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9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
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Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
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2009 Is...

Dub McClish

A brand new candle, barely lit, that will burn
itself out in twelve fleeting months...another volume in our book of life, full of blank pages upon
which we shall write with our lives...a fresh suit of
clothes without soil or tear...an open door, behind
which many paths may be found before the door
is closed...a new plant freshly pushing through the
earth’s crust, destined to bear fruit, either good or
evil...a piece of soft clay over which each exercises
the power of a potter to mold it into a shape of his
own choosing.
Worldlings will live out this new year in a Monday to Friday context. We Christians will live ours
from Sunday to Sunday, looking forward to each
Lord’s day when we can assemble with our brethren to worship God and to study His Word. While
those outside try to fight the battles and face the
trials of life on their own, we can draw from the

inexhaustible source of spiritual strength, found
only by those who submit to mankind’s only right
Ruler.
The beginning of a year is a good time to view
the past year in retrospect. How many times did I
choose to be away from the assembly of the saints
last year? How many times did I reject the spiritual
feast of my Bible classes? How many weeks did I
neglect to contribute financially to the spreading
of the Gospel? How many times did I freeze up
when I had an opportunity to say something about
the Lord and His church? How many times did I
compromise the moral standard of the Gospel to
keep from being different from “the crowd”? How
man times did I say “No” when the call went out
for workers? If you can say, “None” to these, that is
wonderful. You certainly moved to higher ground
last year. If your record was not so good, do you

understand that, just as many times as you placed
something ahead of serving God, you proclaimed
that He was not in control of your life?
Now, let us look at this new year again. Only
you and I can determine what sort of flame its
candle will burn. Only you and I can decide what
sort of lines will be written upon its blank pages.
You and I alone are responsible for how free of

soil and damage our suits of life will remain. The
choice is ours as to how we will walk the paths that
open before us. The fruit produced and the vessel
molded are in our control. May we determine to
make this the best year of our lives in God’s service
here below.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Changes
Tim Smith

All live, all die, all stand before the Lord in judgment, and all “spend” eternity somewhere—if you
have been to a funeral (especially one I preached)
then you have probably heard something on that
order before. That is the constant for all men of all
ages. That never changes. As individuals, however,
we all change. We grow older, fatter, thinner, rich-

er, poorer, healthier, sicker, saner, senile, and etc.
We start as babies and end up as dead folks. We are
constantly changing. It is not a matter of will we
change, but where will our changes take us. May
yours never take you from the protection and care
of Him with Whom we have to do.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

I Can’t Get a Yes from the Holy Ghost
Daniel Denham

Not long ago, during a Gospel meeting held
by brother William Cline at Eagle Lake, Florida,
a married couple presented themselves at the close
of the Lord’s Day evening services. After they expressed regrets for arriving late, they began to distribute cards. The cards bore the “two most important scriptures in the Bible,” according to the two
late visitors.
The two Scriptures on the cards were John 3:16
and 1 John 4:1-3. These two people were devotees
of the Pentecostal movement. They may have
intended to visit the Assembly of God Church
which meets around the corner from the Eagle
Lake congregation, but had stopped too soon.
They said the Spirit led them to us.

I began a discussion with the couple, and before
long brother Cline joined in. The couple misunderstood 1 John 4:1-3, and that misunderstanding
became the center of our discussion. They claimed
to have the Holy Ghost in a very special way, and
asserted that He spoke to them revealing the true
meaning of the Word of God.
They attempted to use 1 John 4:1-3 to teach
that one had to (1) confess verbally that Jesus has
come in the flesh and (2) that such confession
must be made in prayer to the Holy Ghost so that
(3) the Holy Ghost could be tried. If one followed
these three steps, then the Holy Ghost would reveal the meaning of any portion of the Word or
provide an answer to any query.

The couple also said they could not sin at all
because of having the Holy Ghost. Brother Cline
and I used Scripture to show them they did not
have the Holy Spirit in the same way the apostles
had the Spirit, and that the Spirit does not speak
directly to men today. We also used 1 John 1:8-10
to refute the idea of perfectionism (living sinless).
We tried to set up a time for further discussion,
but the couple refused. Most distressing was the
way they blocked logic from their minds.
When asked to answer an argument from
Scripture, they bowed their heads and mumbled
a prayer that began, “Blessed Holy Spirit we con-
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fess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.” At that
point their words became incoherent. After finishing they would raise their heads and say something
like, “The verse doesn’t mean what it says.” I tried
to convince them that illumination of the Word
by the Spirit is unnecessary by showing that I, who
disavowed such power, could understand a verse
exactly. I said Jude verse one teaches Jude was the

Lord’s servant. They said they would have to ask
the Holy Ghost before they could tell me whether
Jude 1 teaches that Jude was the Lord’s servant.
This response stunned me.
The man accused brother Cline of using a
devil’s trick because he pointed out the force of the
Greek in the present tense construction of 1 John
3:9. Apparently they did not know that the Spirit
originally used Koine Greek to write the passage.
The man also mangled 1 John 1:8 by claiming that
he had sinned in the past, and it was on his record,
but now he was unable to sin. He said this was the
true meaning of the passage.
When asked for their name and address, the
couple said that they had to ask the Holy Ghost for
permission, and began their ritual. A short while
later, the man lifted his head and said, “I can’t get
a yes from the Holy Ghost.” His wife nodded the
same. To this day I don’t know where they came
from, nor where they have gone.
Recently, a leader of the Boston Discipling
Movement made claims of special divine guidance. He claims to be led by the Spirit of God in
the decisions he makes, and in the rules he gives.
He also claims the Spirit helps him to lead a perfect, sinless life. This type of thinking calls for more
dramatic pronouncements, so “Hold onto your
hat! You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!”
Jeremiah said:
Then the Lord said unto me, The
prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent
them not, neither have I commanded them,
neither spake unto them: they prophesy
unto you a false vision and divination, and
a thing of nought, and the deceit of their
heart (Jer. 14:14).
607 72nd St; Newport News, VA 23605
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Nellie Read
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Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
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Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
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Bill Busch
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
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pm, in room 7.
January 12, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 18, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 19, 2009
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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A Warning from Jehoshaphat
Danny Douglas

Jehoshaphat began his 25-year reign as king
in Judah about 100 years after the death of his
great-great-great grandfather, king David of Israel,
around 914 b.c. (1 Kin. 2:12; 11:43; 14:31; 15:8;
22:41). He did not walk in the sins of his grandfather, Abijam, and his great grandfather, Rehoboam (14:31-15:3), but did that which was “right
in the eyes of the Lord,” like his father, Asa (22:43).
Inspiration declares many good things about Jehoshaphat and his rule:
And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto Baalim;
But sought to the Lord God of his father,
and walked in his commandments, and
not after the doings of Israel. Therefore
the Lord stablished the kingdom in his
hand; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat

presents; and he had riches and honour in
abundance. And his heart was lifted up in
the ways of the Lord: moreover he took
away the high places and groves out of Judah
(2 Chr. 17:3-6).
Moreover, he sent Levites forth with his princes to be sure that God’s Word was taught in the
land:
And they taught in Judah, and had the book
of the law of the Lord with them, and went
about throughout all the cities of Judah, and
taught the people (cf. 17:7-9).
God blessed and strengthened Judah during this
time (cf. 17:10-19). In fact:
the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were round about
Judah, so that they made no war against Jehoshaphat (17:10).

Nevertheless, the fourth king of Judah made a
serious mistake. “Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and by marriage he allied himself
with Ahab” (18:1—NKJV). There was really no
excuse for giving his son, Jehoram, in marriage to
the daughter of Ahab, who was infamous for his
great wickedness:
And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the
sight of the Lord above all that were before
him.… And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab
did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that
were before him (1 Kin. 16:30, 33).
Ahab was “stirred up” to “work wickedness in the
sight of the Lord” by his wicked wife, Jezebel
(21:25; cf. 16:31). In like manner, their daughter,
Athaliah, would influence her husband and Jehoshaphat’s son, Jehoram, to do “evil in the eyes of the
Lord” (2 Chr. 21:6). After Jehoram succeeded
Jehoshaphat to the throne of Judah, he: “killed all
his brothers with the sword, and also others of the
princes of Israel” (21:4—NKJV).
Later, after Jehoram’s death, Ahaziah his son
reigned in his stead, and after he died, Athaliah,
his mother, “arose and destroyed all the seed royal
of the house of Judah,” with the exception of Joash
who escaped. Then, she reigned over Judah for six
years (cf. 22:1, 10-12). Evidently, Jehoshaphat had
no idea that the joining of his son to the house of
Ahab in marriage would result in the bloodshed of
his own sons and grandsons, and the promotion
of idolatry and fornication in Judah (cf. 21:5-13).
Sadly, Jehoshaphat’s son and daughter-in-law and
grandson, worked to undo all the good that he had
done. In fact, the prophet of God, Elijah, declared
to Jehoram, that he had
made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms

of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy
brethren of thy father’s house, which were
better than thyself ” (cf. 21:3).
No doubt, Jehoshaphat would have cringed at the
thought of the marriage of his son into this wicked
family, had he been able to forsee the future.
Why today will God’s people do so foolishly?
We have example after example in the Scriptures
to warn us against the danger of compromise and
joining affinity with the wicked. Jehoshaphat did
right in many ways, but was very loose in his fellowship practices. For example, after he went into
battle with Ahab against Syria, Jehu the prophet
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said to him: “Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help
the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord?
therefore is wrath upon thee from before the
Lord” (19:2). Likewise today, God commands
us: “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph.
5:11).
It is noteworthy that Jehoshaphat joined affinity with one who practiced that which he

condemned. Likewise, today, we have brethren
who extend fellowship to those who practice that
which they condemn in their teaching. This ought
not so to be!
Brethren, remember, as in the family of Jeshoshaphat, our precious children and grandchildren
may later pay a heavy price for the compromises

we make today. Moreover, let us be warned by Jehoshaphat’s example, that the good we have done
in the past does not excuse us for compromising
with error, and that these very compromises may
later undo much of the good that we have done for
Christ.
Copied

Life With a Purpose
J. Noel Merideth

Our life upon this earth is of few days and full
of trouble. Some days are the best of times; some
days are the worst of times. There are moments
that look like the spring of hope; others look like
the winter of despair. Through it all we need to live
a life with purpose and meaning. We all seek happiness as the world lashes about us.
Something to Do

Paul wrote:
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
(Phi. 3:13-14).
Paul says he was pressing toward the mark. The
pursuit is no groping after something undefined.
He was pressing on with contentment. He had
learned in whatsoever state he was in to be content
(4:11). To be happy in life we all need something
to do; we need a mission to fill. As preachers we
blow the trumpet clear so people will know the
battle for truth is on. Do not be disarmed by the
smiling tolerance of the new school of peaceful coexistence. Let us stand for the right and not lose

sight of our duty to serve the Lord, do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with our God.
Someone to Love

“We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John
4:19). It brings happiness to love God. We are to
love the Lord with all our heart. He first loved us
and we should return our love. We also need our
family and friends to love. To visit with friends and
enjoy good times together brings sunshine into
our days.
Something to Hope For

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Tit.
1:2). The hope of heaven keeps us going through
sickness, pain, disappointment, suffering, and
hardship. In fact these present sufferings are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed. God shall wipe away all tears
from our eyes, and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain. On that fair shore we shall serve
the Lord with perfect bliss. There we shall be with
and know (1 The. 2:19) our loved ones whom
we have known in this life.
Deceased
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A Very Lovely Song
Lee Moses

The preaching of the Gospel should be attractive to God’s people Although there are certainly
those who will plug their cars and run the other
way, there are yet many people who appreciate
good, sound Gospel preaching Unfortunately,
even among those who appreciate the faithful
proclamation of the Gospel, there are many who
do not heed the things that are said. “I sure enjoyed that sermon on seeking first the kingdom of
God,” one will say, and then miss evening worship
because the late football game went into overtime.
“Boy, it sure it shameful the way some Christians
act,” another will say following a sermon on the
Christian’s example, and the following day he will
regale his fellow employees with dirty jokes and
foul-mouthed tirades against the boss and customers. “That was a great sermon on prayer,” another
will exclaim, and fail to utter one private prayer the

following week.
Such was the problem in Ezekiel’s day. Ezekiel
did not have to face the same persecution other
prophets did. He prophesied to Israelites who
were in captivity, who could readily observe that
God’s warnings were being fulfilled against them.
The people, including the elders of the people,
would often come to Ezekiel to receive counsel.
They often enjoyed hearing him, even though he
offered stern rebuke against their practices.
Also, thou son of man, the children of thy
people still are talking against thee [“of
thee”—ASV] by the walls and in the doors
of the houses, and speak one to another,
every one to his brother, saying, Come, I
pray you, and hear what is the word that
cometh forth from the Lord. And they
come unto thee as the people cometh, and

they sit before thee as my people, and they
hear thy words, but they will not do them:
for with their mouth they shew much love,
but their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art unto them as a very
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice,
and can play well on an instrument: for they
hear thy words, but they do them not (Eze.
33:30-32).
To the people, Ezekiel was a good entertainer.
He was probably a very eloquent speaker with a
lustrous voice, able to hold the people in rapt attention as he prophesied to them the Word of
God. Nevertheless, as they heard his words, they
had no intent of doing them.
It is a sad thing that many today hear the preaching of the Gospel and hear it as nothing more than
“a very lovely song.” Indeed, the preaching of the

Gospel is a very lovely song even to God it is “a
sweet savour of Christ” (2 Cor. 2:15). However,
as we are “called by the Gospel,” we are urged and
commanded to act upon its teachings: “Therefore,
brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which
ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle” (2 The. 2:14-15). It is only when we heed and
obey the proclamation of the Gospel that we can
truly appreciate it for the very lovely song it is.
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

34th Annual
Bellview Lectureship
June 13-17, 2009

Preaching From The Minor
Prophets

“I Have Long Believed...”
David P. Brown

I have never believed a doctrine to be right or
wrong simply because it has been believed for a
long period of time. Neither do I believe a doctrine
to be wrong because someone has not heard of it
heretofore. Yet, people outside the church as well
as brethren give such reasons(?) for holding to positions as well as rejecting them.
Faithful Gospel preachers have long pleaded
with sectarians to examine the Scriptures and
thereby come out of the error that they “have long
believed.” In fact, there never has been a sectarian
church member who was true to his denominational beliefs when, upon being converted to the
truth, he did not reject and come out of the error
he had “long believed.” The truth of the Scriptures
that converts such a denominationalist is new to

that person, but we always plead for him to accept
and obey the truth regardless of how new it is.
Today, within the body of Christ, faithful
members do not seek to stem the tide of apostasy
by saying: “I have long believed…” or “In all of my
50 years of preaching, I have never before heard
this doctrine taught by any reputable, conservative
Bible scholar.” All that these statements prove is
that someone has “long believed” something and
for “50 years” someone has not been exposed to
a certain doctrine. It may be that error has been
“long believed” or for “50 years of preaching” the
proper consideration of a given subject may have
been neglected. Sometimes changes in social conduct and traditions, as well as other events, cause us
to give more time to the study of certain subjects.

No faithful Bible student lives (Gospel preachers
in particular) who does not realize this.
In fact, there never would have been a move to
restore ancient, pure, primitive New Testament
Christianity if men had dogmatically held on to
their erroneous views and declared as reason for
such, “I have long believed” or “In my 50 years of
preaching, I have never before heard” of thus and
so.
Brother Guy N. Woods, highly esteemed Bible
scholar, in answering a question regarding whether
women should wear a head covering in their worship to God today stated: “I once thought so, but
upon more mature study and much reflection on
this matter I now believe” that such is not the case
today. Brother Woods then gave his reasoning and
the conclusion he reached on the matter (96).
It is true that a very few people in the church
today have a problem with whether God demands
that women wear head coverings in worship or
not. But, to the woman who has been taught that
she violates God’s will (and there are some preachers who still teach that God demands that women
wear such coverings) it is a serious matter. Because
only a few might have a problem with this does
not mean that I have given such a woman sufficient reason to cease wearing a head covering in
worship by telling her, “I have long believed” that
women do not have to wear such coverings in worship. I would have to give true scriptural reasons as
to why such a one should change her belief.
The story is also told of brother David Lipscomb, who, while sitting on his front porch studying his Bible, was approached by a student who
asked him what he was studying. Upon the reply
from the aged Lipscomb that his subject of study
was “baptism,” the student commented to brother
Lipscomb that he thought the truth on baptism

had been settled long ago. The wise Lipscomb
replied that he continued to study “baptism” because he might have missed something pertaining
to the subject.
Many times people are in error on a subject
simply because they have reasoned incorrectly
with the appropriate facts. Sometimes pride gets
in the way and folks are not going to be corrected
by certain persons. Whatever the case, no Christian has the right to allow himself to be hindered
in his search for “the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth” on any subject. Frankly, I
am not fighting liberals (those who want to set
man free from what God in the Bible has bound
on mankind) or antis (those who want to bind on
man human laws that are not found in the Bible)
just simply to be fighting them. I stand opposed
to liberals and antis because they oppose the truth
and the pursuit of the same.
Let us, like brother Woods, be willing to engage
in “more mature study and much reflection” even
on matters we have “long believed.” And, like David Lipscomb, let us continue to study long settled
subjects like “baptism” lest we miss a point.
Work Cited
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Do Numbers Equal Strength?
Dub McClish

“Yes” and “No.” The Bible urges Christians to
grow and mature in the faith and to thereby become strong (Eph. 6:10, et al.). What God desires
for His individual saints, He also desires for the local congregations of His church.
Most people can hardly conceive of success
in any field (including religion) apart from large
numbers of people and dollars. Church growth
and strength are commonly measured by these
standards. Such thinking has infected the Lord’s
people to an alarming degree. These surface signs
of “growth” and “strength” have become so important to some elderships and preachers that they
have made these an end in themselves. Several congregations are attracting large numbers of people
and dollars nowadays. Gullible brethren exclaim
over them: “Look how big and strong they are,” or
“They must be doing something right.”

Who are they attracting, and to what? Often
they are attracting doctrinally soft, materialistic,
worldly brethren from surrounding congregations
(or even some from denominations) who want to
live as they please and on Sunday be made to feel
“It is well with my soul.” They are attracting folks in
their second (or more) unscriptural marriage who
never want to be told that they are living in adultery. They are employing popular, pleasing preachers with the bait of “fun and games” that appeals
far more to the flesh than to the spirit. They have
mistaken a highly-structured program of constant
activity (sometimes planned and promoted by a
“minister of involvement”) for the practice of pure
and simple Christianity.
Ironically, numerical growth has convinced
them that they are God-blessed. (The rapidly
growing denominations are convinced of the same

thing by the same evidences, by the way.) Numbers can be a wonderful encouragement and even
a power in the Lord’s army, but only when they
are truly devoted to Him. Gideon’s army (Jud. 7)
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should remind us that spiritual power rests not
with numbers, but with those who serve the Lord,
even if they are few.
Let us continue to plant and water the seed of
the kingdom lovingly, boldly, and faithfully—and
let God give His increase (1 Cor. 3:6). Regardless
of its numbers of men or of dollars, a religious cause
is utterly powerless and is even the enemy of God
if it rests not firmly on the Word of God. These
things being so, there is more spiritual power in
only 100 saints who love the Lord and His Truth
without compromise than in 100,000 whose great
concern is with popular fads and trends in morals
and doctrine.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Are You Reading?
Lester Kamp

For more than fifty years, brother V. E. Howard
has asked repeatedly in his radio sermons, “Are you
listening?” I would like to rephrase that question
slightly and ask similarly, “Are you reading?” How
many of you have ever read the Bible through from
cover to cover? How often do you read the Bible?
Do you bring your Bible to class with you on Sundays and Wednesday nights? Have you noticed
how few have their Bibles in these classes? If you
have ever taught such a class and have made an effort to get the students in your class to bring their
Bibles, you know how difficult this task is. I wonder how many of us in the church today are reading our Bibles outside of the church buildings.
I wonder how many of us read the Bible even
when we prepare for class and how much we rely
on supplemental material instead of the Bible even
when we teach. I want to ask you, “Are you reading (the Bible)?”

The Bible must be read diligently by every
member of the church. “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15). Nothing threatens the church today more than Bible ignorance! When we begin
to rely on the writings of men (e.g. commentaries,
workbooks, teacher’s guides, and other books)
more than on the Book of God, we can easily be
led astray. We need to be like the Bereans “in that
they received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so” (Acts 17:11). Let us look at four
reasons why we should read the Bible diligently.
1. It is our Owner’s Manual. Every product
comes with an owner’s manual which tells how
the product is to be used. God made man. God
breathed into man and he became a living soul
(Gen. 2:7). God inspired (breathed into) a book,

the Bible, which “is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim.
3:16-17). When we violate our owner’s manual
(1 John 3:4), we will cause problems for ourselves
(Gal. 6:7-8) and will ultimately be destroyed
(Rom. 6:23).
2. The Bible satisfies our hunger and provides for our spiritual health. Jesus stated, “Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mat.
4:4). A person who gives attention to food for the
body and neglects his soul has deprived himself of
that which is most important. When a person is
born again (John 3:5), he has a natural hunger for
spiritual food (1 Pet. 2:2). The Bible promised that
this natural hunger will be satisfied (Mat. 5:6). As
Irving Jensen stated, “Hunger is a sign of health.
When we neglect the Bible, it is because we are not
hungry for the things of God. Not being hungry,

In Christ We Have…

A love that can never be fathomed;
A life that can never die;
A righteousness that can never be tarnished;
A peace that can never be understood;
A rest that can never be disturbed;
A joy that can never be diminished;
A hope that can never be disappointed;
A glory that can never be clouded;
A light that can never be darkened;
A purity that can never be defiled;
A beauty that can never be marred;
A wisdom that can never be baffled;
Resources that can never be exhausted.
Author Unknown

we cannot, therefore, be healthy, spiritually” (Enjoy Your Bible 13).
3. The Bible is needed because of our responsibility to teach. Parents are supposed to teach
their children about God and His Word (Eph. 6:4;
Deu. 6:7). We cannot teach that which we do not
know. Further, the faithful have the responsibility
of teaching others “who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2). In addition, we are responsible for teaching the lost what they must do to be
saved (Mat. 28:19-20). To teach we must study the
Bible ourselves (2 Tim. 2:15).
4. The Bible is the Book by which we will be
judged. We know in advance the standard of our
judgment (John 12:48). Our eternal destiny will
be determined by whether or not we have lived by
that standard (2 Cor. 5:10). We can prepare ourselves for judgment by reading the Bible and following its instructions.
The Bible is important to every child of God,
“his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his
law doth he meditate day and night” (Psa. 1:2).
The psalmist realized the importance of God’s
Word. He wrote:
O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all
the day. Thou through thy commandments
hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for
they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand
more than the ancients, because I keep thy
precepts.… How sweet are thy words unto
my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my
mouth! Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way
(Psa. 119:97-104).
Are you reading?
PO Box 440297; Aurora, CO 80044

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Alice Williams
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Nellie Read
Linda Parks
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Walter Elzen (Phyllis Brantley’s brother)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Bruce Smith (Debra & Denise Mowery’s
brother-in-law)

Placed Membership

Travis Broking has placed membership with the Bellview congregation. His
address is: c/o Michael Hatcher; 4852
Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526.
Please update your directory.

New Arrival

Our congratulations is extended to
Bill and Peggy Crowe in the birth of their
great-grandson, Caleb Joseph Crowe, on
January 19. He weighed 7 pounds 4 ounces and was 19 1/2 inches long.
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Wednesday Bible Reading

January 28, 2009
Bill Crowe
February 4, 2009
Dale Cunningham

Remember This Date

February 2, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Nellie Read
Charles & Alice Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Phyllis Brantley in the death of her brother Walter Elzen, who passed away on January 31. Please keep Phyllis and her family
in your prayers.

Wednesday Bible Reading

February 4, 2009
Dale Cunningham
February 11, 2009
Ray Dodd

Pantry Items Needed
Peanut Butter & Jelly

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
February 8, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
February 9, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Preaching—a Joy, a Responsibility, a Trust
Lynn Parker

What a joy and privilege to proclaim the blessed
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! Truly, no work on earth can begin to compare with
the precious labor of speaking the soul-saving message (Rom. 1:16) of Him who loved us and died
for us (Gal. 2:20) to a world that is blindly groping in sin! In preaching the Gospel, we feel both
the honor of being a “fellow-worker with God”
(1 Cor. 3:9) and also the weighty responsibility
to carefully consider what we teach and preach
(Jam. 3:1; 1 Tim. 4:16), knowing that we too, will
one day give account of ourselves (2 Cor. 5:10;
Rom. 14:12). Sadly though, we see almost daily a
modern-day “Alexander” or “Hymenaeus” making shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 1:19-20) by
preaching unsound words and a perverted Gospel intended to tickle itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3).
Instead of preaching the “whole counsel of God”

so they might be innocent of the blood of all men
(Acts 20:26-27), some refrain from a bold proclamation of the truth, thereby contributing to error
and Satan’s cause.
It alarms me as a Gospel preacher to see the direction that a vast number of preachers (and congregations) are headed. The clarion call of times
past to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2) in all its
power (Heb. 4:12) falls on many deaf ears, and so
many congregations of the Lord’s people now rehearse the words of a fickle people: “Prophesy not
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things”
(Isa. 30:10).
When I was a young boy, I knew that when
traveling we could visit any congregation of the
Lord’s people and be reasonably certain of hearing the truth proclaimed. That is certainly not the
case today. It has become increasingly popular for

a growing number of preachers to preach only that
which the brethren will tolerate (and in some cases, brethren will not tolerate much sound preaching at all). Popular trends include:
(1) The stern denouncement of the faithful soldiers of times past and present as “dogmatic” and
“divisive” when in fact they were, and are following in the paths of Jesus, Paul, Peter, Stephen, and
other noble preachers.
(2) The proclamation of love as the “ultimate
cure-all” when in truth, love for God and our fellowman compels the dedicated disciple to point
out error, and contend for that which is right
(Jude 3).
(3) The disastrous notion that sin in the body
is best handled by “looking the other way,” while
Paul plainly tells us that sin unchecked will spread
throughout the church (1 Cor. 5:6), and false doctrine spreads like a disease (2 Tim. 2:17) to overthrow the faith of some (2:18; Tit. 1:10-11).
(4) Some brethren apologizing publicly for the
“harsh and sectarian spirit” that they allege characterizes the Lord’s people who stand firm for the
truth. I believe most faithful Christians will join
me in saying, “I am not ashamed of the gospel:
for it is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom.
1:16). As for those who apologize for the sound
brethren among us, let them speak for themselves;
we owe no apology for vigorous proclamation and
defense of the truth!

With each passing day, I come to understand
and appreciate more the need and emphasis
placed on preaching and teaching sound doctrine
(Tit. 2:1; 2 Tim. 1:13), the warnings against apostasy (1 Tim. 4:1ff; 2 Tim. 4:3-4), and the duty of
God’s preacher (1 Tim. 4:6; 1 Tim. 6:12).
Preaching is thrilling and joyous as we see the
Word of God touch hearts and move men to salvation through Jesus Christ. So apt are the words
of an old song:
Into our hands the gospel is given,
Into our hands is given the light,
Haste, let us carry God’s precious message,
Guiding the erring back to the right.
Preaching the Gospel is also a trust (Tit. 1:3;
1 Tim. 1:11) that we dare not betray!
May we all, as heralds of the good news, defend
(Phi. 1:16) and guard that precious treasure, the
undiluted Gospel, so judgment will see us rejoicing with the faithful warriors of ages past. May we
speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15) and with boldness (Acts 4:32; Eph. 6:20) as seeking to please
God, not men (1 The. 2:4). Let us ever remember
the sterling admonition of Paul to Timothy: “O
Timothy, guard that which is committed unto
thee” (1 Tim. 6:20). May we “Preach the Word”
with zeal and enthusiasm.
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638

Crucified With Christ
Bruce Stulting

In Galatians 6:14 Paul says, “But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.” In this verse, Paul show

the proper place of glorying and in focusing on the
Christ. He also speaks of two “crucifixions” here:
The world is crucified to the child of God and the
child of God is crucified unto the world. To be

crucified to something means to be dead to it. So,
Paul’s meaning here is to be dead or separated from
the world.
In Romans 6:3-5, Paul teaches that baptism is
patterned after the death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus. Paul then explains in verse 6: “Knowing
this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” This is the idea in
Galatians 6:14. The Christian will not now let the
world and its appeals, lusts, and enticements attract him. Because Paul had experienced the new
birth at baptism, he was able to say:
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me (Gal. 2:20).
To be crucified with Christ is to turn from sin
and the world and live to God. One is crucified
with Christ when he is baptized. Only those who
have been baptized can say that they have been crucified with Christ. By being crucified with Christ

one becomes pleasing to God, so it is desirable.
However, one can turn from the truth and back
into the hardening process of sin. When this happens they are said to be “crucify[ing]…the Son of
God afresh” (Heb. 6:6). In order to keep this from
happening we must follow the exhortation found
in Colossians 3:1-2:
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth.
981 Fish Hatchery Rd; Huntsville, TX 77320
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Treating Our Bibles like Our Cell Phones
I wonder what would happen if we treated our
Bible like we treat our cell phones.
♦♦ What if we carried it around in our purses or
pockets?
♦♦ What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot
it?
♦♦ What if we flipped through it several times a
day?
♦♦ What if we used it to receive messages?
♦♦ What if we treated it like we could not live
without it?
♦♦ What if we gave it to kids as gifts?

♦♦ What if we used it as we traveled?
♦♦ What if we used it in case of an emergency?
♦♦ What if we upgraded it to get the latest version?
Does this make you think, “Hmmm. Where is
my Bible?
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell
phones, we do not ever have to worry about our
Bible being disconnected because Jesus already
paid the bill!
Author Unknown

a growing number of preachers to preach only that
which the brethren will tolerate (and in some cases, brethren will not tolerate much sound preaching at all). Popular trends include:
(1) The stern denouncement of the faithful soldiers of times past and present as “dogmatic” and
“divisive” when in fact they were, and are following in the paths of Jesus, Paul, Peter, Stephen, and
other noble preachers.
(2) The proclamation of love as the “ultimate
cure-all” when in truth, love for God and our fellowman compels the dedicated disciple to point
out error, and contend for that which is right
(Jude 3).
(3) The disastrous notion that sin in the body
is best handled by “looking the other way,” while
Paul plainly tells us that sin unchecked will spread
throughout the church (1 Cor. 5:6), and false doctrine spreads like a disease (2 Tim. 2:17) to overthrow the faith of some (2:18; Tit. 1:10-11).
(4) Some brethren apologizing publicly for the
“harsh and sectarian spirit” that they allege characterizes the Lord’s people who stand firm for the
truth. I believe most faithful Christians will join
me in saying, “I am not ashamed of the gospel:
for it is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom.
1:16). As for those who apologize for the sound
brethren among us, let them speak for themselves;
we owe no apology for vigorous proclamation and
defense of the truth!

With each passing day, I come to understand
and appreciate more the need and emphasis
placed on preaching and teaching sound doctrine
(Tit. 2:1; 2 Tim. 1:13), the warnings against apostasy (1 Tim. 4:1ff; 2 Tim. 4:3-4), and the duty of
God’s preacher (1 Tim. 4:6; 1 Tim. 6:12).
Preaching is thrilling and joyous as we see the
Word of God touch hearts and move men to salvation through Jesus Christ. So apt are the words
of an old song:
Into our hands the gospel is given,
Into our hands is given the light,
Haste, let us carry God’s precious message,
Guiding the erring back to the right.
Preaching the Gospel is also a trust (Tit. 1:3;
1 Tim. 1:11) that we dare not betray!
May we all, as heralds of the good news, defend
(Phi. 1:16) and guard that precious treasure, the
undiluted Gospel, so judgment will see us rejoicing with the faithful warriors of ages past. May we
speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15) and with boldness (Acts 4:32; Eph. 6:20) as seeking to please
God, not men (1 The. 2:4). Let us ever remember
the sterling admonition of Paul to Timothy: “O
Timothy, guard that which is committed unto
thee” (1 Tim. 6:20). May we “Preach the Word”
with zeal and enthusiasm.
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Crucified With Christ
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In Galatians 6:14 Paul says, “But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.” In this verse, Paul show

the proper place of glorying and in focusing on the
Christ. He also speaks of two “crucifixions” here:
The world is crucified to the child of God and the
child of God is crucified unto the world. To be

crucified to something means to be dead to it. So,
Paul’s meaning here is to be dead or separated from
the world.
In Romans 6:3-5, Paul teaches that baptism is
patterned after the death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus. Paul then explains in verse 6: “Knowing
this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” This is the idea in
Galatians 6:14. The Christian will not now let the
world and its appeals, lusts, and enticements attract him. Because Paul had experienced the new
birth at baptism, he was able to say:
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me (Gal. 2:20).
To be crucified with Christ is to turn from sin
and the world and live to God. One is crucified
with Christ when he is baptized. Only those who
have been baptized can say that they have been crucified with Christ. By being crucified with Christ

one becomes pleasing to God, so it is desirable.
However, one can turn from the truth and back
into the hardening process of sin. When this happens they are said to be “crucify[ing]…the Son of
God afresh” (Heb. 6:6). In order to keep this from
happening we must follow the exhortation found
in Colossians 3:1-2:
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth.
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Treating Our Bibles like Our Cell Phones
I wonder what would happen if we treated our
Bible like we treat our cell phones.
♦♦ What if we carried it around in our purses or
pockets?
♦♦ What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot
it?
♦♦ What if we flipped through it several times a
day?
♦♦ What if we used it to receive messages?
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without it?
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♦♦ What if we used it as we traveled?
♦♦ What if we used it in case of an emergency?
♦♦ What if we upgraded it to get the latest version?
Does this make you think, “Hmmm. Where is
my Bible?
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell
phones, we do not ever have to worry about our
Bible being disconnected because Jesus already
paid the bill!
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Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Phyllis Brantley in the death of her brother Walter Elzen, who passed away on January 31. Please keep Phyllis and her family
in your prayers.
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Preaching—a Joy, a Responsibility, a Trust
Lynn Parker

What a joy and privilege to proclaim the blessed
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! Truly, no work on earth can begin to compare with
the precious labor of speaking the soul-saving message (Rom. 1:16) of Him who loved us and died
for us (Gal. 2:20) to a world that is blindly groping in sin! In preaching the Gospel, we feel both
the honor of being a “fellow-worker with God”
(1 Cor. 3:9) and also the weighty responsibility
to carefully consider what we teach and preach
(Jam. 3:1; 1 Tim. 4:16), knowing that we too, will
one day give account of ourselves (2 Cor. 5:10;
Rom. 14:12). Sadly though, we see almost daily a
modern-day “Alexander” or “Hymenaeus” making shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 1:19-20) by
preaching unsound words and a perverted Gospel intended to tickle itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3).
Instead of preaching the “whole counsel of God”

so they might be innocent of the blood of all men
(Acts 20:26-27), some refrain from a bold proclamation of the truth, thereby contributing to error
and Satan’s cause.
It alarms me as a Gospel preacher to see the direction that a vast number of preachers (and congregations) are headed. The clarion call of times
past to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2) in all its
power (Heb. 4:12) falls on many deaf ears, and so
many congregations of the Lord’s people now rehearse the words of a fickle people: “Prophesy not
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things”
(Isa. 30:10).
When I was a young boy, I knew that when
traveling we could visit any congregation of the
Lord’s people and be reasonably certain of hearing the truth proclaimed. That is certainly not the
case today. It has become increasingly popular for
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Creeds
Lee Moses

order to make clear what it is they believe and to
As a young child being reared in denominadefine parameters of what is acceptable doctrine.
tionalism, this writer clearly recalls the practice
Virtually all denominations have creeds by which
in worship of the recitation of creeds. Those asthey abide, although many of the “lay members”
sembled would recite various creeds, particularly
may not be aware of their own creeds. However,
the so-called “Apostles’ Creed.” Of course, one
their creeds dictate what they are taught from their
would assume that a creed called the Apostles’
pulpits and in their classCreed would have been
Defender
and
Beacon
rooms. The Schaff-Herzog
instituted by the apostles.
Encyclopedia attempts to
However, the Apostles’
Available Via E-Mail
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although other supposfrom www.adobe.com).
the Protestant denominaedly Christian creeds had
tions which fled from Roman Catholicism and its
been written as early as the second century a.d.
What is the purpose of a creed? A creed is debinding of human tradition fell into the same trap
when they decided to base faith upon anything
fined as “a formal statement of religious belief.” A
creed is designed by a particular religious group in
other than the Bible alone.

Jesus promised the apostles that the Holy Spirit
would guide them into “all truth” (John 16:13)
and through the apostles gave to man “all things
that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3).
When men adopt a creed, they accept that which
is different from the Bible. Either a creed will have
less than the Bible, more than the Bible, or the
same as the Bible. What Christ gave is completely
sufficient, but if one accepts a creed which is less
than the Bible, he no longer has that which is sufficient as his guide (Psa. 119:105, 130; 2 Tim.
3:16-17). If one accepts a creed which is more
than the Bible, he has added to the Word of God
and brought himself under a curse (Pro. 30:6; Rev.
22:18-19). If one accepts a creed which is the same
as the Bible, someone has wasted his time in trying

to write a creed.
A curse awaits any who bring a doctrine different from the Bible (Gal. 1:6-9), yet creeds are
intrinsically different from the Bible. The doctrine
which Christ gave us is our only acceptable system
of belief (2 John 9-10). Creeds deny that all can
understand the Bible alike, or at least admit that
those who adhere to their particular creed cannot
understand it alike without being given a standard
that supersedes the Word of God. We cannot accept the beliefs of any man as our authority. Only
the Word of God is “able to build you up, and to
give you an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified” (Acts 20:32), and only by this Word
will one be judged (John 12:48).
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

A Deceiving Tract
Ken Chumbley

A while back, I picked up a religious tract in a
restaurant. Although the intention of those who
published the tract was good and honorable, sadly,
the tract is deceitful in that it does not teach the
whole truth concerning becoming a Christian and
entering the Way—that is, Christ (John 14:6).
Four things were stated in the tract that one
should do: First, realize that God loves you! John
3:16 is quoted: “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Second, realize that everyone is a sinner!
Two Scripture passages are quoted: “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom.
3:10). “For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (3:23). Third, realize that sin has
a price that must be paid! Romans 6:23 is quoted: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Fourth, realize that Christ died to pay your price!
Two Scriptures are again quoted: “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (5:8) “In whom we
have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14). The tract then states,
finally, pray. Ask Jesus Christ to be you Savior, and
claim His promise of eternal life! Romans 10:13 is
then quoted: “For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Is that how people became Christians in the
first century? Is that what the apostles told those
people to do? Note that none of the Scriptures
quoted in the tract is from the book of Acts. Acts
is the book where we read of people becoming
Christians. The Scriptures quoted, except John
3:16, come from the epistles, letters written to

Christians. As regarding calling on the name of
the Lord, we read in Acts that Saul of Tarsus (Paul
the apostle) was told: “And now why tarriest thou?
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is nowhere mentioned in the tract—yet every case of conversion to Christ recorded in Acts
shows those converted were baptized. Why does
the tract not mention this vital part of becoming
a Christian?

Let us never be deceived into accepting another gospel which, in reality, is not another gospel. Let us never cease to preach, and teach people
how to become Christians in the same way as the
early Christians did—as recorded in the book of
Acts; and let us reject these four steps to becoming a Christian that teach another way of salvation
as opposed to that taught by the Christians of the
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
first century.
Belvedere, SC 29841

Cemetery Has Grand Opening
Paul Vaughn

Last month I saw a very unusual sign advertising a grand opening. It was at a cemetery, and
they were advertising their “Grand Opening.”
One could create a mental image of multitudes of
people breaking down big brass gates to take advantage of their “Grand Opening,” but there was
not one customer in sight. No one is running to
a grand opening to take advantage to purchase a
burial spot. Cemeteries remind us of the shortness
of life and how fragile we humans are. It is a subject
that is taboo because most refuse to think about
death.
We may not want to think about cemeteries
and all they represent, but the grave is always ready
for us. Amid his suffering, Job came to that conclusion. He said, “My spirit is consumed, my days
are extinct, The grave is ready for me” (Job 17:1).
Life is short and death is always only a heartbeat,
or lack of one, away. James said:
Come now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into this city, and spend a
year there, and trade, and get gain: whereas
ye know not what shall be on the morrow.
What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that ap-

peareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away (Jam. 4:13-14).
Life is frail and extremely fleeting. Jesus taught a
parable about a rich man who gained much wealth
from his labors (Luke 12:16-21). The man was so
blessed that he had to pull down his old barns and
build larger barns. After he completed his task, he
believed he had it made for a long period of time.
He said, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry”
(Luke 12:19). However, the rich man left God out
of his plans and his life was about to end. It is written:
But God said unto him, Thou foolish one,
this night is thy soul required of thee; and
the things which thou hast prepared, whose
shall they be? (Luke 12:20).
The grave was ready, but the rich man was not.
Yes, death is at all times near and the grave is
always ready. Are you prepared to face death and
purchase property at the city of the dead. There is
always a “grand opening” at the cemetery.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Al Flesher
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Nellie Read
Tina Foshee
Charles & Alice Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

Wednesday Bible Reading

February 11, 2009
Ray Dodd
February 18, 2009
Ray Foshee

Pantry Items Needed
Peanut Butter & Jelly

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
February 15, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
February 16, 2009
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Directory Change

Please make the following correction
to the telephone number for Malcolm
Wooton: 944-1026.
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7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
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I’ll Be a Friend to Jesus
Brad Green

There is much more to being a friend than just
making the claim. We have all had acquaintances
that were friends in name only. In the song, I’ll Be
A Friend To Jesus, we sing, “The world may turn
against Him, I’ll love Him to the end, and while
on Earth I’m living, my Lord shall have a friend.”
We need to examine ourselves to ensure that we
are not just making a claim to be Jesus’ friend. If we
are going to call ourselves friends of Jesus, we need
to make sure that our lives bear witness to that end.
Let us examine a few examples of feigned friendship, that we not fall into such a trap.
“Fair-Weather” Friends
Many people who claim to be friends are only
around when times are good. The moment a little
adversity arises, they are nowhere to be found. The
Bible teaches, “A friend loveth at all times, and a
brother is born for adversity” (Pro. 17:17). A true

friend will be supportive during hard times. Our
Lord found Himself alone when He was in need
of friendship.
And he took with him Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful
and very heavy. Then saith he unto them,
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.
And he went a little further, and fell on
his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
And he cometh unto the disciples, and
findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter,
What, could ye not watch with me one
hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak. He went away again
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the second time, and prayed, saying, O my
Father, if this cup may not pass away from
me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And
he came and found them asleep again: for
their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and
went away again, and prayed the third time,
saying the same words (Mat. 26:37-44).
Jesus was also alone to defend Himself before
Pilate:
And straightway in the morning the chief
priests held a consultation with the elders
and scribes and the whole council, and
bound Jesus, and carried him away, and
delivered him to Pilate. And Pilate asked
him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And
he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it.
And the chief priests accused him of many
things: but he answered nothing (Mark
15:1-3).
Miserable Comforters
When Job was in need of consolation, his
friends “stood by his side” with rebukes and scorning remarks. After listening to such nonsense, Job
replied, “I have heard many such things: miserable
comforters are ye all” (Job 16:2). Job needed solace, but received only misguided and unauthorized judgment. Eliphaz and Zophar falsely asserted
that Job’s sufferings were due to some wickedness
that Job had perpetrated against God. Their state-

ments were baseless and without merit. Job sarcastically responds to his friends, “and wisdom shall
die with you” (16:2), as to jest that since they must
have been the “keepers of all knowledge,” then
once they died, wisdom too would die with them.
We have all encountered these, know-it-alls, who
will accept only evidence which seems to prove
that which they desire. God declares, “There is a
way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death” (Pro. 14:12).
Merchandisers
The apostle Peter warned first century Christians that false prophets would come in among
them and that these false teachers, by deceitful
words, would draw many away from the truth.
And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you:
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth
not (2 Pet. 2:3).
Many pretend to be our friends that they may
get something out of us. Whether it be for financial gain, some semblance of power, or merely to
soothe their own consciences for whatever reason,
many will prey upon the good and honest heart
of a faithful Christian who only desires to do that
which is good. These human-brokers will treat us
like merchandise, or stocks that can be sold and
traded on Wall Street, the price of which depending upon the moods of the consumer.
Conclusion
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are
of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). Let us be
a friend to Jesus by being a friend like Jesus. Jesus
loves the souls of men (John 3:16), is compassionate (Mat. 9:36), and desires that all men be saved
(Luke 19:10; 1 Tim. 2:4). Jesus stated:

This is my commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you. Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if

ye do whatsoever I command you (John
15:12-14).
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772

Excuses and Answers about
the Sunday Evening Worship Service
Roelf L. Ruffner

It is a sad state of affairs when the attendance
at the Sunday evening worship service is less than
half what it is on Sunday morning. It reflects on
the spirituality of some and the lack of spirituality in many. Below are some of the pathetic excuses given by “anti-Sunday evening” brethren and
God’s answers to those excuses.
Excuse: “I want to spend Sunday evening with
my family.”
Answer: Has your family become your idol?
Jesus wants us to put Him before anything else in
our life (Mat. 10:37).
Excuse: “I am really tired on Sunday night and
this is the only time I get to relax.”
Answer: What is so tiring about worshipping
God and fellowshipping your brethren for an

34th Annual
Bellview Lectures
Preaching From
The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

For more information visit
our lectures website at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

hour in an air-conditioned building, sitting on
padded pews? You will come away edified and refreshed. Besides, how tired was Jesus as He carried
your cross to Calvary?
Excuse: “But the Bible doesn’t say I have to attend on Sunday evening.”
Answer: It is implied in the Holy Spirit’s
command to “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25). If God implies
something, we must obey it. He also told us, “Seek
ye first the kingdom of God” (Mat. 6:33). Are you
putting His kingdom first when you skip Sunday
evening?
Excuse: “I have to drive a couple of miles to get
to the building.”
Answer: The Ethiopian had ridden hundreds
of miles to worship Jehovah in Jerusalem (Acts
8:27).
Brethren, where would you rather be on Sunday evening? Your answer could betray a hardened heart and cause you to eventually lose your
eternal reward. “Take heed, brethren, lest there be
in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another
daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb.
3:12-13).
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009
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March 2, 2009
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pm.
March 8, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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Dangers of Pride
Gary W. Summers

It is the devil’s business to entice Christians
into sinning. He especially aims at drawing us
away from God. He has many devices at his disposal.
Most mature Christians would never consider
committing sins of a carnal nature. Satan could
not seduce most Christians into committing
adultery or getting drunk.
So he suggests sins of a more subtle nature, one
of which is pride. Pride is not as obvious as the
sin of adultery or drunkenness. And the person
whose pride causes him to sin is usually the last
one to recognize that he has acted out of pride.
A person that commits adultery may be bothered and even tortured by guilt, but the person of
pride may not even realize his problem.
Pride can mean a number of things. There is
nothing wrong with self-respect or even being

pleased with doing something well. But when we
approach boastfulness, conceit, and arrogance, we
have wrongfully overstepped our bounds.
There are at least six areas in which pride may
affect our thinking and cause us to stumble.
Possessions
The rich farmer in Luke 12:16-21 gave credit
only to himself. No mention is made of God,
from whom he received his wealth.
God blesses both the just and the unjust (Mat.
5:45). An atheist may prosper as much as or more
than a Christian. The only difference is that the
atheist refuses to give God the glory.
It is by God’s grace that we prosper (Jam. 1:17).
Therefore, we have nothing about which to boast;
God deserves the praise.
Accomplishments
We read that after Herod made an oration,

“the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a
god, and not of a man. And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not
God the glory” (Acts 12:21-23).
Sometimes men mistakenly feel that they
alone are responsible for their successes. King
Nebuchadnezzar learned the hard way that God
is the one who has the power to exalt a man or
humble him (Dan. 4:29-37). Once again, God
deserves the praise.
Race or Heritage
Pride of race is bound to cause conflicts. This
fact is proven by a glance at the newspaper headlines over the past decades.
In Jesus’ day, the Jews were a proud race, thinking that because they were Abraham’s children,
they would be saved. John the Baptist said, “think
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to
our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham”
(Mat. 3:9).
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We are all saved by our faith and obedience
unto God, not by what race we are. Each individual soul is precious to God, regardless of the
pigment of the skin (Mat. 16:26).
Wisdom and Judgment
“Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit?
there is more hope of a fool than of him” (Pro.

26:12). How often do we think more highly of
ourselves than we ought?
It was pride in his own judgment that almost
kept Naaman from being cleansed (2 Kin. 5:914).
Many will be lost because of this type of pride.
Some individuals believe that they have been
saved for years, and even though the Scriptures
are presented to them, they refuse to believe that
their own judgment could have been wrong all
that time.
Many brethren will refuse to admit they have
made mistakes because they believe it would reflect on their judgment. Pride can prohibit repentance and endanger one’s eternal destiny.
We must not think our judgment is infallible
or that our wisdom exceeds all others. “Woe unto
them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent
in their own sight” (Isa. 5:21).
Social Standing
Haman’s pride in his position nearly caused
the extinction of the Jewish race. How dare an inferior Jew refuse to bow down to him! (Est. 3:1-2,
5). His pride eventually caused him to be hanged
on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai (Est.
7:10).
It is social pride that compels us to keep up
with the Joneses, sometimes creating unnecessary
financial burdens. Social pride may even influence
how we treat others (Jam. 2:1-7).
As Christians we should guard against these
pitfalls following the example of Jesus (John 13:315).
Spirituality
Jesus talked about those who were proud of
their spirituality. In the sixth chapter of Matthew,
Jesus begins by saying that we should not practice
our righteousness in order to be noticed by men.

He then mentions three ways in which hypocrites acted religious to be seen of men; in their
giving (6:2-4), in their praying (6:5-8), and in
their fasting (6:16-18).
Also there is the excellent illustration in which
Jesus contrasts the prayers of a Pharisee and a pub
lican (Luke 18:9-14).
Perhaps it was pride in being religious that
caused Ananias and Sapphira to lie, saying that
they had given all of what was sold to God (Acts
5:1-10).
We must avoid thinking that we alone are
responsible for our own success, our measure of
wealth, our accomplishments, our degree of wis-



dom, etc. God deserves the glory. He is truly great.
What is man by comparison?
Let us all be “poor in spirit,” and also strive to
have the mind of Christ:
who, although He existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross (Phi.
2:6-8—NAS).
3671 Oak Vista Ln; Winter Park, FL 32792

Life



Life is a matter of building. Each of us has the
opportunity to build something: a secure family,
a good reputation, a career, a relationship with
God. But some of those things can disappear almost overnight due to financial losses, natural disasters and other unforeseen difficulties.
What are we to do? Daniel Webster offered
excellent advice saying, “If we work on marble it
will perish. If we work on brass, time will efface it.
If we rear temples, they will crumble to dust. But
if we work on men’s immortal minds, if we imbue
them with high principles, with just fear of God
and love of their fellow-men, we engrave on those
tablets something which time cannot efface, and
which will brighten and brighten to all eternity.”
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world (Mat. 28:18-20).
And the things that thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also (2 Tim. 2:2).
Author Unknown
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Where Is the Scripture?
Danny Douglas

members no longer need to be put in remembrance
The trend with many today is to concentrate less
on the Holy Scriptures, and more on other things
of these important truths? This cannot be the case,
according to Paul (1 Tim. 4:6) and Peter (2 Pet.
in the pulpit and in Bible classes. Listeners are made
to wonder: “Where is the Scripture?” In visits to
1:13-15; 3:1-2). Do children and youth not need
congregations in recent years, I have left saddened
to be grounded in the first principles, and adults as
well, in this matter? Have some lost confidence in
because preachers or teachers used very little Scripthe Gospel to convert
ture in the pulpit or
Defender
and
Beacon
and to convict? Paul
Bible classes. In one
instance, the preacher
certainly did not. He
Available Via E-Mail
did not read or quote To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail please said: “For I am not
even one Scripture in send your e-mail address to bellviewcoc@gmail.com. ashamed of the goshis Bible class. How The file you will receive will be an Adobe Acrobat PDF pel of Christ: for it
is the power of God
could this be called a
(a free reader is available from www.adobe.com).
unto salvation to ev“Bible class” at all? We
also see this problem when preachers do not give
ery one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the plan of salvation from the Scriptures when they
the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). Does not God command
extend the invitation. Do we assume that everyone
us to: “Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2a)? Sadly,
book, chapter, and verse preaching is rapidly vanknows what to do to be saved? Or, do we think that

ishing from many pulpits today! Could it be that
some actually think that their words are greater
than God’s Word? This sad situation can only be
remedied by returning to a “thus saith the Lord.”
Precious souls need to frequently hear the plan of
salvation from the Scriptures preached, because
the Word of God is “able to save your souls” (Jam.
1:21b). “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple” (Psa. 19:7).
One who thinks so little of the Bible, and so
much of himself, that he will fill his lessons with
human sentiments, while leaving his audience
starving for the truth, ought to humble himself
and repent! When men who have a genuine reverence for God and His Word fill our pulpits and
teach our Bible classes, then church members will
be encouraged to: “Fear God, and keep His commandments” (Ecc. 12:13), but not otherwise.
Church leaders ought to demand this kind of
preaching/teaching!

In the long ago, God commanded Jonah:
“Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee” (Jon.
3:2). The preaching that God has always demanded is the preaching of His word, and not man’s!
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of
God” (1 Pet. 4:11).
704 Azalea Dr; Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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Yesterday
Tim Smith

Have you ever noticed how much today is influenced by yesterday? The close observer of history is familiar with the repetitive nature of man
and world events. Lessons that were learned the
hard way generations ago often have to be learned
again today by the current generation. Experience
is a great teacher, but often man is a poor student.
For purposes of this writing, we shall look at the
world in terms of three days: yesterday, today, and
tomorrow. I shall too briefly discuss the idea that
yesterday should serve as our guide for today and
our map for the future as well as to bemoan the
failures of men today to profit from the experiences of yesterday.

For example, look at the Middle East. Modern
Israel hates the Palestinians and the Palestinians
in turn hate Israel and we scarcely see a day pass
without some news coverage about the violence
that continues to destroy lives in that part of the
world. Why is that? The answer is well known:
yesterday. The Palestinians consider themselves
the descendants of the ancient Canaanites and
the Israelites of today consider themselves the descendants of David’s Israel of Old Testament fame.
The Palestinians, like their forerunners, look at the
Israelite occupation of “their” land as illegitimate
and long to drive them out. Israel feels compelled
to do now what God told their forefathers to do

long ago—rid the Promised Land of the heathen.
These things have their roots in yesterday, we deal
today with them, and we fully expect that they
will still be here tomorrow. The politics of yesterday are still with us today.
The religion of yesterday is still working today
also. Of course, Truth should so operate, as it was
fully delivered yesterday (cf. Jude 3), but sadly
truth is not the only thing in religion to find its
way from yesterday to today. Religious error is
alive and well today. About three hundred years
after the time of Jesus and the Apostles, men, with
no authority from heaven, took it upon themselves to introduce the mechanical instrument
of music into the worship of the church. As they
had no authority yesterday when they introduced
it, so they have no authority to allow it to stay today, but still it is there. The Bible was (and continues to be) clear: “But in vain they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men” (Mat. 15:9). If the teaching does not come
from the Bible then it comes from men, and if
our teaching comes from men and not God that
teaching renders our worship vain. Still, we are

dealing today with the religious error of yesterday
and it would appear that we shall still be contending with it tomorrow.
Morals are not immune from such influence. Take the infamous Roe v. Wade decision
of the Supreme Court. The Justices held that the
“rights” of the woman over her own body are
paramount—even if that means killing the life
within the womb. The Bible recognizes no difference between the life that is in the womb and
the young child. Our laws (or at least our courts)
do see a difference. It is quite a difference—kill a
two-year-old child and you will go to jail or maybe
even get the death penalty; kill an unborn child
and, provided you are a doctor and file the right
papers, the government will pay you! A few men
with lifetime appointments yesterday made a law
forcing God-fearing American citizens to pay for
the systematic murder of thousands of babies today and there is little hope for a better tomorrow.
I hope that some today we will learn the lessons from yesterday and thus work to make a better tomorrow.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

I Will

Like Paul, forget those things which are behind, and press onward;
Like David, lift up mine eyes unto the hills
from whence cometh my help;
Like Abraham, trust implicitly in my God;
Like Enoch, walk daily in fellowship with my
heavenly Father,
Like Jehoshaphat prepare my heart to seek
God;
Like Moses choose rather to suffer than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;
Like Daniel commune with God at all times;

Like Job be patient under all circumstances;
Like Caleb and Joshua refuse to be discouraged because of superior numbers;
Like Gideon advance even though my friends
be few;
Like Aaron and Hur uphold the hands of the
leaders of the church with prayer and support;
Like Andrew strive to lead my brother to
Christ;
Like Stephen manifest a forgiving spirit toward all who seek my hurt.
Author Unknown
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Adversative to Repentance
Paul Vaughn

There are many today who have an adversarial
attitude toward repentance. This attitude comes
from an arrogant heart, one that refuses to repent
of their sins. “In the New Testament the subject
chiefly has reference to ‘repentance’ from sin, and
this change of mind involves both a turning from
sin and a turning to God” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words). In the Gospel of Luke,
Jesus stated plainly and powerfully that repentance
is required from all. “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5).
All who will not repent will “perish.” Therefore,
special attention must be made to one’s sins. The
two verses quoted above serve as a warning for all
to repent or perish. There is no second choice or
alternative to make; one must either repent of sins
or perish! The Lord commands it!
There is an attitude prevalent in many today

that is hostile to the repentance of sin. The unfavorable winds of pride have blown across the
hearts of many leading them to reject repenting of
wrongs. They believe one can do things contrary
to God’s Will or teach things that are a contradiction to Scriptures and never repent of it. The argument put forth is: “I have not taught that in years”
or “I did that years ago.” We must ask, does time
erase sin? Is it possible for one to commit fornication and just not do it again without repentance
of it? Is it possible for one to murder and just
not do it again without repenting? Is it possible
for one to lie and just not do it again without repenting? No! Time does not erase sin. In speaking to Christians, John wrote, “But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us” (1 John 1:7-8). One cannot “walk in
the light” without acknowledging sin and repenting of it.
Those who are adverse to repenting of sin have
a pride problem. It is written, “Only by pride

cometh contention: but with the well advised is
wisdom” (Pro. 13:10). It takes a humble and contrite heart to repent. Let us all seek to be humble
before God.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

How Were Problems Dealt With
In the First Century Church?
Dub Mowery

The Godhead directly handled special problems and sinful conditions within an individual
congregation in at least two ways. First, the Godhead dealt directly concerning such matters. Recorded in the fifth chapter of Acts, a man and his
wife lied about their contribution brought before
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www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
If you plan on attending the lectures make
your motel revervations early.
the apostles. They conspired together to claim
that they were giving the entire amount of money
received from a plot of land that they had sold
when in reality they were keeping back a portion
of it. Their sin was not that they did not give all of

the money received from the sell, but rather their
deceptiveness. Because of their lying about what
they gave, their lives were taken instantaneously
by the Holy Spirit. Great fear came upon the
church and those outside the church who heard
about this phenomenon. The result, multitudes
obeyed the Gospel of Christ.
Not only did the Godhead deal directly in the
manner mentioned above, but also by inspired
epistles. The second and third chapters of Revelation consist of the letters from Jesus Christ to the
seven churches of Asia. These individual epistles
pertained to specific needs in each congregation
and were addressed accordingly.
The apostles handled problems directly in
congregations and also by inspired epistles. In the
sixth chapter of Acts a problem came up in the
church at Jerusalem because some of the widows
among the Jews who were not born of the native
land of the Jewish nation were not receiving the
food that was distributed daily. The apostles took
care of this matter by instructing the church to
select seven men who met specific stated qualifications to be in charge of the benevolence. Also,
the First Corinthian letter is a good example of
how an apostle dealt with multi-problems in one

congregation, including withdrawing fellowship
from a brother living in immorality. In Romans
16:17 the church at Rome was to brand (mark)
false teachers as such and to have nothing to do
with them. When false teachers from one congregation (the church at Jerusalem) attempted to
bind their false doctrine on another congregation
(the church at Antioch), representatives (Paul
and Barnabas) of the church being affected went

to the congregation from which the false teachers
came (which was the church at Jerusalem). Study
the Acts 15 for more detail.
We should make a diligent study of the New
Testament for the purpose of finding how to
deal with problems in individual congregations
and within the brotherhood of the church of our
Lord.
160 Gage Rd; Big Sandy, TX 75755

A Child Left to Himself
Lynn Parker

I was still in my twenties when I met the boy.
He was a high school student. I was a young
deputy sheriff in a Texas hill-country county. His
father had left the family. The mother was trying
to provide by working at several jobs. Her elderly
parents helped as they could. Still, the boy was almost always home alone.
He picked his own friends and did a pretty poor
job of it. Some were much older and spent their
evenings drinking beer and cruising the roads. No
surprise then when this boy, at 16 years of age, became a heavy drinker. The first time I met him he
was stumbling down a street toward his home. I
picked him up and took him to the house where I
met with his mother and grandfather. The mother’s reaction was one of amusement. She pretty
much attributed it to sowing wild oats. “Don’t
all boys do that?” she asked in defense of her son.
The next time I saw him was when he broke into a
house in town. Again he was picked up, and again
he was drunk. The mother was contacted and this
time she couldn’t brush it off—her son was going
to juvenile court on a felony charge. But this tragic
story does not end there.
Late one evening, just about bedtime, the

phone rang. An excited voice said, “Deputy
Parker, you need to get here quick. We’ve had
a shooting.” It was a neighbor of this troubled
young man. I arrived and found the teen had shot
himself in the head with his grandpa’s pistol. He
died in route to the hospital. His blood alcohol
content was more than 0.20.
Here’s what the Bible says:
“A foolish son is a grief to his father, And bitterness to her that bare him” (Pro. 17:25).
“The rod and reproof give wisdom; But a child
left to himself causeth shame to his mother” (Pro.
29:15).
1650 Gander Slough Rd;
Kingsbury, TX 78638

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail
please send your e-mail address to bellviewcoc@gmail.com. The file you will receive will
be an Adobe Acrobat PDF (a free reader is
available from www.adobe.com).
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Half Birds

Roelf L. Ruffner

Several years ago the media was a buzz with
a report of the remains of a “bird-like” dinosaur
found in Argentina. It claimed this creature could
have flapped its forearms like a modern bird.
Paul Recer, Associated Press reporter, quoted an
Argentine scientist as saying, “This gives powerful new evidence that the gentle world of birds
evolved millions of years ago from the ‘terrible lizards’ ” (“Bird-like Dinosaur Found,” Wichita Falls
Times Record News, May 21, 1997).
Once again we have a gullible, sensation-crazed
press falling for the old evolutionary propaganda.
A scientist finds fragments of bone, uses a flawed
dating technique to make it millions of years old,
and then proceeds to put the pieces together to
explain an elaborate preconceived theory. No one
doubts because he says he is a scientist!
The televised news conference revealed the sil-

liness of this approach. The scientist had displayed
a silhouette of what he hoped the animal had
looked like. There was this huge outline of a dinosaur based on twenty bones (many of the bones
were pieces or fragments of bone). How ridiculous! If you have a jigsaw puzzle of 100 pieces and
95 of them are missing, you cannot possibly claim
to know what the completed puzzle looks like.
But this shows the basic flaw of the evolutionist.
His blind belief in the theory of evolution forces
him to draw such unwarranted conclusions from
meager to nonexistent evidence.
The alleged dinosaur was named Unenlagia
comahuensis, which means “half bird from northwest Patagonia.” You may have seen half-of-a-bird,
but have you ever seen a half bird? Did a mama dinosaur give birth to a half-bird dinosaur baby? The
Argentine scientist claims that Unenlayia “lived

on a dead end twig of the evolutionary branch
which led eventually to modern birds.” This was a
convenient way for him to cover his tracks.
The scientist also claimed “birds are living dinosaurs.” It bothers the evolutionary community
immensely because they cannot explain the sudden disappearance of this very successful part of
the animal kingdom. Some try to blame it on a
supposed asteroid for suddenly wiping out the dinosaurs, but what about the “half bird” dinosaurs?

This doctor theorizes that dinosaurs just “evolved”
into hummingbirds! They are just one of those
“missing links” which do not exist anymore.
The biblical account of Creation makes more
sense than the speculation of the evolutionist.
God spoke the earth and its living creatures into
existence, including dinosaurs and birds (except
man whom he “formed”—Gen. 2:7).
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009

Undenominational Christianity
William S. Cline

Continually I come in contact with people
who are confused over the various denominations
that are in existence. Often I am asked, “Can I be a
Christian without belonging to a denominational
church?”
In the early days of Christianity there were no
denominations. The early followers of the Christ
were simply called Christians (Acts 11:26). Collectively, they were referred to as “churches of
Christ” (Rom. 16:16). Religiously, the apostles
Paul, Peter, John, and all the rest were neither
Catholic, Protestant, nor Jew. They were Christians only.
First century Christianity was undenominational Christianity. There term should not
be confused with the modern idea expressed in
“inter-denominational” or “all-denominational”
Christianity. Those who tried to create divisions
within the church in the first century which
would have resulted in denominations were reprimanded (1 Cor. 1:10-13). Their allegiance was
to Christ and to Him only. The “party spirit” was
not present in pure New Testament Christianity. There were no divisions over doctrine which

divides the religious world today. Those who followed Jesus, followed His Word; they had a “Thus
saith the Lord” for all they practiced. They were
followers of Christ, members of the church which
He purchased with His blood—this and nothing
more. They practiced no man-made creeds which
would have made them members of man-made
denominations.
Certainly today if we follow the Christ as they
did, we too can be just Christians, having “like
precious faith” with the apostles (2 Pet. 1:1). We
will be, as they were free from the error and con-
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fusion of denominationalism. We can worship
and serve the same God as simply and acceptably
as they did, following the pattern set forth in the
New Testament. When we follow the same God
and the same Christ using the blueprint given to
us by Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit, then
we can be New Testament Christians just as men
and women were nearly two thousand years ago.

The plea of the church of Christ has been the
same from the beginning. The Scriptures are sufficient to guide us in all matters of religion (2 Tim.
3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). We plead for men to abide in
the “old paths” and walk therein. You can be an
undenominational Christian just as in the early
days of the church by following only the teaching
Deceased
of the New Testament.

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Boulevard;
Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The
price (tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people
per room. Their phone number is 850/476-9091.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures
when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want
to make your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through
Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration table in
the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets will be available to those attending the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate (the cost
of the book has yet to be determined). The book
will contain 29 chapters and approximately 400
pages. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and
perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available

on CD in Adobe PDF. The CD also includes Defender (1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 19742008), and other material. The cost of the CD has
yet to be determined.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call
or write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.
Internet
Baring unforseen problems the lectures will
be available live on the Internet at: http://www.
bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php. Additional information can be found on the website.
If you have questions for the open forums
please send them by email to mhatcher@gmail.
com, or call the office at 850/455-7595.
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Scriptural Silence Sometimes Forbids
Dub McClish

Those who divided the church over a century
ago by forcing in the missionary society and the
instrument had to deny the significance of scriptural silence concerning both innovations. Now
some of our brethren are carelessly doing the same
thing in a new move for union with the Independent Christian Church (ICC). We expect those
in the ICC to try to negate the force of scriptural
silence, but we do not expect our own brethren to
surrender it as casually as some are.
“Where the Scriptures are silent we are silent,”
more than any other one principle of biblical interpretation, has been responsible for the restoration
and maintenance of New Testament Christianity.
Through the same “breach in the dam” of scriptural authority that was made for instrumental
music (because “the Bible doesn’t forbid it”), others have brought in countless other innovations

(burning incense, counting beads, using milk and
cornbread on the Lord’s table, et al.). These folk
are wrong about the use of instruments in worship and similar innovations. What they mean is,
“The Bible doesn’t explicitly forbid instrumental
music in worship.” They refuse to admit the fact
that the Bible implicitly forbids things by its mere
silence concerning them. It would be interesting
to hear a debate between an it’s-not-condemnedin-the-Bible instrumentalist of the ICC and an
ICC man who contends for milk and cornbread
on the Lord’s table.
Respect for the silence of Scripture, involving
the “law of inclusion and exclusion,” is rooted in
Scripture itself. Simply put, when God specifies
what He wants man to do or how He wants man
to do a certain thing, He simultaneously includes
what He wants and implicitly excludes (i.e., for-

bids) every other thing in that class. We naturally
and unconsciously use this principle every day.
When a song leader says, “Please turn to number 100,” he implicitly excludes every other song
by including the song specified. (Does anyone
ever reason, “He didn’t say not to sing number
200, which I like better, so I will sing it”?) Noah
respected this principle, using only gopher wood
in building the ark. Although there was no explicit prohibition of other woods, Noah obviously understood the implicit prohibition (Gen.
6:14, 22). Nadab and Abihu did not respect
God’s silence and God consumed them for offering “strange fire,” not because it was explicitly forbidden, but because it was fire “which he [God]
commanded them not” (Lev. 10:1). That fire was
“strange” (and prohibited) simply because God

was silent about its use.
Inspired men of the first century understood
and applied this principle. There was no authority to bind circumcision on Christians because inspired men were silent concerning it (Acts 15:24).
God excluded/prohibited any angel from being
His Son or reigning at His right hand by His
silence concerning any such position for them
(Heb. 1:5, 13). The Christ could not be a priest in
Israel (8:4), because He was of Judah, “as to which
tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priests”
(7:14). If inspired writers used this principle to
interpret Scripture, then so must we. The Lord’s
people greatly need a strong renewal of emphasis
on the validity of this principle.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201
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The Saving of Cornelius
Bill Jackson

Acts has been called the “book of conversions.”
The Gospel records end with the Lord giving the
Great Commission to the apostles, and Acts follows, telling of the Great Commission being carried out. In the “book of conversions” there are
eight different accounts, beginning with those on
Pentecost (chapter 2) and ending with the Corinthians (chapter 18). Each account has its own
setting, circumstances, and character, and each
account has its own interesting features, but all

of them are a harmony. There is but one plan of
salvation, and there has been but one since Acts 2,
and there never shall be but one. One of the most
interesting of these records is that of Cornelius,
and we want briefly to look at some of the features
in that record.
We go to Acts 10, and meet a man who, by
the moral and spiritual values in his life, would
put many professed Christians to shame. A devout man, fearing God, giving much alms to the

people, and praying to God always (10:2). Before
Peter, Cornelius’ servant echoes the same, stating that Cornelius had good report among all
the Jews—some accomplishment for a Roman
military officer! These qualities are worth noting
when we also see that in Acts 11, as Peter recites
the events of the previous chapter to his fellow
Jews, he tells them that the angel informed Cornelius that Peter would tell him words “whereby
thou and all thy house shall be saved” (11:14).
Plainly, then, we see that all the honesty, sincerity, morality, and religious fervor in the world are
not sufficient to save a man; man must obey the
Gospel of Christ! That was declared in the Great
Commission (Mark 16:15-16), and that is the
power placed in the Gospel (Rom. 1:16).
It is of interest to note, here, the things declared
to work salvation. We do see that there was an
outpouring upon Cornelius and his house—the
Holy Spirit fell on them (Acts 10:44), and they
spake with tongues (10:46). Peter later acknowledges that there was that “falling upon them”
similar to that upon the apostles in the beginning
(11:15). That very fact has been used by many
in the religious world to declare that Cornelius
and his household then were saved, and became
Christians, prior to being baptized. It is vital that
we note, in the inspired record, just what would
save this man. We note these points:
(1) In 10:6, the angel informed Cornelius that
Peter would come that he might be told what he
needed to do. Note, what Cornelius needed to do
and not what the Holy Spirit might do. There is
no expectation by any of them that the Holy Spirit will do anything!
(2) In 10:22, Cornelius’ servant states that he
comes for Peter, that he might come to Cornelius,
that Cornelius might “hear words of thee.” Cor-

nelius knows, Peter knows, and the servant knows
that words are to be spoken to the man.
(3) In 10:32, as Cornelius explains to Peter the
events leading to that present moment, he states
that the angel told him that when Peter came to
him, the object would be to “speak unto thee.”
Cornelius expects a message. In the next verse, he
states the same in declaring that all were assembled “to hear all things that are commanded thee
of God.” They are gathered to hear Peter speak!
(4) In 10:42 Peter states that the apostles were
commanded to preach the message of salvation,
and he was doing just that when the Spirit fell
upon the hearers (10:44). Note how these points
all fit perfectly with 11:14, in that words were to
be presented to Cornelius whereby he might be
saved.
Therefore the question: What saved the man?
The Great Commission and Romans 1:16, etc.,
tells us: The gospel saves, and it is the only thing
that can. The words, the message, the preaching,
the speaking and the hearing involved the Gospel. What Cornelius needed to do was obey the
Gospel. We find, even after the Spirit fell on those
present, they were obedient to their Lord in baptism (10:47-48). Then, Cornelius was saved just
as all the others in Acts, and just as all other men
have been and just as all others will be.
One lingering question: Why that outpouring upon them? We note that the Jews were astonished (10:45) at the blessing the Gentiles received, and in 11:18 they saw that God “also to
the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” The
outpouring was simply to let Jews know that Gentiles could obey the Gospel, and thus to counter
the prejudice then existing. Clearly, Cornelius
was saved by obeying the Gospel, and not by the
outpouring of the Spirit upon him!
Deceased

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall		
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Charles & Alice Williams
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)

Wednesday Bible Reading

March 25, 2009
Cary Parks
April 1, 2009
Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
March 25, 2009
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
April 6, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 12, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
April 13, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Preaching the Gospel
Harrell Davidson

One certain characteristic of the first century
church was its evangelical nature. Today men deplore efforts to convert others. We hear charges of
proselyting, infringement on personal rights and
“bad taste” if we solicit the interest of others. Requests are made that we go to the “unchurched.”
May we remind our readers of these examples of
conversion in Acts. Most all of the recorded cases
had a religion. The three thousand converted on
Pentecost were “devout” Jews (cf. Acts 2:5). The
eunuch may have been either a Jew or Jewish proselyte. Cornelius was a God-fearing, devout Gentile. Saul was a zealous Jew and “a Pharisee, the
son of a Pharisee” (cf. 23:6). Lydia was a practicing Jewess (cf. 16:13-15). God had a message for
these religious folk and likewise He has a message
to religious people today who have not obeyed
the commands of Christ. To adopt the policy of

never asking another person to become a Christian is completely out of harmony with New Testament Christianity.
The church was mission-minded. As we restore apostolic Christianity, may we not fail to restore mission work. Every congregation must see
to it that it has a part in missionary work. A congregation cannot afford to spend all its income so
selfishly on itself. We fall short of the Lord’s will if
we are indifferent to the spread of the Gospel.
The church in Antioch of Syria is a worthy example of evangelism. It sent forth Paul and Barnabas to the harvest fields. Luke says they sent them
away (cf. 13:2). After months of toil and hardship,
they returned to Antioch with a delightful report
of what “God had done with them.
And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence
they had been recommended to the grace

of God for the work which they fulfilled.
And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all
that God had done with them, and how he
had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles (14:26-27).
Some must go and some must send. Paul and Barnabas went and the Antioch church sent and both
received a reward for assuming the responsibility.
Let it be observed also that the church was capable of sending and receiving missionaries without

Defender and Beacon
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To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail
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available from www.adobe.com).

the aid of a missionary society. The church is its
own missionary society. It is superfluous to utilize a human missionary society. Loose thinkers
do not believe that the world can be evangelized
without a centralized society, but it was done in
the first century. God’s plan for each congregation
to be independent is workable even though this
may not coincide with human wisdom.
Luke writes that “daily” the apostles preached
Christ (5:42). People were “added to the church
daily” (2:47). Discipleship calls for daily cross
bearing (Luke 9:23). The brethren enjoyed daily
fellowship (Acts 2:46). The devil, our adversary,
never takes a vacation. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”
(1 Pet. 5:8). We therefore, should feel compelled
to say something for the Lord each day.
PO Box 215; Obion, TN 38240

Bellview Lectures

The Thirty-fourth Annual Bellview Lectures,
Preaching From The Minor Prophets, will be
held June 13-17, 2009. Twenty-eight men will
be speaking: “God’s Love”‑Gene Hill, “Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge”‑Bruce Stulting,
“Forbidden Fellowship”‑Tim Cozad, “Improper
Rejoicing”‑Johnny Oxendine, “God’s Goodness
and Severity”‑Dennis “Skip” Francis, “Pouring
Out of the Spirit”‑David Brown, “Two Walking
Together”‑Darrell Broking, “Prepare to Meet Thy
God”‑Paul Vaughn, “Woe to Them at Ease in
Zion”‑Wayne Blake, “A Famine in the Land”‑Lynn
Parker, “Comfort for the Afflicted”‑Michael
Hatcher, “Whale of a Tale”‑Ken Chumbley,
“Preaching That I Bid Thee”‑Terry Hightower, “Prophesy Ye Not”‑Dub McClish, “Evil

Leaders”‑Fred Stancliff, “What Doth the Lord
Require”‑Jimmy Gribble, “God’s Jealousy”‑Jess
Whitlock, “Woe to the Bloody City”‑David
Watson, “How Long?”‑Lester Kamp, “The Just
Shall Live By Faith”‑Danny Douglas, “The Lord
Will Act”‑John West, “No Shame for Sin”‑Darrell Broking, “Consider Your Ways”‑Harrell Davidson, “The Priest King”‑Gary Summers, “Refusing to Obey”‑Roelf Ruffner, “The Opened
Fountain”‑Tim Smith, “Polluted Worship”‑Loy
Hardesty, “The Wife of Thy Youth”‑Daniel Denham, and “Robbing God”‑Doug Post. The following topic will appear in the lectureship book
“Introduction to the Minor Prophets”‑Gary
Summers.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview





Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations
now. The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Boulevard;
Pensacola, FL 32505) offers the following price
(tax not included) $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850-476-9091. When
calling for reservations be sure to tell them you
will be attending the Bellview Lectures.
For further information please contact the

office by phone, mail, or at our e-mail address
(bellviewcoc@gmail.com). If you have questions
for the open forums please send them by email
to mhatcher@gmail.com, or call the office at
850/455-7595. Check out our web site for more
information.
(www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php)

Scriptures on Holiness
Gary W. Summers

Match the Scripture references below to the
verses that are quoted.
1. “Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.”
2. “But as he which hath called you is holy, so
be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am
holy.”
3. “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation.”
4. “In like manner also, that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety.”
5. “And one cried unto another, and said,
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the
whole earth is full of his glory.”
6. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.”
7. “He sent redemption unto his people: he
hath commanded his covenant for ever:
holy and reverend is his name.”
8. “For this is the will of God, even your

9.

10.
11.

12.

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

sanctification, that ye should abstain from
fornication: That every one of you should
know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour.”
“And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by
the Spirit of our God.”
“For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.”
“And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness.”
“But now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.”

Exodus 19:6
Psalm 111:9
Isaiah 6:3
Romans 6:22
Romans 12:1
1 Corinthians 6:11
2 Corinthians 7:1

h. Ephesians 4:23-24
i. 1 Thessalonians
4:3-4
j. 1 Thessalonians 4:7
k. 1 Timothy 2:9
l. 1 Peter 1:15-16

3671 Oak Vista Ln; Winter Park, FL 32792
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Alice Williams (Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center on Airport Boulevard)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 1, 2009
Ray Pierce
April 8, 2009
Fred Stancliff
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Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
April 6, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 12, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
April 13, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 19, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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The Bottom Line
Lee Moses

At a typical annual shareholders’ meeting, the
chairman of the board gives a lengthy welcome
to the attendees, followed by a flattering introduction of himself and the board. After covering
numerous points of order, he then launches into a
protracted speech about the corporation’s vision
for the future. Through all of this, the stockholders in attendance anxiously await more useful information: whether the customer base is being expanded, how much money the corporation spent
and will spend, and how much money the corporation made and will make. They are interested in
the bottom line.
It is readily acknowledged that businesses exist to make money, and need customers to do so.
But trouble is always closely behind whenever
principles of the world dictate how one conducts
himself in religion (consider Acts 8:18-20).

Yet, so many churches are intentionally market-driven rather than spiritually led. Church
leaders are interested first and foremost in the
same things in which corporate stockholders are
interested: whether the customer base is being expanded (whether attendance is increasing), how
much money has been spent and will be spent,
and how much money has been brought in and
will be brought in. Rather than seeking to emulate the New Testament pattern that led to the
Divine commendation of churches such as Thessalonica and Philadelphia (1 The. 1; Rev. 3:8-10),
church leaders seek to emulate the paradigms of
the financially successful, but repugnant to the
Lord, Willow Creek and Saddleback Community Churches.
Christians certainly should be interested in
preaching the Gospel to as many people as pos-

sible (Mark 16:15), stewardship of the Lord’s resources (Mat. 25:14-30; Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 4:2),
and giving generously to the Lord (2 Cor. 9:13).
But when popularity and financial success are
viewed as the church’s ultimate goal, we are not
measuring success by the Lord’s standard.
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Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world”
(John 18:36). The church, the kingdom Christ
would and did establish (Dan. 7:13-14; Mat.
16:18; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9), is not of worldly origin or nature. Nor is it intended to serve worldly
interests; as the inspired apostle Paul wrote: “For
the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost” (Rom. 14:17).
Christ is certainly interested in a bottom line,
but His bottom line is not the same as that of the

worldly-minded. While standing at the Judgment
Throne we might try to be like the chairman of
the board at a shareholders’ meeting. We might
desire to bring up various things: Our appreciation to God for all He gave us on earth, a rundown
of all our many accomplishments on the earth,
and a protracted speech about what we would
do on earth if given more time. Jesus foretold:
“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works” (Mat. 7:22). But the Judge on
that day will not be interested in peripheral matters or unsubstantiated claims; He will wholly reject them and those who make them: “And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (7:23). He will
be interested only in the bottom line: “Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven” (7:21).
The bottom line in religion, whether individually
or collectively, and the bottom line in life is: Did
you do what God said?
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

“I Just Want to Be Their Friend”
Paul Vaughn

There is a modern day philosophy that is
sweeping its poisonous venom through naive and
worldly families. It masquerades itself as intellectualism, but it will destroy the future of untold children. This poisonous venom is espoused by some
of the most ignorant in society. Perhaps you have
heard it and never realized the consequences of its
teaching. Have you ever heard a parent speaking

of their children saying: “I just want to be their
friend?” It is a catchy phrase that sounds as if it is
intellectual, but it is not.
Children do not need their parents trying to
be their friends! Young people need parents that
will be parents. They need a father and a mother
who will guide them through the maze of dangers
that adolescents face on a daily basis. Children

need parents who will reject their foolish ideas
and guide them on the path of righteousness
helping them to shun evil counsel. Solomon said:
“My son, hear the instruction of your father, And
do not forsake the law of your mother; For they
will be a graceful ornament on your head, And
chains about your neck” (Pro. 1:8-9). Solomon’s
instructions sounds as if parents should be parents
guiding their children through the challenges of
life, not seeking to be their “friend.” Sometimes
friends will hold back wise council because they
are afraid they will harm their friendships. Not
so with loving parents! They will never hold back

anything that will protect and guide their children. Why? Because they love them enough to
tell them when they are wrong.
The philosophies of men are extremely dangerous because they invalidate the doctrine of Christ.
It is written: “And you, fathers, do not provoke
your children to wrath, but bring them up in the
training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
Parents can be a detriment to their children or
they can be godly parents, guiding them toward
the moral standard of right and wrong established
by God. What type of parent are you?
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Bellview Lectures

The Thirty-fourth Annual Bellview Lectures, Preaching From The Minor Prophets, will be held
June 13-17, 2009. Twenty-eight men will be speaking: “God’s Love”‑Gene Hill, “Destroyed for Lack of
Knowledge”‑Bruce Stulting, “Forbidden Fellowship”‑Tim Cozad, “Improper Rejoicing”‑Johnny Oxendine, “God’s Goodness and Severity”‑Dennis “Skip” Francis, “Pouring Out of the Spirit”‑David Brown,
“Two Walking Together”‑Darrell Broking, “Prepare to Meet Thy God”‑Paul Vaughn, “Woe to Them at
Ease in Zion”‑Wayne Blake, “A Famine in the Land”‑Lynn Parker, “Comfort for the Afflicted”‑Michael
Hatcher, “Whale of a Tale”‑Ken Chumbley, “Preaching That I Bid Thee”‑Terry Hightower, “Prophesy
Ye Not”‑Dub McClish, “Evil Leaders”‑Fred Stancliff, “What Doth the Lord Require”‑Jimmy Gribble,
“God’s Jealousy”‑Jess Whitlock, “Woe to the Bloody City”‑David Watson, “How Long?”‑Lester Kamp,
“The Just Shall Live By Faith”‑Danny Douglas, “The Lord Will Act”‑John West, “No Shame for Sin”‑Darrell Broking, “Consider Your Ways”‑Harrell Davidson, “The Priest King”‑Gary Summers, “Refusing to
Obey”‑Roelf Ruffner, “The Opened Fountain”‑Tim Smith, “Polluted Worship”‑Loy Hardesty, “The
Wife of Thy Youth”‑Daniel Denham, and “Robbing God”‑Doug Post. The following topic will appear in
the lectureship book “Introduction to the Minor Prophets”‑Gary Summers.
If you are planning on attending the Bellview Lectures be sure to make your motel reservations now.
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) offers the following price (tax not included) $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their phone number is 850/476-9091. When calling for reservations be sure to tell them you will be attending the Bellview Lectures.
For further information please contact the office by
If you have questions for the open
phone, mail, or at our e-mail address (bellviewcoc@
forums please send them by email to
gmail.com). Check out our web site for more informamhatcher@gmail.com,
tion.
or call the office at 850/455-7595.
(www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php)
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Alice Williams (Consolidated Health
Care on Airport Boulevard)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 8, 2009
Fred Stancliff
April 15, 2009
Carl Ayliffe

Remember These Dates

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room. Class will not meet
on April 26.
April 12, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.

Dinner on the Grounds
and Singing—April 26

There will be a covered-dish meal after
the morning service. Afterwards, congregational singing will be held in the auditorium followed by an invitation service.
The 6:00 pm service will not be held.
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Trials of Abraham’s Faith
George W. DeHoff

Abraham is one of the greatest men who ever
lived on earth. His life is discussed more completely and more fully than any other character
in the Bible except the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
He was born in the Ur of the Chaldees near the
north end of the Persian Gulf. It seems he was
born when his father was 130 years old (Gen.
11:26, 32; 12:4; Acts 7:2-4). At the age of 75, he
was called to leave his home and to go out to a new
land. He was about 80 when he rescued Lot and
met Melchizedek. He was 86 when Ishmael was
born, 99 when Sodom was destroyed, and 100
when Isaac was born. When Abraham was 137
years old Sarah died. He was 160 when Jacob was
born and he died at the age of 175—115 years before Jacob’s migration into Egypt.
When God called Abraham, He did not give
him a reason for leaving his home—He did make

certain promises to Abraham. He promised him
that his descendants would inherit the land of Canaan, that they should become a great nation and
that through them all nations of the world would
be blessed. This promise (Gen. 12:2-3; 22:18) is
the foundation of the Scheme of Redemption.
God first called Abraham in Ur (Acts 7:2-4; Gen.
11:31). He called him again when Abraham was in
Haran (12:1-4). He called him again in Shechem
(12:7) and in Bethel (13:14-17), twice in Hebron
(15:5, 18; 17:1-8). This promise was repeated to
Isaac (26:3-4) and also to Jacob (28:13-14; 35:1112; 46:3-4).
Abraham was a believer in one God. He lived
in a world of idolatry. His countrymen were idolaters. His father was an idolater (Jos. 24:2). From
a youth, he believed in one God. God trusted in
Abraham. He selected Abraham to be the found-

Bellview Lectures

The Thirty-fourth Annual Bellview Lectures, Preaching From The Minor Prophets, will be held
June 13-17, 2009. Twenty-eight men will be speaking: “God’s Love”‑Gene Hill, “Destroyed for Lack
of Knowledge”‑Bruce Stulting, “Forbidden Fellowship”‑Tim Cozad, “Improper Rejoicing”‑Johnny
Oxendine, “God’s Goodness and Severity”‑Dennis “Skip” Francis, “Pouring Out of the Spirit”‑David
Brown, “Two Walking Together”‑Darrell Broking, “Prepare to Meet Thy God”‑Paul Vaughn, “Woe
to Them at Ease in Zion”‑Wayne Blake, “A Famine in the Land”‑Lynn Parker, “Comfort for the
Afflicted”‑Michael Hatcher, “Whale of a Tale”‑Ken Chumbley, “Preaching That I Bid Thee”‑Terry
Hightower, “Prophesy Ye Not”‑Dub McClish, “Evil Leaders”‑Fred Stancliff, “What Doth the Lord
Require”‑Jimmy Gribble, “God’s Jealousy”‑Jess Whitlock, “Woe to the Bloody City”‑David Watson,
“How Long?”‑Lester Kamp, “The Just Shall Live By Faith”‑Danny Douglas, “The Lord Will Act”‑John
West, “No Shame for Sin”‑Darrell Broking, “Consider Your Ways”‑Harrell Davidson, “The Priest
King”‑Gary Summers, “Refusing to Obey”‑Roelf Ruffner, “The Opened Fountain”‑Tim Smith, “Polluted Worship”‑Loy Hardesty, “The Wife of Thy Youth”‑Daniel Denham, and “Robbing God”‑Doug
Post. The following topic will appear in
If you have questions for the open forums
the lectureship book “Introduction to the
please send them by email to mhatcher@gmail.com,
Minor Prophets”‑Gary Summers.
or call the office at 850/455-7595.
If you are planning on attending the
Bellview Lectures be sure to make your
motel reservations now. The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) offers the following price (tax not included) $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their phone number is 850/476-9091.
When calling for reservations be sure to tell them you will be attending the Bellview Lectures. For
further information please contact the office by phone, mail, or at our e-mail address (bellviewcoc@
gmail.com). Check out our web site for more information: www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
er of a new nation of people who would worship
the true God and from whom the Christ would
come. Haran was about 600 miles northwest of
Ur and nearly 400 miles northeast of Canaan.
This was Abraham’s first stopping place. He set
out from Ur in search of a land where he could
build a free nation. He did not know where he was
going; God was leading him (Gen. 12:4-9; Heb.
11:8). Haran was already a well-settled region
with roads to Babylon, Syria, Egypt, etc., along
which caravans and armies constantly marched.
After the death of Terah, his father, Abraham, under the call of God, moved on. Shechem was his

first stopping place in Canaan. This is the center
of the land in a lovely vale between Mount Ebal
and Mount Gerizim. Soon he located at Bethel,
20 miles south of Shechem and 10 miles north of
Jerusalem. This is one of the highest points in Canaan and gives a magnificent view in every direction. Abraham spent some time in Egypt (Gen.
12:10-20). After returning to the land, he magnanimously gave Lot his choice of all the Land.
Lot foolishly chose to pitch his tent toward Sodom. Abraham chose Hebron in the hill country
of Palestine (Gen. 13).
Abraham, with 318 men of his own and some

help by neighbors, made a midnight surprise attack on four famous Babylonian kings. He defeated their small armies (Gen. 14). One of these
kings “Amraphael” is commonly identified as
Hammurabi, the most famous of early Babylonian kings.
Abraham met Melchizedek (14:18-20) who
was the king and priest of Salem (Jerusalem).
Melchizedek, so far as his priesthood was concerned, was without father or mother, beginning
of days or end of time. He was a type of Christ
(Psa. 110; Heb. 5-7).
God renewed His promises to Abraham in
Genesis chapters 15, 16, and 17.
Abraham is called the “friend of God” and
“the father of the faithful.” All Christians are of
the seed of Abraham (Gal. 3:26-29).

Abraham’s faith was tested by:
(1) Separation. God called him to go to a new
home (Gen. 12:1-9; Acts 7:1-4).
(2) Famine (Gen. 12:1-20).
(3) Riches (Gen. 13).
(4) Power (Gen. 14).
(5) Delay. Waited many years for the birth of
Isaac and the fulfillment of the promise which
God had made to him.
Through all of these tests, Abraham was faithful to God. God blessed him. He reached the end
of the journey looking forward to the city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is
God. The trials of Abraham’s faith are the very
same trials which most Christians have today.
Deceased

Versions

Curtis L. E. Graves

There are so many different versions of the Bible that are available today. Some of them are good
and some are not. It almost seems like you can find
a version of the Bible that will say anything that
you want it to say. For instance, several years ago,
a version came out called The New Testament and
Psalms: An Inclusive Version. According to reports
it left out phrases like “God the Father.” “Son of
man” was changed to “the human one.” Words
like “obey” and “submit” were omitted; especially
in reference to children obeying parents and wives
submitting to husbands. “Darkness” was no longer used in reference to evil because of so-called
“racial” reasons. Jesus’ example prayer began with
“Our Father-Mother in heaven,” rather than “Our
Father which art in heaven.” While I am sure that
the above mentioned version was trying to be
“politically correct,” it is actually something that

is detestable. It is just another perverted, counterfeit, commentary rather than a translation of the
original languages. Many other so-called versions
are the same. It, as well as others, are misrepresentations of God’s revealed will. Trying to change
God’s Word to allow for the cultural change of
the times does not work. What rather needs to
be done is to change the times and our lives to fit
what God’s Word reveals they should be. This has
always been the correct thing to do. “But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before,
so say I now again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let
him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8-9).
904 Kristen Lane; Paris, KY 40361
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Alice Williams (Consolidated Health
Care on Airport Boulevard)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 15, 2009
Carl Ayliffe
April 22, 2009
Henry Born

Remember These Dates

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room. Class will not meet
on April 26.
April 19, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

Dinner on the Grounds
and Singing—April 26

There will be a covered-dish meal after
the morning service. Afterwards, congregational singing will be held in the auditorium followed by an invitation service.
The 6:00 pm service will not be held.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

“Edification in Christ”
Darrell Broking

The Greek noun oikodorne denotes the act of
building. This word comes from the word oiko,
a home, and demo, to build. The verb oikodomeo
literally means “to build a house.” In Matthew
21:42 oikodomeo is used as a noun, and translated
builders. This same word is translated “edified” in
Acts 9:31 and other places. Edification is the act
of building.
Any time a wise person sets out to erect a
structure, he will sit down and count the cost. In
Luke 14:28, we read the words of that wise master builder, Jesus the Christ. “For which of you,
intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first,
and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient
to finish it?” The cost involved in being built up
in the Lord’s house is considerable. Very few are
willing to pay that price. In Matthew 13:44 Jesus
said, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto

treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” The
price tag placed upon one being built up in the
Lord’s house is one’s total worth. If we refuse to
begin here, we labor in vain. Paul revealed to the
Corinthians that the churches of Macedonia had
much power in weakness, because they “first gave
their own selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5).
The most important element in any structure
is its foundation. In 1 Corinthians 3:11 we read,
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The Jew’s rejected the
Christ, therefore He said to them: “Did ye never
read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the
corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?” (Mat. 21:42).

So it is that all edification is centered around
the Lord and His good doctrine. Jesus said,
“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a
wise man, which built his house upon a rock”
(Mat. 7:24). True edification can only result when
all of Jesus’ doctrine is accepted. The hard sayings
of the Lord are just as important as the love and
grace passages found in His Word. Jesus’ doctrine
is the fiber holding His house together. Any time
a person skimps, and leaves out some of the fiber,
you can be assured that his building will not withstand the coming storm.
Inspired men in the first century were given
various parts of the Lord’s doctrine
For the perfecting of the saints, for the

work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ: Till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the
truth in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ (Eph.
4:12-15).
We have the New Testament for that same reason
today; that is, to be built up in Christ!
4852 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526

Who Are You Associating With,
and Does It Matter?
Ricci Gambino

Brethren many times I have heard the question: “Where does it say I can’t associate with that
person?” Or even the statement: “Well, it’s up to
me who I see.”
Let me give you all a brief answer to this very
question, especially to some brethren here at Summer Lane [the congregation where Ricci labors]:
When we learn what God in His Word has declared as sinful, we are expected to make changes
in our lifestyles. We may change and slip back into
our old ways. Every person experiences regression
If you have questions for the open
forums please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com,
or call the office at 850/455-7595.

in their growth process. The faithful covenant
Christian keeps trying until his life is perfected
(matured) for Christ, but some people surround
themselves with people who have all kinds of ugly
habits.
Paul warned covenant Christians in Ephesians
5:1-12 (NJKV). Pay particular attention to verse
4:
Therefore be imitators of God as dear
children. And walk in love, as Christ also
has loved us and given Himself for us, an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling aroma. But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be
named among you, as is fitting for saints;
neither filthiness, nor foolish talking,
nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting,

but rather giving of thanks. For this you
know, that no fornicator, unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of these things
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them. For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),
finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak of those
things which are done by them in secret.
Paul gave some more advice in 1 Corinthians
15:33-34: “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company
corrupts good habits.’ Awake to righteousness,
and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.”
Let me ask you the question, reworded: “Who
are you associating with, and Does it matter”?
Birmingham, England

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The Minor Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate (the cost of
the book has yet to be determined). The book will
contain 29 chapters and approximately 400 pages.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available on
CD in Adobe PDF. The CD also includes Defender (1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. The cost of the CD has yet to
be determined.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call
or write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care
on Airport Boulevard)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 22, 2009
Henry Born
April 29, 2009
Elward Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room. Class will not meet
on April 26.
April 26, 2009
Dinner on the Grounds and Singing.
A covered-dish meal will be held after
the morning service. Afterwards, congregational singing will be held in the
auditorium followed by a devotional
service. The 6:00 pm service will not
be held.
April 27, 2009
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Who Has the Preeminence?
Lester Kamp

There has always been a desire on the part of
some to be preeminent among the followers of
Christ. In Matthew 20, the mother of James and
John came to Jesus with her sons and requested
the places of preeminence in the kingdom for
her sons (20:20-28). In Mark 10:35-45, James
and John came to Jesus themselves with the same
request. On both occasions Jesus’ response is the
same. There is no place in the kingdom for the
domination of or for exercising lordship over
other disciples. Jesus made it clear that in the
kingdom, He has “all authority” (Mat. 28:18).
Paul wrote “And hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, Which is his body” (Eph. 1:22-23).
Many years after learning this vital lesson himself, John encountered Diotrephes “who loveth
to have the preeminence” (3 John 9). This expres-

sion in the Greek is a compound verb, combining
a verb which means “to love” and a verb which
means “to have first place.” The second of these
verbs occurs only once in the New Testament in
Colossians 1:18 where it is used of Christ, “that
in all things he might have the preeminence.” Diotrephes was running the church to ruin because
of his exaggerated appraisal of his own worth and
his lack of concern for the truth and the welfare
of the church.
Regrettably, there are still some of the sort of
Diotrephes in the church who seize power for
themselves thinking that the church stands or
falls because of them. They believe that their judgments, ideas, and plans are more important than
the church itself. Their love for preeminence usually exhibits itself like that of Diotrephes in 3 John
9-11 by: (1) accusing faithful preachers falsely,

(2) forbidding others in the church to receive
faithful Gospel teachers, and (3) expelling from
the church those who refuse to bow to their will.
Such domination in the church is always wrong.
We must never place ourselves in such a position
or allow others to do so (Rom. 16:17). The church
of our Lord is greater than any personality.
The church does not depend upon any living
person(s) for its existence and well-being. The
church is built upon Christ (1 Cor. 3:11) and is
founded and sustained by truth (1 Tim. 3:15).

The church does not belong to us; it belongs to
Christ (Mat. 16:18). Our obligation is to respect
and submit to His authority (28:18) by abiding in
His Word (John 8:31). We must speak where the
Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible is
silent (1 Pet. 4:11). We show our love for Christ
and for His church, the body of Christ, by doing His will (John 14:15). Those who refuse to
abide in the teachings of Christ do not have God
(2 John 9).
PO Box 440297; Aurora, CO 80044

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Boulevard; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for
those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price
(tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room.
Their phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday through Wednesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration table in the foyer.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The Minor Prophets will be available to those attending
the Bellview Lectures at a reduced rate (the cost of
the book has yet to be determined). The book will
If you have questions for the open
forums please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com,
or call the office at 850/455-7595.

contain 29 chapters and over 500 pages. Everyone
will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available on
CD in Adobe PDF. The CD also includes Defender (1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. The cost of the CD has yet to
be determined.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. (We request the cooperation of all who attend the Bellview Lectures
in keeping the pulpit area free of privately-owned
recorders and microphones.) If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
Transportation
If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional
Airport and will need transportation, please call
or write our office. We will arrange to meet you, at
no charge, if we know when, where, airline, flight
number, and the number in your party.

			

		
		
		
			
		
		

		
			
		

			

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

7:00 pm
7:45 pm

Saturday, June 13

The Just Shall Live by Faith (Habakkuk 3:7-12)			
Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)

Sunday, June 14

9:00 am
Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)
10:00 am
Woe to Them at Ease in Zion (Amos 6:1-7)		
Lunch Break
2:00 pm
Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)
3:00 pm
God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dinner Break
7:00 pm
The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)
7:45 pm
Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		

Monday, June 15

Danny Douglas
Doug Post
Ken Chumbley
Wayne Blake
Loy Hardesty
Dennis “Skip” Francis
John West
Paul Vaughn

9:00 am
Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)			
10:00 am
Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
11:00 am
Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)
Lunch Break
1:30 pm
Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
2:30 pm
The Wife of Thy Youth (Malachi 2:14-17)		
3:30 pm
OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm
Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge (Hosea 4:6)			
7:45 pm
Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		

Michael Hatcher
Terry Hightower
Fred Stancliff

9:00 am
The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)
10:00 am
God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)
11:00 am
Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)
Lunch Break
1:30 pm
Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)
2:30 pm
Pouring Out of the Spirit (Joel 2:28-32)			
3:30 pm
OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm
Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)
7:45 pm
Consider Your Ways (Haggai)

Gary Summers
Jess Whitlock
Roelf Ruffner

Tuesday, June 16

Wednesday, June 17

9:00 am
How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)
10:00 am
The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
11:00 am
What Doth the Lord Require (Micah 6:8)		
Lunch Break
1:30 pm
Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
2:30 pm
God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
3:30 pm
OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm
No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)
7:45 pm
A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)

Darrell Broking
Daniel Denham
Bruce Stulting
Tim Cozad

Johnny Oxendine
David Brown
Dub McClish
Harrell Davidson
Lester Kamp
Tim Smith
JimmieGribble
David Watson
Gene Hill
Darrell Broking
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care
on Airport Boulevard)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 29, 2009
Elward Brantley
May 6, 2009
Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
May 4, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
May 10, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
May 11, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
May 17, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Accepting Christ is Accepting the Word of Christ
G. K. Wallace

Only those who accepted the teachings of
Christ while He was here in person accepted
Christ. Likewise, all who come to Christ today
must do so by the teachings and instructions by
Him given. Christ draws all men through teaching (John 6:44-45). When the apostles went out
to preach the great commission they were thereby
preaching Christ. This was the burden of all their
discourses. The prophet said, “all thy children shall
be taught of the Lord” (Isa. 54:13). Therefore, all
who have been properly taught through the living oracles concerning Jesus of Nazareth, and have
obeyed those words have come to Him.
Christianity has never changed. Its laws and
ordinances are still the same as they were in the
first century. It is ridiculous, absurd, and sectarian to talk to people about coming to Christ, and
leave the impression that they can do so without

doing what Jesus taught. To deny that baptism is
a part of the grace of God is to deny the Bible. If
baptism does not belong to the grace of God, it
belongs to the grace of the devil. If you have been
baptized, your baptism is either of the grace of
God or the grace of the devil.
Suppose you are sick and nigh unto death.
Your beloved doctor diagnoses your case and tells
you that he is positive he can be of assistance and
affect a cure. You rejoice at hearing his words and
then he picks up his pen and begins to write. You
turn to him and ask, “What is that you’re doing
doctor?” The physician replies, “I am writing a
prescription suited to your case which you should
carefully take according to my instructions.”
Then suppose you say, “Doctor, I can have
nothing to do with your pills and powders. I believe in you! I want you personally, but your pills

and powders can have no place in my life and cannot be a part nor a means of healing. My confidence is in you.”
The physician would likely reply, “He that rejects my remedy, rejects me, and he that has no
confidence in what I prescribe as a means of healing, has no confidence in me” (cf. John 12:48).
The book of Acts was written to illustrate
the laws of the kingdom of God and particularly
those that relate to primary obedience. Such examples as the conversion of Saul and the eunuch
(Acts 22:16; 8:35-39) make the way of obedience
so plain that no one but the most prejudiced can
fail to understand what to do to be saved.

It should be our custom today to preach with
the same vigor and force that was characteristic of pioneer preachers of previous generations.
Human nature has not changed and it will ever
remain the same. The needs of man are the same
and the answer to those needs were revealed in
the Word of God 2,000 years ago.
As it did for the eunuch and Paul, the blood
of Christ still cleanses men today who believe in
Christ (John 8:24), repent of their sins (Luke
13:3), confess that faith (Mat. 10:32; Rom.
10:10), and are baptized into Christ for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38).
Deceased

	

the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for
postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
This year’s lectures will be broadcast live
on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

		

		

		
		

		
	

		
		

		
	

		

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making
your reservations. If you are planning on attending
the lectureship you may want to make your motel
reservations early. If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please call or write our office.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

	

		
		

		
	

		

	

		
		

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 3:7-12)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis (Skip) Francis
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
John West
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
Lester Kamp
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker

If you have questions for the open
forums please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Al Flesher		
Lee Hammac
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Titus Broking (surgery—May 15)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

May 6, 2009
Paul Brantley
May 13, 2009
Darrell Broking

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
May 10, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
May 11, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
May 17, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.

		

BEACON

Vol. XXXVIII / No. 19
May 11, 2009
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

		

Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Separation
Dub McClish

Throughout the Bible the doctrine of “separation” is taught. God requires His people to recognize that they distinctly belong to Him and
to behave accordingly. God gave Israel the Law
of Moses to keep them a separated people until
the Christ should come. The reason they were to
maintain this separation from other nations was
that they were a “holy people” (Deu. 7:6). The
law was to keep them set apart from the other nations until the promised seed should come (Gal.
3:19).
The New Testament makes it very clear that
those who belong to Christ must live in a way to
indicate their distinction from the world. Jesus
said concerning the apostles that they were in the
world, but not of the world (John 17:15-16). He
further prayed that they might be kept separated
(sanctified) from the world through the Truth of

God’s Word (17:17). The whole idea of being a
saint, sanctified, and holy (all three terms deriving from a single Greek root word) in the New
Testament is that Christ’s servants are separated
from the world and its practices to a life lived for
God’s purpose (Rom. 8:28).
However, separation does not mean isolation or withdrawal from the world. It means
to live among the people of the world in such
a way that one’s life is in contrast with the lives
of worldlings. It means that we do not become
entangled with unbelievers so as to be hindered
in our service to God (2 Cor. 6:14-18). It means
we must live sober, righteous, and godly lives in a
drunken, wicked, and ungodly world (Tit. 2:12).
It means that we will refuse to let our lives be
controlled by those who know not God, but that
we will be different from the world, changed by

the Gospel (Rom. 12:2). The heart of so many of
the problems in the church today is the desire to
be like those in the world in both religious and
moral doctrine and practice. This desire is the basis of the innovations many brethren are trying to
force upon us concerning the worship and organization of the church and even the way we view
and handle the Word of God. It also includes our
speech, recreation, and dress, the places we go,
the way we spend our money, and especially our
moral standards.
There is little, if any, difference in the standards of many in the church when compared
with people of the world. It is amazing that some

Christians profess to see nothing incompatible in
their drinking, dancing, immodesty, gambling,
secularism, and such like with the blameless and
pure life to which the Gospel calls us. Even those
in the world know that such things are incongruous and are quick to cry (justifiably so), “Hypocrite,” when they observe them. The world cannot be attracted to Christ by people who are no
better than or different from it. God expects us to
be separate and that means different. The Christian who refuses to break with the world does not
belong to God, regardless of his claims.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

	

the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for
postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures
or by mail order afterwards. If you would like to
make your own recordings, please see one of our
sound technicians in the sound room.
This year’s lectures will be broadcast live
on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

		

		

		
		

		
	

		
		

		
	

		

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making
your reservations. If you are planning on attending
the lectureship you may want to make your motel
reservations early. If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please call or write our office.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

	

		
		

		
	

		

	

		
		

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 3:7-12)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis (Skip) Francis
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
John West
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
Lester Kamp
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker

If you have questions for the open
forums please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Al Flesher		
Lee Hammac
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Titus Broking (surgery—May 15)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

New Arrival

Our congratulations is extended to
Dale Cunningham in the birth of his
grand-daughter, Allison, on May 8. She
weighed 9 lbs 5 oz. Congratulations is also
extended to Allison’s great-grandmother,
Mary Cunningham.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

May 13, 2009
Darrell Broking
May 20, 2009
Travis Broking

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
May 17, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Titus

Wayne Coats

One of the traits of normalcy in humans is to
have companions. There are diverse reasons for
having good, trusted helpers and companions.
We can be a success or failure dependent upon the
kind of travelers with which we choose to walk.
As a fellow laborer of Paul, we think young Titus
must have been just about perfect. When Paul
went to Jerusalem to consider the question of circumcision, he took Titus with him.
One of the outstanding qualities in this young
man was his dependability. Paul knew he could
leave Titus to do a job and things would be accomplished in the right order (Tit. 1:5). How
wonderful to be of such genuine and untarnished
character and to merit the trust of a man such
as Paul. If people can have no confidence in our
word, work, and performance; then the world is
not profited by our presence in it.

There were many things in Crete that needed
to be finished. Paul uses the expression ta leiponta
which refers to some things which were left undone and also to some things which survive. The
church needs stout-hearted and trustworthy men
with steel in their spine. Men are needed who are
not afraid to tackle the disorderly array both in
and out of the church.
The purely positive approach can never set
things right in a world which is woefully wrong.
The disposition to sing a few lullabies and to whisper a few sweet nothings is one of the reasons for
the lack of soundness in the church, and the only
remedy is to practice the preachments of Paul
when he said, “Wherefore rebuke them sharply,
that they may be sound in the faith” (1:13). This
is the inspired remedy for slow bellies in any age
(1:12).

Titus was instructed by Paul to use “sound
speech, that cannot be condemned” (2:8). With
all the piping and blowing of sounds which are
uncertain, how marvelous it is to hear that doctrine which is sound.
When the wrong becomes so strong, a weak
and timid approach will not suffice; hence Paul
wrote, “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee”
(2:15). There is that area which is unprofitable,
and also there is that which is good and profitable
(3:8-9). There is that with which we need to be
involved, and there is that which we must avoid.
A careful study of the three chapters which
comprise the book of Titus will demonstrate

plainly that there is both positive and negative
teaching which must be done. Those people who
can only endure the positive approach will find
the material in Titus extremely dull and of little
value. We need to be looking for young men who
can be trusted. We need young preachers who
have common sense sufficiently to help with the
solutions rather than creating the problems.
Titus refused to take advantage of the Corinthians (2 Cor. 12:18). He was the kind of young
man who could complete an assignment (8:6).
His work took him to Dalmatia, to Corinth,
Crete, and other places. Titus was the right man,
for the right job, at the right place.
705 Hillview Dr; Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

	

postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at
the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for
postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures or
by mail order afterwards.
This year’s lectures will be broadcast live
on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

		

		

		
		

		
	

		
		

		
	

		

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. If you will be flying
to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need
transportation, please call or write our office.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

	

		
		

		
	

		

	

		
		

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 3:7-12)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis (Skip) Francis
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
John West
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
Lester Kamp
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm OPEN FORUM
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker

If you have questions for the open
forums please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ella Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Al Flesher		
Lee Hammac
Titus Broking
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care,
surgery scheduled for May 22)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Wednesday Bible Reading

May 20, 2009
Travis Broking
May 27, 2009
Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
May 27, 2009
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
June 2, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm. Please note the date change.
June 7, 2009
Pre-lectureship meeting after the evening service, in room 1.

		

BEACON

Vol. XXXVIII / No. 21
May 25, 2009
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

		
Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

On Departures
Tim Smith

Now, many of you may well be in a better position to write these lines than am I, but I shall endeavor to do it all the same. Have you noticed that
there are many departures from the faith around
us today? That implies, of course, that many
Christians are leaving the truth and in its place
embracing error. One cannot “depart” from that
in which he/she never resided. I do know, from
personal experience, that many places, once bastions for truth, are now havens for error. Why is
this? What is there to do about this?
As to the why, I fear I can offer no reasonable defense for those who have departed from
the faith. Some depart through ignorance. Some
leave through neglect. Some leave to get numbers.
Some depart due to the influence of ungodly men
in pulpits and elderships. Whatever the reason, it
is sin. It is never right to leave the truth—it mat-

ters not who says you should or what rewards appear to be in the offing for those who do.
As to what there is to do about it, there is
much. I have never preached in a congregation
(as a located preacher) in which liberalism/sectarianism/modernism/denominationalism or
the like has taken over. I have preached where
they tried to take over. I have left due to the efforts of those who tried to take over—but only
after their efforts were defeated and shown to be
what they were! But some, sadly, have not been so
fortunate. I recently spoke with a friend who was
on the “losing side” of a battle for truth. I do not
say that truth lost, but that the group opposing
the truth had more votes and thereby controlled
the property. Of course, unless they repent they
will burn in hell for their sinful vote; but they can
enjoy the fruits of the labor of godly and sound

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 3:7-12)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
		
Lester Kamp
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
John West
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis (Skip) Francis
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker

	

		

		

		

		
		

		
	

		
		

		
	

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

	

		
		

		
	

		

	

		
		

The sign on the property does not guarantee the
soundness of the assembly.
Do not be afraid to speak up—truth is His
and must be spoken. So what if the money is on
the side of the false teachers; so what if the departing ones are bankers or lawyers or store owners—
when they set themselves against the Truth they
must be opposed. Have the courage to speak in
defense of the truth. He will not forget your labors (cf. 1 Cor. 15:58). May God bless you as you
study and obey His Word.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

Bellview Lectures Information

		

		

men and women between now and then as they
pervert His Word and violate His Precepts. That
friend told me of his struggle, and of the struggle
of those who, like himself, loved the truth, and it
was indeed a valiant example. They did what all
preachers used to do—they cited the Scriptures
and reasoned from them. That is what we all
must do. Stand on the Book! If you do not have
the votes and ultimately Truth cannot carry the
day, then leave that congregation—it has ceased
to be a faithful congregation—and start one of
your own or go to a sound one. Simple enough.

		
		

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. If you will be flying
to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need
transportation, please call or write our office.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at
the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for

postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures or
by mail order afterwards.
This year’s lectures will be broadcast live
on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
If you have questions for the open forums
please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Al Flesher		
Ray Dodd
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care,
scheduled for surgery June 1)
Darrell Broking (scheduled for surgery
June 4)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Restored

Dot Lambert was restored to Christ
on May 24. Please keep Dot in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

May 27, 2009
Bill Busch
June 3, 2009
Bill Crowe

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
June 2, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm. Please note the date change.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. If you will be flying
to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need
transportation, please call or write our office.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
If you have questions for the open forums
please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com

For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at
the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for
postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.

DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures or
by mail order afterwards.

This year’s lectures will be broadcast live
on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
	

The Disappearance of Sin

		

		

		

		

Paul Vaughn

A tabu subject from many pulpits today is sin.
It has vanished from the vocabulary of an abundant supply of pseudo preachers who have no desire to offend or cause displeasure. Their message is
one of encouragement without rebuke and entertainment without substance. They are attempting
to delete sin from the consciousness of man. One
would need to make a diligent search to hear any
one of them utter the three-letter word, “Sin,” in
this over-laden age of depravity.
Depravity is becoming the norm in a morally
decaying society; while lying is accepted and encouraged by the morally weak. A lie is considered
just an embellishment. Adultery and fornication
is accepted as the norm, while families are laid
waste in a flood of sin. Sexual immorality is no
longer disgraceful, harmful, or corrupt. Yet, the

Bible teaches that “Fools make a mock at sin”
(Pro. 14:9).
Society and pseudo preachers may have succeeded in removing sin from the terminology of
many people, but they are incapable of removing
the penalty for sin. It is written: “For the wages
of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). God views sin as an
abomination, it is that which is vile, wicked, and
corrupt. The man who lives in sin has failed to
live up to God’s standard of right. Man may try to
ignore the penalty for sin or try to make it disappear, but God is in control and He will not ignore
sin or remove the punishment for sin. Man must
learn to view sin as God sees it. Then he will turn
from wickedness to righteousness and from that
which is vile to that which is pure.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351
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Ways to Find Time to Read the Bible
pocket to read while waiting for doctors, unpunctual people, etc.
Never go on a trip without your Bible.
Remember, a Bible in your hand is worth two
on the table.
Turn the TV off and read to your children.
Read a verse or two at mealtime when all the
family is together.
Author Unknown

		

		

		

		

1. Wake up ten minutes earlier each morning
and read.
2. Put a Bible portion under your pillow to read
each night before you go to sleep.
3. Talk less and you will have a few more minutes
to read.
4. Keep a copy on hand in the kitchen or at the
telephone to read while you are on “hold.”
5. Carry a copy of the Bible in your purse or

		

	

		
		

		
	

		

	

		
		

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 3:7-12)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
		
Lester Kamp
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
John West
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Darrell Broking		
Al Flesher
Dot Brantley
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Restored

Ashley Randolph was restored to
Christ on May 27. Please keep Ashley
in your prayers and offer her encouragement.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

June 3, 2009
Bill Crowe
June 10, 2009
Dale Cunningham

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
June 7, 2009
Pre-lectureship meeting after the evening service, in room 1.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

The Beatitudes of Revelation
Danny Douglas

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the time is at hand”
(Rev. 1:3). Do we read, study, hear, and keep what
is written in the Bible?
“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours; and their works
do follow them” (14:13). If you died in your present condition, which is possible, could this be said
of you?
“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk
naked, and they see his shame” (16:15). Are you
keeping your garments spotless by a faithful and
godly life? Is your life characterized by watchfulness? “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into

temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak” (Mat. 26:41).
“And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they
which are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true
sayings of God” (Rev. 19:9). When Christ comes
to be united in Heaven with His holy bride, the
church, will you be invited to the marriage supper,
because you have lived a faithful life as a member
of His church?
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years”
(20:6). As one who has been risen with Christ
in baptism (Rom. 6:4), have you been faithful
through trials, like those described here.
“Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail
please send your e-mail address to bellviewcoc@
gmail.com. The file you will receive will be an Adobe Acrobat PDF (a free reader is available from
www.adobe.com).

keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book”
(Rev. 22:7). Are you a blessed keeper of God’s
Word, and hence ready for the Lord’s sudden
coming?
“Blessed are they that do his commandments,

that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city” (22:14).
Will you be granted entrance into Heaven, because you are one who does the will of the Lord?
If so, you will live eternally and not die, as the “tree
of life” symbolizes. Jesus said: “If ye love me, keep
my commandments” (John 14:15).
Friends, if we do the things outlined in these
beatitudes, then we have great reason for great
joy and happiness due to our blessed relationship
with God and the blessings that belong to us!
517 Gaylord St; Dresden, TN 38225

	

postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.
If you have questions for the open forums
please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com
This year’s lectures will be broadcast live on
the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures or
by mail order afterwards.

		

		

		
		

		
	

		
		

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make
your motel reservations early. If you will be flying
to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need
transportation, please call or write our office.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at
the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for

		

		
	

		

		
	

		

		

		

		

		

		

		
		
		

	

		
		

		
	

			
			

		

		
		

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 3:7-12)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
		
Lester Kamp
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
			
John West
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
			
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Darrell Broking		
Al Flesher
Dot Brantley
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Wednesday Bible Reading

June 10, 2009
Dale Cunningham
June 17, 2009
Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class meets at 5:00 pm,
in the zone room.
June 13-17, 2009
34th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme - Preaching From The Minor
Prophets.
June 21, 2009
Lectureship critique after the evening
service, in room 1.
June 22, 2009
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Responsibility
Brad Green

The Bible teaches that “every one of us shall
give account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12).
This is a clear declaration that each individual
bears a responsibility in regard to his salvation.
Ezekiel proclaimed:
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him (Eze. 18:20).
No one will give an account to God for someone
else. Since God demands accountability, it is only
logical to understand that God has given us the
Law to which we will be accountable. Jesus says,
“He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the

last day” (John 12:48). All men, therefore, shall
be responsible for obeying the Truth that is the
New Testament of Christ. Paul states that the
Gospel of Christ is the only power that can save
man and that the plan to make man righteous is
found in that Gospel (Rom. 1:16-17). Thus, no
man can be saved without the Bible. The Bible
teaches how one can become righteous in God’s
sight—hear (Rom. 10:17), believe (Heb. 11:6),
repent of past sins (Luke 13:3), confess that Jesus
is the Christ (Rom. 10:9-10), and be immersed in
water to have those past sins washed away (Acts
22:16; Rev. 1:5).
The Bible also teaches that once an individual
has obeyed God’s plan to save, he has the responsibility to remain faithful.
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge

of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein, and overcome,
the latter end is worse with them than the
beginning. For it had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn
from the holy commandment delivered
unto them. But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The dog is
turned to his own vomit again; and the
sow that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire (2 Pet. 2:20-22).
Each individual with the capacity and ability
to give account for his actions will do so on the
Day of Judgment. “For we must all appear before

the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad”
(2 Cor. 5:10). Is it not wonderful to know that
if we simply obey God’s plan of salvation and remain faithful to Him, when He opens the book
of our deeds on the Last Great Day, our sins will
be covered by the blood of Christ, “blotted out”
(Acts 3:19), as if wiped clean from the pages of
history. Have you had your sins washed away?
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name
of the Lord” (22:16).
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772

Defender and Beacon Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail please send your e-mail address to bellviewcoc@gmail.
com. The file you will receive will be an Adobe Acrobat PDF (a free reader is available from www.
adobe.com).

	

(1970, 1972-2008), Beacon (1972, 1974-2008),
and other material. If you have a previous CD
contact our office for the cost of an update.
DVDs
All lectures will be recorded on DVDs. They
may be purchased during the Bellview Lectures or
by mail order afterwards.
If you have questions for the open forums
please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com
This year’s lectures will be broadcast live on
the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

		

		

		
		

		
	

		
		

		
	

		

		
	

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

Bellview Lectures Information

Books
The lectureship book, Preaching From The
Minor Prophets, may be purchased at the prepublication price of $16 (plus $3 per book for
postage) prior to June 30, 2009, or afterwards at
the regular price of $18 (plus $3 per book for
postage). The book will contain 29 chapters and
over 500 pages. Everyone will want to purchase a
copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2009) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for
postage). The CD also includes the Defender

		

		
		

	

		
		

		
	

			
			

		

		
		

		
		

Preaching From The Minor Prophets
June 13 - 17, 2009

Saturday, June 13
7:00 pm	The Just Shall Live by Faith		
(Habakkuk 2:4)
Danny Douglas
7:45 pm Robbing God (Malachi 3:7-12)		
Doug Post
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am Whale of a Tale (Jonah 1:17)		
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am	Woe to Them at Ease in Zion		
(Amos 6:1-7)
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
2:00 pm Polluted Worship (Malachi 1:7-14)		
Loy Hardesty
3:00 pm How Long? (Habakkuk 1:2)		
		
Lester Kamp
Dinner Break
7:00 pm	Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge		
(Hosea 4:6)
Bruce Stulting
7:45 pm Prepare to Meet Thy God (Amos 4:12)		
Paul Vaughn
Monday, June 15
9:00 am Comfort for the Afflicted (Obadiah)		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Preaching That I Bid Thee (Jonah 3:2)		
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Evil Leaders (Micah 3:1-3)		
Fred Stancliff
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Two Walking Together (Amos 3:3)		
Darrell Broking
2:30 pm	The Wife of Thy Youth		
(Malachi 2:14-17)
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Lord Will Act (Zephaniah 1:12)		
			
John West
7:45 pm Forbidden Fellowship (Hosea 7:11-14)		
			
Tim Cozad

Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am The Priest King (Zechariah 6:12-13)		
Gary Summers
10:00 am God’s Jealousy (Nahum 1:2)		
Jess Whitlock
11:00 am Refusing to Obey (Zechariah 7:1-14)		
Roelf Ruffner
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Improper Rejoicing (Hosea 9:1)		
Johnny Oxendine
2:30 pm	Pouring Out of the Spirit		
(Joel 2:28-32)
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Prophesy Ye Not (Micah 2:6)		
Dub McClish
7:45 pm Consider Your Ways (Haggai)		
Harrell Davidson
Wednesday, June 17
9:00 am God’s Goodness and Severity (Joel)		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am The Opened Fountains (Zechariah 13:1)
Tim Smith
11:00 am	What Doth the Lord Require		
(Micah 6:8)
Jimmie Gribble
Lunch Break
1:30 pm Woe to the Bloody City (Nahum 3:1)		
David Watson
2:30 pm God’s Love (Hosea 1-3)
Gene Hill
3:30 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm No Shame for Sin (Zephaniah 3:5)		
Darrell Broking
7:45 pm A Famine in the Land (Amos 8:11)		
Lynn Parker
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Darrell Broking		
Al Flesher
Phyllis Brantley		
Dot Brantley
Ray Pierce
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Restored

Travis Broking and Dale Cunningham
were restored to Christ on June 10. Please
keep Travis and Dale in your prayers and
offer them encouragement.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

June 24, 2009
Ray Foshee
July 1, 2009
Andrew Hatcher

Remember These Dates

June 21, 2009
Lectureship critique after the evening
service, in room 1.
June 22, 2009
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Are You a Lois or a Jezebel?
Daniel Denham

Mothers and grandmothers possess an exalted
and precious place in the eyes of Jehovah. It has
often been said that “the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.” In terms of lasting influence
this is immeasurably true! On the pages of Divine
History various mothers and grandmothers appear with their influence for good or evil weighed
in the balances of the righteous and true God.
Lois and Jezebel are two such women.
Lois was a godly woman. Under the Mosaic
system she had been a Jewess, but later became
a Christian by virtue of obedience to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Paul says of her that in her dwelt
the “unfeigned faith.” That earnest and obedient
faith, no doubt by her holy influence, was passed
down to her daughter, Eunice, and ultimately to
her young grandson, Timothy. From a child this
young man, who would later serve his Lord as a

preacher of the Gospel, knew “the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim.
1:5; 3:15). Many a time the lad must have spent
on the knee or at the feet of his mother and
grandmother, who read to him the great truths of
God’s all-sufficient Word (3:16-17). They there
by encouraged and counseled him to serve God
whole-heartedly. Thus, when the apostle Paul
came to Lystra in the company of Silas, while on
his second missionary journey, there awaited him
a certain disciple prepared through the godly efforts of Lois and Eunice to be of service to the
cause of Christ.
Jezebel was the queen of Israel as the wife of
wicked Ahab. She “stirred” him up to do evil
(1 Kin. 21:25). Her reign of terror over the land
brought death to the innocent, bathing the land

with their blood. She was the patroness of many
other immoral deeds. She was a priestess of
Ashteroth, a worshipper of Baalim, and a despiser
of Jehovah. She engaged in heathenistic practices
such as infanticide, human sacrifice, fornication,
idolatry, et.al. She persecuted and slew many of
God’s prophets (18:4). She was an antagonist
to the work of Elijah. She had innocent Naboth
murdered in order that her weak-kneed husband
might seize his beautiful vineyard (1 Kin. 21).
Even after her husband’s death, her wicked ways
persisted. The idolatrous religion she had planted
in the land bore its wicked fruit, even until the
destruction of both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel and Judah, respectively.
Her daughter, Athaliah, was queen in Judah as
the wife of the son of Jehoshaphat—Jehoram by
name. She was every inch her mother’s child. She
too served Baalim and engaged in all the vile acts
of the cultus. Jezebel’s sons, Ahaziah and Jehoram,
ruled wickedly in her presence in Israel. Upon the
death of Jehoram of Judah, Ahaziah, the son of
Athaliah, ascended to the throne in the Southern
Kingdom and began to walk in the counsel of the

house of Ahab because of his mother’s influence
(cf. 2 Kin. 1-11). Jezebel’s legacy was thus one of
rebellion, idolatry, murder, fornication, covetousness, materialism, and so on. Athaliah in her greed
and lust for power cut off the house of David—
and subsequently the Messianic Line—to one
male member, and he the infant Joash! Ultimately
all the children of Ahab and Jezebel, as well as they
themselves, departed this life by violent means yet
in sin to be recompensed for their evil throughout
all eternity!
Mothers and grandmothers can either be like
Lois who left behind a family of faith, or like Jezebel who helped give rise to a corrupt and ruthless clan. In each case the influence of these women was undeniably a deciding factor in the lives of
their children and their children’s children. While
no parent or grandparent can force their family to obey God’s Word—for such is a matter of
free will—yet their influence can help shape their
course in life so as to contribute to their freely
choosing to do so. In view of this, dear sister, are
you a Lois or a Jezebel?
607 72nd St; Newport News, VA 23605

Is Baptism Really Important?
Paul Vaughn

In the religious world today, there is much
disagreement on the subject of baptism. There
are multitudes of religious people who teach that
baptism is not important. They teach one can go
to Heaven without ever being baptized. There are
a great number of people who teach that one is
lost without baptism, but both cannot be correct.
To find the answer to the question: “Is baptism
really important?” the only safe place to go is to
God’s Word. What does the Lord teach on the

subject?
First, Jesus commanded baptism. “Go ye
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them into the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mat. 28:19).
This plainly demonstrates that baptism is part of
Christianity.
Second, baptism is a work of God. “Having
been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye
were also raised with him through faith in the



working of God, who raised him from the dead”
(Col. 2:12). It is God working while one is being
baptized. God would not do anything that is not
important.
Third, baptism washes away sin. It is written: “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his
name” (Acts 22:16). There is nothing miraculous
about the water, but simply obeying the Lord as
He commands for the reasons He states.
Four, through baptism one puts on Christ. It is
written: “For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ did put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). From this

verse it is easily seen that one does not have Christ
until he is baptized, that is very important.
Fifth, baptism saves. It is written: “which also
after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the interrogation of a good conscience toward
God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”
(1 Pet. 3:21). The apostle Peter said, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that baptism saves.
God has spoken on the subject of baptism.
There would be no disagreement if all would
honor God by following His Word.
PO Box 38, Cloverport, KY 40111

Seeking First the Kingdom Involves
Attending the Assemblies…All of Them
Tim Smith

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you” (Mat. 6:33). This is an integral
part of the life of the Christian—indeed, it confronts him at every turn. Whenever a choice is to
be made, it must be made in the light of the command to seek first the kingdom. If one way takes
one farther from the Lord and another brings one
closer to Him, it does not take much reasoning to
determine the choice the faithful Christian must
make.

If you are given the choice of either attending
the assembly or doing anything else, know this:
the presumption is on the side of attending. If you
must work, if you are too sick to attend, if a family emergency arises, then the assembly may be
missed. Otherwise, what is there that is as important as the assembly? Think of your influence on
those around you, of your example, of your duty
to the Lord. Seek the kingdom and let all else take
its proper place.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301
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Bellview Lectures on the Internet

Lessons from Preaching From the Minor Prophets, can be viewed at:
http://www.bellview.com/lectures.php.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Darrell Broking		
Al Flesher
Phyllis Brantley		
Ray Pierce
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Wednesday Bible Reading

June 24, 2009
Ray Foshee
July 1, 2009
Andrew Hatcher
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

June 24, 2009
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
June 29, 2009
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
July 6, 2009
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
July 12, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

War of Independence
Paul Vaughn

those early freedom fighters.
The war that won freedom for the United
There was another war for freedom that many
States of America was extremely hard and difficult
times people often fail to appreciate. It was the war
for everyone who desired freedom. It was on July
between good and evil, between righteousness
4, 1776 that the Declaration of Independence
and wickedness. It is the war that Jesus fought to
was signed by representatives from the 13 cologain our freedom from sin. In the Gospel of John,
nies. Freedom was attained because the citizens of
Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the
the 13 colonies were willing to shed their blood,
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Freedom
give their life to gain the much-prized freedom.
from sins comes only from obeying the Gospel of
There could not have been any freedom without
Christ. The Gospel of
the shedding of blood.
Bellview
Lectures
on
the
Internet
Christ can be known by
Freedom is never cheap.
There was a price to Lessons from Preaching From the Minor Prophets, all who seek to be uncan be viewed at:
shackled from the bonds
pay and the American
http://www.bellview.com/lectures.php.
of wickedness. This freesoldiers were willing to
pay the price. In every
dom was made possible
because of the shedding of blood—the blood of
war since the American Revolution, citizens of
this land of the free were willing to shed blood to
Christ. It is written: “And almost all things are by
the law purged with blood; and without shedding
keep the freedom won from Great Britain. Sadly,
of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). The apostle
many Americans fail to appreciate the sacrifices of

Paul said, “In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). Jesus fought the
war for freedom from sin. The only way to attain
the freedom that Jesus died for is complete obedi-

ence to the Gospel, not just a small portion of His
teaching. Today could be your independence day
from sin if you chose. Choose wisely.
1415 Lincoln Rd; Lewisport, KY 42351

Four Things Missing in Heaven
Andrew M. Connally

In Revelation chapters 21 and 22 we read a
lengthy and lovely description of heaven. The
language is designed to stir our hearts, arouse our
interest and to cause us to desire to go there no
matter what the cost. But in studying these two
chapters it is evident that at least four things are
missing in heaven and it is evident they are missing by God’s design. God does not want them
there! God will not allow them to be there! In
fact, by their very nature, it is impossible for them
to be in heaven.
No Sin There
First, there is no sin there. Sin has been left
for hell. “Nothing unclean or that is an abomination or a lie” is allowed in heaven. Sin has been a
curse to the entire human race since Adam and
Eve were in the garden. It resulted in the first disobedience to God (Gen. 3), and caused the first
murder (Gen. 4), and has been found in the life of
every accountable being ever since, except in the
life of Jesus Christ, the Sinless One. Sin has cursed
our world with all the immoralities man has ever
devised. Sin is responsible for all the wars, crimes,
abortions, child abuse, pornography, wife-swapping, tax evasion, and religious error found in our
world. Sin is a cruel task master (John 8:44; Rom.
6:16-18), and keeps the whole world in bondage
(1 John 5:19). Thank God sin will be missing in
heaven!

No Sickness There
Second, there will be no sickness there. Because of the sin of Adam and Eve they were driven
from the garden and their bodies began to degenerate and all manner of sickness became endemic
to man. The “halt, the maimed, the lame and the
blind” are found in all societies of the world. Periodically, one epidemic after another sweeps our
land and untold millions die. Some deaths are
horribly painful and ugly. Man constantly battles
the germs, viruses, and illnesses of this world, but
ultimately, most of us die from one sickness or another. Thank God no sickness will enter heaven!
No Sorrow There
Third, there will be no sorrow there. Just as sin
and sickness are common to man, so is sorrow.
Happiness in our lives is like a few scattered raindrops on a dusty street, while sorrows of a hundred kinds plague our days. We cry over so much
in our world! There are world conditions, personal problems, and mental anxieties that wreck their
havoc in our lives, bringing sorrow to our hearts.
Quite often, to no avail, we simply have to suffer.
Thank God there will be no sorrow in heaven!
No Separation There
And finally, there will be no separation ever
again. All separations are reserved for life and the
judgment. Once heaven is entered, there will be
no separation ever again. One of the most disap-

pointing things about life is the constant separations that take place. Some are temporary, some
are permanent. Jobs, families, wars, and death constantly separate us and are a burden to be borne.
But once heaven is entered, no further separations
shall ever be known. We do not propose to know
how total and complete happiness can be realized
in heaven after being separated from family and
friends at the judgment, but we trust God who
will make it all right. Thank God there will be no
separations in heaven!

That heaven is a prepared place for prepared
people is taught by God (John 14:1-3; Mat.
25:31-46). Our task is to get ready by obeying the
Gospel (John 8:24; Luke 13:3-5; John 3:3-5; Acts
8:37; 2:38) and living faithfully unto death (Rev.
2:10).
When eternity is ushered in, all the joys and
happiness an infinite God can provide will be
ours. And, thank God four things will be missing
in heaven! There will be no sin, sickness, sorrow,
or separation there.
Deceased
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Rebuke

Roelf Ruffner
“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh,
but by love serve one another” (Gal. 5:13).
Christians have been freed from many things:
“the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2), the Law of
Moses (Col. 2:14), and the bondage to sin (Rom.
6:6). We are new creatures in Christ (2 Cor.
5:17).
Apparently some of the Galatian brethren did
not understand this or at least were not acting like
they did. They were using their liberty to treat
their brethren in an unloving way. The old man
of the flesh lashes out at those who disagree with
him and seeks to tear them down. This is not the
mark of a Christian. “A new commandment I give
unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another” (John 13:34).

But does brotherly love mean I must not rebuke my brother/sister when they transgress the
law of Christ? The answer, contrary to the opinion of some, is a resounding “No”! The prophet
Nathan rebuked his friend King David. Jesus
rebuked His Jewish brethren, the apostle Peter,
and even whole congregations (Rev. 2-3). Paul
rebuked his co-worker Barnabas and his fellow
apostle Peter.
Rebuke done with an attitude of love can be
refreshing and edifying. “Open rebuke is better
than secret love” (Pro. 27:5).
Likewise, those on the receiving end of such
a rebuke should take it with openness and love;
ready to change if needed. Not always an easy
thing to do!
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Darrell Broking		
Al Flesher
Phyllis Brantley		
Ray Dodd
Ray Pierce (surgery—July 14)
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Placed Membership

Bobbie LoBryer has placed membership with the Bellview congregation. Her
address is: 3170 Muldoon Road; Pensacola, FL 32526. The telephone number
is 455-9659. Please welcome Bobbie and
offer her encouragement.
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New Arrival

Our congratulations are extended to
Jim and Nancy Loy in the birth of their
granddaughter, Rubye Mae Loy, born on
June 24, to Bryan and Emily Loy. Rubye
weighed 2 pounds 2 ounces and was 14
1/4 inches long. Our congratulations are
also extended to her great-grandmother,
Rubye Bailey. Please keep Rubye Mae in
your prayers.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Worship God’s Way!
Bruce Stulting

In the first century, the church worshiped according to the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42). Jesus
said, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John
4:24). He also promised the apostles that
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come (16:13).
Therefore, the apostles’ doctrine is in complete
harmony with the will of the Lord.
It is imperative that we continue to worship
according to the New Testament pattern. Failure
to do so renders our worship vain (Mat. 15:9). We
read how
Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
took either of them his censer, and put fire
therein, and put incense thereon, and of-

fered strange fire before the Lord, which
he commanded them not. And there went
out fire from the Lord, and devoured
them, and they died before the Lord (Lev.
10:1-2).
This example admonishes us not to substitute our
desires in place of God’s commands.
New Testament worship was always carried
out with reverence and in an orderly manner
(1 Cor. 14:30). The order of the worship is usually determined beforehand by the elders. Godly
men take the lead in the assembly and direct us
in the various acts of worship. These men often
briefly explain the item of worship in order to
help us better prepare our minds to worship God.
Extremism in worship is to be avoided. Ritualism
or emotionalism should never characterize our
worship. Today, many “new innovations” such as
choirs, swaying with upraised hands, spontaneous

singing, and hand clapping are being added to the
fers thanksgiving to God, makes requests, and inworship. However, a casual reading of the New
tercedes on the behalf of others (1 Pet. 5:8; Phi.
Testament will find that these acts are not autho4:6). When Christians come together to worship,
rized in worship.
prayers are offered frequently. During times of
Authorized worship includes the Lord’s Supprayer, a godly man speaks his prayer out loud
per, giving, singing, prayer, and teaching the Goswith the rest of the congregation following him in
pel. We dare not try to alter, substitute, add to or
silence (1 Tim. 2:8). Praying in this fashion allows
take away from the worship that God has authous to maintain order, reverence, and avoid noise
and confusion.
rized. As Christians, we are satisfied to worship
God in the way that pleases Him. Any change on
The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus as a
our part would be presumptuous and sinful.
memorial of His death on the cross (Mat. 26:26During the singing, all members of the con29). The unleavened bread and fruit of the vine
gregation are to join their voices together in
are emblems which represent our Savior’s body
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. In doing so,
and blood and help us to center our minds on
we not only praise God but also teach and adthe events of His death. In partaking of the Lord’s
Supper we have commonish one another
as well (Eph. 5:19;
munion
(fellowship)
Bellview Lectures on the Internet
Col. 3:16). With the
with Christ (1 Cor.
Lessons from Preaching From the Minor Prophets,
specific command to
10:16). In Acts 20:7
can be viewed at:
“sing” addressed to
we have the example
http://www.bellview.com/lectures.php.
the individual, we do
of the first century
not add mechanical instruments of music in our
church partaking of the Lord’s Supper on the first
day of each week. We do not practice closed comworship songs. For the same reason, we do not
have choirs, solos, or any type of mood music for
munion, but each person must examine himself
entertainment.
that he may partake in a worthy manner (1 Cor.
During worship on the first day of the week,
11:27-29). Guests are not encouraged or forbidChristians are to give liberally as God has prosden to partake; it is their choice. We must, howpered them (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Our liberality in givever, point out that there can be no communion
or fellowship with Christ unless we are faithful
ing is evidence of our devotion to God (2 Cor.
8:1-8). Although there are many factors to deterchildren of God (1 John 1:5-7).
Teaching is also part of our worship. The Bible
mine the amount given, our money must always
is the inspired, authoritative, and all sufficient
be given freely (9:6-7). Guests are not required
Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). As such, we beto give, but they may do so if they choose. The
lieve that if a man speaks it should be from the
funds collected are used in the work of the church
which includes evangelism, benevolence, and ediWord of God (1 Pet. 4:11). Therefore, our Bible
class teachers usually teach directly out of the
fication.
Bible. Sermons from the pulpit will be Bible cenA vital part of any Christian’s life is prayer.
tered with Scriptures given to enable the listener
Through prayer the Christian gains strength, of-

to check the Bible for oneself (Acts 17:11; John
5:39). At the close of each sermon an invitation
will be given. This is an opportunity for the believing sinner to be reconciled to God by obeying the
Gospel. This is done by repenting of sins, confessing Christ, and being baptized for the remission
of sins (8:24; Luke 13:3; Mat. 10:32; Acts 2:38).
The erring Christian also has the opportunity to
repent and ask for the prayers of the congregation
(Acts 8:22).

The foregoing is a brief account of New Testament worship. From the time of the apostles, men
have sought to improve upon the Divine pattern.
All attempts to do so end in failure and sin. Let
us stick with the pattern and worship God “in
spirit and in truth.” We encourage all to accept
the teaching of the New Testament and “Worship
God’s Way!”
981 Fish Hatchery Rd; Huntsville, TX 77320

“That You May Grow Thereby”
Bill Jackson

We probably have no clearer statement in Scripture on just how Christian growth comes than 1
Peter 2:2: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.” There
is set before us (1) The Word of God, (2) The purity of it, (3) The nutrition therein, (4) The appetite that we must have for it, and (5) The growth
that thus comes. It could not be plainer, and yet
many have expressed our day as being the “time
for church growth emphasis.” By that is meant,
Meet and talk about growth, but doing very little
of it! Why is so little accomplished in a time of
workshops, seminars, and “encounters” supposedly related to growth? One thing is certain: In
such meetings, very little Bible is presented. A
second thing is evident: Fun, games, “Gymnastics
for Christ,” “Jogging for Jesus,” “Kung-Fu For the
King,” (and for the aged, “Dominoes for Deity”),
etc., will entertain, but will not make for church
growth. If a religious body drew from all over a
metropolitan area, and had 10,000 people for every service, if drawn by the fun, the social, and the
entertaining; growth, as God calls growth, is still
not there!

Application of the Word makes for growth. In
what ways should one desire to grow? (1) From
being a babe to being full-grown and mature,
(2) From being non-spiritual to being spiritual,
(3) From having no or very little knowledge to
really possessing a fine Bible knowledge, and
(4) From being one of little or no discernment to
having great discerning skill. There is no way on
earth to achieve this apart from a continual study
of the Word of God!
A good portion of the problems to come
upon the church in all of her history has been
from those with little knowledge or discernment,
grabbing a point of truth or a half-truth, and then
rushing forward to divide the body of Christ; yea,
desiring to be teachers, but understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm (1 Tim. 1:7). When all is said and done, our
need is to grow—to grow in keeping with what
the Lord said about growth, and really, that is the
one protection we have, if we do not grow, we will
always be “fair game” for those out to damage our
souls!
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Al Flesher		
Ray Dodd
Phyllis Brantley
Ray Pierce (surgery—July 14)
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)

Restored

Keith Totty was restored to Christ on
July 5. Please keep Keith in your prayers
and offer him encouragement.
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Remember These Dates

July 12, 2009
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
July 13, 2009
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
July 19, 2009
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 20, 2009
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Opposing Something?
Michael Hatcher

Several years ago I came across an article entitled “Spirituality Is Not Opposing Something.”
The gist of this article is that opposition to things
does not determine spirituality. Spirituality is
based upon the positive, not negative.
Spirituality comes from positive things.
I can be against all the bad things in the
brotherhood, but unless I’m for the Lord
and demonstrate it with my faithfulness,
I’m no more spiritual than those I oppose.
We all should recognize that we must be for the
Lord and exhibit a life of faithfulness to God’s
Word. We also must recognize that we cannot be
spiritual without opposing things.
The author of this article says: “None of our
better known ‘opposers’ in the brotherhood
would rate very high on a spirituality scale.” Since
the author is opposing those who oppose things,
by his own scale of justice he does not “rate very

high on a spirituality scale.” I realize that he is not
the standard. The standard does say: “Judge not,
that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Mat.
7:1-2). This man has unjustly judged all those who
stand against anything as being not very spiritual.
He should repent for such a statement.
The real question is can we be spiritual without
opposing things? The answer to this is a definite
no! How can a person be for the Lord without
being against Satan? How can one be for the right
without being against the wrong? This is what
Paul speaks of in 2 Corinthians 6:14-17.
Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with

Belial? or what part hath he that believeth
with an infidel? And what agreement hath
the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said,
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and
I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you.
God, through Paul, says you cannot be for Christ
without opposing Belial. You cannot be for righteousness without opposing darkness, etc.
He mentions some examples of what he is
talking about. He condemns those who would
“oppose modern translations of the Bible and use
only those authorized by God: The King James
and the American Standard.” He has begged the
question. The real question, or problem, is can
we be for God’s Word without opposing the
perversion of that Word? Those who “oppose
modern translations of the Bible” do so because
modern translations pervert God’s Word. Under
the guise of a Bible, they write creed books. The
NIV teaches salvation by faith only (Rom. 1:16),
premillennialism (Acts 3:21), and total depravity
(Psa. 51:5; Rom. 7). Anyone who loves the truth
must hate the perversion of that truth and oppose
that perversion.
He mentions that to “be regarded as spiritual”
he must be against Crossroadism and the Boston
church philosophy. Again we should see the real
question. Can we be for the church without being

against those who would destroy the church? The
Boston/Crossroads movement has destroyed,
divided, and damaged the Lord’s beautiful bride
for years. If a person wants to be for the church,
he must be against this insidious movement, as he
would oppose anything that would destroy the
church.
He then adds some things that the “anti”
brethren oppose. On the other hand we must oppose those who would add laws to the laws God
has given. This is the trouble with the “anti” movement. Study Acts 15 to see Paul and Barnabas’
reaction to those who tried to bind something
that God had not bound. We must do the same
(1 Cor. 11:1).
I will mention one other example. He states,
“Some think it’s a lack of spirituality to believe the
universe could be more than six to ten thousand
years old.” Again the writer has avoided the true
question. The real question is, do we respect what
the Bible says or compromise with those who
would destroy God’s Word? Read the Bible, and
one can readily see that six to ten thousand years is
the approximate age of the world. If we are for the
Bible, we will be against all attempts to pervert it.
I believe one last point needs to be made. We
have before stated that by this writer’s own standard he is not very spiritual. Also note that according to this writer’s standard Jesus Christ Himself is
not very spiritual. Jesus opposed many things. He
opposed the moneychangers (John 2; Mat. 21).
He opposed the scribes and Pharisees (Mat. 15).
He opposed the Sadducees and Herodians (Mat.
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22). Jesus opposed sin and error at every turn.
That is one of the reasons that the world hated
Him so much.
The truth of the matter is that spirituality is
based upon what a man is for and against. “Hate
the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the Lord God
of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph” (Amos 5:15). The Psalmist says, “Ye that

love the Lord, hate evil: he preserveth the souls
of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand
of the wicked” (Psa. 97:10). You cannot love God
without hating evil according to God. While man
writes, “The truth is that spirituality doesn’t come
from opposing something,” God says we must
both love and hate. It is a two-sided coin. Be both
for God and opposed to evil.
4850 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526

Identifying the Lord’s Church
David P. Brown

As there can be no kingdom without a king,
so there is no church without a Christian. To have
one is to have the other. In other words, if Christians exist, the church exists and vice versa. If I can
find the church described in the New Testament
existing on earth today, then I will have found
Christians—the only Christians.
The Bible is the only book that contains information about the church. To be ignorant, therefore, of the Bible, especially the New Testament,
is to be ignorant of the church revealed therein.
Hence, the first identifying mark of the church is
that it can only be found in its fullness on the pages of God’s Word. Any religion that depends upon
any other source for its information regarding the
church cannot be the church that is acceptable to
the God of the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
More specifically, as mentioned earlier, the
New Testament is that part of the Bible that reveals the details comprising the identifying marks
of the church.
The New Testament of Christ affirms that
Christ’s church was built on the fact of Christ’s divinity (Mat. 16:18). Any church claiming a foundation other than Christ cannot be the church of

Christ.
The denominational concept of the one church
makes it a great invisible body comprised of all the
sectarian, denominational institutions. Each one
of these bodies considers itself only “a part” of the
whole—the one church. Jesus did not build such
an outfit. Jesus built the one church (singular) and
all the saved are in it (Acts 2:47).
Ephesians 4:4 teaches there is one body. The
body is the church (1:22-23). That church is also
God’s family (1 Tim. 3:15). God has His children
only in His family (Rom. 8:16-17). You can read
the New Testament until your hair falls out (or
grows in), and you will not find Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, or any other denominations.
Denominationalism arose hundreds of years this
side of the establishment of the Lord’s church in
the first century.
Any church that is a denomination is not the
Lord’s church and has no saved people in it. One
of the identifying marks of the Lord’s church is
that it teaches that all of the saved are added by
the Lord to His church.
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams		
Linda Parks
Ella Hammac		
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton
Lee Hammac
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Phyllis Brantley		
Al Flesher
Ray Pierce
Charles & Alice Williams
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Dewey Engro (Nancy Travis’ brother)
Debbie Dawson (Linda Parks’ sister)
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Jim Loy
July 22
Horace Myrick
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pm.
July 22, 2009
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
July 27, 2009
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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To Judge or Not to Judge; That Is the Question
Bruce Stulting

In Matthew 7: 1 Jesus said: “Judge not, that
ye be not judged.” This passage has been abused
by many throughout the years. The phrase, “Now
don’t start judging me!” is often used to thwart efforts to restore the erring and rebuke false teachers.
Many have objected to any criticism of denominational doctrine because of a misunderstanding
of the aforementioned passage. Defense attorneys
will often cite this passage in their arguments
against prosecution in courtroom procedures.
The failure to properly understand and apply this
passage has caused much strife and led to division
in the body of Christ.
In understanding this verse, we must take into
account our Lord’s words in John 7:24. In this
verse Jesus said, “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” In efforts to disprove the inspiration of the Bible, infi-

dels have pointed to this seeming contradiction as
proof for their proposition. Did Jesus contradict
Himself? Was Matthew inspired and not John?
Was John inspired and not Matthew? Which is
right? To judge or not to judge; that is the question! It there a dilemma? If we say that Matthew
is inspired do we make John a liar? If we say that
John is inspired do we make Matthew a liar? The
answers to these questions are quite simple; there
are two kinds of judging. The fact of the matter
is, Jesus does not condemn every kind of judging. There is a “righteous judgement” which is
not only permitted, but commanded. To judge
means “to hear and decide a case; to determine; to
pass sentence” (The American Heritage of Dictionary of the English Language, 3rd Ed. Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1994). According to Jesus, to
judge “righteously” is to do so in keeping with the

facts and in keeping with the principles of right;
not by “appearance.” A judgment based upon “appearance” would be based upon what we see on
the surface of things before we really understand
the facts involved in the case. This type of judging (according to appearance, regardless of facts)
is the basis for our English word prejudice which
literally means to “pre-judge.”
The kind of judging which Jesus forbids in
Matthew 7:1 is rash, censorious, and uncharitable
judgments, and that faultfinding spirit of disposition which condemns upon supposition without
examination of the charges; forgetful that we also
shall stand in the judgment and shall need mercy
(cf. Rom. 14:10; Jam. 2:13). The word judge in
this context means “condemn”—“condemn not.”
In the immediate context of Matthew 7:1-5, Jesus
was directing His comments to the Pharisees. We
must keep in mind the harsh judgments which
they made against Jesus. Also, we must see their
bitter spirit as they condemned (without mercy)
whole classes of their countrymen, such as the
Gentiles, Samaritans, Sadducees, Publicans, etc.
The New Testament is literally filled with examples of their brand of judgment. This faultfinding
spirit which looks only on the ill side of people
and their actions stands in marked contrast to the
“righteous judgment” spoken of by our beloved
Savior.
Why is such judging wrong? First, Jesus prohibits it (7:1). That in itself is enough. Second, it is
dangerous (7:2). In judging (condemning) others
we judge (condemn) ourselves, by incurring the
severe judgment of others upon ourselves. We also
fail to keep in mind that the Lord will deal with
us, in part, as we deal with others (Mat. 7:5; 6:15;
Jam. 2:12-13). Third, it is hypocrisy (Mat. 7:3, 5).
Those who judge harshly and unmercifully are

usually the last to see their own sins. This person’s
faults may be as a “beam” which one cannot see
while he is looking for the ‘mote” in his “brother’s
eye.” Fourth, it is futile (2:4-5). We see depicted
here both parties having the same trouble or fault.
However, the Lord pictures the one who is blind
to his own fault endeavoring to correct another
who has faults, but to a lesser degree. The beam
must go first! No one can help another overcome
his sin if he is blind to the same fault in himself (cf.
Rom. 2:21-23).
The kind of judgment which Jesus mentioned
in John 7:24 is righteous and therefore, proper,
Scriptural behavior. Let us consider some of the
aspects of “righteous judgment.” Note the following:
1. Judging a person by one’s “fruit” (Mat. 7:1520). “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them.” A person’s conduct and manner of speech
indicate his character of life.
2. We are commanded to condemn sin in people’s lives (2 Tim. 4:1-4). “Reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine.” Notice some
Bible examples of this: (A) Paul rebuked Peter at
Antioch (Gal. 2:11); (B) Paul rebuked the church
in Corinth for division, carnality, and many other
sins (1 Cor. 1:10-13; 3:1-3; 5:1-6).
3. We are commanded to condemn religious
error (Mat. 15:8-9; Rom 16:17-18; Tit. 1:13:
1 John 4:1-3).
4. We are commanded to judge other members of the church when carrying out disciplinary actions. Paul had judged the brother who
was committing fornication (1 Cor. 5:3). Paul
commanded the Corinthian church to judge him
too (5:4-5, 12-13). In order to restore unfaithful
brethren, we must be able to judge who has sinned
(Gal. 6:1: Jam. 5:19-20).

5. We are commanded to preach to the sinful
world (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). We must
judge in righteousness (according to God’s Word)
who is lost and in need of salvation. This may involve religious people as well as infidels (Acts
19:1-7; 17:16-31).
From the foregoing, we can easily see that all
human judgments are not wrong. On the con-

trary, “righteous judgment” is commanded. We
must avoid judging (condemning) with the faultfinding spirit. However, that is not the same as
judging (drawing conclusions) a brother by the
fruits of his life. Let us make sure that we always
make “righteous judgments.”
981 Fish Hatchery Rd; Huntsville, TX 77320

Summer Heat Is On and the Clothes Are Off

Pathetically, it never seems to fail. When summer heat starts coming on, the clothes start coming off. For the same reason, Christians seem to be
no exception. They often have the shortest shorts,
the scantiest swimsuits, the highest hemlines, and
lowest necklines and the flimsiest excuses in town.
The Lord commanded that Christians should be
adorned in proper clothing modestly and discreetly (1 Tim. 2:9). The principle applies to men
and boys as well as to women and girls. There was
a time when people were expected to be decently
covered. In today’s society (and unfortunately in
the church of our Lord as well) it is no longer necessary to be decent and covered.
While there is no logical reason for going
around in public half-nude; there are a number of
psychological reasons for it. (1) There is the need
to be noticed and admired, perhaps with the intent of being desired by the opposite sex. Is it not
strange, though, how indignant and offended
these bare beauties become when some guy gets
turned on and makes an un-gentlemanly remark
or “proposition” to them? (2) There is the need
of vanity. Those who are physically attractive, or
think they are, will try to “show off their assets” to
the best advantage. Some “grown up” women evidently feel they must compete with their daugh-

ters for their “fair share” of the attention and
admiration of the male population. This is a sure
sign of psychological inferiority and in reality is
an effort to compensate for a lack of character.
Jesus once met a man “which had devils [evil
spirits] long time, and ware no clothes” (Luke
8:27). When Jesus cast out the evil spirits, the man
was found “sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and
in his right mind” (8:35). When Adam and Eve
ate of the forbidden fruit of the tree of “knowledge of good and evil” (Gen. 2:17), they became
aware of sin and their nakedness (3:11). They
covered themselves with leaves to hide the fact of
their nakedness (shame) from each other. It would
be gratifying if some such awareness of the shame
of nakedness, suggestive behavior, and immodest
exposure could be passed around today.
This article should not be construed to mean
the writer is against comfort and fashion. It
should be understood that the writer does believe
in God’s standards, and that comfort and fashion
must yield to common sense, good taste, and respect for one’s own character. As Christians, with
summer’s heat coming on, let us insure that our
Christianity—and not our nakedness—is that
which is on display to the world.
Author unknown
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The Universal Rule
Guy N. Woods

Of all the important, impressive and vital lessons which clearly emerge from the inspired record of God’s dealings with His creatures through
the long and eventful lapse of years from Eden to
Patmos the one which is the most vivid, the most
emphatic, and the most unmistakable is that only
those who wholly, humbly, and unhesitatingly
submit to His will and obey His commandments
enjoy His approval here and have the promise of
eternal bliss hereafter.
The Creator was not long in impressing this
premise on the race. Cain and Abel were instructed to make an offering to their God and
the details were duly outlined and specified. Abel
complied therewith and the divine blessing was
pronounced upon him. Cain, unwilling to follow
the pattern detailed by the Lord, substituted his
will for Jehovah’s and the tragic consequences of

his foolish and senseless act soon appeared. That
narrative, from the dawn of the race, is simple, unadorned, needing neither interpretation, nor detailed exposition. It tells the story with power and
utmost simplicity. (Gen. 4:2-7). God’s response to
Cain’s displeasure, “If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted,” has received an affirmative answer in every instance of inspired history; and the
wreck and ruin of both individuals and nations
bear melancholy evidence of the truth embodied
in the solemn warning, “If thou doest not well, sin
lieth at the door.”
The childlike faith and humble, unswerving submission of will characteristic of Abraham
earned for that illustrious patriarch the divine
descriptive, “friend of God.” No higher tribute
is possible. The faithful father gained for himself
imperishable fame by simply taking God at His

Word and doing what He said. Of him the great
Jehovah was to say:
For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgment; that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him (18:19).
“And they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgment”; this was the manner of life
which resulted from the instruction which Abraham kept constantly before “his children, which
he had spoken.” It is ever thus. The divine blessing
is always available to those who walk in harmony with His commandments and He withholds
no good thing from those who faithfully do His
will.
It is important for us to remember that these
object lessons of former dispensations were written for our learning and admonition (Rom. 15:4),
and to impress us with the realization that we enjoy the approbation of God on this basis alone
(Heb. 5:8-9; 10:7; 1 John 2:4). To this fundamental fact all the sacred writers in some fashion gave

utterance. And, our Lord plainly warned, “Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Mat.
7:21). Who shall enter the kingdom of heaven?
“He that doeth the will of my Father.” No other
can or will.
This is the only course which leads to happiness either here or hereafter. Solomon, in his effort through experimentation to find serenity
and satisfaction, confirmed the verdict of history
when he wrote, “Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man”
(Ecc. 12:13). He who, when day is done and evening shadows have lengthened into the sable garments of the night, can pillow his head with the
realization that the day has been spent in useful
service to man and unquestioning obedience to
God truly enjoys that perfect peace which only
heaven can give.
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”
Deceased

If You Follow the Bouncing Ball
You Will Not Be Surprised By What You Find
Johnny Oxendine

In a recent men’s meeting one of the brethren
mentioned the importance of understanding fellowship. Here is a quick look at where the brotherhood can go if we ignore this concern:
We recently got a mailing brochure from In
Search of the Lord’s Way (Mack Lyon) announcing
that Phil Sanders was joining their staff. Sanders,
as we mentioned earlier, made comments we dis-

agreed with concerning the Independent Christian Church and fellowship, but we move on. “In
Search” is a work hosted and overseen by the Edmond (OK) Church of Christ, (where Lyon and
Sanders attend) which is the campus church for
Oklahoma Christian University (OCU). OCU
owns the Christian Chronicle, one of the most liberal publications associated with the church—and

the publication that carried the Sanders interview
where his comments were first found. This publication often follows the Lucado and Walling
types.
The coincidence comes about in this way: looking up the website of the Christian Chronicle, I see
an article that references a partnership between
OCU and the Greater Atlanta Christian School
in Norcross, Georgia. Why should this strike a
bell? Because GACS is overseen by the Campus
Church at Norcross, which not only supports
Leo Corpuz, but also continues to have one of the
most liberal speaking and teaching schedules in
the “brotherhood.”


Sanders In Search (Lyon) Edmond
church OCU Christian Chronicle
OCU/GACS Campus Church
Speakers (Buddy Bell, Randy Harris, etc.)
Draw your own conclusions!
Now each way along that line there are probably defenders that will say that one has nothing to
do with the other, but why not? Sanders should
know (we guess he surely does) of the relationship
between In Search/Edmond and OCU/Christian
Chronicle. He went to school at OCU! Would
one suggest that he or Lyon know or have anything to do with the Campus Church and their
liberal agenda? No, but OCU and the Christian
Chronicle are themselves liberal as one can easily
see from the lectureship programs OCU has put

together recently.
This is the problem now in the brotherhood.
Brethren who support and defend people like
Sanders cannot really distance themselves from
the institutions that he must eventually consider
within his perimeter of fellowship. The inextricable ties that bind together In Search/Edmond/
OCU/Christian Chronicle cannot be dismissed—
he is in there with them.
So fellowship becomes a complicated endeavor when we decide to throw our hats in the
ring with—oh, whoever comes along. And this is
not anymore a stretch than other curious fellowship developments over the past three/four years.
What is funny is that we are certain that some of
the people (we know) in the past who would have
had nothing to do with Norcross, or Corpuz, or
OCU and the Chronicle now are not that great a
distance from them.
Some fellowship connections could certainly
be murkier than this one, but here is an example
of how these relationships look on paper. We
didn’t make them up or even make it our goal to
turn these little rocks over, but we got a brochure
in the mail, did a little due diligence, and came up
with some of the most unexpected relationships
between people we have discussed in these pages
over the years. These are the kinds of things that
the brother in the meeting perhaps was talking
about when he said we need to understand fellowship issues better.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402
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Disoriented at Wal-Mart
(A Dementia Gentleman?)
Donald R. Fox

Recently, April 2009, I was shopping at the
Wal-Mart store in Tupelo, Mississippi when I
encountered a sad episode. As I entered the store,
there stood before me a fine looking gentleman,
tall and well dressed. He was about seventy years
old or so. He was standing all alone and holding
onto an empty shopping cart. Quickly, off to my
right, a woman appeared. She yelled at this gentleman, “Leave that cart alone.” She yanked the cart
from his hands and yelled at him to “Come on!”
She walked fast away from him. He stood there;
his lips quivered, talking in a very low volume. I
could not understand what he was saying. I did
recognize the sadly pained expression on his face.
I wanted to cry! This poor man was very disoriented and his facial expression was one of terrible anguish. Alzheimer’s, senility, or dementia, I

know not, however, this gentleman should not be
treated in such a way.
I am being judgmental because I do not know
for sure he had a form of dementia, yet I know
he was having trouble in solving the situation he
was in. I am further judgmental because I do not
know the women’s role. Was she his wife or a caretaker? Was she under stress and just did not act
right during this situation? Maybe she was having
a terrible day?
With this brief encounter, the “Golden Rule”
entered my thinking. No matter what the situation was with the woman, the “Golden Rule” was
not part of her behavior. Did she know or care
that a bystander was observing this situation? If
the role were reversed would she want one to be
rude and demanding?

Friends, the “Golden Rule” would solve most
if not all of the world’s ethical/moral problems.
During the period August 15 and 16, 1929, in
the city of Shawnee, Oklahoma, W. L. Oliphant,
had a formal oral debate with Charles Smith. Mr.
Oliphant was a Christian and Mr. Smith was the
President of the American Association for the
Advancement of Atheism, New York City. One
of the propositions debated was “Atheism is Beneficial to the Race, and is most conductive to Morality of any Theory Known to Man.” I am just
about sure you were smiling when you read this
discussion proposition. Pun intended!
Notice the following statement by Mr. Oliphant in denial of the proposition:
Consider the Golden Rule: “Therefore
all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them:
for this is the law and the prophets” (Mat.
7:12.)

This expresses the world’s only perfect standard of conduct. I challenge any atheist to
find a single fault in it.
I could continue indefinitely in naming the
principles of righteousness given in God’s
Word. I do not deem it necessary. To reduce this question to the most definite,
concise issue, I am willing to risk the whole
proposition on this challenge: I challenge
Mr. Smith to name any principle of morality that I cannot read in the Bible. Let him
mention any virtue he may think of, and I
will read it in this Book—“the Christian’s
standard of life” (Oliphant-Smith Debate.
Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate Co.,
1952. 80-81).
I may never see this old gentleman or the lady
again. With that said, they will be in my prayers. I
desire only the best for them.
Copied
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The Sin of Being Neutral
B. C. Carr

If there was ever a time for men to be taking a
stand for Truth and right, it is now. The church
is facing troublesome times in its battle against
sin in the face of a new liberalism and softness
toward doctrinal error. We see efforts of brethren
on every side trying to take a neutral stand. They
think they can win the struggle for right by failing
to take a stand. Evidently, they feel that by being

quiet the devil will go away. Not so.
Recently, in a forum discussion, I received a
question, supposedly from an elder, wanting to
know if elders should occupy a neutral position
on such things as which version is best to use and
the marriage and divorce dilemma. This shows
the soft thinking of those who are trying to walk
on both sides of the fence concerning truth and

error. I believe this to be sinful. It is time for those
who want to be on the Lord’s side to take a stand
for the Truth. Read Exodus 33:26.
The Sin of Balaam
You will recall that the prophet Balaam tried
to be neutral, but failed. Balak wanted him to
place a curse against God’s people. Balaam knew,
and confessed, that he must speak that which the
Lord put in his mouth (Num. 23:12). At the same
time, he seemingly wanted to please Balak. Balak’s
doctrine is stated in Numbers 23:25: “And Balak
said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor
bless them at all.”
Strange as it may seem, this is the philosophy
espoused by many preachers and church members
today. They want to straddle the fence or walk on
top of it so as to appease all parties. This cannot be
done. We are either for the Lord or against Him
(Mat. 12:30).
Let it be understood, we are not talking about
personal disputes where there is the possibility of
both parties being in the wrong. Instead, we are
thinking of doctrinal mattes. For instance, one
preacher said that he is not a premillennialist, but
neither was he “anti-premillennial.” Another has
said, he was not advocating instrumental music,
but that he was not “anti-instrumental music.”
There are many who would disclaim false doctrine in their own preaching, but they will embrace those in fellowship who teach and preach
false doctrines. Brethren, let us get off the fence.
The Sin of Pilate
When Jesus was brought before Pilate, this
Roman governor knew that our Lord had done
nothing worthy of death. He knew that for envy
the Jews had delivered Him, but the mob cried,
“Let him be crucified” (27:23). In an attempt to
appear neutral (and perhaps to soothe a guilty

conscience), Pilate took water and washed his
hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just person” (27:24).
Brother, tell me, was Pilate really innocent?
We have for a long time accused this man of being
guilty of moral cowardice. This was one of the sins
that crucified Jesus. When we allow the Word of
God to be trampled underfoot today and show
contempt for the blood of the covenant are we
any less guilty? It is time for us to get off the fence
and take a stand for Truth.
The Sin of Meroz
In Judges 5:23 we read, “Curse ye Meroz, said
the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help
of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the
mighty.” God’s people were in a battle for their
lives. God was mightily concerned, but where
was the house of Meroz? They were still abiding
in their sheepfolds. They were content to remain
idle and let others do the fighting, but God was
displeased. He ordered a curse be placed against
them.
What was their sin? The same as many of our
brethren today! They wanted to remain neutral.
They wanted others to do their fighting.
There are those even now who will not join in
the battle against error in the church. They look
upon themselves as lovers of peace. They even
become critical of those who are known as “fighters” or “brotherhood watchdogs.” Some of these
are trying to do a balancing act on the fence of
neutrality. If the truth prevails on some issue and
error is exposed to the point that it is unpopular,
they will fall off on the side of the majority and
proudly claim, “We have won the victory”—yes,
and “we killed a bear, but papa shot it.”
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Phyllis Brantley
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Debbie Dawson
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)

Baptized/Placed Membership

Debbie Dawson was baptized into
Christ on July 31. She has also placed
membership with the Bellview congregation. Please keep Debbie in your prayers.
She lives with her sister and brother-inlaw, Linda and Cary Parks.
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New Arrival

Karen and Carl Ayliffe are pleased to
announce the birth of their grandson,
Skylar Errington Hoffay, who was born
on July 31, to Don and Nikki Hoffay.
Skylar weighed 8 pounds 9 ounces and
was 21 inches long. Our congratulations
is extended to all.
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August 12
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Right Road or Wrong Road?
Ken Chumbley

A number of years ago a preacher that I knew
was back in the States from Australia where he
had lived for some time. Late one night he got
onto the interstate leaving Abilene, Texas. He had
gone about 50 miles when he realized he was on
the wrong side of the road traveling in the wrong
direction! In all that time he had not met another
vehicle. Yes, it is possible in the physical realm to
be on the right road but going in the wrong direction! Under such conditions, clearly, no progress
has been made.
In the spiritual realm, it is also possible for one
to have gotten on the right road—the way that
leads to life—but have turned back from following that way, and, thus, they do not make progress in their spiritual journey but instead they are,
by the u-turn they have made, now going in the
wrong direction thus going away from that life

that they had once sought. C. S. Lewis wrote:
We all want progress, but if you’re on the
wrong road, progress means doing an
about-turn and walking back to the right
road; in that case, the man who turns back
soonest is the most progressive.
Jesus said: “No man, having put his hand to the
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom
of God” (Luke 9:62). If you have looked back,
turned back, there is only one way to make progress toward the heavenly home. They need to do
an “about face” and return to going in the right
direction, without looking back. Our Lord also,
said:
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and nar-

row is the way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it (Mat. 7:13-14).
The right way, the right road, is a narrow road; the
wrong way, the wrong road, is the broad way that
leads to destruction. Sir Winston Churchill, in
one of his speeches to Parliament, made the following statement that changes the metaphor but
has a great point:
I have watched this famous island descending incontinently, fecklessly, the stairway
which leads to a dark gulf. It is a fine broad
stairway at the beginning, but after a bit the
carpet ends. A little father on there are only
flagstones, and a little farther on still these
break beneath your feet.
Churchill made the statement on March 24,
1938, relative to the appeasement of Hitler and
Nazi Germany prior to World War II. This statement illustrates the way it is with the “broad way”
of which Jesus teaches. It starts out fine and beau-

tiful “the pleasures of sin,” but as one travels in
that way its finery decreases until it is a way that
is rough on the feet because those “pleasures” are
indeed but “for a season” (Heb. 11:25).
If you are traveling the “broad way,” we would
plead with you to make those changes that are
necessary that you might be able to enter the “narrow way that leads to life” by your obedience to
the Gospel through faith, repentance, confession,
and baptism into Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins.
Remember, “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death” (Pro. 14:12; 16:25). We plead with you,
don’t come to end of life’s journey only to find
that you have taken the wrong road and your soul
is lost.
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

Philip’s Family
Delbert Goins

And the next day we that were of Paul’s
company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of
Philip the evangelist, which was one of the
seven; and abode with him. And the same
man had four daughters, virgins, which did
prophesy (Acts 21:8-9).
In this passing reference, Luke sets forth some
very interesting people to help others get an insight of what one’s home ought to be. Philip is
that fellow who was selected to serve tables in a
Jerusalem church (Acts 6). He is that same young
fellow we read about preaching the Gospel in Samaria, and he also taught the Ethiopian (Acts 8).
He possessed spiritual gifts by the laying on of an

apostle’s hands. He also knew that “the spirits of
the prophets are subject to the prophets” (1 Cor.
14:32). We are not discussing the probabilities of
Philip’s house needing more space, better plumbing, or more beds.
Responsibility
We look at this home and know its quality attributes. Philip knew how to correct Jerusalem’s
deplorable poverty. In preaching, he was account-
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able, dependable, conscientious, trustworthy,
and could dictate reliable supervision. Thus, he
taught his daughters so well that when an apostle
saw them, he imparted to them gifts distributed
by the Spirit of Truth. The problem at Jerusalem
shows us he took charge and solved the situation.
How would you expect a family to respond to
such a character as this man? If he were our father,
we would learn to love, to be kind, tenderhearted,
forgiving, and gentile in dealing with others, “provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”
(Eph. 6:4). Many fail in this! Thus, the reason we
lose so many youth!
Unwavering Loyalty
Philip knew how to solve problems. So when
there arose some abuse in a house full of women,
as damage control officer, he knew how to dissolve
it. He would not scream, yell, and create havoc,
for already he has demonstrated obedience to
God’s authority by quelling the strife in Jerusalem.
How? By sowing seeds of a calming peace:
But the wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to
be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace (Jam. 3:1718).

He taught them to be “with all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love” to keep the bond of peace (Eph. 4:23). Philip was never afraid of large crowds, and his
house was regularly such a scene, what with each
daughter having two friends each at the house
simultaneously. Since they prophesied, plenty
others were there too—women’s classes taught
by each or together. That must have been a glorious sight! And Philip was teaching and preaching
also! Oh how that home was filled with glorious praise and devotion! What a contrast to our
homes, which has the TV teaching everything but
the holy Word of Truth! Then, too, many homes
today has no discipline at all; and if some, it is only
a “Now, Johnny you must not do that, my dear.”
Yet, Johnny just keeps on keeping on!
Resource for Spirituality
Preachers dropped by often! Agabus came by!
Bible studies incessantly going on! Each of these
events reveals the high attentiveness to Jesus our
Lord in a house full of servants of our precious
savior. Four women are prophesying. One who
prophesied had special knowledge to teach the
Word of God without having studied any of it,
but these women never did it in the presence of
men (1 Tim. 2:12). Amazing! I would want to be
there! So folks, what can ye say of your home?
105 NE 6th St; Hubbard, TX 76648

How Did You Like the Sermon?

This is a familiar question. By what guidelines
do we determine a good sermon? I suggest a sermon is successful if:
1. It is true to God’s Word.
2. It is prepared in love.
3. It is prepared to meet a need.
4. It is spoken so that all can understand.

5. It glorifies God.
6. It challenges people to think.
Sermons are to be measured not by the approval and pleasure of people, but by their response
in holy living, Godly action, and true Christian
dedication.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece, ICU)

Wednesday Bible Reading

August 5
Ray Pierce
August 12
Fred Stancliff
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Remember These Dates

August 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 17
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
August 24
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
August 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Principles of Reconciliation
Gary W. Summers

Some things ought to make us nervous, such
as not doing what the Scriptures teach. Does it
really matter what the disobedience is? It could
be the refusal to repent of sins; it could be the
neglecting of good works; it might be balking at
baptism; perhaps it involves the reluctance to assemble with the saints on the first day of the week.
Or it might be the refusal to reconcile a problem
with one’s brother.
Jesus wanted to make certain that problems
would not persist in the church; therefore, He
provided various principles to resolve the conflicts which will always be occurring. The following Scriptures with appropriate applications are
commended to all brethren everywhere who have
suffered problems (in other words, most of us).
1. If you have been offended, go to the person responsible. Jesus, in Matthew 18:15-17, did
not say to tell everyone else the problem; talk to

the person involved. It just may be a miscommunication that can be settled easily. If not, however,
every word can be established with witnesses. This
approach does not leave matters lying around, not
having been dealt with for years.
2. If you know that a brother has “something
against you,” go and resolve the situation immediately. You initiate contact. The Lord stressed
that one leave his gift at the altar and get the matter straightened out—that is how urgent and important it is (5:23-24). Silence between brethren
is not an acceptable option.
3. Do not be a stumbling block to your brother. The apostle Paul preferred never to eat meat
again if it made his brother stumble. Tolerance
and humility go much further than arrogance and
closed-mindedness. Notice the fervency of Paul’s
plea: “And through thy knowledge shall the weak
brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when

ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their
ever, knew that it would be withheld by some.
weak conscience, ye sin against Christ” (1 Cor.
Therefore, He made our forgiveness from God
8:11-12).
contingent on our forgiveness of others (Mat.
4. “Love one another.” Who does not know
6:14-15; 18:21-35). Unfortunately, in our day
that Jesus taught His disciples to love one another,
and time, it is uncommon for people to own up
as He loved them? (John 13:34-35). Is something
to their wrongs. Some immediately become deso familiar easily overlooked? Frequently when
fensive and rationalize or refuse to talk at all. Sins
problems occur between brethren, people’s feelagainst brethren, however, need to be repented of
ings get hurt, and this commandment falls by the
like any other sin. It is neither right nor pleasing to
wayside. Some may even intentionally wish harm
God to say, “I’ll just let that go.”
upon another, which may be a natural response,
6. Problems cannot be rationalized away.
but it is not a spiritual one.
Paul did not say of Peter’s wrong behavior in GaJohn warns that the one who “hateth his brothlatians 2: “Oh, he’s just having a bad day.” He had
er, is in darkness even until now” and “walketh in
to be confronted concerning it. Sinful behavior
darkness” (1 John 2:9-11). One who does not love
cannot be overlooked amongst friends or even
his brother “knoweth not God, for God is love”
fellow apostles. On another occasion Peter had to
(4:8); furthermore, for this individual to insist
rebuke Simon the Sorcerer for his desire to have
that he loves God makes him a liar (4:20).
power not granted unto him. Whatever he may
One of the things people do who love others
have done afterward, at least he deserves credit
is to bear with them
for his response in Acts
and forgive them their
8:24: “Pray ye to the
Gospel Meeting
trespasses. Is it love to
Lord for me, that none
with
lash out at someone for
of these things which
Tim Cozad
whom there is no perye have spoken come
sonal attachment beupon me.” Simon did
September 27 - October 2
cause of certain actions
not seek to justify or
when, if the same deed
defend his actions. He
“Salvation Is Conditional”
had been committed by
did not blame someone
a family member or close friend, the matter would
else. On those occasions when we have said or
have been resolved quickly and quietly? Making
done the wrong thing, we should admit it.
a distinction between how we treat brethren (us7. Problems can only be settled on the basis
ing a double standard) is indicative of losing one’s
of truth. No one can be forgiven on the basis that
partiality and objectivity. Certainly, such attitudes
he is another brother’s friend or relative, has other
will stand in the way of reconciliation.
fine attributes, possesses tremendous influence,
5. We must be willing to forgive if we expect
or has a great deal of money. Problems resolved
to be forgiven. Most of the time, when a brother
in those ways compromise the truth, which all
who has offended us humbly repents, everyone
Gospel preachers are committed to defending.
rejoices, and forgiveness if granted. Jesus, howOnly by continuing in the Word can we know

and practice the truth (John 8:31-32). Unfortunately, many personal conflicts can be reduced to
“he said…he said” situations. In the midst of conflicts, some begin to judge motives, which only
compounds the problem. As much debris as possible should be cleared away to concentrate on the
main offense.

We ought to be impressed with these and
other principles of conflict resolution that our
Lord placed within the Scriptures. How can we
speak of unity and peace when unresolved situations continually confront us? All of us ought to
be concerned about being peacemakers.
3671 Oak Vista Ln; Winter Park, FL 32792

“Preaching Them Right Into Heaven”
Dub Mowery

It seems that some preachers conducting funeral services attempt to “preach the deceased
right into heaven.” I once heard a denominational preacher at a funeral service declare that he
guaranteed that the deceased had gone to heaven.
Of course it is impossible for a preacher or anyone
else to make such a guarantee. Only the Lord has
the prerogative of determining our eternal destination, which is based on whether or not we have
lived in harmony with His inspired Word. The
apostle John, in speaking of the day of judgment,
declared:
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is
the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works (Rev.
20:12).
The foolishness of a preacher attempting to preach
anyone into heaven is seen in the following story.
An old reprobate who spent most of his adult life
carousing from one beer joint to another died. He
was known as the town drunk. This man left in
this life a wife and seven children. The government and society had provided for his family, in
that he was too irresponsible to do so. All he left

his family were debts of unpaid bills. The Scripture warns: “But if any provide not for his own,
and specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel”
(1 Tim. 5:8). He had not “darkened the doors of
the church building” since he was a young boy.
During his funeral service the preacher raved on
about what a fine citizen and Christian this man
had been. The preacher assured the family that
the deceased was now in heaven. The widow
punched one of her boys and said: “Johnny, you
go up there and see if that’s your pa in that box!”
(Burying the dead in a coffin made of pine wood
was quite common in the past. It was sometimes
referred to as a pine box.) No preacher can preach
anyone into heaven, including this man who was
worse than an infidel.
Hear the inspired words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes 12:13-14:
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil.
160 Gage Rd; Big Sandy, TX 75755
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece, ICU)

Wednesday Bible Reading

August 19
Carl Ayliffe
August 26
Henry Born

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

August 24
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
August 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.

BEACON

Vol. XXXVIII / No. 34
August 24, 2009
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

The Hybrid Church and Why It Has a
Real Chance to Succeed With Some
Johnny Oxendine

The title probably has caused some of you
to have a puzzled look, or a frown on the brow.
What could possibly be meant by this phrase, “the
hybrid church?” Today, we want to introduce you
to this phenomenon with an understanding that
this is a real amalgamation in the church today.
The hybrid church is a newcomer in the brotherhood. It is composed of brethren of all stripes who
share a common denominator to not pass judgment on the activities, errors, false teaching, or associations (fellowship) of others. Hybrid means a
thing made by combining two different elements;
a mixture; these newly combined elements in
the church are quickly transforming into a sector
that will shortly (if they continue on this path)
not resemble the Lord’s church at all. There will
probably be some identifiable remnants remain-

ing, but what we see in the New Testament will
be radically changed as a result of this new hybrid
(or Greek mythology Hydra) church.
What caused me to pause and consider this
reality was the most recent flyer advertising the
Tahoe Family Encampment (July 2009). The familiar names are there, but it is the stark diversity
(or newly desired balance) that is truly astonishing. Glen Colley (a big supporter of Apologetics
Press and Dave Miller, from Alabama) is there
with annual speakers Truitt Adair of Sunset Bible
Institute, Brad Harrub (Focus Press), and Jim
Gardner of the Woodward Park congregation in
Fresno. This brief smattering of names is a remarkable group in that you would think their views on
so many doctrinal positions are quite dissimilar.
Then we have Jim Palmer and Joe Wells, who also

write for Harrub’s magazine and the tag-team duo
of Phil Sanders and Mack Lyon of In Search Of
The Lord’s Way (a work overseen by the Edmond
Church of Christ—the campus church of Okla-

homa Christian University, home to the Christian Chronicle). Party time, excellent! Where is
MSOP?
How different are these men? We have writ-
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Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

“Salvation Is Conditional”
Sunday Bible Class: IF
Sunday Morning Worship: Walking in the Light
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Church: Aggressive and Militant
Monday Evening: Seek Ye First
Tuesday Evening: Man’s Stubborn Will
Wednesday Evening: A Way Which Seemeth Right
Thursday Evening: Changing Views on Hell
Friday Evening: This Place Called Heaven
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 1 & 3will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.

ten before of Sanders’ claim that there are some
in the Independent Christian Church who,
somehow, are our brethren (they need not be
baptized). Woodward Park partners with Sunset
Bible Institute in Ethiopia and other works. The
Apologetics Press supporters obviously support
the re-election/re-affirmation of elders (through
their support of Miller), and the list could be longer, but this is exactly our point. Can anyone actually imagine how large a group this conglomerate
comprises? One Florence, Alabama speaker hails
from a congregation that provides you Internet
links to Abilene, Lubbock, Pepperdine, Rochester, and Lipscomb universities. The Sunset Bible
Institute actively promotes Abilene, Pepperdine,
and the Christian Chronicle on their website. That
is a large reach in and of itself. Then, when you
throw in the fellowship extended by Apologetics
Press (supporters and alumni) you have a whole

other side of the brotherhood included.
I am imagining (and trying to add simple logic
to the equation) that there really is no reason why
any of the brethren (nationwide) who have loose
or close associations with all, some, or any of these
men could not certainly join them in fellowship
for the encampment. After all, there is no reason
(from what we see here, and understand from various responses on issues) that a supporter of Apologetics Press could not now be in fellowship with
Sunset, or the Independent Christian Church for
that matter. We have finally (and unfortunately)
come full circle where it is proof positive that
brethren who despise doctrinal discernment, or
no longer ask for scriptural authority for certain
actions taken, have a large, diverse, and balanced
party. The larger question (already answered) is
whether the Lord will be a member?
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Isn’t It Strange?
Isn’t it strange how a 20-dollar bill seems like
such a large amount when you give it to God, but
such a small amount when you to shopping?
Isn’t it strange how two hours seem so long
when you’re at church services, and how short
they seem when you’re watching a good movie?
Isn’t it strange that you cannot find a word to
say when you are praying, but you have no trouble
thinking what to talk about with a friend?
Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to read one
chapter of the Bible, but how easy it is to read 100
pages of a popular novel?
Isn’t it strange how everyone wants front-rowtickets to concerts or games, but they do whatever is possible to sit on the last row in church
services?

Isn’t it strange how we need to know about
an event for church 2-3 weeks before, so we can
include it in our agenda, but we can adjust our
agenda for other events at the last minute?
Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to learn a fact
about God to share it with others, but how easy it
is to learn, understand, extend, and repeat gossip?
Isn’t it strange how we believe everything that
magazines and newspapers say, but we question
the words in the Bible?
Isn’t it strange how everyone wants to go to
heaven, but no one wants to do anything to get
there?
Isn’t it strange?
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Linda Worley’s brotherin-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece, ICU)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)

Wednesday Bible Reading

August 26
Henry Born
September 2
Elward Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

August 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
September 14
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

“Be Tolerant” They Say!
Alton W. Fonville

At every turn we hear someone say that we
should be more tolerant with people of different
faiths. Some say, “I have my faith and you have
yours, and it doesn’t really matter what we believe as long as we are sincere and are doing the
best we can.” Now let me ask you, does that sound
like anything in the Bible? No, and why not? It
is completely contrary to all the teachings of the
Lord and to the “inspired” words given to us by
Him. So if it is not from God the Father, where
did it come from? The answer is obvious—those
false teachings came from the minds of men and
will lead to destruction. Let us look at some Scripture which came from the mind of God, for our
profit. It is the power with which God chose to
save mankind, if he would only believe and obey
it. It is called “the Gospel of Christ,” “the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude
3; Rom. 1:16-17).

Jesus came to the Earth from Heaven to do
the will of God, the Father. He brought salvation to all those who would believe and obey
Him. While here, He did many mighty miracles
to prove (confirm) the Old Testament Scriptures
which had spoken of Him through the prophets
and to prove He was the Son of God (John 30:2021). He went to the cross to make it possible for
our sins to be forgiven, so we could have fellowship with God and have the hope of eternal life
with Him for eternity. Before He ascended back
to Heaven, He gave charge to His apostles:
Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned (Mark 16:
15-16).
If you notice carefully, He used the word “the” before the word “gospel.” In all of His teachings, He

stressed the oneness of the Gospel, providing for
the one way to Heaven. There was no choice of
“other gospels” to believe and obey. Those people
who say, “be tolerant” with other “faiths” are trying to teach “another gospel.” Consider what Paul
warned about this:
I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you,
and would pervert the gospel of Christ.
But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed. As we said before, so say I now
again, If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him
be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).
Jesus taught us there is one sheepfold and that
He is “the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 10:1;
14:6). He said that those trying to come into it
any other way were thieves and robbers. He said
through the apostle Paul that ravening wolves
would arise from among themselves to draw away
followers not sparing the flock (Acts 20:29-30).
The Holy Spirit warned about the coming of
“false teachers” who would come in to deceive

many(1 Tim. 4:1). In reality, the false teachers
are the same as the “ravening wolves” (Mat. 7:15).
How much toleration should we have for such?
Do we take pity on them and let them destroy
a few sheep before we say, “enough”? Regarding
these issues, we see what the apostle Paul did: “To
whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue
with you” (Gal. 2:5). False teachers who came in
privily were not excused even for one hour that
the Truth would not be contaminated with their
false doctrines.
It must have been very important to Paul that
pure doctrine which he had delivered was not to
be contaminated with error. That same doctrine
he taught in all the churches (1 Cor. 4:17). He
warned his hearers night and day with tears (Acts
20:31). Paul pleads with us to have the same mind
that Christ had (Phi. 2:5). How tolerant was our
Savior when he encountered false teachers? They
were dealt with immediately to maintain the purity of the Gospel of Christ, which was once for all
time delivered to us. When we allow even a small
amount of the “leaven” of error to remain mixed
with the Gospel, it no longer is the power of God
to save mankind.
337 Madison 4605; St. Paul, AR 72760

24 Years in the 1st Grade

We live in an age of education. Even retired
people go to college. With all the emphasis on
education, we need to re-emphasize Bible study.
People spend a great portion of life preparing for a
profession in this world, which at best will be used
for less than a century, and then spend little time
preparing to live for eternity.
It would take twenty-four years to complete

the first grade if public schools met only as often
as Sunday Bible School (if no classes were missed).
Suppose one came to class only half of the time—
48 years in the first grade.
At the same time, if a person spends twenty
minutes a day on a given subject for a period of
twenty years, he can become an authority in that
field. Think what twenty minutes a day over

Gospel Meeting
with

Tim Cozad
September 27 - October 2
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Salvation Is Conditional
Sunday Bible Class: “IF”
Sunday Morning Worship: “Walking in the Light”
Sunday Afternoon Worship: “The Church: Aggressive and Militant”
Monday Evening: “Seek Ye First”
Tuesday Evening: “Man’s Stubborn Will”
Wednesday Evening: “A Way Which Seemeth Right”
Thursday Evening: “Changing Views on Hell”
Friday Evening: “This Place Called Heaven”
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 1 & 3will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
twenty years would mean in Bible knowledge.
Are you a spiritual first grader? See you in Bible class!
Author Unknown
[With school having recently resumed, it is a good

time to re-emphasize the importance of Bible
study. We need not only to attend classes but we
need to do “homework” as well. We need to study
the Bible at home.]
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 2
Elward Brantley
September 12
Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

September 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
September 14
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
September 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Keeping Rank
Lester Kamp

The army of God which assembled in Hebron
to make David king over all Israel following the
death of Saul had characteristics which are worthy of duplication by the Lord’s people today. For
example, there were fifty thousand men from the
tribe of Zebulon who “could keep rank: they were
not of double heart” (1 Chr. 12:33). In fact, every soldier was one who “could keep rank” and
came to Hebron “with a perfect heart” (12:38).
To “keep rank” means that these men were disciplined through the practice of the rules and regulations of the army and were, therefore, able to
function efficiently as a soldier in battle array. Because of this they could march and fight shoulder
to shoulder with each other—they could “keep
rank.” The references to the heart suggest that
these men had a single loyalty to their king which
allowed them to give their lives, if necessary, for
the king’s cause.

Today, the church is God’s spiritual army following the directives of the “captain of their salvation” (Heb. 2:10) and fighting their “adversary
the devil” (1 Pet. 5:8). The Lord’s army has “put
on the whole armour of God” (Eph. 6:11). This
army requires soldiers who will “keep rank” and
are “not of double heart.” There are rules and
regulations for these soldiers (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
Singular loyalty to Christ is a must (Mat. 6:24;
12:30), a loyalty which calls for faithfulness even
“unto death” (Rev. 2:10).
Regrettably, there are many within the ranks of
local congregations who are not willing to “keep
rank” and do have a “double heart.” These people
weaken the Lord’s army, render it inefficient, and
open it to defeat. Albert Barnes observed:
Many a church is like an army where half of
the soldiers are out of the line; where there
is entire insubordination in the ranks, and

where not half of them could be depended
on for efficient service in a campaign. Indeed, an army would accomplish little, if as
large a proportion of it were irregular, idle,
remiss, or pursuing their own aims to the

neglect of the public interest, as there are
members of the church who can never be
depended on in accomplishing the great
purpose for which it was organized (Notes
on the New Testament, I Thess.-Phile. 58).

Gospel Meeting
with

Tim Cozad
September 27 - October 2
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

“Salvation Is Conditional
Sunday Bible Class: IF
Sunday Morning Worship: Walking in the Light
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Church: Aggressive and Militant
Monday Evening: Seek Ye First
Tuesday Evening: Man’s Stubborn Will
Wednesday Evening: A Way Which Seemeth Right
Thursday Evening: Changing Views on Hell
Friday Evening: This Place Called Heaven
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M.
Visitation Groups 1 & 3will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.

Certainly, this lack of commitment and the failure
to responsibly do what God has authorized cause
great harm to the effectiveness of God’s army. God
is not pleased with this situation.
Every member of the Lord’s army must have
those characteristics which were found in David’s
army. Every member in this army is important
(Eph. 4:16). Notice how these same qualities are
taught in the New Testament as essential for each
soldier of Christ.
1. Every member has to have singular loyalty
to Christ, “not of double heart.” The soldier
of Christ has singular vision (Mat. 6:22-23) as
Paul affirmed “this one thing I do” (Phi. 2:13).
To receive “the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus” (3:14) must be the chief goal of
2009 Gospel Meeting
with
Tim Cozad
The lessons that will be presented will be
available for viewing on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php

life. The soldier must “count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus”
(3:8), forsake all he has (Luke 14:33), die to himself (Gal. 2:20), and not allow affection for others to interfere with his commitment to the Lord
(Mat. 10:37). Jesus summarized this commitment
in Matthew 6:33: “But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.”
2. Every member has to follow the rules and
regulations of the army, “keep rank.” Only by
following the same standard is it possible for the
soldiers to keep in order and act in perfect harmony and precision, to keep rank. That standard is
the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Only by following the

Bible, forsaking human opinions and traditions,
God’s people are able to “speak the same thing…
perfectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). God has
authorized certain works to be done (Eph. 2:10;
2 Tim. 3:17). Those who are not willing to do
these things, or who persist in doing that which
God has not authorized, are walking out of rank
(i.e., out of step, disorderly, unruly).
God tells us that those who are disorderly (unruly) are to be warned (2 The. 5:14). Corinth illustrates clearly the need for those who walk “out
of rank” to be warned and finally, if the sinfulness
goes unrepented of, withdrawn from. Far from
overlooking and allowing these sins to continue,
Paul warned the unruly and urged them to “not
to keep company” (1 Cor. 5:11) with those who
do not repent. Whether idle or active disobedience, these people are not to be tolerated or overlooked but warned concerning the sinfulness of
such behavior. If such behavior persists, the faithful are to withdraw from the disorderly (2 The.
3:6). There are some within every congregation
who are doing nothing for the cause of Christ.
There are some whose disorderliness is evidenced
by their complete disregard for the prohibitions
of Scripture. All of these need to be warned about
the consequence of their sins and when necessary
withdrawn from.
It is time for every Christian to wake up to
our God-given work (Rom. 13:11-12). Victory is
promised to the loyal soldier who works faithfully
until the end (2 Tim. 4:7-8). One day each person
will give an account for the deeds he has done or
failed to do (2 Cor. 5:10).
Are you keeping rank and loyal as a “good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3).
PO Box 440297; Aurora, CO 80044
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Lanette Williams
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Lucille Staples
Ella Hammac
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 9
Paul Brantley
September 16
Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember These Dates

September 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
September 14
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
September 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

Strengthening the Home
Paul Vaughn

During the last fifty years, persistent pressure
has been put on the home to conform to changes
that have been a detriment to the family. Marriage
is no longer looked upon as an opportunity for a
lifetime of happiness. The rate of divorce has accelerated to the point that half of all marriages
are laid waste by it. One-parent households are
becoming the norm. The impact of the broken
home has put untold numbers of children on a
collision course with disaster. This is evident in
the rise of crime among juveniles and the lack of
respect for authority. It is not uncommon to read
in the newspapers that a young person has taken a
gun to school to kill his teacher or classmate. Child
abuse and neglect have increased as society has
put pressure on parents to live more abundantly,
but in seeking prosperity, they are losing the values and ethical teaching that have held the home
together for decades. Yet, all is not lost. There are

a great number of homes that are overcoming the
pitfalls that have burdened most families.
What can be done to strengthen the home?
Families that are strong and successful have a standard apart from themselves to guide them through
the labyrinth of wickedness that seeks to destroy
the home. There can be no greater standard than
the Word of God to guide and strengthen the
family! The Psalmist said, “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psa.
119:105). Jesus said, “It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mat. 4:4).
The Word of God can also prepare the
husband and father to strengthen the family
and lead them to heaven. The New Testament
teaches that husbands should love and care for
their wives. “Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for

it” (Eph. 5:25). The Scriptures teach that fathers
have responsibilities to their children. “And, ye
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord” (6:4).
The Word of God can prepare the wife and
mother to strengthen the home. “Likewise, ye
wives, be in subjection to your own husbands;
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the
wives” (1 Pet. 3:1).

The Scriptures teach that children are to obey
their parents. “My son, hear the instruction of thy
father, and forsake not the law of thy mother”
(Pro. 1:8). When parents teach and instruct their
children in God’s ways, the home will be strong!
When the home looks to God’s Word to light
the way along life’s highway, it will grow strong
and be successful. The Scriptures will keep the
family on the straight course working for a common goal, heaven.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Overcoming Satan
Bruce Stulting

We must be concerned about Satan. We are
warned in 1 Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”
Satan is real and is actively seeking the destruction
of everyone; especially Christians. However, our
heavenly Father has not left us defenseless against
the wiles of the devil.
In James 4:7 we read, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.” Truly, this is one of the greatest blessings afforded to Christians. Although Satan has power
and influence and directs such toward Christians
in temptations, we are given the ability to put him
to flight. This ability to chase Satan away is based
upon one’s willingness to “submit to God.” Only
by submitting to God’s will can we cause Satan to
flee.
By submitting to God, Jesus was able to overcome Satan when He was tempted. Jesus was
tempted in the wilderness, on the pinnacle of the
temple, and on the mountaintop. Each time He
relied upon the Word of God for His defense.

Finally, Jesus simply said, “Get thee hence, Satan”
(Mat. 4:10). By submitting to God’s will and trusting in His Word, we too can overcome Satan.
However, we cannot successfully resist Satan
if we do not care about the will of God. In fact,
Jesus said in Matthew 7:21: “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.” Neither can Satan
be resisted if we are inattentive to our responsibilities in the kingdom. Satan gains a great advantage
over us if we fail to attend worship services (Heb.
10:24-25). Also, when we fail to pray and study
the Bible we become weak and easy prey for Satan. In 1 Peter 2:2, Peter exhorts, “As newborn
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby” and in 1 Thessalonians 5:17,
Paul instructs us to “Pray without ceasing.” We
must remember that it takes strength to overcome
Satan. According to Ephesians 6:10 that strength
is “in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”
981 Fish Hatchery Rd; Huntsville, TX 77320

Gospel Meeting
with

Tim Cozad
September 27 - October 2
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

“Salvation Is Conditional
Sunday Bible Class: IF
Sunday Morning Worship: Walking in the Light
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Church: Aggressive and Militant
Monday Evening: Seek Ye First
Tuesday Evening: Man’s Stubborn Will
Wednesday Evening: A Way Which Seemeth Right
Thursday Evening: Changing Views on Hell
Friday Evening: This Place Called Heaven
The lessons will be available for viewing
on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room
Visitation Groups 1 & 3will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Lucille Staples
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
George Herbert (Pam Busch’s father)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 16
Bill Busch
September 23
Bill Crowe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
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New Address

Lanette Williams’ new address is:
10085 North Loop Road, Lot 5; Pensacola, FL 32507. Please update your directory.

Remember This Date

September 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy, Ray Pierce

What Is the Mission of the Church?
Dub Mowery

Just what is its purpose for existence? The mission of the church is three-fold: (1) evangelism
(Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16); (2) edification
(Acts 14:21-23; 16:1-5); and (3) benevolence
(Jam. 1:27; Acts 6:1-7). Or, the mission of the
church might be stated as follows: the mission
of the church is the same as that of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, which is to save souls. And in
so doing, the three areas of involvement for the
church are evangelism, edification, and benevolence. In Luke 19:10, our Lord declares concerning His mission: “For the Son of man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost.”
In the work of evangelizing, the church is to
strive to reach out to everyone who has not obeyed
the Gospel with the saving message of salvation.
In Acts 5:42, the Scripture informs us that, “daily
in the temple, and in every house, they ceased
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” And after

persecution was brought upon the church at Jerusalem, “they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word” (8:4). Within the
first century a.d., the Gospel of Christ had been
preached throughout the civilization around the
Mediterranean Sea, especially the Roman Empire
(Col. 1:3, 23). Not everyone in whom we come in
contact with the Gospel will obey it; nevertheless,
we are responsible to reach out to them with the
saving message of salvation (Eze. 3:17-21).
In the area of edification, it is essential that we
keep the saved saved and to continue to strengthen and build up their faith. Notice in the Great
Commission that we must not only convert those
who have not become children of God by teaching them the Gospel of Christ and baptizing
them, but we are also to teach those precious souls
what is necessary to remain as faithful Christians
(Mat. 28:19-20).

Benevolence is an important ministry of Christians as individuals and collectively as congregations (Jam. 1:27; Gal. 6:10; Rom. 15:24-27). The
term benevolence, as used in this way, means to
show kindness and generosity in looking after the
physical needs of our fellowman. After all, we will
be judged on the Day of Judgment in this matter as to whether or not we showed compassion
in looking after the dire physical needs of others

(Mat. 25:31-46). However, there have been those
who place greater emphasis upon mankind’s
physical needs over the spiritual. They talk about
the “felt needs” of man rather than his spiritual
welfare. This is wrong! Regardless of a person’s
physical needs, his or her eternal spiritual welfare
takes priority.
160 Gage Rd; Big Sandy, TX 75755

Are You an Active Member

Are you an active member,
The kind who would be missed,
Or are you just contented
That your name is on the list?

Do you attend the meetings,
And mingle with the crowd,
Or do you stay at home
And complain both long and loud?
Do you take an active part
To help the church along,
Or are you satisfied to be
The kind that just belongs?
Do you ever go to visit
A member who is sick
Or leave the work for just a few

And talk about the “clique”?
There’s quite a program scheduled
That means success, if done
And it can be accomplished
With the help of everyone.
So attend the meetings regularly
And help with hand and heart,
Don’t be just a member,
But take an active part.
Think it over, member,
Are we right or are we wrong?
Are you an active member
Or do you just belong?
Author Unknown

Best Sermon I Ever Heard

As the mother was completing the purchase
of two new suits for sons Charles and Arthur,
Charles proudly said to his brother, “Won’t I
look nice in Bible school Sunday?” A friendly
lady standing near overheard him and asked, “Do
you go to Bible School?” And the smaller brother,
Arthur, only five, giving her a withering glance,
inquired, “Where else would I go Sunday morning?” Blushing, the lady remarked, “That’s the

best sermon I ever heard.”
The most precious gift we can give our children is not a trip to the beach, a shiny new toy, or
a new suit of clothes, but the opportunity to study
the God in whose image they are created. Plan to
be present with your children for all Bible classes;
in this you can give them a gift that will neither
grow old nor wear out.
Author Unknown

Gospel Meeting
with

Tim Cozad
September 27 - October 2
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

“Salvation Is Conditional”
Sunday Bible Class: IF
Sunday Morning Worship: Walking in the Light
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Church: Aggressive and Militant
Monday Evening: Seek Ye First
Tuesday Evening: Man’s Stubborn Will
Wednesday Evening: A Way Which Seemeth Right
Thursday Evening: Changing Views on Hell
Friday Evening: This Place Called Heaven
The lessons will be available for viewing
on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Lucille Staples
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Emma Cotten (Joyce Johnson’s daughter’s 4-year-old niece)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
George Herbert (Pam Busch’s father)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 23
Bill Crowe
September 30
Gospel Meeting with Tim Cozad

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember This Date

September 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

New Address

Ray and Dot Dodd’s new address is:
1600 Governor’s Drive, Apt. 212; Pensacola, FL 32514. The telephone remains
the same. Please update your directory.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy

Why the Church Is Dying?
Danny L. Box

As a self-supporting preacher of the Gospel, I
have worked for the past twenty-five years as a registered nurse. In the course of those years, I have
been at the bedside of untold numbers of people
as they passed from this life due to various causes.
As each one died the physical death, I felt a sense
of sadness and sorrow, but none of those deaths
bothered me as much as what I am seeing happen
in the Lord’s church. I am seeing congregations of
the Lord’s church die spiritually. The reasons for
this spiritual death are many, but we will look at
only a few.
The Lord’s church is dying because it is not
being fed. Just as we need the right kind of food
for this physical body to grow and be healthy, so
must the church have the right food. That food is
the Word of God. One of the entreaties given to
the elders in Acts 20:28 was to “feed the flock.”
What are they to feed the flock? According to

Peter, we are to be fed and desire the “sincere milk
of the word,” that we might grow in a knowledge
of the Lord (1 Pet. 2:2). Paul told the young man
Timothy to “preach the word,” and went on to tell
him to use this Word to “reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long suffering.” When the Word is being
preached from the pulpit, in our classrooms, and
from house to house, we do not have to worry
about the church dying because this spiritual food
will sustain us. Brethren, let us stop starving the
church to death and feed it!
The church is dying because it is being poisoned. We are being poisoned by men who would
pervert the Gospel. Paul warned against those who
would pervert the Gospel of Christ and told the
church at Galatia that anyone who would preach
any other Gospel would be accursed (Gal. 1:69). We have men now among us preaching their
“damnable heresies,” and many brethren are being

led away from the truth. John warned us in 2 John
9-11 not to have anything to do with these men,
because if we do, we are just as guilty of poisoning
the church as they are. Brethren, false teachers are
deadly to the church!
The church is dying because is it being neglected. The church is being neglected by elders
who are instructed to “take heed unto the flock”
(Acts 20:28). If an eldership is paying attention
as they should, then false doctrine, worldly practices, and sin that would destroy the church will
be kept out. The church is also being neglected by
many of its members. We have members who pay
no attention to Hebrews 10:25, but willfully forsake the assembly and think nothing of it. These
members put more emphasis on playing and their
own entertainment than they do worshipping
God, little realizing that their behavior is causing
the church to die.
The church is dying because its mission has
been changed. The mission of the church has

been, and will always be to teach the Gospel to the
lost (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16); to edify, or
build the brethren up spiritually (1 The. 5:11;
1 Cor. 14:26; Rom. 14:19); and benevolence,
or the helping of those in need (Gal. 6:10; Mat.
25:36-46). Today, though, the emphasis has been
placed more on entertainment and playing, and
pleasing ourselves, than on the actual work of the
church. That is why the church is dying. Brethren,
the church is dying a little more each day, congregation by congregation, individual by individual.
What can we do to turn it around: Paul told us in
1 Corinthians 15:58,
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
Brethren, the church, the body of Christ is worth
saving, so let us work to that end.
Deceased

Another root of the restoration was Bible-founded and Bible-centered preaching. The men
that set about to call man back to the Bible knew the Bible and preached the Bible. The Bible was
their textbook. This root is fast drying up. There is too much preaching today that has everything
in it but the Bible. I may not know whether a man is quoting from Norman Vincent Peale, or not,
but I know enough about the Bible to know when a man is quoting from it. It is a tragedy for a man
to get up in the pulpit with a Bible and then never use it. Some would do the church a service if they
left their Bible at home and got into the pulpit with a stack of magazines and Dale Carnegie’s books
so the man in the pew would know what was taking place. It is time we put the preacher back in the
study with his Bible and let him know we expect him to “get with it and preach it.” Some sermons I
have heard recently would not have been tolerated in the country church where I grew up. He might
have preached one, but that would have been the limit. They wanted the Bible and a man either
preached that or he did not preach.
Franklin Camp
Deceased

Gospel Meeting
with

Tim Cozad
September 27 - October 2
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Friday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

“Salvation Is Conditional”
Sunday Bible Class: IF
Sunday Morning Worship: Walking in the Light
Sunday Afternoon Worship: The Church: Aggressive and Militant
Monday Evening: Seek Ye First
Tuesday Evening: Man’s Stubborn Will
Wednesday Evening: A Way Which Seemeth Right
Thursday Evening: Changing Views on Hell
Friday Evening: This Place Called Heaven
The lessons will be available for viewing
on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 1 & 3 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 2 & 4 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
George Herbert (Pam Busch’s father)

Restored/Placed Membership

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Darelene Bradford was restored to
Christ on September 27. She has also
placed membership with the Bellview
congregation, along with her children,
Te’Era and Derek. Please keep Darlene in
your prayers. Their address is: 1235 West
Maxwell Street; Pensacola, FL 32501.
Please update your directory.

Remember These Dates

October 5
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
October 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
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Time for Courage and Vigilance
Paul Vaughn

The advancement of tyranny is sweeping
across the land of freedom. It is seeking to destroy
the liberty enjoyed by Americans. It veils itself in
religion, blurring their hatred for freedom in the
“holy war” called jihad. The events that have unfolded since 9-11 have turned many Americans
against sustaining the war against terrorism. It
is not uncommon to hear some cry out to stop
the war in Afghanistan, it is not worth fighting.
Should America surrender to terrorist? Or perhaps a better question is, do Americans have the
tenacity and strength of heart to sustain a war
against evil?
This war against terror is not the first time our
country faced Islamic tyrants. Thomas Jefferson
faced it when Muslims would seize American
ships and men on the Barbary Coast. Muslims
would take the men and sell them as slaves. John
Adams refused to go to war against them and pre-

ferred paying an extortion price instead of standing firm against evil. He said, “We ought not to
fight them at all unless we determine to fight them
forever” (Bennett 182). Jefferson had the tenacity
to stand up to tyrants and stopped the Muslims
from attacking the American ships. It took courage and the willingness to sustain the fight against
terrorism.
We should pray to have our soldiers to come
home and pray for peace! As Christians, we must
pray for our enemies. It is written, “But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you” (Mat. 5:44). But, we must be wise and realize that Islamic tyrants are not going to stop their
jihad against America, their “religious book” the
Qur’an commands them to fight and kill all unbelievers of Islam.

And fight them on Until there is no more
Tumult or oppression, And there prevails
Justice and faith in Allah Altogether and
everywhere; But if they cease, verily Allah
Doth see all that they do (Surah 8:39).
Islamic terrorists will not stop until America is a
Muslim nation or that the blood of freemen flow
and fill every valley. We must ask, are we going

to be like Adams and pay the price of tribute to
tyrants or are we going to have the tenacity of Jefferson to stand up against evil men?
Work Cited

Bennett, William J. America: The Last Best Hope:
From the Age of Discovery to a World at War. Vol. I.
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 2006.

PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Hitting the Books
Brad Green

It is that time again—time to get back to school
and back to studying those books. For many children, there is an air of excitement that comes with
the first day back to school. For others, the first
day is met with a long frown, knowing that the
summer fun is over and there are 180 homeworkfilled days of classes until next summer. No matter how it is looked upon, getting back to school
is a time of opportunity. Making new friends
and Friday night football may highlight the fun
of school, but there is also an opportunity to introduce individuals to the Truth of God’s Word.
Though, in many ways, God has been expelled
from our public school systems, being a good example or letting our lights shine will give glory to
the God of Heaven (Mat. 5:16).
Unfortunately, many children today know
very little about Jesus and His Church, and sadder still, some children probably have never even
heard about Jesus. Our young ones can be a shining beacon for Jesus as they attend school. By addressing teachers as “Ma’am,” or “Sir,” and by turning in their homework on time and as instructed,
our children are showing forth an example of
respect for authority. By obeying their parents in
the presence of friends, our children are glorifying
the God-ordained home. By saying, “No,” when

offered an invitation to a dance or an unruly party, our children demonstrate to others that there
is nothing wrong with not going along with the
crowd. Children will not just have the opportunity to teach others, they will also see and learn, on
a much smaller scale and in a controlled environment, the evils of this world. They will see children
who are disobedient to their teachers and to their
own parents. They will see parents failing to discipline their children. They may be lied to, cheated
on, picked on, cursed at, laughed at, mocked, and
on and on. No parent desires such to occur to his
child, but we all know that it is a realistic part of
life in this world. Not one adult can honestly say
that none of these things has ever happened to
him. There are bad things (and bad people) in the
world. Our children are going to see them, either
now or later. Therefore, it is imperative that they
are well-trained to deal with such things now as
they are growing up. If parents do not train their
children to deal with worldliness, someone will,
and who knows who that someone will be and
what they will say. In Jesus’ prayer, as is recorded
in John 17, Jesus did not pray that His disciples
be taken out of the world, but that through study
and understanding of God’s Word, Jesus’ disciples
could be protected from the evil of the world

(17:11-17). Ultimately, getting back to school is
further.” But every Christian should and must be
a great opportunity for our young people. The
able to answer the question: “Why are you a memeducation they receive will help them to be indusber of the Church of Christ?” For the answer to
trious and profitable citizens when they become
this question is the answer to “the hope” that readults. Plus, Winter Break will be here before they
sides in every faithful Christian. Though there are
know it.
things in the Bible that are hard to understand,
Christians should never take a break from hitGod’s plan to save man is not one of them. Because
ting the Book of all books—the Bible. The Bible
of the love of God and His Christ (John 3:16), all
is God’s only means of correspondence to man
men have the opportunity to be saved through
today. We should all read and study it as often as
faith (8:24), repentance (Acts 17:30), confession
possible. It is a marvelous Book that, though stud(Rom. 10:9-10), baptism (1 Pet. 3:21) and a life
ied all of one’s life, an individual could never attain
of faithfulness (1 John 1:7-9). God adds such
all the knowledge and wisdom contained therein.
obedient individuals to His church (Acts 2:47)
Even the apostle Peter
and it is this church
Gospel Meeting Videos on the Internet
noted that in the episthat Christ will prestles of Paul there are
ent before the throne
The Gospel meeting videos with Tim Cozad are
“some things hard to
of Heaven on the Last
available on our website at:
be understood” (2 Pet.
Great Day (Eph. 5:27).
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
3:16). Some people beEvery Christian can
lieve these things are too hard to understand and
share this reason for hope with others and lead
them towards the light of God’s Word. Let us engive up or simply believe what “the preacher” says.
courage our children as they begin a new year of
However, that same Peter also wrote, “be ready alschool and let us take this opportunity to reexamways to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekine our study habits as well.
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772
ness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). Sometimes our answer
may have to be: “I don’t know. Let me study that

The Bible

This Book: The mind of God, the state of man,
the way of salvation, the doom of sinners and—
the happiness of believers. Its binding, its histories
are true and its decisions immutable. Read it to
be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be
holy. It contains light to direct you, food to supply you, pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and
the Christian’s charter. Here Paradise is restored,
Heaven is opened, and the gate of Hell disclosed.
Christ is its grand subject, our good its design,

and the glory of God its end. It should fill the
memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read
it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of
wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure.
It is given you in life, will be open at the judgment,
and be remembered forever. It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor and
condemns all who trifle with its holy contents.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Pierce
Ray Dodd
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
George Herbert (Pam Busch’s father)

Wednesday Bible Reading

October 7
Dale Cunningham
October 14
Ray Dodd

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
October 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
October 12
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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It’s a Danger to the Souls of Men!
Bill Jackson

To speak, or not to speak? That is the choice
placed before every Gospel preacher, every bulletin editor, every Christian journal editor. The
choice is placed before us because of issues; and
issues are here, and will always be here, because
of sin’s entry into the world (Gen. 3). There is no
such thing as an “issueless Christianity” in a world
where sin and Satan do their work.
We keep hearing from those who admit that
the issues are present, but their recommendation
is that nothing be said about it. The preacher, or
the editor, is censured for speaking and writing
on it, as if the noble thing to do when an issue
rears its head is to ignore it; we wonder if some
feel that by ignoring it, it will go away? The basis
behind the urging of silence is that men are involved, and thus, these men have their friends, associates, and supporters, and they do not want to
see their friends spotlighted at all. Let a problem

as Crossroadism appear, and let men thus begin
to promote it; then, those who try to counter it
face the friends and supporters. Let someone get
off on the doctrine of marriage, divorce, and remarriage, and spread the doctrine abroad; again,
those countering the false positions must face the
friends and supporters. Let a college or a paper
take a turn away from the truth; then, faithful
men rise up to press the point of truth, and they
must face the friends and supporters of those colleges and papers. And the beat goes on… “Ignore
the issue, for I want no criticism of my friends and
co-workers.”
Then, what does the faithful writer, editor do?
Is he to elevate men above God? Is he to value
physical association above truth? Is the protection of some man, or school, or paper to take
precedent before proclamation of truth? Is he to
decide that Paul really did not know what he was

talking about in picturing the warfare upon us in
2 Corinthians 10:3-5? Is he to be a man-pleaser,
when such is never commended, but rather always condemned in the work? Is every issue Satan
places before the kingdom to be weighed with:
“Where do my friends stand? Maybe I should just
be silent?”
Brethren, there is just one consideration, and it
is paramount: On any issue, the question is: “Is this
a danger to the souls of men?” If it is something in
the realm of human judgment and expediency,
then there should be no pressing. But if it has to

do with the doctrine of God, and thus truth is involved and the souls of men are involved, speak
we must! What man is involved, what group may
be involved, what congregation, what college,
what paper—the kingdom and God’s Word are
vastly more important than any man or group of
men, involved in whatever endeavor. Every faithful man must view every issue, and then in weighing whether he is to speak or not, we insist that it
is still the vital question: “Is it a danger to the souls
of men?” If it is, truth and souls demand speaking!
Deceased

What Are We Trying to Win?
Lee Moses

This writer once had a conversation with a
preacher who was intent on obscuring to nonChristians the fact that the church is to preach
the Gospel. He believed that since people were
more interested in self-help books and seminars,
this is basically what the church should offer in
its “preaching.” He proceeded to warn me, “If
that man who has no interest in God stays home
instead of attending the church with which you
meet, you lose.” It was clear to me at that point
that we were striving to win two entirely different
prizes.
Certainly all Christians desire to see numerical growth in the Lord’s body. And all Christians
desire to see the Gospel appeal to those outside of
Christ. Oftentimes, great multitudes would follow Jesus to see His miracles and hear Him preach.
But this never in itself constituted “victory.”
Consider what happened when Jesus fed five
thousand men, not counting women and children, with five loaves of bread and two small fish.
After Jesus had performed this marvelous miracle,
great multitudes followed Jesus across the Sea of

Galilee, seeking Him. But when they found Him,
Jesus rebuked them for their motive: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw
the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves,
and were filled” (John 6:26). Jesus then preached
the truth to them, to which many of His disciples responded, “This is an hard saying; who can
hear it?” (6:60). Jesus continued to preach the
hard truth, and “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him”
(6:66).
For many churches, “to win” is to avoid the
above scenario. When a large multitude comes
to any type of event the church might hold it is
considered a great victory regardless of the motivation that brought them to the event. Indeed,
the church sought to appeal to their baser desires
in bringing them to their building. And once the
multitudes are there, the church will avoid preaching any truth that might offend anyone (contrast
with Acts 20:26-27). Inescapably, churches that
initially obscure their purpose of preaching the
Gospel continue to obscure the Gospel itself to

those who continue to attend there. And if any
of them purpose to “go back, and walk no more
with them”? If what we are trying to win is merely
more seats in the pew, further compromise is inevitable.
However, when the large number of disciples
turned away from Jesus, our Lord said to the
twelve apostles, “Will ye also go away?” (John
6:67). Compromise was not a consideration
with those who had departed or with those who
remained. All were free to leave if the way of the
Lord was not to their liking. Did our Lord lose?
Did those who remained with Him lose because
their numbers were instantaneously decimated?
The apostle Peter answered the Lord’s query,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words
of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that
thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God”
(6:68-69). No, they had not lost—they had won!
What are we trying to win? The Lord’s church
certainly shares the Lord’s goal of “seeking and
saving the lost” (Luke 19:10). When a lost soul

turns to the Lord, “there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God” (15:10). But this does not
authorize “seeking and seducing, then saving the
lost.” The apostle Paul was able to say:
we were bold in our God to speak unto you
the gospel of God with much contention.
For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor
of uncleanness, nor in guile: But as we were
allowed of God to be put in trust with the
gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing
men, but God, which trieth our hearts
(1 The. 2:2-4).
To the preacher who told this writer that we
lose if the man who has no interest in God stays
home, the response was given: “If we do what the
Lord commands us, we win.” Indeed, “Know ye
not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.…
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but
we an incorruptible” (1 Cor. 9:24-25). So what
are you trying to win?
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

The Handwriting on the Wall
Danny Douglas

God miraculously sent the fingers of a man’s
hand to write on the wall of the Babylonian
king’s palace. God’s message to him was
this: “MENE; God hath numbered thy
kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou
art weighed in the balances, and art found
wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided,
and given to the Medes and Persians” (Dan.
5:26b-28).
Indeed, God had weighed Belshazzar in His
balances, according to the Divine standard, and
had found him deficient. We can examine our-

selves today on God’s balances, by looking into
His Word, to see if we are what He desires for
us to be. God has made His Word as plain as the
“handwriting on the wall” to find out where we
stand with Him. Let us not be found wanting but
pleasing to Him. Let us not be weighed down
with worldly concerns. Let us not be found deficient in the knowledge of God and the love of
Christ! May we all follow God’s standard in Worship, daily life, attitude, and actions, for God will
weigh every person, as He did Belshazzar.
704 Azalea Dr; Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Pierce
Ray Dodd
Alice Williams (Consulate Health Care)
Dot Lambert (Baptist Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
George Herbert (Pam Busch’s father)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
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October 14
Ray Dodd
October 21
Ray Foshee

Remember These Dates

October 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
October 19
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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A Call to Repentance
Lester Kamp

In Jeremiah 3 God, through the prophet,
pleads with Judah to repent. About ninety years
earlier Israel, because of their persistent sinfulness, had been defeated and brought into captivity by the Assyrians. Now God’s attention was
directed toward Judah. Surely Judah would learn
from what had happened to Israel! The Biblical
examples of the results of disobedience should
encourage others to obey God and repent of sin.
“Now these things happened unto them by way
of example; and they were written for our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11—ASV). But God’s people,
even today, have difficulty in accepting such lessons.
In this case, Judah would not heed the warning: “Repent or be destroyed like Israel before.”
God’s spokesman was rejected, abused, and persecuted because he preached the truth. Those

who preach the truth need to be willing to endure
such treatment (2 Tim. 2:3, 9-10) for there will
be those who “will not endure sound doctrine”
(4:3). Jeremiah was given a message from God
that needed to be heard and, therefore, had to be
preached. He was genuinely concerned for the
people and for the truth. Jeremiah described the
message as “fire shut up in my bones” (Jer. 20:9)
and that message was “from above” (Lam. 1:13).
Such a message must be preached.
Sin was the problem in Judah—not military
weakness or political alliances. A covenant existed between the descendants of Israel and God.
God said, “I am married unto you” (Jer. 3:14).
This was a sacred, permanent covenant. In the
New Testament this husband-wife relationship
exists between Christ and the church. Paul wrote
about this relationship and the faithfulness it re-
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quires in 2 Corinthians 11:2:
For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband,
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.
Because of this marriage, unfaithfulness is
considered spiritual adultery. To some this concept may be harsh and severe, but sin is not to be
treated lightly. One sin separates the sinner from
God and leads to other sins. In this third chapter
of Jeremiah notice God’s repeated reference to Judah’s sinfulness.
thou hast played the harlot with many lovers…thou hast polluted the land with thy
whoredoms and with thy wickedness…yet
her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but
went and played the harlot also.… Surely
as a wife treacherously departeth from her
husband, so have ye dealt treacherously
with me, O house of Israel, saith the Lord
(11:1-2, 8, 20).
Departure usually begins with idolatry. Idolatry
is not restricted to statues and images (Col. 3:5).
In fact, anything that becomes more important
than God becomes an idol. When this priority
is changed, any act, however wrong, can be justified. Sin, unrepented of, brings destruction (Rom.
6:23).
It is often as difficult to get a sinner to repent

as it is to force a goat’s nose to the ground. Why?
Because they are stiff-necked, stubborn, and determined to resist. Stephen described those who
were about to kill him because of his preaching,
“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your
fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 7:51).
In order for sin to be forgiven it must initially
be acknowledged. When Nathan told David that
he was a sinner, David reacted by penitently acknowledging his sin. He wrote:
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy
sight (Psa. 51:3-4).
Jeremiah implored Judah, “Only acknowledge
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against
the Lord thy God” (Jer. 3:13). Sinners must be
made to realize their guilt because of sin before
repentance and forgiveness are possible. As on
Pentecost, sinners must always first be “pricked in
their heart” (Acts 2:37), convicted of their sinfulness, before they will be willing to follow God’s
prescription for forgiveness.
Be assured that God desires to forgive the sinner and, therefore, calls them to repentance. Now
this call to repentance comes through the preaching of the Gospel (2 The. 2:14). In Jeremiah 3,
God, through the prophet, repeatedly calls and
declares:
Turn thou unto me…Judah hath not
turned unto me with her whole heart, but
feignedly…Return, thou backsliding Israel…Return, ye backsliding children, and
I will heal your backslidings” (2:7, 10, 12,
22).
It is still true today. God does not want any to be
lost but desires to forgive (2 Pet. 3:9). The choice
is clear: “Repent or be destroyed.” Sin separates

man from God (Isa. 59:1-2), but God is willing
and able to save.
Today sin is still described as spiritual adultery.
James wrote:
Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity
with God? whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God”
(Jam. 4:4).

We cannot flirt with and love the world without
suffering the consequences (2 The. 1:7-9). Worldliness, being like the world, will destroy the children of God. We dare not follow “a multitude to
do evil” (Exo. 23:2). We cannot afford to ignore
the warning. God calls upon us, His children,
“Repent…and pray God” (Acts 8:22) or be destroyed. Will we listen?
PO Box 440297; Aurora, CO 80044

“Your Problem Is That You Are Just Unloving…”
Tim Smith

Has anyone ever told you that? I have heard
that a few times through the years, and things
similar to it: “You are too negative,” “You need
to be more concerned with the spirit of the law
and less concerned with the letter of the law,” and
more. Prior to finishing any article (this one included) I ask myself several questions about what
I have written—Is it correct? Is it needed? Is it balanced? Are there two or more ways of seeing the
issue considered? Have I proven my point clearly?
Am I speaking the truth in love?
I love the Lord—first and foremost. I love my
brothers and sisters in Christ. I love the lost—alien
sinners and erring brethren. I love the liberals—
they are lost, mistaken, misguided (sometimes),
ignorant (sometimes), and even hypocritical, but
I love them anyway. I hope to call to their attention the error of their way that they might repent
before Jesus comes or they die; for, lacking such
repentance, He will spew them out of His Mouth.
Every line of this article, like them all, is written
with love.
Is it unloving to point out the error of one’s
way to him? Jesus did it. Paul did it. Peter did it.
In fact, if you took out every book of the Bible

that says something to us about the importance
of living right and not living wrong, what would
you have left? Not much. While it might be unpleasant to read of your sin, please stop accusing
me (and others) of being unloving because we earnestly contend for the faith. If we did not love, we
would not try to correct.
If what you read on these pages is wrong, prove
it, and let me know; I do not wish to go to hell for
teaching false doctrine. If what you read on these
pages is right and proves that you are doing something that is wrong, repent—for judgment surely
comes. If you are proven wrong and you still refuse
to repent then you are the unloving one for Jesus
said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
I remember an old saying about throwing a
rock into a pack of dogs—which one barks first?
Make sure that what you are doing is proper—it
would be a shame to come so close to the truth
only to miss heaven because of liberalism in whatever form. I do love Jesus. I do love you and long
for your salvation. That is why I try to reach you
with the truth.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301
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Remember in your prayers:
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Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Pierce
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall (Specialty Care Unit)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
George Herbert (Pam Busch’s father)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Alice Williams, who passed
away on October 15, 2009, after a long
illness. Please keep Charles and his family in your prayers and offer any assistance
that you can.

Wednesday Bible Reading

October 21
Ray Foshee

Remember This Date

October 26
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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A Rendezvous with Death
Guy N. Woods

Pilate’s contemptuous question, “Shall I crucify your king?” aroused the senseless fury of the
raging mob which sought the Saviour’s death to
its highest pitch and in a mighty chorus of hate
sealed its doom by affirming its loyalty to Caesar
and its rejection of Jesus and thus appointed for
themselves a rendezvous with death nationally,
spiritually and eventually, physically!
Here again, as is so often seen in the affairs of
men, is a striking example of people being led,
through their own folly, into the repudiation of
that which they formerly held most dear. Their
most cherished dream and that in which they
gloried most had been the messianic expectation
which involved the coming of a Deliverer out of
Jacob who would liberate them from the yoke of
Roman bondage and restore to them their freedom and sovereignty among the nations, and

now publicly to proclaim their allegiance to the
Roman emperor Caesar and their denial of the
messianic hope—both of which allegations were
sheer hypocrisy—evidence how far these desperate people went in their effort to destroy Jesus—
the real Messiah.
There was far more truth in their wild and
reckless affirmations than they intended; they did
indeed by this denial of Jesus shut themselves off
from His kingdom; by asserting loyalty to Caesar
and by renouncing its rightful King the Jewish system committed suicide on that fateful morning
in Jerusalem. The Lord earlier warned the Jews of
their eventual destruction by Caesar (Luke 19:4144; 23:27-31), the fulfillment of which, minutely
detailed by Jesus, reached its climax in the terrible
siege and eventual fall of Jerusalem and the consequent end of the Jewish civil and religious state.
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The malignancy and spiteful hate in their deliberate and calculated efforts to destroy the Saviour are without parallel in human history, and
the retribution they suffered in consequence has
seldom been equaled. All who had a hand in that
historic miscarriage of justice have suffered the
retribution usually reserved for the most wicked
of earth. The infamous Judas died in shame, a suicide. Pilate, whose political fortunes he valued far
more than simple justice stood helplessly by and
watched his prestige fail, ultimately dying in ban-

ishment and in disgrace. Caiaphas was expelled
from the high priesthood, Herod perished in
shame and in exile, the house of Annas suffered
destruction at the hands of a mob, and his son
was dragged through the streets of the city. The
siege of Jerusalem, with its unspeakable horrors,
became the tragic lot of the race as tens of thousands of her people suffered and died, the direct
descendents of those who had derisively shouted,
“Let his blood be upon us and our children.” If
ever a rebellious people deserved its fate, they
did; and yet, the blood they shed, in the limitless
and unfathomable depths of God’s great love and
wonderful mercy, was poured out even for them
and among the last words their innocent victim
uttered was a plea for mercy in their behalf. Love
at last had conquered and the Lord had achieved
His purpose in coming into the world.
Deceased

Unnecessary Baggage
Roelf Ruffner

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue
in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How
shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” (Rom. 6:1-2).
Christians often carry around with them unnecessary intellectual, emotional, and even religious baggage. We should not be shocked by this
because we live in a messed up, sinful world. False
doctrines, denominational dogma, and prejudices can rub off on us. The Christian should seek to
rid himself of all this baggage and return to the
Bible.
One common refrain you hear from religious
people in this world is: “Well, you know that we
are all just sinners.” But are we?

Sin in the New Testament literally means “to
miss the mark” (Vines) of God’s law (cf. 1 John
3:4), like an arrow missing its target. Sinner does
refer to the one who has sinned, but often the later
is used to describe a habit or life of sinning. They
continue to miss the mark over and over again.
Consider the following passages:
But God commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us (Rom. 5:8).
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from
sin, ye became the servants of righteous-



ness (6:17-18).
Notice the phrases that are in boldface in the
preceding passages. All denote that sinning is
not the current condition of the Christian. They
“were servants of sin” but now, after obeying the
Gospel of Christ, they have been “made free from
sin”; no longer habitual practioners of sin, but
they “became servants of righteousness.”
Does this mean that a Christian is incapable
of sinning or being a sinner? No! Christians can
find themselves “sinners” in the sense of falling
into the old rut of sinning. James wrote these
words to Christians: “Brethren, if any of you do
err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him
know, that he which converteth the sinner from
the error of his way shall save a soul from death,
and shall hide a multitude of sins” (Jam. 5:19-20).
Thankfully, the Christian can repent, pray to the
Father through the Son (our “advocate”—1 John
2:1) and ask forgiveness of their sins. What a
great blessing!
Where did this unscriptural view of sin and
sinning come from? It originated with the pagan
Greek philosophy of Gnosticism. The Gnostics
believed that material things, like the human
body, were inherently evil. The theologian Augustine used this idea to come up with his doctrine of Original Sin. He said that all people are
sinners because of Adam’s sin, which we inherited
along with the sins of our ancestors. The reformer
John Calvin used this false concept to come up
with his doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity.
He taught that we are all born depraved and so
sinners. This means that that precious newborn
baby is a sinner! Can you imagine a more pernicious false doctrine? Yet, multiplied millions of
people accept this as a fact. So was born the idea
that “we are all just sinners,” which has become

embedded in popular religious discourse.
The Bible teaches no such doctrine. Neither
you nor I was born a sinner (Eze. 18:20). We are
free moral agents and must choose to sin or not to
sin. “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (Jam.
1:14-15). Obedience to the Gospel of God’s grace
frees us from the bondage of sin so we might become free in Christ to do God’s will.
But some object and say: “Didn’t Paul describe
himself as chief of sinners?” (cf. 1 Tim. 1:15). Yes
he did. But Paul was describing his former life as
a persecutor of the church of Christ, in rebellion
against God’s will, not his current spiritual state
as a servant of Christ. He was no longer a sinner
in the sense of one who was in a life of sin. He
had been forgiven of all that. He was now a “new
man” in Christ (Col. 3:10) cleansed by the blood
of Christ of his past habit of sin.
Dear reader, are you a sinner? If you have not
obeyed the Gospel you are one, however good or
spiritual you think you are (cf. Mat. 7:21). If you
are a Christian and have gotten out of fellowship
with Jesus and His brethren, back into the rut of
sin, you are a sinner. You need to repent and ask
God and your brethren’s forgiveness. But if you
are a faithful Christian, still striving to “walk in
the light” (1 John 1:7), the Bible says that you are
not a sinner.
My friends, let us give up any misconceptions,
false doctrines, and misunderstandings we have
and replace them with the pure, unadulterated
Truth from the Bible “which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them
which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).
5211 Timberline Rd; Cheyenne, WY 82009
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brother)
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Daniel Hatcher

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember This Date

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
November 2
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
November 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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Backsliding
Bruce Stulting

As surprising as it may seem, many do not think
that backsliding is a biblical term. In Old Testament times, backsliding was a continual problem
of God’s people as shown in Jeremiah 8:5, which
states, “Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold
fast deceit, they refuse to return.” To backslide is
to turn away from God’s truth and return to one’s
former wicked life.
There are many warnings in the Bible concerning the danger of backsliding. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:12: “Wherefore let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” Even Paul himself was not immune to the danger of backsliding.
In 1 Corinthians 9:27, Paul wrote, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway.”

In guarding against backsliding it is necessary to determine its cause. A little boy trying to
explain why he fell out of bed said, “I just went
to sleep too close to where I got in.” This simple
illustration helps explain why some fall away from
Christ after becoming a Christian. Upon entering
the kingdom, it is necessary that one grow spiritually. It is sad that many refuse to grow, but remain
close to where they entered the kingdom. We are
exhorted in Hebrews 6:1 to “go on unto perfection.” Likewise, we are admonished in 2 Peter
1:5-7 to add to our faith: virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness,
and love. By growing in these qualities, we will
guarantee that we will not “go to sleep too close to
where we got in.” In fact, 2 Peter 1:10 states, “if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall.”
Many refuse to grow because they remain

closely tied to things in the world. In the parable
of the sower, Jesus spoke of some who allow the
“care[s] of this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, [to] choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful” (Mat. 13:22). To avoid this, we must sev-

er our ties to the world and turn our full attention
to spiritual growth. By pressing on to perfection,
we will not “slide back” into the ways of the world
which we left when we became Christians.
981 Fish Hatchery Rd; Huntsville, TX 77320

Marriage, Divorce, Adultery, and No Repentance
Edd Gaines

For a long time now I have been concerned
with what I perceive to be a huge problem in the
church regarding marriage and divorce. We are
baptizing too many people who are in unscriptural marriages and it seems to me that we are not
teaching them that they must come out of such
marriages in order for them to walk in fellowship
with the Lord.
And this is the message which we have
heard from him and announce unto you,
that God is light, and in him is no darkness
at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth: but if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 1:57—ASV).
Let us go back and review our plan for evangelism:
We get a prospect, then set up a Bible class
with them. The class normally lasts from five to
six weeks. The lessons cover the first principles of
the Gospel of Christ. We try and put in as much
Bible teaching as the prospect can handle without getting discouraged. Upon completion, or
sometime near the end, we ask the student if they
would like to be baptized for the remission of his
or her sins, and to become a member of the Lord’s

church. At what point should we ask about their
marital status? Some preachers perform weddings
for people who are going into just this kind of relationship. (This preacher has been guilty in the
past, but never again.) Think about this situation,
a preacher performs a marriage ceremony for a
couple who have no right in God’s eyes to be married. He then starts a Bible class with them. When
he gets to the part about repentance what must
he teach them that they must do to be forgiven
of their past sins? Brethren, could we be guilty of
trying to get our prospects into the baptistry too
quickly?
The apostle Paul taught in 1 Corinthians that
the church should discipline members who are
living with someone else’s mate. Now the point
I am making is, if the New Testament teaches
that it is sinful to live with someone else’s mate,
would it not be wrong for us to baptize them, and
give them the impression that all is well in God’s
sight?
What has been God’s intention for marriage
since creation, and still today? One Man for One
Woman for life” (Gen. 2:23-24; Rom. 7).
And the man said, This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his

wife: and they shall be one flesh. And they
were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed (Gen. 2:23-25).
Or are ye ignorant, brethren (for I speak
to men who know the law), that the law
hath dominion over a man for so long time
as he liveth? For the woman that hath a
husband is bound by law to the husband
while he liveth; but if the husband die, she
is discharged from the law of the husband.
So then if, while the husband liveth, she be
joined to another man, she shall be called
an adulteress: but if the husband die, she is
free from the law, so that she is no adulteress, though she be joined to another man
(Rom. 7:1-3).
Jesus refers to the purpose the Father had in
mind for marriage in Matthew 19:3-12:
So that they are no more two, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder.… And I say unto
you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away committeth
adultery (19:6, 9).
Jesus gives the only exception for a person putting
away their mate. The only exception is fornication (illicit sexual intercourse).
In Matthew 5:32:
but I say unto you, that every one that
putteth away his wife, saving for the cause
of fornication, maketh her an adulteress:
and whosoever shall marry her when she is
put away committeth adultery.
Jesus said, if a person puts away (divorces) their
mate for any reason other than fornication causes
that mate to commit adultery, and anyone mar-

Paid In Full

The story is told about a physician vacationing in the Cumberland Mountains.
He stopped at a cabin for a drink of water.
A little girl gave him a glass of water and
then said to the doctor, “Wouldn’t you like
to have a glass of cold milk?” The physician
drank it, and offered to pay for it. The girl
said, “No, we like to share.”
Two years later the little girl was taken
dangerously ill and had to go to the hospital
for a difficult operation. The parents were
very poor and worried over the prospective
bill. Finally the day came for the little girl to
leave the hospital. The girl was handed a bill
for $459.00 and it was marked, “PAID IN
FULL, by a glass of cold milk”
“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou
shalt find it after many days” (Ecc. 11:1).
Author Unknown
rying that mate commits adultery. God’s marriage
law is, and has always been strict. Have we allowed
the world (Hollywood) to interpret the Bible for
us? Should we not be teaching our young people
not to marry, not even go on a date with, someone
who has been married before—unless that person
is a Christian, and it can be proven beyond any
doubt that they had scriptural grounds to divorce
their first mate?
What is wrong with us brethren, have we sold
out? Are we still the church that speaks where the
Bible speaks, and are silent where the Bible is silent?
Let’s go back to the Bible!
5826 W McKinley Ave; Fresno, CA 93611
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Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall (Specialty Care Unit)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)

Sympathy
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Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Pam Busch in the death of her father,
George Herbert, who passed away on
October 29. Please keep Pam and her
family in your prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Kay Hollowell, who passed
away November 2. Please keep the Hollowell family in your prayers

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
November 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
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Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:
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Why Is It?

Alton W. Fonville

Why is it that some of the most religious people in the world are the last ones to see the truth
of God’s Word regarding what the prophets told
was sure to come? Jehovah sent His prophets to
tell them of things to come and to warn them of
certain destruction if they continued in their rebellious and sinful ways of life. After that, He sent
His only begotten Son into the world to be their
Savior and High Priest under a new priesthood
to provide blessings which they had not known
before under the old covenant. It has not changed
since the days of old. The “chief priests” in the
Levitical priesthood should have known better,
but they were the very ones responsible for the
crucifixion of our Lord Jesus. Their scribes and
the Pharisees were the ones calling out: “Crucify
him, crucify him” (Luke 22:21). He was their Savior, but they did not recognize Him. He did not
come “as they wanted and had expected.”

Many times while Jesus was here trying to
teach people, He would ask them: “Have ye not
read this scripture?” (Mat. 12:10). It was in them,
to which they claimed so much allegiance, that
He pointed out very bluntly on one occasion, “Ye
do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power
of God” (22:29). At another time, He again put
them in their place by telling them a true story regarding Himself: “And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner” (Mark 12:10). The
Jews were told, as they were trying to trap and kill
him: “And ye have not his word abiding in you:
for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. Search
the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me. And
ye will not come to me, that ye might have life”
(John 5:38-40). He first offered His own people,
the Jews, a chance to receive their Messiah and the

blessings which He provided, but they rejected
His many offers and the Gentile world reaped the
benefits under the Priesthood which God set up.
Shortly before His ascension back into heaven,
He told His own disciples: “These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and
in the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24:44). So
why is it that people can hear the words of God
and at the same time not accept them?
Could it be from a lack of serious study? Or,
could it be from the putting of human wisdom
up in competition to that of Almighty God’s infinite wisdom? Maybe it could be from one never
“setting his heart” to believe what God has told
us. They still have some reservations about the absolute truth and its authority in what He left as a
guide for us in that one and only way to the Father. Remember, Jesus did say: “I am the way, the
truth, and the life” (John 14:6). He did not say: “I
am a way among many different ways.” That is the

false teaching which you can hear from so many
different denominational speakers, and it is also
permeating the body of Christ, the church which
Jesus established as recorded in the book of Acts.
It is sad to note that some of our Gospel preachers are actually heard to say things like: “I choose
not to believe certain things because I want to
believe it another way less offensive.” In spite of
what the text clearly reveals, they have a version
of the event which they choose to believe. Is this
not putting our wisdom against God’s? Was our
heavenly Father not capable of providing accurate
information for our journey to heaven? Did He
not preserve His Holy Word for us through His
Divine Will? Brethren, when those teachers give
us different meanings from what God plainly said,
they need to be “marked and avoided” and they
are not worthy of support from faithful brethren.
We need to be put to shame for our lack of study
and the faith which it would insure.
337 Madison 4605; St. Paul, AR 72760
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“Playing for Keeps”
Dub Mowery

In the thirties and forties playing with marbles
was quite prevalent among young boys of the preschool through grade school ages. Two kinds of
marbles were used. These were the shooter or taws
and the play marbles, also called mibs or kimmies.
Ordinarily a shooter was no larger than ¾ inch in
diameter. These were made of glass, baked clay,

steel, onyx, and agate. Some were later made out
of plastic. Larger marbles known as taws and steel
ball bearings were sometimes used as shooters. But
the steel balls were often outlawed by the players.
This was because they often broke glass marbles.
The proper way to shoot the taws is to hold the
shooting hand firmly on the ground. The marble

is held between the first joint of the thumb and
near the tip of the forefinger. Taking aim at a play
marble, the thumb propels the shooter forward.
Play marbles were often named as they appeared,
such as ringers, cloudies, and flints.
In playing with marbles you either played
“for fun” or “for keeps.” Usually the older boys
would win all the marbles of those younger than
them. Many would consider children “playing for
keeps” with marbles as a harmless activity. But,
in reality, it is a form of gambling as is flipping
coins to see who will pay for the soda pops. When
young people grow up participating in such forms
of gambling they usually have no scruples against
participating in other forms of gambling. It is not
the amount involved but rather the principle.
Gambling is playing at any game of chance for
stakes. The stake wagered in a game may be either
money or anything of acceptable value by those
participating. Each person involved puts up a wa-

ger in which he or she might lose. Gambling is taking unnecessary chances or risks. However, not all
chances are gambling. For example, the growing
of vegetables and fruits is essential to the survival
of the human race. Therefore, those attempting to
grow such crops take certain necessary calculated
risks.
There are many reasons why gambling is sinful. We will sum up with two. First, it violates
what is known as the Golden Rule in which we
paraphrase: “Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you” (Mat. 7:12; Luke 6:31). Second, it is a form of covetousness. The apostle Paul
declared: “I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold,
or apparel” (Acts 20:33). Also, “For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows”
(1 Tim. 6:10).
160 Gage Rd; Big Sandy, TX 75755

You Can Still Find the Church of the Bible
G. K. Wallace

In 1942 when I was in Kansas City, someone
stole my car. I had a new 1942 model NASH automobile. My car was gone! I did not know which
way to turn. So I called the police. When they
came, they began to ask questions. They asked,
“What kind of car is it? What is the name of the
car?” Suppose I said, “It doesn’t make any difference about a name. Just go find me a car.” They
asked, “What model is it? When was it made?”
Suppose I said, “It doesn’t make any difference
when it was made. Just get me a car. The model
is immaterial.” Suppose that they had come back
with an old 1914 model. I would have decided
it did make a difference, would I not? I suspect

that if I had talked to those policemen like that,
they would have said, “He is drunk; we had better
lock him up.” Yet I can talk to the world about the
church and say, “It does not make any difference
about the name, makes no difference when it was
started, no difference what it does,” and the world
says I am a scholar. If I had talked that way to the
police, they would have said I was a drunk!
Yes, they have destroyed every identification
mark of the church. But let me tell you, you can
find the church that Jesus built, if you will get out
and look for it in as sensible a manner as those police looked for my car.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall (Specialty Care Unit)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

November 11
Jim Loy
November 18
Horace Myrick
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
November 15
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 16
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Hell Is a Reality!
Dub McClish

Years ago a major radio station in Dallas sent a
reporter into the streets with the question: “Who’s
going to hell?” Ninety-eight percent of the five
hundred people surveyed could not think of anyone they knew who might be bound for the lake
of fire. This should not come as a surprise when
we think of the philosophical climate that generally prevails. Those who once believed in the Bible
as the Word of God have had that faith destroyed
in the past three decades by the combined forces
of infidel theologians and atheistic scientists and
professors. Atheism (both actual and practical)
has logically followed infidelity toward the Bible.
The result was predictable. Sensual, secular
men now dominate our society. They have found
the rationalization they desired to live like brute
beasts. If the Bible is not the Word of God, men
are without restraint of principle or threat of punishment. It is no wonder that so many men deny

the reality of hell, either openly or tacitly. Besides
these hell-deniers, there are those religionists (e.g.,
“Jehovah’s Witnesses”) whose doctrinal scheme
includes a denial of eternal punishment. At least
one of our brethren has adopted this view and has
written a large book to propagate it (The Fire That
Consumes, Edward Fudge). Surely, these few observations indicate the dire need for emphasis on
the Bible doctrine of hell.
Heaven Is a Reality
The Bible teaches the reality of an eternal
dwelling place for the souls of redeemed men in
the presence of God. At his ascension the Lord
went to prepare this place for His servants and
promised to return to take them there (John
14:1-3). Paul called the reward of his righteous
labors “the crown of righteousness” (2 Tim. 4:8).
Peter described heaven as an incorruptible, undefiled, unfading inheritance (1 Pet. 1:4). The book

of Revelation contains several descriptions of
heaven. The Bible closes with a picture of heaven
(Rev. 22:1-5).
Hell Is a Reality
The Bible just as surely teaches the reality of
hell as it does that of heaven. Jesus said considerably more about eternal punishment, damnation,
and the judgment that will usher the ungodly
into hell than He did about heaven. Every time
He commanded men to repent (Mat. 4:17; Luke
13:3; etc.), He was warning them to avoid hell. He
denounced entire cities as hell-bound (10:10-16).
He warned the apostles to fear God who had the
power to cast them into hell (Mat. 10:28). At the
judgment the wicked shall be cast into the furnace
of fire where there is wailing and gnashing of teeth
(13:49-50). His great commission warned unbelievers of their damnation (Mark 16:16).
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Paul taught that those who know not God
and have obeyed not the Gospel will, at the coming of the Lord, “suffer punishment, even eternal
destruction from the face of the Lord and from
the glory of his might” (2 The. 1:9). “Swift destruction” will be brought upon false teachers, according to Peter (2 Pet. 2:1). Jude taught that “the
blackness of darkness hath been reserved forever”
for evil men and angels (Jude 13). A major theme
of the book of Revelation is the final overthrow of

Satan and all of his servants, who will be cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone where they will be
tormented forever and ever (Rev. 20:10).
It is important to note that Bible doctrine on
both heaven and hell is rooted in the perfect justice and mercy of God (Rom. 11:22). Just as surely
as God is merciful, so surely does heaven exist. Just
as surely as God is just, so surely is hell a reality!
Strangely, many want to hold on to the reality of heaven, while denying hell. However, this
denies logic and consistency as well as Scripture.
The same teachers, including the Lord, spoke
with great certainty about both hell and heaven,
often in the same contexts (e.g., Mat. 8:11-12;
18:8; 25:46; 2 The. 1:7-9). Were they inspired and
truthful only when speaking about heaven (how
convenient!)? The doctrine of hell is the necessary
counterpart and corollary of the doctrine of heaven. Denial of the reality of hell is tantamount to
denying the inspiration of the men who taught its
reality, including Christ. He cannot be the Savior
of men or the son of God if His teaching is faulty
on this or any subject.
The Population of Hell
Hell is so much depicted as a reality in the Bible that its populace is described in considerable
detail. Such terms as “unrighteous,” “unbelievers,”
“wicked,” “disobedient” are used, but more specifically:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God
(1 Cor. 6:9-10).
There is a similar list (only longer) in Galatians
5:19-21 of those who will be in hell. Those who
will be cast into hell include “the fearful, and unbe-

lieving, and abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars”
(Rev. 21:8; cf. 22:15). John summarized the entire
populace of that dreadful eternal realm by saying
that all whose names were not found written in
the book of life will be cast therein (20:15).
Imagine every evil, wicked, cruel, selfish, base,
reprobate, false teacher and tyrant who ever lived,
plus all of those who have themselves been misled
into sin and error and there you have the populace of hell! Now try to imagine being confined
with the likes of such monsters of evil as Moham-

med, Stalin (and all of the Communist rulers),
Hitler, Khomeni and Khadafy with no escape for
all eternity. Even if there were no torment of fire,
the torment of association would be unbearable.
Conclusion
Our nation and world were much healthier
morally and spiritually when there was a widespread belief in the reality of hell. May God’s
people with greater zeal help men recapture this
conviction. Further, may we help more and more
to believe and obey the Gospel so as to avoid hell.
312 Pearl St; Denton, TX 76201

Sipping Saints!
Jess Whitlock

A couple of years ago I was visiting a Wednesday Bible class in an area congregation. The study
was in John 2:1-11, where Christ changed approximately 120 gallons of water into wine. It was
a discussion-type class. One member made the observation that we must be careful not to leave the
impression that all imbibing of liquor “is wrong
because we have friends and neighbors who do
drink on occasion.” As a visitor I thought I should
wait for someone from the local congregation to
correct the obvious error. However, none were
forthcoming. I held up my hand and observed
that Jesus Christ, “was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). All those
present knew that Christ was the perfect sin offering for the sins of the whole world. I then noted
that Christ lived and died under the Old Testament economy. I requested that all turn with me
to Habakkuk 2:15 and read:
Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and
makest him drunken also, that thou mayest

look on their nakedness! (cf. Hos. 7:5).
I said that if Christ created in a miraculous manner one drop of intoxicating beverage and such
was served to the wedding guests that day, then
He sinned! If such be not the case, which I vehemently deny, then the Lord cannot be our Savior!
The requirement for Him to die in our stead was
that He must be a sinless sacrifice (Heb. 9:12-15;
10:7-17; Rom. 3:25; John 3:16; etc.). I wonder if
the “sipping saints” crowd has thought about their
new doctrine? If they are right then they stand
without a Savior!
If their conviction is true then they stand without hope of salvation! Therefore, they had better
hope that they are wrong! Of course, the Word
of God will help them to see that they are dead
wrong as we read in Proverbs 20:1: “Wine is a
mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever
is deceived thereby is not wise.” If he is not wise,
then he must be otherwise!
310 West Brooks Dr; Evant, TX 76525
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall (Specialty Care Unit)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

November 18
Horace Myrick
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
November 23
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Congratulations

Our congratulations is extended to
Glen Brower and Ashley Randolph who
were married on November 9. Please
keep Glen and Ashley in your prayers.
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“As Long As They’re Happy,
That’s What’s Important”
Lee Moses

While awaiting a connecting flight at Dallas
Love Field, this writer observed a number of small
children traveling with their mother. They were a
fine looking bunch, and all seemed cheerful. A
male flight attendant then commented to their
mother, “As long as they’re happy, that’s what’s important.” However, while the sight of happy children is wonderful indeed, their happiness is not
the measuring stick of successful child rearing.
Having a child’s happiness as a parent’s primary goal is not conducive to successful child
rearing. Clearly, children are not happy when being disciplined; so a parent seeking his children’s
happiness at all costs and all times would not
discipline his children. Yet, proper discipline is
crucial to a child’s upbringing: “Thou shalt beat
him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from

hell” (Pro. 23:14). Parents are warned: “Chasten
thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul
spare for his crying” (19:18). But refusing to discipline children and giving them everything they
want spoils them and leaves them never satisfied.
Parents who do everything in their power to
maintain their children’s happiness usually have
miserable children.
A major problem with using happiness as the
measuring stick of successful child rearing is that
“happiness” can be very ambiguous. The Oxford
American College Dictionary defines happy as “feeling or showing pleasure or contentment.” While
it is certainly true that “he that is of a merry heart
hath a continual feast” (Pro. 15:15) and that “A
merry heart doeth good like a medicine” (17:22),
making happiness the ultimate end has justified

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

Our web site has recently undergone a design
change. The site offers a vast amount of resources for your personal edification. Past issues of Defender and Beacon are available, written sermons presented by Michael Hatcher, as
well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course. Videos
of lectureships and sermons can be viewed.
Why not check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com
many unjustifiable means. Some are able to find
pleasure in immorality, such as recreational drug
and alcohol use or extramarital sex. However,
those who continue therein “shall not inherit the
kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10) and thus “shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 8:12).
Some take their pleasure at the expense of others;
yet such shall eventually receive miseries (Jam.
5:1-5). And many of these find themselves very
content in their unjustifiable means of seeking
happiness. Others may indeed “show pleasure or

contentment,” but they are truly neither pleased
nor content. After many a teenage suicide, the dead
child’s parents have lamented: “But he seemed so
happy!” As Solomon found long ago, true happiness will never be found unless one determines to
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God and keep His commandments, For this
is man’s all” (Ecc. 12:13—NKJV).
The flight attendant who made the statement
“As long as they’re happy, that’s what’s important”
likely was not attempting to provide sound advice
for child rearing. He probably was expressing his
appreciation for the sight of happy children, a sentiment shared by this writer. However, there are
far too many parents who do make their children’s
“happiness” their nebulous goal. Let each parent
instead heed the inspired instruction: “And, ye
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). No, children’s apparent
happiness is not what is important—what is important is that they are taught to become faithful
Christians for the remainder of their lives.
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

Against All Odds
Ken Chumbley

Many younger readers may never have heard of
Sir Douglas Bader. He was a flying ace during the
Battle of Britain in 1940 who was credited with
shooting down some thirty enemy aircraft. Even
if you have heard of him you might not know that
he did this without legs!
Douglas Bader was born in 1910. In 1930 he
graduated from the Royal Air Force College at
Cranwell and he became an officer in the RAF.
On December 14, 1931, after over 500 hours

of solo flying his British Bulldog fighter crashed
when flying low and a wing hit the ground. He
survived the crash and was taken to Roehampton Hospital, even then famous for its work with
amputees. That night his right leg was amputated
above the knee and his left leg amputated a few
days later. Bader’s sheer guts and determination
enabled him to learn to walk again. Effectively,
that was the end of his career in the RAF and he
was invalided out of the RAF. He became a clerk

with the Asiatic Petroleum Company.
However, when war was declared with Germany in 1939, through his persistence and “friends
in high places” he was able to rejoin the RAF as a
pilot. The shortage of experienced pilots and his
own determination overcame resistance within
the RAF hierarchy. Eventually he was given medical approval to resume flying and was assigned to a
Squadron. He took part in the operation to evacuate British forces from Dunkirk, during which
he made his first kill—a Messerschmitt 109. This
was followed by his great work in protecting the
skies over England during the Battle of Britain.
In 1941 while flying missions over France,
Bader’s plane was hit and he was forced to bail
out. However, one of his artificial legs got caught
in the cockpit. This probably saved his life as he
was able to release the leg and open his parachute.
Can you imagine what the French, who saw him
land, thought when he came down with one leg
and then to find out that the leg he had was artificial! Soon after he was taken captive by the
Germans and placed in a prisoner of war camp.

His exploits while flying were well known to the
German Luftwaffe. One of the generals was able
to get a message through to the British asking that
they drop replacement legs for him. Winston
Churchill agreed and on one bombing mission
the legs were dropped before the bomber reached
its target for dropping its load of bombs.
From the point of view of the Germans, getting Bader new legs was the worst thing that they
could have done! With his new legs, Bader was
able to escape four times from POW camps. Eventually, the Germans transferred him to the notorious Colditz Camp and confiscated his legs!
Isn’t it amazing what people will do when they
have the grit and determination, in spite of all the
odds being stacked against them! David against
Goliath is a wonderful example as is Gideon with
his army of 300 against all the host of the enemy.
“For with God nothing shall be impossible”
(Luke 1:37).
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

What If…?
Al Brown

What if you were standing before the Lord at
the Judgment Day, and He were to ask if you had
been a diligent student of His Word. What would
you say? You surely realize that you will have to
give an account of what you have done in this life,
and part of that accounting will involve whether
you have obeyed the commands of God. One of
those commands is to study His Word (2 Tim.
2:15; 1 Pet. 3:15; 2 Pet. 3:18).
Certainly, we are all busy with many things.
Many people and organizations make many demands on our time and resources that we often

feel we cannot refuse to heed. Yet, when all is
said and done and all the activities of this life has
ceased for you, which will have been the most
important? Especially, which will have eternal significance? Aren’t these the most important since
all material and this-worldly things and needs will
have passed away (1 John 2:15-17).
Common sense should tell us, then, that we
should say “No!” to these worldly concerns and
pressures in order that we may hear our Savior welcome us into the Paradise of God on that day!
Deceased

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall (Specialty Care Unit)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

November 25
Cary Parks
December 2
Ray Pierce
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
December 7
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Beacon Printed Early

This week’s Beacon was printed early
due to the secretary being on vacation.

BEACON

Vol. XXXVIII / No. 48
November 30, 2009
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy

Is Zeal Alone Enough?
Daniel Denham

Many people measure religion solely on the
basis of the zeal exhibited by its adherents. Even
some of the Lord’s people (who ought to know
better) are wont to justify the actions or teachings
of men by the virtue of the zeal manifested in their
doings. Especially this has been true of the Crossroads/Boston Church fiasco. How often have we
heard someone defend the practices and dogmas
of the brethren advancing this movement by saying, “They can’t be all bad, because their zeal for
the Lord is just so great.” But is zeal alone enough
to move the God of heaven to take delight in the
actions of those who bear such zeal? Is zeal to be
our standard in discerning right and wrong? Is
human feeling to become our guide in living?
First, if zeal alone were sufficient to commend
to us the actions of the zealous, then radical Marxism would be acceptable as a world-view. History
is replete with examples of very zealous Marxists

who even laid down their lives to further their philosophy. Yet, Communism denies the existence of
God, and denounces religion en toto as “the opiate
of the people.” It is atheistic in foundation. Furthermore, Adolph Hitler and the Nazis would
stand equally justified in their fanatical and zealous extermination of over six million Jews. In fact,
there would exist no crime so heinous as to escape
possible justification on the basis of the zeal used
in carrying it out. There would be no doctrine so
absurd as to not warrant Divine sanction on the
premise of the zeal of its advocates.
Second, if zeal alone were all-sufficient, then
there would never have existed the need for supernatural revelation from God in the form of the
Holy Scriptures. The zeal which one held for his
views would be enough to justify them and their
believer without any support from the Bible. The
more zealous the individual might be, then the

more right his doctrine and behavior would be!
If not, why not? However, truth is objective, and
not subject to my feelings or state of mind as to
its rightness. The Scriptures affirm their own allsufficiency (2 Tim. 3:16-17), and without them
one cannot go to heaven (Mat. 7:21; Rev. 22:14).
Third, the great apostle Paul prior to his conversion was a zealous persecutor of the church.
The havoc which he wrought was done in all good
conscience. He felt that he was carrying out the
will of God, but he says later that he was “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious” (1 Tim.
1:13). Why wasn’t his persecution of the early disciples justified by reason of his zeal? Why were his
feelings in the matter unacceptable? Why then do
some brethren seek to grant to the Crossroaders
and Boston Church brethren that which was denied someone of the stature of Saul of Tarsus? Are
they seeking to be more “loving” than the Lord?
Does their mercy supersede his?
Fourth, the zeal-only philosophy promotes
circular reasoning. If truth be based on zeal (and

zeal alone), then how could one ever be certain—
ever know—whether or not a thing were true or
not—true? Someone might say, “By the zeal one
manifests toward it.” But how does one know that
zeal is indeed all-sufficient to establish the truth of
a thing? The only conclusion would be that zeal
bears its own justification. This would mean that
zeal only is sufficient to establish truth simply because it is! This is the equivalent to saying that the
conclusion is true because the antecedent is true,
and the antecedent is true because of the truth of
the conclusion!
Gentle reader, let us return to a “Thus saith the
Lord,” and realize that we must have zeal, honesty,
and sincerity in the performance of our religious
and moral duties, but a zeal that is “not according to knowledge” is vain (Rom. 10:2). Solomon
warned: “There is a way which seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death”
(Pro. 14:12).
607 72nd St; Newport News, VA 23605

An Abomination to the Lord
Danny Douglas

“He that justifieth the wicked, and he that
condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord” (Pro. 17:15). A great example of this abomination was when the Jews
desired the release of a murderer and cried for the
blood of Christ (cf. Mat. 27:20-25; Acts 2:2224, 36; 3:14-15). Another example is when King
Ahab accused Elijah of being “he that troubleth
Israel” (1 Kin. 18:17). To this the prophet replied:
“I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed
Baalim” (18:18).

Likewise, faithful brethren are often persecuted
for standing against error and for the truth! Some
are so foolish as to turn against faithful brethren,
and to defend those in error. When brethren give
ear to the dishonest and self-seeking, this can easily happen. Indeed, this abomination is committed by many today!
Some brethren will “hunt with anybody’s
dogs,” and join up with reprobates. They will stoop
to anything to get their way, like Jezebel who stole
Naboth’s vineyard by concocting a scheme involving false witnesses and lies against Naboth, resulting in his stoning (cf. 18:1-16). However, God

saw it all and He determined that: “The dogs shall
eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel” (21:23). Indeed,

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

Our web site has recently undergone a design
change. The site offers a vast amount of resources for your personal edification. Past issues of Defender and Beacon are available, written sermons presented by Michael Hatcher, as
well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course. Videos
of lectureships and sermons can be viewed.
Why not check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

later the dogs did eat Jezebel and left no more than
her skull, her feet, and the palms of her hands, by
the wall of the city where her wicked schemes had
been executed (cf. 2 Kin. 9:30-37).
In like manner, all who condemn the righteous, and who uphold the wicked, will have a
heavy price to pay. Surely, we shall reap as we have
sown:
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall
of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting (Gal. 6:7-8).
704 Azalea Dr; Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

The Main Attraction
Lynn Parker

I recall an advertisement not long ago in which
a talented group of acrobats was billed as the “main
attraction” to an amusement park. No doubt, the
drawing power of this team was being used to the
best advantage by the promoter.
Looking into the Bible, I see the “main attraction” quite clearly; Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself ”
(John 12:32). Preaching “Jesus Christ, and him
crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2) is to be the focal point
of our message. Some promote gimmicks, games,
giveaways, and gymnasiums, instead of dedicating
themselves to a plain, bold, and forthright proclamation of the Gospel which alone saves souls!
Millions of dollars of the Lord’s money are spent
emphasizing entertainment and social functions,
making the Lord’s precious church into hardly
more than a soup line for the distribution of loaves
and fishes when we should be pointing people to
eternal water and eternal food (John 4:10-14;

John 6:26-27)!
Some will continue to draw attention to programs, speakers, edifices, and novelties. Some pul
pits will persist in feeding spiritually starved people with a “social gospel” that talks of psychology,
weight loss, and “feeling good about yourself.”
However, faithful followers of the Master know
that His way and message is best. So, by the help
of God, we will continue to point men and women to the Lord through direct, timely, and much
needed Bible preaching!
Jesus and His Word is what the world, and the
church desperately needs! Let us put our emphasis back on spiritual matters rather than material.
Let us, through our teaching and preaching, feed
people with God’s Word which is able to build
them up and give them an inheritance among all
them that are sanctified (Acts 20:32).
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)

Restored

Pam Busch was restored to Christ on
November 29. Please keep Pam in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.

Wednesday Bible Reading
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December 2
Ray Pierce
December 9
Fred Stancliff

Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
December 7
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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The Birth of Jesus
Bobby Duncan



The birth of Jesus furnishes an example of how
prophecy and providence worked together. When
the wise men came to Jerusalem inquiring where
the King of the Jews should be born, the chief
priests and scribes could confidently answer:
In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written through the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, art in no wise least
among the princes of Judah: for out of thee
shall come forth a governor, who shall be
shepherd of my people Israel (Mat. 2:5-6).
The prophecy of Micah 5:2 was plain, so they had
no difficulty in understanding.
Though they lived in Nazareth of Galilee, Joseph and Mary had journeyed to Bethlehem, and
were there where the prophet had specified the
Christ would be born. They were there because of
a certain enrollment which was forced upon them
and all others by a decree which had been given

by Caesar Augustus. The prophet miraculously
named the place, and then God providentially arranged for Joseph and Mary to be in that place.
Look at the birth of Jesus and the events surrounding it in contrast with the ideas of Premillennialists. His birth and the circumstances surrounding it simply do not coincide with the kind
of king the Premillennialist demands. The Premillennialist never would have selected a little town
like Bethlehem. He never would have let Him be
born in a stable, or be laid in a manger. All of this
was totally contrary to the kind of King the Premillennialist is looking for.
But was not this one of the problems of the
Jews in Jesus’ day? Were they looking for this kind
of king? The spiritual nature of the Lord’s kingdom was a stumblingblock to the Jews of Jesus’
day and to the Premillennialists of our day. Both
the Jews of Jesus’ day and the Premillennialists of

our day insist that the kingdom be an earthly kingadvance. Joseph and Mary had made no advance
dom and that its king be an earthly king. The anreservations. Those who have a place for Christ
nouncement to Joseph (Mat. 1:21) that “he that
in their lives today must make reservations in adshall save his people from their sins,” should let
vance. Do not fill your life with all the things that
all know that the rule and reign of Christ would
fill so many lives, and plan then to crowd Christ
not be political in nature, but spiritual. And our
in. It won’t work that way. “But seek ye first the
Lord’s own statement in John 18:36 to the effect
kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Mat.
that His kingdom is “not of this world,” should let
6:33). We must arrange our priorities correctly if
all know that He never intended to be an earthly
we expect to have room for the Lord.
king.
What if the innkeeper in Bethlehem had
In explaining why the birth of Jesus occurred
known the importance of the event that was about
in a stable, and not in some more comfortable
to take place? Don’t you know he would have
place, the inspired writer said that “there was no
made room for Joseph and Mary, even if he had
room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). The reato give them his own room, or put someone else
son there was no room for
in the stable? A failure to
them in the inn was not
recognize the importance
Bellview Church of Christ
that the innkeeper was
of serving the Lord causes
Web Site
mean or cruel. It was simChrist to be crowded out
Our web site has recently undergone a deply a matter of others havof the lives of many. If one
sign change. The site offers a vast amount
ing arrived first, and the
could only realize how
of resources for your personal edification.
inn was full of guests. This
much faithful obedience
Past issues of Defender and Beacon, written
reminds us of the fact that
to the Christ could mean
sermons presented by Michael Hatcher, as
Jesus has no place in the
to him, he would never
well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course are
lives of the great majority
remain in disobedience.
available. Videos of lectureships and serof the people in the world,
If one could only fathom
mons can be viewed. A new addition is an
and in many cases it is not
the sorrow which will
alphabetical list of articles/authors from
because of some hatred
certainly come to the disthe Defender and Beacon. Why not check
they have for Jesus. It is
obedient, he would never
it out at:
not because of ill will tosecure his own heart’s perhttp://www.bellviewcoc.com
ward Him or His church.
mission to remain in disIn fact, they may have a
obedience.
tender feeling in their hearts for His cause, but
When the angel announced to the shepherds
they still give Him no place in their lives. Why?
the birth of Jesus, the Bible tells us the shepherds
For the simple reason that they have allowed their
“came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph,
lives to become so filled with other matters that
and the babe lying in a manger” (Luke 2:16).
they have no room left for Him.
They “came with haste.” They did not say, “Well,
In modern times, if we are going to need a
we know we really should go into Bethlehem and
motel or hotel room, we make reservations in
find the baby, but we are not ready yet. We will

one of these days.” Yet, there is nothing to indicate
that their eternal salvation depended upon their
going to Bethlehem and finding the baby. How is
it that those who know their eternal salvation depends upon their obedience to the Gospel can be
so apathetic toward that obedience? What kind
of reasoning is it that causes one to say, “Well, I
know I really should obey the Gospel…and one
of these days I plan to do so”? It seems that reason
would demand that those who know they are lost
in sin, and who know they must obey Christ to
be saved, would come “with haste” in obedience
to His will.
Luke 2:17 says: “And when they had seen it,

they made known abroad the saying which was
told them concerning this child.” If these shepherds were given a command to do as they did, the
Bible does not record it. Yet, they were anxious to
tell others about the Saviour which had been born
in Bethlehem that night. We have been commanded to tell all the people in the world about
that same Saviour (Mark 16:15; Mat. 28:19). But
we are doing a pretty good job of keeping the matter secret. Let us resolve within our hearts that our
lives will be given in service to Him who was born
in Bethlehem.
Deceased

Unpardonable Sin
G. K. Wallace

Jesus said about a certain sin, “it shall be forgiven him” (Mat. 12:32). John said, “there is a sin
unto death: not concerning this do I say that he
should make request…and there is a sin not unto
death” (1 John 5:16). Paul said, regarding some
who fall away, “it is impossible to renew them
again unto repentance” (Heb. 6:6). What is the
unpardonable sin? It is not a single act or transgression. A single act may be a culmination of a
long journey to that condition of heart where one
is beyond redemption. It is not a sin over which
you are troubled. The very fact that you are troubled shows that you have not gone beyond redemption. If you are troubled you have not sinned
away your day of grace. It is not the sin of impulse
or passion. David made a great mistake for which
he was forgiven. The unpardonable sin is a condition of the heart and not a single act. When one’s
heart becomes so corrupt and hardened that he
cannot be moved to repentance, he has passed

the point of redemption. If someone asked you
to pray for him it is evident that he or she is not
past the point of redemption. Jesus said, “out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”
(Mat. 12:34). Those who “blasphemed the Holy
Spirit” were corrupt at heart. Their hearts were so
hardened that they could not be moved. Such a
condition makes it impossible to be saved because
they cannot be prompted to repent. It is impossible to “renew some again to repentance.” If they
could be made to repent they could be saved. The
hearts of those to whom Jesus speaks in Matthew
12 were past being moved to repentance. They
were malignant souls who were chronic, confirmed, and habitual opposers of truth. Only such
characters could do as they did. And since they
could not be moved to repentance they could not
be saved. The way they spoke against the Holy
Spirit showed the condition of their hearts.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)
Emily Ayers (Rubye Bailey’s great
granddaughter)

Wedding Shower
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4850 Saufley Field Road
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A wedding shower will be held for
Ashley Brower on Saturday, December
12, at 1:00 pm, in the zone room. See
Phyllis Brantley, Karen Ayliffe, or Ethel
Pierce for details.

Remember These Dates

December 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
December 14
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Is the Bible Enough?
John West



Is the Bible sufficient for our salvation? Do
we need anything else to aid us in salvation? The
denominational world teaches us that we do. The
Mormons believe the Book of Mormon is needed
in addition to the Bible. The Methodist relies on
the Methodist Discipline for their answer. Other
denominations use their creed books to decide
the rule of faith. Do we need these creed books
written by man to find the answers for salvation?
Absolutely not! The Bible gives us the answer for
everything spiritually. Notice these observations
about the Bible.
The Bible Is Inspired of God
No other book in the world can claim inspiration. Joseph Smith said that the Book of Mormon
is inspired, but it has been found full of errors
and contradictions. The Bible, however, has been
proven to be genuine. Paul states in 2 Timothy
3:16-17:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.
Since the Word of God completely furnishes
man, he does not need anything in addition to the
Bible.
The Bible Supplies Our Needs
Peter writes: “According as his divine power
hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3).
God’s “divine power” is His Word (Rom. 1:16)
and it gives us all things for life and godliness.
This covers the entire scope of our lives. Do we
need something in addition to the Word of God?
Absolutely not! Creed books cannot supply these
needs, only God’s Word can.

The Bible Is Pure
Psalm 119:140 records, “Thy word is very
pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.” Pure means,
“free from defilement, uncontaminated.” In Proverbs 30:5-6, Solomon writes:
Every word of God is pure: he is a shield
unto them that put their trust in him. Add
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove
thee, and thou be found a liar.
Those that add unto the pure Word of God will
be reproved (Rev. 22:18-19). Creed books are
not pure because they contain many things contrary to the Word of God and they also contradict
themselves.
The Bible Is Right
The Psalmist affirmed this in Psalm 33:4 when
he wrote: “For the word of the Lord is right; and
all his works are done in truth.” Since the Word
of the Lord is right, there is no reason to follow a
“creed” of man.
The Bible Is Able to Save
In 1 Peter 1:22-23, Peter wrote:
Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love
one another with a pure heart fervently:

Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.
A person is saved by obeying the truth by being
born again through faith in the Word of God
(Rom. 10:17), repenting of his sins (Luke 13:3),
confessing his faith (Rom. 10:10), and being baptized into Christ for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38, 47; 1 Pet. 3:21). No creed book can substantiate such a claim. The Baptist manual contradicts
itself by saying the salvation is “wholly of grace”
(Hiscox 61) and “solely through faith” (Hiscox
62). Is it “grace only” or “faith only”? Neither! A
person is saved by grace through the act of faith in
obedience to God’s Word (Eph. 2:8). Other creed
books have similar errors concerning salvation.
The Bible is sufficient for all our needs. We do
not need a manual, discipline, catechism, or any
other creed for salvation. The Bible completely
satisfies God’s requirements for salvation.
Work Cited

Hiscox, Edward T. The Standard Manual for Baptist
Churches. Philadelphia, PA: American Baptist
Publication Society, 1890.

22823 Red Lion Ln; Spring, TX 77389

Birth But Not Death
Alton Fonville

The world is very much involved with the birth
of our Lord Jesus Christ at the time of year which
is called Christmas. People everywhere have the
birth of Christ on their minds and freely participate in the advancing of the memory of that great
event. Business people learned long ago that it was
very profitable for them to capitalize on the birth
of Christ and prolong that season as long as pos-

sible. And it is a sad state to admit that not all the
world acknowledges the birth of Christ, as the Son
of God. And we would not want to minimize His
birth in the least knowing that, had He not been
born, He would not be our Saviour and Redeemer.
We hasten to say though, that we do not know the
day of His birth and the Bible does not give us that
information. Had God intended for us to know

that day, He certainly would have given it to us.
But, nowhere in His Word is there any command
or example for our giving special meaning to that
day.
On the contrary, we are commanded to give special attention to the death of Christ, remembering
it every first day of the week by way of partaking of
the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2). Also,
we are to partake in His death by the act of “water
baptism.” The Scripture is plain, showing that we
are “buried with him in baptism” (Col. 2:12), and
that it is through baptism that we get “into Christ”
and become “children of God” (Gal. 3:26-27).
Such a beautiful picture is presented in Romans
6, showing that in water baptism, we are baptized
into His death and raised up a “new creature,” free
from sin at that point. And the statement, “for if
we have been planted together in the likeness of his
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection,” becomes very significant. It implies that if
we are not planted together, we will not have part
in His resurrection. How could Scripture be any
plainer, showing the absolute necessity of water
baptism in order to be saved? Water baptism is a
command—Holy Spirit baptism was a promise
to a select few in apostolic times. And much of
denominationalism freely affirms that “baptism is

He does not lead me year by year,
Nor even day by day,
But step by step my path unfolds;
My Lord directs my way.
Tomorrow’s plans I do not know,
I only know this minute;
But He will say, “This is the way;
By faith now walk ye in it.”
And I am glad that it is so;

not essential for our salvation.” Sadly also, many in
the Lord’s church have followed that popular idea
and have joined hands with the denominations in
their false teachings. This has caused an untold
amount of division in the precious body of Christ,
His church.
Why is it that we, who have God’s Word and
claim to be intelligent beings, continue to spend
millions of dollars and much time in promoting
the birth of Christ on a day which we only guess to
be His birthday, and then turn around and refuse
to partake in that symbolic act of water baptism
which is commanded and is said to save us (1 Pet.
3:21)? If we do not refuse to, we at least say, “it is
not really necessary to be saved.” How careless we
handle the very Word of God who created us and
will judge us one day by that Word (John 12:48)!
It is no wonder that Jesus said,
This people draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoureth me with their
lips; but their heart is far from me. But in
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men (Mat.
15:8-9).
We remember the birth, but not the death—how
sad!
337 Madison 4605; St. Paul, AR 72760

Trust

Today’s enough to bear;
And when tomorrow comes, His grace
Shall far exceed its care.
What need to worry then, or fret?
The God who gave his Son
Holds all my moments in his hand,
And gives them, one by one.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s
brother)
Emily Ayers (Rubye Bailey’s great
granddaughter)

Wednesday Bible Reading

December 16
Carl Ayliffe
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Remember These Dates

December 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
December 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
December 21
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Mistakes Made about the Messiah’s Birth
Jess Whitlock

Christmas cannot be found one time in God’s
Word. That means it is impossible to put “Christ
back into Christmas,” since He was never there!
Christ was born prior to 4 b.c., since Herod died
in 4 b.c. But, Herod was alive at the birth of Jesus
Christ (Mat. 2:1).
Contrary to what you have heard, Jesus Christ
is not “the reason for the season.” Catholicism,
Visa, Master Card, and Macy’s are the “reason
for the season.” The corrupted church introduced
the “mass of Christ” which was then shorted to
“Christ’s Mass”, and now we have Christmas!
We can read prophecies and fulfillment of
prophecy in regard to the Savior’s birth (Isa. 7:14;
9:6; Mic. 5:2; Hos. 11:1; Mat. 1-2; Luke 2). Many
religious groups will have large crowds at this time
of the year, made up of many folks who will not
darken the doors of the church building until
“Easter” Sunday. Some of my brethren now host

“Christmas” parties to compete with their “Easter” celebrations and “dedication” of babies and
elder reaffirmations!
MISTAKES
December 25th is The Exact
Date of Christ’s Birth!
This date was arbitrarily set by the corrupted
church in the 5th century. Dates for His birth have
been set in almost every month of the year. It is not
at all likely that His birth was in the winter time.
Jesus prophesied the coming destruction of Jerusalem in Matthew 24:19-20: “But woe to those who
are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies
in those days! And pray that your flight may not
be in winter.” Travel in the cold rainy season would
be more difficult for a mother. Joseph and Mary
made a 65-mile journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem to be enrolled (Luke 2:1-5). This was by decree of Caesar, and was to insure all paid their tax.

The powers that be, like today, would want all to
be counted. They would pick a time when travel
would be easy, not difficult.
The Bible Commands Us to
Commemorate His Birth!
Nowhere does the Bible authorize Christians
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We are commanded to commemorate His death. This we do each
Lord’s Day (Acts 20:7; Mat. 26:26-29; 1 Cor.
11:20-ff; 15:14). We celebrate the birth of Christ
from the tomb, through His glorious resurrection! The “trees” in our homes, decorated with
baubles of various shapes and colors are borrowed
from the fatherland: Germany! Our “feasts” with
loved ones come from pagan feasts to the god of
harvest (Saturn); and the god of light (Mithras).
Let us keep our traditions separate from paganism
and enjoy time with friends and family.
The Bible Says There Were Three
Wise Men Who Came!
Where does the Bible tell me so? Matthew 2:13 begins: “Wise-men from the east.” There were at
least two magi who desired to give three types of
gifts to the Messiah. There could have been 2 or
20; or 4 or 40. The Bible does not say. Have you
never ever wondered why three strangers inquiring about a baby caused such a stir? “When Herod
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (2:3). When you look on a nativity
scene, a Christmas pageant, or one of your cards,
take a moment and count ’em! There are always
three (3) wise men!
The Wise Men (3 Or 30) Visited
the Baby in the Stable!
Again, look on church lawns with the manger scene, and there you will see the three wise
men. The Bible does not say they came to the
stable where Jesus was born! Let your fingers do

the walkin’ and let the Bible do the talking’: “And
when they [the magi] had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother,
and [the magi] fell down and worshiped” (2:11).
The shepherds were at the manger. Tradition dictates the animals; not the Bible. The wise-men
came into a “house” to see the “Child,” not a babe.
Their arrival was at least 40 days after His birth,
and could have been much more! Herod’s decree
was to kill all male children up to two years of age
(2:16). First Thessalonians 5:21 still reads, “Prove
all things.”
Mary Rode a Donkey and the Three
Wise-Men Rode Camels!
Let me challenge you to find book, chapter,
and verse authority for either of those traditions!
The Bible nowhere teaches any such thing. Christmas cards influence more people than the Word
of God. The weather conditions for the night of
the Savior’s birth are likewise unknown to man today. Let us be careful to separate fact from fiction,
whether it is in regards to the birth of Jesus Christ,
or any other subject of God’s Word!!
We rejoice that Christ Jesus was born. Without His coming, we would be without a perfect
sacrifice, without the conquering of death, without hope of resurrection; hence, no salvation attainable or possible. We do celebrate the coming
of the Messiah, and His coming again! Let us not
celebrate in a religious way, those things that God
has not commanded nor authorized! “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him” (Col. 3:17).
270 West Brooks St; Evant, TX 76525
Visit our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

The Havoc He Caused
Winfred Clark

When we speak of havoc, we speak of the destruction, the ruin, the damage, the injury that was
done. There is absolutely no question that such occurred. Luke said: “As for Saul, he made havock of
the church” (Acts 8:3). He not only tells us that
Paul was in the business of hurting people, he will
also tell us to what extent. He will say, “entering
into every house, and haling [dragging] men and
women committed them to prison.”
We have a record of the damage done to a man
by the name of Stephen (7:58-60). We see him
stoned to death, and Paul was party to it. In fact,
you will find him later saying: “And when the
blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was
standing by, and consenting unto his death, and
kept the raiment of them that slew him” (22:20).
One can read the record of this fact from the hand
of Paul. He will tell you: “For ye have heard of my
conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion,
how that beyond measure I persecuted the church
of God, and wasted it” (Gal. 1:13). Here Paul describes what he has done.
There are times when Paul would tell why
he made havoc of the church. Listen to what he
had to say to Timothy: “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief ” (1 Tim. 1:13). Paul tells us exactly why he
was doing what he was doing. He is saying he did
not have the facts and thus did not believe. He had
other facts but not the right ones. But there is also
another reason here. That lesson is this: what one
does not know can hurt him. It will not only hurt
him, but it can cause great harm to others. Think
for a moment what could have happened if Paul

had never learned the truth about Christ. Suppose
he had married and to that marriage children had
been born. Then Paul would have been a husband
and a father, but neither he nor his children would
have known Christ. If his children grew to act the
way he did, just imagine the terrible havoc they
would bring to the church. You can have an adverse effect on the lives of your wife and children.
His lack of knowledge certainly would surely hurt
them, and spiritual damage done unnecessarily.
Here is a good place to see misguided zeal. One
does not doubt the zeal of Paul. In fact, he spoke of
“being more exceedingly zealous” (Gal. 1:14). He
was zealous for “the traditions of the fathers.” He
means the Jewish fathers, particularly the Pharisees. Yes, his zealousness is to be admired, but that
zeal was misguided and based on a lack of knowledge. Paul was able to see later the wrong kind of
zeal among his Jewish brethren: “They have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge” (Rom.
10:2). Paul could identify with these Jews. He saw
exactly what they were doing and how enthusiastically they went about doing it. He knew these
Jewish types and went first to persuade them as he
had been. He wanted them all saved in Christ. He
knew their entire endeavor was in vain.
That same thing can be said of the zeal of so
many in religions in our day. They may be zealous
in door-to-door campaigns. Some give years of
their lives as missionaries in other countries also,
but all to no avail for their zeal is misguided like
Paul’s had been. Look at your own zeal or lack of it
and meditate on why you are doing or not doing
the right thing. And look at your knowledge, too.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

December 23
Henry Born
December 30
Elward Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
December 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
December 28
Visitation Group 4 will not meet this
month.
December 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
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Those Troublesome Objective Facts
Terry M. Hightower

One day an actress tried to take her tiny white
poodle through customs. She knew it was against
the law, but because poor little dogs suffer away
from their masters, she tried to smuggle him
through, covering him up under her coat. Smiling
her prettiest, the actress sailed up to the customs
barrier. Everything went splendidly—until her coat
barked! We laugh at people trying to fool fallible
humans, but some try to fool the infallible God:
Then came the word of Jehovah unto Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that I have set up
Saul to be king; for he is turned back from
following me, and hath not performed my
commandments.… And Samuel came to
Saul; and Saul said unto him, Blessed be
thou of Jehovah: I have performed the commandment of Jehovah. And Samuel said,
What meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the

oxen which I hear? (1 Sam. 15:10-14).
God told Saul to smite the Amalekites, utterly
destroying everything, both “man and woman,
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass”
(15:3), but he thought that his way concerning
religious instruction was better than (or at least
as good as) the Almighty’s way. Amazingly, Saul
twice claims that he had obeyed the voice of God
and had gone the way that the Lord had sent him
(15:13, 20). But (instead of a dog) sheep bleated
and oxen lowed to call him a liar! Objective facts
are hard for even a king to get around. No one ever
gets so big or powerful that he or she can ignore
“obeying the voice of Jehovah” (15:22). When we
reject God’s objective Word, He will in turn reject
us (15:23).
Like the movie plots involving the so-called
“perfect crime” where the perpetrator thinks he
has planned every move and every “cover-up” so

perfectly, we actually believe we can avoid a day of
reckoning. On a vacation trip to the mountains a
man and wife from Vermont met a quiet, pleasant couple from New York. All four of them had
a great time together. Later, the gentleman from
Vermont made up an album of snapshots he had
taken of the other couple and mailed it to them in
New York. The gift was never acknowledged, until
one day a big-city lawyer appeared and asked the
man if he had prepared the album. “Sure,” was his
reply, “Did they get it?” “It was received all right,”
said the lawyer, “And I’m representing the man’s
wife in the divorce suit. You see, she wasn’t the
woman in the album!”
Are you trying to fool the infinite God? Do
you really think that you can hide personal sin
from the One who formed you in your mother’s
womb (Psa. 139:13) or from the One of whom it
is said that “there is no creature that is not manifest

in his sight: but all things are naked and laid open
before the eyes of him with whom we have to do”
(Heb. 4:13)? Are you really irrational enough to
believe, even for one moment, that the Bible is
wrong when it declares a “day when God shall
judge the secrets of men, according to my gospel,
by Jesus Christ” (Rom. 2:16)?
If you know that the Bible requires belief
(John 3:16), repentance (Luke 13:3), confession
of Christ (Rom. 10:10), and baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), then why not do these
things if you have not? If you know that you are
an unfaithful Christian, why not come back today
by repentance, confession, and prayer (8:13-22)?
“But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned
against Jehovah; and be sure your sin will find you
out” (Num. 32:23).
PO Box 244; Vega, TX 79092

Grace

Paul Vaughn

One of the most wonderful words in the Bible
is grace. It first appears in the Scriptures in the
Book of Genesis when “Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). Grace is one of the
attributes of God. According to Thayer’s lexicon
it is the “kindness by which God bestows favors
even upon the ill-deserving, and grants to sinners
the pardon of their offenses and bids them acceptance of eternal salvation through Christ.” Grace is
God’s kindness bestowed on the unworthy.
Man is saved by the grace of God. “For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” (Tit. 2:11). But, this does not
suspend man’s obligation to be obedient to God’s
commands, if one is saved by grace alone then all

men would be saved. Yet, the Scriptures teach that
all men will not be saved. “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven” (Mat. 7:21). The Lord demands obedience to His words. It is written, “He
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day”
(John 12:48).
Christianity is a taught religion. Note what the
Scriptures teach about it. “For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly,

in this present world” (Tit. 2:11-12). God’s grace
is not given apart from teaching that requires one’s
apprehension and obedience. It can be illustrated
very easily. As stated above, “Noah found grace in
the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). Noah was saved
by God’s grace, but he still had to build an ark to be
saved. Note what the writer of Hebrews said: “By
faith Noah, being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house; by the which he condemned

the world, and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith” (Heb. 11:7). God gave the grace
by instructing Noah in the way of salvation. Noah
saved himself and his family by preparing the ark in
obedience to God’s instruction. This is the way it is
done today. The Lord supplies the instruction and
man must adhere to it if he is to be saved. This does
not take away from God’s grace, but it is through
grace that He provides the way of salvation.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

The Plague of Self-Pity
Dub McClish

It is possible for one to be too hard on oneself,
unnecessarily reproaching and condemning of
oneself. However, it is also possible to be too easy
on oneself. This often takes the form of self-pity.
People who are constantly dripping with selfsympathy are at the same time to be pitied and
shunned. They not only ruin life for themselves,
but they spoil it for others upon whom they descend with their tales of woe, if they are allowed
to. Are you struggling under a plague of self-pity?
If so, consider the following facts about it.
It is a mark of immaturity. Babies are notoriously self-sympathetic. If they are hungry or uncomfortable, it matters not to them that it is 2:00
a.m. In their self-pity they holler till somebody
comes. They do not give a thought to the fact that
mother and daddy need their rest for the coming
day. A person who is mature has learned to take
some lumps, suffer some discomfort, and walk
through some valleys, without becoming an embittered, long-faced complainer.
It makes one insensitive to others. If one is
constantly focusing only on his own troubles and
problems, he can hardly be understanding and

sympathetic toward others. Such a person is constantly seeking sympathy and murmuring about
being neglected and having no one who loves them
or cares for them. “I have more problems than anyone else,” they wail. But how do they know? They
do not know or care about the suffering of others
It makes one miserable. None are more unhappy on this earth than those who are completely
wrapped up in themselves. The more they think
only of themselves the worse it makes them feel,
and the worse they feel the more they pity themselves!
It robs us of friends. The chronic self-pitier will
always be a grouch, pessimistic fusser who has forgotten how to talk without a certain whine in the
voice. Who likes to be around that sort of person?
It can make one physically and emotionally
ill. The self-pitier needs to grow up: “Brethren,
be not children in mind…but in mind be men”
(1 Cor. 14:20). It is right to love oneself, but we
are also taught to love our neighbors as ourselves
(Mat. 22:39).
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Linda Parks
Malcolm Wooton
Lucille Staples
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Charles Williams
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s brotherin-law)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

December 30
Elward Brantley
January 6, 2010
Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
December 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
January 4, 2010
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.

