion, one may keep
his third wife who has had four husbands as long
as the two presently have a “good relationship.” In
this creed it matters little what one believes about
the Creation, baptism, the way God has directed
men to worship Him, or the verbal inspiration of
the Bible. Such are irrelevant as long as one knows
how to “get along” with others.
The greater tragedy is that some congregations
that wear the name, “Church of Christ,” have adopted just such an emphasis. Some congregations
now boast of being havens for those involved in
adulterous marriages. If these groups were honest, they would no longer use Church of Christ
on their signs. We are beginning to see integrity in
this regard in some. Max Lucado renamed his Oak

Hills Church of Christ in San Antonio “Oak Hills
Church” in 2003. Some of us have for years begged
the elders of the North Richland Hills “Church of
Christ” near Fort Worth to take this step. It is at
least approaching honesty in this regard. Its marquee read on one occasion: “If you are looking for
an independent community church, call .”
To no one’s surprise, NRH recently announced
it would begin conducting a service on Saturday
nights which will feature instrumental music and
the “Lord’s supper.” Those apostates who are zealous to lead the church into fellowship with the
denominations consistently soft-pedal doctrine in
favor of an “irenic (peaceful) spirit” toward and
relationship with men.

No one can deny the importance of correct relationships. However, even a neophyte in Bible
teaching cannot miss its primary emphasis on the
right relationship with God. It is not possible to
be rightly related to one’s fellow man if he is not
rightly related to God. The correct order is always
peace with God, then peace with man (Mat. 10:37;
Luke 12:51-53; Acts 5:29; et al.). There is no peace
with God without respect for the authority of His
Son (Mat. 17:5; Heb. 1:1-2; 5:9; et al.). Only when
one has the right religion (as defined by the New
Testament) will he have the right relationship
with both God and men.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Put it in Writing!
Douglas Hoff

It used to be that a person’s word was considered his bond. That is, if a man promised to do
something, he felt bound to keep his word. It was
not unusual for business deals to be concluded with
a handshake. And, generally, both parties did what
they said they would. Of course, this is exactly
what the Bible says people ought to do.
Consider a few passages that teach this. The
psalmist asked the question: “who may dwell
in Your holy hill?” (Psa. 15:1). Among the ones
named is “He who swears to his own hurt and does
not change” (Psa. 15:4). Sometimes keeping our
word means we may have to endure some suffering. Whatever Jephthah’s foolish vow regarding
his daughter involved, he kept it (Jud. 11:30-40).
He said, “I have given my word to the Lord, and
I cannot go back on it.” (Jud. 11:35). Our Lord
taught: “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’
‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the
evil one” (Mat. 5:37). James reminded early Christians by writing words very similar to those Jesus
uttered. He recorded: “But above all, my breth-

ren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or
with any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,”
and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment
[condemnation—KJV]” (Jam. 5:12). God is not
pleased if we try to evade the responsibilities we
bind ourselves with our words.
Sadly, some (perhaps many) people are unwilling to do what they say. They may lightly make a
promise but fail to keep it. They treat their words
as non-binding. Others may say one thing and later
change their minds. However, this does not relieve
them of their initial obligation. Worse yet, scoundrels will promise a thing simply trying to gain another’s confidence. These wicked souls use binding words merely to gain their desires but rarely or
never intend to follow through. As a group, politicians and used car salesmen have the well-deserved
reputation for this practice.
When such dishonesty and unwillingness to
live up to one’s obligations proliferate, it becomes
hard to trust a verbal promise. No longer would a
handshake seal a deal. Now people demand that

the terms be put in writing. This may give a false
sense of security though. If a person is unwilling to
keep his word, what assurance is there in having
the promise written down? Sure, there is always
recourse to law and the courts. It is indeed sad that
it is has come to this in many situations both large
and small. When people must be threatened with
fines or imprisonment to get them to do what they
said, it makes life less pleasant to say the least.
Now, to be fair, there are some valid reasons for
putting terms in writing. First, humans tend to be
forgetful (2 Pet. 1:12-15). Relying on memory can
lead to disputes. If the agreement was committed
to writing this obstacle is removed. Also, once it is
written down, it can be reviewed to refresh one’s
memory. This allows it to be counted as more authoritative than a verbal agreement. Nowadays it
seems like everyday life is inundated with written
agreements between various parties—especially

now that computers are such an integral part of life.
Those who use computers are subjected to End
User License Agreements (EULA) governing the
use of software. Those who like to use on-line services may find they have to accept the Terms of
Service (TOS). These documents exist for a purpose. They help protect the rights of those who invested time and money in a product or service.
God always keeps His Word. He cannot lie (Tit.
1:2; Heb. 6:18). He is faithful (Deu. 7:9; Hos. 11:12;
1 Cor. 1:9; 10:13; 2 Cor. 1:18; 1 Pet. 4:19; Rev.
3:14). We can trust Him in all He has said. In Him
all promises are Yes (2 Cor. 1:18-20). Even though
He could have given us His Word in verbal form,
and that would have been sufficient, He knows that
man needs something in writing to find assurance
of the things which have been promised. The Word
of the Lord endures forever (1 Pet. 1:25)!
24735 Huron River Dr; Rockwood, MI 48173

Gossip

“For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not
find you such as I would, and that I shall
be found unto you such as ye would not:
lest there be debates, envyings, wraths,
strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults” (2 Cor. 12:20).
I call it “character assassination.” It usually
grows from a “mole-hill” into a “mountain.” It
frequently evolves into lying. It causes multiplied
heartache and hard feelings. It is so unnecessary.
Bobby Dockery penned the following:
My Name Is Gossip
My name is Gossip. I have no respect for justice. I maim without killing. I break hearts and ruin
lives...
I am cunning and malicious and gather strength
with age. The more I am quoted, the more I am
believed...
I flourish at every level of society. My vic-

tims are helpless. They cannot protect themselves
against me because I have no name and no face...
To track me down is impossible. The harder
you try the more elusive I become. I am nobody’s
friend...
I topple governments and wreck marriages...I
ruin careers, cause sleepless nights, heartaches,
tears, fears, and indigestion...
I spawn suspicion and generate grief I make innocent people cry in their lows.
Even my name hisses...Gossip!
I am called Gossip, Office Gossip, Shop Gossip,
Party Gossip. I make headlines and headaches...
Before you repeat a story, ask yourself: Is it true? Is
it fair? Is it necessary?
Gossip—Think twice before you participate—
or better still, do not!!
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Malcolm Wooton
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Lucille Staples
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Thomas Hammac (Ella Hammac’s son)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette
Born’s grandson; for more infor
mation: www.caringbridge.org—in the
site name type Wyatt)
Virginia Diamond (Hospice care, Dallas
Diamond’s sister-in-law)

Reading/Invitation
February 27, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Cary Parks
March 5, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
February 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 9, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

The King’s Task
Ken Chumbley

God knew that Israel would want a king to be
like the nations round about them. Thus, we see
that God, through Moses, gave instructions that the
king must follow. Note what Moses said, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit:
When thou art come unto the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt
possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and
shalt say, I will set a king over me, like
as all the nations that are about me; Thou
shalt in any wise set him king over thee,
whom the Lord thy God shall choose:
one from among thy brethren shalt thou
set king over thee: thou mayest not set
a stranger over thee, which is not thy
brother. But he shall not multiply horses
to himself, nor cause the people to return
to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch as the Lord hath
said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return

no more that way. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn
not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. And it
shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne
of his kingdom, that he shall write him
a copy of this law in a book out of that
which is before the priests the Levites:
And it shall be with him, and he shall
read therein all the days of his life: that
he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to
keep all the words of this law and these
statutes, to do them: That his heart be not
lifted up above his brethren, and that he
turn not aside from the commandment, to
the right hand, or to the left: to the end
that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of
Israel (Deu. 17:14-20).
Note that the king was to make a copy of the

Law (17:18). Why would God command that the
king write out a copy of the Law for himself using the copy that was before the priests and Levites? The task of making copies of the Law was
normally the work of the scribes, yet God wanted
the king to make his own copy. Why could the king
not have had a scribe to copy the Law? Why could
God have not simply said that the king could read
the Law? After all, such a task would have been
very time consuming for the king particularly given his other responsibilities. Educators tell us that
one learns more by writing than simply by reading.
Clearly, God wanted the kings of Israel to know
His law in order that they might rule in harmony
with God’s will. Given the failure of so many of
the kings, could it be that they failed to carry out

this responsibility—and that because of that failure
they ruled contrary to God’s will and thus led their
subjects away from God? Maybe the history of
Israel would have been different had they had the
right kind of leadership that knew God’s Law.
Is there not a lesson in this for leaders in the
Lord’s church? Indeed, is there not a lesson in this
for all Christians? There is no law in the New Testament commanding the leaders of God’s people
today, or for God’s people today to write out the
law. However, could it be that the more of God’s
law for today (the New Testament) that we personally write out the more we would be obedient to
God’s will? It is worth considering.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

Learning How to Hate
Paul Vaughn

Hate is one of those words, when exhibited in
the heart, speak volumes about a person’s character. Those who are burdened with hatred for
fellow-man are blinded by ignorance that breeds
wickedness. When one hates a person, it implies
looking down with contempt at someone. It suggests an attitude of abhorrence and repugnance.
Yet, God condemns the hatred of fellowman, one
cannot love God and hate his brother. It is written,
“If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he
has not seen?” (1 John 4:20—NKJV). Jesus taught
that we should love and pray for those who hate us.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Mat.
5:43-44).
Jesus taught all men not to hate, not to hold

animosity or hostility toward anyone. But, there
are some things that men must learn to hate. We
must learn to hate those things that God hates. One
should not love things which God abhors.
God hates sin! “These six things the Lord hates,
Yes, seven are an abomination to Him:Aproud look,
A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A
heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift
in running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies,
And one who sows discord among brethren” (Pro.
6:16-19). All who fear God will hate sin. “The fear
of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and
the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate” (Pro.
8:13). Sin is a cancer on society, a rottenness to any
people that will destroy any nation.
Today, that which is abhorred by God is paraded in our nation as good. Sexual immorality is accepted as the norm, lying is absorbed into the fiber
of young and old alike. It has come to the point that
those who stand against sin are portrayed as unloving, cold-hearted, and uncaring. The greatness of

the United States of America is tarnished by sin. We
have become a people “who sees no evil, speaks no
evil, and hears no evil.” Yet, the cancer of sin is eating away at our homes, our morals, our nation. As
a people, we are doomed unless we learn to hate sin
as God hates sin.

Let us all seek wisdom from God’s Word to
light our path out of the darkness of sin. It begins
with each of us desiring to please God, for if one
seeks to please the Lord, he will learn to hate sin!
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Our Weakness Towards Our Children

Our weakness in the area of our children is making our children weak! Many parents today seemingly throw up their hands in exasperation and feel
as if they can do precious little to impact and influence their children’s demeanor, decisions, and
direction. God allows parents to stand in an instrumental place in the shaping of these children while
they are young, inexperienced, and immature.
Consider, if you would, a few similarities between Eli and Samuel. Both of them loved and delighted in the service of God. Both of them were
judges over Israel during a dark time in the nation’s
history. Both of them failed to exercise good judgment and proper authority as a parent over their
children, and both experienced sorrow and heartache as a result of the disgraceful behavior the their
two sons. Perhaps the blunder of both men can be
seen in the mistake of Eli. First Samuel 3:13 says,
“his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained
them not.”
Successful child rearing demands that parents
stress the need for obedience to God (Gen. 18:19).
Successful child rearing demands that children receive instructions on how to show proper respect
towards their parents (Eph. 6:1-4; Deu. 21:20).
Successful child rearing demands stern and decisive remedies for misconduct (Pro. 13:24; 22:15;
23:13-14). Successful child rearing demands that
parents impose certain restraints upon the lives
of their children (1 Sam. 3:13). It may come as a
shock to many parents of this age, but Eli failed
because he failed to just say no!
Parents today remark, “Growing up my folks

never let me miss church for anything!” But these
same parents let their children miss worship and Bible study services for sporting events, school functions, music concerts, or even a few extra hours of
sleep because they overdid it the night before. Our
parents just said no: do we?
Parents today remark, “Growing up, my folks
never allowed me to miss an evening meal.” But,
these same parents allow their children to live such
hectic, fast-paced lives that families seldom ever
eat a meal together. Our parents just said no: do
we?
Parents today remark, “Growing up, my parents
never let me do one rebellious act without taking me
out to the woodshed and giving me a good spanking.” But these same parents are the ones who go to
Wal-Mart and while their children trash the store,
they wring their hands and ask, “What am I to do
with little Johnny! He is so rowdy! He will not do
anything I ask him to. Next time, I will just have
to hire a baby sitter and leave him at home.” Our
parents just said no and meant it: do we?
Our young people need God’s instruction. Our
young people need to be taught to respect the authority of parents. Our young people need to show
honor and admiration for their mom and dad. Our
young people need the love and discipline that parents are instructed to provide. Our young people
need to hear an occasional “No!”
May God help us that we do not let our weakness in the area of our children make our children
weak.
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Malcolm Wooton
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Lucille Staples
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry and Paulette
Born’s grandson; for more infor
mation: www.caringbridge.org—in the
site name type Wyatt)
Virginia Diamond (Hospice care, Dallas
Diamond’s sister-in-law)

Restored/Placed Membership

Lanette Williams was restored to Christ
on February 24. She has also placed membership with the Bellview congregation.
Her address is 10085 North Loop Road,
Lot 5; Pensacola, FL 32507. The telephone
number is 492-2327. Please keep Lanette
in your prayers and offer encouragement.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Reading/Invitation
March 5, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce
March 12, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 9, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Is it Ever Proper to Say “O My God!”?
(What About OMG!)
Douglas Hoff
In this world it is common to hear people utter
the three words “O my God!” Anyone who is biblically literate realizes man is not to take the name of
the Lord in vain (Exo. 20:7). Even the New Testament shows man ought to hold the name of God in
reverence: “Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and
glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For
all nations shall come and worship before You,
For Your judgments have been manifested” (Rev
15:4—NKJV). The name of God and His doctrine
is not to be blasphemed (1 Tim. 6:1).
When people use those three words as a flippant
interjection they are guilty of taking God’s name
in vain. The same is equally true for the use of Jesus’ name. However, the question could rightly be
asked, “Is it ever proper to say ‘O my God!’?” This
short expression is found twenty-one times in the

Old Testament and not one is irreverent. Consider
a few examples:
Arise, O Lord; Save me, O my God! For You
have struck all my enemies on the cheekbone; You
have broken the teeth of the ungodly (Psa. 3:7).
O my God, I trust in You; Let me not be
ashamed; Let not my enemies triumph over me
(Psa. 25:2).
I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your
law is within my heart (Psa. 40:8).
Clearly then, there were occasions where it
was appropriate to use the phrase: “O my God.”
Why was it allowable? Because it was uttered in
a respectful manner. In the first two verses listed,
David was praying for God’s help, not mindlessly
mouthing amazement. In the third verse, David is
correctly employing his tongue to praise his God.

Though the Bible obviously approves of the pious use of the expression, it is likely many Christians would feel uncomfortable saying it. Since
the phrase has been so abused by the ungodly it
has come to have a negative connotation. If a nonChristian heard a Christian say, “O my God!” he
would probably assume the man was acting in a
worldly way. The non-Christian might be correct
in his assessment. Then again he might be guilty of
wrongly judging the other fellow’s heart and intentions. Because of situations like this wisdom would
suggest we avoid using such language today.
Christians need to be on guard against using language that is unbecoming of a follower of
Christ. All our actions ought to be worthy of the
name of our Lord (Phi. 1:27; Eph. 5:3). As such,
our speech should always be above reproach in all
ways (Tit. 2:8).

One trap some disciples have fallen into is the
use of euphemisms. Webster’s defines euphemism
thus: “the substitution of a mild, indirect, or vague
expression for one thought to be offensive, harsh,
or blunt... the expression so substituted: ‘To pass
away’ is a euphemism for ‘to die.’”
The prevalence of Internet chat and text messaging has led to the use of many abbreviations to
save time as well as space on the small displays of
cell phones. One common exclamation is OMG!
This is obviously an abbreviation of “O my God!”
Some may object saying it really stands for “Oh
my gosh!” Well, that is really no better since it is
nothing but a euphemism for “O my God!”
As Christians let us keep our speech pure and
free from euphemisms like OMG! (Jam. 3:10).
24735 Huron River Dr; Rockwood, MI 48173

It’s a Strange World!
Marvin Weir

I am sure that the above article title is absolutely
true! Doubt it? Then read the AP wire story under the headline: “Jail Sentence for Killing Wife’s
Pets,” that was dated Friday, April 14, 2000. WEST
BEND, Wis. (AP)—A man who killed eight of his
wife’s pets to punish her for having an abortion
was sentenced to seven months in jail. Leonard J.
Kritz, 22, stabbed or cut the heads off his wife’s
pets—including birds, snakes and a chinchilla—in
April 1999, saying it was necessary to teach her a
lesson about the importance of life. He pleaded no
contest to reduced charges of three misdemeanor
counts of cruelty to animals. Washington County
Circuit Judge Leo Schlaefer said Thursday he was
not sure the defendant’s actions were in response
to the abortion. “Regardless of the philosophical or
religious position one takes on abortion, there’s absolutely no reason to be violent,” Schlaefer said....
Kritz, who called the killings a mistake, is sched-

uled to begin his sentence June 12, after the birth of
a child the couple is now expecting.
Before anyone gets the wrong idea let me say up
front that I am in no way advocating the senseless
slaughter and torturing of animals. No one should
deliberately try to torment any of God’s creatures
for sport or to prove a point. But there are some
questions that beg to be asked here.
Where is the doctor who performed the abortion? Was he dragged before the bar of justice for
tormenting a human life? Was he given a jail sentence for “getting violent?” We all know the answer.
He/She was likely working that day, grinding
out more murder, pocketing more blood money,
enjoying the good life at the expense of unborn babies, euphemistically called “fetuses.” He/She is a
respected part of the community.
Where were the owners of the abortion clinic

where Mrs. Kritz had her abortion? Were they before the bar of justice, answering for their blood
stained hands? Were they answering for participating in genocide, every bit as horrible as the Nazi
genocide of the 1930s and 40s? We all know the
answer.
They were collecting thousands from women
like Mrs. Kritz, who had been deluded into believing the lie that the child she was carrying was just
a piece of tissue which she was free to cut loose
instead of a human life.
What about the judge in this case? He likened
Mrs. Kritz’ abortion to a “philosophical or religious
position” and turned around and put Mr. Kritz in
jail for seven months. Who stood as an advocate
before justice for the unborn child? Why would a

judge equate murder to a philosophical or religious
position? Strange indeed!
Seven months in jail for killing birds and snakes
and honors and money for those responsible for the
killing of unborn children! A strange world indeed!
What is wrong with our country? It is later than we
think when people are sent to jail for killing snakes
and rewarded for killing babies. We, both individually and as a nation, need to repent of our sins and
turn back to God. “And rend your heart, and not
your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God:
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil”
(Joel 2:13).
815 42nd Street SW; Paris, TX 75460

Bellview Lectures

The Thirty-third Annual Bellview Lectures,
Preaching From The Major Prophets, will be
held June 7-11, 2008. Thirty men will be speaking: “Introduction to the Prophets”–Gary Summers, “The Man: Isaiah”–Gene Hill, “A View Toward Pentecost”–Harrell Davidson, “The Virgin
Birth”–Daniel Denham, “Strength from the Lord”–
Sherman Offord, “The Suffering Christ”–Danny
Douglas, “The Good News of Salvation”–Loy
Hardesty, “The New Name”–Michael Hatcher,
“The Man: Jeremiah”–Tim Cozad, God’s Commission to Jeremiah”–Dub McClish, “Broken
Cisterns”–Tim Smith, “Peace When There Is No
Peace”–David Brown, “Inability to Blush”–Dennis “Skip” Francis, “Ask for the Old Paths”–David
Hartbarger, “Perpetual Backsliding”–Lester Kamp,
“Jeremiah’s Gethsemane”–Darrell Broking, “Jehoiakim’s Penknife”–Dub Mowery, “The Man:
Ezekiel”–Dave Watson, “Will They Know There
Is a Prophet”–John West, “The Glory of the Lord in
Chebar”–Geoff Litke, The False Prophets”–Lynn
Parker, “God’s Watchmen”–Bruce Stulting, “Turn

and Live”–Lee Moses, “The Man: Daniel”–Jess
Whitlock, “Nonconformity”–Brad Green, “Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream”–Ken Chumbley, “If...But...
Will”–Roelf Ruffner, “God Rules”–Stacey Grant,
and “The Writing on the Wall”–Wayne Blake.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview
Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations
now. Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) offers the following price (tax
not included) $55–1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850-476-7200. When calling for
reservations be sure to tell them you will be attending the Bellview Lectures.
Pensacola is a great place to take your summer
vacation and at the same time attend the Bellview
Lectures. For further information please contact
the office by phone, mail, or at our e-mail address
(bellviewcoc@gmail.com). Check out our web site
listed below for more information. We hope to see
you in June.
(http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php)
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Al Flesher
Marge Williams
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Malcolm Wooton

Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert

Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Dallas and Karen Diamond in the death
of his sister-in-law, Virginia Diamond, on
February 26. Please keep the Diamond
family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
March 12, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
March 19, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 9, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 26, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Defence by Flight
G. K. Wallace

Dunkirk now stands for victory in defeat. By
retreating, Churchill was able to save the British
Empire. It is not necessarily a mark of cowardice
to flee. The wise general in the army calls it retreat.
When Paul wrote to Timothy, he said: “But thou,
O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness” (1 Tim. 6:11). There can be no safety
from some sins except in flight. Youthful lusts are
not to be wrestled with but fled from. Peter was
weak when he was unafraid. When Jesus told His
apostles, “it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad....
Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men
shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never
be offended” (Mat. 26:31-34). The apostle Paul
was a brave man, but he knew when it was time to
run away. “And after that many days were fulfilled,
the Jews took counsel to kill him: But their laying

await was known of Saul. And they watched the
gates day and night to kill him. Then the disciples
took him by night, and let him down by the wall in
a basket” (Acts 9:23-25).
A man will not flee if he is not afraid. There
must be an apprehension of danger or there will be
no flight. Oftentimes people perish because they
have no sense of danger. Destruction is inevitable
if we have no fear of what lies ahead. Jesus repeatedly raised the red flag by saying: “Take heed.”
Paul carefully pointed out the works of the flesh
and the consequences thereof in Galatians 6. In the
Colossian letter, chapter three, Paul said, “Put to
death [or crucify] therefore your members which
are upon the earth” (v. 5). Paul further warns by
saying “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).
It is not a mean motive to escape through fear.
Fear sometimes is admirable prudence. Noah

“moved with godly fear, prepared an ark” (Heb.
11:7). We are slow to perceive some dangers. Dangers connected with what men call sweet sin are
most destructive. A sin that is born of a boastful
mind or which is countenanced by the example
of others is very dangerous. The most dangerous
and poisonous serpents in our land are less likely to
be seen. In fleeing, we are simply moving toward
God—our strength for protection. Let us flee unto

God and like David who said, “O God; Attend unto
my prayer. From the end of the earth will I call unto
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: Lead me to
the rock that is higher than I. For thou hast been
a refuge for me, A strong tower from the enemy.
I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever: I will take
refuge in the covert of thy wings” (Psa. 61:1-4).
Deceased

Like Leaven
Frank L. Cox

“Another parable spake he unto them; The
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till
the whole was leavened” (Mat. 13:33).
Jesus and the disciples were on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee. He had spoken unto them the
parable of the sower, of the tares, and of the mustard seed. Now, he speaks the little parable of the
leaven.
“It is the property of leaven,” says J. W McGarvey, “that it quietly but certainly diffuses itself
through the mass in which it is placed. The kingdom of heaven is like that, in that it spreads itself in
like manner through human society. This parable is
also prophetic and its fulfillment is constantly going on. The reason why three measures of meal are
supposed, rather than any other number, is doubtless because this was the quantity that the women
usually made up for one baking and the reason why
a woman rather than a man is mentioned is because

it was the business of the women to make bread.
1. The Master had said that a good life is like
salt, i.e., a conservative influence (Mat. 5:13). His
very presence in a community helps to preserve all
that is good and wholesome in that community. By
him the tendency to moral decay is arrested. How
important it is for a wholesome person to remain
wholesome!
2. He had said that a good life is like light, i.e.,
an aggressive influence (Mat. 5:14-16). From his
personality, goodness, and intelligence emanate.
He is a great worker for God, and his works are
light. Since light is such a powerful thing, it should
not be concealed.
3. And now he teaches that a good life is like
leaven, i.e., a silent, an unseen, an irresistible influence that slowly but surely permeates the sum of
society. By his speech and manner of life the Christian purifies and ennobles the people around him.
Deceased

Modernism
Curtis L. E. Graves

Despite the popularity of the Bible and despite
the good that has been accomplished by it, there
are still those who would like to deny it, either all

together or at least in part. Some want to do away
with the virgin birth of Christ. Some want to do
away with the miracles of the Bible. Some want

to do away with certain commands, which they do
not like. Some want to do away with commands all
together. Some do not want to believe that the Bible
is an inspired book—a book from God. However,
let us take a look at what the Bible claims for itself.
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto
all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). “For we have
not followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
his majesty. For he received from God the Father
honour and glory, when there came such a voice to

him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice
which came from heaven we heard, when we were
with him in the holy mount. We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:16-21). Modernism does
not like these claims but yet they are true!
106 N John Street; Teutopolis, IL 62467

Bellview Lectures;

The Thirty-third Annual Bellview Lectures, Preaching From The Major Prophets, will be held
June 7-11, 2008. Twenty-nine men will be speaking: “The Man: Isaiah”–Gene Hill, “A View Toward
Pentecost”–Harrell Davidson, “The Virgin Birth”–Daniel Denham, “Strength from the Lord”–Sherman
Offord, “The Suffering Christ”–Danny Douglas, “The Good News of Salvation”–Loy Hardesty, “The
New Name”–Michael Hatcher, “The Man: Jeremiah”–Tim Cozad, God’s Commission to Jeremiah”–
Dub McClish, “Broken Cisterns”–Tim Smith, “Peace When There Is No Peace”–David Brown, “Inability to Blush”–Dennis “Skip” Francis, “Ask for the Old Paths”–David Hartbarger, “Perpetual
Backsliding”–Lester Kamp, “Jeremiah’s Gethsemane”–Darrell Broking, “The New Covenant”–Paul
Vaughn, “Jehoiakim’s Penknife”–Dub Mowery, “The Man: Ezekiel”–Dave Watson, “Will They Know
There Is a Prophet”–John West, “The Glory of the Lord in Chebar”–Geoff Litke, The False Prophets”–
Lynn Parker, “God’s Watchmen”–Bruce Stulting, “Turn and Live”–Lee Moses, “The Man: Daniel”–
Jess Whitlock, “Nonconformity”–Brad Green, “Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream”–Ken Chumbley, “If...But...
Will”–Roelf Ruffner, “God Rules”–Stacey Grant, and “The Writing on the Wall”–Wayne Blake. The
following topic will appear in the lectureship book “Introduction to the Prophets”–Gary Summers.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations now.
Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) offers the following price (tax not included)
$55–1 to 2 people per room. Their phone number is 850-476-7200. When calling for reservations be sure
to tell them you will be attending the Bellview Lectures.
Pensacola is a great place to take your summer vacation and at the same time attend the Bellview
Lectures. For further information please contact the office by phone, mail, or at our e-mail address (bellviewcoc@gmail.com). Check out our web site listed below for more information. We hope to see you
in June.
(http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php)

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Ray Dodd
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Lucille Staples
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Thelma Kelly (Lucille Staples sister)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend

Restored

Terri Myrick was restored to Christ
on March 9. Please keep Terri in your
prayers.

Reading/Invitation
March 19, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe
March 26, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
March 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
March 26, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 31, 2008
Visitation Groups Get-together at
6:00 pm, in the general purpose
building.
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Good Worship Manners
Dub McClish

The God we worship in our assemblies is not a
God of confusion, but One who wants everything
done decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:33, 40). Perhaps with a little more consideration for this principle, for others, and for our own behavior, we can
improve our “worship manners,” for example:
1. Arrive a few minutes before time to begin
(Bible class or worship). Unexpected occurrences
can cause anyone to be late occasionally, but some
are consistently late for a very simple reason: They
wait too late to start getting ready. Anyone can
overcome consistent tardiness if he or she makes
an effort. Late arrivers always cause some distraction.
2. If you arrive late, wait until there is a pause
between activities to enter (i.e., between songs or
between a prayer and a song, etc.). If the class or
sermon is underway, enter and take a seat as unobtrusively as possible.
3. Watch and follow the song leader. It frus-

trates the song leader and distracts other worshipers when one or more singers drag a word or two
behind the leader. With a little attention to this matter, our combined voices can be one voice of nondistracting praise.
4. If you have a baby and it begins to cry,
take it from the auditorium. I would never knowingly say or do anything to discourage parents of
little ones from bringing their babies to worship
at the earliest possible age. I deeply admire and
encourage those who do. However, when an innocent babe (or a toddler who is old enough to be
disciplined) starts to scream, it should be taken out
promptly, thus keeping disturbance of the assembly to the minimum. [Return as soon as possible
also, MH]
5. Do not leave before the closing prayer unless it is unavoidable. Also, do not let your children parade in and out unless it is necessary. Be
sure they take care of their water and rest room

33 Annual
Bellview Lectures
rd

Preaching From the
Major Prophets
June 7 - 11, 2008
needs before Bible class or worship begins, and
help them understand that they will leave the assembly only for an emergency or for correction of
misbehavior. Every person who leaves during any
part of the worship distracts others.
6. Read appropriate Scriptures during the
Lord’s supper (e.g., Mat. 26:26-27:28; 1 Cor.
11:23-29; Isa. 53) if your mind tends to wander.

Prepare your contribution check or cash before
you come to worship, rather than doing this during
the Lord’s supper—a distraction both to you and
to others.
7. Stay awake. Some are on medications that
cause drowsiness, but for most of us, retiring at a
reasonable hour Saturday night will help. Besides
bringing your Bible, some find it helpful to bring
paper and pen and to take notes on the class or sermon, besides following the study in the Scriptures.
8. Sincerely sing the invitation song and refrain from distracting behavior during its singing
(e.g., talking, putting on your coat, etc.).
9. Put your cell phone in “vibrator” mode,
or turn it off. Those who have received a call or
have heard others receive calls on “live” phones
during worship know how completely distracting
(and embarrassing) this is.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Thought for Today
Jimmie Gribble

“For from you sounded out the word of the
Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also
in every place your faith to God-ward is spread
abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. For
they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God; And
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come” (1 The. 1:8-10).
We are not a people that like to wait. We jokingly request patience, and we want patience now.
One of the old phrases used in the Army was: “Hurry up and wait.” One exit that I use just about every
day demonstrates that people do not like to wait.
Around 4:00 p.m. and later, a line forms to exit
I-64, reaching even to cars remaining in one lane
on I-64. Several people do not like to wait, so they
go as far as they can and then cut in, even honking

at those already in line for not letting them in.
The apostle Paul wrote of the Thessalonians
that they “wait” for Jesus to come from heaven.
The word wait means, “to wait for one (German:
erharren, or rather heranharren—i. e., to await
one whose coming is known or foreseen), with
the added notion of patience and trust” (Thayer
Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database, 2003). And,
“to remain, wait. To wait for, await, expect” (The
Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament,
1992, Revised Edition, 1993).
The coming of Jesus is known. Jesus taught His
disciples about His coming. Jesus said, “Let not
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”

(John 14:1-3). When Jesus ascended into heaven,
the apostles were told of Jesus coming again. Luke
recorded the words of the two men in white apparel: “Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven”
(Acts 1:11).
We know that Jesus is coming again. The apostle Paul wrote of His coming. One particular place
Paul wrote: “For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him. For this we say unto you
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Wherefore comfort one another with these words”
(1 The. 4:14-18).
We, too, are to wait for Jesus. But, one might
ask: “How long do we have to wait?” Our Lord,
while here on earth, said: “But of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven,
but my Father only” (Mat. 24:36). We know He
is coming; we do not know when He is coming.
Therefore, we wait until He comes. And, we patiently wait for His coming. James wrote: “Be
patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it,
until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh” (Jam. 5:7-8).
Beloved, although we do not like to wait for a
lot of things, one thing we must wait for, and wait
for patiently, is the coming of the Lord. Beloved,
wait for the Lord. Beloved, listen to all of God’s
word, God will do thee good!
Portsmouth, VA

I Never Intended to Quit
Gus Nichols

A man who had not attended one service of the
church in four years told me he had never thought
of “quitting” the church. I reminded him that he
had:
1. Withdrawn his presence from the services.
2. He had refused to give his moral support to
the activities of the congregation.
3. He had withdrawn his financial support, for
he had not given one time to help carry on the
Lord’s work.
Then I asked: “What else would you have to
do in order to “quit” the church? In case you ever
decide that you no longer desire to be a member,
what other steps will be necessary to “quit” the
church?”
As the true status dawned upon him, his expres-

sion reflected his sober thought: He replied, “why
Brother Nichols, I’ve already quit, haven’t I? Well
I surely didn’t mean to! And I don’t know when
I quit...I’m coming back.” He did too. At the next
service, he was restored and three years later he is
still faithful.
Dear reader, how about you? Have you quit the
Lord and His church without resolving to do so?
Perhaps no one deliberately decides to quit, but
many carelessly drift into backsliding.
If you quit attending service, quit boosting the
program of activities planned by the elders and
quit giving as God has prospered you to enable the
congregation to meet its budget, you need to be restored.
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey
Ray Dodd
Al Flesher
Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
William Weekley
Alice Williams
Lucille Staples
Bill & Iris Gallaher Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Lucille Staples in the death of her sister,
Thelma Kelley, on March 9. Please keep
Lucille in your prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Restored/Placed Membership

Malcolm Wooton was restored to Christ
on March 16. Please keep Malcolm in your
prayers and offer him encouragement.
Donovan Sandlin was restored to Christ
on March 16. He also placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. His address is: 2332 Smith Avenue Apt A; Pensacola, FL 32507. The telephone number
is 321-5512. Please keep Donovan and his
family in your prayers and offer them encouragement.

Reading/Invitation
March 26, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Henry Born
April 2, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Paul Brantley
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Preachers Need to Hear Preaching, Too
Brad Green

I have been extremely blessed over the past several years to have the opportunity to prepare and
preach sermons from God’s Word. Perhaps even
more edifying has been the opportunity to hear
sound Gospel preaching as well. Since the time
this new congregation began assembling together,
I have truly enjoyed listening to the best Wednesday night devotions that I have ever heard. I cherish
each opportunity to listen to and apply the biblical principles to my life as expressed by those who
present the devotions. This time of devotion is important to my growth as a Christian and a young
preacher. Though I grow daily through my own
Bible studies as I prepare to present two sermons
each Sunday and a Bible Class on Wednesday, it
is from the lessons and sermons presented by others that reach the deepest depths of my heart where
perhaps my own personal studies have fallen a bit
short. We have all heard statements and reflected,

“I’ve never thought of that before.” Thus, it makes
sense that the experiences and studies of another
can fill in the gaps that exist in our own.
Perhaps, one of the biggest problems among
preachers in our brotherhood may be that they
preach too much and listen too little. Some men,
contented by the fact that they have been preaching for 30-40 years, have become “at ease in Zion”
(Amos 6:1). They are at ease because they think
they know all they need to know. This being the
case, they do not consider themselves to be in need
of sound, Gospel preaching. Many preachers, for
many years, have only heard what they, themselves
have preached. These men have found the preacher they want to hear and are content to stick with
him. These men do not have a preacher to “step on
their toes” and if one try to correct them, they immediately dismiss such as wrong because it is not
what they hear (or want to hear) from the pulpit on

Sundays. Such preachers have allowed themselves
to become their own standard of right and wrong.
Because they have not heard anything in the pulpit adverse to what they preach (since they are the
ones preaching), they are convinced that they are
faithful and anything contrary to that assessment is
disregarded.
Let us never be so enthralled with ourselves
and the knowledge we possess that we forget Who
it is we are to please (Acts 5:29) and by What it
is that determines right and wrong (Psa. 119:128;
John 8:31-32; 12:48; 17:17). “The statutes of the
Lord are right” (Psa. 19:8); “the ways of the Lord

are right, and the just shall walk in them” (Hos.
14:9). We must place ourselves in front of the mirror that is God’s Word and do whatever necessary
to ensure that our lives are reflective of what God
teaches (Jam. 1:22-25). As preachers and teachers,
let us acknowledge our dependence upon bearing
the Word of God that we may continue to grow in
the Faith (Rom. 10:17; 2 Pet. 3:18). We must put
ourselves to the test to make certain that we are living in harmony with God’s Will. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves” (2 Cor. 13:5).
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772

The Importance of Supporting Missionaries
Douglas Hoff

Most Americans probably have at least a basic
grasp of what a missionary is. They are mentioned
often enough in churches and even in the media.
After all, most Bible class teachers talk about the
missionary travels of the apostle Paul which are
found in the book of Acts. However, the words mission, missionary, and missionaries do not appear in
the New Testament. By definition a missionary is
one on a mission. But what is the purpose of these
journeys? Jesus sent out the apostles to accomplish
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the great work of preaching the Gospel to all the
world. The record of this “great commission” (as
it is often called) is found in all four accounts of
the Gospel (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke
24:46-49; John 20:19-24).
Since the word is not mentioned in the Scriptures obviously there can be no strict definition for a
missionary or what locations qualify as mission areas. Paul desired to work wherever the Gospel had
not been preached (Rom. 15:20). He also worked
with existing churches to build them up in the faith
(Acts 14:21-22). Thus, the church can have missionaries in foreign countries as well as in parts of
this country where congregations are weak.
Modern Christians need to appreciate the mission of the church is an ongoing effort. Each member of the Lord’s church ought to consider himself
as a missionary for the Lord Jesus Christ. Evangelism keeps the church alive and growing. The lack
of it often means a slow death for the congregation.
If a friend, neighbor, co-worker, class mate, or family member has not heard the message of salvation
by grace through faith, then there is work to be
done for the sake of the kingdom.

The world’s population is now estimated to be
of judgment since situations change over time.
over six-billion souls. Most of them have never
Nevertheless, the Lord did ordain that “those who
heard the Gospel. As such, the vast majority of the
preach the gospel should live from the gospel” (1
world is a big mission field. Since the scope of the
Cor. 9:14). If a man is not supported sufficiently
great commission is global (“all the nations,” “all
he will have to secure income in other ways. On
the world,” and “every creature”), then it is clear
occasion, Paul had to make tents, but this certainthe Lord’s church must send forth workers into the
ly would have taken time away from his primary
vineyard (Mat. 9:37-38; 20:1ff). In the first ceninterest of reaching the lost (Acts 18:1-3; 1 Cor.
tury, Jesus sent the apostles and the seventy out to
9:18-19; Phi. 2:25; 4:15-19).
preach and teach (Luke 9:1; 10:1). The 21st century
An important aspect of supporting a missionchurch would do well to follow this example to get
ary is having reasonable expectations of the work.
the job done. Jesus made provisions for supporting
Fruit takes time to grow. A man who will be going
these workers as they went out. Today, the church
to a foreign country has a lot to deal with. He may
must provide for its workers.
need to learn a new language or employ a translaThe Bible teaches us to support worthy worktor. Certainly he will have to adapt his behavior to
ers. In his epistles the apostle John wrote of some
a different culture.
who went forth teaching a message. Some were
Communication is also vital. Paul wrote letteaching the Gospel while others were not (1 John
ters to congregations to keep them informed (Col.
4:1; 2 John 9-11). Those teaching the Truth were
4:16-17). Wise missionaries keep in touch with
to be received and given assistance (3 John 5-8).
supporting congregations and wise elders will stay
Part of sending those men on their journey would
abreast of what is happening in the mission field.
be making sure they had enough money and supP.O. Box 12; Flat Rock, MI 48134
plies for the task at hand since “they went forth for
His name’s sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles”
(v. 7). Paul also said
much the same thing
about Timothy’s labors
H. L. Gradowith
(1 Cor. 16:10-11).
I
often
think
of
a
time
when
we won’t gather around this table anymore.
It is important that
But at the Lord’s Table, somewhere just beyond the golden shore
those engaged in the
Where
aches and pain will no longer plague our nights and our days.
work of preaching the
For
they shall be filled with the endless songs of His praise!
Gospel be adequately
When we no longer worry about what must be done
supported for the sake
But gaze on the Visage of His only begotten Son!
of saving souls. Each
And no longer will we struggle with the burdens we bare:
work has unique needs
For then we’ll be wrapped in the Arms of His Care!
because of the differHand in hand we’ll be gathered with the blest of the ages
ent economies, cultures and needs of the
With no troubles or trials and where sins storm no longer rages;
workers. The Lord did
Our souls no longer troubles, our bodies not racked with pain.
not specify a dollar
What a blessed happy day up there when eternal life we gain!
amount but left those
Copied
decisions in the realm
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“If You Lie down with Dogs,
You’re Going to Get up with Fleas”
Jimmie Z Gribble

A section of our local paper is an advice section,
“Ask Amy.” In a recent column, Amy was asked
about what one should do about a particular situation. What was the situation? A person stayed at
a “very nice hotel” and woke up in the morning
with a “large insect bite.” The bite turned out to be
bedbugs, which the person took home in the person’s suitcase. The person asked about contacting
the hotel, requesting return of the price for the hotel
room, and, having to replace the bed at his house,
request payment for all expenses. Amy responded
in the affirmative. Also in her response she says:
“Yes, don’t place your suitcase on the bed when
traveling—that’s how bedbugs hitch a ride home.”
Someone said, “If you lie down with dogs, you’re
going to get up with fleas.”
The apostle Paul penned: “Be not deceived: evil

communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor.
15:33). In the ASV, it reads, “Be not deceived: Evil
companionships corrupt good morals.” The word
communications means “an association of people,
those who are of the same company” (Vine’s).
Also, “Originally the word meant being together in
company, companionship, but in the NT it means
conversation (1 Cor 15:33)” (Complete). The word
evil is “used of a mode of thinking, feeling, acting;
base, wrong, wicked: of persons” (Thayer). In addition: “In a moral sense meaning wicked, vicious,
bad in heart, conduct, and character” (Complete).
These bad, wicked, wrong, associations do something. What do they do? Paul says that these “corrupt.” This word means, “To corrupt, spoil, vitiate,
in a moral or spiritual sense” (Complete). Also it,
“signifies ‘to destroy by means of corrupting,’ and

so ‘bringing into a worse state’; (a) with this significance it is used of the effect of evil company
upon the manners of believers, and so of the effect
of association with those who deny the truth and
hold false doctrine, 1 Cor 15:33” (Vine’s). This evil
association corrupts “good morals.” Vines, says of
this word, “ethical conduct, morals.” The Complete
Word, writes: “In the NT, manner, custom, morals,
character (1 Cor 15:33).”
This great chapter deals with the resurrection.
There were those that were teaching that there was
no resurrection. This doctrine, that the dead rise not,
was/is a false doctrine. Paul is saying that if one associates with false doctrine (in this chapter—there
is no resurrection), one is going to be corrupted by
such association. You may be saying that this is not
going to happen. Yet, Paul says, “Be not deceived
“ Paul uses this word in chapter 6, when he writes:
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind”
(1 Cor. 6:9). He also used this word: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7).
Beloved, while we are to live in the world (1 Cor.
5:10) we must not be of the same company as those
that hold false doctrine, no matter what doctrine that

might be. One book had the following: “If you run
with goats, you’re going to smell like goats.” One
of the identifying marks in the deception of Isaac
was smell. Moses wrote: “And his father Isaac said
unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son.
And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled
the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said,
See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field
which the Lord hath blessed” (Gen. 27:26-27). If
you lie down with bedbugs, you are going to get
bedbugs. If you lie down with false doctrine, you
are going to be affected. Beloved, heed Paul’s admonition: “Be not deceived: evil communications
corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33).
Beloved, Jesus said: “And he answered and
said unto them, My mother and my brethren are
these which hear the word of God, and do it” (Luke
8:21). May all of us “hear” and “do” God’s Word.
Works Cited
Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995.
Thayer, Joseph H. Thayer’s Greek Lexicon. Electronic
Database. Biblesoft, Inc., 2002, 2003.
The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament.
1992. AMG International, Inc. Revised Edition,
1993.
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Female “Evanglists/Preachers”
Ken Chumbley

I am sure that those who read this article will
have seen on their television screens female “evangelists” or preachers. Also, you have probably seen
where many of the denominations have employed
females as pastors for their various congregations.
In light of this, it is interesting to note the following
from the US News & World Report of September
10, 2007:
In the past two decades, the number of
American female clergy has more than

tripled. In the past 50 years, nearly every
major religion that allows female clergy
has seen membership plummet. And every major religious group that doesn’t,
such as Roman Catholics, has seen a rise.
It’s tempting to say that women’s presence has caused flocks to stray. Most
likely, the link is that female clergy are
part of a larger liberalizing trend that is
itself unpopular among the religious. The

cold statistics show that this new class of
female is struggling because the stricter
religions are growing and the liberal
religions are shrinking. Female clergy,
whose top issue is social welfare—not
men’s “family values” may be the pioneers of a new movement This pendulum
has swung many times before.
For those who know their New Testaments, it
should come as no surprise that churches that accept women as pastors/preachers have “seen membership plummet.” When a female enters the pulpit
to preach, by so doing, she is forced to reject that
which she claims to advocate. The Word of God
is not ambiguous but is very plain on the matter.
In writing to the church at Corinth, the apostle
Paul stated: “Let your women keep silence in
the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to
speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn
any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for
it is a shame for women to speak in the church”
(1 Cor. 14:34-35). Paul also wrote to Timothy stating: “Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence”
(1 Tim. 2:11-12).
Some would try to blunt the force of Paul’s
statements indicating that such was Paul’s own
personal opinion. However, to express such is to
deny what Paul wrote is Scripture. Further, in the
letter to the Corinthians church, Paul further stated: “If any man think himself to be a prophet, or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I
write unto you are the commandments of the Lord”
(1 Cor. 14:37). Thus, to deny that he was living a
command from the Lord would be to show that one
was not spiritual and clearly would be repudiating
the very words of Scripture.
Our Lord, Himself, clearly embraced the proposition of male leadership. If such were not the
case, would He not have had a Mary, Martha, or

Joanna among the Twelve? Indeed, the apostles
were all men. Elders are to be the husband of one
wife (1 Tim. 3:2). There is no basis from Scripture
to justify female elders, preachers, or females in
other leadership roles in the church. Thus, it should
be no surprise that when clear biblical teaching is
rejected and religious groups go their own way a
steady decline in membership is seen.
In all of this, there is a message for those who
are members of the Lord’s church today. There are
those who would seek to take the Lord’s people
down the same road of compromise, digression,
and a repudiation of the will of God whether it is
as a result of directly embracing false teaching or
by endorsing, fellowshipping and supporting false
teachers contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture.
Those who engage in such need to remember that
to follow such a path leads to rejection by God for
they are following a way that is contrary to God’s
way—a way that leads to death (Mat. 7:13-14).
As a congregation of the Lord’s people we need to
be committed to following His will, even if such
puts us at odds with others. We must remain on the
Lord’s side.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd’
Belvedere, SC 29841
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“Let Us Begin With Prayer”
Danny Douglas

We have probably heard this expression many
times. It is good and right that God’s children recognize their need for Him and accordingly approach
His throne. Let us now consider various applications of the thought: “Let us begin with prayer.”
Let Us Begin the Day With Prayer
In so doing, we will be following the example
of Jesus Christ. We read: “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and
departed into a solitary place, and there prayed”
(Mark 1:35). As the song states: “Ere you left your
room this morning did you think to pray.”
Let Us Begin Our Decisions with Prayer
This is what our Lord did before selecting his
twelve apostles (Luke 6:12-16). The Bible states:
“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out
into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to God” (Luke 6:12). The Son of God Himself needed to approach the Father’s throne, and He

is much greater than we are. What an example for
us this is!
We also recall how that Joshua and the men of
Israel were beguiled by the Gibeonites (Jos. 9:1-27).
Why? They “asked not counsel at the mouth of the
Lord” (9:14). Do we seek the Lord’s counsel by
Bible study and prayer unto Him? By prayerfully
following God’s Word, we will receive His wise
counsel. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path” (Psa. 119:105).
Let Us Begin Our Family with Prayer
The godly woman Hannah is a great example of
this. She promised God that if He would give her a
man child, that she would give him unto the Lord
all the days of his life: “And she vowed a vow, and
said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on
the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember
me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give
unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give

him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there
shall no razor come upon his head” (1 Sam. 1:11).
God granted her request and she bore Samuel, who
would become one of the greatest characters of all
time.
There are other matters pertaining to the family for which one should pray, such as the choice
of a godly mate, the bringing up of children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord, strength and
wisdom, and setting spiritual priorities which result
in choices producing the greatest spiritual benefit.
Let Us Begin a Great Work with Prayer
Nehemiah is one who saw the need for a great
work and immediately began to pray about it: “And
it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I
sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and
fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven, And
said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and
mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: Let thine ear now be attentive, and
thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer
of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day
and night, for the children of Israel thy servants,
and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which
we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s
house have sinned” (Neh. 1:4-11).
We recall how that king Artaxerxes of Persia,
granted Nehemiah his cupbearer the request of going back to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and even

supplied the materials for it. Accordingly, Nehemiah gives God the glory: “And the king granted
me, according to the good hand of my God upon
me” (Neh. 2:8b).
Later, in order to hinder the work of rebuilding, the enemies of God’s people sought to entice
Nehemiah to compromise, but he refused, saying:
“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come
down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave
it, and come down to you?” (Neh. 6:3). Moreover,
when they brought slander against Nehemiah and
attempted to make the Jews afraid, what did Nehemiah do? He prayed unto God: “Now therefore,
O God, strengthen my hands” (Neh. 6:9b). This,
plus the fact that the “people had a mind to work,”
resulted in the completion of the reconstruction
(Neh. 4:6; 6:15).
Let Us Be in a Position to Pray
In order for our prayers to avail much, we must
be righteous people, and we must pray fervently.
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one
for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(Jam. 5:16). The privilege of prayer is a great motivation to do the right and to shun the wrong: “For
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his
ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the
Lord is against them that do evil” (1 Pet. 3:12).
197 Chapel Dr; Gallipolis, OH 45631

The Wrong Message
Curtis L. E. Graves

I know that many articles have been written on
the topic that I am about to undertake. It is not my
purpose to rehash the facts in detail but rather to
look at some underlying affects that have come
about because of the events that took place in the
life of Irving “Magic” Johnson. I also want to take
a look at some of the conclusions that have been

made because of what happened and see if these
conclusions come up to Bible standards.
Let us say a person has done things he should
not have done. Let us say this person is infected
with a virus that could cause his death. However,
let us also say that this person owns movie theaters
and shopping plazas and is on boards with lead-

ing executives, has a star on Hollywood’s Walk
of Fame, and is part owner of an NBA basketball
team. Let us say the virus has not become fullblown AIDS even after many years. Does that
mean that the things he did were alright? Does it
mean that nothing wrong was really done? Can a
person say because nothing happens to them in a
negative way that a thing can be done and there be
no real eternal consequences? The Bible says: “But
if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against
the Lord: and be sure your sin will find you out”
(Num. 32:23).
Yes, there were times when comments were
made and rumors were spread and players who
did not want to play on the same court, but Magic
was never branded or shunned. Yes, he had to quit
the game he loved as well. But, my point is this.
Whether it be getting tested for a disease or being
involved in a wrong relationship or being involved
in any sin. When others look at Magic or anyone
else and think, see nothing really happened, that
is dangerous ground. Or to think things will not
happen to me if I do this or that is also dangerous
ground.

The Bible

Is God’s own letter to man.
Is the source of our information concerning eternal life.
Is our guide for daily living.
Is the final word in matters of religion.
Tells of the truth which will set you free
from sin.
Gives me strength and comfort.
Tells me how to live happily.
Is the center of our education.
With such a book as this available to us, we
certainly need to be diligent to know its contents. Are you studying the Bible regularly?
Author Unknown
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Let me give you two statements that show the
wrong thinking of the world when it comes to sin.
Magic and his wife believe he was chosen to get
the disease “because God needed someone, and
He picked me.” That is nothing short of blasphemy. James 1:13 says: “Let no man say when he is
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.”
God did not cause Magic Johnson or anyone else
to commit sin. For a Sports Illustrated writer to say
that Magic’s life is “something close to a miracle”
is again a misunderstanding of Bible teaching and
a misunderstanding of the consequences of sin and
blasphemy.
Whether it be sexual sins or any other sin the
wrong message is going out today. When we sin
we cannot avoid the unwanted consequences.
Yet, the world thinks we can. The world needs to
turn to the Bible instead of trying to ban it. The
world needs to turn to the Bible and not to Magic
Johnson or anyone else or any other thing for its
moral values. Senate chaplain Richard Halverson
is quoted as saying: “We demand freedom without
restraint—rights without responsibility—choice
without consequences—pleasure without pain....”
The world would love to have it so, but the truth
is we do need to restrain ourselves. We are responsible for our own actions; we will have to face the
consequences of our sins and the seeming pleasures
of worldly ways will leave behind pain. The Bible
has the right message—let us determine to heed it.
106 N John St; Teutopolis, IL 62467
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Restored

Carl Ayliffe was restored to Christ on
April 2. Please keep Carl in your prayers
and offer him encouragement.

New Arrival

Bill and Peggy Crowe are proud to announce the birth of their first great-grandchild, Addison Jane Crowe, on April 3. She
weighed 9 lbs. and was 21 ½ inches long.
Our congratulation is extended to all.

Address Change
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Lanette Williams’ new address is: 4911
West Jackson Street; Pensacola, FL 32506.
Please update your directory.
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Some Thoughts on the Greatest Prophet of Them All:
the Prophet of Prophets
Johnny Oxendine
As John opens his account of the life of Christ,
he tells of the work of John the Baptist. On one occasion, priests and Levites from Jerusalem went to
John and inquired as to whether or not he was the
Christ (John 1:19-23). When John denied being the
long-awaited Messiah, the priests and Levites then
asked if he was Elijah, to which John answered: “I
am not.” They then asked: “Are you the Prophet?”
They wanted to know if John was “the Prophet”
Moses had promised centuries before—the answer
was “No.”
The reason for this question was because God
would raise up a Prophet “from your midst, from
your brethren” (Deu. 18:15—NKJV). Therefore,
there would be no reason for Israel to turn to heathen soothsayers. God was going to raise up a body
of prophets to declare His words, and later He
would raise up one great Prophet who alone could

compare to Moses.
What did Moses say about Christ? God told
Moses:
I will raise up for them a Prophet like
you from among their brethren, and will
put My words in His mouth, and He shall
speak to them all that I command Him.
And it shall be that whoever will not hear
My words, which He speaks in My name,
I will require it of him (Deu. 18:18-19).
This passage was speaking of Christ, for Peter
quoted it in Acts 3:22-23 and applied it to Him.
Stephen quoted this same passage in the sermon
that cost him his life (Acts 7:37).
Additionally, it was in the region of the Sea of
Galilee that Jesus fed the 5,000 with “five barley
loaves and two small fish” (John 6:1-14). When
the people had been fed and there was still bread to

spare, they said: “This is truly the Prophet who is
to come into the world” (John 6:14). Jesus is God’s
final spokesman. The Hebrews writer reminds us
of how
God, who at various times and in various
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son (Heb. 1:1-2).
The Hebrews writer mentions the consequences
of neglecting the message of Christ.
Therefore we must give the more earnest
heed to the things we have heard, lest we
drift away. For if the word spoken through
angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just

reward, how shall we escape if we neglect
so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who heard Him,
God also bearing witness both with signs
and wonders, with various miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His
own will? (Heb. 2:1-4).
Have you listened to the words of Christ, God’s
final spokesman? If you reject the message of
Christ (the Gospel), you will have rejected your
only means of eternal salvation! Take advantage of
this opportunity while it is still available.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

		

		

Bellview Lectures

Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The Major Prophets will be available to those attending the
Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Others
may purchase the book at the pre-publication price
of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards at the
regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for postage).
It will contain 29 chapters and approximately 425
pages. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and
perhaps additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.

		

		

		

		

		

		

Preaching From The Major Prophets
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures
June 7 - 11, 2008
Saturday, June 7
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

God’s Commission to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
Ask for the Old Paths (Jeremiah 6:16)

Dub McClish
David Hartbarger

Sunday, June 8
9:00 AM
Nonconformity (Daniel 1)
10:00 AM
“If...But...Will” (Daniel 3)
		
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
The Man: Jeremiah
3:00 PM
The Man: Daniel
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Inability to Blush (Jeremiah 6:15)
7:45 PM
Will They Know There Is a Prophet (Ezekiel 2:5)

Brad Green
Roelf Ruffner
Tim Cozad
Jess Whitlock
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West

Monday, June 9
9:00 AM
The New Name (Isaiah 62:2)
10:00 AM
The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)
11:00 AM
Perpetual Backsliding (Jeremiah 8)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
2:30 PM
The Man: Ezekiel
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Peace When There Is No Peace (Jeremiah 6:14)
7:45 PM
Jeremiah’s Gethsemane (Jeremiah 20:9)

Michael Hatcher
Wayne Blake
Lester Kamp
Paul Vaughn
Dave Watson

David Brown
Darrell Broking

Tuesday, June 10
9:00 AM
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)
10:00 AM
Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:13)
11:00 AM
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2, 7)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Man: Isaiah
2:30 PM
God’s Watchmen (Ezekiel 33)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
God Rules (Daniel 4)
7:45 PM
A View of Pentecost (Isaiah 2:2-4)

Danny Douglas
Tim Smith
Ken Chumbley
Gene Hill
Bruce Stulting

Stacey Grant
Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 11
9:00 AM
The Glory of the Lord in Chebar (Ezekiel 3:23)
10:00 AM
The Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14)
11:00 AM
Jehoiakim’s Penknife (Jeremiah 36)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
Strength from the Lord (Isaiah 40)
2:30 PM
The Good News of Salvation (Isaiah 61)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Turn and Live (Ezekiel 33:10)
7:45 PM
The False Prophets (Ezekiel 13)

Geoff Litke
Daniel Denham
Dub Mowery
Sherman Offord
Loy Hardesty

Lee Moses
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley		
Lucille Staples
Linda Worley		
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend
Lanet McManaman (Karen Ayliffe’s
daughter)

Reading/Invitation
April 23, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
April 30, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 27, 2008
Dinner on the Grounds and Singing
after the morning service.
April 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
May 11, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

Pantry Items Needed

Chicken / Vegetable Soups
Canned Corn
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A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

The Unloving Religion
Paul Vaughn

It is an oxymoron, the conjoining of contradictory terms, to say that there is a religion that is
unloving, because most define religion according
to Christian morality. Yet, there are numerous religions that are void of love. Some have perverted
Christianity by having an unloving attitude. All one
has to do is study the Klu Klux Klan to see hatred
and wickedness disguised as Christianity. Wickedness can come in different forms and from every
class of people. One of the most unloving religions
in the world today is Islam.
President George W. Bush has stated many
times that Islam is a “religion of peace.” Recently,
“the president visited a Washington, D. C. mosque
and proclaimed Islam a ‘religion of peace’” (Thomas). Regardless of what President Bush and many
political leaders teach, Islam is not a “religion of
peace.” No Muslin who is faithful to the teachings
of the Quran can promote peace and love to nonbelievers. Just examine the evidence from their

“Holy Writing.”
In the Quran, all Muslims are commanded to
make physical war. Note what the Quran teaches
about fighting.
And slay them wherever ye catch them,
And turn them out From where they have
Turned you out (Surah 2:191).
Let those fight in the cause of Allah Who
sell the life of this world For the Hereafter. To him who fighteth in the cause of
Allah Whether his is slain Or gets victory– soon shall We give him A reward
of great (value) (Surah 4:74).
Fighting is prescribed Upon you, and
ye dislike it, But it is possible That ye
dislike a thing Which is good for you...
(Surah 2:216) (Quran).
The writings of the Quran commands all who
follow it to wage physical war. Does that sound
like a religion of peace to you?

Dinner on the Grounds
and Singing
April 27, 2008
A covered-dish meal will be held
after the morning service in the general
purpose building. Singing will be held
after the meal along with an invitation
service. The regular 6:00 pm service will
not be held.

It is very dangerous to underestimate the resolve of Muslims for world dominance. To teach
that Islam is a religion of peace will only aid them
in their goal to destroy all religions except Islam.
Jesus said: “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the
midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves” (Mat. 10:16—NKJV). When it
comes to the teachings of Islam, all must be wise.
Works Cited

Thomas, Cal. “We worship the same Almighty.” Jewish World Review. 16 Mar. 2008. <http://jewishworldreview.com/cols/thomas100907.php3>.
The Holy Quran. Translated by Abdullah Yusuf Ali.
Beltsville, MD: Amana Publication, 1997.
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Bellview Lectures

Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The Major Prophets will be available to those attending the
Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Others
may purchase the book at the pre-publication price
of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards at the
regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for postage).
It will contain 29 chapters and approximately 425
pages. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and
perhaps additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.

		

		

		

		

		

		

Preaching From The Major Prophets
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures
June 7 - 11, 2008
Saturday, June 7
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

God’s Commission to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
Ask for the Old Paths (Jeremiah 6:16)

Dub McClish
David Hartbarger

Sunday, June 8
9:00 AM
Nonconformity (Daniel 1)
10:00 AM
“If...But...Will” (Daniel 3)
		
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
The Man: Jeremiah
3:00 PM
The Man: Daniel
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Inability to Blush (Jeremiah 6:15)
7:45 PM
Will They Know There Is a Prophet (Ezekiel 2:5)

Brad Green
Roelf Ruffner
Tim Cozad
Jess Whitlock
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West

Monday, June 9
9:00 AM
The New Name (Isaiah 62:2)
10:00 AM
The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)
11:00 AM
Perpetual Backsliding (Jeremiah 8)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
2:30 PM
The Man: Ezekiel
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Peace When There Is No Peace (Jeremiah 6:14)
7:45 PM
Jeremiah’s Gethsemane (Jeremiah 20:9)

Michael Hatcher
Wayne Blake
Lester Kamp
Paul Vaughn
Dave Watson

David Brown
Darrell Broking

Tuesday, June 10
9:00 AM
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)
10:00 AM
Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:13)
11:00 AM
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2, 7)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Man: Isaiah
2:30 PM
God’s Watchmen (Ezekiel 33)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
God Rules (Daniel 4)
7:45 PM
A View of Pentecost (Isaiah 2:2-4)

Danny Douglas
Tim Smith
Ken Chumbley
Gene Hill
Bruce Stulting

Stacey Grant
Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 11
9:00 AM
The Glory of the Lord in Chebar (Ezekiel 3:23)
10:00 AM
The Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14)
11:00 AM
Jehoiakim’s Penknife (Jeremiah 36)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
Strength from the Lord (Isaiah 40)
2:30 PM
The Good News of Salvation (Isaiah 61)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Turn and Live (Ezekiel 33:10)
7:45 PM
The False Prophets (Ezekiel 13)

Geoff Litke
Daniel Denham
Dub Mowery
Sherman Offord
Loy Hardesty

Lee Moses
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley		
Lucille Staples
Linda Worley		
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend
Lanet McManaman (Karen Ayliffe’s
daughter)

Reading/Invitation
April 30, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Foshee
May 7, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Cary Parks

New Arrival

Our congratulations is extended to
Donovan and Heather Sandlin in the birth
of their son, Camden Allen, on April 21.
He weighed 9 pounds 13 ounces and was
20 1/4 inches long.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
April 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.

Pantry Items Needed

Chicken / Vegetable Soups
Canned Corn
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Thoughts on Curtis Cates and Rubel Shelly (1991)...
and Barry Grider (2005)
Johnny Oxendine
The September 2007 issue of Contending for
the Faith has much to offer that is truly amazing when seen from the vantage point of time
past. The lead article is one of many included
that reveal the challenges/offers made for public debates between Garland Elkins and Rubel
Shelly. There are the openly made accusations
(name-calling) against Shelly for his false teaching. There are the letters from Shelly addressing the remarks made by Cates in the Yokefellow
publication—providing a veritable time capsule
of those events that many brethren were held
in suspense over and feeling a sense of disbelief that this could be happening in the Lord’s
church. Well, how things change with time!
Now Cates is defending a false teacher in
Dave Miller, and he is not alone. Perhaps it is
good for brethren to know that Barry Grider, a
cohort with Cates at The “New” Gospel Jour-

nal, said during the 2005 Schertz lectures that
they (T“N”GJ) were “doing our best to provide
for our brotherhood a paper that is Biblically
sound, one that is well-balanced. Once more, no
mention is made of exposing error or speaking of New Testament authority for what we
practice, ie., reaffirmation of elders...”
Now some brethren may say that Grider does
not speak for them, or their congregation. Some
may say that they support Miller, but not those
statements. Some may say that we should not
bother with any of this mess anymore (one eldership said that there was too much being made
over Miller and an “unnecessary issue over marriage and divorce.” My, my—nothing is as important as feel-good fellowship! The slap-onthe-back kind that ignores and avoids defending
the truth because they do not want to burden the
congregation with too much stress (or negativ-

Preaching From The Major Prophets
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures
June 7 - 11, 2008

7:00 PM
7:45 PM

Saturday, June 7

God’s Commission to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
Ask for the Old Paths (Jeremiah 6:16)

Sunday, June 8

9:00 AM
Nonconformity (Daniel 1)
10:00 AM
“If...But...Will” (Daniel 3)
		
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
The Man: Jeremiah
3:00 PM
The Man: Daniel
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Inability to Blush (Jeremiah 6:15)
7:45 PM
Will They Know There Is a Prophet (Ezekiel 2:5)

Monday, June 9

9:00 AM
The New Name (Isaiah 62:2)
10:00 AM
The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)
11:00 AM
Perpetual Backsliding (Jeremiah 8)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
2:30 PM
The Man: Ezekiel
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Peace When There Is No Peace (Jeremiah 6:14)
7:45 PM
Jeremiah’s Gethsemane (Jeremiah 20:9)

Tuesday, June 10

9:00 AM
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)
10:00 AM
Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:13)
11:00 AM
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2, 7)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Man: Isaiah
2:30 PM
God’s Watchmen (Ezekiel 33)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
God Rules (Daniel 4)
7:45 PM
A View of Pentecost (Isaiah 2:2-4)

Wednesday, June 11

9:00 AM
The Glory of the Lord in Chebar (Ezekiel 3:23)
10:00 AM
The Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14)
11:00 AM
Jehoiakim’s Penknife (Jeremiah 36)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
Strength from the Lord (Isaiah 40)
2:30 PM
The Good News of Salvation (Isaiah 61)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Turn and Live (Ezekiel 33:10)
7:45 PM
The False Prophets (Ezekiel 13)

Dub McClish
David Hartbarger
Brad Green
Roelf Ruffner
Tim Cozad
Jess Whitlock
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West
Michael Hatcher
Wayne Blake
Lester Kamp
Paul Vaughn
Dave Watson
David Brown
Darrell Broking
Danny Douglas
Tim Smith
Ken Chumbley
Gene Hill
Bruce Stulting
Stacey Grant
Harrell Davidson
Geoff Litke
Daniel Denham
Dub Mowery
Sherman Offord
Loy Hardesty
Lee Moses
Lynn Parker

ity) in matters that do not directly concern them.
They will just have a speaker or lectureship with
those in fellowship with the false teachers. They
will financially support or promote the work in
their publications, etc. Would Cates have done

that with Shelly in 1991? Well, he does it now...
and he and the Memphis School of Preaching,
and The “New” Gospel Journal, and the Gospel
Broadcasting Network are not alone.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402
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Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.

Loving Chastisement

		

		

		

		

The newspapers once carried the story of a
father and mother who, finding that their little
girl had taken and eaten something from the
cupboard, began to shake and slap the child.
When the child became drowsy, they did not
let up, but continued their shaking and slapping
for four hours. What cruel punishment for such
a little offense! No, it was compelled by love.
The child had swallowed ten sleeping tablets,
and the doctor said the only hope of saving the
child’s life was in keeping her awake. We do
not always understand the path through which
God leads us, but we may be certain His chastisement is always born of love. God does not
choose to stop the harshness of the winds, but
He rather directs us through them.
Author Unknown

Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Major Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Others may purchase the book at the pre-publication
price of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards
at the regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage). It contains 29 chapters and 440 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley		
Lucille Staples
Linda Worley		
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend

Reading/Invitation
May 7, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Cary Parks
May 14, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 11, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 10, 2008
Baby shower for Heather Sandlin at
Phyllis Brantley’s home, at 3:00 pm.
May 18, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 28, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

Pantry Items Needed

Chicken / Vegetable Soups
Canned Corn

		
		

BEACON

VOL. XXXVII
		

MAY 5, 2008

NO. 18

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Alone—But It Doesn’t Have to Be!
Denny Wilson
God has a plan for the home: a man leaves his
father and mother and is joined to his wife and the
two become one flesh (Gen. 2:24). God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16), yet has given an exception to
His plan (fornication—Mat. 19:9). The “innocent
party,” the one who has put away his/her spouse
for fornication, may marry one who has the right to
marry while the guilty may not marry.
There is another way in that a marriage may
end and that is death (Rom. 7:1-3; Mat. 22:23-33).
The spouse who remains may marry one who has
the right to marry. The phrase “only in the Lord”
in 1 Corinthians 7:39, has been taken by some
to mean that one could only remarry a Christian.
While I do believe that marrying a Christian is a
wise course of action, especially if you are going to
be heirs of the grace of life (1 Pet. 3:7), the passage
is not teaching only marry a Christian, but rather
marry only one who is right in the eyes of God for

marriage. A similar use of “in the Lord” is found in
Ephesians 6:1: “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord: for this is right.” Was Paul saying that a child
only has to obey his/her parents if they are Christians? No! He was saying that one ought to obey
their parents as much as is possible with an exception being if they are asking you to do something
contrary to the will of God. In such cases where
one is asked to disobey God, we are to obey God
rather than men (Acts 5:29). One who loses his/her
spouse may remarry as long as the marriage would
be right in God’s eyes.
Divorce “for any cause” does not free each
party to remarry. An example would be divorce because of an abusive spouse. While one might free
himself/herself of the harmful abuse being forced
upon them (not under bondage), but he/she does
not have cause to remarry (1 Cor. 7:15).
Now, to the point of this article: the wages of
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sin is death (Rom. 6:23). Sin is lawlessness (1 John
3:4). Iniquities (including violation of God’s laws
regarding marriage) separate us from God and hide
His face from us so He will not hear (Isa. 59:2). If
one breaks God’s marriage laws, he/she is guilty
of sin and will spend eternity in hell, separate and
apart from God, truly alone without God. Fornicators are deserving of death (Rom. 1:29-32). Fornicators and adulterers will not inherit the kingdom
of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Fornicators will have their
part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death (Rev. 21:8). Why
would anyone give up eternal life with God the Fa-

ther, Jesus Christ our Savior, the Holy Spirit, saints
of all ages, and our family, and friends just for the
passing pleasure of sin?
It does not have to be! Paul wrote that those who
commit adultery and fornication will not inherit the
kingdom of God, but he continued on saying, “And
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor.
6:11). Are you alone, with God? It does not have to
be! Repent of your sin and come home never more
to be alone.
1200 Bowie St; Wellington, TX 79095
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Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Major Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Others may purchase the book at the pre-publication
price of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards
at the regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage). It contains 29 chapters and 440 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley		
Linda Worley
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Nelda King in the death of her brother, William Sunday, on May 4. Please keep Nelda
and her family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
May 14, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Pierce
May 21, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 11, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 10, 2008
Baby shower for Heather Sandlin at
Phyllis Brantley’s home, at 3:00 pm.

Pantry Items Needed

Chicken / Vegetable Soups
Canned Corn
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Religious Pluralism
Dub McClish

The term pluralism, when applied to religion,
lauds diversity. Wikipedia states: “religious pluralism holds that no single religion can claim absolute authority to teach absolute truth.” It insists
that various religions (e.g., Hinduism, Judaism,
Confucianism, Islam, Buddhism, Christianity, et
al.), are all equally viable in their respective “truth
claims.” Acceptance of the diverse (and contradictory) concepts of deity (e.g., dualism, polytheism,
pantheism, Greek mythology, monotheism, et al.)
logically follows for the pluralist.
Perhaps the ultimate pluralist was Baha’u’llah,
founder of Baha’ Faith. He taught “God is one”
and that Abraham, Krishna, Moses, Buddha, Jesus,
Mohammed, and (predictably) himself are all God’s
messengers.
Christianity does not allow Christians to
(1) force their religion on others, (2) prevent nonChristians from practicing their religion, or (3) seek

to make converts by any means besides preaching
the Gospel of Christ (Mark 16:15-16). However,
one simply cannot believe the Bible and believe in
pluralism.
The Bible unabashedly reveals and describes
one God, the Creator of all things. Who alone is
worthy of honor and obedience by His creation
(monotheism). Hundreds of passages from both
Old and New Testaments forbid the worship of
anything or any being besides the “true and living”
God. The great summary of them all is the first of
the Ten Commandments, which solemnly begins:
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exo.
20:3-5). One may disagree with and reject what the
Bible teaches in this regard, but none can deny that
it so teaches.
Likewise, one cannot accept pluralism and
Bible teaching concerning the identity of God’s
“messengers.” Although Abraham was not really

a messenger of God, God spoke to him on many
occasions (e.g., Gen. 12:1-3; 15:7; 17:1; 18:23-32;
et al.). Moses was indeed God’s prophet and lawgiver. Upon his death, the Bible said of him: “And
there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like
unto Moses, whom Jehovah knew face to face”
(Deu. 34:10).
Jesus is not merely “one of God’s messengers.” He is the Messiah/Christ of the Old Testa-

ment prophets (Mat. 1:21-23; Luke 1:26-33; Acts
3:19-26; et al.). He alone is the Savior of mankind
from sin and its eternal consequences (Luke 19:10;
John 3:16; 8:24; Heb. 7:25; et al.). He alone—not
Krishna, Buddha, Mohammed, Baha’i, nor any
other—can bring men to God (John 14:6; 1 Tim.
2:5-6). Again, men may reject this teaching, but the
Bible undeniably teaches it.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201
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Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Major Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Oth-

We Miss You…
Tim Smith

Former members who have moved away...
visit us sometime!
Former members who have fallen away...
come back!
Folks from our community who have not
been in a while...come back!
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

ers may purchase the book at the pre-publication
price of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards
at the regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage). It contains 29 chapters and 440 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Alice Williams
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley		
Linda Worley
Dot Lambert (West Florida Hospital)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Errol Thompson (Dorothy Kempton’s
friend

Restored

Brian Gresham was restored to Christ on
May 11. Please keep Brian in your prayers
and offer him encouragement.

Reading/Invitation
May 21, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
May 28, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 18, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 24, 2008
Baby shower for Elizabeth Totty at
Phyllis Brantley’s home, at 3:00 pm.
May 28, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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The Holy Spirit and Change
Gary Summers

There can be no more deadly doctrine than that
the Holy Spirit can say one thing in one place and
something entirely contradictory somewhere else.
Essentially, such a practice would make the Bible
useless. Was, for example, homosexuality wrong
in Corinth and Rome but all right for America? On
what basis would someone draw such a conclusion?
It is amazing that so many people, including
so-called religious leaders, show no more respect
for the Word of God than Jehoiakim, when he cut
off pieces of the scroll containing God’s Word and
cast them into the fire (Jer. 36:23). Whereas some
would not make such an open display of irreverence today, they will not hesitate to minimize or
undermine the Word of God at every opportunity.
If it condemns homosexuality in several passages,
sympathetic Episcopalian priests, such as Bishop
Spong, attempt to discredit the Bible itself.

Others are inconsistent. The archbishop of Canterbury, for example, has refused to invite practicing homosexual, Eugene Robinson, to the next
global Anglican gathering, according to an AP story in the Orlando Sentinel (12-15-2007, A3). But
no one can accuse him of being unfair; he is also
not inviting a conservative priest who objects to the
ordination of homosexuals.
Of course, the whole Episcopal system of ordaining priests and having global conferences
cannot be found in the Scriptures. The issue itself
cannot be dispensed with by ignoring both sides.
Either homosexuality is acceptable, or it is wickedness. The Scriptures are abundantly clear that
the practice is condemned, and it does not matter
whether the country is England, America, or Nigeria. It does not matter if we are talking about the
first century, the tenth, or the twenty-first.
It is wrong for someone to pit one verse of

Scripture against another, and it is wrong for someone to have a modern-day “revelation” that contradicts what the Holy Spirit caused to be recorded
and preserved in the first place. “Interpretations”
that come after praying for wisdom likewise cannot oppose the written Word. God is not the author
of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33).
If the Holy Spirit changed His mind, God
would not be dependable concerning anything—
including salvation. “Well, God told me I don’t
have to be baptized,” someone might insist “The
Holy Spirit told me I was already saved when I had
that wonderful feeling ten years ago. Baptism is not
necessary for my salvation.”

Such a “revelation” would do away with the
need for the Bible altogether. Everyone could just
have his own personal Divine message. What
people actually want is an exception to repentance.
Most of those (although not all) who disagree with
a plain passage of Scripture want to practice some
kind of immorality—whether homosexuality, adultery, fornication, stealing, etc. How sad that for the
sake of some fleshly sin or earthly gain people will
cut up, burn, denounce, or ignore the holy Word of
God! The Holy Spirit is right; we must conform
ourselves to what He has declared.
3671 Oak Vista Ln; Winter Park, FL 32792
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Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Major Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Others may purchase the book at the pre-publication
price of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards
at the regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage). It contains 29 chapters and 440 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.
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Saturday, June 7
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

God’s Commission to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
Ask for the Old Paths (Jeremiah 6:16)

Dub McClish
David Hartbarger

Sunday, June 8
9:00 AM
Nonconformity (Daniel 1)
10:00 AM
“If...But...Will” (Daniel 3)
		
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
The Man: Jeremiah
3:00 PM
The Man: Daniel
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Inability to Blush (Jeremiah 6:15)
7:45 PM
Will They Know There Is a Prophet (Ezekiel 2:5)

Brad Green
Roelf Ruffner
Tim Cozad
Jess Whitlock
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West

Monday, June 9
9:00 AM
The New Name (Isaiah 62:2)
10:00 AM
The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)
11:00 AM
Perpetual Backsliding (Jeremiah 8)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
2:30 PM
The Man: Ezekiel
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Peace When There Is No Peace (Jeremiah 6:14)
7:45 PM
Jeremiah’s Gethsemane (Jeremiah 20:9)

Michael Hatcher
Wayne Blake
Lester Kamp
Paul Vaughn
Dave Watson

David Brown
Darrell Broking

Tuesday, June 10
9:00 AM
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)
10:00 AM
Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:13)
11:00 AM
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2, 7)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Man: Isaiah
2:30 PM
God’s Watchmen (Ezekiel 33)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
God Rules (Daniel 4)
7:45 PM
A View of Pentecost (Isaiah 2:2-4)

Danny Douglas
Tim Smith
Ken Chumbley
Gene Hill
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Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 11
9:00 AM
The Glory of the Lord in Chebar (Ezekiel 3:23)
10:00 AM
The Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14)
11:00 AM
Jehoiakim’s Penknife (Jeremiah 36)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
Strength from the Lord (Isaiah 40)
2:30 PM
The Good News of Salvation (Isaiah 61)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Turn and Live (Ezekiel 33:10)
7:45 PM
The False Prophets (Ezekiel 13)
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley		
Alice Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

New Arrival

Our congratulations are extended to
Keith and Elizabeth Totty in the birth of
their son, Trent Landon, on May 12. He
weighed 4 pounds 5 ounces and was 18
inches long. Please keep this new family in
your prayers.

Baby Shower Postponed

The baby shower for Elizabeth Totty
has been postponed. A new date will be announced later.

Reading/Invitation
May 28, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe
June 4, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
May 26, 2008
Visitation Group 4 will not meet for
their monthly get-together.
June 1, 2008
Pre-lectureship meeting after the
evening service, in room 1.
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The Shedding of Tears
Paul Vaughn

In the mountains of Eastern Kentucky during
the sultry summer months the forest foliage would
drip with water during the early morning hours. It
was as if the forest foliage were shedding tears that
would be absorbed by the rugged mountains never
to be remembered again. Each day the process
would repeat itself gathering only passive interest,
if any interest at all. What about the tears Christians
shed? Are they absorbed into time never to be remembered again? Are they important to anyone?
Are they the focal point of our loved ones? Are
they ever remembered in kindness and love? Or
are they just forgotten moments of pain that leave a
scar of anguish on the heart?
God is concerned about the tears Christians
shed. He is touched when His children suffer pain
and their anguish is remembered in kindness and
love. It is written: “Thou tellest my wanderings:
put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in

thy book?” (Psa. 56:8). In time of distress and suffering, David understood that he was never alone,
God cares. It is a tremendous picture of God’s love
for those who are looking to Him, described in the
language of a poet. God is pictured as having a bottle in which the tears of His Children are preserved
to be remembered with sympathy and compassion.
The tears of His children are bottled up and viewed
as special treasure by the loving Father.
The shortest verse in the New Testament shows
the compassion of Jesus as He looks upon the suffering of two sisters who had just lost their brother
in death. Mary and Martha had sent for Jesus to
heal their brother, Lazarus, of his illness, but he
died. When the Lord saw their anguish, the Scriptures teach that “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). He was
touched by their pain. He felt their sorrow and He
had compassion upon their loss.
When going through the sorrowfulness of life,

it is encouraging to know that our Heavenly Father
is always there to put our tears in His bottle and that
Jesus can view our miseries with compassion. Yet,
it is not so for those who are living apart from God.
Their tears are only absorbed in time without com-

passion, without kindness, and without love. Those
who are not in God’s family have no one to gather
their tears in a bottle. Truly, that is something to
shed tears over.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Bellview Lectures

Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Major Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Others may purchase the book at the pre-publication
price of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards
at the regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage). It contains 29 chapters and 440 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.

DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.

		

		

		

		

The All-Seeing Eye
Tim Smith

Do you remember the old hymn called
“The All-Seeing Eye”? It is quite a concept,
that God sees everything we do. For some it
is frightening, for others a mystery, and still
others a comfort. He does see everything we
do! But more: He sees everything we feel,
everything we wish, everything we want,
everything we think—He sees things about
us that we do not even know or think about!
If somehow there were a camera that could
show all of those things to our friends, brethren, and neighbors, would we want to change
anything???
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

		

		

		

		

Preaching From The Major Prophets
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures
June 7 - 11, 2008
Saturday, June 7
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

God’s Commission to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
Ask for the Old Paths (Jeremiah 6:16)

Dub McClish
David Hartbarger

Sunday, June 8
9:00 AM
Nonconformity (Daniel 1)
10:00 AM
“If...But...Will” (Daniel 3)
		
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
The Man: Jeremiah
3:00 PM
The Man: Daniel
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Inability to Blush (Jeremiah 6:15)
7:45 PM
Will They Know There Is a Prophet (Ezekiel 2:5)

Brad Green
Roelf Ruffner
Tim Cozad
Jess Whitlock
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West

Monday, June 9
9:00 AM
The New Name (Isaiah 62:2)
10:00 AM
The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)
11:00 AM
Perpetual Backsliding (Jeremiah 8)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
2:30 PM
The Man: Ezekiel
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Peace When There Is No Peace (Jeremiah 6:14)
7:45 PM
Jeremiah’s Gethsemane (Jeremiah 20:9)

Michael Hatcher
Wayne Blake
Lester Kamp
Paul Vaughn
Dave Watson

David Brown
Darrell Broking

Tuesday, June 10
9:00 AM
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)
10:00 AM
Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:13)
11:00 AM
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2, 7)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Man: Isaiah
2:30 PM
God’s Watchmen (Ezekiel 33)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
God Rules (Daniel 4)
7:45 PM
A View of Pentecost (Isaiah 2:2-4)

Danny Douglas
Tim Smith
Ken Chumbley
Gene Hill
Bruce Stulting

Stacey Grant
Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 11
9:00 AM
The Glory of the Lord in Chebar (Ezekiel 3:23)
10:00 AM
The Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14)
11:00 AM
Jehoiakim’s Penknife (Jeremiah 36)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
Strength from the Lord (Isaiah 40)
2:30 PM
The Good News of Salvation (Isaiah 61)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Turn and Live (Ezekiel 33:10)
7:45 PM
The False Prophets (Ezekiel 13)

Geoff Litke
Daniel Denham
Dub Mowery
Sherman Offord
Loy Hardesty

Lee Moses
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley
Alice Williams (scheduled for surgery on
June 12 at Baptist Hospital)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter, Sacred Heart Hospital)

Placed Membership

Ashley Randolph placed membership
with the Bellview congregation on May
18. Her address is: 7160 Shelby Lane; Pensacola, FL 32526. The telephone number
is 944-4535. Please keep Ashley in your
prayers.

Reading/Invitation
June 4, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born
June 11, 2008
Bellview Lectures

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
June 1, 2008
Pre-lectureship meeting after the
evening service, in room 1.
June 7-11, 2008
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme - Preaching From The Major
Prophets.
June 15, 2008
Lectureship critique meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
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4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
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BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

The Gospel and Subjectivism
Dub McClish

Religious convictions based solely upon feelings and experiences characterize our times. These
traits have always been trademarks of Pentecostalism and Holiness groups, but they now affect all of
the sects—and not a few brethren. Most religionists
trust their eternal destiny to a mere hunch or feeling. Mormons give their sincere, but misguided,
testimony concerning Joseph Smith and his Book
of Mormon because they prayed about it and God
confirmed it by a “burning in their breasts.” All
such things are only as certain as the feelings, emotions, and moods of those who testify about them.
Is there anything more fickle than human feelings and emotions? Such experiences and feelings
leave men with no standard. The insincere imposter
can claim experiences equal to or even better than
those of the most sincere devotee. Pentecostals
who do not accept Joseph Smith and his Book of
Mormon are obligated (to be consistent) to accept

the Mormon testimony. (In fact, such religionists
who claim to believe in Christ, if they are consistent and fair, must accept the Hindu who sincerely
feels that his salvation rests upon Pagan rites and
deities.) While not impugning the sincerity of anyone, it must be a very convenient form of religion
that rests on “it is so because I say so or I feel so.”
This philosophy is correctly called subjectivism (“a
doctrine that individual feeling...is the ultimate criterion of the good and the right”—Webster). Only
by following such a doctrine could one smite his
breast and declare, “I wouldn’t trade the feeling I
have right here for a stack of Bibles”!
Neither the Lord nor His apostles ever rested
the salvation they offer upon subjectivism. Nor
did they ever count mere feelings or emotions as
evidences of salvation. The authority from which
their Gospel (the Gospel—Gal. 1:6-9) sprang was
not from the imaginings, “hope-so’s,” “think so’s,”

or personal feelings of anyone—themselves or
others. Their message was not: “Look what we are
doing for Jesus,” but “Look what Jesus has done
and can do for you.” The message they preached
was objective (as opposed to subjective), for it was
the Truth, an objective, inflexible standard independent of their own thoughts and feelings. The
Gospel of Christ, faithfully communicated to us in
the New Testament, is God’s thinking, not man’s

(John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:13; Gal. 1:6-12; et al.). When
men wanted to be saved, they were not told to pray
till they felt a certain way, but to obey the Gospel
commands that would put them in touch with the
cleansing blood of Christ (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4;
et al.). Only by obeying this objective Gospel can
one who believes in Christ know that he is saved.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Bellview Lectures

Housing
The Days Inn (6501 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-7200. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Major Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate of $12. Oth-

Bellview Lectures
Live Broadcast

To view the lectures live broadcast on the
Internet go to:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
(All times are CST)

ers may purchase the book at the pre-publication
price of $14 prior to June 30, 2008, or afterwards
at the regular price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage). It contains 29 chapters and 440 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007) are available on CD in
Adobe PDF format for $75 plus $1.75 postage.
The full CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2007), Beacon (1974-2007), and other material. The cost of the 2008 book is $5 plus postage
on a separate CD. If you have a previous CD contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call or
write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

Preaching From The Major Prophets
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures
June 7 - 11, 2008
Saturday, June 7
7:00 PM
7:45 PM

God’s Commission to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
Ask for the Old Paths (Jeremiah 6:16)

Dub McClish
David Hartbarger

Sunday, June 8
9:00 AM
Nonconformity (Daniel 1)
10:00 AM
“If...But...Will” (Daniel 3)
		
Lunch Break
2:00 PM
The Man: Jeremiah
3:00 PM
The Man: Daniel
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Inability to Blush (Jeremiah 6:15)
7:45 PM
Will They Know There Is a Prophet (Ezekiel 2:5)

Brad Green
Roelf Ruffner
Tim Cozad
Jess Whitlock
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West

Monday, June 9
9:00 AM
The New Name (Isaiah 62:2)
10:00 AM
The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5)
11:00 AM
Perpetual Backsliding (Jeremiah 8)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
2:30 PM
The Man: Ezekiel
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Peace When There Is No Peace (Jeremiah 6:14)
7:45 PM
Jeremiah’s Gethsemane (Jeremiah 20:9)

Michael Hatcher
Wayne Blake
Lester Kamp
Paul Vaughn
Dave Watson

David Brown
Darrell Broking

Tuesday, June 10
9:00 AM
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)
10:00 AM
Broken Cisterns (Jeremiah 2:13)
11:00 AM
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2, 7)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Man: Isaiah
2:30 PM
God’s Watchmen (Ezekiel 33)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
God Rules (Daniel 4)
7:45 PM
A View of Pentecost (Isaiah 2:2-4)

Danny Douglas
Tim Smith
Ken Chumbley
Gene Hill
Bruce Stulting

Stacey Grant
Harrell Davidson

Wednesday, June 11
9:00 AM
The Glory of the Lord in Chebar (Ezekiel 3:23)
10:00 AM
The Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14)
11:00 AM
Jehoiakim’s Penknife (Jeremiah 36)
		
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
Strength from the Lord (Isaiah 40)
2:30 PM
The Good News of Salvation (Isaiah 61)
3:30 PM
OPEN FORUM
		
Dinner Break
7:00 PM
Turn and Live (Ezekiel 33:10)
7:45 PM
The False Prophets (Ezekiel 13)

Geoff Litke
Daniel Denham
Dub Mowery
Sherman Offord
Loy Hardesty

Lee Moses
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Elaine Maxey		
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Marilyn Hall
William Weekley
Alice Williams (scheduled for surgery on
June 12 at Baptist Hospital)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter, Sacred Heart Hospital)

New Address

Lannette Williams address is: Pensacola
Health Care; 1717 West Avery Street; Pensacola, FL 32501. Her telephone number is
439-2021. Please update your directory.

Reading/Invitation
June 4, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Henry Born
June 11, 2008
Bellview Lectures

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
June 7-11, 2008
33rd Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme - Preaching From The Major
Prophets.
June 15, 2008
Lectureship critique meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
June 25, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

Pantry Items

Canned Meats
Canned Vegetables
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“We Gave No Place”
Ken Chumbley

The title of this article is taken from what the
apostle Paul wrote to the churches of Galatia:
Then fourteen years after I went up again
to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that
gospel which I preach among the Gentiles,
but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or
had run, in vain. But neither Titus, who was
with me, being a Greek, was compelled to
be circumcised: And that because of false
brethren unawares brought in, who came
in privily to spy out our liberty which we
have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring
us into bondage: To whom we gave place
by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the
truth of the gospel might continue with you
(Gal. 2:1-5).

We gave no place is translated in the NKJV as
“we did not yield.” Here Paul is referring to the
meeting that was held in Jerusalem the details of
which are recorded for us by Luke in Acts 15. This
meeting of Paul with the other apostles in Jerusalem came about as a result of the Judaizing teachers
who were insisting that Gentiles had to, essentially,
become Jews in order that they might be saved.
Earlier, there had been a dispute when certain men
came to Antioch from Judea who were teaching that
Gentiles could not be saved unless they were circumcised “after the manner of Moses.” This teaching was challenged by Paul and Barnabas and is
was determined that they, along with others should
go to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles and elders there regarding this matter (Acts 15:1-2). At
that Jerusalem meeting some who were from the
“sect of the Pharisses” that believed insisted: “That
it was needful to circumcise them, and to command

them to keep the law of Moses” (Acts 15:5). At the
conclusion of the meeting in Jerusalem, after such
had been discussed, it was decided that such was
not necessary. Notice what James, speaking for the
assembled apostles and elders, said: “For it seemed
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you
no greater burden than these necessary things; That
ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do
well. Fare ye well” (Acts 15:28-29). Such was not
merely the determination of men but also the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Such false teachers were
continuing to trouble the churches, particularly in
Galatia and, in so doing, they were perverting the
Gospel and turning brethren away from the Lord to
a different Gospel (Gal. 1:6-7).
Note, Paul did not “give place by subjection
(“yield submission”—NKJV) for even one hour
to these false teachers. That is, he did not compromise, he did not budge, he did not give place
or yield an inch of strategic ground to these false
teachers. Paul illustrates his unyielding stance in
refusing to allow Titus to be circumcised according
to Jewish rites. In this context, it would have meant
compromising with religious error. Why was Paul
so unyielding? He stated his reason: “that the truth
of the gospel might continue with” the Galatians

(Gal. 2:5). The clear implication of this statement is
that if Paul had compromised, the truth would not
have continued with the Galatian brethren.
Even in the 21st century Christians are also
tempted to compromise in many ways. Sometimes those temptations come from without and
sometimes they come from within, from what
Paul referred to as “false brethren.” It matters not
what the source of such temptation might be, but it
does matter that we do not “give place” or “yield”
to such temptation. To do so would mean that the
truth could not continue with us (Gal. 2:5). If we are
called upon by some to compromise the doctrine
of the one church, the New Testament pattern of
worship, the plan of salvation, to ignore the biblical
teaching on fellowship and fellowship false teachers, etc., for us to “give place” or “yield” would
be to accept error and the truth would not continue
with us. Such is a very serious matter. Salvation
cannot exist apart from the truth (John 8:32; 17:17;
Rom. 1:16).
Realizing what is at stake, let us maintain the
resolve that the apostle Paul had when he refused to
compromise with error that it might also be said of
us that we did not “give place” or “yield” to compromise of the truth.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

Law and Grace
Franklin Camp

A major problem in religion today is a misconception of law and grace. A failure to grasp the
subject is fatal to the soul. Grace is the foundation
of redemption. The one who errs here will miss
heaven (Eph. 2:8-10). A cardinal fallacy is the doctrine that law excludes grace. This position creates
paramount issues. If grace excludes law, it excludes
obedience. Law is essential to obedience. One must
have something to obey. One cannot obey nothing.

The religious world generally denies the necessity
of obedience in becoming a Christian. Some equate
obedience with works that do not save. But James
2:14-26—along with other passages—cannot be
harmonized with the doctrine of “faith alone.”
Others know obedience is essential, yet struggle
in trying to exclude law, but not obedience. If grace
excludes law, no door is open for obedience. If law
excludes grace, one of two things must follow: ei-

Prayers
Tim Smith

Paul told our long departed Thessalonian
brethren to, “Pray without ceasing,” that is,
to have regularly scheduled prayers. Paul’s
inspired pen indicated that prayers were to
be made for the leaders of the nations, the
sick, the healthy, the preachers, the lost and
a host of others. We should ask God to forgive us, to help us do better in the future, to
protect our loved ones, to prosper the work
of the church, etc. Our prayers should be
for ourselves, but not for ourselves exclusively. We must be careful not to be selfish
in our petitions! Pray for others! Pray for
the ability to serve others. Pray for the good
of others. Pray for the work He gave us to
do. Pray without ceasing.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

ther there is not room for obedience, or if obedience is essential, one must explain what must be
obeyed. One may say “commandments” must be
obeyed, but this will not resolve the issue. A difference in “command” and “law” cannot be explained
by those who reject law but want to retain commands. Law and commandments are synonymous
terms throughout the Bible (Psa. 119:1-6).
Does grace exclude obedience to the commands
of the gospel? The gospel has commands (1 Cor.
14:37). God would not provide salvation by grace
and give commands that conflict with grace. Some
say grace and commands harmonize. If grace and
commands harmonize, grace and law also harmonize. The exclusion of law excludes commands.
There is no way one can exclude law and include
commands. Denominational preachers try to avoid
the problem by teaching obedience is not essential

in becoming a Christian, but is necessary for the
Christian. When pressed, they will deny that one’s
obedience is not important. Thus, they find themselves in a strange situation—obedience is important, but not required.
Let me raise some questions for those teaching
that grace excludes law. Is grace no longer essential after becoming a Christian? When one is saved
by grace, does he then live the Christian life by
law without grace? Surely not. Does it not follow
that one obeys after becoming a Christian and that
obedience does not conflict with grace? When the
Christian obeys, what is obeyed? If commands, it
is law.
One not only becomes a Christian by faith, but
the Christian lives by faith (Gal. 2:11, 20). One
cannot live the Christian life by faith alone—that
is, faith minus obedience. Then why think one may
become a Christian by faith minus obedience?
No one denies a Christian must be obedient (Heb.
5:8-9). What does the Christian obey? Is it law? If
not, what does he obey? If law, then law does not
exclude grace. Christians are not sinlessly perfect.
That kind of imperfection requires grace.
There is the second law of pardon for the Christian. I do not hesitate to refer to it as the law of
pardon for a Christian. When a Christian sins, he
must repent (Acts 8:22). He must confess his sin
and pray (1 John 1:7-9; Acts 8:22).
Would one deny that a Christian must obey
these commands? When one obeys them, is it submission to law? Does one’s obedience cancel out
grace? When one is forgiven, it must be in one of
two ways—merit or grace. When a Christian sins,
repents, confesses it, and prays, he has submitted to
law and receives pardon. Obedience is necessary,
but it does not earn pardon.
If the second law of pardon does not conflict
with grace, why would the first law of pardon—the
one for the alien? Grace does not exclude law if
correctly interpreted.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Nellie Read
William Weekley		
Dot Brantley
Alice Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Elaine Maxey who passed
away on June 5. Elaine taught children’s
classes for many years and for over eight
years, Elaine and her husband Harold were
responsible for the Bible Correspondence
Course. Please keep Elaine’s family in your
prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Paul and Elward Brantley in the death of
their brother, Ervin, on June 3. Please keep
Paul and Elward and their families in your
prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Reading/Invitation
June 18, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Paul Brantley
June 25, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Bill Busch

Mark These Dates
June 15, 2008
Lectureship critique meeting after
the evening service, in room 1.
June 25, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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The Importance of a Father’s Influence
Gene Hill

In reading various articles on the family, one
item that stands out is the positive influence a
strong male figure has. This is not to downplay the
very obvious impact of a woman in a household,
so much as it is to hold up that which has been suppressed by the Politically Correct crowd. Without
an intact family, that is, having both a male and a
female in the home, who are married to each other,
a variety of things occur. Incomplete families, or
one in which the adult male and female are not
married to each other, are more likely to experience
a higher incidence of poverty, violence, inferior
education of the children, higher substance abuse,
sexual promiscuity, and earlier occurrences of such
for the children. While there are many reasons cited, the one reason cited most consistently as being
a root cause, is that the adult male figure is not the
biological father and/or is not married to the adult
female. There is something unique about a strong
manly influence in the home that seeps out into so-

ciety at large. We are not impugning the woman’s
influence at all, merely focusing on the man’s.
There are some very basic things that I as a man
am able to do that only I as husband and father can
do. I demonstrate love and respect for God (Mark
12:29-30), for my wife and the mother of my children (Eph. 5:21-31), for my children (Eph. 6:4;
1 Tim 3:4), for my neighbor (Mark 12:31; Rom.
13:9), and for my country (Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Tim.
2:1-2). As a Christian man, I demonstrate strength
(1 Cor. 16:13), humility (Isa. 6:5), submission (Jam.
4:7; John 4:23-24), service (Mat. 25:31-39), and a
willingness to prepare for and to assume leadership
(1 Tim. 3:1-8), and demonstrating how it is done as
an adult male.
My family learns by my words and through
my actions, what male Christian character is all
about. They learn purity of speech (Psa. 37:30;
Pro. 16:21-24; Eph. 4:29), soberness (Tit. 2:11-12;
1 Pet. 5:8), chasteness (Rom. 13:13; Col. 3:5; 1 The.

4:3), true spirituality (Luke 10:42; Psa. 51:6; Rom.
8:4), the value of work (Pro. 10:4-5; 13:11; 22:29;
27:23-27; 1 Tim. 5:8) from an adult male perspec-

2008 Bellview Lectures
Preaching From The
Major Prophets

Video of the lessons can be viewed on our
website at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
If you would like to order the hardcover
book or DVDs of the lectures please contact the
office.

tive. Little boys learn how to be real men, and little
girls learn how to identify a true man when they see
one in their Christian father.
A true Christian man loves his God, his family
and his country, and is not shy about demonstrating it. The church needs real men to step forward
and assume their proper place. Our country needs
faithful Christian men to turn back the tide of darkness that threatens to engulf our land and carry us
away. Our wives and families need such men to
provide for and protect them. Of all the titles worn
and awards won by man, truly Christian Father is
the greatest and most rewarding.
120 Stonewall Dr; Indianola, MS 38751

Why Are There So Many “Churches” in the First
Place? A Good Question...
Johnny Oxendine

Our Wednesday night class is addressing questions regarding false doctrines and the establishment of various “churches.” We would look at some
of the reasons they exist. One reason we have so
many churches is because of something that John
wrote. He said in 1 John 4:1: “Beloved, believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out
into the world.” Indeed there are many false prophets that have gone out into the world and some of
these false prophets have created churches of their
own. This is part of Satan’s plan to divide the followers of Christ. The Bible teaches that if it is to
his benefit that Satan can transform himself into an
angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). We go on to read in
the next verse: “Therefore it is no great thing if his
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness” (11:15). In other words, there are
people in the world today who appear to be ministers of righteousness but who are actually working
for Satan. How do you know the difference? “Try
[test] the spirits whether they are of God.”

Another reason we have so many churches
is because many are not content to be just Christians. They want to be Christians of a particular sort. This was the problem that the church at
Corinth was having. Paul rebuked them because
they were calling themselves after something other
than Christ. Today many want to say that they are
Baptist-Christians, Methodist-Christians, Presbyterian-Christians, Pentecostal-Christians, Lutheran-Christians, etc. What was Paul’s response to
this type of thinking? He said, “Is Christ divided?
was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in
the name of Paul?” (1 Cor. 1:13). Instead of being
followers of the one who was crucified for them,
instead of being content to be followers of the one
in whose name they were baptized, they wanted to
be known as Paul-Christians or Peter-Christians,
or Apollos-Christians. They were not content with
just being mere Christians.
The third reason we have so many churches is
because many simply want their own way. They
want their way so much that they are willing to al-

low a church to be divided over their own opinions.
They confuse their opinion with what the Scriptures teach. To avoid this requires that we study and
know what the Bible teaches so we do not pawn
off our own opinions as biblical teaching and so
we do not pawn off biblical teaching as our own
opinions. We ought to care more about the truth
than ourselves.
What would you like to do my friend? Do you
want the unity for which Jesus prayed? Will you
test the things that you believe against what the
Scriptures say? Do you want to be “just a Chris-

tian?” Then I offer you this challenge this very day.
Find a church. Question them regarding what they
believe and practice. If the Scriptures do not teach
it, then reject it. If they are doing what the Scriptures teach and only what the Scriptures teach, then
accept it and become part of that church today. It is
my personal conviction that the church of which I
am a member, the church that belongs to Christ—
the church of Christ—is doing exactly this, nothing
more and nothing less.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Drifting Away from God
Paul Vaughn
Respecting the sovereignty of God is the key to
the success of people. God must be honored; He
will not bless anyone who refuse to esteem Him. It
is written, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord” (Psa. 33:12). This passage plainly teaches
that the people whose God is the Lord are blessed.
The contrary to this is cursed are the people who do
not esteem God by following His will—obeying
His commands.
As a people, America is drifting away from
God. One of the results of this moving away from
God is the destruction of the traditional family. For
the first time in the history of the United States
the traditional marriage has discontinued to be the
chosen living arrangement in the majority of the
households in this country. The U.S. Census Bureau stated that 49.2% of the homes today are made
up of traditional marriage. While 50.2% choose
other types of living arrangements.
Why has the moral picture changed so drastically in America? First, there is a large portion
who claim to be a “Christian,” who are willing
to accept an immoral living arrangement and ignore God’s standard for marriage. Second, there
is an abundant supply of “clergy” who refuse to

acknowledge God’s will for marriage or they have
perverted God’s pattern for marriage and divorce.
There are too many Christians who prefer to be entertained during worship, so they can leave feeling
good. There are very few who come to worship to
hear the whole council of God so they can leave
being good because they have heard the Gospel
preached. No wonder the traditional marriage is in
the minority today.
America will continue to drift away from God
unless Christians take a stand for what is morally
right in God’s sight. God gives all of us the right to
choose to follow Him. Joshua said:
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will
serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side
of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord (Jos.
24:15).
But, only those who respect and follow God
will be blessed.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Nellie Read
William Weekley
Dot Brantley (West Florida Hospital)
Alice Williams (Baptist Hospital)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

Reading/Invitation
June 25, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Bill Busch
July 2, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
June 25, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
July 12, 2008
Baby shower for Elizabeth Totty at
3:00 pm at Phyllis Brantley’s home.
July 13, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 23, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
July 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
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BISHOPS:
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WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Eunices, Loises and Timothys!
Danny Douglas

Thanks be to God for all the godly mothers of
this congregation. Consider how many faithful children of God there are today who were influenced
to serve Christ by a godly mother and grandmother.
Many Christian parents, gospel preachers, faithful
elders and deacons, Bible teachers, and other faithful members could say that “mother” was the ma
jor influence on them in obeying Christ.
Consider Timothy. Timothy was a young soldier
of Christ and preacher of the Gospel (2 Tim. 2:3;
4:1-5). His mother and grandmother had a powerful influence upon him, as Paul’s words indicate:
I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee
in my prayers night and day; Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy
tears, that I may be filled with joy; When
I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy

grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also
(2 Tim. 1:3-5).
The Scriptures, which Timothy knew from
childhood, were the source of his unfeigned faith
(Rom. 10:17). The Bible states: “But continue thou
in the things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned
them; And that from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14-15). No doubt, Eunice had a godly mother in Lois, and Timothy had a godly mother
in Eunice, who were concerned about instilling a
knowledge and respect for God and His Word into
their children
Parents and grandparents, the next time we are
tempted to miss Worship or Bible Study, to neglect
to pray with our children at home, to fail to teach
our children the Word of God, or to not seek first

the kingdom of God and His righteousness in any
other way (Mat. 6:33), consider Timothy! “Timothys” do not happen by accident, they are molded
by hearts and hands that are devoted to God! We
thank the Father in heaven for parents and grand-

parents like Lois and Eunice, and for godly children
like Timothy! “Thou therefore endure hardness, as
a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3).
517 Gaylord St; Dresden, TN 38225



Thoughts on Truth



Dub McClish

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus: “What is truth” (John
18:38)? Many today echo his question. Many have
been persuaded to believe there are no absolutes,
but that all principles and values are on a sliding
scale. In his book, Situation Ethics, the Humanist, Joseph Fletcher, states this popular philosophy
plainly: “Truth is only relative and may vary from
time to time, place to place, culture to culture and
individual to individual…. No law or principle or
value is good as such—marriage or anything, but
love.” In religion, this philosophy means that there
are no absolutes relating to truth or error, right or
wrong. In morals, it ultimately means that even incest or bestiality are permissible as long as they can
be credited to “love.”
This view denies that any given proposition
(e.g., “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God”—Mat. 16:16) is absolutely right or wrong.
Such relativism is the forerunner of what philosophers are now calling “postmodernism,” in which
everyone’s views are his own “truth,” even though
their views may be directly contradictory. Those
who subscribe to this premise recognize no such
thing as doctrinal truth to be proclaimed and defended or doctrinal error to be refuted and exposed.
(Could this commonly held concept help explain
why it is increasingly difficult to find honest and
good hearts who will study the Bible and who are
seeking the Truth?)
What was Jesus’ concept of “truth?” He identified the Word of God as “truth” (John 17:17).
While this expression implies that our Father does
not lie, Jesus meant far more than this. Here, and in

numerous other passages, the Lord (and later the
apostles) used truth in an objective, absolute sense.
Thayer’s Lexicon defines the term Jesus used,
translated truth, in reference to religion, as follows:
“The truth, as taught in the Christian religion, respecting God and the execution of his purposes
through Christ,... opposed alike to the superstitions
of the Gentiles, the inventions of the Jews, and to
the corrupt opinions and precepts of false teachers
even among Christians” (26). Simply put, God’s
Truth in His Word stands apart from the confused
opinions of men and applies equally in all times
and situations and for all people, unless that Truth
itself specifies otherwise.
Jesus was the perfect embodiment of the Truth
(John 14:6). He not only personified the Truth,
but He revealed it to men and bore witness to it
by His mighty works (John 1:17; 18:37; 20:30-31;
et al.). Before He left the earth, He promised the
apostles He would send them the “Spirit of truth”
who would guide them into “all the truth” (John
16:12-13). The very words they preached and
wrote are the Truth because God revealed them
through His Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-13). The teaching
of Scripture is Truth, whether men ignore, reject,
pervert, or believe it, just as 2 + 2 = 4 regardless of
how men “feel” about it or even if all men reject it.
So it is with God’s Truth. Spiritual and moral Truth
does exist (just as mathematical “truth” does). Jesus identifies it in general as the Bible, and specifically, the New Testament, which is God’s law for
all men since Christ died on the cross.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201











The Inconvenient Congregation
Lynn Parker
From time to time we come across people who
come looking for a congregation because it is close
to home, or has a nice building. Some people look
for a congregation that has lots of young people or
maybe an exciting youth “program.” Some people
measure congregations on the length of sermons
and want to be in a congregation that has short
worship assemblies. We have heard of people that
were seeking a congregation on the basis of social
status—they wanted to be where the influential
community leaders attend. Some people want a
congregation with money. Some want a congre
gation that is superficially friendly but certainly not
too demanding.
We want to be honest—this congregation is
filled with inconvenience. I have never seen a congregation where more families drive longer distances to be part of the worship and work of the
church. Some come from Austin, some from San
Antonio, some from “The Far East” (Stockdale,

Seguin), and lots of other points in between. They
teach classes, knock doors, clean and repair the
building, evangelize the lost, and restore the erring.
They spend time, effort, and money for the Lord’s
cause in this area.
Brethren here expect each other to be actively
involved and working for the Lord (Heb. 10:24).
We expect every member to be present at every
worship assembly and Bible class. We each expect
the other to live lives of purity. But then, does the
Lord not expect that of every brother and sister?
Convenient??? Hardly! But then we are blessed
with a group of folks who by and large are not seek
ing convenience but rather truth. They are not looking to be coddled and pampered but challenged to
grow and mature in Christ. Nope, we are not convenient. We are an inconvenient congregation!
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638

The ABCs of Christian Living
A-ccept the fact that no one is perfect.
B-ible study is absolutely essential.
C-ount your many blessings.
D-ig deeply for worthwhile causes.
E-njoy the simple things in life.
F-ight for that which is right.
G-o to church services every opportunity.
H-elp the needy.
I- cannot do everything, but I can do something.
J-ust a cup of cold water in His name will receive
a reward.
K-eep on keeping on even when others falter.
L-ove your enemies!
M-ost people do not intend to go to hell.
N-ext time turn the other cheek

O-pen your heart and let God’s love in.
P-eople will not always be on your side.
Q-uality of life is more important that quantity of
life.
R-eturn good for evil.
S-elfishness has ruined many congregations.
T-hankfulness is never untimely.
U-nderstand your leaders’ problems.
V-ictory is yours in Christ Jesus!
W-orry is your worst enemy.
X-ray your life and not the lives of others.
Y-earn for Heaven.
Z-est for living is no substitute for living in Christ.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Nellie Read
William Weekley		
Alice Williams
Dot Brantley		
Rubye Bailey
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)

Reading/Invitation
July 2, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Bill Crowe
July 9, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
July 12, 2008
Baby shower for Elizabeth Totty at
3:00 pm at Phyllis Brantley’s home.
July 13, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 23, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
July 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
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The Inconvenient Church
Lynn Parker

Do not ever underestimate the church of Christ.
The Lord’s church was born in the mind of God. It
is the precious body of the slain and risen Savior
(Col. 1:18). The church was purchased at an awful cost—the blood of Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28).
It is not an afterthought of heaven—the church is
indeed so valuable that Christ “gave himself up
for it” (Eph. 5:25). It is not, then, a garden club or
a fraternal order for folks with nothing else to do
on Sundays. Neither is the church merely a social
association or a fashion review. Membership in
God’s church is not for political advancement. It
is far more than getting a check mark in heaven for
one hour of weekly attendance. Men may say the
church is unimportant—God tells us exactly the
opposite.
Disciples of our Lord were not asked to follow the Master only into fields of daisies or calm
rose gardens. The church was never intended to be
one of convenience. The followers of Christ were

not promised only calm seas and smooth sailing.
Christians are not “I want” folks—they are ser
vants and followers. They walk with the Savior in
joy and peace, true enough (Rom. 14:17), but they
are also bidden to follow into the dark recesses of
Gethsemane. “And he saith unto them, My soul
is exceeding sorrowful even unto death: abide ye
here, and watch” (Mark 14:34). Early saints were
beaten, jailed, and killed for the Lord’s cause. Even
today the faithful find adversaries and trials. If your
priority is finding a religion of convenience, look
elsewhere, friend. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me” (Mat. 16:24). Christianity will not leave you
alone—it challenges you to greater heights (Phi.
3:12-14). The devoted follower of Jesus Christ
is never content with the status quo but is always
seeking to better himself. He meekly accepts the
correction of the Word (Jam. 1:21). He is keenly

aware of his faults and flaws and recognizes his absolute dependence on God (1 Cor. 10:12; Gal. 6:1).
He thinks of others before himself and seeks the
good of the kingdom (Rom. 15:1; 1 The. 5:11). His
priorities are clear (Mat. 6:33). The church needs
such soldiers, workers, defenders, and humble servants—they are the only ones who will see heaven
at the end of life. The church simply does not need
lukewarm, pew-warming, Bible-dumb, forever
griping, pride-filled, status-seeking, money-loving,
just-like-the-world members. We have enough of
those in the brotherhood.
If you want convenience, go to the corner store.
Go to the drive-through window at the “Golden

Arches.” But do not ever view our Lord’s church
as a convenience. It was not convenient for Christ
to purchase it, and it was not convenient to be a
Christian in the first century. It still is not convenient to be a Christian. It takes effort, dedication,
zeal, humility, and sacrifice. If your walk is always
easy and convenient, it is not the walk of a Christian. And if, in fact, you are looking for a convenient church, you are not seeking the one Christ
built. The one you are looking for is not in the New
Testament. It is in the yellow pages under “H” for
“hell-bound.”
1650 Gander Slough Rd; Kingsbury, TX 78638

The Goodness of God
Paul Vaughn
There are millions of people throughout the
world who are searching for God. They seek to find
Him in different ways and different places. They
look for God through the eyes of a moralist, in the
face of a child, in philanthropic humanitarianism,
and in world religions. Books written by men have
impeded the progress in this quest for God. The
writings of Confucius, Hinduism, denominationalism, Judaism, and Islam have brought about confusion. Yet, God can be found if one just looks to the
means that He has provided for this search. God
has given man the Scriptures so man can be complete in his knowledge about God. “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim.
3:16-17).
It is in the Scriptures that man can learn about
the nature of God. God is love: “He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 John 4:8).
God is merciful, kind, and gracious (Exo. 34:6;
Luke 6:35; Num. 14:18). It is written, “Justice and

judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy
and truth shall go before thy face” (Psa. 89:14).
God’s judgment is just because it is according to
truth. Those who reject the truth of God will receive their just reward. “But unto them that are
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath” (Rom. 2:8).
Therefore, God is both good and just!
This study will focus on the Goodness of God.
It is a reality that God is good. Good can be used
in many different ways. An honest man is often described as being good. One may have many good
friends or good neighbors. There are many things
that are good. A computer can be called good because it is useful in writing or research.
Good is also used to describe moral goodness.
In this principle, the goodness of God is described.
David used this type of logic in describing the moral character of God. He said, “Good and upright
is the Lord: therefore will he teach sinners in the
way” (Psa. 25:8). In this wonderful verse, one can
see that God provides instructions for man to walk
the pathway of righteousness. Those in sin can be











freed from the guilt and iniquity if they humbly
obey the instructions of God. The goodness of God
has provided the way of escape from the penalty
for sin.
Good is translated from the Greek word agathos. It “describes that which, being ‘good’ in its
character or constitution, is beneficial in its effect”
(Unger and White). Goodness means “that which
is moral, ethical, righteous, and faultless in and of
itself.” God is the sum total of all perfection. Therefore, goodness is an attribute of God!
God is good. Because He is good, we have a
moral and ethical standard that is righteous and
faultless. The good in our society does not come

from man, but God. God directs man through His
Word to walk the pathway of righteousness. Seeking and doing that which is good in His sight. How
much better this world would be if mankind would
follow God’s moral and ethical standard. The
world can be changed for the good. It begins with
us seeking to do that which is good in the sight of
God, because God is good.
Work Cited

Unger, Merril F., and William White, Jr. W. E. Vine: An
Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. Nashville,
TN: Thomas Nelson, 1985.

1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

“Too Busy”
Tim Smith

Recently I got to the task of answering letters
and acknowledging cards and the likes for the first
time in months—some dating all the way back to
August of last year. I have always been slow to
write—and not much of a hand at it, penmanship
wise; but with the availability of computers the
penmanship issue is not as much of an impediment
as it used to be. Time is the culprit now. There are
so many things vying for our time that something,
seemingly, has to give. It is a shame that letter writing is not as common as it once was, but it is not.
On the computer, via e-mail, people usually write
notes—not the letters that we once knew. Letters
have a value about them—they can teach us more
than we realize.
For example, often in the olden times people
would go in great detail giving family histories and
contemporary events and successes and failures and
hopes and disappointments—in short, they chronicled their lives. While for the historians among us
that is interesting, it is also beneficial to the person
writing and persons reading both then and (should
they survive) many generations later. Diaries also
do basically the same thing, but people do not keep

diaries like they once did. Recently I received a diary kept by my great-uncle Lawrence Gray of his
life in 1902. The things he recorded were mostly
‘run of the mill’—very few spectacular events are
chronicled. He wrote of purchases and sales and
work and social events. Little things—the things of
which daily life is made. As I sat reading his lines,
I could not help thinking about life in a way that
was totally different from the way in which I would
normally think of it. I imagined and speculated and
compared. It made me understand my life today in
a new light—by a different standard.
Diaries and letters give us a chance to reduce to
a few lines the great and complicated decisions that
have contributed to making us who we are. They
make us think. They also, if truth is respected, can
help us direct our future steps more carefully, lest
we be forced to write something of which we are
ashamed. That kind of thinking is beneficial. We
ought to do more of it. It would help us, our children, their children, and on. So, will I start writing
more letters? Keeping a diary? Probably not. I am
too busy. I will just keep thinking about it.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Dot Brantley
Nellie Read		
Rubye Bailey
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Laura Swayne in the death of her father,
Harold Hinds, on June 29. Please keep
Laura in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
July 9, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
July 16, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
July 12, 2008
Baby shower for Elizabeth Totty at
Phyllis Brantley’s home at 3:00 pm.
July 13, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

Sermons on the Internet

Video sermons can be viewed on our
website at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/sermons.php
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The Glory of the Local Church
Danny Douglas
God’s design is for Christians to worship Him
and work for Him in the local church. The local
church is an important aspect in His eternal plan
and purpose for the body of Christ, for which He
died (Eph. 3:8-12; 5:25; Acts 20:28). In the local
church, the wisdom of God can be seen. Each congregation is autonomous and independent of each
other (cf. Acts 14:23). The churches of Christ are
not controlled by any earthly central governing
board or authority. Thus, if one congregation falls
away from the faith, the others do not necessarily
do so. The governing authority over the church is
Christ in Heaven (Mat. 28:18; Phi. 3:20). Authorization for all that the church is to do and teach is
found in His Word (cf. Col. 3:17; 2 John 9).
After his conversion to Christ, when Saul (Paul)
came to Jerusalem: “he assayed to join himself to
the disciples” (Acts 9:26a). He understood that
when he went to a new locality, he was to work

with the local church which was made up of disciples or Christians (cf. Acts 11:26). Today, all Christians are to be a part of the Lord’s work in a local
congregation that is faithful to Him. If there is no
true church of Christ locally, then Christians there
are to establish one.
Today, no organization, school, or agency is to
circumvent the local church. For example, no group
of men comprising an educational institution is to
interfere or intermeddle with the affairs of a local
congregation of God’s people—although there are
those who so do.
Each local group of Christians comprising the
body of Christ in a community are to follow the
Word of God and uphold the Truth. Their first obligation is to Christ Who is the Head (cf. Eph. 5:23;
Col. 1:18). As the “pillar and ground of the truth,”
the loyalty of the church is to be to Christ, by obedience to His Word (cf. 1 Tim. 3:15). The glory of

the local church can be seen in the symbolic words
of John, as he described the seven churches of Asia
as “seven golden candlesticks” (cf. Rev. 1:11-12,
20). As gold is precious, so is the local church, and
as a candlestick upholds light, so the local church is
to uphold the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ.

How beautiful and glorious is the local church! Let
us be loyal and faithful servants of Christ in the local church of Christ! “The churches of Christ salute
you” (Rom. 16:16b)!
517 Gaylord St; Dresden, TN 38225

Is There Hope?
Bill Jackson

The history of men and nations shows us that
things spiritually and morally swing to the extremes. In the Bible we see it in the history of Israel, and we have seen it in church history now for
nearly 2000 years. There are periods when people
are spiritually inclined, and periods when they are
spiritually and morally depraved. Time passes, and
then—perhaps after much depravity—people tire
of their own mess, and begin to work back toward
decency. As we stated, it swings from one extreme
to the other. If the world stands, perhaps there is
hope. Men are getting the sense that the population is tired of the drugs, the alcohol, the crime, the
abortion, etc., and men are getting the sense we are
better off in an earlier time of morality and spirituality.
Someone called my attention to an article
wherein one man was howling about the lack of
Bible emphasis in his own denomination. No less a
figure than Paul Harvey, just last week, [when the
article was written] was lamenting the trend toward
liberalism in “mainline” churches, and that the emphasis was on the social and recreational rather
than on Bible teaching. Ah, if these “winds” keep
blowing across the land and gain in force and inten-

sity, we may yet see a turnaround!
Sadly, in Israel and in church history, when the
turnabout comes, it comes only after generations of
people have been lost. These, in backsliding from
God and from the right way, form the then majority
bent on traveling the broad way leading to destruction (Mat. 7:13). Recovery comes at the expense
of multitudes being lost in the rejection of the only
hope they had! It is a true fact, and regrettable, but
the truth remains. In the current liberalism affecting
the church of the Lord, we are losing so many either to denominationalism or to infidelity—including so very many of our young people—and it is
terribly, terribly sad! If the world stands and we see
a brighter, nobler, and more spiritual day, it will be
at the cost of so many souls lost. The reality of sin
and Satan makes it so.
In sum, we like the signs that speak that people
are tiring of their own moral and spiritual mess and
are restless to do something about it. There is, in
this a ray of hope. We may yet see, as we have in
the past, “restoration movement” in the kingdom
leading us back to the needed Bible emphasis. Yea,
and may it speed its way to us!
Deceased

Lessons from Howard Hughes

Howard Hughes was born in 1906 in Houston,
Texas. His mother died when he was 15 and his
father who had invented the rotary drill bit and 166
cutting edges, and later formed the Hughes Aircraft Corporation, left Howard, Jr. billions. In fact,

at one time, he was the richest man in the world.
In the 1960s he sold much of his father’s company
and purchased gambling casinos. He died in 1976
with extreme phobias and drug addictions.
Howard Hughes came from a deeply religious

family of Gospel preachers. Howard’s great, great
grandfather was John Allen Gano. The dining hall
at Freed Hardeman University is named after this
pioneer preacher. His grandfather, W. B. Gano,
was a lawyer and faithful Gospel preacher. Gano’s
daughter, Allene, married Howard Hughes, Sr., the
father of Howard Hughes!

It only took one generation to separate Hughes
from the religious identity of the family. The separation cost him his mental, physical, and spiritual
well-being. How important it is for each of us to
pass on the rich heritage of our faith.
Author Unknown

An Inconvenient Truth
Ken Chumbley
Recently, we have heard the phrase an inconvenient truth many times because of the documentary(?) movie, “An Inconvenient Truth.” This article
is not being written to discuss the matter of climate
change or global warming, but it is important to
state that there is much disagreement among scientists as to whether global warming is actually taking place caused by man’s use of fossil fuels, etc.,
or whether we are simply seeing a cyclical change
that has been seen before. Interestingly enough, a
statement recently appeared on the Internet to remind us that the same NASA scientist who has been
in the vanguard of those who claim that humans
are causing global warming is the same scientist
who a little over twenty years ago was proclaiming
we were entering a new Ice Age brought about by
the use of fossil fuels. Thus, whether there is “an
inconvenient truth”—as the movie put forth as scientific fact—it has not been proven by science.
However, there is a real “inconvenient truth”
when it comes to the matter of the teaching of the
Bible. That “inconvenient truth” is the words of Jesus Christ. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me” (John 14:6). Jesus here claims that He
is “the way, the truth, and the life” not “a way, a
truth, and a life.” Jesus clearly claims that He is the
only way to God. This is an “inconvenient truth” to
many as they would like to believe there are many
ways to heaven and many truths. Either Christ, told
the truth when He stated these words, or His Word

is not to be trusted in any way.
Jesus also said, “I said therefore unto you, that
ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that
I am he, ye shall die in your sins” (8:24). Without
Christ, there is no forgiveness of sins. Scripture
teaches that all have sinned (Rom. 3:23). To find
the way to heaven, we must go through Christ—
Who makes the forgiveness of sins possible.
How can we get to Him Who is the Way? This
becomes “an inconvenient truth” to many religious
people. The Bible teaches that in order to have the
forgiveness of sins—which only comes through
Christ—we must be baptized for the remission of
sins (Acts 2:38). Belief alone is not enough (Mark
16:16). We get “into Christ,” Who is “the way,” by
being baptized into Him (Gal. 3:26).
Jesus also said:
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: Because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it
(Mat. 7:13-14).
Are you in the narrow way of Christ? Have
you been obedient to His will. He is the only way
to heaven. Do not be deceived into following the
broad way.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd;
Belvedere, SC 29841
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Nellie Read
Rubye Bailey
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)

Restored

Malcolm Wooton was restored to Christ
on July 6. Please keep Malcolm in your
prayers and offer him encouragement.

Reading/Invitation
July 16, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Ray Foshee
July 23, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Cary Parks

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
July 12, 2008
Baby shower for Elizabeth Totty at
Phyllis Brantley’s home at 3:00 pm.
July 13, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

Sermons on the Internet

Video sermons can be viewed on our
website at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/sermons.php
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Re-imagining 1 Corinthians 5 in Light of the
Brotherhood Today—What to Do?
Johnny Oxendine

In 1 Corinthians 5 the brethren knew that there
was sin/error in their presence, their very midst.
Paul did not need to be there to determine the validity of the reported charges—he says as much (5:1),
nor did he need to go speak to the accused party to
come to a decision about the situation. We would
like to look at this event again and re-imagine it
today.
What did these brethren decide to do, knowing
that this man was a sinner? Absolutely nothing! For
the sake of argument, could they not have known
enough (not really being there when everything
happened) because they were busy with other matters, or because they did not trust the vicious rumors
circulating about that good brother from others?
Yet, it took Paul (who was not in Corinth at the
time) to write them and implore them to withdraw

from this man (5:5ff)—to contend for the faith.
Considering the way they had conducted themselves thus far, we can only imagine how they
might initially receive this pronouncement (Paul
again...)! This situation is so strikingly similar to
many we hear of and face today that it should call
into question our thinking about sin and sinners.
Going back to Jude for a moment, we read that
he really wanted to write the brethren about the
wonderful salvation we share as Christians (that
would be uplifting!). He wanted to pen a positive
message, but says he was constrained (ASV) to
write that they also contend earnestly for the faith.
In other words, addressing the issues of sin (false
teachers/false doctrine) was more important at that
time than bringing a “harmonious balance” to their
lives.

(It does not suggest that Jude only focused on
these negative things, or did not consider evangelism or love essential—or whatever else the work
of the church entailed. It just meant that before
dealing with anything else, he wanted to clean up
the mess that had occurred. He wanted to remind
the brethren that they needed to address this before
other matters.)
Can we imagine the response by some to Paul’s
resisting of Peter to the face in Galatians 2 for what
would in this day and age be viewed as a minor
infraction or personality difference? All that happened was that Peter’s actions caused others to
take his side. Did no other brother but Paul see
what Peter was doing, or was Paul the only one
who cared enough about the sin to say something about it? I really cannot imagine some doing what Paul did then, just as brethren will not do
anything about sin today. We know it is there, but
we are just indifferent to it—like everyone was indifferent to Peter (because it was Peter?—and what

would happen to the church in Jerusalem if Peter
was rebuked or had to repent or was wrong?)
Recently I asked an elder (whom I had never
met before) about a document he said he read. All
I asked was if he thought that the information was
reflecting a scriptural position or if he thought it
was false teaching. He asked if I was there when
the statement was made! I said no, but there did
not appear to be any dispute about the accuracy or
position since it had been both transcribed and captured in audio (along with the fact that the author
admitted to those details). After a long hem haw, he
said he had no comment! My conclusion (opinion)
was that he knew the position to be false teaching, but was too cowardly to take a stand against
it (contend for the faith?—uh, no) for fear of some
repercussions or loss of privileges (maybe even
money, since that often determines whether to deal
with error).
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

They Say and Do Not
Brad Green

Recorded in Matthew 23 is a scathing reprimand
of the scribes and Pharisees who were supposed to
be shedding light on the truth to those who listened
but were instead injecting their own message.
The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever they
bid you observe, that observe and do; but
do not ye after their works: for they say,
and do not. For they bind heavy burdens
and grievous to be borne, and lay them
on men’s shoulders; but they themselves
will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for to be
seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their
garments, And love the uppermost rooms
at feasts, and the chief seats in the syna-

gogues, And greetings in the markets,
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi
(23:2-7).
What religion they practiced was merely for the
purpose of being seen as “religious.” They were
obviously teaching some truth, for Jesus commanded the people to “observe and do” that which
was in harmony with God’s will. However, the
scribes and Pharisees also went beyond God’s
Word in what they bound upon their listeners. They
went to extreme measures to “show” that they were
men of God, (i.e. “they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments”),
but they, themselves, were not practicing what they
preached. This led Jesus to rebuke,
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited

sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead
men’s bones, and of all uncleanness
(23:27).
There are many examples that could be given
in regards to how men today do the same things.
They are hypocrites because “they say, and do not”
(23:3). We will examine just a few for our learning
and admonition.
1. “They say,” “except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3), “and do
not.”
There are many in the religious world who rightfully contend that a man must acknowledge and
turn away from the sins that separate him from his
God, yet when they are confronted with error in
their own lives, they refuse to repent. “Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye;
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote
out of thy brother’s eye” (Mat. 7:5).
2. “They say,” “sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meekness
and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15), “and do not.”
Many sermons and bulletin articles have been
dedicated to this verse, yet some, who teach that
we must be ever ready to give a defense for what
we say and do, cower when they, themselves, are
called upon to give a defense. As I was taught in
Acts 17:30

“And the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men every where to
repent.”

2 Thessalonians 1:8-9

“In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power.”

Preaching School, “a position not worth defending
is a position not worth having.”
3. “They say, “Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son. If there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into your
house, neither bid him God speed: For he
that biddeth him God speed is partaker
of his evil deeds” (2 John 9-11), “and do
not.”
Sadly, this passage has been ignored, probably, ever
since the day God said it. Even sadder is the fact
that men who once taught and practiced the truth in
regards to dealing with error and those who teach
error, now find themselves bidding God speed to
those who harbor and defend false teachers and
those who are living in public sin.
4. “They say,” “Come now, and let us reason
together” (Isa. 1:18), “and do not.”
When God called upon His people to “reason” with
Him, His desire was that by presentation of facts
and evidence, the people would see the error of their
ways and return unto Him. Today, many call for
unity but do not want to review facts or evidence,
they want to sweep them under the rug and pretend
that everything is O.K. Some are content with being ignorant of the facts and evidence so that they
can continue their involvement in and with certain
projects, individuals, and congregations without irritating their consciences. Those who try to remain
ignorant for such purposes would do well to study
Acts 17:30 and 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9.
Let us not follow the path of the scribes and
Pharisees. Let us love God and be faithful to His
commands. Christians have to make difficult decisions at times and when those times come, let us be
careful to examine the truth and ourselves so that
we only come to such conclusions as are in harmony with the facts and are pleasing to God.
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Nellie Read
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Betty Podgursky (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter)

Reading/Invitation
July 23, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Cary Parks
July 30, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
July 20, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 23, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
July 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
August 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm in room 7.

Lectures on the Internet

Videos of the 2008 lectures on Preaching From The Major Prophets and several
of the past lectures can be viewed on our
web site at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
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Biblical Interpretation
David B. Watson

I recently read the following comments in The
Patriot Post Digest dated July 7, 2006:
“Judge not, lest ye be judged.” It’s notable
that this text from the Bible has replaced
John 3:16 as Americans’ favorite scriptural
quotation—but what does it actually mean?
Is this ageless admonition really a call to
unmitigated tolerance over discernment between right and wrong? Is it really a biblical
nod of the head to the virtues of postmodern
morality and multicultural society?
Of course not. As Christ’s imperative against
judgment appears in the Gospel accounts, a
different picture emerges. With the Pharisees clearly in view, in the Sermon on the
Mount account of Matthew 7, and again in
Luke 6, “judge not” appears in the context of
the proverbial man who perceives the speck
that is in his brother’s eye, but not the log

that is in his own. The context, then, suggests a warning against hypocrisy, not moral
discernment. Indeed, the full imperative of
the passage encourages righteous judgment:
“first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your brother’s eye.”
Then, in John 7:24, taking aim at the Pharisees once again, Jesus makes another extraordinary statement: “Do not judge according to
appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” So, does Jesus really call his followers
to “judge not”? Not really. In the vocabulary
of theologians, this practice of isolating and
thereby misinterpreting a phrase or passage
from its context is called isogesis.
Other common examples of isogesis—
which we’ll leave to your own exegesis—
include the imperative “care for orphans

and widows” (James 1) to sanction a social,
and thereby governmental, responsibility;
“Neither was man created for woman, but
woman for man” (I Corinthians 11) as an
affirmation of male chauvinism; and “Love
keeps no record of wrongs” (I Corinthians
13) as a get-out-of-jail-free card for habitual
sin (http://archive.patriotpost.us/pub/06-27_
Digest/).
The title of the article in which these comments appeared was “Constitutional isogesis…”
The point of the article was that “The same fallacies that affect biblical interpretation also affect our
interpretation of the Constitution.” The conclusion
of the article was as follows:
Just as the problem of biblical and constitutional isogesis is essentially the same, so too
is the solution. For centuries, a fundamental
guiding principle has directed proper scriptural exegesis: Scripture interprets Scripture.
That is to say, the primary lens for understanding a text is the text elsewhere in the

Bible—thus, we interpret the Bible through
what the Bible says.
The author of the article is a conservative. He
would also claim to be a Christian although the
Bible would judge him to be a non-Christian. Yet,
even non-Christian conservatives know and recognize the improper practice of isogesis (isolating a
phrase or passage from its context) and that it results in misinterpretation. They also know and recognize the proper practice of exegesis (that Scripture interprets Scripture) and that the primary lens
for understanding a text is the text itself. Especially
is this true with the text: “Judge not, that ye be not
judged” (Mat. 7:1). There is a judgment that is condemned and there is a judgment that is commanded. The judgment that is condemned is hypocritical
judgment (Mat. 7:3). The judgment commanded is
righteous judgment (John 7:24). May we all learn
and apply these truths to our lives in every realm,
including both the religious and the political.
2490 Larkspur Ave; Middleburg, FL 32068

Why I am Glad to be a Member
of the Church of Christ!
Danny Douglas
Attacks against the church of Christ are nothing
new. In the first century, she was attacked physically and verbally (cf. Gal. 1:13; Acts 28:22). Satan hates the church. It destroys his work. He is the
archenemy of Christ, Who established the church
of Christ (Mat. 16:18). The church represents salvation, but Satan is doomed for eternal destruction
(Mat. 25:41). We ought to be exceeding glad to be
in the church of Christ. Here are some reasons.
1. It is the body of the saved (cf. Eph. 5:23). All
the saved were on Noah’s ark (cf. Gen. 6; 7; Heb.
11:7; 1 Pet. 3:20). In like manner, all saved people
today are in the church of Christ (Acts 2:47; Eph.

5:23). I want to be among the saved, not the lost!
2. It is the eternal kingdom. The kingdom of God
and the church of Christ came at the same time,
Pentecost Day after the resurrection (Acts 1:4-8;
Acts 2:1). One enters the kingdom and the church
in the same way, by being born again of water and
the Spirit (John 3:5; 1 Cor. 12:13). The same Head
rules over both, Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:13,
18; Mat. 28:18; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 1:9-11). The law
of Christ is the standard for both the kingdom and
the church (cf. Rom. 8:2; Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21).
Both are eternal, and cannot be destroyed (Dan.
2:44; Heb. 12:28; Mat. 16:18; Eph. 3:21). There-

fore, to be in the church of Christ is to be in the
kingdom of God. The religious bodies of men and
all things which God has not established will be
rooted up (cf. Mat.15:13-14).
3. Jesus Christ loves the church of Christ, and
gave Himself for it, shedding His own precious
blood to purchase her (Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28;
1 Pet. 1:18-19). Is it not grand to be a part of
something that He loves, rather than something
sinful that He hates and abhors (Heb. 1:9)?
4. The church of Christ was built by Him (Mat.
16:18), and it glorifies God. “Unto him be glory
in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen” (Eph 3:21). It is the
“house of God,…the pillar and ground of the truth”
(1 Tim. 3:15). It is to work for God and do His will
(Mat. 5:16; 7:21; 1 Cor. 15:58).

5. The church is that body which meets together
to worship God and study His Word (John 4:23-24;
Acts 2:42). It is the family that is to do good one for
another, and to “love one another with a pure heart
fervently” (1 Pet. 1:22; John 13:34-35), as brothers
and sisters in Christ. Is it not a great thing to be
a part of Christ’s house—the church (1 Tim. 3:15;
Heb. 3:6; Gal. 6:10; Mat. 5:16; 1 Pet. 2:5)? Let us
all love the church of Christ and do all that we can
to build her up, exalt her, and protect her (cf. Eph.
5:23-27)! In so doing we exalt Christ and bring
glory to God! Jesus said: “And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Mat. 16:18).
517 Gaylord St; Dresden, TN 38225

Out of Tune Out of Fellowship

Some years ago, musicians noted that errand
boys in a certain part of London all whistled out of
tune as they went about their work. It was talked
about and someone suggested that it was because
the bells of Westminster were slightly out of tune.
Something had gone wrong with the chimes and
they were discordant. The boys did not know there
was anything wrong with the peals, and quite unconsciously they had copied their pitch.
So we tend to copy the people with whom we
associate; we borrow thoughts from the books we
read and the programs to which we listen, almost
without knowing it.
God has given us His Word which is the absolute pitch of life and living. If we learn to sing by it,
we shall easily detect the false in all of the music of
the world. Man’s conscience is a wonderful thing,
as long as it is trained by the Word of Truth. When
trained by something other than the Word, a man’s
conscience will not hurt when the truth is violated
(cf. Acts 26:9).
Paul Harvey tells the story of the uncertain sol-

dier in our Civil War who, figuring to play it safe,
dressed himself in a blue coat and gray pants and
tip-toed out onto the field of battle. He got shot
from both directions!
The Bible is full of examples of individuals
who compromised in one form or another and their
ensuing losses. Lot who separated from Abram and
moved as far as Sodom (Gen. 13:12-13; 19:1-29),
Samson who compromised with Delilah (Jud. 16:12), and Solomon who loved many foreign women
(1 Kin. 11:1-4) are but a few examples.
What about times when we are tempted to compromise our faith or beliefs? Will we stay strong or
try and wear the blue and gray? Think about it!
Author Unknown

Lectures on the Internet

Videos of the 2008 lectures on Preaching
From The Major Prophets and several of the
past lectures can be viewed on our web site at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Nellie Read
Ray Foshee
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Betty Podgursky (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter)

Reading/Invitation
July 30, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Ray Pierce
August 6, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Fred Stancliff

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
July 30, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
August 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm in room 7.
August 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August, 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

Address Change

Charles and Alice Williams’ new address is: 7157 Inniswold Drive; Pensacola,
FL 32526. The telephone number is 7484413. Please update your directory.
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Biblical Interpretation
David B. Watson

I recently read the following comments in The
Patriot Post Digest dated July 7, 2006:
“Judge not, lest ye be judged.” It’s notable
that this text from the Bible has replaced
John 3:16 as Americans’ favorite scriptural
quotation—but what does it actually mean?
Is this ageless admonition really a call to
unmitigated tolerance over discernment between right and wrong? Is it really a biblical
nod of the head to the virtues of postmodern
morality and multicultural society?
Of course not. As Christ’s imperative against
judgment appears in the Gospel accounts, a
different picture emerges. With the Pharisees clearly in view, in the Sermon on the
Mount account of Matthew 7, and again in
Luke 6, “judge not” appears in the context of
the proverbial man who perceives the speck
that is in his brother’s eye, but not the log

that is in his own. The context, then, suggests a warning against hypocrisy, not moral
discernment. Indeed, the full imperative of
the passage encourages righteous judgment:
“first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your brother’s eye.”
Then, in John 7:24, taking aim at the Pharisees once again, Jesus makes another extraordinary statement: “Do not judge according to
appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” So, does Jesus really call his followers
to “judge not”? Not really. In the vocabulary
of theologians, this practice of isolating and
thereby misinterpreting a phrase or passage
from its context is called isogesis.
Other common examples of isogesis—
which we’ll leave to your own exegesis—
include the imperative “care for orphans
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What Can We Learn About Angels?
Paul Vaughn
There is much one can learn about angels. Angels are a fascinating subject to study in the Bible.
Everyone at one time or another is interested in angels. Angels are mentioned 273 times in the Scriptures. Angel literally means “messenger.” They are
primarily the ministers of God’s providence.
Angels are not phantoms but real created beings. They were created through Jesus at the beginning of time.
For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him (Col. 1:1617).
Therefore, they are not divine in nature.
Angels are wise but they are not all-knowing.
Jesus said that the angels did not know when the
end of time would end. “But of that day and hour

knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only” (Mat. 24:36). They are powerful
but not all-powerful. An angel moved the stone at
the tomb of Jesus (26:53), but, they are not as powerful as God.
Like man, angels are free moral agents. They
have a choice to obey or disobey God. Peter stated
that God cast the angels who sinned to hell.
For if God spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved
unto judgment (2 Pet. 2:4).
God made angels higher on the creation scale
than man, because man is made “a little lower than
the angels” (Heb. 2:7). Angels may be higher than
men but they must worship in holiness. “And let
all the angels of God worship him” (1:6). And angels must never be worshiped. Paul warned against
worshiping angels in his letter to the church of

Christ at Colosse.
Let no man beguile you of your reward in
a voluntary humility and worshipping of
angels, intruding into those things which he
hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind (Col. 2:18).
John was told not to worship angels.
And I John saw these things, and heard
them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell
down to worship before the feet of the angel
which shewed me these things. Then saith
he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy
fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of
this book: worship God (Rev. 22:8-9).
God has restricted the work of angels on earth
since the plan of redemption was delivered. Angels
do not tell a person how to be saved! It is through
the preaching of the Gospel of Christ that God’s
convincing, converting, and sustaining power is
given to believers, and angels do not preach the
Gospel. The preaching and teaching are delivered

through earthen vessels—man. “But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of us” (2 Cor.
4:7).
Jesus is superior to angels!
Being made so much better than the angels,
as he hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they. For unto which
of the angels said he at any time, Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And
again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall
be to me a Son? (Heb. 1:4-5).
The name “Son” is higher than the name angel.
This is why one must look to Jesus and His teaching for salvation from sins. There is a great deal one
can learn about angels and in this short article we
have only touched on this important subject. The
fundamental thing to remember is that Jesus is the
one we must follow and respect His authority, because He is God’s Son who died for us on the cross
and not an angel.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

The Church: Democracy or Absolute Monarchy?
Ken Chumbley

This year in the United States there will he a
Presidential election for a new President to lead the
nation for four years beginning at the end of January 2009. In addition there will be other national,
state, and local races in November to elect senators and representatives to represent the people in
Washington as well as state and local officials. Recently, there was an election in Pakistan in which it
became clear that the people did not want to continue under a dictatorship. Also, Fidel Castro, the Cuban dictator has stepped down as President. There
are hopes that this will be the beginning of the end
of dictatorship in Cuba and a return to democracy.
However, there is no certainty as to when or whether such is achieved. The idea of democracy and the
people choosing their leaders and, thereby, having

a say in how their nation is ruled is a popular one
and even in lands where such is not found there
are those who dream of changes that would bring
such about.
In the religious realm, we see the same desire
among many people particularly in denominationalism where rules and creeds can be changed by
“majority vote.” Sadly, such is also found in the
Lord’s church. I have known of congregations that
would not appoint elders because some who were
not qualified to serve would lose their power. Others want the power to change the “rules”—the laws
that have been set forth in the inspired Word of
God. The attitude among some is that if they do not
like them, they are free to change them by democratic vote of the majority. It is by such means that

congregations seek to “get around” teachings that
they do not like. Thus, there are those who have
turned aside from God’s law respecting marriage,
divorce, and remarriage, the music God requires in
worship, fellowship with false teachers, etc. While
such is permissible in a democratic society, such is
not true of the Lord’s church. The Lord’s church is
not a democracy but rather it is a monarchy (Jesus
Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords—Rev.
19:6). Furthermore, Christ’s kingdom is not like
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. Queen Elizabeth is a “constitutional” monarch in that she reigns at the pleasure of the people.
She does not make the laws of the land—they are
decided in Parliament by elected representatives of
the people. Christ’s kingdom is an absolute monarchy. That is, He has the power of rule and authority. No one—elder, preacher, or any other member
of the Lord’s church—or combination of such—
has the right, the power, or the authority to change
God’s law. Indeed, God’s Word places a condem-

nation upon those who would add to or take away
from God’s Word (Deu. 4:2; 12:32; Pro. 30:5-6).
Note specifically:
For I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any
man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in
this book: And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book (Rev.
22:18-19).
Ye, in civil government may we continue have
the freedoms that the constitution gives but may we
never seek to apply the same standard to the kingdom of Christ remembering that He has all power
and authority (Mat. 28:18).
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

That Good Fight of Faith
Curtis L. E. Graves

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). Have
you ever thought of the Christian life as a fight?
Does it seem peculiar to think of it in that way? It
should not seem peculiar because the Bible speaks
of it in those terms on many occasions. There are
many times when people in this world feel there is
a need to fight. More and more, and especially in
the sports world, there seems to be the idea that you
cannot let someone get the better of you in some
way without striking back at them. The least of
things can spark a conflict between people. What
are we fighting about and who are we fighting for?
Shall we fight on Jesus’ side whose reward is life,
or on the side of sin, whose wages “is death” (Rom.
6:23)?
The Christian is fighting against the world and

Satan. When we consider this Christian fight we
know it is a good one, and for a good cause. It is a
spiritual fight, not a physical fight like the ones we
spoke of earlier. We are fighting against things that
destroy our liberty and peace that are in God and
through Jesus Christ. In the Christian fight there is
no sorrow when victory comes. There is only joy
and a crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8). Why not
leave the strife of the world behind? Leave Satan
behind. We would be happy to show you how to
become a Christian soldier by obeying the Gospel
plan of salvation. Then let us fight that good fight
of faith by putting on the armor of salvation and
striving to finish the course that our Lord set before
us.
106 N John St; Teutopolis, IL 62467
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Nellie Read
Ray Foshee		
Linda Worley
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Betty Podgursky (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter)

Reading/Invitation
August 6, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
August 13, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe

Mark These Dates
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Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

August 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm in room 7.
August 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August, 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

Moving!

If you are moving and wish to continue
to receive the Beacon, please send a change
of address to the office. This will ensure that
you won’t miss any issues. It will also cut
down on the cost of mailing since we are
charged first class postage for all returned
mail. Thank you in advance!
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What Can We Learn About Angels?
Paul Vaughn
There is much one can learn about angels. Angels are a fascinating subject to study in the Bible.
Everyone at one time or another is interested in angels. Angels are mentioned 273 times in the Scriptures. Angel literally means “messenger.” They are
primarily the ministers of God’s providence.
Angels are not phantoms but real created beings. They were created through Jesus at the beginning of time.
For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him (Col. 1:1617).
Therefore, they are not divine in nature.
Angels are wise but they are not all-knowing.
Jesus said that the angels did not know when the
end of time would end. “But of that day and hour

knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only” (Mat. 24:36). They are powerful
but not all-powerful. An angel moved the stone at
the tomb of Jesus (26:53), but, they are not as powerful as God.
Like man, angels are free moral agents. They
have a choice to obey or disobey God. Peter stated
that God cast the angels who sinned to hell.
For if God spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved
unto judgment (2 Pet. 2:4).
God made angels higher on the creation scale
than man, because man is made “a little lower than
the angels” (Heb. 2:7). Angels may be higher than
men but they must worship in holiness. “And let
all the angels of God worship him” (1:6). And angels must never be worshiped. Paul warned against
worshiping angels in his letter to the church of
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Church Autonomy
Bill Jackson

In stressing, to prospects, the difference in the
church that Jesus built and the man-made denominations all around us, “autonomy” is a vital point.
The word means “self-governing” and thus, “independent.” It does not mean the church operates
by democratic process, for the church is a monarchy—it has a king, the Lord Christ, who is the head
of the church (Eph. 1:22-23). That we might see
the “autonomy” of the church, and a point or two
developed from that, we suggest these:
(1) The congregations of the Lord’s people are,
as to government, separate from each other, and
there is no governing body beyond the local congregation. Elders, appointed to oversee, tend, or
feed the “flock of God which is among you” (1 Pet.
5:2); their authority extends within that local congregation, and it extends to no other. No eldership
is superior to any other, in terms of rank, and thus
a 5,000-member congregation in Texas or Tennessee handles its own affairs, and makes decisions for

its own work, just as a 15-member congregation in
Montana or Wisconsin does the same.
(2) Local “autonomy” does not forbid fellowship and joint participation. For some years the
church has been plagued by false teaching to the
effect that if Bellview, of its own will, sends $25
per month to aid some needy work, and in conjunction with other congregations also sending like aid,
then the Bellview elders have “taken over” the new
work, and the receiving work “gives up its autonomy” when it receives the aid. Such is false to the
core. If it was so, then the church in Judea usurped
the authority of the church in Antioch in receiving
the aid in Acts 11:29-30, and the church in Antioch “took over” and ‘‘violated the autonomy of the
Judean congregation(s)” in sending to them. Again,
“autonomy” does not center on a mailed $5 check,
and cooperation and fellowship are approved in
the sight of God; nevertheless, church “autonomy”
must always be respected.

Moving!

If you are moving and wish to continue to receive the Beacon, please send a change of address to the office. This will ensure that you
won’t miss any issues. Thank you in advance!
(3) One other point needs to be made. The autonomy of a local congregation does not mean that
the congregation can veer from scriptural teaching
and that all of their brethren are thus to be silenced.
Today, a local body can be guilty of the worst
liberalism, and when faithful brethren criticize
and plead for a return to truth, efforts are usually
spurned with “churches are autonomous and you
have nothing to say about it; we’ll handle it as we
please, locally.” Indeed, no one can forcibly enter
into a congregation to set their house in order, but

truth is truth and error needs to be exposed and denounced, wherever it is.
Apparently, Paul did not feel that the problems
within the Corinthian and Galatian congregations
were a “hands off” type thing barring all comment.
Let none think that congregational error is not to be
exposed and condemned. They are in the one body,
the church, as I am; I am concerned. They wear
the same name as do I—Christian—and whatever
reflects on that name in an adverse way reflects on
me.
Some thoughts on “local church autonomy,”
then. Seeing the truth of it, seeing a liberty we have
within the meaning of it, and seeing a “protection”
it does not give us, if we err.
Deceased
Adapted

“Yes” Men or Faithful Proclaimers of Truth
Jimmie Gribble

The king of Israel (Ahab), and the king of Judah (Jehoshaphat), met to discuss going to battle
for Ramoth in Gilead. The text reads:
And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to
the king of Israel. And the king of Israel said
unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth in
Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not
out of the hand of the king of Syria? And he
said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me
to battle to Ramothgilead? And Jehoshaphat
said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art,
my people as thy people, my horses as thy
horses (1 Kin. 22:2-4).
Through making this statement, Jehoshaphat asks
the king of Israel to inquire as to what the Word of
the Lord would be that day. Ahab calls his prophets
and they say go up, the Lord shall deliver Ramoth
into your hands.
Jehoshaphat asks if there is another prophet of
God. Ahab replies to the king of Judah thus: “There

is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom
we may enquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he
doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil”
(1 Kin. 22:8). Ahab had his yes men, his yes prophets; Jehoshaphat wanted a prophet of God.
Many are the Ahabs, even today. Many want a
“yes” to what they want to do, rather than to hear
what the Word of God says. Is not mechanical instrumental music acceptable to God in worship today? Many are the yes men; but God does not say
so. Is it not good to baptize babies because of inherited sin? Sin is the transgression of the law. What
law has a baby broken? Many are the yes men, but
God’s Word does not so say.
And yet, when people are told the Word of the
Lord by followers of Micaiah, who spoke the Word
of the Lord to Ahab, they cry, “but I hate him; for
he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but
evil.” The apostle Paul had the same problem with
some at Galatia. He wrote to them, “Am I therefore
become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”

(Gal. 4:16).
Beloved, some people may hate us when we
speak what the Word of the Lord says, but the
Lord will love us. If we become someone’s enemy
because we tell them the truth, then so be it. We
cannot compromise the Truth of the Word of the
Lord to win friends and influence people. Always
remember and practice Paul’s admonition to Timothy:
I charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing and his king-

dom; Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 4:1-4).
Beloved, listen to all of God’s Word; God will
do thee good!
Portsmouth, VA

Nothing but Noise!!!
Jessie Whitlock

I attended part of a session at the Preacher’s retreat at Pettijohn Springs. It was a joy to hear the
late brother Roy Deaver in defense of the faith.
He was confronted by brother Bill Swetmon who
was saying in essence that we cannot know truth
for certain. His shallow logic was that we did not
know how to ascertain truth until the 1960s and
still cannot be sure! I seem to recall Jesus saying
something to this essence in John 8:32: “And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” I know many will be deceived by a false
teacher today, but the words of Christ have stood
the test of time!
I recall from the pages of secular history a time
when H. Marshall and his confederate soldiers
had painfully hauled artillery across the mountains from Virginia into Kentucky. At Sand Valley they confronted James Garfield and the Union
forces. At Grave Yard point, Garfield ordered two
Kentucky infantry companies under Captain F. A.
Williams to dislodge Marshall and his band. Holding cartridge boxes and rifles above their heads,
they waded through the icy, waist-deep creek, and
dashed toward the ridge. This was what Marshall
was waiting on—for a month he had nursed his
precious guns over all sorts of terrain—now all of

his work could be justified. He ordered the guns
zeroed in on the enemy—wait until they were at
point blank range and ordered: Fire! With a highpitched scream a 12-pound shell lobbed high in the
air, headed unerringly for William’s advance guard
and plopped harmlessly into the mud. All of the
shells were duds and though the noise of cannon
blasted away all afternoon, the only harm inflicted
was the spattering of a few soldiers with mud! You
see, after all that all he had was noise!
As I listened to Swetmon that evening I realized
that I was hearing nothing but noise. I recalled the
words of Acts 17:21: “spent their time in nothing
else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.”
Can you imagine a man putting forth the argument
that until 1960 God’s truth could not be known by
any man? It still must not be known by brother
Swetmon. While I was there that evening I heard
him speak for one hour and followed his handout
sheet. On page one he told us there were 27 books
in the New Testament. However, on page three he
informed us there were 23 books in the New Testament. Hopefully he can discover the truth next
year! Meanwhile, nothing but noise!
270 West Brooks St; Evant, TX 76525
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
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Betty Podgursky (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
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Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Rheba Stancliff in the death of her mother, Audrey Mathews, on August 3. Please
keep Rheba and Fred and their family in
your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
August 13, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe
August 20, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Henry Born
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Mark These Dates
August 10, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm in room 7.
August 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August, 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Have You Ever Been Alone?
Tim Smith

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved
this present world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark,
and bring him with thee: for he is profitable
to me for the ministry (2 Tim. 4:10-11)
Have you ever been alone? I do not necessarily
mean have you ever been without physical company in a room, but alone. Feeling empty and incomplete even in a crowd? I do not know the extent
to which Paul was lonely without those who had
left the faith or those who had left his physical presence to minister elsewhere, but when I read the two
verses selected for our text, I am made to think that
he may have been concerned over their absence
physically as well as thinking of other considerations. As I read many of Paul’s writings, I think
that he understood what it meant to be lonely.
For example, think of those former friends of
his that he had to leave in the interest of the Gospel.

The simple fact is they were incompatible with his
present profession of faith. He could never enjoy
the same relationship with them again. They were
opposed to the Christ of Calvary and he was fully
dedicated thereunto. They despised Him Whom he
adored. I have former friends from whom I have
been separated due to the Gospel they have forsaken. At times I miss them. I wish things could be as
before, but they cannot—not unless and until they
repent and bring their lives into conformity with
the Lord of my life.
Think of the family members Paul must have
left behind upon his conversion and their continued
rejection of the Savior Who made Paul the man
he became. Maybe there was an Uncle Hezekiah
who taught him to fish. Perhaps an Aunt Mary who
baked those cookies Paul (then known as Saul)
loved so much. We do not know much about this
aspect of his life, but I know that it hurts at times
to have Faith separate us from family. Still and

all, it is necessary sometimes. Neither Paul nor I
am complaining about it, I am just stating facts—
sometimes we must leave family members and go
with Jesus in order to be saved. It is hard but only
for a few years—the reward is more than enough to
make us forget the struggles.
Loneliness is a hard thing—one of the hardest
with which men must contend. I wish I had some
magic formula to share with you to overcome it,
but I have found nothing like that with any lasting
effect. When I am lonely I try to meditate on some
of the things I am afforded in Christ—Jesus loves
me, He has gone to prepare a place for me where I
will dwell in the midst of the holy ones of the ages,
even if many former friends have forsaken me I
still have some who stand beside me—they call,
drop by for a visit, send notes of encouragement,
and etc.—and though many family members have
no use for me now those who do are more precious
to me than all the gold in the world could ever be.
Basically, when you are lonely only you have
the information to see you safely through—you
and the Lord, that is. You know the passages of
Scripture that will lift your spirits. Sing that hymn

that means so much to you. Think of a biblical
character that had things much worse than you
do. Let your mind formulate a list of the blessings
Jesus has in store for you in heaven! Send a card
to someone else you think is having a hard time
of it—you might well be surprised at how much
helping others will ultimately help you. Pick up the
phone and call a troubled friend. Encourage them.
Make a list of ten good qualities about you. Make a
list of things to which you aspire. And above all—
pray! Our heavenly Father understands your pain
in ways no man or woman can. He wants to help!
Will you not let him?
The next time you are lonely try to remember
that you are loved. Your true friends love you.
Those family members who have not ‘bowed the
knee to Baal’ love you. I love you. And, more than
anything or anyone else, Jesus loves you. With
Him you will make it through and be just fine. Give
Him a chance—He died to show you how special
you are to Him. He loves you more than anything
in either world. May God help you and bless you
in every good way.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

The Empty Seat
Danny Douglas
When David was fleeing from Saul, Jonathan
said to him: “To morrow is the new moon: and
thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will be empty” (1 Sam. 20:18). He knew that he would miss
his beloved friend when they came to the table.
On the night before the Lord’s death when the disciples were breaking bread together, Jesus knew
that it would not be long until there would be an
empty seat at the table. It would be the seat of Judas Iscariot who would soon go out to betray Him.
“He…went immediately out: and it was night”
(John 13:30b). How it must have broken the heart
of our Lord to know that one of His own disciples

had “lifted up his heel” against Him (John 13:18;
Psa. 41:9).
God has spoken very plainly about the fact
that He expects His people to be present when the
saints assemble together, and His Heart Must Be
Broken Today Over Empty Seats. “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more, as ye see the day approaching”
(Heb. 10:25).
The Empty Seat Has An Eloquent Tongue!
It says to the other members: “I don’t need fellowship with you.” It says to the world: “There

are more important things than worshipping God
and studying His Word.” It says to the preacher
and Bible teachers: “I have nothing to learn from
your lessons.” It declares to the elders: “I do not
care about the account that one day you must give
for the flock.” It says to babes in Christ and children: “I am unconcerned about my example before
you.” Most importantly, it says to Christ: “There
are places I had rather be than in thy presence and
worshipping the Father.”
The Lord declared: “I will declare thy name
unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I
sing praise unto thee” (Heb. 2:12). What a wonderful blessing for God’s obedient people! He is right
in their midst when they assemble in His name.
For something to be done in the name of the
Lord Jesus means that it is to be done in accordance
with and in obedience to His Word. This fact is verified by Colossians 3:17: “And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”
Therefore, when the Lord’s Church comes together for worship, He is right in her midst. What

a privilege it is to assemble on the Lord’s day with
those of “like precious faith” to worship God in
spirit and in truth! Indeed we have the assurance
of Christ. However, we are moved to ask: Is this
promise true only for Lord’s day morning?
Is it not also true for the other times when the
saints meet for the purpose of worshipping in
the name of Jesus Christ? Is it not also true for
the services of a Gospel Meeting? What about
the evening worship periods of the Church? Do
we not come together in His name at these times
also to keep His commandments and to do His
will? Surely Christ considers these meetings to be
in His name as well as the Lord’s day morning assembly.
“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go
into the house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1). When we
come together again, those who truly love God will
be here, and they will be glad. Jesus Christ will be
here also. Jesus Will Be Here. Where Will You
Be? Jesus said: “where I am, there shall also my
servant be” (John 12:26).
517 Gaylord St; Dresden, TN 38225

Your Family Devotions Are Important
Twelve convincing reasons for having family
devotions:
1. It unifies the family and sweetens home life.
2. It cultivates the Christian graces and relieves
tension and misunderstanding that sometimes
threaten the fellowship of the home.
3. It aids our boys and girls in becoming Christians, and helps them to develop ideals that guide
them in vital Christian living.
4. It yields spiritual resources for daily tasks and
assists us in cultivating dependence upon God.
5. It strengthens us in the face of adversities and
disappointments and enables us to trust Christ implicitly in all of life’s circumstances.
6. It makes us conscious during the day of the

abiding presence of our Savior and Friend.
7. It heals others to know we are Christians.
8. It undergirds the teaching of Bible classes.
9. It affords opportunity for the Christian family to pray for and to sharpen its concern for lost
souls.
10. It helps us to give a right place to spiritual
values and saves us from an undue concern for the
temporal things of life.
11. It encourages us to put Christianity into
practice in our homes.
12. It honors God and provides an excellent
outlet for the expression of our gratitude for the
abundance of daily mercies and blessings.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Nellie Read
Ray & Tina Foshee
Linda Worley
Rubye Bailey		
Linda Parks
Ella Hammac
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Betty Podgursky (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter)

New Arrival

Our congratulations is extended to
Ray and Ethel Pierce in the birth of their
great grand-daughter, Kiai Leann Penny,
who was born on July 30. Kiai weighed 7
pounds 3 ounces and was 20 inches long.

Reading/Invitation
August 20, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Henry Born
August 27, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
August 17, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August, 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Have You Ever Been Alone?
Tim Smith

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved
this present world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark,
and bring him with thee: for he is profitable
to me for the ministry (2 Tim. 4:10-11)
Have you ever been alone? I do not necessarily
mean have you ever been without physical company in a room, but alone. Feeling empty and incomplete even in a crowd? I do not know the extent
to which Paul was lonely without those who had
left the faith or those who had left his physical presence to minister elsewhere, but when I read the two
verses selected for our text, I am made to think that
he may have been concerned over their absence
physically as well as thinking of other considerations. As I read many of Paul’s writings, I think
that he understood what it meant to be lonely.
For example, think of those former friends of
his that he had to leave in the interest of the Gospel.

The simple fact is they were incompatible with his
present profession of faith. He could never enjoy
the same relationship with them again. They were
opposed to the Christ of Calvary and he was fully
dedicated thereunto. They despised Him Whom he
adored. I have former friends from whom I have
been separated due to the Gospel they have forsaken. At times I miss them. I wish things could be as
before, but they cannot—not unless and until they
repent and bring their lives into conformity with
the Lord of my life.
Think of the family members Paul must have
left behind upon his conversion and their continued
rejection of the Savior Who made Paul the man
he became. Maybe there was an Uncle Hezekiah
who taught him to fish. Perhaps an Aunt Mary who
baked those cookies Paul (then known as Saul)
loved so much. We do not know much about this
aspect of his life, but I know that it hurts at times
to have Faith separate us from family. Still and
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Is Thy Heart Right With God?
Brad Green

Jesus says, “true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23). God desires worship that is in accordance with His Will
and that is derived from and consists of man’s
understanding and adherence. Since true worship
consists of more than just acts, our hearts must be
right with God in order for our worship to be acceptable to Him. In order for our lives, in general,
to be acceptable sacrifices to God (Rom. 12:1), our
hearts must be right as well.
A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is good; and
an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of
the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh (Luke 6:45).
Judas was one of Jesus’ chosen disciples (Mat.
10:4) and, at first, served Jesus faithfully. In order
for Jesus to have considered Judas worthy to serve

as one of the original twelve, Judas’ heart must have
been right with God. Unfortunately, near the end of
Jesus’ physical life, Judas’ heart followed another
god—“he was a thief (John 12:6). Stealing stems
from covetousness “which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5).
Judas had been numbered among the faithful (Acts
1:17), but after he betrayed the Son of God, “he
saw that he was condemned” (Mat. 27:3). Judas is
proof that an individual can fall from grace (Acts
1:25; cf. Gal. 5:4). Jesus refers to Judas as a “son of
perdition” (John 17:12). Perdition means “ruin and
destruction.” Satan is given the name of Abaddon,
which means “destroyer” (Rev. 9:11). Therefore,
Jesus, the one who knows the hearts of men, saw
that Judas had become a son of Satan.
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When

he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for
he is a liar, and the father of it (John 8:44).
Though Judas was still following after Jesus as one
of the disciples and was serving as the treasurer
(John 13:29), his heart was not right with God.
As the Apostles were beginning their mission
to teach the Gospel around the known world, the
obedient of God made sure that the Apostles had
what they needed.
Neither was there any among them that
lacked: for as many as were possessors of
lands or houses sold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were sold, And laid
them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as
he had need (Acts 4:34-35).
Those who made provisions for these great men
had their heart right with God.
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,And kept
back part of the price, his wife also being
privy to it, and brought a certain part, and
laid it at the apostles’ feet (Acts 5:1-2).
These two did a good work by selling something
of their own and by giving it to the Apostles. However, for whatever reason, perhaps to be seen of
men and/or greed, they lied about the price of the
possession and kept some of the money for themselves. Peter told Ananias that Satan had filled his
heart (Acts 5:3). Peter told Sapphira that she had
conspired [in her heart—BG] to tempt the Spirit of

God (Acts 5:9). Though they had sold possessions
like those written about in Acts 4, Ananias and Sap
phira’s hearts were not right with God.
Consider the song, “Is Thy Heart Right With
God.”
Verse 1	“Have thine affections been nailed to
the cross?”
If they have not, you need to “mortify the deeds
of the body” so that ye might live (Rom. 8:13).
Verse 2	“Hast thou dominion o’er self and o’er
sin?”
If you do not, you need to take control and
bring the body “into subjection” (1 Cor. 9:27).
Verse 3	“Are all thy powers under Jesus’ control?”
If you have not submitted to the authority of
Christ (Mat. 28:18) and are not being obedient to
His Word (John 12:48), you do not have Christ
abiding in your soul (2 John 9).
Let us always ask ourselves the question, “Is my
heart right with God?” No matter how many good
works we may do, our actions are not pleasing to
God unless our hearts are right as well. God has
commanded works of obedience (Jam. 2:24), but
our works must be done with the right heart, mind,
and attitude. “The Lord our God is one Lord: And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment” (Mark 12:29-30).
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772

Does the Bible Forbid Tattoos?
Douglas Hoff
Perhaps you have heard of the televison show
called “Miami Ink.” It is carried on The Learning
Channel (TLC) network. I have never watched an
episode but the commercials show a bunch of tattoo artists performing their work. They are clearly
quite talented in rendering images and designs on a
person’s flesh. There is obviously a fair amount of

interest in tattoos judging by the success of “Miami
Ink.” The fact a television network would carry
such a program proves this. After all, programs are
expensive and time consuming to produce. Producers run programs they think will have a good
audience. From what I can ascertain “Miami Ink”
has been on for some time now.




	

	

	


Recently, two Christians asked me about the
propriety of tattoos. Generally speaking, one person’s spoken question usually represents the unspoken thoughts of perhaps ten other people. Thus,
when two people ask the same question within a
short period of time it suggests it is a topic worthy
of consideration.
In this brief article we shall address the question
“Does the Bible forbid tattoos?” The question is
quite specific. We are not asking did the Bible forbid tattoos for the answer to that is clearly yes. The
question deals with whether it is inherently wrong
under the law of Christ (i.e., the new covenant) for
people to be tattooed.
Let us first see what the law of Moses said about
this subject and why it was forbidden. In Leviticus
21:1-6 Moses was told to instruct the priests not to
defile themselves. They were not to “make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the
corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their
flesh” (21:5). The reason given for this was so they
would be holy to God and not profane the name of
their God (21:6). The practices mentioned in verse
5 were common among the Gentiles and God said
not to do such things. Why? Because it would defile them. This point is brought out clearly in Leviticus 19:28. This verse deals with all the Israelites
and not just the priests (19:23). God commanded
them saying, “You shall not shave around the sides
of your head, nor shall you disfigure the edges of
your beard. You shall not make any cuttings in your
flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I
am the Lord” (Lev. 19:27-28—NKJV). Please note
tattoos were forbidden in connection with making
cuttings in the flesh for the dead. Reading further to

verse 31 shows the prohibition against consulting
the dead through mediums or spiritists.
Those two passages in Leviticus show the forbidden practices were associated with witchcraft
or sorcery. Since Leviticus is part of the old law it
is no longer in force today. Otherwise, it would be
wrong for Christian men to go beardless! However,
Paul did show that Christians ought to learn from
what is written in the Old Testament (1 Cor. 10:11;
Rom. 15:4).
While the prohibitions in Leviticus do not apply
to us per se, the principles underlying them do. If
modern tattoos indicate the tattooed person is trying to contact the dead or is seeking to gain favor
from spirits then they would be idolatrous and evil.
However, it seems unlikely a tattoo of a rose or one
that says Mom would fall in that category.
Some tattoos certainly would be inappropriate
for Christians. A tattoo of the devil would be sending the wrong message for a child of God. While
we do not know what the devil looks like, the traditional red devil is recognizable to most people.
This image is most likely based on the information
found in the book of Revelation coupled with some
imagination. The last book of the Bible is highly
figurative and symbolic. Nevertheless, a tattoo that
is clearly identified with evil should not be on a
Christian.
This brings us to the final category of tattoos
which would be inconsistent with one professing
godliness (1 Tim. 2:10). Tattoos advertising drug use
and sexual immorality are also wrong. They glamorize works of the flesh and that keeps souls out of
heaven (Gal. 5:19-21).
24735 Huron River Dr; Rockwood, MI 48173
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
William Weekley		
Nellie Read
Linda Worley		
Bill Crowe
Rubye Bailey		
Linda Parks
Ella Hammac		
Fred Stancliff
Paul Brantley		
Ray Pierce
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Betty Podgursky (Bill and Peggy Crowe’s
daughter)

Address Change

Malcolm Wooton’s new address is:
2700 Chicago Court; Pensacola, FL 32526.
The telephone number is 549-1026. Please
update your directory.

Reading/Invitation



August 27, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Paul Brantley
September 3, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Busch



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
August, 27, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Offering the Invitation
Dub McClish

After his sermon on the Day of Pentecost,
which concluded with the plan of salvation, Peter
used “many other words” of exhortation, including the persuasive plea, “Save yourselves from
this crooked generation.” About three thousand
souls responded in obedience (Acts 2:38-41). The
Gospel invitation is not as specifically described
in other New Testament records of conversion
as it is here, but can any doubt that those zealous
preachers exhorted, persuaded, and invited men to
respond in Gospel obedience after they preached to
them? Consider Paul’s impassioned plea to Herod
Agrippa (Acts 26:27-28).
In spite of both scriptural example and practical considerations, a move has been underfoot by
brethren in some circles for several years to dispense with an invitation to obedience at the close of
Gospel sermons. I well remember the pressure put
on me to stop extending an invitation at the close
of my sermons in a large West Texas congregation

soon after beginning work there in 1971. The basis of this insistence was that it was only a “human
tradition.” That church (as I soon discovered) was
(and still is) set on overturning every long-standing
practice, even if it is in God’s Word. (I insisted that
I would offer the invitation each time I preached,
which I did—through my entire tenure of seven
months there.)
Some preaching brethren have now “outgrown”
offering any invitation at all. This is just as well in
some cases, I suppose. Some of the “sermons” being “preached” have little in them to produce any
conviction of sins that might provoke a public response. Many who still offer an invitation pattern
it more after Billy Graham than Simon Peter (e.g.,
“Come and accept Christ as your personal Savior”
or “If you need to respond please come forward”).
If the sermon had nothing to do with the plan of salvation (likely the case with such preachers), with
such a general invitation, how is a sinner to know

(1) he needs to respond and (2) what response he
should make?
I never assume that everyone in an assembly I
address is (1) a Christian, (2) a faithful Christian,
or (3) is aware of how to be saved. Since not every sermon can be on the plan of salvation, I have
made it my practice through the years to conclude

my sermons with an invitation, in which I attempt
to emphasize (1) the urgency of being at peace with
God through the blood of Christ, (2) what the Lord
requires of men for such peace, and (3) the urgency
of responding immediately. I plan to persevere in
this practice.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

On Not Allowing the World to Dictate
to Us What the Standards Should Be
Johnny Oxendine
Too often people are affected by what the world
says (or thinks). Even in the church some allow the
thoughts of the secular confidant to carry greater weight than that of biblically informed brethren. Often what we think of as the “greatest” (idea,
investment, plan) is not based upon what truly has
affected us as great (salvation), but what society
as a whole pressures us to think of as “great.” The
“great” must be someone who has achieved fame,
is above average, esteemed highly, accomplished
some outstanding achievement, or attained special
academic status. And while some may attain such
levels in this life, the majority of the earth’s population simply will not measure up, at least, according to the world’s standard.
How comforting then is it (for the faithful) to
know that God does not have the same standard
as the world? There was one occasion in the life of
Jesus when his disciples took up this very question:
“Who is the greatest?” (Mat. 18:1). The next few
verses read:
And Jesus called a little child unto him, and
set him in the midst of them, And said, Ver-

ily I say unto you, Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven (Mat. 18:2-4).
Another example was when some disciples
were arguing over who would sit on the right hand
and left of Jesus in the kingdom. We read Jesus response in Matthew 20:25-28:
But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye
know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise
dominion over them, and they that are great
exercise authority upon them. But it shall
not be so among you: but whosoever will be
great among you, let him be your minister;
And whosoever will be chief among you, let
him be your servant: Even as the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
It is not the “great” who will be the “greatest” in
God’s kingdom, but the one who humbles himself
and becomes everyone else’s servant.

Gospel Meeting with Daniel Denham
September 28 - October 3, 2008
Make plans now to attend!

What really matters most is our attitude. Even
when we have served all that we can serve, we must
still admit that we are unprofitable servants according to Luke 17:10. In that regard, we can never be
the greatest. At the same time, we can be the greatest that we can be (doing our personal best) in the
eyes of the Lord if we seek to love Him with all of
our heart, soul, and mind (Mat. 22:37). In this way,
God sees us as His children, each being what they
can be to be pleasing to their father. So each of us
can be the “greatest” and at the same time none of
us will be “the greatest.”
In this particular regard, Micah 6:8 comes to
mind. The people in Micah’s day were actually ask-

ing this same question. They wanted to know what
they could do to be the greatest. Would thousands
of burnt offerings do it? How about 10,000 rivers
of oil? What about sacrificing my firstborn? None
of those things would have made them great, so far
as God was concerned. Instead the reply is: “He
hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”
Indeed, that is what it takes to be the greatest.
So as we think about greatness, let it be in service to Him (and Him alone).
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Some Thoughts…on
Pressing Issues and Breaking News
Tim Smith

It is a busy world in which we live, is it not?
Why, to see the News Channels on Cable is to see
nearly the whole of human experience each day:
murders, sex scandals, homosexuality, political
intrigue, and just about any scandalous or titillating engagement imaginable. Preachers often point
to such things and say something like: “You see,
‘troublesome times are here’—surely the end is
nearing.” (They also usually, about here in the presentation on their television programs, flash their
addresses and indicate whether they accept credit
cards or not.) While there is no denying the immorality prevalent in our society today, is it the case
that the world is worse today than it ever has been
in the past?
Even a cursory reading of the Bible indicates
that men have been sinning for all of human history in much the same ways that they now sin.
From Sodom to Babylon to Athens to Rome and
even on to the United States of today there have
always been more sinners than righteous. The evil
has the issue if it is to be decided merely by a head

count…but I find no indication in Holy Writ that it
is to be so decided. The world will end when the
Lord is ready for it to end—period. While I am appalled at the degenerate programming on network
and cable television, I am not surprised—does not
the medium merely reflect the values of the ones
controlling it? Would you be surprised to learn that
many in Hollywood are sexually immoral?
What should the Christian do? He should
preach the Word (cf. 2 Tim. 4:1-4). Of course, we
cannot support or endorse any of the evil or wickedness so often seen; we must speak against it, we
seek out and find every opportunity available to
us in the effort to help righteousness win and evil
be defeated. What the Christian should not do is
try to falsely point to the prevalent immorality as
an indication of the end of time and he/she should
certainly never try to use such conditions to raise
funds—if you need money, ask for it; leave the end
of time out of it.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
William Weekley		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
Ella Hammac		
Nellie Read
Bill Crowe		
Rubye Bailey
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Fred Stancliff		
Paul Brantley
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)

Reading/Invitation
September 3, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Busch
September 10, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
September 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 24, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 28, 2008
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 28 - October 3, 2008
Gospel Meeting with Daniel
Denham.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

King Asa of Judah
Danny Douglas
Asa succeeded his father, Abijah, to the throne
of Judah (Southern Kingdom) in the twentieth year
of Jeroboam, king of Israel (Northern Kingdom),
and he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem (cf.
1 Kin. 15:9-10). The inspired historian records:
“And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of
the Lord, as did David his father” (15:11; cf. 2 Chr.
14:2).
Here are some of the good and right things
which he did. “And he took away the sodomites
out of the land, and removed all the idols that his
fathers had made” (1 Kin. 15:12). He stood for
the right, even if it meant standing against his own
family:
And also concerning Maachah the mother
of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen, because she had made an idol
in a grove: and Asa cut down her idol, and
stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron

(2 Chr. 15:16; cf. 1 Kin. 15:13).
Moreover: “Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lord
all his days” (15:14b). In addition:
And he brought in the things which his father
had dedicated, and the things which himself
had dedicated, into the house of the Lord,
silver, and gold, and vessels (15:15).
However, in spite of all these outstanding accomplishments, a few years before his death, Asa
compromised. Rather than relying on God for help,
he made an alliance with a heathen king:
In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of
Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against
Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that
he might let none go out or come in to Asa
king of Judah. Then Asa brought out silver
and gold out of the treasures of the house of
the Lord and of the king’s house, and sent
to Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Da-

mascus, saying, There is a league between
me and thee, as there was between my father
and thy father: behold, I have sent thee silver
and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha
king of Israel, that he may depart from me
(2 Chr. 16:1-3; cf. 1 Kin. 15:17-19).
At first his plan seemed to work, but later he
learned that he had displeased God, as Hanani informed him:
Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria,
and not relied on the Lord thy God, therefore
is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of
thine hand. Were not the Ethiopians and the
Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst
rely on the Lord, he delivered them into
thine hand. For the eyes of the Lord run to
and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew
himself strong in the behalf of them whose
heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast
done foolishly: therefore from henceforth
thou shalt have wars (2 Chr. 16:7-9).

As a result, Asa persecuted the prophet: “Then
Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage with him because of
this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people
the same time” (2 Chr. 16:10).
Asa fell into this trap because of the fear of
man: “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso
putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe” (Pro.
29:25). What a sad ending for one who had been
so valiant.
His eventual compromise came because he
trusted in the flesh rather than the Lord (cf. Jer.
17:5). He compromised the truth he earlier had
stood for, and even punished the prophet, who proclaimed it to him!
A good beginning is important, but without
ending properly, what good is it? Let us not rely
on the world, but on God and His truth, regardless
of the cost, for: “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29)!
517 Gaylord St; Dresden, TN 38225

Tracks of God

“Father,” said Thomas, looking up from his
studies. “How do you know there is a God?” “Why
do you ask that question? Do you doubt the existence of God?” asked the father.
“Well, I heard one of the professors say that we
could not be sure that there is a God. Is there any
way really to know?”
“Well, my boy. Do you remember the other day
that you were laughing about Robinson Crusoe’s
dismay at discovering that there were other persons
on the island beside himself? How did he discover
them? Did he see them? No, he discovered one
track of a bare foot in the sand, and he knew that
only a human being could have made it, and he
knew that whoever made it could not be far off, for
the tide had not yet reached it. All those things he
knew to be true, although he had not seen a human

being within miles of the island. And the knowledge was all gained from a mark in the sand.
“If one print of a bare foot in the sand is absolute proof of the existence and presence of a human being, what are we to suppose when we see
the prints of the Master’s shoe, as Bunyan calls it,
covering the whole wide world? We see on mountain and valley the print of the fingers of God. We
see a million plants and flowers and trees that only
God could make grow. We see all the rivers and
the springs of the world fed from invisible specks
of atmospheric moisture. What do all those things
mean—those millions upon millions of footprints
on the clay of the world? They mean God living,
present, ruling, and loving! They mean God and
nothing else!”
Author Unknown

Bellview Church of Christ
Gospel Meeting
September 28 – October 3, 2008
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Daniel Denham
Sunday Bible Class: A Successful Church
Sunday Morning Worship: Because He Wanted To
Sunday Afternoon Worship: Can We Know the Truth?
Monday Evening: What Jesus Did
Tuesday Evening: A Difficult Command
Wednesday Evening: Hath Not God
Thursday Evening: Salvation in Romans
Friday Evening: Something To Believe In
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
William Weekley		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
Ella Hammac		
Nellie Read
Bill Crowe		
Rubye Bailey
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Fred Stancliff		
Paul Brantley
Lanette Williams		
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)

Reading/Invitation
September 10, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe
September 17, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
September 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 24, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 28, 2008
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 28 - October 3, 2008
Gospel Meeting with Daniel
Denham.
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BISHOPS:
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
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Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Use or Lose
Guy N. Woods

Most speakers and writers have certain favorite
expressions to which they frequently give utterance
and which come to be recognizable characteristics
of their style. An analysis of the words of our Lord
shows that He, too, was given to the repetition of
sentiments one of which was:
whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and
he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away
even that he hath (Mat. 13:12).
This expression, or one similar in form, occurs several times in the books of the gospel, and in a variety of circumstances: (1) In the foregoing instance,
it was used to justify parabolic teaching; (2) twice
He utilized it in teaching about what and how we
are to hear; (3) it occurs also in connection with
the condemnation of the one-talent man and still
farther; (4) in the parable of the pounds.
It is paradoxical but, nonetheless, a fundamen
tal law of life governing every aspect thereof. It is

the Law of Atrophy. That which we use we have,
all else we only appear to have (Luke 8:18). The
principle is: Use or lose! The unused manna of
the wilderness wanderings bred worms and stank;
food, when long stored, spoils; water not stirred be
comes stagnant; and, muscles not exercised wither.
The principle finds illustration in all the affairs of
life. Skillful surgeons, talented artists, acute businessmen remain so only by their constant use of
their faculties and neglect leads to loss of abilities
formerly possessed. Through mental and moral exercise, we keep our sensibilities of right and wrong
strong (Heb. 5:14); the alternative is moral stagnation (Eph. 4:17-19). The Greeks excelled in mental
and intellectual development in the ancient world
but because they had not “learned Christ” (Eph.
4:20), they were in a state of moral decay.
To this sentiment the Lord directed attention in
His figure of the fruitless tree and barren branches.
And now also the axe is laid unto the root of

Bellview Church of Christ
Gospel Meeting





with

Daniel Denham



September 28 – October 3, 2008
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Sunday Bible Class: Despise Not the Day of Small Things
Sunday Morning Worship: The Church, the Pillar and
						
Ground of the Truth
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Richest People in the World
Monday Evening: The Friendship of God
Tuesday Evening: The Sin of Neglect
Wednesday Evening: The Hands of Jesus
Thursday Evening: The Bones of Joseph
Friday Evening: The Day of Judgment
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.



						

the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire (Mat. 3:10).
I am the vine, ye are the branches… If a man
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and
cast them into the fire, and they are burned
(John 15:5-6).
Growth is of the essence of Christianity and its alternative is not only unproductivity, it is to lose the
means by which growth is achieved.
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all
evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby (1 Pet. 2:1-2).
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet.
3:18).
The direction, the duty, and the details of Christian growth are clearly set out in these passages.
There is a pragmatic method by which we may

determine the progress and extent of growth. Am I
daily adding to my store of biblical knowledge thus
growing stronger and more mature in the Christian
life? Am I more skillful in the Word of righteousness, more adept in resisting false teachers and
confuting their teaching? Have I been able to raise
myself above the petty jealousies of the day, and
do I exhibit a more patient and understanding attitude toward those in need of patience and tolerance
rather than criticism and rebuke? Do I engage more
actively and successfully in soul winning, and have
I been able to bring others to the truth more effectively than I did a year ago?
Am I faithful and regular in attending all of the
services of the church and do I manifest a more
worshipful and reverent demeanor than before?
Has my liberality increased to the point that there is
no suspicion of covetousness in my heart and life?
These are reliable tests of growth in grace and in
the knowledge of the truth to which all of us are
enjoined. May we weigh them carefully.
Deceased

Everyman’s Book
Franklin Camp
The Bible is every man’s book. To know the
Bible and to handle it aright is the greatest accomplishment within the reach of any person. One may
know English, astronomy, literature, music, sociology, and philosophy; but if one does not know the
Bible, one has failed in the only subject that brings
all things into their proper relationship and that enables one to know life at its best.
It is not intended for some special group. But
not only is the Bible every man’s book, it is written
for the average person. Scholars may study it, but it
is not written necessarily with scholars in mind. No
one ever outgrows the Scriptures. The more one
studies them, the wider and deeper they become.
The Bible is a book which enables one to look into

eternity. The best evidence of the inspiration of the
Bible is to be found between its covers.
No one will ever be a useful Christian unless
one is a student of the Bible. Matthew Henry said,
“The Scriptures were not written to make us astronomers, but to make us saints” (handling aright)
the Word of truth, that he might be an approved
workman before God (2 Tim. 2:15).
The Bible acknowledges man’s faults, it is patient with man’s weaknesses, and it is honest with
his virtues and his hopes.
To own the Bible is to be rich. To study, to know
and to trust the Bible is to find life. To study the
Bible is to be wise; to obey it, is to be strong.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
William Weekley		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
Ella Hammac		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Paul Brantley		
Dot Lambert
Lanette Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)

Reading/Invitation
September 17, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
September 24, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
September 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 28, 2008
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 28 – October 3, 2008
Gospel Meeting with Daniel Denham. An afternoon service will be
held at 1:00 pm on Sunday, instead
of the regular evening service.
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Four Types of Worship
Paul Vaughn

How important is the worship of God to you?
There are many beliefs about worship. Some view
it as important on Sunday morning and not Sunday
evening. There are multitudes who believe that the
worship of God is not important at all. Yet, a golden thread going through the Bible is the acceptable
worship and adoration of God. In the New Testament there are four types of worship.
First, there is vain worship. “But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Mat. 15:9). Vain worship is
empty, useless because it is according to the standards of men and not authorized by the Lord. Vain
worship is worthless, going no higher than the ceiling, unacceptable to God.
Second, there is will worship. “Which things
have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any
honour to the satisfying of the flesh” (Col. 2:23).
Will worship is self-imposed religion. It is noth-

ing but a exhibition of wisdom, a mere invention
and misrepresentation of men. It is man satisfying
man’s will and craving, not God’s.
Third, there is ignorant worship. “For as I
passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an
altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him
declare I unto you” (Acts 17:23). Ignorant worship
is void of true knowledge of God and is not the
worship authorized by God. It is unacceptable to
God.
Fourth, there is true worship. “God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). True worship consists of the proper attitude, reverence toward God,
and is directed by God’s Word which is truth. It is
written, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth” (John 17:17). This is the worship that God
accepts. It is according to His standard and not
man’s.

When men worship God, they must understand
that it is God centered and not man centered. It is
God who we should please and not ourselves. It is

not enough simply to worship, one must worship
in spirit and truth.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

You Expect Me to Believe That!

In the beginning there was nothing. And suddenly for no reason nothing exploded and created
everything. You expect me to believe that?
At some point, by chance the right chemicals
happened to float together at just the right moment
to be struck by an electrical charge and become
life. You expect me to believe that?
Somewhere two non-human mothers each gave
birth to a human child. They were born at the same
time and in the same place, one was male and one
was female. These two new “humans” gave birth to
the human race. You expect me to believe that?
One of the descendants of these first humans
was born with a knowledge of right and wrong. No
longer driven by instinct, this person suddenly was
making decisions based on a morality for which

there is no real explanation. You expect me to believe that?
I’m sorry. I do not have that much blind faith. It
is all just too far fetched to be anything more than a
fairy tale. I cannot believe intelligent people claim
it is “science.”
“In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth” (Gen. 1:1). Now that makes sense. I can
believe that without stretching my imagination into
the realm of the impossible. The universe was created by an all-powerful, all-knowing God. I can
believe!
The “theory” of evolution is one of the biggest
lies the devil ever invented. If people can believe
(have faith in) the theory of evolution, believing
about God should be easy.
Author Unknown

Football Season

Quarterback Sneak—Church members quietly
leaving during the invitation.
Draw Play—What many children do with the
bulletin during worship.
Halftime—The period between Bible classes
and worship when many choose to leave.
Bench warmer—Those who do not sing, pray,
work, or do anything but sit.
Backfield-in-Motion—Making a trip to the back
(restroom or water fountain) during the service.
Staying in the Pocket—What happens to a lot
of money that should be given to the Lord’s work.
Two-minute Warning—The point at which you
realize the sermon is almost over and begin to gather up your children and belongings.
Instant Reply—The preacher loses his notes
and falls back on last weeks illustrations.
Sudden Death—What happens to the atten-

tion span of the congregation if the preacher goes
“overtime.”
Trap—You’re called on to pray and are asleep.
End Run—Getting out of church services quick,
without speaking to any guest or fellow member.
Flex Defense—The ability to allow absolutely
nothing said during the sermon to affect your life.
Halfback Option—The decision of 50% of the
congregation not to return for the evening service.
Blitz—The rush for restaurants following the
closing prayer.
Author Unknown
(These are amusing but a number also carry a serious message concerning how brethren behave in
worship. We need to take inventory. If any, apply
to us, we need to take necessary action that we can
improve our game—that is, our attitude toward our
worship assemblies.)
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Sunday Bible Class: Despise Not the Day of Small Things
Sunday Morning Worship: The Church, the Pillar and
						
Ground of the Truth
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Richest People in the World
Monday Evening: The Friendship of God
Tuesday Evening: The Sin of Neglect
Wednesday Evening: The Hands of Jesus
Thursday Evening: The Bones of Joseph
Friday Evening: The Day of Judgment
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
William Weekley		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
Ella Hammac		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Paul Brantley		
Dot Lambert
Lanette Williams		
Pegge Crowe
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
John Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)

Reading/Invitation
September 24, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Ray Foshee
October 1, 2008
Gospel Meeting with
Daniel Denham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
September 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
September 28, 2008
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 28 – October 3, 2008
Gospel Meeting with Daniel Denham. An afternoon service will be
held at 1:00 pm on Sunday, instead
of the regular evening service.
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The Maples and the Oaks
Tim Smith

There is an old story about some trouble in a
forest. It seems that, in the story, there were some
maple trees and some oak trees growing wild on
the countryside—all basically occupying the same
general terrain. For a while things went well, but
then the oaks began to “outgrow” the maples and,
before most anyone knew what was happening,
the oaks had grown tall and branched out and were
basically taking all of the sunshine and leaving the
shorter maple trees in the shade. The maple trees
did not like this at all, and so they complained. “It’s
not fair!” they said, “why, we have as much right to
the sunshine as the oak trees and they are getting it
all for themselves. We wish something to be done
about this and at once!”
The matter was brought to the attention of the
oak trees and they were quite amused about it all.
One of them was heard to say, “Us? Taking the
sunshine? Why, we are only doing what we do
naturally. It is the mark of strength and longevity

in a good tree when he reaches for the clouds and
absorbs all the sunshine he can get. Why don’t the
maple trees just take advantage of the nice shade
we provide them? After all, we are blocking the
burning sun from them in the summer. That ought
to count for something.”
In short, the oaks did not agree with the complaints of the maples; and the maples did not accept
the answer of the oaks. There was a standoff. Everyone waited anxiously to see what would happen.
Would the oaks try to destroy the maples? Would
the maples try to undermine the oaks? Tension grew.
Spring turned to summer; summer to autumn; autumn to winter; winter to another spring. Nothing
happened. Two years passed—still nothing. Three
years, four years, five years, ten years—finally, after many decades, the maples and the oaks began
to die—of old age. Their perceived problems were
no real problem at all. A little complaining, a little
arguing, great tension—but nothing.

Whose side do you take? Are you a maple-supporter or an oak-supporter? In reality, they both did
have good points. Both just wanted sunshine. How
was the issue resolved? Simply by each doing the
best they could to survive and thrive—they obeyed
the laws of their Creator and all turned out well in
the end. It was perfectly proper for the maples to

want sunshine and for the oaks to want sunshine.
No wrong was done. When there are two right
ways of doing a thing, maybe we humans would
do well to learn a lesson from the maples and the
oaks—without that part about the fussing and the
tension, if possible.
171 Radford Circle Dothan, AL 36301

Those “Arrogant” Apostles
Dub McClish

Some statements of the apostles may sound
downright arrogant to the casual reader. To the
Corinthians Paul wrote:
If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet,
or spiritual, let him take knowledge of the
things which I write unto you, that they
are the commandment of the Lord (1 Cor.
14:37).
To the Galatians he wrote:
But though we, or an angel from heaven,
should preach unto you any gospel other than
that which we preached unto you, let him be
anathema (Gal. 1:8).
Peter wrote:
Wherefore I shall be ready always to put
you in remembrance of these things…that
ye should remember the words which were
spoken before by the holy prophets, and the
commandments of the Lord and Saviour
through your apostles (2 Pet. 1:12; 3:2).
John’s claim is unmistakable:
We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth
us; he who is not of God heareth us not. By
this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit
of error (1 John 4:6).
For ordinary men to make such authoritative
claims smacks of unmitigated arrogance, but were
these “ordinary” men? In the sense that they were
human beings with natural human appetites, yes,
they were. However, in another sense, these men
were not “run-of-the-mill,” everyday men. Even

the enemies of Christ recognized this difference in
them and identified it: “they had been with Jesus”
(Acts 4:13). The authority given to the apostles by
the Son of God, who has all authority (Mat. 28:18),
removes any trace of arrogance from their statements of doctrine and from their forceful, dogmatic
claims to preaching and writing infallible Truth.
There is no plainer statement of the authority
vested in the apostles of Christ (and in the infallibility of their teachings) than His promise of Matthew
18:18: “what things soever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and what things soever
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
The verb tense in this pivotal passage indicates that
Jesus was telling the apostles they would be able
to bind or loose on men only those things which
had already been settled in Heaven. This promise
is an absolute guarantee that the message of these
men would be the perfectly true, inerrant will of
God.
To those who understand and believe this, the
apostles are not arrogant at all. Their authoritative
words came from the Lord. They were merely human, “earthen vessels” through whom the Word of
God flowed (1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Cor. 4:7; 1 The. 2:13).
Men err who seek to distinguish between the authority of the teaching of Christ and the teaching
of the apostles. Men can hear/read their words and
live or reject them and perish (Mat. 7:24-27; 10:40;
John 12:48).
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201
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with

Daniel Denham
September 28 – October 3, 2008
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Sunday Bible Class: Despise Not the Day of Small Things
Sunday Morning Worship: The Church, the Pillar and
						
Ground of the Truth
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Richest People in the World
Monday Evening: The Friendship of God
Tuesday Evening: The Sin of Neglect
Wednesday Evening: The Hands of Jesus
Thursday Evening: The Bones of Joseph
Friday Evening: The Day of Judgment
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
William Weekley		
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Alice Williams
Ella Hammac		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Paul Brantley		
Dot Lambert
Lanette Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
John Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)

Baptized/Placed Membership

Anthony Polnitz was baptized into
Christ on September 22, 2008. His address is 1717 West Avery Street; Pensacola,
FL 32501. Please keep Anthony in your
prayers and offer him encouragement.

Reading/Invitation
October 1, 2008
Gospel Meeting with
Daniel Denham
October 8, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Cary Parks

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
September 28, 2008
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 28 – October 3, 2008
Gospel Meeting with Daniel Denham. An afternoon service will be
held at 1:00 pm on Sunday, instead
of the regular evening service.
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Courage to Care for Children
Paul Vaughn

Solomon by inspiration wrote: “A good man
leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children:
and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just”
(Pro. 13:22). A good man is one whose heart is
filled with kindness and love. He loves God and his
family and never allows anything to come between
him and those he loves. He leaves an example that
will bless his children and grandchildren. They are
rich not because of posterity, because success in
worldly pursuits is very uncertain. The paradigm
of righteousness from their father and grandfather
can bring spiritual riches for the soul.
There are more lasting impressions on life that
are formed in the home than anywhere else. Those
who direct and govern the home should feel their
deep obligation and privilege. The influence they
leave on the mind of a child will in large measure
determine that child’s earthly course and eternal
destiny.
What type of impressions are children seeing

in American homes today? Do they see a loving
father and mother daily living for God? Do they
see their parents living honestly before all men? Do
they see their mother and father setting a good moral example? In many homes today, parents leave
their children to the television or nursery school
to raise them. Childcare takes the commitment of
both parents! Parents must have the courage and
accept the responsibility to care for their children.
Abraham Lincoln once said:
A child is a person who is going to carry
on what you have started. He is going to
sit where you are sitting, and when you are
gone, attend those things which you think
are important.
Every parent should take inventory of their life to
see what type of legacy they are leaving their children. Is God important to you? Is attending Bible
study and worship services important to you? If
they are, they will be important to your children.

Bellview Church of Christ
Gospel Meeting
with

Daniel Denham
September 28 – October 3, 2008
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Sunday Bible Class: Despise Not the Day of Small Things
Sunday Morning Worship: The Church, the Pillar and
						
Ground of the Truth
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Richest People in the World
Monday Evening: The Friendship of God
Tuesday Evening: The Sin of Neglect
Wednesday Evening: The Hands of Jesus
Thursday Evening: The Bones of Joseph
Friday Evening: The Day of Judgment
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.

In teaching his children, Solomon said, “Trust
in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Pro. 3:46). What does it mean to “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart?” One should have God and His Son,
Christ Jesus, first in their heart and life. Trust in His
Word as the guide through all of life.
To leave a legacy of the Christian life, parents
must have the courage to say “no” to their children.
No, to the passing pleasures of the world. Never
let anything come between them and God, because

children need spiritual nourishment if they are to
live a successful life that will lead them to Heaven.
Children need parents who will take the leadership in taking action against the sale of alcohol and
drugs, help stop the sale of pornographic material,
and stand firm against the filth on television (those
in charge of television programs are working hard
to corrupt the minds of young people), and the music they hear. Everyone must have the courage to
care for young people. We must never tolerate the
destruction of our children.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Comfort
Brad Green

						

It has been a pretty harsh season in regards to
sickness in our area. In times of such illness, it is
extremely hard to feel comfort. Though we can rejoice in the comfort of a cold glass of 7-UP or a
couple of Saltine crackers given to us by a spouse
or mother, the ailments that bring our bodies into
virtual failure still remain.
It is not in this physical life that one will receive
ultimate comfort. We can, however, take delight in
the fact that we have been offered true comfort in
promise.
1. Comfort Can Only Be Found in Christ
a. In Christ we find comfort that there is life
after death (1 Cor. 15:20).
b. In Christ we enjoy all spiritual blessings
(Eph. 1:3).
c. In Christ we have remission of sins (1 Cor.
15:17; Acts 2:38).
d. In Christ we are sanctified (1 Cor. 1:2).
e. In Christ we are children of God (Gal. 3:2627).
f. In Christ we are saved (2 Tim. 2:10).
i. Hears the Word (Rom. 10:17).
ii. Believes the Word (John 8:24).
iii. Repents of sin (Luke 13:3).
iv. Confesses that Jesus is the Christ (Rom.

10:9-10).
v. Is Baptized in order to have his sins
washed away (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rev.
1:5).
vi. Remains Faithful to God (1 John 1:610; Rev. 2:10).
2. We Can Comfort One Another with the Word
of God (2 The. 4:18).
a. The Word of God is Truth (John 17:17).
b. The Word of God can lead men unto salvation (Rom. 1:16-17).
c. The Word of God can set men free (John
8:31-32).
3. Ultimate Comfort Awaits Those Who Will Be
Faithful (Heb. 4:9; Rev. 2:7, 10; 3:5, 21; 21:7).
Many in the world seek comfort from wealth
(1 Tim. 6:10) and in accomplishing their own
desires (Pro. 14:12; Jud. 21:25). Others seek
comfort in the traditions and doctrines of men
(Mat. 15:9) and teachers who will scratch their ears
(2 Tim. 4:3). Let us seek comfort in the Word of
God and spread that joyous message to others. Let
us be faithful to God so we can look forward to the
comfort of Heaven that still awaits.
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammad
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Paul Brantley		
Dot Lambert
William Weekley (West Florida Hospital)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
John Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)

Placed Membership

Magen (Maggie) Broking placed membership with the Bellview congregation on
September 24. Her temporary address is:
c/o 4852 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola,
FL 32526. Please update your directory.

Restored

Cary Parks was restored to Christ on
September 28. Please keep Cary in your
prayers and offer him encouragement.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Terri Myrick in the death of her uncle, Mason Warr, on September 26. Please keep
Terri and her family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
October 8, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Cary Parks
October 15, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Ray Pierce

		
		
		
		
		

BEACON

VOL. XXXVII

OCTOBER 6, 2008

NO. 40

A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES
10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. WORSHIP

BISHOPS:
MINISTER:
DEACONS:

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 P.M.

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

How Do We Get Faith?
J. Noel Merideth

For years we have preached on “How Do We
Get Faith?” Up until recently everyone was agreed
that “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). But not anymore.
There are those today, even some among us, who
are contending for a faith that does not come by
hearing. They are claiming that faith comes into
our hearts through experimentation or from some
source other than the Scriptures.
Modernism and liberalism discount the faith
that comes from the written Word. It contends for a
faith that comes in a roundabout way through social
experiences, or religious experiences, or through
inner feelings. Many do not believe because the
Bible says it; they say they believe because they
feel it. So the Scriptures are no longer their standard of authority and source of faith.
Liberalism, modernism, and neo-orthodoxy is
based upon a misunderstanding of the Bible. These

people have abandoned the Bible as God’s verbally
inspired Word of God. They have taken a knife and
cut it to shreds. The Bible is the Word of God not
simply words about God. It is the verbally inspired
Word and we learn about God from God.
True faith comes from hearing the Word of God.
John 20:30-31 says, “And many other signs truly
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book: But these are written,
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name.” Ephesians 1:13, “In whom ye
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth.”
The teaching of the Bible stands like a solid rock
above the shifting sands of human experience. The
teachings of the Bible are clear cut and indestructible. There is no fuzziness about them as is the case
with subjective human feelings. A faith based on
the Bible comes from God and not from man.

When one drifts away from faith which comes
by hearing the Word of God, he sets out on a restless sea without a compass. He is liable to go anywhere, do anything, or teach anything. Such a person starts talking about his “experiences,” claims
to “witness” for the Lord, and says he “feels” the
Holy Spirit.
Biblical faith is when a person takes God at
His Word. It is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen (Heb. 11:1). Without this faith it is impossible to please God and be
saved (Heb. 11:6). This faith must be a “living,”
“obedient faith” (Jam. 2:24; Heb. 11:8-40). This

obedient faith obeys what God has told us to do not
what we “felt” should be done.
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them,
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity (Mat. 7:21-23).
Deceased

Moral Decline
Alton W. Fonville

As any student of history knows, the moral decline of a people anywhere, is soon followed by
a “taking over,” or becoming “in bondage to another.” The great Roman Empire of centuries past
is a prime example of this. One of the main causes
of its decline and fall is known to be the crumbling
of moral values. It makes one shudder to look and
see how our great country of America is following
close in the footsteps of old Rome. And, yes, there
is a “standard for morality.” Jesus gave it to us.
The way our leaders are bowing to the pressures
of the “homosexual people” across this country is
very alarming. Bills are constantly being presented
for passage in various states, giving those “illicit
marriages” between people of the same sex, the
same privileges which “God-ordained marriages” enjoy. Some states have already passed bills
permitting same sex marriages with all the same
“rights.” In the spring of 2000, the state of Vermont
passed their law in this regard. I wrote Governor
Howard Dean a letter registering my disgust with
his signing that bill, but never heard from his office.
In the past, I have enjoyed travel in Vermont, but,
since that time, I have made sure to avoid it.

And it disturbs me too, to hear sounds of the
great state of Arkansas striking down its sodomy
law which has been in place for a long time. I chose
to come here to the hills and live in a state which
seemed to respect the laws of God, as recorded in
the Bible. The one good thing that can come out of
all this is for it to so enrage the people of God everywhere, that they will rise up and fight like they
have never fought before. And that is just what I
am calling for. The Christian’s warfare is with the
“sword of the Spirit,” which is the Word of God.
Every dedicated Christian should get really involved with this battle and write their senators and
representatives, protesting these new laws being
enacted. And if that does not do the trick, make
their votes count on election days.
Keep in mind, that the “homosexual issue,”
as bad as it is, is not the only way God’s laws are
trampled on. People have gone to the marriage altar with the idea that “if it does not work out,” we
will get a divorce and marry another. Or, we will
just forget about remarriage and just “shack up”
with someone and live that way, God-ordained
“marriage for life between a man and a woman,”



Gospel Meeting
Videos

To view the videos of the 2008 Gospel meeting with Daniel Denham go to:
www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php

and gave the order to replenish the earth. Divorce
was never in God’s plan, it is a thing He hates. But,
we have flaunted it in the face of God and will be

giving God an answer one day. He will have the
last Word. The Bible tells us that His Word will not
return unto Him void. It will accomplish that for
which it is written. All we have to do is look in history. It has been proven true time and again. It is
only a matter of time.
Will our great country go down that tube of
destruction or bondage? Or, will enough Christian
people who “fear God,” rise up and use His Word
to try to save it? If you do not know how to use
God’s Word, it is time to get the book out, dust it
off, open it up, and start to see what He has really
said. If I can help, let me know.
337 Madison 4605; St. Paul, AR 72760

God’s Way Always Works!
Roelf Ruffner
Recently a conservative politician informed the
media that her 17-year-old daughter was pregnant
out of wedlock. The girl plans to marry the father
and give birth to the baby. Critics of this candidate
were hysterical in their condemnation of this candidate’s “family values.” They proclaimed her a negligent mother and a hypocrite. They extolled the
virtues of sex education and contraception. Many
probably thought the girl should have had an abortion.
Premarital Sex Is Immoral
In our permissive, promiscuous society most
laugh at this truth. God says differently. “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled:
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge”
(Heb. 13:4).
The Bible teaches that sexuality outside marriage does have long-term physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual effects. “Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he
that committeth fornication sinneth against his own
body” (1 Cor. 6:18).
God’s way for the unmarried, abstinence, al-

ways works. So-called “safe sex” and contraceptives do not always prevent pregnancy. And they
do not keep one from the sin of fornication.
Sin Can Be Forgiven
Perhaps nothing is sadder than a life in bondage
to sin—sexual or otherwise. Yet, obedience to the
Gospel can free us from that bondage, even sexual
sins (1 Cor. 6:9-11). As with all sin, that individual
must be sorry for their sins and repent or turn from
it (2 Cor. 7:10). This is also true with the Christian
(Acts 8:22). And we, as Christians, must forgive
from the heart those who repent.
Abortion Is Not an Option
The world may think that the easy, smart way
out of a teenage pregnancy is abortion or the killing of an unborn baby. That unborn child is as much
the offspring of God at one month (in the womb) as
at one year (Jer. 1:5).
I am thankful that this young woman chose to
let her baby live and that her family chose the path
of forgiveness.
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks		
Ray Pierce
Paul Brantley		
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
John Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)
Edna Worley (Linda Worley’s mother)

Smypathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of William Weekley who passed
away October 6. William was a long time
member of the Bellview congregation. He
was always present at the assemblies of the
Lord’s church, health permitting. We will
surely miss him. Please keep William’s
family in your prayers

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Placed Membership

Darrell and April Broking have placed
membership with the Bellview congregation. Their temporary address is: c/o Michael
Hatcher; 4852 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526. Their telephone number is
382-4159 Please update your directory.

Reading/Invitation
October 15, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Ray Pierce
October 22, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
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Soul Winning
David P. Brown

The work of the church is the saving of souls.
In accomplishing its task, the church preaches the
Gospel to the alien sinner, edifies itself, and is benevolent toward all people (Mat. 28:19-20; Mark
16:15; Eph. 4:12; 1 The. 5:11; Gal. 6:10; Jam.
1:27). Multitudinous are the specific principles
found within the New Testament regarding the
aforementioned three points, the design of which
is to involve every member of the church in its singular responsibility of saving souls. As the writer of
Proverbs declared: “he that winneth souls is wise”
(Pro. 11:30).
It is sad, therefore, when some have relegated
soul winning to what has come to be known in approximately the last thirty-five years as “Cottage
Meetings” or “Home Bible Studies.” Now before
anybody throws a “wall-eyed fit” and falls to the
floor foaming at the mouth, please understand what
I am saying. I am for as many home Bible studies as
can be conducted by faithful and competent teach-

ers (the problem today is finding faithful teachers
much less competent ones). But I am opposed to
folks thinking that the only people who are worthy
of the descriptive term of “Soul Winner” are the
people who conduct home Bible studies. Such a
definition of a soul winner is foreign to the Bible!
For the next few lines, consider with me some
of the soul winners that the Holy Spirit has selected
for our consideration.
1. When Paul told fathers to rear their children
“in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph.
6:4), he was dealing with winning souls.
2. Peter’s admonition to wives to
be in subjection to your own husbands; that,
if any obey not the word, they also may
without the word [not the Word of God but
without a word from the wives] be won by
the conversation [behavior—ASV] of the
wives (1 Pet. 3:1).
Assuredly, this is speaking of soul winning.

3. Paul’s correction of Peter at Antioch was soul
winning at its finest (Gal. 2:11-14). Paul exemplified what the Holy Spirit had him write to the
Galatians regarding the restoration of an unfaithful
church member (Gal. 6:1-2).
4. When Paul and Barnabas debated the false
brethren at Antioch they were engaged in soul winning. Note Paul’s description of that confrontation:
And that because of false brethren unawares
brought in, who came in privily to spy out
our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus,
that they might bring us into bondage: To
whom we gave place by subjection, no, not
for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might
continue with you (Gal. 2:4-5).
Thus, we see Jude’s admonition put into practice
by Paul himself (Jude 3). How shameful it is when
certain members (elders in particular) of the Lord’s
church will not accept the polemic platform, with
faithful, capable men thereon as conducive to
genuine Bible study and thereby a proper place for
the winning of souls. Such characters should never
be in a leadership capacity in the Lord’s church.
But, of course, in most places they have crept in
(or in some places boldly walked in) to leadership
positions in the church. No wonder, therefore, that
apostasy is growing by leaps and bounds in many
congregations.
5. When Paul commanded the church at Corinth
concerning the fornicator in their midst “to deliver
such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the
Lord,” and for them “not to keep company, if any
man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or cov-

etous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or
an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat,” the
apostle was teaching how to win souls ( 1 Cor. 5:5,
11)!
6. The benevolent actions of Dorcas in “the
coats and garments” that she made were all efforts
involved in the winning of souls (Acts 9:36-41).
7. Then, of course, there is the powerful preaching and writing of the apostles and prophets (Acts
2:14-40: 4:12-23; 6:9-7:60; John 20:31; 1 John
5:13). Every word they preached and wrote, along
with every faithful act of their lives, was designed
to win souls (2 Tim. 3:10-17; 2 Cor. 11:23-33).
Our conclusion is this: Soul winners are not exclusively those who meet in homes with a certain
method of Bible study wherein is set forth a certain approach whereby the Bible is taught. All such
studies are good as long as they are true to the Bible
and the one using them does not think that such is
the only method or approach to Bible study. More
than this, we must not limit who or what is soul
winning to a certain approach when the Bible does
not so define or limit soul winning. Let us be content to follow the inspired words of Peter: “If any
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God”
(1 Pet. 4:11). To abide by Peter’s inspired guidelines
will keep all who will be instructed thereby from
erroneously defining Bible terms. Let all members
of the church engage in soul winning as defined in
the Bible and not give human definitions to such.
Dorcas, Peter, John, Luke, Mark, Paul, Lois, Eunice, Timothy, and Stephen were soul winners. Let
us win souls as they did!
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373

What Happens When People Persecute You?
Tim Smith

All Faithful Children of God Shall
Suffer Some Form of Persecution.
It is certainly not a major “selling point” for
New Testament Christianity, but it is true nonethe-

less. All who would live right shall meet opposition
in the form of persecution at some time in his/her
life. It may be slanderous words, it may be denial
of employment or friendship, it may be social ex-

clusion, or it may be something else but know this:
it shall come. Did not our beloved brother Paul tell
us that all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution? Indeed he did and indeed we shall.
You need not go looking for someone to persecute
you, they will find you in time. Their leader, Satan, knows where you are and the closer you get
to heaven the more interested in you he becomes.
It may not be that you will ever be in danger of
losing your life because of your fidelity, but then
again it may. Maybe you are now being persecuted
and you consider it as nothing and are pressing on
in the Way. Maybe your persecution ended yesterday. Maybe it will start tomorrow. But know this:
all faithful children of God shall suffer some form
of persecution.
Who Will Do the Persecuting?
Generally speaking, the devil is always behind the persecution of the faithful. Sometimes
he will appear as the hideous monster he really is.
Maybe it will be some humanistic group opposing
your right to worship freely. May it will be some
atheistic teacher fighting everything you believe
in by filling your seventh grade son’s mind with
notions of evolution and the big bang. Perhaps it
will be the boss who promotes your less‑qualified
co‑worker because he will go drinking with him
on the weekends, or because she wears immodest
outfits to work and flirts with him. But the saddest
of all forms of persecution, at least as I see it, is
when your brethren turn against you. I never cease
to be amazed at how people will turn on you and
say and do the most hateful things to you, people

in whose homes you have been, people who have
enjoyed the warmth of your hearth through hard
times, people you have laughed with and wept with
and in general shared your life with. These are the
tools of Satan that do the most damage to the heart
of the persecuted and the name of the church.
What Happens When
People Persecute You?
Perhaps you have heard it said that sticks and
stones may break your bones but words will never
hurt you? That may have worked when we were
children, but I can tell you this: words do hurt.
They hurt your feelings, they hurt your reputation,
and they hurt your effectiveness in the kingdom.
They make people wonder about you. They make
them avoid you in public. They make people think
things about you that are just not true. They hurt!
They also make it so when you would teach the
Gospel to some poor soul in danger of hell fire that
poor lost soul cannot listen to you properly because of the lies your own brethren have told about
you. How tragic. Many horrible things can happen
when people persecute you, but this one thing will
not happen: Jesus will never stop loving and helping and saving you so long as you live right—no
matter what people say about you. The tools of the
devil in your life may well hurt you in many ways,
but they cannot touch the relationship you have
with Jesus unless you let them. Whatever happens,
whatever is said, whoever sets himself against you,
remember: Be faithful unto death and Jesus will
give you the crown of life. Never give up.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

“Korban”—Offering

The one Hebrew word, Korban, which is most
often translated as “offering,” generally speaks of
the remarkable fact that access to God is gained by
means of the offering. The word appears almost
70 times in this respect. The New Testament counterpart, the Greek word prosphero, appears in the

book of Hebrews 19 times, referring to the sacrificial sense. Hebrews 9:14 tells us that Jesus Christ
offered Himself as a sacrifice without blemish, and
verse 28 says, “So Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many.” He is the way to God.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks		
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Edna Worley (Linda Worley’s mother)
Joyce Koening (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
friend)

Reading/Invitation
October 22, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Fred Stancliff
October 29, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
October 19, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 22, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
October 29, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
November 9, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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“I Commend Unto You Phoebe”
Dub McClish

Paul wrote to the Roman brethren: “I commend
unto you Phebe our sister…That ye receive her in
the Lord, as becometh saints” (Rom. 16:1-2). I conclude from this passage that as faithful saints move
about it is both scriptural and wise to take with
them such a letter from respected brethren. The
Ephesian church did the same for Apollos when
he went to Achaia (Acts 18:27-28). Paul instructed
the Corinthians by letter to receive Timothy (1 Cor.
16:10-11) and Titus (2 Cor. 8:23-24).
Such salutary letters of commendation produce
at least two benefits: (1) They introduce those who
are moving as worthy of fellowship, allowing them
to be accepted and put to work immediately. Paul
well knew the value of a respected introduction,
having at first been refused fellowship in Jerusalem for lack of it (Acts 9:26). (2) They preserve
the church from immoral persons and/or advocates
and practitioners of error who would corrupt the
church.

We need to restore this practice generally, especially in these days in which doctrinal and moral
liberalism abound. I am not suggesting that all who
neglect to secure such a letter are automatically
to be mistrusted, but those who bear such a letter
are certainly a welcome sight to any congregation
concerned about doctrinal and moral purity. With
the current widespread moral permissiveness and
doctrinal error among brethren, plus the element
of general mobility, congregations are extremely
unwise not to use caution in accepting those who
wish to “place membership.” A smooth-talking
false teacher can move in and divide a congregation, large or small, in a few months’ time, as careless, unwary brethren have learned to their great
dismay.
I commend the following practice of various
congregations concerning those who wish to identify with a congregation. When strangers to a congregation respond for this purpose, it is premature

to announce that they have placed membership. It
is wise to announce at the time that they “have expressed a desire to be members.” It should be announced at the same time that the one(s) desiring
to place membership will be contacted by the elders
(men of the congregation, as in our case, where
there are no elders) for the purpose of discussing
our work with them. In this discussion, they are
given a questionnaire that deals with doctrinal and
moral issues, their marital condition, their status
at their previous congregation, and that states the
congregation’s determination to faithfully follow
God’s Word.
Frankly, there are some brethren who move to
town to whom we cannot extend fellowship and

whom we do not want to be with us. Why should
any congregation feel “obligated” to accept someone or ones just because they walk down the aisle,
sign a card, or otherwise express a desire to be a
member thereof? How much better it is to find out
who (and what) brethren are before they are welcomed with open arms. Many congregations have
experienced grievous problems by quickly and
prematurely embracing those who sought membership, only to learn after doing so that the ones
embraced were not worthy of fellowship. Some
spiritual “preventive medicine” is certainly the
right “prescription” for this situation.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Who May Marry?
Michael Hatcher

When God created man and placed man in the
Garden of Eden, God realized that something was
not good. “And the Lord God said, It is not good
that the man should be alone; I will make him an
help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). Therefore, God
made the woman for the man. In doing this God instituted the marriage state. Jesus placed His stamp
of approval on the marriage state by saying:
Have ye not read, that he which made them
at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to
his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder (Mat. 19:46).
God instructed Paul to write, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4).
Marriage is instituted by God, and very important
in our lives, thus, we need to study who has the
right to this state. From my study in the Bible I

have found three classes of people who have the
right to marry.
First, we need to notice that not all people have
the right to be married and thus do not have the right
to get married. The case of Herod and Herodias
shows this to be true.
For Herod himself had sent forth and laid
hold upon John, and bound him in prison for
Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife: for
he had married her. For John had said unto
Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy
brother’s wife (Mark 6:17-18).
Herod and Herodias had married, yet John the
Baptist said that they did not have the right to be
married to each other or to get married. Let us now
consider who has the right to get married.
The first class of people that have the right to
get married are those who have never been married. In noticing this point, we note that marriage is
an option, we do not have to get married. In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul deals with some questions regarding marriage. Paul deals with these in view of the
present distress of verse 26. In view of that distress

he says:
I say therefore to the unmarried and widows,
It is good for them if they abide even as I.
But if they cannot contain, let them marry:
for it is better to marry than to burn (1 Cor.
7:8-9).
In verse 28 Paul continues, “But and if thou marry,
thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath
not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in
the flesh: but I spare you.” Then in verse 38 Paul
tells the father who had a virgin daughter, “he that
giveth her in marriage doeth well.” This tells us
that those who have never been married have the
right to marry.
The second class of people who have the right
to marry are those who have lost their mate by
death. Paul writes:
For the woman which hath an husband is
bound by the law to her husband so long as
he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is
loosed from the law of her husband. So then
if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is
free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man
(Rom. 7:2-3).
Thus, we find that if a couple is married and one
of them dies, the one that lives has the right to remarry.
The third class of people that have the right of
marriage are those who have put away a spouse,
because the spouse committed fornication. In
Christ’s sermon on the mount Jesus says:
But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced
committeth adultery (Mat. 5:32).
Consider also this incident in the life of Jesus:
The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting
him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a

man to put away his wife for every cause?
And he answered and said unto them, Have
ye not read, that he which made them at the
beginning made them male and female, And
said, For this cause shall a man leave father
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and
they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder. They say unto him, Why
did Moses then command to give a writing
of divorcement, and to put her away? He
saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away
your wives: but from the beginning it was
not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is
put away doth commit adultery (Mat. 19:39).
We see from these two passages that God does not
want divorce, and that the only one that has a right
to remarry after a divorce is the one who put away,
divorced, their mate for the cause of fornication.
Anyone else who divorces and remarries committeth (continuous action) adultery.
The three classes of people that have the right
to marry, thus, are the ones who have never been
married, the ones who have lost their mates, and
the ones who have put away their spouses for fornication. These are the only ones who have the right
to marry, anyone else who gets married sins in so
doing and continues to sin until they get out of that
sinful state.
Marriage is a wonderful state to which God has
blessed man. We need to be preparing our young
people for this blessed state: teaching them how to
act and treat the person whom they marry which
will ensure happiness in the marriage, and who
they have the right, with God’s approval, to marry.
4852 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Joyce Koening (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
friend)
Kevin Parrish (Allene Stark’s son)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Linda Worley in the death of her mother,
Edna Worley, on October 19. Please keep
Linda and her family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
October 29, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Carl Ayliffe
November 5, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
October 29, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.

Pantry Items Needed

Vegetable and Chicken Soups
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“I Commend Unto You Phoebe”
Dub McClish

Paul wrote to the Roman brethren: “I commend
unto you Phebe our sister…That ye receive her in
the Lord, as becometh saints” (Rom. 16:1-2). I conclude from this passage that as faithful saints move
about it is both scriptural and wise to take with
them such a letter from respected brethren. The
Ephesian church did the same for Apollos when
he went to Achaia (Acts 18:27-28). Paul instructed
the Corinthians by letter to receive Timothy (1 Cor.
16:10-11) and Titus (2 Cor. 8:23-24).
Such salutary letters of commendation produce
at least two benefits: (1) They introduce those who
are moving as worthy of fellowship, allowing them
to be accepted and put to work immediately. Paul
well knew the value of a respected introduction,
having at first been refused fellowship in Jerusalem for lack of it (Acts 9:26). (2) They preserve
the church from immoral persons and/or advocates
and practitioners of error who would corrupt the
church.

We need to restore this practice generally, especially in these days in which doctrinal and moral
liberalism abound. I am not suggesting that all who
neglect to secure such a letter are automatically
to be mistrusted, but those who bear such a letter
are certainly a welcome sight to any congregation
concerned about doctrinal and moral purity. With
the current widespread moral permissiveness and
doctrinal error among brethren, plus the element
of general mobility, congregations are extremely
unwise not to use caution in accepting those who
wish to “place membership.” A smooth-talking
false teacher can move in and divide a congregation, large or small, in a few months’ time, as careless, unwary brethren have learned to their great
dismay.
I commend the following practice of various
congregations concerning those who wish to identify with a congregation. When strangers to a congregation respond for this purpose, it is premature
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What to do When the Sky Is Falling
Roelf L. Ruffner

We all took notice this week as the economy
of our nation worsened. The stock market continued to tumble, banks began to gobble each other
up, financial credit became almost non-existent,
and politicians ran around in a panic blaming each
other for the state of the economy. It reminds me
how fragile human society is and how things can
change quickly from stability to chaos. Yet, for
Christian and the Lord’s Church these difficult
times can also be an opportunity.
An Opportunity to Look Inward
In the coming months our life may change dramatically. The job we depend upon, the way of life
we have grown accustomed to and even the dwelling we live in may change. We may find fear growing in our minds. The Bible reminds us:
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the
morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and

then vanisheth away (Jam. 4:14).
The child of God should use these times as an
opportunity to grow spiritually. We can begin to
draw closer to God by depending upon Him more
and more. “Give us this day our daily bread” (Mat.
6:11) should truly become our prayer and anticipation. We can also seek the bread of life which
comes from God—the Word of God. It will give
us the hope and courage we need to face any situation.
“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as
ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee (Heb. 13:5).
Likewise the church can look to God’s Word
once again and purge herself of sin and false doctrine. She can repent and become what God intended for her to be: “a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-

able to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5).
An Opportunity to Spread the Gospel
For too long our nation has turned its attention
to the material rather than the truly spiritual. Plenty
and opportunity have spoiled our nation into thinking that God and the Bible do not matter. Instead,
hedonism and apathy have ruled the day. But a
change in one’s financial situation can replace all
that with insecurity and emptiness. Men and women may realize that their former lives were shallow
and purposeless.
And he would fain have filled his belly with
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man
gave unto him. And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of
my father’s have bread enough and to spare,
and I perish with hunger (Luke 15:16-17).
Perhaps our countrymen will come to their senses
and realize their need for their heavenly Father.
This is why every Christian should be prepared
to feed hungry souls with the Gospel of Christ. Let
each of us be a soul winner! The church should not
hide behind its doors but intensify its evangelistic
efforts. This is the work of the church (Eph. 3:10).
Brethren, let us revive that 1-3-week Gospel Meet-

ing of yesteryear! Preachers, let us preach the pure,
unadulterated Bible to these folks. They do not
need philosophy or psychological pep talks but a
“thus saith the Lord” for their starving souls. Let us
seek to have the Gospel transform them from children of the devil to children of God (Rom. 1:16;
6:17).
An Opportunity to Help Others
In the future we may see a sharp increase in the
truly needy and the homeless. What an opportunity to open up our hearts and wallets and show
Christian love to our neighbor; especially if they
are brethren (Gal. 6:10)! I heard the financial counselor Dave Ramsey once say that he believed that
the sole purpose of money was to help others. I believe that the Bible teaches this as well.
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into
your bosom (Luke 6:38).
Brethren, let us use the opportunities the Lord
gives us in this life to serve Him. Life is too short
and eternity is too long to do otherwise.
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009

“The Baby Still Died”

It is easy for us to overlook the consequences of
wrongdoing. We think that because there has been
forgiveness and the guilt of sin is passed, that the
fruit of the sin should no longer follow.
I remember vividly learning this truth when a
student at Freed-Hardeman College. Several of the
students had violated the rules of the college and
had made public confession of the wrong they had
done. When I learned that the administration still
planned to expel them, I went to the president of
the college and expressed my disapproval. I will
never forget the answer brother Dixon gave to me.
“Jenkins, you remember the story about David and
Bathsheba?”

“David repented and God forgave him.” Then
brother Dixon added, “But the baby still died.”
There it was. Sin had both guilt and consequences.
God had decreed that part of the punishment for
David’s sinful acts which had brought shame on all
Israel was the death of the illegitimate child. The
guilt of sin had passed, but the consequences of sin
had to be faced.
What parent has not faced this situation? A
child has done wrong, and has sincerely expressed
his sorrow. The parent tends to think he should also
remove the punishment the child was aware of before his disobedience. Such could not be farther
from the truth. To do such would keep the child

from understanding how God deals with us.
The prophet Jeremiah looked at Israel and
described the dire circumstances in which Israel
found itself. “For from the least of them even unto
the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest
every one dealeth falsely…this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they
hold fast deceit, they refuse to return.… Were they
ashamed when they had committed abomination?

nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could
they blush” (Jer. 6:13; 8:5, 12). Even though they
eventually repented in Jeremiah’s day, they still
had to face the consequences of sin. They had to go
into Babylonian captivity.
Sin has its consequences even though the guilt
is removed. Do not ever forget the story of David
and Bathsheba. “The baby still died.”
Author Unknown

Psalm 118:8
David P. Brown

“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.” Trust is from the Hebrew word
chasah, meaning “to take refuge.” Refuge is defined to be “shelter or protection from danger or
distress; a place that provides shelter or protection;
a means of resort for help in difficulty” (Webster’s
Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary).
One of the terrible weaknesses of fleshly Israel was their seeking shelter or protection in human helpers. Spiritual Israel, the church, shares the
same weakness. The psalmist instructs the spiritually minded to seek “shelter or protection from
danger or distress” “in the Lord.”
Too often we allow this admonition to go unheeded. We make friends too quickly with those
whom we presume to be dedicated to New Testament Christianity. Later we sadly find that such
walk in the commandments and doctrines of men.
Council is sought from those we have too hastily
trusted in. We learn too late that they are betrayers. We are deceived by the great swelling words of
vain men into thinking that they are the stalwarts of
the faith. Too late we find their true nature to be like
sepulchres that are outwardly white, but inwardly
are filled with corruption. One of the first things
a babe in Christ should learn is to be exceedingly
slow in trusting men.

Take advice from men only as it corresponds
with God’s Word. Never be surprised or hindered
when those who give sound advice do not follow it
when they are under fire from Satan. They too are
subject to fleshly frailties. Always remember that
no matter how dedicated men seem to be, many
of them will selfishly commit or omit anything in
order to save themselves. Satan described many
people when he answered God concerning the
faithfulness of Job, saying, “Skin for skin, yea, all
that a man hath will he give for his life” (Job. 2:4).
Paul admonished, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise” and “Lay
hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of
other men’s sins: keep thyself pure” (Eph. 5:15;
1 Tim. 5:22). We close with the words of a Gospel
song that echoes the sentiment of Psalm 118:8.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
Stand in His strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you,
Ye dare not trust your own
Put on the gospel armor, and
Watching unto prayer,
Where duty calls or danger,
Be never wanting there.
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Joyce Koening (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
friend)
Kevin Parrish (Allene Stark’s son)

Reading/Invitation
November 5, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Henry Born
November 12, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
November 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 26, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
December 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

Pantry Items Needed

Vegetable and Chicken Soups
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Building Strong Christian Homes
J. Noel Merideth
Marriage is a divine institution, it was ordained
by Almighty God, and it is the highest and happiest
of human relationships. Jesus said:
And he answered and said, Have ye not read,
that he who made them from the beginning
made them male and female, and said, For
this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the
two shall become one flesh? So that they are
no more two, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder (Mat. 19:4-6).
One fellow said it only took two to get married,
namely, a girl and her mother and that those two
could get any poor boy married! Actually, it takes
three to get married: there is the man, the woman,
and God! God joins a man and woman together in
marriage.
There have been many jokes about marriage.
One fellow said he did not know what happiness

was until he got married—then he said, it was too
late! Another story is that marriage is the institution
wherein the man loses his Bachelor’s Degree and
wherein the woman earns her Master’s Degree!
One of the preacher stories is about the preacher
who was lining up the men and one group was
those who were hen-pecked the other group was
those who were not hen-pecked. Six men got on
the side that said they were hen-pecked and only
one man got on the side that said he was not henpecked. The preacher asked the fellow why he was
on that side. He said, “My wife told me to be sure
and get on this side!”
All of us need to work to have strong Christian
homes. Regardless of how many people are in our
home we should work to strengthen it. If the home
unit is strong then the church will be strong. One of
the reasons that people are so weak in the church
today is that their homes are weak.
(1) Strong homes must have good communi-

cation. The family needs to talk things out. Plans,
problems, values, work, recreation, and all family
matters should be talked out. “Death and life are in
the power of the tongue” (Pro. 18:21). This principle is true in so many ways. When communication breaks down in a family it is a sure sign that the
family is breaking down. Colossians 4:6 says: “Let
your speech be always with grace, seasoned with
salt.” When the mother pouts around and the father
grunts around and the children whine around there
is no real communication.
(2) Strong families need unselfishness. Selfishness stands in the way of happiness. This is true
for all of life. Jesus said, “If any man would come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Selfish people
are unhappy and they make everyone around them
miserable. They always want things for themselves.
Not all children are selfish but here is the tendency
that if they do not watch and train themselves they
may turn out selfish. Since they get all the candy
and toys by themselves they too often do not learn
to share with others. When people in a family will
not share it makes hard feelings. A spoiled selfish
man or woman can make married life miserable.
We all need to cultivate sharing and serving.
(3) A strong family needs maturity. The Bible
often speaks of our need to grow and mature. Our
character must grow in the right direction. If we do

not continue to grow, we will fall back. We do not
stand still; we are moving forward or backward.
When we are a child we speak as a child, we understand as a child, we think as a child. But we are to
grow up and put away childish things. Peter writes,
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18).
(4) Strong families have Christ at the center
of their life. Christ should be the head of our house.
He is the unseen and silent guest in every Christian home. When we grow up, we should think of
Christ; when we obey the Gospel, we put Christ on
in baptism; when we get married, we should think
of Christ; when the baby comes, we should thank
God through Christ; when a child dies, we should
look to Christ to see us through. In every trouble,
danger, and strife look to Christ. When Jesus came
walking on the water to the fearful disciples, He
said, “It is I; be not afraid” (Mark 6:48). Those
words echo down through the centuries. When
trouble faces our family and our lives, Jesus is there
to help us. He still says, “It is I; be not afraid.”
Our families need the bond of perfection—love.
“Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is, Than a
stalled ox and hatred therewith” (Pro. 15:17). May
God lift up His face upon your home and give you
peace.
Deceased

Do You Hate?
Brad Green

The simple answer to this question is “Yes.”
No servant can serve two masters: for either
he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon
(Luke 16:13).
The better questions are “what” and “who” do
you hate? “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to

whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16). “He
that walketh in his uprightness feareth the Lord:
but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him”
(Pro. 14:2). Man must choose whom he will serve.
Man must choose whom he will love and whom he
will hate. Love and hate will coexist. If one is to be
a servant of God, he must “hate every false way”
(Psa. 119:104, 128). One who loves God, must

hate evil (97:10).
If your choice is to love and serve God, you
must hate everything that is in conflict with His nature and His Will. In order to serve God, one must
“Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is
good” (Rom. 12:9). The servant of God must detest
sin so much that he will keep himself from it. “Can
a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be
burned? Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not
be burned?” (Pro. 6:27-28). It only takes one spark
to start a fire. Christians should abstain from the
very appearance of evil (1 The. 5:22) in order to ensure that they do not get burned. “Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in
him the lips of knowledge” (Pro. 14:7). The wisdom of God’s Word has given us the warnings that,
if heeded, can keep us holy in His sight. The desire
should be to get as close to God and as far away
from Satan and sin as possible. Otherwise, we will
be separating ourselves from God and the hope of
salvation. “The Lord is far from the wicked: but he
heareth the prayer of the righteous” (15:29).
Solomon, inspired of the Holy Spirit, wrote,
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven… A time to love, and
a time to hate” (Ecc. 3:1, 8). All men have cho-

sen what they will hate, what they will love, and
therefore, to whom they serve. We should hate sin
and love God, “because He first loved us” (1 John
4:19). We must love what God loves and hate
what God hates.
Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is
(3:1-2).
God has shed upon us a love that cannot be
matched. He gave His Son to die for the world. He
blesses us with every good and perfect gift (Jam.
1:17). In return, He asks only that we love, obey,
and worship Him.
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man. For God
shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil (Ecc. 12:13-14).
129 Lane RD; Lenoir City, TN 37772

How Great Thou Art!
Humpback whales are about 40 feet long at maturity and weigh about one ton per foot. They carry
a thousand pounds of barnacles, and when they
jump or “breach,” they extend themselves totally
in the air, and then free-fall back into the ocean.
You can see the splash five miles away.
Humpback whales travel down to Hawaii from
Alaska every year to calve in the warm Hawaiian
waters. Year after year, each family comes back to
the very same place around the island. When the
calves are born (they weigh about five tons), they
are born breech—or tail first. If they were born
head first, these air-breathing mammals would

drown during the birth process. As a baby whale
is born, another humpback whale comes alongside
and pushes it up to the surface to help the baby take
his first breath of air.
The humpback whale sings a song that can be
heard more than 50 miles away under water. Every one of these whales sings the same song. Each
year, the song changes slightly, and every humpback whale in the world will sing that year’s song.
Amazing! Incredible! What a display of the wonderful creative power of our God!
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Joyce Koening (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
friend)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)

Baptized
Ashley Randolph was baptized into
Christ on October 29. Please keep Ashley
in your prayers and offer her encouragement.

Reading/Invitation
November 12, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Paul Brantley
November 19, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Darrell Broking

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
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Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
November 9, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Building Strong Christian Homes
J. Noel Merideth
Marriage is a divine institution, it was ordained
by Almighty God, and it is the highest and happiest
of human relationships. Jesus said:
And he answered and said, Have ye not read,
that he who made them from the beginning
made them male and female, and said, For
this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the
two shall become one flesh? So that they are
no more two, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder (Mat. 19:4-6).
One fellow said it only took two to get married,
namely, a girl and her mother and that those two
could get any poor boy married! Actually, it takes
three to get married: there is the man, the woman,
and God! God joins a man and woman together in
marriage.
There have been many jokes about marriage.
One fellow said he did not know what happiness

was until he got married—then he said, it was too
late! Another story is that marriage is the institution
wherein the man loses his Bachelor’s Degree and
wherein the woman earns her Master’s Degree!
One of the preacher stories is about the preacher
who was lining up the men and one group was
those who were hen-pecked the other group was
those who were not hen-pecked. Six men got on
the side that said they were hen-pecked and only
one man got on the side that said he was not henpecked. The preacher asked the fellow why he was
on that side. He said, “My wife told me to be sure
and get on this side!”
All of us need to work to have strong Christian
homes. Regardless of how many people are in our
home we should work to strengthen it. If the home
unit is strong then the church will be strong. One of
the reasons that people are so weak in the church
today is that their homes are weak.
(1) Strong homes must have good communi-
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Jesus’ Blood Keeps on Cleansing
Dub McClish
Many years ago, when I was a very young
preacher, I believed that unless one specifically
named every sin he committed and specifically
asked forgiveness of each one, as he became aware
of such sins, God would not forgive them. Eventually, I came to see that this was an untenable (and
unscriptural) position for more than one reason:
1. One would have to be omniscient to even
know all of the sins he commits. Surely, we all sin
without even knowing we sin, and we likely do so
every day.
2. On numerous occasions, faithful saints have
died without warning, having no time to reflect
upon or ask for forgiveness of a sin or of sins they
may have very recently committed, even if they are
conscious of having committed them.
3. My former understanding of this matter
would make it practically impossible for the
most godly person on earth to be saved.
4. The Bible teaches that, as long as we con-

stantly “walk in the light” (i.e., live our lives devoted to God and in obedience to His Word to the
best of our abilities) the blood of Christ constantly
“cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7; cf. Rom.
8:1—KVJ). The present tense form of cleanse in
the Greek language demands this understanding.
Note that this cleansing is conditioned upon the
definite and unvarying dedication (not sinlessness)
of our lives to the Christ and His Truth. Note also
that the resultant continual cleansing covers “all
our sin”—even those sins of which we might not
be conscious and those for which we might not
have an opportunity to ask specific forgiveness.
Surely, this wonderful and comforting promise is
an expression of the wonderful grace of God, apart
from which none of us who are saved at last will
be saved.
My change of convictions on this subject several decades ago does not mean that I am now indifferent to temptation or careless about sin and its

consequences. Nor does it mean that I have in any
way abandoned the Bible’s teaching concerning
the need to confess my sins as I become aware of
them and, if they are against a person, to the respective party against whom I have sinned (1 John 1:9,
et al.).
Let us, as God’s children, “walk in the light” as
fully as humanly possible, knowing that, at our best,
we will sometimes fail to do so and thereby sin. To
deny this fact means that we have lied and that we

have implied that God is a liar (v. 10). Let us also,
however, enjoy the comfort and hope the Scriptures
afford in the assurance that, by continuing to live
in harmony with the will of God (“walking in the
light”) as much as it is possible for dedicated saints
to do, the blood of Christ will keep on cleansing us
of sin and thus keep us ready (and able) to enter the
heavenly portals at last. This principle, I have long
been convinced, the Bible teaches.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Christ Crucified
Bobby Duncan
Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks
seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ
crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and
unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them
that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God, and the wisdom of God
(1 Cor. 1:22-24).
Is this statement by Paul concerning his preaching an oversimplification? Or is it actually the case
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PDF file so you will need to have the Acrobat Reader program on your computer. If you
have any questions please contact the office at
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that the term Christ crucified accurately denotes the
preaching of that peerless apostle? In 1 Corinthians
2:1-2 he declared:
And I, brethren, when I came unto you,
came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony
of God. For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.
This verse affirms not only that Paul preached “Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” but that his preaching was limited to that theme; he knew nothing else
to preach. That which he here terms, “Jesus Christ,
and him crucified,” he calls simply, “the cross,” in
1 Corinthians 1:18, where he wrote, “For the word
of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us who are saved it is the power of God.”
While we know that the preaching done by Paul
was not limited to the mere fact of the crucifixion
of Christ, it is significant that he used these terms to
denote what he preached. The cross of Christ was
central to the preaching, not only of Paul, but of
all inspired preachers in the New Testament. The
magnificent sermon delivered by Peter on Pentecost of Acts 2 centered around the cross, and
showed both logically and scripturally that Jesus of
Nazareth whom the Jews had crucified had been

raised from the dead, thus proving Him to be the
Christ, the Son of God. In preaching to Cornelius
and his household, Peter declared:
And we are witnesses of all things which
he did both in the country of the Jews, and
in Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God raised up the
third day, and gave him to be made manifest
(Acts 10:39-40).
The Jewish leaders at Jerusalem knew exactly
what the theme of the preaching was that was done
by the apostles. They said to the apostles on one
occasion:
Did not we straitly command you that ye
should not teach in this name? and, behold,
ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine,
and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us
(Acts 5:28).
Obviously, the apostles had been preaching about
the crucifixion of Christ.
Jesus was speaking of His crucifixion when He
said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me” (John 12:32).
We understand that Jesus had to die to enable
God to be infinitely just and at the same time justify
sinners (Rom. 3:24-26). But why the cross? Why
crucifixion? The cross underscores the seriousness of sin and God’s hatred of it. The world
glorifies sin. The religious world, in large measure,
has chosen to classify sin as an ailment instead of a
misdeed. Even in the church, sin is overlooked and
its seriousness is minimized. But if one wants to
know if sin is really bad, let him look at the cross.
For me to behold the cross, realizing what took
place there was brought on by my sins, causes me
to see that sin is not something to be smiled at; it is
serious. God hates sin.
The cross emphasizes man’s lost condition.
The familiar parables of the lost sheep, the lost
coin, and the lost boy (Luke 15) remind us that the
“Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost” (Luke 19:10). If one wants to know God’s

estimate of how terrible it is for one to be lost, then
let him look at the cross and see the price God was
willing to pay to redeem lost humanity.
The cross points to God’s love for sinners.
Though God hates sin, He loves sinners. That
which pictures God’s hatred of sin is that which
portrays God’s love for sinners.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
Perhaps a passage even more meaningful in one
sense is Galatians 2:20:
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.
This passage does not merely say He died for sinners, but for me; as much for me as if I were the
only sinner in the world. He loved me, and gave
himself for me!
The cross emphasizes the necessity of obedience to the Scriptures. Jesus went to the cross
because that was the only way He could be obedient to the Scriptures. With the cross casting its
shadow over Him, He said: “Thinkest thou that I
cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?
But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that
thus it must be?” (Mat. 26:53-54). In Philippians
2:8 Paul wrote that Jesus “humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.” Do you want to know if obedience to that
which is written is important? You will find the answer when you look at the cross.
But God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world (Gal. 6:14).
Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)

Reading/Invitation
November 19, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Darrell Broking
November 26, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
November 16, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 26, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
December 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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“I’ll Stay at My Post Until…”
Terry M. Hightower
Pailo Cemetery near the city of Tacloban, on
Leyte Island in the Philippines, was very still. Officers and men of the United States Navy stood silently in long straight lines, each heart was deeply
stirred. The minister, William Prigger, was finishing the burial service for one hundred thirty-one
men, killed when a Japanese kamikaze suicide
plane devastated and nearly destroyed the American battleship Nashville.
The men present watched and listened, and
knew that, so easily they also might have died
with their comrades. Suddenly the plaintive notes
of “Call to Colors” rang out and the flag that had
been flying at half-mast slowly rose to the top of
the flagpole. The honor guard had paid their tribute
to fallen compatriots. The men stood at the salute,
never to forget that tragic day when destruction
burst from the Pacific skies (Ivor Powell, Bible
Highways).

To these Americans it seemed inconceivable
that fanatical Japanese pilots would willingly sacrifice themselves for their Emperor. Their U.S.
superiors had said such would be the case. They
were told that the kamikaze flyers would be a menace to all Allied ships. When the enemy launched
the treacherous attack, the sky seemed filled with
planes, and bombs were soon falling everywhere.
Then came that horrifying screaming sound of a
plane hurtling toward the ship’s deck and one hundred thirty-one men died. They rushed the wounded to the hospital, and the grim fight to save lives
continued day and night. In the quietness of the
Pailo Cemetery, the unfortunate victims of enemy
madness were buried with full military honors.
One young man, Harold Adams, seemed more
upset than the rest, and with face intensely grim he
said: “Chaplain, those men died for us!” “Yes, I
know. What do you think we should do about it?”

Adams said, “I don’t know what you are going
to do. I don’t know what others are going to do; but
I’ll tell you what I intend to do. When the ship is
out on the ocean again and general quarters sound,
I’m going to my battle station. I’ll stay at my gun
till every enemy plane is shot out of the air and every enemy ship sunk to the bottom of the ocean.
Yes, I’ll stay at my post until that for which these
died becomes a reality in this world.”
Can you honestly say you are “looking for the
blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his
own possession, zealous of good works” (Tit. 2:1314)?
Are you fighting the good fight as His soldier?
Are you finishing the course? Are you keeping the
faith?
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). After
being immersed into Christ the True Emperor (Gal.
3:27-28), every Christian must stay at his post until every evil agency is swept from the battlefields
of life, until each hateful thing in national and in-

ternational life is destroyed until those glorious
principles for which Christ died sways all who will
listen.
Take heed lest there shall be any one that
maketh spoil of you through his philosophy
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ (Col. 2:8).
Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of the
world (Mat. 28:19-20).
I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the course, I have kept the faith (2 Tim 4:7).
The kingdom of God is eternal. “For thus shall
be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ” (2 Pet. 1:11). To work for it, to extend its
influence, to please its King—these are the greatest
achievements in life. Are you working, extending,
and pleasing?
PO Box 244; Vega, TX 79092

Small Word, Large Meaning
Dub McClish
Short words are often “long” in their meaning
(e.g., if, no, why? yes, et al.). Must is such a word.
Jesus said, “We must work the works of him that
sent me” (John 9:4), indicating that which is necessary, obligatory, indispensable, required, all of
which are in this small word. Let us trace a few of
the many appearances of this word in the Bible.
1. Men must believe in God to approach Him
and please Him: “He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that seek after him” (Heb. 11:6b). Belief in God’s
existence, including trust in His promises, is the be-

ginning point of a relationship with Him. The entire context of Hebrews 11 defines faith in terms of
obedient trust. Belief in His promises includes: “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark
16:16) and every other promise He has made.
2. Men must be born again: “Marvel not that
I said unto thee, Ye must be born anew” (John
3:7). These words summarize Jesus’ earlier statement: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God!” (v. 5). Therefore, one
must be born of water and the Spirit to enter the
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kingdom, which is equivalent to being saved and
being added to the church. The Spirit’s part in the
new birth is the begettal, accomplished through His
Word (Luke 8:11; 1 Pet. 1:23). This spiritual seed
results in the birth of water—baptism. Jesus’ own
explanation of the new birth is Mark 16:16, quoted
and cited above. Jesus made no exceptions.
3. Men must worship God in spirit and truth:

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Spirit is
not a reference to the Holy Spirit, but to our human spirits or minds. Our minds and hearts must
be sincerely involved, rather than merely “going
through the motions.” Truth refers to God’s Word
(17:17). Our worship must be governed by the only
source of religious authority in the Christian age—
the New Testament. God does not accept whatever
men choose to call “worship,” but only what He
has authorized. All other “worship” is false, vain,
or will worship (John 4:23; Mat. 15:9; Col. 2:23),
and God rejects it, regardless of how sincerely offered.
4. Men must give an account of their lives: “For
we must all be made manifest before the judgmentseat of Christ; that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he hath done,
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). God has
made us with free wills, allowing us to choose obedience or disobedience to His will. But make no
mistake, no one will avoid the Judgment, at which
Jesus’ Word will judge us (John 12:48).
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

How Much of the Lord’s Time Have You Stolen?
There was a story in Rochester, Texas church
bulletin about a young man who was working in a
large department store, being told by his employer
that he would be required to work on Sunday. It
so happened that the hours assigned to him would
have prevented his attending any of the worship
services to which he had been accustomed to attending since childhood.
The young man informed his employer that he
would not be able to continue his work under these
conditions, and his employer told him he would
have to go.
A few days later, the young man answered an
ad in the paper from a bank which had advertised
a vacancy for a teller. In checking the young man’s

previous employers, the bank president contacted
the department store head and inquired as to the
boy’s record and whether he could recommend
him. The store manager replied, “Why yes, I will
be glad to recommend him. He will make you a
good man. I just fired him a few days ago.”
“Fired him?” the bank president exclaimed.
“Why would you recommend a man whom you
just recently dismissed from your service?” The
store manager explained the circumstances under which the boy was released, and remarked, “I
know he will make you a good man for your bank,
because if he will not steal the Lord’s time, he will
not steal your money.”
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)
Rose Reece (Marilyn Hall’s sister)

Reading/Invitation
November 26, 2008
Bible Reading: Ray Dodd
Invitation: Bill Busch
December 3, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
November 26, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
December 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Those Foolish Pharisees
Straining at a Gnat, Swallowing a Camel
Tim Smith

Do you recall the saying attributed (rightly) to
our Lord about straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel? Picture it if you can, despite the nauseating
nature of such a picture, it is worth the effort. Having preached in more than a few buildings without
air conditioning, I have swallowed a gnat or two
through the years, as well as the occasional fly and
mosquito and, sadly, etc. Something so seemingly
commonplace and small, one might think, would
not be such a bad ordeal; but, obviously (to me,
anyway) they have not stood before an audience of
people and tried to maintain their composure after
eating (albeit unwittingly) a bug! It is embarrassing. It makes speaking difficult. And, to think about
it, it is also a bit disgusting.
But Jesus did not say they were eating gnats,
He said that they were straining the gnats—that is,
using a fine filter to make sure that the gnats could

in no way pass through them into the food that was
to be eaten. The gnats were no problem, for they
were strained out. What these people did was to
remove the minutiae and leave the gates open for
the gigantic. They swallowed a camel! Obviously,
this is a figurative saying, an illustration. They did
not actually swallow a camel—as implied by the
illustration, they swallowed it whole—not only
would that be hard to do physically, it would be
impossible.
What had they done? They were careful to take
care of the small things of religion while allowing
the underlying principles of religion to go untended.
They might have made sure their hair was combed
just so but let their neighbors starve to death. Perhaps they did nothing on the Sabbath but did it in
such a way as to capture the glory for themselves
and sought to eclipse the One unto whom the Sab-

bath was supposed to bring glory. In little things
they were great but in great things they were very
small.
Those foolish Pharisees! How did they ever get
to be the influential leaders of Judaism that they
were in New Testament times? Some of the things
they did make me wonder if they had sense enough
to come in out of the rain! Ridiculous. Imagine,
complaining that Jesus had healed an ailing man on
Saturday—they completely overlooked what He
did and chose to complain about when He did it.
I am glad we do not have any camel eaters today. No, in our advanced society of higher learning
and culture we are only interested in what is right
and true and not at all in those trivial matters that
proved the undoing of past ages. Yes, we are much
better than they were. Everyone is interested only
in the Lord’s will and cares not at all for advancing his/her own agenda. Oh, I know—other people
have their opinions that they elevate to positions of
importance greater than they warrant, but not me.
No, nor any of my friends. We are just where we
should be and no one can criticize us. We require
Book, Chapter, and Verse for all that we do and
that is that. Well, there are some things we insist

on that we do not have Bible for—not specifically,
anyway; but that is different. Whenever we have an
opinion for which we have no Bible authority we
only hold that opinion because we feel we know
what is best. Yes, that is it—we know what works
best and we are therefore justified in holding that
opinion despite the fact that there is no Bible for it.
Yes sir, I strain gnats and I avoid camels. I do
things exactly right—or at least the things I do
are pretty much right. I hardly do anything that is
not exactly right. Hmm…those foolish Pharisees.
Imagine. Religious people making up rules God
did not make. Who did they think they were? Well,
they got their comeuppance. Yes sir, we are better
than them. Of course, we know better how things
should be done sometimes, and we do them that
way—even though we have no Bible authority for
so doing; but we are not like the Pharisees when we
so act. No, it is different when we do it—well, I did
not mean to imply that we do the same thing they
did when we make up a rule God did not make; we
mean well when we do so. They were just foolish.
Yes, those foolish Pharisees.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

May Churches Aid Each Other in
Edification and Evangelism?
Gus Nichols
At the close of the Colossian letter, Paul said:
And when this epistle is read among you,
cause that it be read also in the church of the
Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the
epistle from Laodicea (Col. 4:16).
Here is a command for these two churches to cooperate with each other in a matter of teaching,
edification, or evangelism. The one church was
to “cause” the Word of God to be read in another
church, and that church was to aid the other by

returning the favor. The Jerusalem church sent
Barnabas to Antioch to aid the church there in edification and evangelism (Acts 11:20-26). A great
many conversions resulted from this cooperative
work. The Jerusalem church later sent four of its
preachers and teachers to aid the church at Antioch in edification and evangelism (15:22-35). They
also sent a part of the written Word of God to the
Antioch church, just as the church at Colossee
had been commanded to do in sending one of the

books of the New Testament unto another church
(Col. 4:16). O yes, money was also sometimes
sent by cooperating churches to aid another church
in edification and evangelism (2 Cor. 11:8). Here
money was sent by cooperating churches to bring
“service” to the church at Corinth. While the passage does not say whether the money was sent to
Paul directly, or to the church for him, the fact that
that matter is left indefinite shows that it would not

make any difference in either case. God left it indefinite so that we might know that we might do
it either way, else he would have plainly told us to
whom the money must be sent. Funds were sent for
the “relief unto the brethren” in Judea, but they sent
it to the elders for the brethren (Acts 11:29-30) and
not directly to the brethren. It may have been thus
in Paul’s case.
Deceased

The Pride and Arrogance of Man
Paul Vaughn
The haughtiness of man is often exhibited in his
“super attitude” toward God and spiritual things.
The evolutionist examines the complexity of man
and teaches that humans evolved into existence
over billions of years. Yet, the Bible teaches that
God created man in His image on day six (a literal
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twenty-four day, not an eon of time) of the creation
week (Gen. 1:26-27). The teaching of evolution is
a blatant attack on God and His Word. The evolutionist has an open disregard for the Bible and the
existence of God with a vehement outcry of dis-

honor.
One may expect to see dishonor from those
who reject and have no respect for God. Yet, the
pride and arrogance of “religious people” is easily
seen in much of their favorite expressions in use
today. Have you ever thought about the arrogance
of the statement: “Would you accept Jesus?” This
statement is one of pride. Why? It implies that man
knows what is best for himself. It should be that
man obeys the teaching of Jesus so the Lord will
accept him. Another expression of pride is: “Join
the church of your choice.” Again, this expression
implies arrogance on the part of man. The Scriptures teach that one is added to the church once
he obeys the Gospel. It is written, “And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved”
(Acts 2:47).
God has never, nor will He ever accept the pride
and arrogance of man. Solomon wrote, “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before
a fall” (Pro. 16:18). It is a humble heart and contrite
spirit that is acceptable to God. Friend, let us all
humble ourselves before God and always do as He
requires. Because it is written, “Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt you in due time” (1 Pet. 5:6).
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)
Rose Reece (Marilyn Hall’s sister)

Reading/Invitation
December 3, 2008
Bible Reading: Andrew Hatcher
Invitation: Bill Crowe
December 10, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
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Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
December 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 24, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
December 31, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
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Those Foolish Pharisees
Straining at a Gnat, Swallowing a Camel
Tim Smith

Do you recall the saying attributed (rightly) to
our Lord about straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel? Picture it if you can, despite the nauseating
nature of such a picture, it is worth the effort. Having preached in more than a few buildings without
air conditioning, I have swallowed a gnat or two
through the years, as well as the occasional fly and
mosquito and, sadly, etc. Something so seemingly
commonplace and small, one might think, would
not be such a bad ordeal; but, obviously (to me,
anyway) they have not stood before an audience of
people and tried to maintain their composure after
eating (albeit unwittingly) a bug! It is embarrassing. It makes speaking difficult. And, to think about
it, it is also a bit disgusting.
But Jesus did not say they were eating gnats,
He said that they were straining the gnats—that is,
using a fine filter to make sure that the gnats could

in no way pass through them into the food that was
to be eaten. The gnats were no problem, for they
were strained out. What these people did was to
remove the minutiae and leave the gates open for
the gigantic. They swallowed a camel! Obviously,
this is a figurative saying, an illustration. They did
not actually swallow a camel—as implied by the
illustration, they swallowed it whole—not only
would that be hard to do physically, it would be
impossible.
What had they done? They were careful to take
care of the small things of religion while allowing
the underlying principles of religion to go untended.
They might have made sure their hair was combed
just so but let their neighbors starve to death. Perhaps they did nothing on the Sabbath but did it in
such a way as to capture the glory for themselves
and sought to eclipse the One unto whom the Sab-
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“For What Is Your Life?”
David P. Brown
We must die! We have no choice! By mortal observation and sacred declaration do we realize that
“death” is our last appointment on the agenda of
our earthly pilgrimage (Rev. 9:27). It is a migration
of our spirits we struggle to comprehend but our
finite minds cannot fathom. Only one possible alternative exists: to be shrouded in this tent of flesh
when Christ returns at the end of the world. But in
either case our state of being must undergo a radical and eternal change. For “flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption” (1 Cor. 15:50-52). So we
wait; for we do not know when either shall appear
(Mat. 24:36).
In the light of these sobering facts our sojourn
here takes on new and vivid meaning. Material
things are seen in a different light; for we hunger
and thirst after those things that shall transcend
death. We want to go into the judgment with the

characteristics that shall abide and receive the
blessings of Jesus. In summation, we want to go
to heaven. We want to live so as to hear our Savior
say .to us; “Well done, good and faithful servant”
(Mat. 25:21).
We become, therefore, more aware of the inner man and its needs, rather than the needs of the
outward man. “For indeed we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. 5:4). We
understand more fully why Paul said,
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory; While we look not
at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal (2 Cor. 4: 16-18).

O how marvelous! O how wonderful!
Through the sacred Word by the eye of faith our
God has blessed us to see the unseen—the eternal.
With the father of the faithful, we too can look “for
a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10).
Where at one time we were worldly minded
“all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16);
we now know that for our spirits to be prepared for
our “home” we must
hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man. For God shall
bring every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil (Ecc. 12:5, 13-14).
For our spirits to be prepared to make their flight
into eternity we must mold them with a love that
always brings about a close submission to the will
of Jesus (John 14:15). Because “whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him” (1 John 2:5). If
man does not have to obey Christ in order to manifest his love to Him, what other way is available
to do so? We must say with Paul that all that really
matters is “keeping of the commandments of God”

(1 Cor. 7:19).
We no longer are anxious about the present because we are anchored in the future (Mat. 6:33).
Men cease to cause fear in us because we are servants of God and fear Him (Luke 12:4-5). We work
in the church of Christ adhering to the principal of
“whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him” (Rom. 16:16; Col. 3:17).
We still do not know when our appointment
with death will be or when Christ shall appear the
second time. But being faithful we know we are
prepared and we rejoice in the
exceeding great and precious promises: that
by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust (2 Pet. 1:4).
With a prayer on our lips and these peaceful sublime thoughts in mind we can pillow our heads in
rest at the end of a weary and toilsome day. We can
now drift into a pleasant sleep, having the last cares
of the day vanquished from our spirits by the words
of a sweet refrain.
“There’s a land that is fairer than day, and by
faith we can see it afar. For the Fathers waits over
the way, to prepare us a dwelling place there.”
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373

What About Christmas
Gus Nichols
There is no proof that Christ was born on December 25. But the glorious good news is in the
fact that He was born as our Saviour, that He came
down from heaven to seek and to save the lost
(Luke 2:8-12).
Christ should be just as precious to us as if He
had been born on December 25. In fact, if He had
been born only yesterday we would know nothing
of His wonderful life, His miracles, His teachings,
His death for our sins, His resurrection and ascension into heaven. We would know nothing about

the New Testament church and the spreading of
Christianity upon the earth, as in the Acts of the
Apostles. In fact, if Christ had been born yesterday, we would not yet have the New Testament and
Christianity.
Another fact worthy of consideration is the fact
that we can rejoice in Christ, as Christians and believers in Christ, on December 25, just the same as
on the other 364 days of the year. We do not have
to cease to be happy in Jesus at “Christmas” just to
be different from others. Paul says, “Rejoice in the

Lord always” (Phi. 4:4). This would take in Christmas the same as all other days of the year.
Instead of revealing the date of the birth of
Christ, God has revealed the day on which He was
raised from the dead—the first day of the week
(Mark 16:1, 9; Luke 24:1-47). God does want us
to celebrate this day. It is a day called “the Lord’s
Day” (Rev. 1:10; 1 Cor. 16:2). In it we are especially rejoiceful and glad.
We should show our faith in Christ, in His birth,
in His life, in all He did for us, and is doing for
us, in every proper way; but we should not deceive
others into thinking we are celebrating December
25 as the birthday of Christ, for there is no good
reason to believe it is the date of His birth.
But when all the facts are considered, there is
nothing to prevent our enjoying the holiday season
just ahead called “Christmas.”
We may give and receive gifts in this season, or

at any other season of the year, on December 25,
or on any other day of the year that we wish—on
our birthday, or that of others. In fact, we should
“rejoice with them that do rejoice” at Christmas or
any other time. There is not enough happiness in
the world any way. We can, however, do all this
without celebrating Christmas as the birthday of
Christ.
Finally, it is proof of the divinity of Christ to
find Him so popular in the world nineteen hundred
years after His birth that the civilized world wants
to celebrate His birth, whether it knows the date or
not. Thank God for our Lord and His coming into
the world, regardless of the exact date of His arrival
by virgin birth. We shall, therefore, go on teaching
His truth, whatever is proper and fitting, regardless
of “Christmas.”
Deceased

Devotion: a Characteristic of a Faithful Christian
Paul Vaughn
A faithful Christian will exhibit certain characteristics in their daily lives that all should be able
to see. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Mat. 5:16). A
Christian life should be filled with good works that
those in the church and those in the world will be
able to notice.
The characteristic of devotion should be exhibited by all Christians. One must be devoted to
God. It is written, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind” (Mat. 22:37). God will have first
place in the life of every Christian who is seeking
to be faithful. The apostle Paul said, “For to me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phi. 1:21). He was
going to be devoted to Christ no matter what came
his way. Serving Jesus was the most important ob-

jective of his life.
The faithful Christian will be devoted to the
Scriptures, each day he will live by divine writ. “It
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Mat. 4:4). That means laying God’s Word in
our heart so we will not sin against the Lord. “Thy
word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee” (Psa. 119:11).
The Christian husband is devoted to his wife.
He keeps his heart pure for her, never letting one
come between them. The Christian wife is devoted
to her husband. She never gives in to the immoral
pleasures of the world that are always present. Yes!
Devotion is a characteristic of the faithful Christian. It should be a distinctive mark of everyone.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Rose Reece (Marilyn Hall’s sister)

Reading/Invitation
December 10, 2008
Bible Reading: Daniel Hatcher
Invitation: Dale Cunningham
December 17, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee
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Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
December 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 24, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
December 31, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
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“For What Is Your Life?”
David P. Brown
We must die! We have no choice! By mortal observation and sacred declaration do we realize that
“death” is our last appointment on the agenda of
our earthly pilgrimage (Rev. 9:27). It is a migration
of our spirits we struggle to comprehend but our
finite minds cannot fathom. Only one possible alternative exists: to be shrouded in this tent of flesh
when Christ returns at the end of the world. But in
either case our state of being must undergo a radical and eternal change. For “flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption” (1 Cor. 15:50-52). So we
wait; for we do not know when either shall appear
(Mat. 24:36).
In the light of these sobering facts our sojourn
here takes on new and vivid meaning. Material
things are seen in a different light; for we hunger
and thirst after those things that shall transcend
death. We want to go into the judgment with the

characteristics that shall abide and receive the
blessings of Jesus. In summation, we want to go
to heaven. We want to live so as to hear our Savior
say .to us; “Well done, good and faithful servant”
(Mat. 25:21).
We become, therefore, more aware of the inner man and its needs, rather than the needs of the
outward man. “For indeed we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. 5:4). We
understand more fully why Paul said,
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory; While we look not
at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal (2 Cor. 4: 16-18).
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MEETING TIMES
SUNDAY:
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In One Generation’s Time
Bill Jackson
Some very wise men in the kingdom have
been known to state that we are always just one
generation from apostasy. In seeing the growth of
harmful trends in these last several years, we are
convinced that a full generation is not needed! But
let us focus on what can occur in one generation’s
time, and Judges 2:10 is so appropriate just here.
Reference has been made to Joshua’s generation
and then this:
And also all that generation were gathered
unto their fathers: and there arose another
generation after them, which knew not the
Lord, nor yet the works which he had done
for Israel.
This, in one generation’s time!
Our Lord had made it so plain, in John 6:45:
It is written in the prophets, And they shall
be all taught of God. Every man therefore
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

We see the emphasis we are making now in the
wording of the Great Commission, recorded by
Matthew: “Go ye therefore, and teach…Teaching
them” (Mat. 28:19-20). A shift away from the study
of, and teaching of, the Word of God is the opening
of the door and a begging for apostasy. That lesson
has been well demonstrated in Israel’s history, and
it has been repeatedly shown in the history of the
church. But, do we learn?
We can see deviation at work in one generation’s time in what we read of the work in Ephesus.
This was a noteworthy stop in the apostle Paul’s
missionary endeavors (Acts 19), and we combine
that fact with several others made plain in the New
Testament. May we be reminded of blessings and
benefits received by Ephesus:
1. Paul had visited there, and caused some to take
their place faithfully in Christ. Not every city
or community in the New Testament era had
an apostle to visit them early in their work, but

Ephesus did!
2. Late in his missionary work, Paul called the
Ephesian elders to meet him at Miletus, and he
reviewed his work before them, gave them special charges pertaining to their work, spoke of
dangers before them as wolves would seek to
harm their flock, and gave them specific warnings regarding some false men arising from their
own ranks! (Acts 20:28-30). Not every church,
and not every eldership, was blessed in having
an apostle to meet with them and call special
attention to dangerous times ahead, with warnings given to them to be faithful, but Ephesus
had such warnings given!
3. The apostle Paul wrote a letter to the Ephesian
congregation, with that special emphasis on
Christ, Head of the church; the giving of God’s
foreordained will for the saving of men; the
Word of truth as the instrument of salvation,
and the great unity the Spirit teaches, with the
need to loyally maintain and keep it! Not every
New Testament congregation had a letter sent
to them from an inspired apostle, but Ephesus
was so blessed!

So, those benefits: Paul’s physically being with
them, Paul’s meeting with the leadership for special teaching and warning, and Paul’s great lessons
to them in his letter sent them. What benefits and
blessings were given to Ephesus!
In less than a generation’s time, we see Ephesus
again, as the Lord, the Head of the church, writes
to that congregation. The letter to Ephesus is one
among seven, recorded in Revelation chapters 2
and 3. The Lord, always faithful in noting loyalty
and dedication, refers to some of that in Ephesus’
history, but then we have this: “Nevertheless I have
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy
first love” (Rev. 2:4). Against the blessings and
benefits earlier received by Ephesus, now we have
words from the Christ Himself: “Ephesus does not
love me as she earlier did.” And not too many years
later, in the apostasy of the late first century and
beyond, Ephesus ceased to be the people of God!
It thus has happened, and it is happening today,
and it will happen to some in the future. Will we
learn from Ephesus? Remember, in one generation’s time—or less!
Deceased

What the Bible Says about...Noah’s Salvation
Jess Whitlock

Noah Was Saved by Grace. “Grace” is defined
as “favor or mercy.” Genesis 6:8 states, “But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” The ASV
(1901) uses the word “favor” in lieu of “grace.” We
Are Saved by Grace. “For by grace are ye saved
through faith” (Eph. 2:8).
Noah Was Saved by Faith. Hebrews 11:7
reads, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his house.” We Are Saved by
Faith. Hebrews 11:6 specifies: “But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a re-

warder of them that diligently seek him.” As noted
earlier, “For by grace are ye saved through faith”
(Eph. 2:8).
Noah Was Saved by Obedience. Notice Hebrews 11:7 (again) with Genesis 6:22: “Thus did
Noah; according to all that God commanded him,
so did he.” We Are Saved by Obedience. Jesus
Christ said in Matthew 7:21: “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven.” The Hebrews author
penned,
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedi-

ence by the things which he suffered; And
being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him
(5:8-9).
Noah Was Saved by Water. “Which sometime
were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was
a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water” (1 Pet. 3:20). We Are Saved by
Water. First Peter 3:21 goes on to say:

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth
also now save us (not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.
Remember, a faith that will not obey is a faith
that will not save! Let us always allow God’s Word
to be the last Word!
270 West Brooks Dr; Evant, TX 76525

Promoting Unity
Winfred Clark
We hear of and see a number of things being
promoted today. Some are good and some not so
good. Some are scriptural and others are not. One,
however, is really impressed as he reads the Galatian letter to see that Paul surely promoted unity
among his brethren.
I do not guess anybody would think he would
promote unity on anything less than a Bible basis.
But Paul wanted these brethren to know what real
unity was. Take a look at this. “There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). So there is no question about
the fact of unity. They occupy the position of unity
in Christ and Paul wants to do all he can to protect
the unity they have. How then, will Paul seek to
promote unity? What will an apostle’s approach be
to such a vital matter?
For one thing, Paul would help them see the
price of division. Listen as he says, “But if ye bite
and devour one another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of another” (5:15). That sounds to
me like Paul is saying they can self-destruct or
destroy one another. Like two violent and vicious
animals who cut and claw one another until both
are disabled beyond recovery. Paul wants his brethren to see that their inward division was too high a
price to pay.

One sees this sort of thing in some divorces.
Both parties go into court with the intent to destroy
the character and good name of the other. When
they emerge from the conflicts both are decimated.
The children are left bewildered and confused and
are caught between their hearts and heads. Respect
for and confidence in the parents is shaken and
shattered. That is the price one pays for division.
But what could prevent such division? Well,
in the first place, one could never allow himself or
herself to act like an animal. Such conduct is manifest in the works of the flesh (5:19-21). But if we
give way to the flesh it is obvious we are not led by
the teaching of the Spirit. We will take the carnal
approach and that means we are no different than
the man of the world.
However, we can solve the problem of the fellowship of the saints by promoting the fruit of the
Spirit in the saints. Where this is found you have
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control (5:22-23).
How would you like to be in a situation where
only those kinds of folks were found? You say, I
would love to be there. That is exactly what every
congregation of the Lord’s people is supposed to
be, no more and no less.
Such would surely promote peace.
Deceased

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)

Reading/Invitation
December 17, 2008
Bible Reading: Jim Loy
Invitation: Ray Foshee
December 24, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Cary Parks

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
December 14, 2008
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 24, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
December 31, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
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In One Generation’s Time
Bill Jackson
Some very wise men in the kingdom have
been known to state that we are always just one
generation from apostasy. In seeing the growth of
harmful trends in these last several years, we are
convinced that a full generation is not needed! But
let us focus on what can occur in one generation’s
time, and Judges 2:10 is so appropriate just here.
Reference has been made to Joshua’s generation
and then this:
And also all that generation were gathered
unto their fathers: and there arose another
generation after them, which knew not the
Lord, nor yet the works which he had done
for Israel.
This, in one generation’s time!
Our Lord had made it so plain, in John 6:45:
It is written in the prophets, And they shall
be all taught of God. Every man therefore
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

We see the emphasis we are making now in the
wording of the Great Commission, recorded by
Matthew: “Go ye therefore, and teach…Teaching
them” (Mat. 28:19-20). A shift away from the study
of, and teaching of, the Word of God is the opening
of the door and a begging for apostasy. That lesson
has been well demonstrated in Israel’s history, and
it has been repeatedly shown in the history of the
church. But, do we learn?
We can see deviation at work in one generation’s time in what we read of the work in Ephesus.
This was a noteworthy stop in the apostle Paul’s
missionary endeavors (Acts 19), and we combine
that fact with several others made plain in the New
Testament. May we be reminded of blessings and
benefits received by Ephesus:
1. Paul had visited there, and caused some to take
their place faithfully in Christ. Not every city
or community in the New Testament era had
an apostle to visit them early in their work, but
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Worshipping God by the Clock
Ken Chumbley
Several years ago I read an article with the above
title. I have adapted many of the thoughts that were
in that article as I believe they contain a very important message. The author of the article wrote
about receiving an invitation to a social event. The
time that was given for this event was “8 p.m.—
who knows when?” What about our worship services, our Bible classes, our Gospel Meetings?
Would it not be great if brethren were so hungry
for the Word of God, so eager for Christian fellowship, and so desirous of worshipping God that a
time of commencement could be announced and
then indicate that the conclusion would be “who
knows when?”
The author made the following statement:
Apparently, this attitude was present at the
gathering of the church for worship and
study at Troas (Acts 20:6-12). Most of the
time when reference is made to Paul pro-

longing his speech until midnight, the reference is to make a dig at someone who has
preached a little longer than 30 minutes.
However, not only did Paul, speak until
midnight, but even after raising Eutychus
from the dead, the people continued in fellowship and stayed until the break of day.
However, that is not the situation today. It has
virtually been set in stone that a sermon should
be preached in such a way that it is no longer than
twenty to thirty minutes and that the worship service should take no longer than an hour. Why?
Have we come to the point where we worship God
by the clock? An article, written a number of years
ago, in which one individual was quoted as being
pleased that they had completed the Lord’s Supper in a large congregation in eleven minutes, thus
showing how efficient the congregation was!
Sadly, too many do not have time for God or

for Jesus Christ. Too often we leave little room in
our lives for God and Christ in our thoughts and in
our time. We are so busily engaged with our materialistic lives, imbibing all of the pleasure that we
can and thus Christianity is removed to a remote
place in our lives except for when emergencies
arise. The basic problem is that we are not seeking “first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Mat. 6:33). We joke about being able to beat
others to the restaurant, but in reality, many times,
such things as eating, recreation, business, and so
many other things have higher priority in their lives
than worshipping God. We are not hungering and
thirsting after righteousness as we ought, if we
were, we could not spend enough time studying
God’s Word and hearing it preached.
It is said that in the early years of the Restoration Movement, John Smith rode on horseback for
many miles to hear Alexander Campbell preach.
As he was returning with a companion, Smith
complained, “That was a long ride to hear a man
preach only 30 minutes.” His friend replied, “You
have misread your watch. Brother Campbell

preached three hours.” Earlier in my life I had the
opportunity to hear, on different occasions, two of
the greatest preachers of the twentieth century, Foy
E. Wallace and Gus Nichols and both preached for
over two and a half hours, but it sure did not seem
like it! How many of us today would listen to a
three-hour sermon today, even from the world’s
greatest orator? We can go to football games that
can last up to three hours, but are unhappy when
services take longer than an hour.
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). If we reduce our hearing of God’s Word, we reduce our faith. As we reduce our faith, we reduce our service to God. All
of these work together to weaken the church and to
cause the problems of lack of church growth. Let
us “hunger and thirst after righteousness” (Mat.
5:6) and “seek ye first the kingdom of God” (Mat.
6:33) and be willing to devote the necessary time
to our worship.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

Present Day Sodom
Daniel Denham
Everyone familiar with the Bible can recall the
fate of the wicked cities of the Plain in Genesis 19.
Among those cities were Sodom and Gomorrah,
cities whose moral decadence was so great that
their very names have come to be associated in our
vernacular with debauchery and sexual perversion.
Their evil in going after strange flesh helped doom
them to a state of ignominious disrepute rarely paralleled in history. The evils of Sodom in the practice of homosexuality gave rise to the name “sodomite” as a synonym for “homosexual.”
Today a new Sodom darkens the earth. It is a
land where homosexuality is flaunted as merely an
alternate life-style. In one of its major cities the
number of practicing sodomites is estimated to in-

clude one out of every five people in its census. One
film company recently put out a movie in which
the Saviour and Lord of glory was portrayed as an
effeminate homosexual who also had flings with
Martha and Mary. It is a land where some religious
leaders have stepped to the forefront to defend such
practices as normal and wholesome.
One Pentecostal minister, familiar to millions
in his homeland, was defrocked by his denomination due in part to accusations that he engaged in
this type of conduct himself. A bill that would grant
full civil rights on the grounds of sexual preference
has been introduced into this nation’s legislature.
This law, if passed, would grant the same rights
that exist under the law to all despite race or ethnic

origin to any wishing to practice an aberrant form
of sexual behavior. An amendment to this nation’s
constitution was narrowly defeated. It would have
granted full license to such conduct. A recent scandal rocked its Senate when it was discovered that
several hundreds of thousands of dollars of its federal revenues (tax monies) were given to homosexual front groups to establish and conduct seminars
and clinics on better homosexual techniques.
By now you have undoubtedly realized that the
new Sodom is the United States. The trends that
are in motion moving us toward the ashe-heap of
history must be reversed. Homosexuality must be

denounced from our pulpits and its practitioners
among our own members (and there are more than
one might imagine normally!) disciplined. It is a sin
(cf. Rom. 1:26-28; Jude 7). If there are not enough
righteous left to deliver this nation, then it—as did
the cities of the Plain before—shall fall! (cf. Eze.
22:30-31). May God open our eyes to see the bleak
and dismal future for our land and our children if
we fail to stand for what is right! If God’s people
cannot be depended upon to further sound moral
values, then who can?
607 72nd St; Newport News, VA 23605

Authority in Religion
Only two sources of authority exist in religion.
Authority is “from heaven [Divine] or from men
[human]” (Mat. 21:25). Human authorities consist
of such things as the rulings of one man or a council/convention of men, creed books, the majority
vote of members, and personal conscience. Such
sources constitute no standard at all, for they are all
subjective, arising from the thoughts, desires, philosophies, and whims of men. Human authorities
in religion produce doctrinal division and confusion and endorsement of such things as sexual immorality, drinking, and gambling. Jeremiah stated
the fallacy of reliance upon human religious authority: “O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is
not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps” (Jer. 10:23).
Right religion demands an objective standard,
one that originates apart from human thinking, desires, and opinions. The Bible is verily that objective standard.
While approximately forty men were employed
in its writing, they did not write their own philosophies and thoughts. They spoke “not in words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit
teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13). The Bible came from men
who “spake from God, being moved by the Holy

Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21).
The Bible is our Creator’s revelation of Himself
and His will to His rational creation. Men could not
know the will or the plan of God for us without the
revelation of this mystery through the inspired men
(1 Cor. 2:7-10). No one knows one thing about
how to worship God so as to please Him apart from
the New Testament. Apparently, many think that
God is somehow obligated to accept whatever they
choose to offer, but not so. We must worship Him
“in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24), and only the
Bible tells us how to do so. Jesus said that men who
reject Bible doctrine for their own precepts worship in vain (Mat. 15:9).
Likewise, the New Testament is the only source
of information on how God wants us to behave in
our daily lives. The world is drowning in its own
moral filth because so many people have rejected
God and His will in favor of their own subjective,
selfish lusts (Rom 1:21-32).
Without the Bible we would not know that we
are sinners in need of salvation. Moreover, we
would never have known of God’s gracious plan
to save us had He not revealed it to us in His Word,
the only source of this information.
Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Michael Hatcher		
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)

Reading/Invitation
December 24, 2008
Bible Reading: Horace Myrick
Invitation: Cary Parks
December 31, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
December 21, 2008
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 24, 2008
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
December 31, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
January 5, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Worshipping God by the Clock
Ken Chumbley
Several years ago I read an article with the above
title. I have adapted many of the thoughts that were
in that article as I believe they contain a very important message. The author of the article wrote
about receiving an invitation to a social event. The
time that was given for this event was “8 p.m.—
who knows when?” What about our worship services, our Bible classes, our Gospel Meetings?
Would it not be great if brethren were so hungry
for the Word of God, so eager for Christian fellowship, and so desirous of worshipping God that a
time of commencement could be announced and
then indicate that the conclusion would be “who
knows when?”
The author made the following statement:
Apparently, this attitude was present at the
gathering of the church for worship and
study at Troas (Acts 20:6-12). Most of the
time when reference is made to Paul pro-

longing his speech until midnight, the reference is to make a dig at someone who has
preached a little longer than 30 minutes.
However, not only did Paul, speak until
midnight, but even after raising Eutychus
from the dead, the people continued in fellowship and stayed until the break of day.
However, that is not the situation today. It has
virtually been set in stone that a sermon should
be preached in such a way that it is no longer than
twenty to thirty minutes and that the worship service should take no longer than an hour. Why?
Have we come to the point where we worship God
by the clock? An article, written a number of years
ago, in which one individual was quoted as being
pleased that they had completed the Lord’s Supper in a large congregation in eleven minutes, thus
showing how efficient the congregation was!
Sadly, too many do not have time for God or
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Spiritual?
Roelf Ruffner
The term spiritual is much bandied around today. It is used biblically when speaking of things
pertaining to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. But
even the world has taken a shine to this term and is
saying things like “we need to be more spiritual.”
News commentators talk about “spirituality.”
Spirituality Not Found
Outside of Christianity
God made man a reasoning creature. Our world
is a moral wasteland. Many people live empty lives
because of indulgence to the flesh and a pandering to the senses. Some have reached within themselves to find some meaning in their lives. They turn
to New Ageism (mediums, yoga, and mysticism).
What they find titillates their emotional needs but
brings no peace of mind. Paul wrote of such things
as “will worship” (Col. 2:23).
Such people have given up on the King of the
Universe and scurry about in the darkness of their
own “wisdom.” The Bible calls such people fools.

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful;
but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools
(Rom. 1:21-22).
Jehovah teaches us that there are two spiritual
realms in this universe—the kingdom of heaven
and the kingdom of the devil. One is either in God’s
kingdom, or in wickedness (1 John 5:19). Those
outside of God do not love truth (2 The. 2:10-12).
They have allowed the “god of this world” to blind
them to the Gospel (2 Cor. 4:4).
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to
the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to
Christ (Col. 2:8—NKJV).
What Is Spiritual?
We live in a subjective age—where feelings are

the guide. Pentecostalism involves the idea that the
Holy Spirit operates directly on people today—
that the nine miraculous gifts listed in 1 Corinthians
12:8-10 are available now. It does not matter that the
Bible says these gifts have been done away (13:810; Jude 3). Misguided, excitable people convince
themselves that their emotions—the religious hysteria they promote—are caused by the Holy Spirit.
Christianity is objective. Christians base their
faith on the Word of God. We can understand the
words of the Bible. “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15).
Pentecostalism supplants Bible teaching with
emotions. The Lord received authority from the
Father and in turn passed on that authority to the
apostles (Mat. 16:18-19). Christ told the apostles
that after He ascended into heaven He would send
the Holy Spirit who would guide them into “all
truth” (John 16:13-14). The truth they taught and
wrote was confirmed by the Holy Spirit (Mark
16:20; Heb. 2:3-4). When some try to use the Bible
to confirm their gifts rather the gifts confirming the
Bible, they desert Christ and His apostles and become their own authority.
The so-called spirituality of Pentecostalism is
vanity. Hand waving, babble, foot stomping, pew
jumping, aisle rolling, holy laughter, and dancing

appeal to the flesh—not the Spirit.
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace. Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God (Rom. 8:6-8).
Let all things be done decently and in order
(1 Cor. 14:40)
Spirituality Is Obedience
to the Oracles of God
The spiritual are the humble souls who obey
God’s commands. It is strange how many in the
religious world have stood spirituality on its head.
Spirituality is reason (Rom. 12:1). Spiritual (reasonable) service is emotion produced by a rational
response to revelation. It is balanced.
Spirituality is not run amuck, out of control,
slam-bang, do-what-you-will, wide open, no-holds
barred emotionalism. How sad it is to see otherwise good people mistake spirituality for raw and
unbridled passion.
Spirituality, in its deepest sense, is submission
to him who learned obedience by his suffering and
became the author of eternal salvation to those who
obey him (Heb. 5:7-9). Disobedience is carnality;
obedience is spirituality.
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009

The First Murder
Alton W. Fonville
For even Christ pleased not himself…
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And
being made perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him… Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy
will, O God (Rom. 15:3; Heb. 5:8-9; 10:9).
Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,

thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: And being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross (Phi. 2:5-8).
For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning (Rom.

15:3-4).
The Bible plainly declares that “obedience
to God” is the prime requirement if we expect to
please Almighty God. Our Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated that in such a graphic way. He did not
“do His own thing” as so many people want to
do. He obeyed the will of His Father in all things,
and “wrote the instruction book” for each of us to
follow in order to also please God. And the saying which we all hear so often, “when all else fails,
read the instructions” has a definite bearing on our
eternal salvation. Not following the instructions
was behind the very first murder which was recorded in the Bible. The book of Genesis, chapter
4 records the details about Cain becoming envious
and killing his brother Abel because God did not
accept his “worship,” and did accept Abel’s. So, as
we read, we ask “why did God not accept Cain’s
worship?” The Bible tells us that also, but we need
to study some more.
The New Testament book of Hebrews, chapter
11, which we commonly refer to as the “catalog of
the faithful,” tells us:
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead
yet speaketh (Heb. 11:4).
“By faith” means that Abel was following the instructions which had to have been given earlier,
since “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Both Cain and Abel
had, no doubt, heard the same instructions from
God about how to offer acceptable worship, but
Cain used his own wisdom and “presumed that his
sacrifice would be just as good.” When it was not,
he was angry with his brother instead of himself.
This is so typical with people, even of this day and
time. When they are asked “the reason for the hope
that is within them” concerning things which they
do in worship or teach regarding salvation, the first
thing which happens is an angry reply. Instead of

“sanctifying the Lord God in their hearts,” being
ready to obey the Lord, and giving a “thus sayeth
the Lord” for their actions, they want to set themselves apart and do “what pleases them.”
Recently, I had the opportunity to ask a pastor
of the local “Bible church” for his Bible authority
for teaching that, “saying the sinner’s prayer” made
that person a child of God. His reply was typical.
I got a short letter from him expressing his anger
with me and even asking my forgiveness for that
anger, and telling me that I did not show the love
and compassion that Jesus taught. He made it clear
that he did not want to discuss the matter or give
me an answer to the questions which I asked of
him. Not only is this typical of denominations, even
in the Lord’s church when the same questions are
asked regarding Bible authority for certain practices and teachings, their first reply is usually anger.
Some do not even show the common courtesies of
an answer and just ignore the person who is trying
to save a soul from death. First Peter 3:15 might as
well be snipped out of the Bibles of many people,
because it causes anger to arise in a hurry, which
might even cause another murder. We need to “by
faith” follow the instructions—Jesus did!
337 Madison 4605; St. Paul, AR 72760
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Michael Hatcher		
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Dot Brantley. Her nephew, Jeff Smith,
passed away December 15. Please keep
Dot and her family in your prayers.

Reading/Invitation
December 31, 2008
Bible Reading: Elward Brantley
Invitation: Ray Pierce
January 7, 2009
Bible Reading: Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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4850 Saufley Field Road
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Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
December 31, 2008
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
January 5, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 11, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Spiritual?
Roelf Ruffner
The term spiritual is much bandied around today. It is used biblically when speaking of things
pertaining to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. But
even the world has taken a shine to this term and is
saying things like “we need to be more spiritual.”
News commentators talk about “spirituality.”
Spirituality Not Found
Outside of Christianity
God made man a reasoning creature. Our world
is a moral wasteland. Many people live empty lives
because of indulgence to the flesh and a pandering to the senses. Some have reached within themselves to find some meaning in their lives. They turn
to New Ageism (mediums, yoga, and mysticism).
What they find titillates their emotional needs but
brings no peace of mind. Paul wrote of such things
as “will worship” (Col. 2:23).
Such people have given up on the King of the
Universe and scurry about in the darkness of their
own “wisdom.” The Bible calls such people fools.

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful;
but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools
(Rom. 1:21-22).
Jehovah teaches us that there are two spiritual
realms in this universe—the kingdom of heaven
and the kingdom of the devil. One is either in God’s
kingdom, or in wickedness (1 John 5:19). Those
outside of God do not love truth (2 The. 2:10-12).
They have allowed the “god of this world” to blind
them to the Gospel (2 Cor. 4:4).
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to
the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to
Christ (Col. 2:8—NKJV).
What Is Spiritual?
We live in a subjective age—where feelings are
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The Oracles of God
Paul Vaughn
The history of the Israelite people is one of peaks
and valleys. They had blessings beyond measure
from God and at times served Him faithfully, yet
they often failed by revolting from God and worshipping idols. It was during a time of great wickedness that Jeremiah was called to deliver God’s
message to the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.
It was Jeremiah who foretold of the destruction of
Jerusalem and the deportation of the Jews to Babylon (Jer. 16:10-13).
The message Jeremiah spoke to the Israelites
was not his own, but the oracles of God. “Then the
Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth.
And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my
words in thy mouth” (1:9). If the people rejected the
words of Jeremiah, they were rejecting the Words
of God. This is exactly what they did, so God deported them to Babylon for seventy years of captivity. “And this whole land shall be a desolation, and

an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the
king of Babylon seventy years” (25:11).
Speaking the utterances, oracles, of God did not
put Jeremiah in favor with the people. There was a
conspiracy against his life.
But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought
to the slaughter; and I knew not that they had
devised devices against me, saying, Let us
destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let
us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name may be no more remembered
(11:19).
The men of Anathoth desired to kill Jeremiah so his
name would be forgotten, but it is their names that
have vanished in history.
Jeremiah was obligated, legally bound, to speak
the words that God gave him. There is no less an
obligation to us in speaking the “oracles of God.”
Peter said:

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it
as of the ability which God giveth: that God
in all things may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen (1 Pet. 4:11).
In matters of religion, one must speak the words
God has given in the Scriptures. When man faithfully reveals the oracles God has given in the Book
of Books, the Bible, God is glorified, honored, exalted, hallowed, and revered.
As in Jeremiah’s time, when God’s Word is proclaimed today, people often fail to respond. Resentment and hostility for the message can cause hatred
of the messenger. Bitterness toward the message
does not lessen the obligation of the messenger to
faithfully communicate the oracles of God. This
was the attitude of Jeremiah and must be the conviction of Christians. Even in the face of death, one
is committed to trust in God and “teach no other
doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:3).

During Isaiah’s day the attitude was one of rebellion. The people did not desire truth, the oracles
of God, so they sought out men who would speak
lies and deceit. God said:
That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of
the Lord: Which say to the seers, See not;
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us
right things, speak unto us smooth things,
prophesy deceits (Isa. 30:9-10).
Sadly, this is the norm for many today concerning
God’s Word. They seek men who speak pleasing
things to the ear and entertain them with false religion, making believe that all is good. These are
teachers with charisma who use the Bible as an ornament to beguile and destroy the souls of men, all
because there is no love for the oracles of God.
Let everyone prepare their heart to receive and
follow the utterances that God has given us in His
Word, the Bible.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Something to Think about When
We Decide to Say Anything
Johnny Oxendine
We may not think a lot about it, but the Bible
says quite a bit about lying. Of all the sins that man
may commit, lying is perhaps the most destructive.
Lies are not physically harmful; they are just words,
but their consequences are destructive. When
people base their decisions on lies, they make bad
choices that end up destroying their (and other’s)
lives. Moreover, lies conceal the truth, which may
lead to injustice for both the guilty and innocent.
The sin (yes, sin) of lying contradicts the very
character of God. The Bible teaches us that God
cannot lie (Tit. 1:3; Heb. 6:18); it is against His
very nature to advance that which is false. Remember that Jesus says Satan is the father of lies (John
8:44). Hence, to lie is to choose not to be like God

and to imitate the character of Satan. Proverbs 6:19
says lying is among the things that God hates. It is
no wonder that one of the Ten Commandments is
“Thou shalt not bear false witness” (Exo. 20:16).
John writes in Revelation 21:8:
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is
the second death.
John certainly did not discriminate on what kind of
liars would be lost; he simply said, “all liars.”
We (Christians) must be people who speak
truth. God holds us to a higher standard, as Ephe-

sians 4:25 says, “Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we
are members one of another.” The context of Ephesians 4 tells us that speaking truth is part of what
it means to be a new creation in Christ; it is at the
heart of being a Christian. Colossians 3:9 parallels
Ephesians: “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his deeds.”
For the Christian who is striving to follow Jesus’ teaching, it is a simple matter of observing
Jesus’ teaching on this subject. In Matthew 5:37
Jesus said, “But let your communication be, Yea,
yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these
cometh of evil.” James echoes Jesus comments in
James 5:12:
But above all things, my brethren, swear
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth,
neither by any other oath: but let your yea
be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into
condemnation.
The Jewish people had turned oath taking into another way of lying. Such was forbidden by Jesus
and by implication, lying as well.
Yes, we know that sometimes it is hard to tell
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the truth. People (we) do not always want to hear
it because it exposes the darkness in their lives and
people love darkness better than light (John 3:19).
In the world today there are fewer and fewer people who concern themselves with truth—especially
with truth as a virtue. Thus, not telling the truth is
not only tolerated, but also in some cases expected.
We see lying becoming an integral/essential part of
doing business, succeeding in national and local
politics, and covering up the sins of sports figures
and even creeping into the religious (so-called)
world.
As the Lord’s people, however, we are obliged
to tell the truth in love (Eph. 4:15) and we speak
truth because we do love (1 Cor. 13:6). Let us do
so and be people who love truth regardless of the
consequences that speaking it may bring, and let us
never be involved in the sin of lying.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Study
Michael Hatcher
Bible study is one of the most important, if not
the most important things in this world. When Jesus
asked the apostles if they also were going to leave
Him, Peter said, “Then Simon Peter answered him,
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life” (John 6:68). These “words of eternal
life” are recorded for us in the Bible. These words
are so important that they determine our eternal
destiny (John 12:48). By our obedience to or disobedience to those words we will be saved or lost
(2 Cor. 5:10).
The instruction to Timothy teaches us the importance of Bible study. “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15). To be approved of God, we must
study. The only way to rightly divide God’s Word,
is to study. The phrase “rightly dividing” refers to
properly understanding the Bible so we can explain
it correctly.
Timothy’s mother and grandmother recognized
the importance of Bible study, thus, they taught the
Scriptures to him (2 Tim. 3:15). God commanded
the Israelites to have His Word in their hearts and
teach it to their children at all places and times (Deu.
6:6-9; 11:18-20). Let us each make a determined
effort to study God’s Word to our soul’s salvation.
4850 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams		
Nellie Read
Michael Hatcher		
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Sharon Lambert (Dick & Dot Lambert’s
daughter-in-law)

Wednesday Bible Reading
January 7, 2009
Bible Reading: Paul Brantley
January 14, 2009
Bible Reading: Darrell Broking

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Bellview Church of Christ
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Mark These Dates
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at
5:00 pm, in the zone room.
January 5, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 12, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 18, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 19, 2009
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.

