BEACON
A PUBLICATION OF BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com

January

April

July

October

February

May

August

November

March

June

September

December

BEACON

Vol. XXXIX / No. 1
January 4, 2010
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe,
James Loy

Neither Ignorance Nor Arrogance
Is Pleasing/Acceptable to the Lord…
Johnny Oxendine

Our thoughts today will examine some reasons
that men might not obey the Gospel, and also, why
some in the Lord’s body ought to reconsider the
attitudes we might have unconsciously developed.
Given the conditions of our (and every) society,
biblically uninformed Christians will undoubtedly find themselves with the same difficult task
of repelling the considerable dualities of ignorance
and/or arrogance that so many in the world will
display with reference to God. The Scriptures certainly speak of both as unacceptable with regard to
(and in light of ) the Day of Judgment.
In 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 the Scriptures speak
of those who (1) “know not God,” and those
who (2) “obey not the gospel.” Clearly there are
two distinct classes of people being discussed to
be judged: those who have no knowledge of the
heavenly creator (resulting from any variety of rea-

sons), and those who have had the opportunity to
hear the Gospel and have (for whatever reason)
rejected it.
In Romans 10:3 the apostle Paul writes of
those who are ignorant (not having information)
of God’s righteousness. In the very next chapter
he mentions that the brethren should not be ignorant of the mystery, and in the 1 Corinthians
epistle (chapters 10 & 12) Paul states that he does
not want the believers to be ignorant of important
revelation.
Paul says in Philippians 3:10 that one of the
most important things in his life (and we hope
our life as well) is to know God (“that I might
know Him”). We are also exhorted to grow in
the knowledge of Him (Eph. 4:13; Phi. 3:8; Col.
1:9; to name a few). This we can do through a
continual study of the Scriptures It will not be an

acceptable excuse on the Day of Judgment to tell
the Lord that we did not have/give/take time to
know (learn of, about, and from) Him. We will
not be able to lay the blame to anyone else: we will
all have to give an account to Jesus for our own
actions. Paul summoned the elders of Ephesus to
Miletus (Acts 20:28-30) so that they might not be
ignorant (unaware) of grievous wolves that would
not spare the flock. Paul no doubt surprised them
when he told them that some of those “wolves”
would come from among themselves. Jude likewise warned against the ignorance allowing false
doctrine to seep in among them. God wants us to
“rightly divide the word of truth.”
Knowing the Lord’s Word does not give us the
prerogative to be arrogant (or full of pride) with or
about it. Our Christian responsibility is to “search
the scriptures,” making certain that the things that
are said (preached and taught) are in accord with
divine truth (Acts 17). In order to discern truth
correctly we must “study” the inerrant Word of
God diligently, so we might “rightly divide” it
(handle it properly—for ourselves and others).
Arrogance is a characteristic of pride. The word
means to have an exaggerated sense of one’s own
importance or abilities. God resists such people
(Jam. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). When we impart the en-

grafted Word that saves souls (Jam. 1:21), it is to
be in the spirit of meekness and humility. Humility is also warranted when we find that our own
opinions or biases are not consistent with (or have
the authority of ) the holy and divine Scriptures.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

A Congregation
of the Lord’s Church
Is Almost Certain to
Grow When…

1. Each member has deep concern for the
lost.
2. Each member enters worship with enthusiasm.
3. Each member is interested in improving
his teaching ability.
4. Each member is interested in an aggressive
Bible school.
5. Each member is personally involved in his
work of soul-saving.
6. Each member lets brotherly love express
itself to every other member.
Author Unknown

Not Just a Book for Preachers
Franklin Camp

Some seem to have the idea that the Bible is
only a book for preachers to find a text in. I have
known some preachers whose sermons showed
that is what they thought. They selected a text and
never got back to it or else paid no attention to its
context.

Preachers have no monopoly on understanding
the Bible. Preachers gain a knowledge of the Bible
in the same way as anyone else, through study. It
is a mistake to think of preachers as apostles. The
apostles were inspired by the Holy Spirit to receive
revelation. Since revelation has been completed

we have no living inspired men today. We have an
inspired book. The inspired prophets and apostles
still function through the Word.
How that by revelation he made known
unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in
few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ) Which in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit (Eph. 3:3-5).
Paul received it by revelation and wrote what
he received to the Ephesians. He told them that
when they read the epistle they would know as
much as he knew. If the Ephesians, by reading,
could know as much as Paul, then may we not by
the same means know as much as any preacher.
The preacher learns what he knows by reading and
others may read and know the same thing. All any
preacher knows is what he can read in the Bible.
I know there are some that claim to know things
they cannot read in the Bible, but this is a false
claim.
My father had about a fifth grade formal education. The president of a Bible college preached in
a meeting and stayed in our home. He later said
to me: “Your father knows more Bible than any
teacher I have.” After I began preaching I often
discussed difficult passages with him. I cannot remember a single occasion that I brought up some
verse that it was necessary for him to open his
Bible to discuss it. His independent study of the
Bible and his wonderful knowledge of it has been
a source of inspiration to me. It has confirmed my
faith in my ability to understand the Scriptures if
I will apply myself. His diligent and careful study
of the Bible convinced me that I could know as
much about the Bible as anyone if I would work at

it hard enough and long enough.
Study the Bible
If one studies math, he needs a math book. If
one studies language, he needs a language book.
We seem to have forgotten this when we come
to the study of the Bible. Instead of studying the
Bible, we start looking for a book or books about
the Bible. There is nothing wrong in using other
material to aid one’s study of the Scriptures, but
books should never become a substitute for the
Scriptures. The Bible is right. What is written by
men may be right but it may also be wrong.
The Bible should be studied first and let it speak
then read what others say. I often find that when
one is faced with some question, the first thing he
does is to start looking for some book on the subject. It appears that it is forgotten that the Bible is a
good book to consult first about any question.
The Bible is its best interpreter. Take some
time and read the quotations in the New Testament from the Old Testament and notice how
the quotes interpret the Old Testament passages.
If inspired men used Scripture to interpret Scripture, why do we think we can improve on God’s
method? What is often made difficult and confusing by some commentary is made simple when
one lets the Bible do the interpreting. As I have
already pointed out the Bible is inspired and all
books of men are uninspired. When one reads
the Bible and lets the Bible unfold its message, his
faith is built on the rock of divine truth and not
human wisdom. What men say may be right but
it may also be wrong. Make the Bible your book.
You make it your book only by personal study. No
one can take your place in this work. Do not depend on anyone else.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

January 6
Paul Brantley
January 13
Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
January 10
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
January 11
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 17
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 18
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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What Saith the Scriptures?
Harrell Davidson

I have received the following question by way
of the Internet when I wrote a column in The Gospel Preceptor where this question was submitted. It
is a thought provoking question.
The Question
In Daniel 2:36 begins the interpretation of
the king’s dream of the great image. Question: does this dream foretell that there
shall be no world empire after the divided
Roman kingdom/empire?
Answer
We must remember the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar wherein he dreamed of the monstrosity of a being, but he could not remember the
dream and he did not know the interpretation.
Daniel was a prisoner in Babylon at the time and
his name was taken to the king explaining that
he (Daniel) could tell what the dream was and
give the interpretation of the dream. Daniel told

Nebuchadnezzar of five kingdoms. Yes, we are
aware that it is normally said that there were four
kingdoms, but that is incorrect.
The first four kingdoms were all similar but
had some peculiarities. In these four kingdoms
the strongest kingdom would be Babylon. A lesser
kingdom would rise up and conquer Babylon and
that kingdom would be the Medo-Persian kingdom. After this kingdom, really under the rule of
Persia, there would arise a weaker kingdom that
would overtake and conquer it. The third kingdom was that of Alexander of Macedonia (the
great). Alexander would begin to rule the world in
about 331 b.c. The fourth empire that would start
to rule over the world was the divided Roman
Empire. Each of these was similar in that each was
weaker than the one that was conquered. They
were peculiar in that each ruler reacted somewhat
differently.

The background is that Israel and Judah had
gone into captivity never to return as the mighty
force they once were. They would never be a nation again because they had failed to glorify God.
The fifth kingdom that Daniel saw was the
kingdom of the Lord that would have its beginning in Jerusalem (cf. Isa. 2:3; Acts 2). The first
four kingdoms were physical the latter is spiritual.
Under the power and sway of the Roman Empire
our Lord was born and was crucified under Roman law, but His kingdom, nonetheless began
under the rule of the mighty Romans. They could
not stop it. The physical Roman Empire tried to
destroy Christianity and totally failed though, by
some accounts, two million Christians perished
while Rome tried to stamp out the Lord’s people.
When we walk through the Catacombs in Rome
we are told that there are six hundred miles of
tunnels under the city where Christians lived and
were buried as they were persecuted. It is also said
that Nero would light the streets of Rome at night
with the bodies of burning Christians. Polycarp, a
convert of and disciple of John, was burned at the
stake and could have saved his life if he would denounce Christ. He refused and died at the stake

without a blindfold because he refused it. He
was not ashamed of the Gospel and was willing
to die for it. This kingdom did not take up arms
and fight a physical battle. Christianity, the Lord’s
church will stand forever until it is delivered up
to the Father (cf. 1 Cor. 15:24). The “stone” that
Nebuchadnezzar saw (cf. Dan. 2:45) would grow
into a mighty bedrock that could not be destroyed
by any empire or earthly kingdom.
Daniel’s prophesy did not indicate that there
would not be other empires or kingdoms. The
United States defended a rather small empire a
few years ago known as Kuwait. Other kingdoms
or empires exist, but the main point is, that in the
end of time all the empires or kingdoms of men
will have fallen, but the Lord’s church will continue until the end of the world. The answer to the
question obviously is no since we have had and do
have other empires and kingdoms presently in our
world. This being the case, if Daniel had said that
no other empires/kingdoms would exist then his
prophecy would be false and he would be found
to be a false prophet.
PO Box 215; Obion, TN 38240

Think Soberly
Brad Green

By inspiration, the apostle Paul motivates
Christians to perfect their individual strengths
and respect the responsibilities of other Christians as being equally important to the success of
the Church (Rom. 12:4-8). He prefaces this encouragement with a warning that each Christian
should not “think of himself more highly than he
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith

(12:3). To “think soberly” is to think of self in such
a way that points our conduct in the direction of
sobriety, modesty, wisdom, and proper discretion.
The opposite of thinking soberly therefore, is to
think of self in such a way that leads to a proud,
haughty, and foolish disposition—which attitude
is condemned by Scripture (Pro. 6:16-17; 16:18).
The apostle Peter impressed the necessity of a sober, or a modest and clear-thinking, mind “because



your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).
Many Christians have fallen to the snares of Satan
because they did not think of themselves as they
ought.
A Christian may “think of himself more highly
than he ought” when he considers himself faithful
when he is living in sin. How many souls wander
the Earth lost because they consider themselves
faithful even though they have sin in their lives for
which they refuse to repent? This is just one reason that God implores all Christians to encourage
those in sin to repent (Acts 8:22). There are countless more who fail to see the sins they commit just
to be able to compromise the Truth of God so
that they can remain in fellowship with those who
have or continue to teach or practice that which is
contrary to God’s Word (2 John 9-11).
A Christian may “think of himself more highly
than he ought” when he judges himself by a standard other than the Bible. Any Christian can convince himself that he is faithful if he judges himself
by someone who is wicked. When the Pharisee
went to the Temple and “prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican” (Luke 18:11), he was justifying himself
based on a standard other than Truth. Jesus stated
that it was the penitent publican who “went down
to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (18:14).
If an individual sincerely desires to be right with
God, he will open up the “perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein” (Jam. 1:25).
A Christian may “think of himself more highly
than he ought” when he begins to relish the praise
of men. A Christian who becomes enamored by

the praise of men will begin changing his conduct,
or teaching, so as to attract more praise. In the first
century, the “chief rulers” refused to make proper
conclusions based upon the facts and evidence presented to them because “they loved the praise of
men more than the praise of God” (John 12:43).
Many preachers and teachers have succumbed to
this devilish tactic. They have set themselves upon
“Hollywood-esque” pillars of fame rather than
standing “fast in the faith” (1 Cor. 16:13), “against
the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11), and “perfect and
complete in all the will of God” (Col. 4:12). It is a
sad state we find ourselves in when preachers boast
that they are on an “A-List” of speakers-in-demand
because of the dozen or so speaking engagements
they have away from home rather than examining
themselves whether they “be in the faith” (2 Cor.
13:5). It is equally as sad that some preachers are
angered when they are “dis-invited” from a speaking engagement because they are not being shown
the proper praise of men that they deserve rather
than analyzing the reasons and concerns given to
them that led to the decision.
As Christians, we must think of ourselves as
God desires. We must appreciate the grace and
mercy that allows us to be called “children of
God” (Gal. 3:26-27). We must do everything in
accordance with God’s will (Col. 3:17), letting our
lights so shine that, by our good works, we may
give glory to God (Mat. 5:16). All men are created
in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) and God desires
that all men be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). With that in
mind, all men should “think soberly,” and submit
to the Law of God.
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772
Check out our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

January 13
Bill Busch
January 20
Bill Crowe
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Remember These Dates

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
January 17
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
January 18
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 25
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
January 27
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Adam and Christ
Paul Vaughn

A study of typology is both fascinating and
faith building. A type is a prophetic picture that
foreshadows something called the antitype. The
antitype is always greater than the type. This article will be limited to a study of Adam as a prophetic picture or type of Christ. There are a good
number of points of comparison between Adam
and Christ.
There is a point of comparison between Adam
and Christ which is quite prominent, that is, the
way they both came into the world. Adam and
Christ both came into the world as a result of biological miracles. Adam was created from the dust
of the ground and God breathed the breath of life
into him. “And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul”
(Gen. 2:7). Adam became a human being because
of a miracle and Christ Jesus came into the world

because of a miracle. Isaiah prophesied about the
unique way the Messiah was to come into the
world. “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you
a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14).
Jesus’ birth was a miracle and Adam’s creation was
a type, a shadow cast on the pages of the Old Testament, with the antitype being fulfilled in Christ.
When living in the garden, Adam had access to
the “tree of life” (Gen. 2:9). He could have lived
forever and never faced death, but because of sin,
Adam brought death into the world. God told
Adam that he would die and return to the ground.
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return” (3:19). Adam’s bringing death into
the world was a type, a prophetic shadow, to the
antitype of Christ bringing life to man through

His death and resurrection. The apostle Paul said,
“For since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor.
15:21-22). One man, Adam, sinned and brought
physical death upon all men. One man, Christ,
lived and did not sin. It is through His death that
all men can live forever with God. Adam’s sin and
physical death was the type. Christ’s life without
sin and death for all who sinned is the antitype.
In Genesis 2, God opened Adam’s side and
removed a rib so Adam could have a wife (Gen.
2:18-23). While on the cross Jesus’ blood was shed

and His side was opened to purchase the church,
the bride of Christ (John 19:16-34; Acts 20:28;
Eph. 5:23-27). The side of Adam being opened, to
have a bride, was a type to the antitype of Christ’s
side being opened, to have a bride, on the cross.
There are a great number of type and antitype
comparisons in the Scriptures between Adam and
Christ. Because of the lack of space, it is not possible to cover them at this time. Perhaps this study
will whet your appetite for further study of Adam
and Christ.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

“The People Are Yet Too Many”
Judges 7:4

David P. Brown

The neglect and/or improper study of the Old
Testament has resulted in the ignorance of people
on various subjects, one of which is the ultimate
and final source of man’s spiritual strength. With
these facts before us, let us study a forgotten but
important and timely principle from Judges regarding the genuine and only source of spiritual
strength for God’s people in any age.
We begin in the divine record at the point
where Gideon and his army are encamped by “the
well of Harod” anticipating the battle with the
Midianites. The Lord is giving final instructions
to Gideon concerning the army of Israel. From
the human perspective it is not only strange but
foolish advice when God declares: “The people
that are with thee are too many for me to give
the Midianites into their hands” (Jud. 7:2). “Too
many”!! How is it possible for an army to have
“too many”?? Usually the converse is true. But

this is God’s army, doing His bidding, walking “by
faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Whatever God’s
army accomplishes, it is to be because God is with
and for them. Timely and well put are David’s
inspired words on this point: “The Lord is my
rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God,
my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and
the horn of my salvation, and my high tower”(Psa.
18:2). The strength or power of God’s army at any
time is never increased or diminished solely on the
basis of the number of persons found therein. No
matter what the numerical size of God’s army, it is
the army’s strong faith in God’s way or plan that
wins the battle!
God wanted Gideon’s army to win the battle,
but they were to do so with the full realization that
God alone was the sole reason for their victory.
God declared the aforementioned point with the
words, “lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, say-

ing, Mine own hand hath saved me” (Jud. 7:2).
The inspired record now reveals how God reduced the size of Gideon’s army. Those who were
“fearful and afraid” were commanded to “return
and depart early from mount Gilead.” Out of an
army of 32,000 men 22,000 depart.
Now that the cowards are out of the ranks of
God’s army, He then makes the statement that
serves as the title of this article: “The people are yet
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I
will try them for thee there” (7:4). God’s instructions were, “Every one that lappeth of the water
with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou
set by himself; likewise every one that boweth
down upon his knees to drink” (7:5). Those who
“lapped” were kept and those who “bowed” were
sent home. Out of the original 32,000 men only
300 remained!!
Three hundred men now set themselves to
attack “the Midianites and the Amalekites and
all the children of the east” who “lay along in the
valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their
camels were without number, as the sand by the

35th Annual Bellview Lectures
Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010
sea side for multitude” (7:12). But these three
hundred troops are no ordinary soldiers, for they
have implicit trust in God and His plan to win the
victory.
Judges 8:10-12 records that the armies of Israel
killed 135,000 of “the hosts of the children of the

east.” Gideon and his God-fearing 300 believed
and obeyed their Commander-in-Chief. By the
power of “Jehovah of hosts” truth’s standard waved
over the field of battle when the fighting ceased.
We have lived to see what God said would happen if Gideon had won the battle with 32,000
men. “The people that are with thee are too many
for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest
Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying mine
own hand hath saved me” (7:2).
The church has reached an all-time low in faithfulness when a person in promotion of a multimillion dollar effort to “spread the gospel” declares that Christians in American have never had
a plan to evangelize the U.S. Has such a one never
read the New Testament? No wonder the state of
the church in this present apostasy was not even
considered in this “first ever plan to evangelize
America.” When no provisions were made to differentiate between faithful and unfaithful brethren regarding the placement of contacts made in
the effort, something was sadly lacking.
Any “plan” to evangelize America that stipulates that you get the contacts we make only when
we get your money is contrary to the very spirit of
New Testament Christianity (Gal. 6:10). Where
did anyone come up with such an idea (Col. 3:17)?
Shades of Oral Roberts and of Rome!
Let many come to fill the house of God. But let
them be drawn only by God’s distinctive Gospel.
Let those who do the evangelizing trust in God’s
plan to the complete exclusion of anything that
would water down the truth and glorify man’s intellect. Let the faithful remember Gideon and his
faithful 300 and always do things in God’s way lest
we “vaunt” ourselves “against” God, “saying mine
own hand hath saved me” (Jud. 7:2).
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Linda
Worley’s brother-in-law)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Placed Membership

Orville Worley placed membership with
the Bellview congregation on January 13.
Please keep Orville in your prayers and welcome him to Bellview.

Restored

Pam Busch was restored to Christ on
January 17. Please keep Pam in your prayers
and offer her encouragement.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Wednesday Bible Reading

January 20
Bill Crowe
January 27
Dale Cunningham

Remember This Date

January 25
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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“Heads or Tails?”
Tim Smith

Have you ever flipped a coin with someone
to decide an issue? Maybe who goes first, or who
cleans up the toys (children, you know), or something like that? It is sheer luck that determines
the outcome of a coin-toss (whatever luck is). Of
course, one may cheat another in such an ordeal,
but all things being equal, a coin-toss is a matter of
chance. There is no skill involved. The outcome of
a fair and equal coin-toss says absolutely nothing
about the qualifications of the ones participating
in the exercise.
What would you be willing to jeopardize on
the flip of a coin? As a child, probably many things.
As an adolescent, fewer. As an adult, I would hope
nothing! And yet, many are letting far more important things than they realize ride on something
with even less propriety than the toss of a coin.
Take, for instance, heaven and hell. Would you
be willing to allow a coin-toss to determine your

eternal destiny? You know, heads you go to heaven
or tails you go to hell. You’d have a fifty-fifty chance
of making the street of gold…but, of course, you’d
also have a fifty-fifty chance of roasting on an open
fire forever…Fifty-fifty—not bad, as odds go…
I do not think I wouldd like to allow a coin-toss
to determine my eternal destiny. In fact, I know I
would not like that at all! Too much rides on the
outcome. I want to be sure. Now, you may ask,
who is wagering their eternal destiny on the toss of
a coin? No one specifically (at least of whom I am
aware). What is the point, then? Here: When you
do what you do religiously because grandma and
grandpa did it, or because mom and dad did it, or
because your preacher said to do it, or because the
church of which you are a member does it, you do
not even have the fifty-fifty chance afforded you
in a coin-toss. Since there are more than two possible answers to most questions, for every possible

answer you are one more step removed from the
fifty-fifty odds of a coin-toss. If there are ten possible answers—only one of which is the right answer—to a question, and if you allow someone
else to decide the correct (?) answer for you, then
at best you have a one-in-ten chance of ending up
with the right answer. But I have some bad news
for those in the ten percent category—even if you
get lucky (?) and end up with the right answer,
because you failed to study the issue for yourself
(2 Tim. 2:15), the correctness of the answer will
do you no good! It is not your correct answer. It

may be the right words, but such words grow empty when not acquired properly.
Which will it be: will you toss a coin or depend
on someone else or will you study and learn and
do the will of God? No one will enter heaven on
a coin-toss. No one will enter heaven on what the
preacher said. No one will enter heaven because
“we” have always done it that way. Study. Apply.
Obey. May God bless you as you study and obey
His Word.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

Letter from Roelf Ruffner

January 16, 2010
Roelf L. Ruffner
11651 246th Street
Lawrence, Kansas 66044
(307)-221-6785
roelf.ruffner@live.com
Dear Brethren:
You may or may not have heard about the trials my family and I have undergone in the last few
months. Because of the fellowship practices of the
Morrison, TN church of Christ and the High
Plains church of Christ (Cheyenne, WY), I was
dismissed from my position as preacher for the
High Plains church. (The eldership at Morrison
has overseen the salary of the preacher at High
Plains since 2000.) About six months ago an elder revealed to me that the Morrison eldership
was fellowshipping brother Dave Miller, a marked
false teacher (Rom.16:17,18; 2 John 9-11). After
a personal visit with the elders and two phone
conference calls it was evident that they would not
change. Unfortunately, after supplying ample evidence and following weeks of discussion, most of
the men of the High Plains church decided that

their 9 year relationship with Morrison was more
important than their fellowship with the Lord
and their relationship with me. My family and I
are thankful for the Lord’s help during this time.
The day I was dismissed at High Plains
(December 6, 2009), I was contacted by brother
Daniel Coe of the Trail Creek church of Christ
with an offer to come and work with him and
the brethren in Lawrence, Kansas. I held a Gospel
meeting for these brethren in October of last year
and was impressed by their faithfulness. Trail
Creek was formed about three years ago by brethren concerned about the fellowship practices of
congregations in the Greater Kansas City area.
They have undergone continuing persecution because of their faithfulness. Their future plans are to
establish a “bricks and mortar” school of preaching. I have been asked to be one of the instructors in that school. Because of religious liberalism
and compromise by most brotherhood schools
the need for sound preacher training is great. In
the meantime I will be aiding brother Daniel in
preaching/teaching and evangelizing this area of
almost one million souls. I consider it an honor

to be a fellow laborer in the Gospel with a faithful
servant of Christ like brother Coe.
The Trail Creek brethren are unable to fully
support me and my family at this time. I am writing to you humbly requesting you consider supporting us in this work on a monthly basis. I know
that everyone is on a tight budget during this economic recession. Any amount of support would
be welcome and greatly appreciated. Presently we
are living with the Tullis family until we gather
enough support. They, the brethren, and the Lord
are supplying our needs. I am enclosing our budget and planned expenditures for this coming
year. [If you wish to view the budget and planned
expenditures please contact brother Ruffner—
Editor.] You will notice that we already have four
supporters: Trail Creek church of Christ, Damon
Road church of Christ, South Seminole church of
Christ, and Gary & Barbara Summers. If you have
further questions please contact me at the above
address. I will be glad to answer any questions or
supply references.
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I have contacted the eldership of the Bellview
church of Christ in Pensacola, Florida, and they
have agreed to oversee my salary. Any support
would be sent to them and they would disperse
the funds to me. You may reach them for any questions at: Bellview church of Christ, 4850 Saufley
Field Road, Pensacola, FLA. Phone: (850) 4557595 or bellviewcoc@gmail.com.
Brethren, I have been preaching the Gospel
for almost twenty years and will soon be 56 years
old. My wife, Janice, and I have four children; only
one, Langley (16 years old) is left at home. I have
always strived to remain faithful to God and His
word, “pulling them out of the fire” (Jude 23). We
have always served the Lord in small, struggling
congregations. Yet we have never encountered a
more loving and faithful group of Christians as
are at Trail Creek. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, these brethren have come out of the
fire of persecution un-singed and seeking to spread
the Truth.
I look forward to hearing from you. If you
know of any other congregation or individual who
would be interesting in helping us, please pass this
information on to them.
In His service,
Roelf L. Ruffner
Evangelist
www.trailcreekcoc.us

Consider the Heavens

One evening when Napoleon was returning to
France from the expedition to Egypt, a group of
French officers entered into a discussion concerning the existence of God. They were on the deck of
the vessel that bore them over the Mediterranean
Sea. Thoroughly imbued with the skeptical and
atheistical spirit of the times, they were unanimous

in their denial of God. It was decided to ask the
opinion of Napoleon, who was standing alone
wrapped in silent thought. On hearing the question, “Is there a God?” he raised his hand and
pointing to the starry firmament simply responded, “Gentlemen, who made all that?”
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd (Consulate Health Care)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

January 27
Dale Cunningham
February 3
Ray Foshee
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BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Remember This Date

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
January 27
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
February 1
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
February 7
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
February 8
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Calling the Names of False Teachers
Lester Kamp

There is a strong consensus of opinion among
some in the brotherhood today that you should
never call names when it comes to identifying one
who is a proponent of false doctrine. It is viewed as
an act of hostility if you name a brother who is publicly espousing a scripturally untenable position.
It has been a practice of mine, as long as I have
been preaching, to call attention to what some
brethren are saying on certain issues, and to mention their names in connection with it, if necessary.
In those areas wherein some brethren are propagating false and dangerous notions, it is always necessary to mention their names in connection with
it. If a brother has written a divisive book or made
heretical statements publicly, then we should not
hesitate to let people know what is being said and
who is saying it. It would be less than honest to do
otherwise. To simply say that “some brethren” suggest thus and so is not enough to warn others of

what is being taught and who is teaching it. If there
is an issue troubling the brotherhood of Christ
and there is a brother out there promoting it, then,
we need to know who it is that is saying it is so
that we can heed the New Testament injunction
to “mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned;
and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). You cannot mark
a phantom and avoid an unknown. Thus, you cannot obey God by treating the false teacher with
nameless courtesy. The obligation that we have to
mark and avoid the false teacher is greater than his
self-perceived “right” to say and publish anything
he wants to no matter how twisted, and expect no
one to raise an eyebrow or say anything by way of
criticism.
It is not vindictive pride that prompts me
to suggest to you that calling the names of false
teachers, whether in or out of the church of our

Lord, is right and proper. The precedent for such
a straightforward approach has been set by Jesus
and His inspired apostles. Jesus said, “Beware ye
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy”
(Luke 12:1). In that brief statement, He identified
both the problem to be avoided and the ones responsible for promoting it, thus, violating liberal
etiquette on both counts. Again, Paul wrote of a
doctrinal concern of his day, saying:
And their word will eat as doth a canker: of
whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who
concerning the truth have erred, saying that

the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some (2 Tim. 2:17-18).
Let the brother who thinks that calling names is
wrong tell wherein Paul erred in the above statement. If he cannot be so bold, then, let him tell
wherein we err if we do as Paul did.
It is right and proper to call the names of those
teaching falsely in order that others might know.
One day another will call their name and they will
answer. We pray for their repentance before that
time.
PO Box 440297; Aurora, CO 80044

A Look at the Role of Leadership
from the Words of the Apostle Paul...
Johnny Oxendine

Today I thought we would just let the words
of Scripture inform us of the importance of leadership in the Lord’s church. Some wonder why
(or how) leadership must indulge such tasks, and
probably ask if it would not be more of a luxury to
not know anything.
Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made
you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord
which he purchased with his own blood.
I know that after my departing grievous
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after
them. Wherefore watch ye, remembering
that by the space of three years I ceased not
to admonish every one night and day with
tears. And now I commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able

to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified
(Acts 20:28-32—ASV).
Here we see that Paul had not held back anything from them in the time he had spent with
them, “For I shrank not from declaring unto you
the whole counsel of God” (20:27).
The responsibility of leadership is to take heed,
which essentially means to “pay careful attention
to” themselves and the flock. In order to do this
one must know or be aware of the dangers facing both. This is not possible without looking for
those lurking spiritual poisons. Leaders who sit
back and wait for false teaching and false doctrine
to come knocking are foolish and not qualified to
lead. Elders (leaders) cannot have their heads in
the sand, pretending that there is nothing to know
and certainly nothing to warn against.
Paul tells the Ephesian brethren that he knows
after he departs that there will be attempts to

undermine the Lord’s work and that the elders
will need to be aware of their clever devices of entry into the inner circles of influence. As overseers
they feed the flock. What do they feed the flock?
The Word of God! Along with this is everything
else the brethren need to know in order to avoid
temptations and the enticements that come with
false teaching/doctrine. What could have been
the reason that congregations as far apart as the
Manhattan Church of Christ (New York City)
and the Palo Alto Church of Christ (Palo Alto,
CA) came up with an idea to add women to their
worship services? What external forces came
upon them, and changed them to the point that
Scripture no longer had meaning for them?
These wolves have no love for the souls of
men. What they say is perverse because it does
not comply with sound doctrine, but sometimes
that is enough to draw others after them. A little
false doctrine can go a long way when sweetened
by (Cheshire) smiles and (lack of ) sincerity. These
thoughts (and the need for admonition) brought
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tears to Paul’s eyes for three years. I would like to
look at that portion of Scripture because often
brethren complain about warnings. We just do
not like to have someone telling us of the dangers
and problems going on in the brotherhood. “Oh,
just let it go for a minute brother.” Is that what they
told Paul? Let it go Paul? Tell us something else.
We felt a moral and spiritual obligation to inform (now former) members that attending a congregation that partnered with the Palo Alto church
(with women “spiritual leaders” and deacons) was
to accept and condone that relationship/fellowship. They seemed to understand that, but wanted
to attend there anyway. Read Ezekiel 3:17-20 for
the answer.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

“Curse Ye Meroz”

“Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of Jehovah.
Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ” (Jud.
5:23). The children of Israel had forsaken God
and had been chastened for their backsliding.
Jabin, king of Canaan, had sent forth his army under Sisera to do battle against Israel. In penitence
Israel cried unto God and He gave them victory
under Barak in the day of battle. But the inhabitants of Meroz took no part in the conflict. They
could have helped Israel with telling effect. In assigning a reason for the curse of the inhabitants
of Meroz the Bible says: “Because they came not
to the help of Jehovah, To the help of Jehovah
against the mighty” (5:23). How did they fail to

help God? By failing to help the people of God.
It is possible for us to “come not to the help of
Jehovah” now. James writes, “To him therefore
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him
it is sin” (Jam. 4:17). Whenever we are able and
minister not unto the needs of the weakest congregation or the humblest disciple we fail to minister to Him. “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of
these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto
me” (Mat. 25:40). We can be indifferent and inactive only at the peril of our own souls. Let it be
remembered that the inhabitants of Meroz were
cursed for doing nothing.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Baptized / Placed Membership

Guido Zecckine was baptized into
Christ on January 27. His address is 5912
1/2 Michell Lane; Pensacola, FL 32526
and his phone number is 944-2505.
Robert Baker was baptized into Christ
on January 27. His address is 3011 Patricia
Drive; Pensacola, FL 32526 and his
phone number is 456-0205.
Please keep Guido and Robert in your
prayers and offer them encouragement.

Wednesday Bible Reading
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February 10
Andrew Hatcher

Please Remember

February 7
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
February 8
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Spiritual Contentment
Lee Moses

The apostle Paul was not one to worry about social status or financial stability. To the Philippians
he wrote, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content” (Phi. 4:11). Modern
society has most certainly not learned what Paul
had. Most people are constantly striving not only
to “keep up with the Joneses,” but to surpass the
Joneses in their “standard of living”—materially,
that is. It seems that virtually no one is physically
content. However, spiritual contentment can be
found everywhere one looks. There are a number
of different ways this contentment is seen.
“I believe I’m fine, so don’t
waste your time.”
Very few people today believe that they are
lost. Recent polls taken reveal that while most
people in the United States believe in heaven, they
do not believe in hell. The designation “lost soul”
no longer refers to one condemned to hell, but to

one simply going through a period of uncertainty.
Even religiously active people generally believe
that there are “many roads to heaven,” although
the Bible conclusively teaches that there is only
one (Mat. 7:13-14; John 14:6; Acts 4:12).
With such a state of affairs, it is difficult to express to a person the importance of securing the
welfare of his soul. Even though a person may be
lost, others have told him that he is certain to go
to heaven. Such a person will generally want to remain comfortable, rather than be urged to make
drastic changes in his life.
“I’m outwardly whole, but
devoid of soul.”
Some have obeyed the Gospel in years past
and continue to attend worship services regularly.
However, this is the full extent of their spiritual
activity. They have no prayer life outside of the
worship assembly; they have no time spent in

Bible reading or study other than the prescribed
times the church meets for this purpose; and they
do not put into practice biblical principles of living. Their motivation is not to please God; but to
show respect to godly parents, to maintain friendships, or such like.
“I’ve done sufficient, to do
more is not efficient.”
There are some who feel that they have done
their duty in times past. They may have previously
been very involved in the work of the church, but
now feel that it is the responsibility of younger
Christians to accomplish. Some even quit attending services altogether, arrogantly determining
that they have “done enough” for a lifetime of
service to the Lord. This is practical “once saved,
always saved” doctrine. The apostle Paul said:
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do…I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phi. 3:13-14).
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There is probably not a Christian living today
whose devotion to the Lord could be compared to
Paul, yet he had not yet “attain[ed] unto the resurrection of the dead,” nor unto perfection (3:1112). Yet, he continued to strive that he might attain these things.
“No matter whether all else
seems to fall apart, I do the will
of God from the heart.”
There is a sense of spiritual contentment that
can be genuinely achieved.
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus (4:6-7).
One who does not focus on the physical things,
which can never satisfy, but on the spiritual, can
find contentment in both (2 Cor. 4:18–5:1).
When one is committed to fulfilling the will of
God, he no longer has any need for worry:
For we know that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens (2 Cor. 5:1).
Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

Mediocre “Christianity”
Dub Mowery

In this modern period of time, the average person places emphasis upon convenience, comfort,
and that which brings pleasure. The term “creature comfort” is frequently expressed. Waiting for
the right time causes many to hesitate in making
a needed decision. Satan delights when a person
procrastinates in making a needed commitment.

When the apostle Paul was taken as a prisoner to
Caesarea, he had several opportunities to speak
unto the governor Felix. The Scripture reveals that
on one such occasion
Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which
was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard
him concerning the faith in Christ. And as

he reasoned of righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and
answered, Go thy way for this time; when I
have a convenient season, I will call for thee
(Acts 24:24-25).
It was probably at that moment he was most affected by the Gospel. There is not any indication
that Felix ever obeyed the Gospel. We learn in the
very next verse that he hoped to obtain money
from Paul and so met with him on several occasions. For his eternal welfare Felix should have
obeyed the Gospel of Christ when he was convicted of his sins that caused him to tremble.
There are religious people today that never
darken the doors of a church building except on
special holidays such as Christmas and Easter.
Some only attend on the Sunday that the date for
Easter comes in order to parade their new wardrobe. These man-made religious holidays mean

more to them than the Lord’s Day (Rev. 1:10).
The Lord’s Day is the first day of the week when
Christians are to partake of the communion and
to lay by in store (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). Even
during the first century, there were some brethren who were indifferent to assembling with the
saints. They were so neglectful that they were in
danger of losing their soul (Heb. 10:24-27). The
Christian life requires 100% of our participation.
Jesus said:
If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life shall
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for
my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul? (Mat. 16:24-26).
160 Gage Rd; Big Sandy, TX 75755

Patience in Doctrinal Matters
Michael Hatcher

A couple decades back, Rubel Shelly began
teaching some strange doctrines. Rubel Shelly
was known for his soundness, so many refused to
believe anything of a negative nature concerning
him. However, faithful brethren were showing the
errors and contradictions with his previous writings and views. Many people were pleading for patience with Rubel instead of marking and avoiding
him as God teaches: “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned;
and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17).
Many others have taken this same view regarding Dave Miller and his false teachings. Certainly,
time should be given for people to study the issues,

gather the facts, and come to a conclusion regarding these matters. (However, this should not take
years to do.) Yet, many of us who oppose Dave
Miller and his damnable doctrines have been condemned by Miller’s supporters because we showed
patience with others. They have condemned us
of inconsistency in our dealings regarding these
matters; when, in actuality, we were simply giving
others time to learn about it. (If we had not been
patient, these same ones would have condemned
us for being impatient and “jumping the gun.”)
Patience is a virtue. However, we cannot allow it
to get in the way of doing what needs to be done
and allow it to become a vice.
4850 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Guido Zecckine (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

February 10
Andrew Hatcher
February 17
Daniel Hatcher
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
February 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
February 15
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
February 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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Non-Restraint in Conduct
Paul Vaughn

The effects of sin will do many things to a person. The alcoholic slowly destroys his body and
soul with every drink of an alcoholic beverage.
The person who becomes involved in pornography slowly dulls his moral thinking until nothing
is pure. The people in Jeremiah’s day reaped the effects of sin:
Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not
at all ashamed, neither could they blush:
therefore they shall fall among them that
fall: at the time that I visit them they shall
be cast down, saith the Lord (Jer. 6:15).
God was not pleased with the people of Jeremiah’s
day because of their idolatry and lascivious conduct. He is not pleased with the same things in the
perilous times in which we live.
In Galatians 5, Paul lists “works of the flesh.”
Lasciviousness is fourth in that list of sins (Gal.

5:19). What is lasciviousness? It is defined as “absence of restraint, indecency, wantonness” (Vine’s
Dictionary of Biblical Words). It is shameless conduct or non-restraint in conduct. In the pages of
the Old Testament, there is an excellent example
of a people who had an absence of restraint in
their lives. “And God saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually” (Gen. 6:5). Because of their ungodly
lives, God brought a flood to destroy all but eight
people. God “spared not the old world, but saved
Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the
ungodly” (2 Pet. 2:5).
There are many ways that lasciviousness can affect people. It is seen in the absence of public decency. Immodesty and lewdness are paraded on the
streets, at ball games, on the beach, and sometimes

at church. Lasciviousness is also seen in the lack of
respect for the rights and feelings of others. The
dance floor is overrun with the absence of restraint
in conduct. There are multitudes that have thrown
off all restraint and have forgotten how to blush.
God has a remedy for the sin of lasciviousness.
It is called the “lake of fire.”
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is
the second death” (Rev. 21:8).

God does not desire that anyone should end up in
hell. This is why He sent Jesus to die on the cross.
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Rom. 5:8). God does demand obedience to His
Word. Love for Christ will keep us from the sin of
lasciviousness. “For the love of Christ constraineth
us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all,
then were all dead” (2 Cor. 5:14). Do you love
God enough to hold fast to His Word and let it
restrain your conduct?
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

“Proof-Text” Preaching
Bill Jackson

What changes are transpiring today! We, in the
kingdom, have moved from that time when our
preachers gave the “proof-text,” and the church
was known for having that kind of preaching, and
denominational people spoke with some envy of
it as they wished that their own preachers would
use more Bible! Yes, the move is now underway,
with voices being raised against using the Bible as
“proof-text.” A swing, indeed, from one extreme
to the other.
Underlying that spirit that says, “No proof-text
preaching!” are some attitudes about the Bible
which really, when all is said and done, reveals a
terrible attitude against the Word of God. But the
murmurings go like this:
(1) “…using the Bible as a book of law.” Let
us all know that sin is identified by God as transgression of the law (1 John 3:4). If men sin then
men break the law of God. Law is in effect. The
supreme law is that of God, and by the Word of
God we are completely furnished unto every good
work (2 Tim. 3:16-17). If it is good to reject evil

and to abide by the will of God, then the Bible so
directs us. It is a book of law.
(2) “…pronouncing anathema if you don’t
abide by the rules.” It was an inspired apostle,
Paul, who pronounced anathema upon those
who would present to men anything other than
the Gospel Paul had proclaimed (Gal. 1:6-9). It
was also the same inspired apostle who pled that
we must all walk by the same rule (Phi. 3:16). We
find, in a late New Testament passage, that those
who “goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God” (2 John 9). These are
condemned because, in effect, they did not abide
by the rules.
(3) “…the stress on obedience.” Amazing that
any would offer any objection to the idea of obedience, when inspiration tells us that Jesus became
the author of eternal salvation to them that obey
Him (Heb. 5:9). And, a great picture of the end
of time shows men condemned eternally because
they did not obey the Gospel of the Lord! (2 The.
1:7-9).

Indeed, these and similar objections are lame
work—the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)!
and pitiful! And, they certainly reveal a tremenThere follows another questions: If I am dealing
in things of God, and if I am going to allow God to
dously poor attitude about the Word of God,
amounting, in the final analysis, to a poor attitude
speak, and if I have to get information from God
through the Bible, would I have some disposition
about God Himself. If I love God, I will love His
that forbids my telling men where I found the inWord to me. If I respect Him, I will respect His
formation? I am dealing with this man’s soul, or
words. If I feel honor toward Him, I will honor
that man’s soul, and I am telling them what God
His Word! It’s as simple as that.
has said, and should I not tell them where God
But on this “proof-text” matter, another simple
said it? If I tell them where God said it,
point or two. First, we ask the question: In
th
I give the “proof-text”! And somewhose realm are we operating when
35
one now says that is a wrong
we speak of righteousness, holiAnnual
method? Peter did not know
ness, proper living, right behavit, in Acts 2, when he cited Joel
ior, etc.—God’s realm or just
Bellview Lectures
and David in the course of his
an area where man is supreme?
Back
To
The
Bible
sermon. The men in Berea did
Certainly, we are speaking in
not
know they were behaving in
God’s area! Then, should not
June 12 - 16, 2010
an improper fashion when they
God be allowed to speak, since we
read the Scriptures after Paul, searchare dealing with His area? Granting
ing the Word, to see if he had taught them
that, the next question would be: How can I
properly (17:11). Rather, they were correct in doknow what God’s will happens to be in any area of
ing so, for God called them “noble”!
life, service, and worship that I would speak conOver the kingdom, we are not hurting because
cerning? I can rule out the sayings of men, and the
of “proof-text” preaching. Rather, great harm is
think-sos of men, because we know we are dealbeing done today for a lack of “proof-text” preaching with God’s area. I am left with the firm truth:
ing, and, sadly, much of that is so because there is
I can know only the will of God by looking into
no text for what the speaker is saying!
that Volume which God states is our Guide, and
Deceased
which furnishes us completely unto every good

Baptizing the Wallet

A big man came forward to be baptized. The
country church building had no baptistery, so they
took him out to a creek. He emptied his pockets
to get into the water, but one noticed a lump in his
back pocket. “Sir, you forgot to take out your wallet.” The man responded, “I didn’t forget. I figure
that if I baptize that part of men, then everything
will be okay.”

That expresses a great truth. If we are willing to
give our possessions to God, then God will most
likely have us with them. Too many are possessed
by their possessions and are unwilling to part with
them for any reason. God owns us, and all that we
have is His. We are simply stewards, with the obligations to be found faithful (1 Cor. 4:2).
Author Unknown
Will we be?
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Linda Worley
Guido Zecckine (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

February 17
Daniel Hatcher

New Address

Guido Zecckine’s new address is 5612
Avondale Road; Pensacola, FL 32526.
Please update your directories.
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The Weeping Apostle
Guy N. Woods

It is noteworthy that those who serve the cause
of Christ most effectively are capable of experienc
ing and producing intense emotional response.
This remarkable power Paul possessed and often
utilized. Though his writings abound with logical
propositions and reasoned argument, he often exercised tremendous persuasive power by influencing the emotions. He followed a warning to the
Philippians of the fatal effects of listening to false
teachers with the revelation that he penned these
words while weeping! (Phi. 3:18.)
There is a disposition on the part of those of
us who often resort to close and careful reasoning
leading to what to us are irresistible conclusions to
expect too much from this mode of communication. Propositions which to us appear unanswerable to our astonishment and keen disappointment leave others unmoved. It is not unusual for
people without a knowledge of logical processes

to brush all reasoning aside. Seldom, indeed, are
men moved to make great decisions by syllogisms
alone; and their impact, on the untaught mind,
is often negligible. These things are the mechanics of communication; they are difficult for the
unlearned in logic to follow; and, to many, they
convey a sense of contrived confusion. Those of
this category are more likely to be moved by emotional appeals than by plain, unvarnished truth.
The denominational world has capitalized on this,
and through appeals based on the emotions have
been able, in large measure, to keep multitudes of
people from learning the truth. Because they have
used this means so effectively in the propagation
of error there is not a little prejudice against their
use, even in support of truth, in the church today.
Properly used, they may be made to contribute to
the advancement of truth, and they ought to be.
There is more room for feeling in our preaching

changed. This is far from saying that logic has no
than many of us are willing to allow.
place in the proclamation of truth. Quite the conThose who are ignorant of logical thought processes and who are unable to follow a closely-knit
trary; propositions must be proved and concluargument to its proper conclusion often feel that
sions not resting on sound premises ought immediately to be rejected; and, there is no valid reason
were they clever enough they might be able to disfor the repudiation of reasoning in the teaching
cover a flaw in the argument. There is the vague
feeling that if they were shrewd enough they could
process as some today do; but it is not a substitute
answer the argument and that their inability to do
for appeals to the will and was never intended to
be. All of us who teach and preach should keep
so is not due to weakness of position but of unfamiliarity with the method. They have the feeling
ever in mind that when the judgment is convinced
the will must yet be moved before surrender
that one is not obligated to believe everything one
cannot easily refute. Further, logic divides a subject
through obedience results. We will be much more
into its parts, dissects
effective if we keep in
its various aspects, and Spring Church of Christ/CFTF Lectures mind that in addition to
looks at each separately.
proving truth (which is
Profiles In Apostasy #1
of course our first duty),
The whole, with all of
February 28 – March 3
its relations, does not
we must also prompt to
Broadcast live at:
its espousal; and that this
appear before the mind
www.churchesofchrist.com/lectures2010.php
in the process until the
may be done in many inconclusion is drawn by which time many have eistances through appeals to incentives embedded in
ther forgotten the premises or regard them as unthe emotional nature. Paul instructed Timothy to
impressive. Cold, critical analysis does not prompt
reprove, rebuke, and exhort (1 Tim. 4:2), and he
himself set the pattern by not only reasoning with
the average person to major decisions.
When the judgment has been convinced
men but also by persuading them (Acts 19:8).
the will must still be influenced before the life is
Deceased

Congregations That Have Forgotten Their Work
Lynn Parker

For the most noble purpose of making known
the “manifold wisdom of God” is the glorious
church of our Lord in existence (Eph. 3:10). The
truth of God’s Word finds its “pillar and ground”
with the church of the Saviour (1 Tim. 3:15). Lost
humanity for which the Master died, though ignorant of the fact, is depending on the Lord’s
church to proclaim boldly the soul-saving Gospel.
Tragically, some congregations have lost sight of

their purpose, their greatest work—the salvation
of souls. Consider several “reasons” why so many
congregations throughout the brotherhood are
failing in their greatest commission.
Some congregations have departed from efforts to win souls to major in volleyball, softball,
games, parties, and otherwise appeal to the sensual,
the mundane, the temporal. “Satisfy carnal needs
and draw in the numbers” is the philosophy of



some and so the Gospel takes a “back burner.” The
simple and undisguised appeal to honest hearts is
not the “church league playoffs” but the crucified
Christ (John 12:32).
Some congregations are much like the slothful
one-talent man who was afraid and hid his lord’s
money in the ground (Mat. 25:25-26). They have
a perpetual fear of some future, unknown “catastrophe” so they open bank accounts, deposit the
Lord’s money, and then enter into the “banking
business.” Rather than getting on about the urgent
work of saving souls they watch dollar signs as interest accumulates. All the while, souls—countless
souls—die daily outside of Christ.
A young man wanting to preach in a mission
area contacted some sixty (60) congregations only
to be often turned away like a common beggar.
One congregation, having several thousand dollars sitting idle in a bank account, told him they
were “afraid” to get involved in the work lest they
need a new roof and lack the money. It is a crying
shame, brethren!
Quite a number of congregations are doctrinally sound but evangelistically dead! Do some
regard the Great Commission as an option? One
elder told me that the congregation with which
he labored was “apathetic” and “cold” in regard
to lost souls. Truly a sad commentary! Brethren,
our work is more than opening the meeting house
doors three times a week! It is amazing, in view
of the teaching of Christ and the example of the
early church, that so many brethren give no serious
thought or effort to spreading the Gospel in their
community or the world. Wake up elders! Get on
fire, preaching brethren! Do not leave the Truth in
the pew brothers and sisters!
Lastly, some congregations are interested only
in what benefits themselves. Brethren that feel like

they are in competition with other faithful brethren (or congregations) for “numbers” have some
serious growing to do! We must open our eyes
and possess a wider view of the Lord’s kingdom.
One unlearned brother told a preacher, “Do your
writing [for brotherhood publications] on your
own time—not the church’s.” We have heard of
short-sighted brethren who complained when the
local preacher helped with a Gospel meeting or
campaign in another location—all because they
could not see the benefit to the “home” congregation. From time to time, we conduct Bible studies
in cases where we know that if the person obeys
the Gospel, he will attend at another congregation. The Lord’s church extends beyond the four
walls of our local church building, yet many times
Gospel preachers have been told, “That’s not gonna help us here” when they wanted to participate
in some effort which would benefit the kingdom
of Christ.
Peter said, “Love the brotherhood” (1 Pet.
2:17). Whatever we can do, and wherever we can
build up the church, save and edify souls, and spoil
Satan’s plan, we must realize our obligation and
seize the opportunity.
Brethren, we must always keep our spiritual
priorities straight. Elders have a most important
role in making sure that this emphasis is kept before the membership. Preachers can help set the
tone by biblical, challenging sermons that motivate congregations to action on behalf of the lost.
Both the shepherds and the preacher must set an
example if the congregation is to be zealous in this
work of soul winning. The hour is late and the
need to set our sights on lost souls is pressing. Let
us get on with the real “business” of the church.
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
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Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Linda Worley
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Rubye Mae Loy (Jim & Nancy Loy’s
granddaughter)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

February 24
Jim Loy
March 3
Horace Myrick
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Some Thoughts That Come from Hebrews
That We Want to Remember
Johnny Oxendine

Hebrews focuses on two main themes: the fact
of Christ being our High Priest and the fear of
apostasy by those to whom the epistle is written.
We have been studying this book in our Sunday
morning adult class for some weeks now and it is
a good time to evaluate some of the messages that
should not be overlooked.
The argument make for Jesus as our High
Priest comes with initial subtlety. The term high
priest with reference to Christ is found sprinkled
through the early parts of the book ( 2:17; 3:1;
4:15) until the writer is inspired to open up a little
more in chapter five with the comparison and instructive remembrance of Melchizedek. This comparison functions on many levels and may even
have surprised the brethren who had not made the
historical connection (most likely had not).

More definitive evidence for the argument is
given in the seventh chapter with closing statements that are unarguable:
And what we say is yet more abundantly
evident, if after the likeness of Melchizedek
there ariseth another priest, who hath been
made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life:
for it is witnessed of him, Thou art a priest
for ever After the order of Melchizedek
(7:15-17).
For the law appointeth men high priests,
having infirmity; but the word of the oath,
which was after the law, appointeth a Son,
perfected for evermore (7:28).
The other area that is addressed by the writer
is concerned with apostasy, and that concern is

still with us today. With all of the blessings that
the Lord has allowed us, we still find it difficult
to maintain the faith that the Son of God died
for. Apostasy takes many forms and it is not possible to discuss the ways or varieties in depth, but
we can see it raising its Medusa-like head through
acceptance of false doctrine (decried often in the
Scriptures), open fellowship with those who teach,
practice, and condone false teaching, attempts to
denominationalize the church through the implementation of denominational worship practices
and methods (praise teams, instrumental music,
female involvement etc.), lax (or no) spiritual discipline in matters that are openly sinful (1 Cor.
5), indiscriminate fellowship (no interest in what
other congregations teach, do, or with whom they
fellowship), and that is just a short list.

Brethren cavort with worldly people and act
as the blasphemers do. Brethren speak and dress
like those in the world. If you speak against these
things today you are labeled as being harsh, unloving, intolerant, or too strict. Yet, if we do not
contend (defend, stand up for) the faith, who will?
That is why Hebrews is so important as a study
and example. Apostasy is not just a first century
concept or problem that is so far removed that we
need not concern ourselves with it.
There is the offer of eternal life and the joy
of heaven set before all who will heed His voice.
This is conditional in that we must indeed do it
His way and not with a lackadaisical half-baked
spiritual concern for truth and its sustenance. It is
a good fight, well worth the battle!
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Hanging Prayers on the Stars
Foy L. Smith

A father whose son was going to sea told his son
goodbye in these words: “Son, when you are lonely and the night seems dark all around, go up on
the deck and look up at the stars. Just know when
you do that your father is hanging a prayer on every star for you.” With what better words could a
parent send his son or daughter away? Night can
be a terrible time when things are not going well.
Sickness seems to be worse during the darkness
of the night, and we yearn for the coming of day.
With the sunrise, hope seems to fill the hopeless
heart. The warm sun invigorates and gives us renewed strength. And we are able to face the duties
of the new day. But night can be a wonderful time
too. After a day of toil, night is a time of rest and
relaxation. Night is a time of meditation, of reflection. The cares of the day are laid aside for a little
while and there is time to think and pray. During

the wilderness wanderings the people were led by a
cloud and a fire. David described it thusly: “In the
daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the
night with a light of fire” (Psa. 78:14). The cloud
and fire were God’s way of showing them that they
were never alone. We are told that the darkness and
the light are both alike unto the Lord (139:12).
Wherever we are, whatever the conditions, we are
not alone. God is always there. He is in the sun, the
moon, and stars. He made them all. They are His
and He guides us in providential ways from these
heavenly planets.
We all are concerned when our children leave
home. We have fears for them that many times are
unfounded. But our fears show our love for them.
They are prone to brush our fears aside, assuring
us that everything will be all right. And usually
everything is all right. But we are older, maybe a

bit wiser, and our age and our knowledge, things
they do not have because of their youth, give us
the right to be concerned. David says, “the sun to
rule by day…The moon and stars to rule by night”.
(136:8-9). What a marvelous thought!—that we
can hang our prayers on these rulers of day and
night.
It is very easy to criticize our young people
today. It is true many of them are in very serious
trouble. But why? When we see our youths going astray, it is sad that all too frequently we can
look behind them and see adults who failed to set
proper examples for them to follow. It is hard to
believe that there are parents who could not care
less about their children or what they do. Oh, they
may shed a few tears when they see their sons and
daughters get into serious trouble, but then they
refuse to face up to the fact that perhaps they are
responsible for those troubles. My heart goes out
to parents who are having troubles with their
children. But by the same rule, my heart goes out
to children who are not getting along with their
parents. True, our children can break our hearts.
But it is also true that we can break our children’s
hearts. How long has it been since you saw a child
with a broken heart? A teenager—a young person
with a broken heart?
There are many things that can break hearts.
Just the ordinary everyday problems of growing
up can be frustrating to both children and parents. Disappointments are a part of life. But they
are always heartbreaking in their own ways. I have
seen children and young people so disappointed I

35th Annual Bellview Lectures
Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010

just wanted to put my arms around them and love
them, even cry with them. And I have seen poor
frustrated Dads and Moms so heartsick and dejected I wanted to put my arms around them and
cry with them and tell them that tomorrow will
be a better day. It is doubly sad that when many of
these upheavals come we forget the one thing that
will give us power to struggle ahead and through
these troubles. We forget the power of prayer. We
do need to pray. David said, “I direct my prayer
unto thee, and will look up” (5:3). Morning is a
good time to pray. But it is not the only time.
Evening is just as good a time to pray. Maybe a
bit better at times for we feel so helpless when we
are surrounded by darkness. Our youths feel the
same way. They are not quick to admit it at times,
but they do. Regardless of how big they are-how
grown up, they are still just little children when
troubles come and when they feel so helpless.
How about hanging some prayers on the stars
for our children? And for our grandchildren? And
our great-grandchildren? Pray for them every day
and pray for them every night. Pray for the ones
who are strong and more mature than some others. Pray for those who are still just little children
begging in one way or another for help.
And how about hanging some very special
prayers on God’s twinkling stars for our sons and
daughters who are in the services of our country?
Some of them many thousands of miles away from
home. Some are mature fathers and mothers—
many are our children. “God, would you hear our
prayers for them? And, dear God, not to be selfish,
but would you hear the prayers of an ‘old’ grandfather for his grandson who is somewhere out yonder on the high seas? And please, dear God, bring
him and others back home safely again.”
Deceased
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Are We Robbing God?
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.

The book of Malachi was the last message of
God to His ancient people, according to the Old
Testament canon. It is a short message of only four
chapters, but is gripping with interest. The condition of Israel is presented in lurid light. They had
despised God, polluted God’s altars, wearied God,
spoken against God, and robbed God. Yet, the
people were unable to see it, and they answered
Malachi’s charges with the question, “Wherein?”
They had rebuilt the temple, set up the altars, offered the sacrifices, observed the feasts, and paid
the tithe. Why the prophet’s charge? Wherein
were they guilty? It was an outward, formal, ostensible service without character or love. To appease
“a god” was the sole purpose of their ceremonies.
Is it not the picture of the present age? Thousands
“go to church,” maintain outward forms, hold orthodox views, but where is the power of religion
in the heart and life? Therein were the people

robbing God, and herein are we yet robbing God.
Malachi’s bill of indictment against Israel may
be summed up in six charges, all of which find
their counterpart in the spirit of this age. Check
them against the general attitude of the church toward the service of God.
Profanity
“If then I be a father, where is mine honour?”
(Mal. 1:6-7). Calling God father and claiming the
relation which the term implied, yet not according
Him the honor, was “despising” His name. Today
to claim the relationship to Christ which the name
Christian implies, present gifts and services in the
church, yet dishonoring Christ in the life, is profanity. God receives and rejects gifts as He receives
and rejects the individual.
Sacrilege
“If ye offer the blind…the lame and sick, is it
not evil?” (1:8). Sacrilege centers in giving to God

something that costs us nothing. When service
ceases to be sacrificial, it becomes sacrilegious. God
values the gift, not by its intrinsic worth, but by its
cost to the giver and the spirit in the giving. The
widow’s mite illustrates this principle. We cannot
use the best for self and give a meager remnant to
God.
Greed
“Who is there even among you that would shut
the doors for nought?” (1:10). Service to God had
degenerated into selfish interest. There was an ulterior motive in every gift offered and every service
rendered. Why do we render service to God? For
reward or for the very love of God?
Weariness
“Behold, what a weariness is it!” (1:13). Today
men tire of spiritual worship. There is a demand
for attraction, entertainment, and an unhallowed
and ungodly cry for short sermons. The demand
might be worthy of consideration but for the fact
that the same individual who is fidgety at church
spends hours at the opera and stadium.
Treason
“Every one that doeth evil is good…Where is
the God of judgment?” (2:17). Excusing sin, glossing over evil, lowering the divine standard of right
conduct, representing God as succoring them
that do evil, is high treason. Yet, discipline in the
church today is virtually an unknown and an unheard-of thing. To harbor those who do evil and
treat and respect them as though they were good

is betraying the God of judgment. He is a consuming fire to sin and the sinner and never signs a truce
with either.
Robbery
“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed
me.… In tithes and offerings” (3:8). The people
were paying the tithe, yet they were robbing God
“in tithes and offerings.” God demanded not the
mere tithe, the letter of the law; He demanded “the
whole tithe”—the heart, the tithe with the heart.
To underestimate now what we can give is dishonesty toward God. But to give God our money and
not give Him our heart is also robbery in the sense
of Malachi’s charge.
The book of Malachi is a picture of the church
today. It is an ancient message to a modern church.
Paul told Timothy that perilous times would
come, when men would be lovers of self, covetous,
proud, blasphemous, unthankful, without natural
affection, incontinent, despisers of those who are
good, and “having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof ” (2 Tim. 3:5). How true
are the descriptive adjectives of conditions among
men of the world today, and the latter, “holding
a form of godliness,” of members of the church!
The only remedy or hope is for preachers not to
yield to the pressure of modern demands and the
lure of worldly praise, but to “preach the word”—
“reprove, rebuke, and exhort.” The world may not
hear, but a remnant in the church may be saved.
Deceased

God’s Word
Michael Hatcher

All people everywhere need to recognize that
the New Testament is God’s final, complete, all-sufficient Word. “All scripture is given by inspiration

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly

furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
“According as his divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us
to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3; see also vv. 4-11).
For further study see John 20:30-31, 1 Corinthians
2:9-16, 2 Peter 1:20-21, and Jude 3, along with a
host of others. Since the New Testament is God’s
Word, it must be properly respected. This should
be seen in our thinking (1 Cor. 4:6); speaking (
1 Pet. 4:11); and actions (1 Cor. 1:10). These are t
o be based on God’s Word. T
he Bible also gives us specific instructions relative
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to that Word. We are not to add to it. “Whosoever
transgresseth [goes beyond the bounds], and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God”
(2 John 9). “For I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book,
If any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book” (Rev. 22:18). The next verse goes on to tell
us not to subtract anything from it. “And if any
man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book” (22:19).
And we are not to substitute anything for it. “But
in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men” (Mat. 15:9). That
which we practice or teach in religion must come
from God’s Word!
4852 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola FL 32526

Paul Rebuked Peter
Daniel Denham

It is not uncommon in periods of digression to
hear some justify their beliefs and/or actions upon
the premise that some prominent brother holds
to and/or endorses through fellowship a particular belief and/or practice that is wrong. This form
of defense was made quite frequently on behalf of
Missionary Societies and the mechanical instruments of music by their exponents. It was used by
Premillennialists in the 1920s and 1930s in support of their infidelic positions. The reasoning is
that if brother ‘A’ is prominent and well respected
and endorses a view or practice ‘B’, then brother
‘C’ has authority to hold to or utilize ‘B.’
The problem with this argument is that the
truth of anything does not inhere in the attitude

of mortal beings (period). Truth is objective and
is therefore originative from outside the mind of
mere mortals. Truth emanates from God, who is
True. This lesson is no more forcefully demonstrated than in Galatians 2:11-13, where Paul records by inspiration of God how he “withstood”
even a fellow apostle, Peter, “to the face, because
he was to be blamed.” Peter’s hypocrisy in the case
was not justified, nor justifiable, on the basis—the
subjective basis—that he was prominent and well
respected by others. He was still in opposition to
Acts 10:34-35 all the same! Paul rebuked Peter
“even to the face” despite the latter’s esteemed position in the eyes of many.
607 72nd St; Newport News, VA 23605
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Linda Worley
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

March 10
Ray Pierce
March 17
Fred Stancliff
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
March 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
March 15
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
March 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
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The Two Events of Matthew 24
Jess Whitlock

The message of the Bible can be simply summarized: Someone is coming, Someone has come,
and Someone is coming again! The Word of God
frequently reminds us that Jesus Christ is coming
again (Rev. 1:7; John 14:1-3; 1 John 3:2; Phi. 3:20;
Mark 8:38; 1 The. 5:2; Mat. 16:27; et al). Let us
always remember that no man upon this earth
knows the time of the Lord’s final return! Christ
the Lord said, “But of that day and hour knoweth
no one, not even the angels of heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father only” (Mat. 24:36). If you can
see through a ladder, then you can see that Truth.
The a.d. 70 errorists of our day, along with a host
of false teachers/prophets, cannot see through
that ladder!
Matthew 24 has been perverted by false teachers for multiplied centuries, and continues to be
perverted by false teachers in the 21st century. In
Matthew 24:2, Christ said to His apostles, “verily I

say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone
upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
The apostles could not imagine how such massive
rocks could be moved, except by some cataclysmic
event, so they queried, “Tell us, when shall these
things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world [i.e., age]? (24:3).
Many false prophets take the entirety of Matthew
24 and attempt to apply the passage only to the
second coming of Jesus Christ. Another group of
would-be prophets say the entire chapter is applicable only to the destruction of Jerusalem (and actually make that event to be of more import than
the cross of Christ)! Actually, the Truth, as is so often the case, is found between those two extremes.
Jesus deals first with the destruction of Jerusalem,
and then He closes out the Olivet Discourse with
concise teaching concerning His final return.
Matthew 24:4-34 deals with the destruction

of Jerusalem. Matthew 24:35 going to Matthew
25:46 is concerned with the final coming of the
Son of man. Let your fingers do the walkin’ and let
the Bible do the talkin’ and you will see that Jesus
Christ deals with two specific and separate events
in this section of Holy Writ. If you can discern the
difference between plural and singular usage, then
you can know when Christ switches from the first
subject to the second.
The disciples ask in Matthew 24:3: “Tell us,
when shall these things be?” Verse 6: “these things
must needs come to pass.” Verse 8: “But all these
things are the beginning.” Verse 33: “when ye see
all these things.” Verse 34: “Verily I say unto you,
This generation shall not pass, till [an adverb of
time] all these things be fulfilled.” Are you listening??? How can anyone not see the plural usage in
these verses, all statements made prior to Matthew
24:35?
Now, watch this! In Matthew 24:19 Jesus
warns, “woe unto them that are with child, and to
them that give suck in those days!” Verse 22: “except those days should be shortened, there should
no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days
shall be shortened.” Verse 29: “Immediately after
the tribulation of those days.” To miss the plurality
in these verses, one would be like the blind man,
walking in a dark alley at midnight, looking for a
black cat!
Watch for the contrast! Matthew 24:36

(following on the heels of verse 35), Jesus says,
“But of that day and hour.” Verse 42: “for ye know
not what hour.” Verse 44: “for in such an hour as
ye think not.” Verse 50: “in a day…and in an hour.”
If you know the difference between a plural and
singular use of a word, you now can understand
our Lord deals with two separate events. One
would need professional help to misunderstand
this Truth, and the premillennialists and a.d. 70
errorists of our time stand ready to assist you in
misunderstanding God’s Truth!!!
Christ Jesus stated in clarion tones:
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in the graves [tombs]
shall hear His voice, and shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of damnation [judgment] (John 5:28-29).
Have you never studied about the last day? You
really ought to do so; John 6:39-40, 44, 54; 7:37;
11:24; and 12:48.
When will Christ come again? Only God the
Father knows (Mat. 24:36 and Mark 13:32-35).
The final coming of Christ will be unexpected,
likened to a thief (1 The. 5:2-3). The question is
not are you ready for the destruction of Jerusalem,
rather the question is are you ready for the Lord’s
final return?
270 West Brooks St; Evant, TX 76525

A Defenced City
Roelf Ruffner

For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen
walls against the whole land, against the

kings of Judah, against the princes thereof,
against the priests thereof, and against the
people of the land. And they shall fight

against thee; but they shall not prevail
against thee; for I am with thee, saith the
Lord, to deliver thee (Jer. 1:18-19).
As a Christian and a preacher of the Gospel, I
have always admired the prophet Jeremiah. He was
God’s man in a city and a nation headed for divine
judgment. He suffered much, was persecuted and
knew deep frustration but he never wavered from
his determination to do the will of God. That was
his assignment from his true King.
Likewise, brethren, God has placed us in society headed for divine judgment. The forces of
ungodliness and hedonism are having a field day
in America. The twin evils of religious liberalism

and compromise are wrecking havoc among the
churches of Christ. At times it may seem overwhelming but we must remain “Faithful and
True” (Rev. 19:11).
Like the prophet of 2,600 years ago, we must
be “a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen
walls” against the forces of darkness in our land
with love in our hearts and malice toward none.
We must continue to proclaim the Truth and live
it. Not an easy task among an unbelieving people!
Like Jeremiah, we must realize who we serve and
His promise to us, “and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world” (Mat. 28:20).
11651 246th St; Lawrence, KS 66044

Mark Those Who Cause Divisions
Benjamin Franklin

We have no confidence in men and theories
that have no power except to scatter, tear down,
and destroy. The time has come when brethren
should put their mark upon all this description of
men, we care not what their idol may be, who are
simply prating, whining, complaining, and murmuring among loving disciples gathered by the
labors and sacrifices of other men, but who never
built up a church, healed a difficulty, or promoted
peace any place in their lives.
Nothing is so ridiculous as for such men to go
grumbling round the country, finding fault with
everything, pulling down other men’s labor, and
building up nothing, all the while prating about
progression and reformation. Tremendous progress, that miserable prating, whining, and grumbling that never builds up anything but always
pulls down, catches the sheep and scatters them!
Mighty reformers they, who never reformed any
body since God made them, who never built up

a church or gave any prosperity to the cause, any
place, or did anything more than scatter and devastate! Atheism has done this much, and will do
it again. If men have found any new light worth
anything, and are themselves men of any force, improvement will appear; fruits will follow their labors. But nothing can be more manifest than that
God did not send those men who only spread desolation, who only pull down, scatter and kill, we
care not what their fine theories they propagate,
nor how prettily they may talk. We want men who
will preach the Lord Jesus Christ, who will regard
Him, adore Him, and obey Him, and not set a set
of self-willed men, who idolize their own notions,
and are determined to have them and propagate
them, if the Lord’s name is forgotten, and the
fold scattered asunder. Mercy and peace upon the
Israel of God. Mark them who cause divisions and
contentions.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Linda Worley
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Dick Lambert who passed
away March 13. Please keep Dot and her
family in your prayers.

Wednesday Bible Reading

March 17
Fred Stancliff
March 24
Orville Worley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
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pm.
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Some Thoughts on Consistency: Not Being on
Again/off Again Christians...
Johnny Oxendine

One of our greatest needs is consistency; the
Christian must strive for that in his daily life. We
are exhorted by God to be faithful unto death
(Rev. 2:10), and in the next chapter of the same
book, the Laodiceans are viewed with disdain because of a failure to be consistent in their faith. Are
there some Christians who turn on for a short period of time, but then they quickly turn off again
until someone else comes along and pushes their
button? I am thinking about those Christians
who may attend services only once in a while, get
all fired up, and then go right back into a worldly
pattern of living instead of confessing the Lord
before men (Rom. 10:9-10). This behavior would
certainly cause the Lord to wonder if we were for
Him or not (Mat. 12:30).
How would this affect evangelism and our

ability to influence others? We would have to
consider the difficulty for unbelievers to observe
the pure Christian life in the on again/off again
Christian. Unbelievers watch Christians and evaluate our behavior based upon our own standards
(which we learn from the Scriptures) of right and
wrong. They might be the first to notice whether
we practice what we preach, or if (in some cases to
their liking) we are more like them. If they are going to know God, it will be through His standards
that we exemplify.
If I am an on again/off again Christian, my
behavior is not going to be consistent with those
standards. My speech will not be pure; my lifestyle
may not be pure; perhaps my marriage will be on
the rocks. People will see me as a hypocrite and not
a true Christian. Christians must live as Christians.

How useful can the on again/off again
Paul says we walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7) and that
Christian be to Jesus and the growth of the church
faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom.
if this pattern continues? If he fails to repent he will
10:17). We must know God’s Word and live by it
be like the Laodiceans in Revelation 3:16.
in order to live the life of faith so that we
Jesus said because they were lukewill not be (by God’s standard) an
warm, He would spew them
on again/off again Christian.
35th Annual
out of His mouth and “No
How does this Christian
man, having put his hand to
repair his life? He repents!
Bellview Lectures
the plough, and looking
Paul told all of those who
Back To The Bible
back, is fit for the kingdom
he taught both Jews and
of God” (Luke 9:62). Jesus’
Gentiles to turn to God
June 12 - 16, 2010
message in Matthew 25 is
and do works worthy of rethat the on again/off again
pentance (Acts 26:20). Peter
Christian will find himself with
told Simon the sorcerer to repent
the unfaithful in the final judgment.
when he sinned against God and pray
Let us resolve not to be on again/off again
for forgiveness (8:22). Simon then asked Peter to
Christians. When God pushes our button to “on”
pray for him. On again/off again Christians need
He expects it to stay on and not to give up. If we
to have this attitude as well. We can be forgiven of
turn off, let us repent and turn back on quickly. We
our sins if we ask. God is willing to forgive, if we redo not want to disappoint Him. He has blessed us
pent (2 Pet. 3:9) and He will forgive up to seventy
bountifully!
times seven in one day if our repentance is from
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402
the heart (Mat. 18:22). This is great incentive to
live like a Christian every day.

Rejoicing to Suffer for a “Hate Crime”
Charles Pogue

Recently, in view of the last presidential election, a brother was heard criticizing himself for
expressing his own concerns about the direction
in which the nation is headed. Given the agenda
of the president, and the efforts of the liberal congress, his self criticism seems very unnecessary.
It is a wacky world indeed in which violent
crimes against some persons are regarded as “hate
crimes,” but not when the same violence is committed against others; say one of one’s own race.
However, the present discussion on the matter of

hate crimes is something every Christian should
be concerned about, and should be prepared for
the possibility of suffering for committing one of
these “crimes of hate.”
Last year, President Obama met with a number of leaders of the homosexual movement in
the White House. He pledged to them that by
the time he leaves office he will have fulfilled an
agenda that keeps campaign promises made to
that group of sinners. Part of that agenda is to have
homosexuals awarded minority status, so that not

only any violent crime committed against them
will fall under hate crimes legislation, but even to
speak publicly against the sin of homosexuality
will be a violation of the law.
We must be perfectly clear first of all that
Christians are not to commit violence against any
person, but rather to do good unto all men (Gal.
6:10). We are even to do good to our enemies
(Mat. 5:44; Luke 6:35). Yet, we are to speak as the
oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11), and obey God when
there is a conflict between God’s commands and
man’s laws (Acts 5:29).
Doing good includes warning those who are
in sin to repent and leave it (Col. 1:28; Acts 3:19;
17:30). It could not be more clear throughout all
the Bible that homosexuality is sin (Lev. 18:22;
20:13; Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9). Some have correctly pointed out that Jesus taught against the sin
of homosexuality when He said:
And he answered and said unto them, Have
ye not read, that he which made them at
the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to
his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
(Mat. 19:4-5).
Given these Bible truths, it is incumbent upon the
children of God to preach and teach against the
sin of homosexuality.
Jesus also said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake” (Mat.
5:11). The apostles were ordered not to speak in
the name of Christ, but they obeyed God and did.
When they were persecuted by men for it, they left
the council rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for the name of Christ (Acts
5:41). Paul spoke truly when he wrote to Timothy

that all who will live godly in Christ will suffer the
persecution of men (2 Tim. 3:12).
Unless things change, it is not only possible, it
is likely that the liberal administration and congress will pass laws making it a crime for a Gospel
preacher to stand in a pulpit of the Lord’s church
and preach against the very heinous sin that
brought our nation’s constitution, guaranteeing
both freedom of speech and religion, be trodden
under foot once again, but more importantly, every child of God will have to make a decision. He
or she will have to decide whether or not to suffer
reproach—even do jail time—at the hands of men
or obey God and continue to speak out against
not only this, but against other sins of men.
If this situation should arise, what will you do?
There are far too many of us who have the tendency to rationalize away our God-given responsibility. Some may say they can do no good if they
are in jail, therefore they will keep quiet. Others
may claim they have spoken much against this sin
already and it has done no good, therefore, why
should they suffer at the hands of wicked men for
it?
Moses chose to suffer with the people of God
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin (Heb.
11:25). He did so because he was looking for a
better country. Had he chosen to be called “the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter” he would have lost
that reward. If we choose to hold our peace and
fail to warn men about the sin of homosexuality,
we may enjoy the praise of men for a short season. However, when we stand before God, having
failed Him by refusing to strive against sin (12:4),
we will lose our eternal reward reserved for those
who are willing in these evil days to rejoice because
we suffered for committing a “hate crime”!
12868 Bryant Ln; Rogers, AR 72756
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Linda Worley
Ray Dodd
Nellie Read (Baptist Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)

Wednesday Bible Reading

March 24
Orville Worley
March 31
Carl Ayliffe
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Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
March 24
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 31
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in the auditorium.
April 5
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Saints and the Scriptures
Winfred Clark

As you enter the sacred confines of Nehemiah
8, you find yourself surrounded with people who
have a great attitude toward the Bible. The eighteen verses that make up the chapter are filled with
expressions of that feeling. Look and we will see
some people and their Bibles.
Their Request for the Bible
You do not read this chapter and go away with
the feeling that the Bible was forced on these folks.
They made a request that the book be brought by
Ezra, the scribe, to the place where they were gathered in the street (8:1). They wanted to hear what
was written therein.
Surely this is a wonderful attitude. It is similar to
that which Jesus describes when He says, “Blessed
are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness”
(Mat. 5:6). Such an attitude will take care of most
of the attendance problems that are involved.
Such will also take care of the length of the

sermons or lessons presented. Notice “and he read
therein before the broad place that was before
the water gate from early morning until midday”
(Neh. 8:3). If you go back and read the footnote
you will find out what time the service started
in the morning. If was not a nine, ten, or eleven
o’clock service. It started at daylight.
Their Reverence for the Bible
“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all
the people; (for he was above all the people;) and
when he opened it, all the people stood up” (8:5).
Here is a show of respect and reverence for the
book that contains the will of God. Such reverence will surely be seen in a number of ways. You
note that they were attentive in verse 3. Surely attention is given to that which we respect.
Their Reaction to the Bible
When they learned that they should dwell in
booths in the feast of the seventh month, they

went forth to do that very thing (8:14-16). It did
not matter that their forefathers had not done this
since the day of Joshua. That did not change their
attitude toward the need to do so (8:17-18). They
did not try to cast reflection upon anybody. Their
only desire was to do the will of the Lord themselves. With them it was a matter of personal concern and proper commitment.

Truly, one can say in every respect that what we
find in Nehemiah 8 ought to be man’s attitude toward the Scriptures. May a proper attitude be seen
in our request for the Scriptures, our reverence for
the Scriptures, and our reaction to the Scriptures.
It can be with us today as it was with the people in
Nehemiah’s time.
Deceased

Hearing They Hear Not
Lee Moses

Jesus said of His fellow Jews, “they seeing see
not; and hearing they hear not” (Mat. 13:13). One
could translate this, “While they see, they do not
see; and while they hear, they do not hear.” How
can this be? One either sees or does not see; one
either hears or does not hear. But so many people
with good perceptive abilities fail to use those abilities as God has given them. Thus, it can truly be
said of such people that “hearing they hear not.”
Many Hear There Is a God,
but They Do Not Hear
There are those who hear the Word of God, or
at least hear enough portions of the Word to have
testimony to God’s existence. They have heard:
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth” (Gen. 1:1), which remains the best and only
viable explanation. They have seen with their eyes
evidence of God’s existence:
The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmament sheweth his handywork.
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night

35th Annual Bellview Lectures
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June 12 - 16, 2010

unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no
speech nor language, where their voice is
not heard. Their line is gone out through all
the earth, and their words to the end of the
world (Psa. 19:1-4).
People have the ability to hear and see these
things, they surely do see and hear these things—
yet it as if they never do. They pay no attention, as
a deaf man will pay no attention to the sounding
horn of an automobile rapidly approaching him
They do not live as though they are aware—that
there is a God who is aware of their every move
and every thought.
Many Hear There Will Be a Judgment
Day, but They Do Not Hear
There are those who claim to believe in God,
but continue to stroll leisurely down the pernicious
paths of immorality, selfishness, and man-made religion. They see that all accounts are not settled on
earth. Job asked, “Wherefore do the wicked live,
become old, yea, are mighty in power?” (Job 21:7).
The wicked often remain unpunished throughout
their lives, and are certainly not punished to the
degree they deserve (compare with Rom. 6:23).
But will a just God allow all such wrongs to go unpunished? He most certainly will not. “Shall not

the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25).
He most certainly will. And the Lord has revealed
that He will and how He will:
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God; Who will render to every
man according to his deeds (Rom. 2:5-6).
Revelation’s depiction of the Judgment Day should
serve as a sobering reminder to forsake the paths of
wickedness:
And I saw a great white throne, and him
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away; and there was found
no place for them. And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and
the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man according
to their works. And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake
of fire (20:11-15).
Who can hear such things and not turn from their
wicked ways?
Many Hear There Is Salvation,
but They Do Not Hear
Some wallow in self-loathing, believing they
could never be saved. Others assault what they
believe to be a tyrannical God. But do they not
hear what God says? God has offered salvation
to all: “And he [Jesus Christ] is the propitiation

for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). To receive
a Presidential pardon, one must usually be a personal friend of the President. However, God offers
salvation to His worst human enemies:
But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us. Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him. For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we
shall be saved by his life (Rom. 5:8-10).
Tyrannical? Not remotely. “Then Peter opened
his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God
is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34-35). Anyone can be
saved from his sins and become an heir of eternal
life, if one will hear what God calls him to do. The
Lord has blessed mankind with the capability to
see and hear (compare with Psa. 94:9). He has
blessed mankind with faculties capable of discerning and acting upon the greatest spiritual truths.
Yet, too often, “hearing they hear not.” When God
has revealed to us crucial spiritual truths, yet we
fail to discern and act upon them, the failure lies
with the hearers themselves:
For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes
they have closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their heart,
and should be converted, and I should heal
them (Mat. 13:15).
Let us not close our ears to the most important
things we will ever hear.
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Marion Hodgins (Malcolm Wooton’s
son-in-law’s mother)

New Arrival

Our congratulations is extended to
Paul and Phyllis Brantley in the birth of
their great-granddaughter, Desirea Ann
McLeod, born on March 24 weighing 8.38
pounds and 20.5 inches long.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

March 31
Carl Ayliffe
April 7
Robert Baker

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 5
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Paul’s Wish for False Teachers
Bobby Duncan

“I would they were even cut off which trouble
you.” These are the words penned by the apostle
Paul in Galatians 5:12, and which show the attitude that the apostle had toward those who were
disturbing the church with their false doctrines.
The context reveals that in this case the false doctrine over which the disturbance had arisen was
the doctrine of the essentiality of circumcision.
Paul’s language with reference to these false
teachers is quite strong, but the fact is the translation into English does not come across as strongly
as what Paul actually wrote in the Greek. J. H.
Thayer, in his Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament, says that Paul is saying: “I would that
they (who urge the necessity of circumcision
would not only circumcise themselves, but) would
even mutilate themselves (or cut off their privy
parts).” Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament offers the following: “What he is saying

is simply that they ought to carry their error to its
logical extreme and thereby make evident something which is indubitably clear to him, namely,
that they do not belong to the community of
God” (III:855). In other words, Paul states, figuratively of course, that his wish is that these disturbers of the church be emasculated (castrated). In
fact, the middle voice of the word translated “cut
off ” would have Paul saying, “I wish those who are
troubling you would castrate themselves.”
If this seems unkind, even to wish upon those
who disturb the Lord’s church, let it be remembered that Paul was speaking figuratively, but understand also two very important implications of
such a wish.
In the first place, those who are emasculated
cannot reproduce their own kind. Paul’s language
is the expression of his sincere wish that these
false teachers in the Galatian churches be totally

incapable of producing another single one of their
own kind, i.e., one who believed and taught what
these believed and taught. Shouldn’t this be the
wish of every faithful Christian with reference to
every false teacher?
In the second place, Paul has already shown
that these false teachers, by insisting upon circumcision, were logically obligating themselves to keep

the whole law. But if they were emasculated that
law they were trying to bind upon their brethren
would demand they be severed from the congregation of the Lord (Deu. 23:1). It seems clear that
Paul was expressing his wish that those who teach
false doctrine would sever themselves from the
body of Christ. It is sad when anyone teaches false
doctrine, but it is even sadder when false teachers

Bellview Lectures
Back To The Bible
June 12-16, 2010

We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be twenty-nine
lessons presented—fifteen of those lessons will appear in a paperback book: Back to the Bible—Tim
Cozad, Back to Biblical Authority—Daniel Denham, Back to Biblical Grace—Dub McClish, Back
to Biblical Faith—Charles Pogue, Back to Biblical Repentance—David Brown, Back to Biblical
Confession—Gene Hill, Back to Biblical Baptism—Lynn Parker, Back to Biblical Living—John Rose,
Back to Biblical Music—Michael Hatcher, Back to Biblical Prayer—Lee Moses, Back to the Bible
View of Communion—Ken Chumbley, Back to Biblical Giving—Wayne Blake, Back to Biblical
Preaching—Danny Douglas, Back to the Biblical Organization of the Church—John West, and Back
to the Biblical Work of the Church–Dennis “Skip” Francis.
These fourteen lessons will be presented in the lectures but will not appear in the book: Back to the
Biblical View of God—John Rose, Back to the Biblical View of the Holy Spirit—Daniel Denham,
Back to the Biblical View of Immodesty—John West, Back to Biblical Speaking—Wayne Blake, Back
to Biblical Morality—Dennis “Skip” Francis, Back to Biblical Respect—Tim Cozad, Back to Biblical
Priorities—David Brown, Back to Biblical Attitudes—Danny Douglas, Back to Biblical Fellowship—
Ken Chumbley, Back to Biblical Homes —Gene Hill, Back to Biblical Peace—Lee Moses, Back to
Biblical Warfare—Lynn Parker, Back to Biblical Eschatology—Dub McClish, and Back to Biblical
Translation—Charles Pogue.
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your
reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early. If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please
call or write our office.
Check out our web site at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

insist upon continuing to call themselves members
of the church of Christ. It is in order for all of us to
wish that every false teacher would get out of the
church to teach his false doctrine.
This strong statement by the apostle should
cause some to take a second look at what they like

to call their tolerant attitude toward false teachers
in the church, There is certainly room for differences in matters of opinion; Paul was intolerant of
those who caused disturbance in the church, even
over a matter of opinion. So should we be.
Deceased

The Unique Book
Dub McClish

Unique means one of a kind, having no like or
equal, incomparable. These terms accurately describe the Bible. Consider some of the characteristics that make it unique:
It Alone Is God-Inspired
Other books claim inspiration, but fail miserably under scrutiny. Skeptics have assaulted, defamed, and attempted to destroy the Bible for centuries. It has survived them all as an impregnable
fortress of truth and righteousness. The Bible says
God is its source (“All scripture is given by inspiration of God”—2 Tim. 3:16-17), even to its very
words (1 Cor. 2:13).
It Alone Informs Us of the Origin
of Man and the Universe
Men have written thousands of books and
proffered numerous theories concerning when
and how all things began. If scientists would only
follow their own laws of science, they would offer fewer absurd theories, most of which seem to
be aimed more at denying an obvious First Cause
than accepting facts. The Bible tells us all we can
know about the beginning in its opening majestic phrase, “In the beginning God created” (Gen.
1:1).
It Alone Tells Us the True Purpose of Life
Theories that exclude God as our Creator also
rob life of purpose and meaning. To evolutionists,

we are no more than advanced amoebae or apes,
a mere “accident” of “nature.” Subscribing to the
twins of evolution and atheism fully, Humanists,
in their own words: “can discover no divine
purpose or providence for the human species.”
Accordingly, such folk live only for pleasure in
this life. The Bible states our purpose: “Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man” (Ecc. 12:13).
It Alone Describes Our Eternal Destiny
Apart from the Bible, men are left only to
hopeless speculation about even the possibility of
destiny beyond the grave. The Bible reveals the existence of Heaven, a place of eternal bliss for God’s
people, redeemed by the blood of His Son. It also
reveals the existence of Hell, a place of eternal torment for impenitent and unredeemed sinners.
The destinies of all will be sealed following the
great resurrection and the Judgment (John 5:2829; 2 Cor. 5:10; Mat. 25:31-46).
It Alone Tells Us How to Get to Heaven
No person can come to God, either here or in
Heaven at last, except through Jesus Christ (John
14:6). The Gospel is God’s power to save us from
sin (Rom. 1:16). Those who believe it, are baptized, and faithfully serve Jesus will be saved in
Heaven at last (Mark 16:16; 1 Cor. 15:1-2, 58).
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Marion Hodgins (Malcolm Wooton’s
son-in-law’s mother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 7
Robert Baker
April 14
Henry Born
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
April 12
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.

BEACON

Vol. XXXIX / No. 15
April 12, 2010
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

“Mostly Faithful?”
Lynn Parker

It might be that some have a mighty strange
view of the word faithful. Have you ever heard a
brother described as “mostly faithful,” or a congregation as “fairly faithful”? How about this “he is
pretty faithful—most of the time.”
The Bible records that Moses was faithful (Num.
12:7), as was Timothy (1 Cor. 4:17), and Tychicus
(Eph. 6:21). Jesus used faithful to describe the five
and two talent men who were prepared to give
account to their Lord in a parable: “His lord said
unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set
thee over many things; enter thou into the joy of
thy lord” (Mat. 25:23). Paul, through inspiration,
set forth that “moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2).
Research the word faithful and you will see that it
carries the idea of those who are
trusty…who show themselves faithful in

the transaction of business, the execution of
commands, or the discharge of official duties…one who kept his plighted faith, worthy of trust…that can be relied on (Thayer).
In light of the meaning, how can one be “mostly,
pretty, or fairly” faithful? Either one is or he is not
faithful to God. (Of course we are not arguing for
sinlessness—it must be understood that faithfulness in God’s children is demanded of God—
1 Cor. 4:2. This faithful condition is synonymous
with walking in the light—1 John 1:7—as we humbly bring our hearts and deeds into harmony with
the dictates of heaven.) What ambiguous spiritual
condition is represented by the term “mostly faithful”? Could it be a term employed to represent a
person, or a congregation, that does some, or even
most of what God directs—but not all? Here are
some examples of those who fit in the category of
being “mostly, pretty, or fairly” faithful:

The brother or sister that attends 9 out of 10
Sunday and Wednesday assemblies but forsakes
one “every now and then” for TV, shopping, Boy
Scouts, walk-a-thons, the Super Bowl, vacation,
company at home, or because they are disgruntled
with someone or something in the church, is probably the person some have in mind when they say,

“he is mostly faithful.”
The brother who preaches the truth on the
fundamental matters of salvation, the distinctive
nature of the church, and the errors of denomination, but teaches that baptism makes an adulterous
marriage into a sanctified one, is labeled by some
misguided brethren as “mostly faithful.”

35th Annual Bellview Lectures
Back To The Bible
June 12-16, 2010

We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be twenty-nine
lessons presented—fifteen of those lessons will appear in a paperback book: Back to the Bible—Tim
Cozad, Back to Biblical Authority—Daniel Denham, Back to Biblical Grace—Dub McClish, Back
to Biblical Faith—Charles Pogue, Back to Biblical Repentance—David Brown, Back to Biblical
Confession—Gene Hill, Back to Biblical Baptism—Lynn Parker, Back to Biblical Living—John Rose,
Back to Biblical Music—Michael Hatcher, Back to Biblical Prayer—Lee Moses, Back to the Bible
View of Communion—Ken Chumbley, Back to Biblical Giving—Wayne Blake, Back to Biblical
Preaching—Danny Douglas, Back to the Biblical Organization of the Church—John West, and Back
to the Biblical Work of the Church–Dennis “Skip” Francis.
These fourteen lessons will be presented in the lectures but will not appear in the book: Back to the
Biblical View of God—John Rose, Back to the Biblical View of the Holy Spirit—Daniel Denham,
Back to the Biblical View of Immodesty—John West, Back to Biblical Speaking—Wayne Blake, Back
to Biblical Morality—Dennis “Skip” Francis, Back to Biblical Respect—Tim Cozad, Back to Biblical
Priorities—David Brown, Back to Biblical Attitudes—Danny Douglas, Back to Biblical Fellowship—
Ken Chumbley, Back to Biblical Homes —Gene Hill, Back to Biblical Peace—Lee Moses, Back to
Biblical Warfare—Lynn Parker, Back to Biblical Eschatology—Dub McClish, and Back to Biblical
Translation—Charles Pogue.
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your
reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early. If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please
call or write our office.
Check out our web site at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

A congregation that demands soundness from
its preachers and teachers, refuses to budge an
inch in the face of new and novel doctrines, but
neglects to do what God commanded in the matter of restoring the erring and church discipline is
one that many would call “mostly faithful.”
The “mostly faithful” and “mostly sound” and
“mostly obedient.” They pick and choose when
and where they will obey God. They will all, on
the day of judgment, give answer for the lack of
complete submission to Christ’s will. “Mostly
faithful” sounds “pretty good” until you realize
that the “mostly faithful” will be “mostly lost.”

“Moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man
be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2).
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638

Dinner on the Grounds
and Singing—April 25

There will be a covered-dish meal after the morning service. Afterwards, congregational singing
will be held in the auditorium followed by an
invitation service. The 6:00 pm service will not
be held.

A Sermon Never to Be Forgotten

Throughout the years, I have heard many wonderful sermons which I have forgotten, but one sermon I saw, and it has remained in my heart until
this day. It happened on a Sunday morning when
I was on my way to one of the two small congregations in Munich, Germany on a cold, rainy day in
November.
After I got out of bed, I looked through the
window which was covered with ice ferns. New,
deep snow had fallen during the night, covering
the streets of the city. I tried to decide whether I
should go to worship or stay at home and read my
Bible.
I realized the congregation would miss me, for
I was the only song leader they had. On the other
hand, I would have to walk a half block to catch
the bus to the building. Finally, I decided to go,
but only because I must lead the singing.
While I was riding the bus, I noticed two people trying hard to make their path through the
snow. I recognized the people and knew where
they were going. They were brother and sister

Trollman, a faithful couple who attended every
service. Brother Trollman was a man in his 80s
who had lost his eyesight. His only guidance was
his 75-year old wife, who was lame in one foot.
They lived in a little two-room apartment and
received a little support from the government.
Because they could not afford to ride the bus to
the services which were about three miles away,
they walked the distance every Lord’s Day.
Here I was, sitting in a warm bus, unwilling to
go to worship, forced by my duty as a song leader,
and there, outside in the cold weather, were two
old people, driven by their love for the Lord.
I was not able to do anything but blush—
ashamed of myself and the weak faith and love I
had proven for my Lord. I felt like an evil-doer in
court, being judged by his own conscience. This
old couple, without their knowledge and without
one word, taught me a greater lesson than could
ever be said in words.
Author Unknown (an American Soldier)
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
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Horace Myrick (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 14
Henry Born
April 21
Elward Brantley
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
April 19
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 25
Dinner on the Grounds and Singing
after the morning service.
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The Church Must Properly Assess the
Qualities of Those Who Would Lead...
Johnny Oxendine

One of the most important decisions for a congregation to make would be regarding local leadership. By this we mean those who would serve as
elders. Men who fit the qualifications set forth by
God in Paul’s epistles to Timothy and Titus, along
with the other examples and inferences we find
in the writing from Peter and in the Acts of the
Apostles.
The question we ask today is simple: how can
brethren possibly install unqualified men? What
leads to the disregard for God’s Word in this matter? We do not suggest that it happens all of the
time, but it really should not happen at all—at
least not blatantly. Yet, some are content to place
men with this responsibility knowing (?) that they
are not fulfilling (or capable of fulfilling) the Godpronounced obligations.

Without going back through the qualifications that we should know, let us look at what
might cause congregations (thus we individuals)
to make these decisions. First, all congregations
recognize the need for leadership at the most basic levels. Whether the congregation looks to the
preacher or a group of men, there is a general acceptance that someone must rise to take responsibility for what work is being done and how it is
to be accomplished. The quality of this leadership
is really the luck of the draw, as it depends on who
happens to be there at the time. This may include
power hungry preachers, or men who do not have
biblical knowledge to make the proper decisions
or identify error.
Many congregations are in this very position. What God intends is whatever the current

situation, that situation is to be improved to the
point that elders can be appointed over the congregation. Thankfully we are not left to our own
devices in this process (choosing those we like or
those who have been somewhere a long time),
but rather we have God’s guidance. If we use the
Scriptures we will have qualified men to oversee,
but why doesn’t this happen?

More than we would like to admit we find
ourselves subject to human bias and sometimes
ignorance. Brethren will not know or follow the
Bible, and rush to judgment to be viewed with
some esteem (“we have elders”). We have to look
for men who teach, defend, support, and love the
truth. The church needs men who are hospitable
and willing to sacrifice their time for the souls

35th Annual Bellview Lectures
Back To The Bible
June 12-16, 2010

We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be twenty-nine
lessons presented—fifteen of those lessons will appear in a paperback book: Back to the Bible—Tim
Cozad, Back to Biblical Authority—Daniel Denham, Back to Biblical Grace—Dub McClish, Back
to Biblical Faith—Charles Pogue, Back to Biblical Repentance—David Brown, Back to Biblical
Confession—Gene Hill, Back to Biblical Baptism—Lynn Parker, Back to Biblical Living—John Rose,
Back to Biblical Music—Michael Hatcher, Back to Biblical Prayer—Lee Moses, Back to the Bible
View of Communion—Ken Chumbley, Back to Biblical Giving—Wayne Blake, Back to Biblical
Preaching—Danny Douglas, Back to the Biblical Organization of the Church—John West, and Back
to the Biblical Work of the Church–Dennis “Skip” Francis.
These fourteen lessons will be presented in the lectures but will not appear in the book: Back to the
Biblical View of God—John Rose, Back to the Biblical View of the Holy Spirit—Daniel Denham,
Back to the Biblical View of Immodesty—John West, Back to Biblical Speaking—Wayne Blake, Back
to Biblical Morality—Dennis “Skip” Francis, Back to Biblical Respect—Tim Cozad, Back to Biblical
Priorities—David Brown, Back to Biblical Attitudes—Danny Douglas, Back to Biblical Fellowship—
Ken Chumbley, Back to Biblical Homes —Gene Hill, Back to Biblical Peace—Lee Moses, Back to
Biblical Warfare—Lynn Parker, Back to Biblical Eschatology—Dub McClish, and Back to Biblical
Translation—Charles Pogue.
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your
reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early. If you will be flying to the Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please
call or write our office.
Check out our web site at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

of others. The church needs more men who are
over documents that will put more food on their
aware of doctrinal issues in the brotherhood and
table, but who will pour over the Scriptures in orable to relate those to the congregation in a way
der to bring a soul to salvation?
that is easily understood.
Few are interested in
Dinner
on
the
Grounds
becoming elders because
We need men that will
they do not want to be refend off false teaching
and Singing—April 25
and not worry about be- There will be a covered-dish meal after the morn- sponsible for anyone else
ing a part of the crowd. ing service. Afterwards, congregational singing (those who must give an
Men who are courageous will be held in the auditorium followed by an account to God for those
are needed in the church invitation service. The 6:00 pm service will not they oversee). Members
must be more demandtoday, more than ever.
be held.
ing by using what God
The real worry is that
has given, not what their feelings are, to select men
fewer and fewer are so willing to make this sacrifice. Many will sacrifice time and energy for more
who “desire” such work. May more men be men,
money in the pocket, but who will give the time
and serve the Lord wholly!
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402
and energy necessary to save souls. Many will pour

Finding Time to Read the Bible

Faith only comes as we hear God’s Word (Rom.
10:17). Yet, so many seemingly cannot find time
each day to spend a few minutes in God’s book.
How can we, who preach and teach you, help?
Maybe with a few suggestions as to how you can
find time to read the Bible daily.
Here are a few that have helped me:
1. Carry a Bible in your briefcase, purse, or coat
pocket. No telling when you might have a
few minutes and could read if a Bible were
available.
2. Put a Bible under your pillow or by your bed.
If you cannot sleep, then you can turn the light
on and read awhile.
3. Have a Bible with you while waiting for people
who are not punctual, or for a meeting to start.
Each minute of our time is important.
4. Keep a Bible in your glove box. You may be in a
traffic jam or be stuck waiting for someone.
5. Never go on a trip by plane, bus, or train

without a Bible. Reading is worth more to you
than just staring out the window.
6. Take a Bible along with you to the doctor’s or
dentist’s office. Why be stuck with what the office has to read?
7. Never forget that reading is a command of God
(Col. 4:16).
Time is precious. Do not waste it, when reading daily from God’s book is so important. If
you can read just 30 minutes a day, at the end of
the year you will have spent the equivalent of 22
8-hour days in reading. You will be on your way to
being an expert.
One magazine article I recently read told of a
man who read Gibbon’s immortal The Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire in intervals while waiting for his wife to go out for dinner. Do not waste
time. Find a way to read God’s Word each day. The
time is there if our desire is great enough.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Lee Hammac
Horace Myrick
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 21
Elward Brantley
April 28
Paul Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 25
Dinner on the Grounds and Singing
after the morning service.
April 26
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

Urgency in Obedience
Lynn Parker

I can remember pleading, over a period of
months, with an elderly gentleman in Oklahoma
to obey the Gospel and live his remaining years as
a Christian. He never did. This year brought the
tragic news of his death—a trip into eternity apart
from Jesus Christ. This scene is repeated over and
over, with untold numbers who know the Gospel
but delay obedience.
Perhaps you are in this situation now, or you
know someone who is. There are a myriad of divine exhortations that speak directly to the heart
of procrastination. Consider these carefully. The
Bible teaches that life is short and uncertain.
James writes, “Whereas ye know not what shall be
on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away” (Jam. 4:14). The Psalmist compares our short earthly stay to “a tale that is told”
(Psa. 90:9), and reminds us that our days are soon

spent and “we fly away” (90:10). The cemeteries
around the land are filled with those who thought
they had more time. Plans for tomorrow, or next
year, are subject to sudden cancellation for tomorrow’s sunrise may see “just a grave in the vale and
a memory of me.” Would you continue to walk
apart from God in view of the fact that you do not
know or control the events of the future? Another
sobering consequence of delay is that the heart
becomes hardened toward the Lord’s invitation
as time passes. Because of this, the Hebrews writer
warned, “But exhort one another daily, while it is
called To day; lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:13). As long as
Satan can cause you to procrastinate just one more
day, he will win.
The countless pleadings of loved ones, the frank
Gospel sermons, and the Lord’s invitation eventually fall on deaf ears when one allows the tempter

to continue dominating his life. To those walking
in sin, we remind: “behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor.
6:2). Yes, your heart can become hardened to the
point that the Gospel will not penetrate!
Finally, to delay your obedience to Christ is
downright foolish in view of a certain judgment
day to come. There remains for us all a great appointment we cannot avoid (Heb. 9:27). We will
all stand before the Lord to receive just recompense (2 Cor. 5:10). Divine vengeance will fall on
those who “obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (2 The. 1:8). These will be eternally separated from the Lord, and eternally punished (1:9).
If your smoke alarm in the hall starts blaring, you
arise from bed and smell smoke and feel the heat
of the flames, a neighbor yells, “your house is on

fire,” what one of us would be so foolish as to lay
back down for a little more sleep? For you to hear
the words of the Lord warning you to flee the fires
of hell, and then continue on with your daily routine, without urgent attention and action to save
your soul—this is the epitome and extreme of
irrationality.
Why not obey the Gospel today? This very
hour? Be a member of the only church for which
Jesus died—the church you read of in the New
Testament—the church of Christ (Rom. 16:16).
If you have been baptized into Christ but have
since lived in error and neglect, is it not past time
for you to come home? As one hymn reminds us:
“there’s danger and death in delay!”
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making
your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your
motel reservations early. If you will be flying to the
Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please call or write our office.
Books
The lectureship book, Back To The Bible, may
be purchased at the price of $3 (plus $3 per book
for postage). The book will contain 15 chapters.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2010) will be available on
CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for postage). The CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2009), Beacon (1972, 1974-2009), and other material. If you have a previous CD contact our
office for the cost of an update.
Videos on the Internet
The lessons will be broadcast live on the
Internet. All of the lessons will be archived and
available for viewing on our lectures web page after
the lessons are presented.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

The Teacher’s Love

Though I have all the Elmer’s Glue and sissors
and have read the lesson five times, and have not
love, I am not a teacher.
And though I have all the construction paper,
glitter, and Bible posters, puzzles, and unit activities and have been in a special planning session and
have not love, I am not a teacher.
If I have read all the books that men have written about teaching, but have not love for teaching,
I am not a teacher.
And if I understand the use of all visual aids
and if I have all the energy as to make a new poster
every week, but have not love for teaching, I am
not a teacher.
If I use all that I have, give all my time to decorating my classroom, but have not love for teaching,

my students have profited nothing.
Where there be magic markers…they shall dry
up.
Where there be chalk and blackboards…they
shall crumble.
Where there be printed literature…it shall
fade.
When I was a child, I spoke and understood
and thought like a child. When I became a teacher, I put away childish things, but I did not forget
what it was like to be a child.
And now abides the teacher’s knowledge, the
teacher’s aids, and the teacher’s love; and the greatest of these is the teacher’s love.
Author Unknown

2010 Bellview Lectureship Book Order Form

Please send the following:
Date: ________________________		
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $3.00			
____ copies of Preaching From The Minor Prophets (2009) @ $18.00		
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $15.00			
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @$12.00			
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @$5.00			
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2010) (PDF format) @ $86.75			
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			
Postage/Handling ($3.00 per Book):
				
Total:
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

Total Price
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Lee Hammac
Horace Myrick
Alma Worley (Orville Worley’s mother)
Spence Worley (Hospice Care, Orville
Worley’s brother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)

Wednesday Bible Reading

April 28
Paul Brantley
May 5
Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
May 3
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
May 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

Is The Bible Your Daily Companion?
Danny Douglas

Are Job, Moses, and Elijah your friends? What
about David, Daniel, Isaiah, Paul, and John? What
a joy to walk among the greatest men and women
who have ever lived, such as Abraham, Sarah, Mary
Magdalene, Peter, and James! Yes, indeed, we can
be in company with these outstanding Bible characters everyday by obeying the God of the Bible
and following Divine principles. By studying their
lives and applying the Word of God by which they
lived, we can constantly be in their company. The
eye of faith will enrich our lives and make us a spiritual people if we stand on the Source of Faith, the
Word of God: “So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).
We walk with the Lord when we walk according to His truth: “For he hath said, I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Living
and loving the Grand Old Scriptures will be a
constant source of joy, as it was to Jeremiah: “Thy

words were found, and I did eat them; and thy
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart: for I am called by thy name, O Lord God
of hosts” (Jer. 15:16).
Timely Advice
If you are impatient, sit down quietly
and talk with Job.
If you are just a little strong-headed, go
and see Moses.
If you are getting weak-kneed, take a
good look at Elijah.
If there is no song in your heart, listen
to David.
If you are a policy man, read Daniel.
If you are getting sordid, spend a while
with Isaiah.
If you feel chilly, get the beloved disciple
to put his arm around you.
If your faith is below par, read Paul.

If you are getting lazy, watch James.
If you are losing sight of the future,
climb up the stairs of Revelation
and get a glimpse of the promised
land.
Author Unknown
Why is the Bible so powerful? The answer
is simple: “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

correction, for instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
704 Azalea Dr; Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

If you have questions for the open
forums please send them by email to
mhatcher@gmail.com

A Letter from Preacher Jones

Attendance at church last Sunday was mighty
poor. I don’t reckon I oughta grumble cause I had
a bunch of sick members and when you add to
that all the shut-ins, we don’t have a site of pew fillers. So I went ahead and preached to what I had.
Only thing was the echo in the near empty church

building hurt my ears. My madam said I needed to
get out and ride awhile and let the fresh air clear
my head. It done the trick. Our little rain not only
cleared my head, it made me feel right good inside.
What I saw made me rejoice. I saw miracle after
miracle.

2010 Bellview Lectureship Book Order Form

Please send the following:
Date: ________________________		
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $3.00			
____ copies of Preaching From The Minor Prophets (2009) @ $18.00		
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $15.00			
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @$12.00			
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @$5.00			
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2010) (PDF format) @ $86.75			
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			
Postage/Handling ($3.00 per Book):
				
Total:
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

Total Price
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

Ole Hezekia who had been deathly sick that
very morning had roused up and was riding down
the highway with his fishing poles. No, nothing
but a miracle could have rescued old Hez from the
jaws of death in such a short time.
Now there was Rufe’s brother. Rufe told me
Sunday morning that his brother’s back was in
such a foul shape that they was afraid a operation
was gonna be necessary. Well, we remembered
him in our prayers and Lo, and Behold at 2:00
o’clock, there he stood at the driving range hitting
golf balls. If that wasn’t a quick recovery, I don’t
know what is.
All told, about 20 of our sick folks had roused
up and was taking nourishment in one form or another. But what really made me happy was to see so
many of our “shut-ins” out riding around and enjoying the world. Hezekia’s paw, who don’t attend

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

church cause he can’t stand crowds was headed
for the drag races. Sister Nell’s mama who was too
weak to get outa the house was in town shopping.
Ellie Nickelsinger’s sister, who can’t come on account of her kidney, stood in line two hours to get
into the show. It was a show about “The Miracle
Worker.” I thought it was right appropriate, seeing
as how a miracle had happened to her.
Yes sir, it thrilled my heart to see what I saw. I
oughta have a packed house next Sunday with all
the sick folks being healed and the shut-ins being
set free. I just hope they don’t overdo themselves before next Sunday and have a relapse. I gotta go now
and play with my smallest youngun. He is gonna
be the farmer and I’m gonna be the goat. Tin cans
will be easy to eat after what I’ve swallowed.
Author Unknown

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you
are attending the Bellview Lectures when making
your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your
motel reservations early. If you will be flying to the
Pensacola Regional Airport and will need transportation, please call or write our office.
Books
The lectureship book, Back To The Bible, may
be purchased at the price of $3 (plus $3 per book
for postage). The book will contain 15 chapters.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2010) will be available on
CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for postage). The CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2009), Beacon (1972, 1974-2009), and other material. If you have a previous CD contact our
office for the cost of an update.
Videos on the Internet
The lessons will be broadcast live on the
Internet. All of the lessons will be archived and
available for viewing on our lectures web page after
the lessons are presented.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Lee Hammac
Lannette Williams
Horace Myrick
Alma Worley (Orville Worley’s mother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Orville Worley in the death of his brother,
Spence Worley, who passed away on April
29. Please keep Orville and his family in
your prayers.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

May 5
Bill Busch
May 12
Bill Crowe

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
May 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm, in room 7.
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Sunday:
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Bishops:
Minister:
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Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

“I Can’t” or “I Won’t”

Moses stuttered. David’s armor didn’t fit. John
Mark was a young man, rejected by the apostle Paul
at one point. Hoses’ wife was a prostitute. Amos’
only training was in fig tree pruning. Solomon was
too rich. Naomi was too poor. Abraham was too
old. David was too young. Timothy had stomach
trouble. Peter was afraid. Lazarus was dead. Paul
was involved with hate crimes. Moses killed a
man. Jonah ran from God. Gideon and Thomas
both doubted. Jeremiah was depressed. Elijah
was “burned out.” John the Baptist was blunt.
Martha was a worry-wart. Samson had unusually
long hair. Moses had a short fuse, and so did Peter,
Paul, and lots of other people we read about in the
Scriptures.
God doesn’t require a job interview. He does
not hire and fire like most bosses, because He is
not the boss—He is the Father. God does not look
at the bottom line of financial profit or loss. He is
not prejudiced or partial, not deaf to our cry nor
blind to our need.

As much as we try to think otherwise, God’s
gifts are free. We just need to be obedient and
accept them. We could—and maybe do—do
wonderful things for wonderful people, and still
we may not be wonderful or perfect. Satan says,
“You’re not worthy,” and he is right. He looks
back and sees our mistakes, but God looks back
and sees a cross on which His Son gave His life to
cover our mistakes. God does not calculate what
we did, He has forgiven every sin of which we have
repented, and the wrong is not even on the record
any longer.
There are lots of reasons why God should not
want us. There are plenty of times we think we are
justified in saying we cannot do what He wants us
to do. But He will make us qualified to do what
He wants us to do. And if we love Him enough to
say, “I will,” He will use us in spite of who we are,
what we have done, where we have been, or what
we look like.
Author Unknown

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you are
attending the Bellview Lectures when making your
reservations.
Books
The lectureship book, Back To The Bible, may
be purchased at the price of $3 (plus $3 per book
for postage). The book will contain 15 chapters.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,

1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2010) will be available on
CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for postage). The CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2009), Beacon (1972, 1974-2009), and other material. If you have a previous CD contact our
office for the cost of an update.
Videos on the Internet
The lessons will be broadcast live on the
Internet. All of the lessons will be archived and
available for viewing on our lectures web page after
the lessons are presented.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.

Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form

Please send the following:
Date: ________________________		
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $3.00			
____ copies of Preaching From The Minor Prophets (2009) @ $18.00		
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $15.00			
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @$12.00			
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @$5.00			
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2010) (PDF format) @ $86.75			
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			
Postage/Handling ($3.00 per Book):
				
Total:
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

Total Price
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

		

		

		
		

		

		
		

		
		

		

		
		

		
		

		

		
		

		

		

		
		

		

		

		

Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010

Saturday, June 12
7:00 pm Back To The Bible
Tim Cozad
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Authority		
Daniel Denham

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

Sunday, June 13
9:00 am Back To The Biblical Music		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Back To Biblical Living
John Rose
		 Lunch Break
2:00 pm Back To Biblical Preaching		
Danny Douglas
3:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Communion
Ken Chumbley
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To Biblical Grace Dub McClish
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Faith Charles Pogue

Tuesday, June 15
9:00 am Back To Biblical Morality		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am Back To Biblical Giving Wayne Blake
11:00 am Back To Biblical Respect Tim Cozad
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Translation		
Charles Pogue
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Fellowship		
Ken Chumbley
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Organization		
Of The Church
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Confession		
Gene Hill

Monday, June 14
9:00 am Back To Biblical Prayer
Lee Moses
10:00 am Back To Biblical Attitudes		
Danny Douglas
11:00 am Back To Biblical Speaking		
Wayne Blake
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Warfare Lynn Parker
2:30 pm Back To The Biblical View Of		
The Holy Spirit
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Immodesty
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Repentance		
David Brown

Wednesday, June 16
9:00 am Back To Biblical Eschatology		
Dub McClish
10:00 am Back To The Biblical View Of God		
John Rose
11:00 am Back To Biblical Homes
Gene Hill
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Peace
Lee Moses
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Priorities		
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Work Of The
Church
Dennis “Skip” Francis
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Baptism		
Lynn Parker

This year’s lectureship will be broadcast live on the Internet. Go to the lectures web page for the
link: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php. If you have a question for the open forums send an
email to: mhatcher@gmail.com.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd
Horace Myrick
Lannette Williams
Alma Worley (Orville Worley’s mother)
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)

Wednesday Bible Reading

May 12
Bill Crowe
May 19
Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
May 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
May 17
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
May 24
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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May 17, 2010
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

Choose Wisely
Paul Vaughn

Throughout life everyone is confronted with
making thousands of choices. These choices will
range from the very simple choice of what one has
for lunch, to the very complex choice of choosing
a vacation or one’s life companion.
The most important choice anyone will ever
make is to whom they will serve. All people are
serving someone. Some people choose to serve
Jesus, while most choose to serve the devil. The
choice to serve Satan can be a direct choice or it
can be indirect by not choosing to serve the Lord.
No one can be neutral or escape from making a
choice. Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against
me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth
abroad” (Mat. 12:30). One cannot live for the devil and serve the Lord. A conscience decision must
be made to serve Christ Jesus. It is written:
No man can serve two masters: for either
he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the

other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon
(6:24).
Joshua was a great man of God. He chose to
follow the Lord and lead his family in the heavenly
direction. He said:
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will
serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land ye dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord (Jos. 24:15).
The apostle Paul made the very same discussion in
following the Lord. He said, “For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain” (Phi. 1:21). Paul chose
to live daily for the Lord.
Jesus has given all mankind the choice to make,
to follow Him or the devil. It is man’s responsibility to choose. The choice is yours. Choose wisely.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Bellview Lectures Information

Books
The lectureship book, Back To The Bible, may
be purchased at the price of $3 (plus $3 per book
for postage). The book will contain 15 chapters.
Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps
additional copies for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976,
1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2010) will be available on
CD in Adobe PDF for $85 (plus $1.75 for postage). The CD also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2009), Beacon (1972, 1974-2009), and other material. If you have a previous CD contact our
office for the cost of an update.
Videos on the Internet
The lessons will be broadcast live on the

Internet. All of the lessons will be archived and
available for viewing on our lectures web page after
the lessons are presented.
Housing
The Ramada (7051 Pensacola Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32505) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not
included) is $55—1 to 2 people per room. Their
phone number is 850/476-9091. Tell them you are
attending the Bellview Lectures when making your
reservations.
Meals
The women of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch Monday – Wednesday.
For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be
available at the registration tables.

Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form

Please send the following:
Date: ________________________		
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $3.00			
____ copies of Preaching From The Minor Prophets (2009) @ $18.00		
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $15.00			
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @$12.00			
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @$5.00			
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2010) (PDF format) @ $86.75			
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			
Postage/Handling ($3.00 per Book):
				
Total:
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

Total Price
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

		

		

		
		

		

		
		

		
		

		

		
		

		
		

		

		
		

		

		

		
		

		

		

		

Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010

Saturday, June 12
7:00 pm Back To The Bible
Tim Cozad
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Authority		
Daniel Denham

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

Sunday, June 13
9:00 am Back To The Biblical Music		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Back To Biblical Living
John Rose
		 Lunch Break
2:00 pm Back To Biblical Preaching		
Danny Douglas
3:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Communion
Ken Chumbley
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To Biblical Grace Dub McClish
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Faith Charles Pogue

Tuesday, June 15
9:00 am Back To Biblical Morality		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am Back To Biblical Giving Wayne Blake
11:00 am Back To Biblical Warfare Lynn Parker
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Translation		
Charles Pogue
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Fellowship		
Ken Chumbley
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Organization		
Of The Church
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Confession		
Gene Hill

Monday, June 14
9:00 am Back To Biblical Prayer
Lee Moses
10:00 am Back To Biblical Attitudes		
Danny Douglas
11:00 am Back To Biblical Speaking		
Wayne Blake
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Respect Tim Cozad
2:30 pm Back To The Biblical View Of		
The Holy Spirit
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Immodesty
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Repentance		
David Brown

Wednesday, June 16
9:00 am Back To Biblical Eschatology		
Dub McClish
10:00 am Back To The Biblical View Of God		
John Rose
11:00 am Back To Biblical Homes
Gene Hill
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Peace
Lee Moses
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Priorities		
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Work Of The
Church
Dennis “Skip” Francis
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Baptism		
Lynn Parker

This year’s lectureship will be broadcast live on the Internet. Go to the lectures web page for the
link: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php. If you have a question for the open forums send an
email to: mhatcher@gmail.com.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Lannette Williams
Horace Myrick
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Pat Kelley (Pam Busch’s uncle)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Orville Worley in the death of his mother, Alma Worley, on May 13. Please keep
Orville and his family in your prayers.

Prayers

Dale Cunningham responded on May
17 asking for prayers of encouragement.
Please keep Dale in your prayers.

Wednesday Bible Reading

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

May 26
Ray Dodd

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
May 24
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.

BEACON

Vol. XXXIX / No. 21
May 24, 2010
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

The Call for Unity Today Is a Call for the
Acceptance of Error (and Fellowship)
Johnny Oxendine

The subject of unity in the church has a history
that is often storied and newly bent to the needs
of the deceitful liberal movements. Often references are made to the plea for unity by Thomas
Campbell. In his “Declaration and Address,” from
which the greatest modern plea for religious unity
has ever been made, Campbell states that in order
to have religious unity, men must abandon all humanly divided religious organizations, all humanly created creeds and articles of faith, all human
innovations and opinions, all human rites for entrance into the church, all human doctrines, teachings, and practices resulting in religious division;
and unite upon the truth that the New Testament
is the sole authority for organization and practice
for Christians living the Christian life; and upon
the truth that the New Testament contains the

sole constitution that we must follow in regard to
the worship, practice, and terms of entrance of the
Church; and upon the truth that nothing should
be taught or practiced but that which is found
within the New Testament as authorized by Jesus
or His apostles. This is where misguided liberal
unity in diversity ideology comes from.
Unity must come from adherence to Scripture.
When we preach on areas that involve church doctrine and practice, let us provide scriptural support
for our teaching and let us demand of our listeners
that we give it (Acts 17:11). Let us make plain the
Bible teaching so that the listener understands it is
not our own personal thoughts being spoken, but
simply what is found within the Scriptures. Let us
call resoundingly for our denominational friends
to leave their humanly devised organizations,

names, practices, and doctrines and unite solely
upon what is authorized in the New Testament.
Let us continue to keep our defenses (contending for the faith) of the Gospel up and not to allow “blind eye” brethren to engage in fellowships
with false doctrines and teachers unexposed (Eph.
5:11). Let us have the humility not to insert our
own personal pride into situations where those
who are weaker in the faith need instruction and
encouragement so as not to exacerbate their weaknesses (Rom. 15:1ff ). Let us include within each
and every invitation that we make the need for the
faithful Christian to remain united upon the firm
foundation of the Gospel (2 Tim. 2:19). If we do
these things in the sermons we preach, we can revive the plea for unity.
Congregations should demand preachers who

preach Scripture-filled sermons and who rely
upon the Bible and the Bible alone as the sole basis for their preaching (Acts 20:28). Leaderships
should instruct members to expect plain Bible
teaching from the pulpit and in Bible classes.
Congregations should develop programs that encourage all the members of the local church to invite their denominational friends to leave the divisive nature of denominationalism and unite upon
the one true pattern of doctrine as found within
the New Testament (Rom. 6:17). Elders, especially, should reiterate the message of unity within
the church upon every occasion and opportunity
that they have and let the local congregation know
what its mission is in that regard. These are things
that will revive us unto unity.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402
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Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________		
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $3.00			
____ copies of Preaching From The Minor Prophets (2009) @ $18.00		
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $15.00			
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @$12.00			
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @$5.00			
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2010) (PDF format) @ $86.75			
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			
Postage/Handling ($3.00 per Book):
				
Total:
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

		

		
		

		

		
		

		

		

		
		

		

		

		

Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010

Saturday, June 12
7:00 pm Back To The Bible
Tim Cozad
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Authority		
Daniel Denham

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

Sunday, June 13
9:00 am Back To The Biblical Music		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Back To Biblical Living
John Rose
		 Lunch Break
2:00 pm Back To Biblical Preaching		
Danny Douglas
3:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Communion
Ken Chumbley
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To Biblical Grace Dub McClish
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Faith Charles Pogue

Tuesday, June 15
9:00 am Back To Biblical Morality		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am Back To Biblical Giving Wayne Blake
11:00 am Back To Biblical Warfare Lynn Parker
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Translation		
Charles Pogue
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Fellowship		
Ken Chumbley
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Organization		
Of The Church
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Confession		
Gene Hill

Monday, June 14
9:00 am Back To Biblical Prayer
Lee Moses
10:00 am Back To Biblical Attitudes		
Danny Douglas
11:00 am Back To Biblical Speaking		
Wayne Blake
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Respect Tim Cozad
2:30 pm Back To The Biblical View Of		
The Holy Spirit
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Immodesty
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Repentance		
David Brown

Wednesday, June 16
9:00 am Back To Biblical Eschatology		
Dub McClish
10:00 am Back To The Biblical View Of God		
John Rose
11:00 am Back To Biblical Homes
Gene Hill
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Peace
Lee Moses
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Priorities		
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Work Of The
Church
Dennis “Skip” Francis
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Baptism		
Lynn Parker

This year’s lectureship will be broadcast live on the Internet. Go to the lectures web page for the
link: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php. If you have a question for the open forums send an
email to: mhatcher@gmail.com.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher
Marge Williams
Cary & Linda Parks Dot Lambert
Malcolm Wooton
Charles Williams
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd
Debbie Dawson
Nellie Read
Lannette Williams
Horace Myrick
Lucille Staples
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Pat Kelley (Pam Busch’s uncle)
Bill Gillespie (Ashley Brower’s uncle)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)

Wednesday Bible Reading

May 26
Ray Dodd
June 2
Ray Foshee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
May 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
June 6
Pre-lectureship meeting after the evening service, in room 1. All members
of the congregation are encouraged to
attend.
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A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

You Are Not Alone
Tim Smith

Have you ever had a bad day? How about a bad
week? Month? Year? At what point does a periodic “slump” become the norm? Should Christians
ever be depressed? What can we do to overcome
difficulties over which we have no real control but
which bear directly on our lives and contentedness
and happiness? Now, you might think that I am
about to answer each of these pressing questions
and thereby solve the problems millions suffer
from every day, but you would be wrong in that.
Whereas I do believe in the power of prayer, and
I understand and daily benefit from the value of
Bible Study, and further I appreciate the value of
Christian friends and the ever present “etc.,” I also
know that sometimes when we have exhausted
every available avenue (at least of which we are
aware) our troubles are still there—and we still
hurt—and we wonder how much more we can
take…and…and…and…

In other articles I have addressed various means
of dealing with trouble, and Lord willing I shall
again; but in this article I merely want to point
out that if you have studied and prayed and talked
to Christian friends and thought and meditated
and have done everything you know to do and
still hurt: you are not alone. Other Christians are
experiencing what you now are. More: Jesus and
Paul both experienced anxiety—Jesus once said, “I
have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I
straitened till it be accomplished!” (Luke 12:50).
Paul wrote of his perils and on one occasion said,
“Beside those things that are without, that which
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches” (2 Cor. 11:28). Remember the great remorse
Peter felt at having betrayed the Lord? And how
about Paul’s personal assessment that he was a
logical impossibility—less than the least of the
apostles? Was it the fault of Jesus that He had to

face the cross? No. Had He done anything wrong?
Again, no. Yet, did that lessen the anguish He felt?
No. And what about Paul? Did not he do a great
amount of good? Would he not properly be classified as a successful apostle and Christian? I think
so. Yet, still he knew pain. And Peter—what shall
we say of him?
All three of these (and we could list others)
knew great pain here—seemingly to the very end
of their earthly sojourn; yet they all (and again
others like them) went on to the heavenly rest that
awaits the faithful. I do not know why certain people have to bear so much grief, but I do know that
when they get to heaven God will make it all go
away. I do not know why some have to live with
a broken heart, but I do know that when they get
to heaven God will heal it. I do not know why a

lot of things happen, but I do know that my duty,
whether I feel good or hurt terribly, is to do the
will of God all of my life and trust Him to take
care of the rest of it after-a-while.
One of the beauties of the eternal City of the
Saved is that there will be nothing at all there that
offends or causes the least grief. One of the difficulties of life is that we cannot go to heaven until it is over. If you are hurting: study the Bible,
pray, attend the services of the Lord’s Church in
your community, talk to those who want to help
you—but above all else, be faithful to the Lord.
He knows what you are going through. He wants
to help you. He invites you to come to Him for
that help (cf. Mat. 11:28-30). May God bless you
as you study and obey His Word.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301
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Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________		
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $3.00			
____ copies of Preaching From The Minor Prophets (2009) @ $18.00		
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $15.00			
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @$12.00			
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $12.00		
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00			
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @$5.00			
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2010) (PDF format) @ $86.75			
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			
Postage/Handling ($3.00 per Book):
				
Total:
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

		

		
		

		

		
		

		

		

		
		

		

		

		

Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010

Saturday, June 12
7:00 pm Back To The Bible
Tim Cozad
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Authority		
Daniel Denham

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

Sunday, June 13
9:00 am Back To The Biblical Music		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Back To Biblical Living
John Rose
		 Lunch Break
2:00 pm Back To Biblical Preaching		
Danny Douglas
3:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Communion
Ken Chumbley
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To Biblical Grace Dub McClish
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Faith Charles Pogue

Tuesday, June 15
9:00 am Back To Biblical Morality		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am Back To Biblical Giving Wayne Blake
11:00 am Back To Biblical Warfare Lynn Parker
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Translation		
Charles Pogue
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Fellowship		
Ken Chumbley
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Organization		
Of The Church
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Confession		
Gene Hill

Monday, June 14
9:00 am Back To Biblical Prayer
Lee Moses
10:00 am Back To Biblical Attitudes		
Danny Douglas
11:00 am Back To Biblical Speaking		
Wayne Blake
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Respect Tim Cozad
2:30 pm Back To The Biblical View Of		
The Holy Spirit
Daniel Denham
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Immodesty
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Repentance		
David Brown

Wednesday, June 16
9:00 am Back To Biblical Eschatology		
Dub McClish
10:00 am Back To The Biblical View Of God		
John Rose
11:00 am Back To Biblical Homes
Gene Hill
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Peace
Lee Moses
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Priorities		
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Work Of The
Church
Dennis “Skip” Francis
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Baptism		
Lynn Parker

This year’s lectureship will be broadcast live on the Internet. Go to the lectures web page for the
link: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php. If you have a question for the open forums send an
email to: mhatcher@gmail.com.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Ray Dodd
Marge Williams
Debbie Dawson
Cary & Linda Parks Nellie Read
Dot Lambert
Lannette Williams
Malcolm Wooton Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Lucille Staples
Marilyn Hall
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Robert Warr (Terri Myrick’s uncle)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Bill Gillespie (Ashley Brower’s uncle)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)

Wednesday Bible Reading

June 2
Ray Foshee
June 9
Andrew Hatcher

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

June 6
Pre-lectureship meeting after the evening service, in room 1. All members
of the congregation are encouraged to
attend.
June 7
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
June 12-16
35th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme - Back To The Bible.
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4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

Nothing Says “Love” Like God’s Grace:
Appreciating What the Lord Offers
Johnny Oxendine

In Romans 5 the apostle Paul, under the inspiration of God, writes something that cannot be
discounted nor underestimated:
For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: for peradventure for the good man
some one would even dare to die. But God
commendeth his own love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us (5:7-8).
These words help give us an even clearer understanding of God’s love (which the Scriptures
abundantly affirm). When we were undeserving
of anything from God, He, through the sacrifice
of His Son, provided a means of forgiveness and
reconciliation:
For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth on him should not perish, but
have eternal life (John 3:16).
Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of
God through him. For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through
the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life;
and not only so, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation (Rom. 5:9-11).
With this in mind, our actions (manner of life)
as Christians should always reflect an awareness
and appreciation of the price paid for our transgressions. We should see the necessity of self-sacrifice, emulating the life and character of our Savior:

For hereunto were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow his steps (1 Pet.
2:21).
God loves us, and is doing everything possible
(daily) to help us stay on the path of righteousness
that will guide us toward eternal life (just as earlier He did all necessary for us to become His children). All that is required is our unwavering commitment to His Word (an obedience that exhibits
our faithfulness). This can be accomplished in several ways, but a regular reading of the Scriptures,
consistent attendance to the worship services and
Bible classes, constant fellowship with other faithful brethren, an active prayer life, and an abiding
relationship with the Lord will do much to keep

us on the strait and narrow path.
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
who is in heaven (Mat. 7:21).
What more could be asked of the wonderful
creator of the heavens and earth? He who provides
all that we need for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3),
forgives our sins upon repentance, is always there
to help us in a time of need (Heb. 4:16), and will
never forsake us, but rather will be with us always
(Mat. 28:20).
Let us do all that we can to be pleasing to the
Lord. His grace is more than sufficient for us, but
we must never take it for granted.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402
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Back To The Bible
June 12 - 16, 2010

Saturday, June 12
7:00 pm Back To The Bible
Tim Cozad
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Authority		
Gary Summers

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

Sunday, June 13
9:00 am Back To The Biblical Music		
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Back To Biblical Living
John Rose
		 Lunch Break
2:00 pm Back To Biblical Preaching		
Danny Douglas
3:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Communion
Ken Chumbley
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To Biblical Grace Dub McClish
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Faith Charles Pogue

Tuesday, June 15
9:00 am Back To Biblical Morality		
Dennis “Skip” Francis
10:00 am Back To Biblical Giving Wayne Blake
11:00 am Back To Biblical Warfare Lynn Parker
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Translation		
Charles Pogue
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Fellowship		
Ken Chumbley
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Organization		
Of The Church
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Confession		
Gene Hill

Monday, June 14
9:00 am Back To Biblical Prayer
Lee Moses
10:00 am Back To Biblical Attitudes		
Danny Douglas
11:00 am Back To Biblical Speaking		
Wayne Blake
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Respect Tim Cozad
2:30 pm Back To The Biblical View Of		
The Holy Spirit
Michael Hatcher
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical View Of
Immodesty
John West
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Repentance		
David Brown

Wednesday, June 16
9:00 am Back To Biblical Eschatology		
Dub McClish
10:00 am Back To The Biblical View Of God		
John Rose
11:00 am Back To Biblical Homes
Gene Hill
		 Lunch Break
1:30 pm Back To Biblical Peace
Lee Moses
2:30 pm Back To Biblical Priorities		
David Brown
3:30 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Back To The Biblical Work Of The
Church
Dennis “Skip” Francis
7:45 pm Back To Biblical Baptism		
Lynn Parker

This year’s lectureship will be broadcast live on the Internet. Go to the lectures web page for the
link: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php. If you have a question for the open forums send an
email to: mhatcher@gmail.com.
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Dot Lambert
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Lucille Staples
Marilyn Hall
Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Bill Gillespie (Ashley Brower’s uncle)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)
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June 9
Andrew Hatcher
Jun 16
Bellview Lectures
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Please Remember

June 12-16
35th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme - Back To The Bible.
June 20
Lectureship critique after the evening
service, in room 1. All members of the
congregation are encouraged to attend.
June 21
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
June 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Be Faithful

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life (Rev. 2:10).
At the time this strict law of Christ was delivered to the Christians at Smyrna, both men and
women were dying as martyrs for the name of
Jesus Christ. In past ages thousands had given up
their bodies in death. The Lord here shows His
disciples in the face of cruel death the crown of life
they will receive at the end of a faithful journey.
Consider what our brothers and sisters endured for their faith:
Beneath the city of Rome there is a long
succession of subterranean streets and galleries, quarried from the rocky strata of the
soil. These are now opened, and strangers
may visit them. They are remarkable; they
are even wonderful; they are the most astonishing cemeteries in the world. They
are called the Catacombs, and are the
burial places of the martyrs of the young
Christian faith. The inscriptions over the

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

innumerable tombs are to be read even yet;
they seem fresh, almost as if painted yesterday, and they are fragrant with the flowers
of immortality (Pulpit Commentary).
We know that faithfulness is exercised for
man. God is faithful, for He is called “the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with
them that love him and keep his commandments”
(Deu. 7:9). Christ is faithful. Paul said, “the Lord
is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you
from evil” (2 The. 3:3). Again, “Let us hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised;)” (Heb. 10:23). It was
revealed to John on Patmos that Christ’s name is
called Faithful and True. Since faithfulness is always exercised by God and Christ, it is reasonable
that faithfulness must be exercised by man.
There are many warnings against unfaithfulness. Jesus said at the close of His parable of the
pounds, “cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing

of teeth” (cf. Mat. 25:30). Again, He said when He
had spoken about His second coming: “Then shall
he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels” (25:41). Just before
He died, one of the saddest verses of all: “Then all
the disciples forsook him, and fled” (26:56). It is
tragic to see wasted lives in this world and to know

that unfaithfulness will cause precious souls to be
lost in eternity.
His lord said unto him, Well done, good
and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord (25:23).
Author Unknown

The Fact of the Matter
Brad Green

One of the big differences between man and
the rest of God’s creation is man’s ability to reason
and make rational decisions. That being the case,
God demands that man use his mental faculty to
make proper conclusions based upon facts and evidence. Through His prophet Isaiah, God stated:
Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool (Isa. 1:17-18).
God requires His people to learn that which is
right, seek after that which is right, and make
proper conclusions based on that which is right.
Sadly, many today make their conclusions based
upon standards other than the truth, while others make decisions based solely upon the facts they
like.
It is extremely unfortunate that many decide
to be ignorant in regard to certain facts which are
relevant to making a particular decision. The Law
of Rationality demands that one make only such
conclusions as are warranted by all of the available evidence. By choosing to be ignorant about

some of the facts regarding a matter, an individual
is doomed to make an irrational decision. God
teaches that those who make decisions, despite evidence to the contrary, “are without excuse” (Rom.
1:20). God also teaches that, just as ignorance is
no excuse today, it will not be an acceptable excuse
on the Day of Judgment either.
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall
be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power (2 The. 1:8-9).
Just as unfortunate is the knowledge that there
are also those who simply reject the facts. These
individuals have the evidence they need in order
to make a rational decision, but choose to make
a conclusion contrary to the available facts. Such
was the case with the Jewish leaders in the first
century.
And beholding the man which was healed
standing with them, they could say nothing
against it. But when they had commanded
them to go aside out of the council, they
conferred among themselves, Saying, What
shall we do to these men? for that indeed a

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

notable miracle hath been done by them is
manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem;
and we cannot deny it. But that it spread
no further among the people, let us straitly
threaten them, that they speak henceforth
to no man in this name. And they called
them, and commanded them not to speak
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus (Acts
4:14-18).
Rather than concluding the truth, that these
men must have been from God since they were
able to perform such a miracle as healing a man
“lame from his mother’s womb” (3:2), they chose
to reject the facts and demand that the men
cease their preaching of the Christ. Jesus told the
Pharisees, “ye reject the commandment of God,
that ye may keep your own tradition” (Mark 7:9).
Perhaps that is the reason why many reject facts

today—that they may do as they desire rather
than what God commands. God desires that all
men come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Tim.
2:4), but He will allow men, as free moral agents,
to lie to themselves so much that they believe the
lie rather than the facts (2 The. 2:11).
In contrast to those who ignore and reject evidence, let us be fact finders. Jesus implores, “seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Mat. 6:33). He also declares, “Ask, and it
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you” (7:7-8). We need
to continually examine and prove ourselves to ensure that we are being honest with the facts and
making only such conclusions as are warranted by
those facts (2 Cor. 13:5).
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772
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Human Creeds vs. the Bible
G. H. P. Showalter

Of the thirty-nine books that make up the Old
Testament and the twenty-seven books that constitute the New Testament, is composed the complete collection of sacred documents that is called,
by way of distinction, the Bible. And in this volume we find all that has been handed down to
us as “divine revelation.” And notwithstanding
the ill-advised procedure on the part of men and
of organized groups of men to formulate and
adopt creeds, disciplines, confessions of faith, and
church directories to tell people what God would
have them to do, and to direct them in their religious service and discipline, it is generally agreed
by those who accept the Bible as a book of divine
revelation, that “whatever cannot be found therein and proven thereby, is not to be made binding
on the conscience of men.” If we accept any of the
Bible, we must accept all of it. When God has spoken, who are we that we should discriminate as to
what part of His Word we are willing to accept.

Who are we that we should pick out the part we
are going to believe and arrange that as our creed,
or our articles of faith? Any creed that does not
contain and include all the Bible is entirely too
small. And any creed that contains more than
the Bible, contains too much, and is entirely too
large. All human creeds are obstacles and barriers
to the unity and peace of those who profess to be
the people of God and the servants of Jesus Christ.
People in their religious life, faith, and practice
would be infinitely better off if all the creeds, disciplines, and confessions of faith, as bonds of union
and communion should pass out of existence, disappear from the earth, and their very names pass
into oblivion. They do not consolidate nor unite
the people of God. They divide and dismember
them. They segregate groups into sectarian parties
and denominational churches. They refuse to accept into their fellowship those who cannot conscientiously subscribe to their creed, and thus the

creed becomes an insuperable barrier to unity, harmony, and peace.
Creeds are fruitful sources of envy, strife, and of
every evil work. They are fundamentally the fountain, the fountain of bitter waters, from which
flow all the untold and multiple evils of alienation,
separation, and discord among peoples once happy and united in their works of faith and labors of
love supported and sustained in the advocacy of

the one God, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
and one book of divine revelation called the Bible.
Human creeds and confessions of faith are the one
source and origin of “enmities, strife, jealousies,
wraths, factions, divisions, parties” and abominable spiritual idolatries and schisms which drown
men in perdition and destruction (Gal. 5:19).
Deceased

How to Destroy Your Enemies
Terry Hightower

The War Between the States ends and the opportunistic scalawags are busy lording it over their
fellow Southerners. A hot-blooded contingency
of die-hard Rebels gain an audience with President
Lincoln. His gentle, friendly manner soon thaws
the ice, and the Southerners leave with a new respect for their old enemy. A Northern congressman approaches the President and criticizes him
for “befriending the enemy,” suggesting that instead of befriending them he should have had
them shot for the traitors they are. Lincoln smiled
and replied, “Am I not destroying my enemies by
making them my friends?”
Christ Jesus proclaims:
This is my commandment, that ye love one
another, even as I have loved you. Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my
friends, if ye do the things which I command you (John 15:12-14).
Although many of us sometimes live as if we are
sent into the world to compete with one another,
to dispute with each other, or even unnecessarily to
quarrel with one another. Jesus sends us out to love
each other. It is even easy for a Gospel preacher to

tell others from the pulpit or classroom podium to
love one another, when his life is a demonstration
that this is the last thing he does.
When someone makes a great demand of us,
we almost instinctively ask: What right do you
have to make this demand? If you ask the Lord:
What right do you think you have to demand that
we love one another? His heart-piercing, marvelous answer is: “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
(15:13). Jesus gave men a commandment that He
Himself first fulfilled. John repeats his description
of this love of Christ that, like the peace of God,
“passeth all understanding” (Phi. 4:7) in declaring: “Hereby know we love, because he laid down
his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren” (1 John 3:16). Biblical, Jesusdemonstrated love involves not doing what persons in the world do when they feel insulted.
Whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek,
turn to him the other also. And if any man
would go to law with thee, and take away
thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. And
whosoever shall compel thee to go one mile,
go with him two (Mat. 5:39-41).

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			

Paul shows by the Spirit (in Rom. 12:20) that
such God-like response can serve an evangelistic
purpose when he instructs: “But if thine enemy
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink:
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon
his head” (thus “blowing his mind” and causing
him to be ashamed of himself to the point of possible interest in why we operate this way and not
as the world).
While still a young boy, a certain Christian
formed the habit of praying beside his bed before
he went to sleep. Later, when he joined the army
he kept up this practice though he became the object of mockery and ridicule in the barracks. One
night, as he knelt to silently pray after a long, weary march, one of his tormentors took off muddy
boots and threw them at him one at a time, hitting him on each side of his head. The Christian
said nothing, took the persecutor’s boots, put

them beside the bed, and continued to pray. The
next morning, when the other soldier woke up, he
found his polished and shined boots sitting beside
his bed. It so affected him that he asked for forgiveness and after a time became a Christian. Many of
us wonder why our relatives and friends do not
obey the Gospel. Could it just be, my brethren,
that we have tried everything except Jesus’ own
method?
For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: for peradventure for the good man
some one would even dare to die. But God
commendeth his own love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us (5:7-8),
thus “Destroying his enemies by making them his
friends!”
PO Box 244; Vega, TX 79092
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
Debbie Dawson
Cary & Linda Parks Nellie Read
Dot Lambert
Lannette Williams
Malcolm Wooton Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Lucille Staples
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Nancy Travis (William Weekley’s
daughter)
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Larry Randolph (Ashley Brower’s
grandfather)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)

Restored/Placed Membership

Aleacia Godwin was restored to Christ
on June 20 and placed membership with the
Bellview congregation. Please keep Aleacia
in your prayers and offer her encouragement. Her address is: 5920 Pawnee Drive;
Pensacola, FL 32526. The telephone number is 941-5972.
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The Stones of Jordan
Charles Pogue

In Deuteronomy 27, Moses, with the elders of
Israel, commanded the people to keep the words
of law he had given them that day (27:4). The people were also instructed that when they crossed
over Jordan into the land of milk and honey they
were to set up great stones upon which they were
to write the words of the law. They were also to
build an altar out of stones to the Lord. It was to
be plastered, and built without any tool of iron being used in its erection.
When Joshua led the people to the brink of the
Jordan, he commanded twelve men that he had
prepared for the chore, to take a stone from the
midst of the Jordan, and pass over before the ark
of the covenant.
As we know, God cut off the waters of the
Jordan, and therein, we find the purpose of the
stones. Joshua 4:6-7 says:
That this may be a sign among you, that

when your children ask their fathers in time
to come, saying, What mean ye by these
stones? Then ye shall answer them, That
the waters of Jordan were cut off before the
ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it
passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan
were cut off: and these stones shall be for
a memorial unto the children of Israel for
ever.
This act that God commanded of the people
shouts loudly the indisputable fact that God delivers His people. The cutting off of the waters is powerfully described in Joshua 3:13: “they shall stand
upon an heap.” God delivered Israel from Pharaoh
by parting the waters of the Red Sea. Now, He delivers them from the waters of the Jordan, by cutting those waters off.
God not only delivered the Israelites at the Red
Sea and the Jordan River, He delivered them over

and over from hunger, thirst, and foes as long as
they kept the law He had given them through His
servant, Moses. God has not changed. He still delivers His people. The apostles were delivered from
prison when the angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors, and brought them out (Acts 5:19).
The angel of the Lord delivered Peter again from
prison in Acts 12. Paul wrote to Timothy that at
his first answer (defense—ASV) no man stood
with him. But then he wrote:
Notwithstanding the Lord stood with
me, and strengthened me; that by me the
preaching might be fully known, and that
all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion (2 Tim.
4:17).
The Lord has provided for us a way to be delivered from temptation (1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet. 2:9).
Jesus died to deliver us from this present evil world

(Gal. 1:4). The Hebrews writer wrote:
Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through
death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all
their lifetime subject to bondage (2:14-15).
When the children of Israel looked to the
stones of Jordan, they were reminded that God
delivered them from the waters of the river. When
we look to the cross, we are reminded that Jesus
Christ died to deliver us from sin and death.
However, notice this: the Israelites were to write
the words of the law of Moses upon the stones of
the Jordan. The words of Christ’s law are not written, upon tables of stones, but in fleshly tables of
the heart (2 Cor. 3:3). Those whom God delivers are those who are faithful to His Word. As we
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look about us there are today, as there have always
been, those who believe they have God’s deliverance from sin and death, but they either have not
obeyed or have not been faithful to the doctrine of
Christ. They will not be delivered!
After Israel crossed over the Jordan River,
faithfulness to God’s law was required of them.
Otherwise, even if they did remember the stones,
a memory is all they would have. God would cease
to deliver them, except to deliver them into the
hands of their enemies.
It is not enough for us today to merely look
back upon the cross of Christ, we must look back

upon it while keeping the non-grievous commands of the Lord (1 John 5:3). Then, and only
then, can we know we are His children, and can
expect to be delivered by Him; dodging the dangerous darts of the devil, and at last ushered into
the hollow of His mighty hand through the valley
of the shadow of death, and landed safely on the
grave’s other side, where a memory will no longer
be necessary, but where we can look upon the face
of the Rock which followed even the children of
Israel, which was Christ (1 Cor. 10:4).
12868 Bryant Lane, Rogers, AR 72756

Cut the Material First!
Hardeman Nichols

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			

With an acceleration of interest and concern
in the economic warfare of our nation, there is a
temptation upon the part of some to begin to cut
down on their contributions. May we suggest that
this is not the place to begin cutting. Instead it
would be far better to decrease some spending on
the material part of life first.
There are numerous ways in which most families can make the dollar go further. Even a consciousness of inflation can really be a benefit rather
than a hindrance to our family budgets, provided
we keep in mind the importance of putting first
things first. While it is true that the dollar buys
less than it formerly bought this should make us
more aware of the fact that the church suffers just
as much from this condition as does the home.
Understanding the fact that it takes more money
now to buy the same things will make us conscious
of the fact that if our contributions do not increase
with corresponding prices and wages the church
will not be able to do as much as it did in the past

with the same amount of money.
The best solution is for each generous member to dig a little deeper and to give more sacrificially. We continue to exhort those who have not
been giving as they have been prospered to join the
cheerful givers whom God has promised to bless
eternally.
I am just thinking out loud, but I wonder if
those who do not give as they have been prospered
are guilty of causing inflation. After all, a dollar
never looked so big as when it is in the hand of
the covetous person. Talk about inflation! To the
contrary, the generous member thinks of how little he is able to do in gratitude for a God who has
done so much for him. Let us grow in this grace
of giving.
2010 Bellview Lectures
“Back To The Bible”
on the Internet at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
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daughter)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
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Start Over Time
Alton W. Fonville

The Bible has given us numerous examples of
times in the history of mankind when it became
necessary to “start over” again. The most familiar
story is that of the flood, when the earth was “only
evil continually.” Most people understand that
great beginning again with only eight people on
earth. Other times recorded in the Bible may be
less familiar to most people; they are, however, just
as dramatic and meaningful. They show of times
when, because of rebellion against the Lord, selfwill and pride among God’s people, He left them
to fend for themselves (to try to get along without
help) among the nations around them. Consider
the situation in the days of Ezra regarding their
disobedience about intermarriages, recorded in
Ezra 8, 9, and 10.
The remnant who had been released from captivity finally realized that God was behind their
punishment, and that it was to continue until

something was done to correct this terrible situation. They had completely ignored God’s law
about intermarriage with those of other nations.
Now, they had a mixed nationality with innocent
children involved. When it was confirmed with
Ezra, he showed great signs of contrition and sorrow for their undone condition before the Lord.
A covenant was agreed upon that everyone who
was married illegally had to dissolve that marriage
and put those mates away along with the children.
This was a very traumatic occasion and involved
quite some time to “start over” and begin again to
keep the Laws of God, but, they had the determination to be right with their God so He would be
with them again. They realized, just as we should,
when we leave God and His law, He leaves us. It is
quite simple to see from a study of His Word.
Another time of starting over again is recorded in 2 Chronicles 29-31, when King Hezekiah

began his reign. Scripture tells us that it had been
a long time since faithful worship had been conducted in the temple and that the people had
turned their backs on the Lord and His will. The
beautiful temple had been left in shambles and was
a disgrace to the Lord and His people. Remember,
the temple was the place where God had chosen
to have His name put and honored and glorified.
Today, of course, that is to be done in the body of
a Christian instead of a physical house. We understand the Scripture which shows us the penalty
for defiling that body today: “If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Cor.
3:17). God has chosen us to be called by that holy
name “Christian” (Acts 11:26). As the King understood back then, that their troubles were the
direct result of their actions, and that immediate
action needed to be done to be in favor with the
Lord, we also need to learn that very important
lesson. King Hezekiah began immediately to clean
house and to repair the temple of the Lord and
start up again the worship as God had directed.

When it was done, they sanctified themselves and
worshiped as it had not been done before and the
Lord was pleased.
To make application for us, we can look at our
history. For the past fifty years, the Lord’s church
has also neglected to obey the commands of God
regarding church discipline. Elders have not demanded it. Church members, some in leadership
positions or otherwise influential, were allowed
to continue the fellowship of the body in spite of
their obvious sins. Sins have been overlooked in
preferring “peace at all costs.” Church leaders have
boasted about their peace when there was really no
peace with God. He had left that congregation,
removing His candlestick long ago. Brethren, it is
past time that we again start over and consecrate
ourselves to the Lord’s service and not to ourselves.
As the command was, “if any would not work,
neither should he eat” (2 The. 3:10), we must demand, as God said, “It he repent, forgive him.” If
he refuses, deny him church fellowship.
337 Madison 4605; St. Paul, AR 72760

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			

Narrow-Minded
Michael Hatcher

Often in an attempt to insult someone, the accusation is hurled that they are narrow-minded.
This charge is a ruse because that usually means
that you will not give in to me. Let us look at the
charge anyway. Is it wrong to be narrow-minded?
If we look at Jesus, we will see someone whom
many would classify as narrow-minded. Listen to
Him: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me” (John 14:6). Notice the definite article. He
claims to be the one and only way, truth, and life.

Jesus asserts to be the only way to the Father. This
is rather narrow-minded.
The teachings of Christ are also narrow-minded. The world says there are many churches, and
that we are all just going different directions to

Correction
We are sorry for incorrectly identifying
Hardeman Nichols as being deceased in last
weeks Beacon.
Editor

			

the same place. Notice the teachings of the Bible.
Jesus says, “I will build my church” (Mat. 16:18).
Notice there is only one. “There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling” (Eph. 4:4). Then Jesus is only going to save
that one body (the church—1:22-23). “For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the
body” (5:23). Again this type of teaching is very
narrow-minded.
It is my desire to be narrow-minded because of
what Jesus said about the way to heaven.
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it (Mat. 7:13-14).

It should be everyone’s desire to be narrow-minded, because that way is narrow. We should be as
narrow as the Father, Christ, and the Spirit are.
Being accused of being narrow-minded is not an
insult, rather it is a compliment.
4852 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526
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We Should Have Learned By Now!
Lynn Parker

Paul, in reminding the Corinthians of the tragic mistakes of the Israelites, wrote: “Now these
things happened unto them by way of example;
and they were written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the ages are come” (1 Cor.
10:11). Brethren, apostasy ravages congregations by the dozens throughout the brotherhood.
Indifference and apathy are found in almost every
congregation, and you do not need a magnifying glass to spot them—just compare the Sunday
morning worship attendance with that of Sunday
evening or Wednesday night. Pick up a church directory and you will find some who are members
but avoid the work and worship of the church like
it was the plague.
Three factors are contributors to these problems: (1) Bible ignorance, (2) Lack of church discipline, and (3) Weak preaching. Consider these
areas carefully.

1. Bible ignorance exacts a dear price! How
many members of the Lord’s church can explain
the Bible way of salvation? How many understand
the Scriptural teaching regarding the one church?
What percentage even know all the books of the
Bible? The prophet Hosea lamented: “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (4:6). His
words haunt us today! How many congregations
are composed of great numbers of spiritually infantile Christians who are “tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine” (Eph.
4:14) and are still in need of basic fundamental
teaching (Heb. 5:12-14)? We should have learned
by now that ignorance leads to error! It leads to
sin! It leads to damnation! Let Bible instruction
be a priority in every home professing to follow
Christ. Let our Bible classes return to sound doctrinal instruction. Give us Christians who are truly
students of the Book.

(2) We should have learned that discipline is
essential to the health of the church. Paul’s words
still ring true: “A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump” (Gal. 5:9)! If false teachings spread like gangrene and overthrew the faith of some in the early
church (2 Tim. 2:16-17), shall we stick our heads
in the sand and ignore such today? God forbid!
The clear command of Romans 16:17 to “mark
them that are causing the divisions and occasions
of stumbling” stands forth as needed medicine
today!
When immoral and disorderly members openly drink, fornicate, dress immodestly, forsake the
assembly, and trade spouses as if they were cars, it is
high time we preach and practice 2 Thessalonians
3:6: “withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly.” Paul commanded: “Put away
the wicked man from among yourselves” (1 Cor.
5:13).
The rebuke and threat to the churches at
Pergamum and Thyatira (Rev. 2:14-16; 2:20-23)
clearly teach the lesson that we err allowing sin to
go unchecked within the body!

(3) Preaching that is popular with men is usually not popular with God. In foolish efforts to draw
numbers, we are hearing a compromised message
from many pulpits. Sermon themes such as “You
Can Be Beautiful” echo across the land while the
sterling charge to “preach the word…reprove, rebuke, exhort” (2 Tim. 4:2) lies in moth-balls.
Preachers deliver “All love—All grace—no law—
no judgment” sermons that produce false feelings
of security amongst a multitude in moral and doctrinal error, and the people “love to have it so” (Jer.
5:31). Seemingly, a great number cry, “Make us
feel good in our sins” as they plow a path to eternal torment, and sadly, there are preachers among
us who will oblige. “Speaking the truth in love”
should be our guide as we seek to please God, and
not men (Acts 4:19; 5:29). Let us learn from, and
turn from, mistakes past and present, so when
Jesus comes, we shall be found “in peace, without
spot and blameless in his sight” (2 Pet. 3:14).
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638

Hope Deferred and Heartsick
Lee Moses

“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but
when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life” (Pro.
13:12).
Though they live on the earth, Christians have
their hope elsewhere. Children of God oftentimes
delight to sing the sweet words: “This world is not
my home, I’m just a-passing through. My treasures
are laid up somewhere beyond the blue; the angels
beckon me from heaven’s open door, And I can’t
feel at home in this world anymore.” The Christian
is not at home while dwelling upon earth, because

his heart is where his treasures are being laid up
(Mat. 6:20-21). But it is the fact that his hope lies
somewhere else, deferred until after death unless
the Lord comes first, that sometimes makes him
homesick—and heartsick.
Hope is essential to the Christian: Inspiration
states, “We are saved by hope” (Rom. 8:24—
KJV) or “In hope were we saved” (ASV). This
does not mean that anyone is saved by hope
alone—the hope a believer has in the promises of
God causes him to strive toward the distant, yet

nearer approaching, heavenly goal. Skeptics take
a very cynical view of hope. Author Henry Miller
said, “Hope is a bad thing. It means that you are
not what you want to be. It means that part of you
is dead, if not all of you. It means that you entertain illusions.” Such a view is based on a misunderstanding of what hope is. Hope is correctly defined as “desire plus expectation”; it is not simply
“wishful thinking.” The Oxford American College
Dictionary defines hope as “a feeling of expectation
and desire for a certain thing to happen…grounds
for believing that something good may happen.”

2010 Bellview Book
Back To The Bible

This book has been designed to hand to a
non-Christian and by his reading the book,
it will teach him what he needs to do to be
saved, to worship acceptably, the proper organization of the church, the work of the
church, and a chapter on Christian living.
It will teach him some of the basic things
he needs to know in becoming a Christian.
Order your copy or multiple copies today.

Only $3.00 per book.
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The one who has hope has grounds, or a basis, for
expecting that he will receive good things. When
Miller said that hope “means you entertain illusions,” he was correctly expressing a view on wishful thinking, not hope. Journalist and critic, H. L.
Mencken said, “Hope is a pathological belief in
the occurrence of the impossible,” ignoring the fact
that if there is a true basis to believe something, it
cannot be impossible.
The Christian has hope—assurance based on
fact—because of the resurrection of Christ. There
is evidence recorded by credible witnesses (apostles) who gained nothing earthly by providing accounts of His resurrection except persecution, torture, and death. The evidence given is substantial
and irrefutable; therefore, the Christian legitimately expects that there will be a resurrection, and desires and expects that he will take part in it. In the
meanwhile, he is upon earth, wistfully anticipating
the time when he will be with his Lord in Heaven.
The only hope that exists is hope deferred; because
“hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man
seeth, why doth he yet hope for?” (Rom. 8:24).
Yet, why would one want to depart this world
without hope (Jer. 18:12; Eph. 2:12; 1 The. 4:13)?
“Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your
heart, all ye that hope in the Lord” (Psa. 31:24).
The Christian can enjoy the abundant life especially given him on earth; yet how much more will his
joy be when that desired end comes, and it is truly a tree of eternal life? Brother Terry Hightower
speaks of a missionary to Burma who wrote, “I
am not tired of my work, neither am I tired of this
world; yet when Christ calls me home I shall go
with the gladness of a schoolboy bounding away
from school.”
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554
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New Arrival

Our congratulations are extended to
Jim and Nancy Loy in the birth of their
grandson, Cameron Scot Brazell, born on
July 7, to Jamie and Scot Brazell. Cameron
weighed 9 pounds 14.9 ounces and was 20
inches long. Our congratulations are also
extended to his great-grandmother, Rubye
Bailey.
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Literal Interpretation
Lester Kamp

The insistence of some for a literal interpretation of Revelation 20 is the very heart of premillennialism. The major proof text of this fallacious
system of doctrines is Revelation 20. In this key
chapter they find taught the literal, earthly reign
of Christ from literal Jerusalem on David’s literal
throne for a literal thousand years. Essential to the
sustaining of such a conception is a literal interpretation of all prophecy, particularly in Revelation
20.
Richard De Haan, one of the prominent
preachers of premillennialism today, emphasizes
the importance of such an approach to the interpretation of Scripture in How to Study the Bible by
stating:
Literal interpretation is a basic principle of
Bible study, and maintains that every passage must be taken to mean exactly what it
says unless context or the expression itself

indicates otherwise (15—emphasis mine,
LK).
Brother Charles M. Neal wrote in Light in a Dark
Place, “Expect a literal fulfillment. This is God’s
way of fulfilling prophecy.” Noting the importance of literal interpretation, consider now this
statement by Hal Lindsey in There’s A New World
Coming:
But as I study the Scriptures and consider
the various views on this question, I’m convinced that the most important issue at
stake is that of consistency in Bible interpretation (269—emphasis mine, LK).
The taproot of premillennialism is the belief in the
persistent, consistent use of literal interpretation
for all Scripture. Premillennialism lives or dies on
that one point. Premillennialists accuse amillennialists of spiritualizing prophecies of the kingdom
to avoid acceptance of the future reign of Christ

on earth. Premillennialists maintain that they are
the only ones who are consistent in their approach
to Scripture and the approach to be used is literal
interpretation.
Actual application of this principle will reveal
the true worth and nature of premillennialism. A
few illustrations (and there are many) from Hal
Lindsey’s There’s A New World Coming, a commentary on Revelation, will suffice. Note his consistency. The Beast of Revelation 13 according to
Lindsey is the “Antichrist,” “a ruthless, unfeeling
dictator.” The sea from which the Beast comes is
“the nations of the world.” The “ten horns picture
ten nations that will form a confederacy which the
Beast will rule.” (According to Lindsey, this refers
to the European Common Market.) The leopard,
bear, and lion, according to Lindsey, are references
to the Greek, Medo-Persian and Babylonian empires. Lindsey interprets the mark of the beast in
Revelation 13 with these words:
Since the number six in the Bible stands
for humanity, I believe the meaning of 666
is man trying to imitate the trinity of God
(three sixes in one person).
What is there about the context or, these expressions themselves, which would indicate the
necessity of a non-literal interpretation that is
not also true about the context or expressions in
Revelation 20? Why, for example, is “the thousand years” of Revelation 20 literal and “the Beast”
of Revelation 13 not literal? How can the rule of

literal interpretation be applied consistently when
the sea of Revelation 13 symbolizes “the nations of
the world” and “the thousand years” of Revelation
20 is said to be exactly, literally understood.
The truth is that the book of Revelation is filled
with symbols. John began the book by stating how
the message was received. The message was “signified…by his angel unto his servant John” (1:1).
The message was delivered, therefore, in coded,
or symbolic, language to John. That includes not
only Revelation 13 and 20, but also the entire
book. To put forth a doctrine supposedly obtainable only through consistent, literal interpretation
of Scripture, and then to apply that very rule arbitrarily is to manifest the foolishness of the doctrine
and to brand as false teachers those who promote
such heresy. They obviously wrest the Scriptures
“unto their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:16).
The deathblow to the whole system of pre
millennialism is the obvious inconsistency of its
promoters as they attempt to elaborate on this
contrived doctrine which resulted from violating
Revelation 20 with the rule of literal interpretation. The “literal rule” is also applied in Revelation
20 by premillennialists only to the parts of the
chapter they choose in order to defend their
theories.
Certainly an important issue “at stake is that
of consistency in Bible Interpretation.” Lindsey is
condemned by his own words, and so his doctrine.
PO Box 440297; Aurora, CO 80044

Looking Unto Jesus
Danny Douglas

Paul warns against self-commendation. He
states that those who are caught up in this practice
are those who measure themselves by themselves,

and who compare themselves among themselves:
For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that



commend themselves: but they measuring
themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves among themselves, are not wise
(2 Cor. 10:12).
Men who commend themselves, having
nothing but themselves with which to measure themselves, can only end by boasting
immeasurably…They who so measure them
selves are foolish. Wisdom tests all things by
the will of God. The only wise way is to lose
confidence in self, and earnestly seek the
standard God has given (David Lipscomb).
True wisdom is to walk humbly by the “rule”
(standard) of God—His Word. We are all to
“walk by the same rule” (Phi. 3:16), and not simply to be concerned with being better than others,
or no worse than others.
The Son of God is the One to Whom we are to
look for guidance, strength, and salvation.
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us,

2010 Bellview Book
Back To The Bible



This book has been designed to hand to a
non-Christian and by his reading the book,
it will teach him what he needs to do to be
saved, to worship acceptably, the proper organization of the church, the work of the
church, and a chapter on Christian living.
It will teach him some of the basic things
he needs to know in becoming a Christian.
Order your copy or multiple copies today.

Only $3.00 per book.

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God (Heb. 12:1-2).
We are not to measure ourselves according to
people’s standards, not even that of members of
the church. Our goal should be to do that which is
right in the Lord’s eyes and not men. To compare
ourselves with others is a trap and Satan will destroy us in it. Rather, let us resist him and submit
to God (Jam. 4:7-8). By so doing, we will be like
Jesus and strive to: “do always those things that
please him,” our heavenly Father (John 8:29b). We
are to obey the Word of Jesus Christ our Example
and High Priest (Rom. 1:16; John 14:15; 1 Pet.
2:21; Heb. 3:1; 4:14). This is the only way we can
follow Him. The New Testament, the doctrine
of Christ, is to be our pattern (2 John 9; 2 Tim.
1:13; Mat. 26:28). Some of the Corinthians were
in danger of being “corrupted from the simplicity
that is in Christ” (cf. 2 Cor. 11:1-3), in that their
loyalties to Him were being divided. Let us have
the “simplicity” in Christ Jesus by being devoted
to Him. Let Jesus be our standard—not men!
704 Azalea Dr; Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
Debbie Dawson
Cary & Linda Parks Nellie Read
Dot Lambert
Lannette Williams
Malcolm Wooton Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Lucille Staples
Ray Dodd			
Nancy Travis
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Larry Randolph (Ashley Brower’s
grandfather)
Chip Crowe (Crowe’s son)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Wednesday Bible Reading

July 21
Fred Stancliff
July 28
Orville Worley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

July 25
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
July 26
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
July 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Sunday:
9:00 a.m. — Bible Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. — Worship
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. — Bible Classes for all ages

Bishops:
Minister:
Deacons:

Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Michael Hatcher
Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy

The Paradox of Spiritual Starvation
Dub McClish

Somewhere I have read that a bird can go nine
days without food; a dog, ten days; a turtle, 500
days, a snake, 800 days; a fish, 1,000 days; and
some insects, 12,000 days (almost 33 years)! For
man, the limit is about 14 days. However long one
may go without food, sooner or later, all of God’s
creatures must have food or they perish. Each of
us has probably been hungry enough for physical
food at some time that we could think of nothing
else. So it is with all of the animal world. Although
a man is basically honest, if he becomes hungry
enough, he will steal his food if he cannot get it
otherwise. This is one of the most compelling instincts to be found in man and beast.
One might think that the soul that is shriveling and dying from spiritual starvation would experience a similar yearning for nourishment, but
here is a great paradox. The soul that is most undernourished for lack of the bread of life generally

has the least appetite for spiritual food. The person
whose soul is pygmied for lack of the nourishment
of the milk and meat of the Word is least likely to
be hungering and thirsting after righteousness.
The Christian who has remained a babe in Christ
over the years has the least inclination toward
maintaining a hearty diet of spiritual delicacies.
Those who need them the most could hardly care
less whether the church even continues its program of Bible classes on Sundays and Wednesdays.
A week of Gospel meetings to them is a dull prospect at best and is all but ignored by them.
Such seem to see themselves as people who
have no need of such activities, when in reality
they are most in need of them. Some seem to even
have the attitude that they are so spiritual that they
could not even profit from continued studies in
the Word of God.
Such brethren may be identified with various

life forms. Some, like the turtle, may have taken little or no nourishment for 500 days. Others may
be likened to the snake, the fish, or even the insect.
How long has it been since you were in your Bible
class on Sunday morning or Wednesday night?
How long has it been since you studied your Bible
any at home?

The world and the church alike are suffering
some grievous crises at present, most of which
relate to spiritual starvation. God’s people have a
dual responsibility: (1) to so feed on God’s Word
that it controls our thoughts (2 Cor. 10:5) and
(2) to spread the Word to as many as we can.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

The Speaker and the Listener
Franklin Camp

The speaker and the listener need to approach
the study with the intention of making it accomplish spiritual growth. This means that the speaker
must have a love and feeling for the listener and the
listener needs to have the same love and feeling for
the speaker if the most good is to be accomplished.
And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just
man, and one that feareth God, and of good
report among all the nation of the Jews, was
warned from God by an holy angel to send
for thee into his house, and to hear words of
thee (Acts 10:22).
Suppose these men had approached Peter before God had prepared him by the events that preceded their coming. Try to picture Peter preaching to Cornelius before Peter’s attitude had been
changed toward the Gentiles. One can imagine
the results.
Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and
thou hast well done that thou art come.
Now therefore are we all here present before
God, to hear all things that are commanded
thee of God (10:33).
Here is Cornelius’ attitude toward the speaker. One is not surprised at the results that come
from this encounter. The preacher and the audience were both prepared and great results came

from it. Is there any reason that every assembly and
class of Christians should not be characterized by
this same attitude of both preacher and audience?
Does God expect any less of us? It would be a great
day in the church of the Lord if all practiced these
principles. It is interesting to note that the first parable of Christ emphasized the importance of hearing (Mat. 13). And the last message to the church
was still on the same subject (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29;
3:6, 13, 20, 22; 13:9). Surely the first parable that
the Lord gave dealing with the subject of hearing
and His last message to the seven churches of Asia
with emphasis upon the same truth, should be
enough to remind all of us that here is the great
problem of humanity. I am convinced it is the
great problem that we have in the church today.
We have allowed ourselves to become hardened

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail
please send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com
The file you will receive will be an Adobe
Acrobat PDF (a free reader is available from
www.adobe.com).

hearers. We hear lesson after lesson and no change
takes place in our life. Words are falling upon our
ears, but we are not listening to things that are
said. When the Gospel is preached and men refuse to listen to what is said it can only bring about

condemnation. One of the great needs of our day
in the church, in the pulpit, leadership, pew, and
home is to develop the art of listening. If we expect
to go to heaven when we die, this is a must.
Deceased

The Walls of Jericho

In the sixth chapter of Joshua we have a record of the historical account of Israel’s capture
of Jericho, after they followed God’s marching
orders. But, if they had acted like God’s people
(sometimes) act today the story might have been
like this:
First Day
All of the people (603,000) joyously marched
around the city. They knew God was with them
and that the city could be theirs.
Second Day
There was still the feeling of great anticipation but Joshua noticed that not all of the warriors marched. He concluded that they were sick
and did not worry about their absence from the
march.
Third Day
Instead of 603,000 there were only 400,000.
Now Joshua was worried and called a meeting to
determine a course of action; but several of those
called failed to meet.
Fourth Day
Only 300,000 marched and another meeting
was called. “If we do not do something soon, we
will not be able to capture Jericho,” said Joshua.
One of the men suggested that each of them visit
those in their tribe and ask them why they were
not marching. All agreed that this was a good idea.
The meeting adjourned with each man promising
to do all he could to get people back to marching.

Fifth Day
Only 200,000 marched, because a great number who would have marched were visiting those
who were forsaking the march; and because many
had become discouraged at the lack of involvement in the vital task.
Sixth Day
Joshua made a quick survey of the camp to determine firsthand why many refused to march. He
assured them that tomorrow, the Sabbath day, is a
day of promised victory. A great host answered, “I
keep the Sabbath and I don’t think I should have
to march today.” Others said, “Where in the Law
does it say I have to march? You show me the verse
that says I have to march and I will.” More than
half answered, “I know I should be marching; and
someday I plan to start again, but…” Some pious
souls said, “Marching is a good work—a work
I wish I could do, but I am not qualified; and I
would do more harm than good.” So it was only
100,000 who marched that day.
Seventh Day
Joshua called a meeting to decide what to do,
and all concluded that since there was so much illwill over the march, it would be impossible to take
Jericho. So they called off their siege of Jericho.
Instead they decided to move to Ai hoping things
would be different at that place. But they were
not...
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Marilyn Hall
Marge Williams
Debbie Dawson
Cary & Linda Parks Nellie Read
Dot Lambert
Lannette Williams
Malcolm Wooton Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Lucille Staples
Ray Dodd			
Nancy Travis
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Larry Randolph (Ashley Brower’s
grandfather)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Wednesday Bible Reading

July 28
Orville Worley
August 4
Carl Ayliffe

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

July 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
August 2
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
August 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm in room 7.
August 9
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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The Drawing Power in Christianity
Paul Vaughn

There are many religious groups who call themselves Christians in society, that are doing strange
and outlandish things to draw people to Christ.
Within the past few years I have heard about pony
giveaways, chili suppers, bowling tournaments, and
even one group gave play money to young people
so they could purchase merchandise at the “church
store.” These are efforts of outreach to allure people to the assembly of their churches which comes
from the imaginations of men and not from God.
God desires all men to come to Him, but God has
never authorized gimmicks as the drawing power in Christianity. What is the drawing power in
Christianity?
The drawing power in Christianity is the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ! Jesus said,
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me” (John 12:32).
Jesus was lifted up from the earth when He was

crucified. This was the theme of the apostle’s message in the first century to draw people to Christ.
Fifty days after the dark Friday and extraordinary Sunday, the death and resurrection of Jesus
was the message Peter preached in the first Gospel
sermon in Jerusalem.
Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God among
you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of you,
as ye yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and
by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed
the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it (Acts
2:22-24).
The apostle Paul preached the same message to

draw people to Christ.
For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures; And
that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures
(1 Cor. 15:3-4).
In my wildest imagination I could never see
Peter or Paul substituting a pony giveaway or chili
supper to draw people to Christ. These men were
willing, and did die for the preaching of Christ.
They understood the preaching of the Gospel was
God’s power to draw people to Christ. In his letter
to the church at Rome Paul said:
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek (Rom. 1:16).
They preached a message of salvation from sin, not
one of entertainment. Yet, entertainment is the avenue that most “religious people” are traveling on

today. When entertainment and schemes of men
are substituted for the Gospel of Christ, it is man
that loses out because he has been robbed of the
only thing that can save him from sin—the preaching of the Word of God and obedience to it.
Those who are drawn by pony giveaways or
play money will soon leave after the pony is gone
and the money runs out. But, everyone who is
drawn by the power of the cross of Christ will live
each day for the Lord. Their love for Christ is so
great that they let nothing come between them
and their Lord. They came to Christ because they
saw the love of God in offering His Son on the
cross. It was not a free pony or material gain that
brought Christianity into the world.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Gospel Meeting
with Paul Vaughn

September 12 – 16, 2010

Partiality in Reverse
G. K. Wallace

The “faith of our Lord Jesus Christ” must be
held without respect (Jam. 2:1). James says:
For if there come into your synagogue a
man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, and
there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; and ye have regard to him that weareth
the fine clothing, and say, Sit thou here in
a good place; and ye say to the poor man,
Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool; Do ye not make distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil
thoughts? (2:2-4).
Since we are specifically forbidden to show

partiality to the rich, are we required to favor the
poor? Brethren have, and correctly so, for generations taught children and adults alike that they
should be reverent, orderly, neat, and clean in the
house of God. Soap is cheap and uncleanness is a
sin (Gal. 5:19). In some places we are showing “respect of persons” in that we say to the dirty, filthy,
rowdy persons “sit thou here in a good place” and
to the clean, orderly person “stand thou there, or
sit under my footstool.”
Does God require us to lower standards of
worship and reverence to suit the whims of a way
of life that is fashioned after the baser part of the




nature of man? Brethren violate the teaching of the
Holy Spirit as revealed through James by showing
partiality to persons who destroy everything for
which good brethren have worked during all their
lives. Our young people are being confused because brethren show “respect of persons” to those
who are filthy and disorderly. James says, “if ye have

respect of persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors” (Jam. 2:9). He who
comes into a service of the church should be made
to realize the presence of God (Mat. 18:20). The
house of God is not a football field nor is worship
a carnival (1 Cor. 14:40). Why are we partial?
Deceased

Some Things Should Never Change
Roelf Ruffner





All around us we see our world changing.
Sometimes change is for the better, but it can also
be for the worse. It is an undeniable fact of history
that societies change. Yet, recently our society has
disregarded and sought to change values which
were once held dear—reverence of God and the
Bible—the Word of God.
This is evident in the continuing degradation
of language and discourse in our country. For
example, years ago it was unusual to hear God’s
name used in vain. Back then respect for God
was not just a custom but rooted in the warnings
in the Bible against such an utterance. Yet, now it
is common to hear the most popular expletive of
our day “O-my-God” used in every other breath
in a conversation. We seem to have forgotten the
strong Scriptural prohibition against using God’s
name in vain: “Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain”
(Exo. 20:7).
Perhaps the most tragic example of undesirable change in our land is the disintegration of the
home. Probably every one of the readers of this
column has been affected by the broken hearts of
divorce and the angry, confused children it creates. Increasingly many are giving up on marriage

and living together instead. Again past generations, though not perfect, saw much stronger families than today. Why the difference? What has
changed? I submit that it stems from our detachment from the Word of God.
The Bible shows us that God considers marriage to be a three-way covenant not easily broken. Its pages teach us the God-ordained roles of
father, mother, and child. The Scriptures are filled
with many examples of successful marriages such
as Sarah and Abraham, Ruth and Boaz, and Mary
and Joseph. It also shows us the God-given requirements for divorce and remarriage. By following the truth contained in its pages, we can bind
up our wounds and live a life pleasing to God.
Dear reader, yes, our world is changing at an
accelerated rate. Yet, the Bible can unfold to you
eternal values and truths which will never change.
We can hold onto them while the winds of change
buffet our country. I encourage all of you to go
back to the Bible to find the God who does not
change, “For I am the Lord, I change not” (Mal.
3:6).
2530 Moore Court; Columbia, TN 38401
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Lucille Staples
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Nancy Travis
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ashley Brower in the death of her uncle,
Bill Gillespie, who passed away on July 25.
Please keep Ashley and her family in your
prayers.

Wednesday Bible Reading
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August 4
Carl Ayliffe
August 11
Henry Born

Please Remember

August 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:00
pm in room 7.
August 9
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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The Traditional Church
Bobby Duncan

We sometimes see in articles or hear in conversations reference to the “traditional church.” These
are usually references to the church that rejects
instrumental music, choirs, women in leadership
roles over men, and the like. It worships by congregational singing, by praying, by teaching and
studying God’s Word, and by eating the Lord’s
Supper, and giving on the first day of every week.
Some congregations have even been known to
have two worship periods on Sunday morning—
one is to accommodate those who insist on the
“traditional” type worship, and then another for
those who want something more contemporary.
It needs to be remembered that God in His
Word has prescribed the worship of His church,
as well as its terms of entrance, its organization,
and its mission. One would do well also to note
that the words tradition and traditions are sometimes used to refer to the commands of God.

For example in 2 Thessalonians 2:15 the apostle
wrote, “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold
the traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word, or our epistle.”
Paul was here making it plain that the
Thessalonica Church of Christ should be a traditional church. A few verses later the apostle wrote:
Now we command you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us (3:6).
If the church at Thessalonica did as they were
exhorted to do, then one visiting their services on
the Lord’s Day would find a church worshiping
by singing congregationally, by praying, by engaging in a study of the Word of God, by eating the
Lord’s Supper, and by giving of their means. All
of these activities would be led by the men of the

congregation, and not by the women.
It is true that the Lord often criticized certain
ones for holding on to traditions. But he always
identified those traditions as something originating with men and not with God. In Matthew
15:3 He said, “Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?” In verse 6
he said, “Thus have ye made the commandment of
God of none effect by your tradition.” Again notice the words “your tradition.” In Mark 7:3 this
same incident is referred to and Mark explains
that it was the “tradition of the elders.” Now look
at Mark 7:8:
For laying aside the commandment of God,
ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing
of pots and cups: and many other such like
things ye do.

I suppose one is justified in saying that when
we have three songs, a prayer, another song, and
then the sermon, we are following human tradition. One might even find reason to criticize that
tradition, for it is dictated by human judgment.
But singing, praying, and preaching as acts of worship are not dictated by human judgment; they are
dictated by the Word of the Lord.
Some human traditions are perfectly harmless
and even good. No doubt there are those who exalt human traditions to the point of being sacred.
This is a sin. But let us never make the mistake of
ridiculing “traditional churches” or “traditional
worship” if we mean by that those people who insist on holding on to the Word of God in all matters of faith and practice.
Deceased

The Gospel
Paul Vaughn

Gospel appears one hundred times in the New
Testament. It “denotes the “good tidings” of the
kingdom of God and of salvation through Christ”
(Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words). In
reading the different uses of the word in the New
Testament it must be noted that the word is never
identified as a gospel or one of many gospels, but
the Gospel. Paul understood his responsibility
to preach the Gospel. It is written, “For though I
preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I
preach not the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16).
Why did Paul take his responsibility to teach
only the Gospel so seriously? He understood
the Gospel is God’s power to save one from sin.
Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation

to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). The Gospel is the
only message that needs to be preached. It is the
only message that needs to be obeyed. It is the only
message that man needs today because all who refuse to believe and obey the Gospel are lost in sin.
Paul gave warning of this very thing to the church
of the Thessalonians. It is written, “In flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (2 The. 1:8). Perhaps the greatest questions that we should ask ourselves is: “How do we
view the Gospel?” It should be important to all of
us because there is no other message coming from
God. There is no other way of salvation apart from
obeying the Gospel.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Gospel Meeting
with

Paul Vaughn
September 12 - 16, 2010
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Thursday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Preparing for Eternity
Sunday Bible Class: “The Christian Platform”
Sunday Morning Worship: “Agony of the Cross”
Sunday Afternoon Worship: “Excuses”
Monday Evening: “When the Books Are Open (Judgment)”
Tuesday Evening: “Surprises at Judgment”
Wednesday Evening: “The Horrors of Hell”
Thursday Evening: “Heaven”
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M., in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 3 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 2 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
The lessons will be available for viewing on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Lucille Staples
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Nancy Travis
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Restored

Terri Myrick was restored to Christ on
August 4. Please keep Terri in your prayers
and offer her encouragement.

Wednesday Bible Reading

August 11
Elward Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Please Remember

August 15
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:00 pm, in room 7.
August 16
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Address Change

Lanette Williams’ new address is: P.O.
Box 3661; Pensacola, FL 32516. Please update your directory.
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Our Citizenship Is In Heaven
Lynn Parker

The promise and contemplation of the
heavenly home thrills the faithful child of God,
and motivates him to fight a good fight, finish
the course, and keep the faith (2 Tim. 4:7). It
is the natural outpouring of expectant hearts
that wistfully say, “Sing to me when shadows of
the evening fall. Sing to me of Heaven, sweetest song of all.”
Our brother Paul knew so well that to leave
this old world and dwell with the Lord was
“very far better” (Phi. 1:23)—no comparison
at all between this vale of tears and an abode
where every tear shall be wiped away (Rev.
21:4) as the redeemed “rest from their labors”
(14:13). In contrast to those who “mind earthly things” (Phi. 3:19), Christians rejoice that
they are citizens of a better country (Heb.
11:16). The beautiful and comforting truths
found in Philippians 3:20 also present to us all

some noble challenges: “For our citizenship is
in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Consider These Points from the Text
(1) Citizens of the heavenly home carefully
guard and maintain their reservations (1 Pet.
1:4) lest they fall short, and eternally miss out
on the land of rest for the people of God (Heb.
4:1-11). Remembering that we are but travelers
passing through a strange land, we heed the admonition of Peter: “Beloved, I beseech you as
sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11).
With conviction we sing, “This world is not
my home—I’m just a passing through…and I
can’t feel at home in this world anymore.”
Warning after inspired warning caution us
against getting attached to this passing world.
“Love not the world, neither the things that are

Gospel Meeting
with

Paul Vaughn
September 12 - 16, 2010
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Thursday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Preparing for Eternity
Sunday Bible Class: “The Christian Platform”
Sunday Morning Worship: “Agony of the Cross”
Sunday Afternoon Worship: “Excuses”
Monday Evening: “When the Books Are Open (Judgment)”
Tuesday Evening: “Surprises at Judgment”
Wednesday Evening: “The Horrors of Hell”
Thursday Evening: “Heaven”
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M., in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 3 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 2 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
The lessons will be available for viewing on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php

in the world” (1 John 2:15). But oh how citizens of the heavenly city sometimes get sidetracked and we set down roots in this, a foreign
land. Better Homes and Gardens may be a magazine title, but it also is an apt description of our
misplaced goals as we futilely and foolishly layup earthly treasures—the same treasures that
perish with time (Mat. 6:19-21). It is apparent
that some brothers and sisters are willing to sell
their heavenly citizenship for the temporary
gratification of uncertain riches (1 Tim. 6:17),
but in 100 years, what will they matter? “For
we brought nothing into the world, for neither
can we carry anything out” (6:7).
Esau was not the only one who traded his
birthright for the material and mundane!
(2) Citizens of the heavenly country “wait”
for the glorious appearing of the Saviour. The
King James Version says we “look” for a Saviour.
The word in the original language denotes that
we “eagerly await” our Lord’s coming.
Now some folks might idle away the hours
while waiting for an appointment but Christians
have no time to waste! There is work to be done
and the day is passing quickly (John 9:4). So
while we wait for the coming—at a day and
hour when we know not (Mat. 24:36)—there
are matters that need our urgent and devoted
efforts.
(A) Personal study and devotion ought to
receive daily attention for us all (2 Pet.
3:18; 2 Tim. 2:15).
(B) Telling the Gospel story to those we
contact occupies our time while we wait
for the Saviour (Mark. 16:15).
(C) Restoring our erring brethren while
there is yet time will cause heaven to be
more populated ( Jam. 5:19-20).

(D) Training our children in the ways of
God is a top priority for wise parents
(Deu. 6:6-7; Eph. 6:4) in view of coming Judgment.
(E) Brethren ought to be peacemakers and
never troublemakers while we “wait for
a Saviour” (Mat. 5:9; Rom. 12:18) as
people who “follow after things which
make for peace” (Rom. 14:19).
(F) What progress have you made in becoming more like the Saviour each day?
Have you “added” to your life the virtues (2 Pet. 1:5-7) that make your sojourn and wait fruitful (1:8)?
We wait patiently for the Saviour to appear,
firmly resolved to be found “without spot and
blameless” in his sight (3:14). Our citizenship—our “commonwealth”—being in heaven, we long for our eternal abode (2 Cor. 5:1-4)
where decay, sickness, and sorrow are all things
of the past. With saints of bygone days, we too
say, “come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).
Our citizenship is not here, and we have not
yet completed our mortal walk. But days fly by,
they turn into years, and your life ends like a
tale that is told. Dear brother and sister, do you
want to go to Heaven? Have you made preparation? Are you ready to meet the Saviour at
the sound of the trump? Be faithful and do not
grow weary. We will soon lay the armor aside
and rest in our homeland.
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638

Where will your citizenship be?
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Lucille Staples (Baptist Hospital)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Wednesday Bible Reading

August 18
Elward Brantley

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

August 23
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
August 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 12
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 12-16
Gospel Meeting with Paul Vaughn.

Address Change

Robert Baker’s new address is: 409
Deborah Lane #B; Pensacola, FL 32514.
Please update your directory.
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Hell Is Real
Paul Vaughn

One of the most unpopular, unpleasant, unattractive, and politically incorrect topics in the
Bible is the subject of hell. It is perhaps the least
discussed of all biblical subjects. Some consider
it poor taste and others deny its existence. People
do not want to speak of it or hear about this most
dreadful place. Most prefer to talk about the love
of God or the grace of God. God’s love and grace
are marvelous topics to discuss and study, but that
does not mean that there is no hell.
Hell is real! It is the place of eternal punishment for the unrighteous. It is written, “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). It is a
place of pain and sorrow. Jesus, warning about hell,
said, “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched” (Mark 9:44). Hell is a place where
one drop of water on the tongue could bring relief from the pain. Jesus told of a “Rich Man” in

torments who begged for just that very thing. It is
written:
And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this
flame (Luke 16:24).
It is a place of eternal punishment (Mat. 25:46).
Hell need not be the eternal home for anyone.
God has made provision for man to escape the
pain of hell. It is through His Son, Christ Jesus.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6). Jesus is the one and only way to heaven, the
one and only way to escape the pain and sorrow of
hell. That leaves out everyone and everything else.
We must choose to serve God and eventually live
with Him in heaven or choose to turn our backs
on God and eventually suffer the anguish of hell.

Gospel Meeting
with

Paul Vaughn
September 12 - 16, 2010
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Thursday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Preparing for Eternity
Sunday Bible Class: “The Christian Platform”
Sunday Morning Worship: “Agony of the Cross”
Sunday Afternoon Worship: “Excuses”
Monday Evening: “When the Books Are Open (Judgment)”
Tuesday Evening: “Surprises at Judgment”
Wednesday Evening: “The Horrors of Hell”
Thursday Evening: “Heaven”
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M., in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 3 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 2 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
The lessons will be available for viewing on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php

God has always given man the right to choose.
Joshua said:
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will
serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the

flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land ye dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord (Jos. 24:15).
Dear friend, the choice is ours to make, choose
wisely because hell is real.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

What If I Am Lost?
Dub McClish

It should be a sobering and solemn thought
to all that the physical life of everyone ends in an
open grave. While physical life will cease for all,
each person has an immortal spirit that will never
die. What if I have failed to obey Jesus, the Savior,
when I die and find myself lost at the Judgment?
What will this mean? What is involved in being
lost, both in this life and in the world to come? If
I am lost:
I will miss the best earthly life. The God who
made us knows His creation fully. He knows how
we think, what is best for us, and what kind of life
will bring us the greatest degree of happiness and
peace. Those who deny ungodliness and worldly
lusts and live sober, righteous, and godly lives have
the best life here (Tit. 2:12).
I will miss Heaven, the culmination of all of
the blessings and promises of God. This eternal
realm is free of sin, sorrow, temptation, and pain
where we will be in the wonderful presence of
God, His Son, and all of the righteous ones of the
ages forever (Rev. 21:1-7). Christ returned to the
Father to prepare Heaven for those who are/will
be saved (John 14:1-4). I will forfeit Heaven if I
am lost.
I will be cast into Hell, neither a pleasant
prospect nor a popular subject, but a place about

which Jesus actually said more than He did about
Heaven. The Bible describes Hell as the culmination of all of the awfullest circumstances of this life
greatly multiplied. Those in Hell will undergo indescribable suffering and anguish in the company
of Satan, his demons, and all of the wicked people of the ages (Mat. 25:41, 46; Mark 9:48; Luke
16:23-28; 2 The. 1:9; Rev. 20:15; 21:8; et al.).
I will be lost forever. Hope of relief provides
some consolation for our earthly trials and pains,
but it is a total stranger to the inhabitants of Hell.
It is as eternal as Heaven, with no exit door or escape hatch (Mat. 25:41, 46; Luke 16:23-28). It is
not a place of probation; our probation period is
in this life. There are several “second chance” theories, but the Bible knows nothing of any of them.
I will cause others to be lost. We influence
most those we love the most (family, friends). The
lost rich man became concerned about his brothers, fearing too late they would follow him to the
place of torment (Luke 16:27-28).
Jesus died to prevent the tragedy of our being
lost. He saves those who obey Him (Mat. 7:21-23;
Mark 16:16; Heb. 5:8-9). The Bible will read at
the Judgment just as it reads now.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Lucille Staples (Baptist Hospital, send
cards to her home)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Wednesday Bible Reading

August 25
Paul Brantley
September 1
Bill Busch

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

August 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 12
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 12-16
Gospel Meeting with Paul Vaughn.
Make plans now to attend and invite
others to hear the Gospel preached.
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What Kind of Hearts Do We Need?

Hearts not hardened by sin: “But exhort one
another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin”
(Heb. 3:13).
Hearts prepared to seek and to do God’s
Word: “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek
the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in
Israel statutes and judgments” (Ezra 7:10).
Hearts that are wise: “So teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psa. 90:12).
Hearts that are upright: “Do good, O Lord,
unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts” (Psa. 125:4).
Hearts that do not think evil: “And Jesus
knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye
evil in your hearts?” (Mat. 9:4).
Hearts willing to forgive: “So likewise shall
my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their

trespasses” (Mat. 18:35).
Hearts filled with God’s Word: “Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee” (Psa. 119:11). “And these are they by
the way side, where the word is sown; but when
they have heard, Satan cometh immediately,
and taketh away the word that was sown in their
hearts” (Mark 4:15).
Hearts filled with love: “And hope maketh
not ashamed; because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us” (Rom. 5:5).
Hearts filled with Christ: “That Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love” (Eph. 3:17).
Hearts kept by peace: “And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phi 4:7).
Hearts filled with grace: “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching

and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).
Hearts that are purified: “Draw nigh to God,

and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands,
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded” (Jam. 4:8).
Author Unknown

Heaven

Paul Vaughn

The Scriptures teach that this world is not the
conclusion of life. There is heaven for the saved
and hell for all who reject God and are lost.
Heaven is a beautiful place that all should desire to see. God has given us a glimpse of the beauty of heaven in the Scriptures . It is written:
And he shewed me a pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the
midst of the street of it, and on either side
of the river, was there the tree of life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations (Rev.
22:1-2).
It is more wonderful and marvelous than words
can describe.
Heaven is the dwelling place of God and Jesus.
Stephen said at his death, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). John goes into the
throne room of heaven in the book of Revelation.
It is very highly figurative language, but it still
opens the door to the splendor of heaven.
After this I looked, and, behold, a door was
opened in heaven: and the first voice which
I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking
with me; which said, Come up hither, and
I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit:
and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and

one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to
look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone:
and there was a rainbow round about the
throne, in sight like unto an emerald (Rev.
4:1-3).
Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. Jesus said:
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also (John 14:2-3).
The way to heaven was prepared by the way of the
cross. The Lord also said:
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven (Mat. 7:21).
The only way to heaven is to put on Christ Jesus.
How does one put on Christ? It is written:
For ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27).
Heaven should be the goal of every person on
earth. Sadly, most are turning their backs on heaven for the passing pleasures and fading beauty of
earthly treasures. That truly is a tragedy.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Gospel Meeting
with

Paul Vaughn
September 12 - 16, 2010
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Thursday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Preparing for Eternity
Sunday Bible Class: “The Christian Platform”
Sunday Morning Worship: “Agony of the Cross”
Sunday Afternoon Worship: “Excuses”
Monday Evening: “When the Books Are Open (Judgment)”
Tuesday Evening: “Surprises at Judgment”
Wednesday Evening: “The Horrors of Hell”
Thursday Evening: “Heaven”
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M., in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 3 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 2 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
The lessons will be available for viewing on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Ray Dodd
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Lucille Staples, who passed
away on August 23, 2010. Lucille had been
a member of the Bellview congregation
from 1952 when the congregation began.
Please keep her family in your prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Sheila Myrick in the death of her uncle,
Bill Bryant, on August 24, 2010. Please
keep Sheila and her family in your prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 1
Bill Busch

Please Remember

September 12-16
Gospel Meeting with Paul Vaughn.
Make plans now to attend and invite
others to hear the Gospel preached.
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Why Have Gospel Meetings?
Dub McClish

Are Gospel meeting series still worth the time,
money, and effort they require? Many point to
the decline in attendance, when compared with
such efforts thirty or forty years ago, and some
congregations have discontinued them in favor of
bringing in some specialist on this or that social
problem. It cannot be gainsaid that they do not
attract the crowds they did in a previous, slowerpaced, less entertainment-oriented world.
However, I firmly believe Gospel meetings are
still worthwhile and that many good reasons exist
to continue having them.
1. They provide a period of concentrated teaching from God’s Word. Even in a four-day meeting,
at least six Gospel sermons will be delivered. Those
who attend all of them can gain much knowledge
and spiritual strength in a brief span.
2. They provide members of the church with
an excellent opportunity to bring their friends

who are not Christians to hear the Gospel, perhaps for the first time. This should always be one
of the purposes of a meeting.
3. They provide a time when non-Christians
may be persuaded to attend, which they often
cannot be on Sunday. The “I would have to miss
my church” excuse is thus removed. Probably
thousands who are now members of the Lord’s
church first heard the Gospel during a Gospel
meeting. Many of these were baptized into Christ
during such meetings.
4. They provide more opportunities for fellowship with brethren. This applies to the local congregation. Members of a congregation need to
get to know one another better than they can by
merely seeing each at regular assemblies. Gospel
meetings multiply such opportunities. This also
applies to brethren in other congregations who
will attend. We can thus meet new brethren and
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Paul Vaughn
September 12 - 16, 2010
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:00 A.M., & 1:00 P.M.
Monday – Thursday Evenings: 7:30 P.M.

Preparing for Eternity
Sunday Bible Class: “The Christian Platform”
Sunday Morning Worship: “Agony of the Cross”
Sunday Afternoon Worship: “Excuses”
Monday Evening: “When the Books Are Open (Judgment)”
Tuesday Evening: “Surprises at Judgment”
Wednesday Evening: “The Horrors of Hell”
Thursday Evening: “Heaven”
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 P.M., in the zone room.
Visitation Groups 3 & 4 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday
Visitation Groups 1 & 2 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday

Visitors are invited to every meal.
Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
The lessons will be available for viewing on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php

renew our acquaintance and enjoy fellowship
with those we have previously met.
5. Most important, Gospel meetings are one
proved method of carrying out the command
to preach the Gospel to everybody (Mat. 28:19;
Mark 16:15). Both the world and the church
need more, rather than less, Gospel preaching.
Churches that have ceased having Gospel meetings are not generally doing more, but less, to

preach the Gospel to every creature.
There are other good reasons for having Gospel
meetings, but these are more than enough for
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
(Mat. 5:6). Of course, if we choose not to attend,
we lose all of the benefits of such a potentially powerful exercise.
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Loyalty to Christ
Paul Vaughn

Loyalty is not found in the Bible, yet the principle of loyalty is found from cover to cover in the
Scriptures. To be loyal means that one has true allegiance to a constituted authority and is faithful
in commitment. Loyalty implies trust and confidence in the supreme authority.
Loyalty, faithfulness is a part of our lives in so
many ways. We should be loyal, faithful to our
promises. The government demands loyalty. It
is required in labor unions, political parties, and
the military. We want our police to be loyal to
the law. Loyalty is essential, demanded in the
Christian life. Jesus said, “Be faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
What does loyalty to Christ include? It demands that we are true to God’s Word. It is written, “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed” (John 8:31). One can only
be faithful to Jesus as long as he is abiding in the
doctrine of Christ.
Loyalty to Christ demands personal commitment to Him. It means putting Jesus above self.
“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me” (Mat. 16:24).

Pleasure, comfort, and personal safety must be
secondary at all times. We must put Jesus first if
we want to save our soul.
Sadly, decisions are made every day to whom
or what we place our trust and loyalty and it is not
Christ Jesus who comes out on top in our hearts.
In religion, many times people pledge their loyalty to a creed, religious school, denomination, a
preacher, and even honor their best friends above
loyalty to Jesus. Truly friends are of great treasure
and must be treated as precious, yet we must never let friendship or anyone or anything keep us
from the Lord.
The rewards of loyalty to Christ are great. He
has promised His faithful a home with Him in
Heaven. It is written:
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also (John 14:1-3).
To whom do you owe your loyalty?
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Ray Dodd
Charles Williams Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)
Linda Ochsenreiter (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s neighbor)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 8
Bill Crowe
September 15
Gospel Meeting with Paul Vaughn

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

September 12
Attendance Drive and Dinner on the
Grounds after the morning service.
September 12-16
Gospel Meeting with Paul Vaughn.
Make plans now to attend and invite
others to hear the Gospel preached.
September 20
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
September 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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A Tribute to the Bible
Franklin Camp

The Bible is no ordinary book. It may affect
us in one of two ways: properly studied and applied, it will affect us for good in time and eternity; improperly handled, it will cause one to lose
one’s soul.
The Bible is every man’s book. It is not intended for a special group (clergy or scholars). It
is written for the average person. Scholars may
study it and marvel at its depth, but common
folks may study and joy in its simplicity.
No one ever outgrows the Scriptures. The
more one studies them, the wider and deeper
they become. The Bible is the one book which
enables one to look into eternity. The best evidence for the Bible’s inspiration is found between
its covers. No one will ever be a useful Christian
unless he knows the Bible. Matthew Henry said,
“The Scriptures were not written to make us astronomers, but to make us saints.” It is no wonder

that Paul urged Timothy to study the Scripture,
“rightly dividing,” or handling aright, the Word
of Truth, that he might be an approved workman
before God (2 Tim. 2:15). There is no higher ambition on earth. The Bible acknowledges man’s
faults; it is patient with man’s weaknesses; it is severe with man’s sins; and it is honest with his virtues and his hopes.
To own a Bible is to be rich. To study, to know,
and to trust the Bible is to find life. To study the
Bible is to be wise; to obey it, to be strong. To
know the Bible and to handle it aright is the
greatest accomplishment within the reach of any
person. One may know English, astronomy, literature, music, sociology, and philosophy, but if
one does not know the Bible, one has failed in
the only subject that brings all things into their
proper relationship and that enables one to know
life at its best. One seeking to know the Bible will

endeavor to study its contents book by book,
meet its characters as they unfold through its
pages, study its types, its doctrine, its topics, paragraphs, sentences, and words. This is the work of
a lifetime.
The Bible can save many a heartache. The following was found on the fly-leaf of a Bible placed
by the Gideons in a motel in Birmingham,
Alabama: “May God bless the man who placed
this book here. I am a young lady twenty-one
years old, fatherless and motherless. Tonight this
book saved me from taking a wrong step. May
the next reader find in it the comfort that I did.”
There is no greater accomplishment in life than
to be able to rightly divide the Word of Truth. It
is worth all the sacrifice necessary. One can never

be truly great who does not know the Word, love
it, live it, delight in it, and teach it without perversion and without misrepresentation. The one
who knows how to handle it is in a position to
render the greatest service to the world.
The Bible is a mirror that enables us to see
ourselves as we really are. It is food which supplies
the strength we need, a lamp to guide our way, a
hammer to break and to build, a sword to fight
and to defend, a seed to plant and to grow, and a
goal to win and attain. There are no experiences
in life for which the Bible does not furnish a passage. May these thoughts lend encouragement to
all of us to become diligent students that we may
know the way of life and find the life that is life
Deceased
indeed.

Reading for His Own Benefit

The drawn expressions of shock were still
upon the faces of the neighbors and friends who
were gathering to offer sympathy to his widow.
Like most of us, these knew of the possibility of
death, but it was not expected here yet. His wife
met the three of us as we entered the room.
Her husband had died suddenly at the evening service soon after worship began. One minute he was singing praise and the next he was
slumping forward as his soul left the body. He
had prepared, but he was not ready. That is, he
had made preparation for changing worlds some
day by obeying the Gospel and growing for many
years into a mature soul, but he was not expecting
that this would be the day of death. We offered
our condolences as his wife recounted the already
precious memories of the hours spent with him
that day.
I was glancing around the room, noticing
the usual touches of comfortable housekeeping.

Beside what apparently was his favorite chair
were books and commentaries, arranged at hand
on a table as if they had been left in the midst of
use to go to the evening services of the meeting.
On that table was a well-worn Bible with a sheet
of paper marking a place in it. She saw my eyes
lingering on this place of study and she explained
that while she had ironed during the afternoon,
he had sat there and studied. One of them asked,
“Oh, was he preparing to teach a class?” “No,”
she replied, “he was just reading the Bible for his
own benefit.”
Now there is the key to conversion and
growth. The rich benefits of the Bible are available to those who read it with proper motives.
It is commendable to study, to read the Bible for
the purpose of sharing its truths with others, but
this is good only if we are constantly reading the
Scriptures for our own benefit.
Author Unknown

A Sound Church Is Hard to Find
Charles Pogue

More and more brethren find themselves traveling farther and farther to find a congregation
with which they can work and worship. Having
to drive 20-50 miles to find a sound church is
no longer out of the ordinary. In many small,
midsize, and large cities, even in the previously
labeled “Bible Belt,” there is not one faithful congregation to be found. Because of apostasy, our
nation is rapidly become a mission field.
A reality that complicates this issue even more
is that many brethren worship in congregations
that are unsound. However, they are so ignorant
of the Scriptures, and so untaught in the fact that
authority must be found in the Scriptures for all
that we do in word or deed (Col. 3:17), that they
do not even know their membership is with at
least a backsliding, if not completely apostate
congregation.
There is an assumption on the part of some
that if a congregation has not abandoned the
Biblical steps to salvation, the prescribed worship,
and the Divinely ordained organization, it is necessarily a sound congregation. Nay, verily! Here
are some things that preclude soundness in many

of those congregations:
• Endorsing unsound works and liberal brethren—World Bible School, for instance.
• In any way supporting efforts that are
unfaithful.
• Employing “children’s church” and/or small
group meetings in lieu of Sunday evening services.
• Involvement in “Lads to Leaders” and
“Leaderettes.”
• Creating “offices” that include women in
leadership roles.
• Fellowshiping those who have sinned, but
refuse to repent.
• Endorsing those who endorse false teachers.
• Dismissing Sunday night worship for the
Superbowl.
• Providing Scripture-starved sermons.
• Allowing agnostic presentations of the facts
of the faith.
The above list is in no way complete, and despite accusations of some, these are not “legalistically” determined issues.
12868 Bryant Ln; Rogers, AR 72756

The videos of the Gospel Meeting with Paul Vaughn can be viewed on our website at:
www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Malcolm Wooton Ray Dodd
Charles Williams Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Ella Hammac
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 22
Dale Cunningham
September 29
Ray Dodd

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

September 20
Visitation Group 3 will meet at 6:00
pm.
September 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 27
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
October 4
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Does the Church That Began on Pentecost Still
Exist Today and Has It Existed Since Pentecost?
Harrell Davidson

There are two readings from the Scriptures
that will serve as background information for this
short article. These are found in Matthew 16:1319 and Acts 2:47.
Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 that “I will build
my church.” In Acts 2:47 we notice that the saved
were added to “the church,” and this was done
on a daily basis according to the text. The church
spoken of in Matthew 16:18 and Acts 2:47 are
one and the same. The church had the promise
of His presence, (Mat. 28:20), conditioned upon
their teaching “all.” Those who were taught and
were baptized into Christ had the responsibility to continue in the “apostles’ doctrine” (Acts
2:42). It was the marching orders of the Lord’s
church. Our Lord had prayed for the apostles in John 17:20 when He said to the Father,
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word.”

Therefore, everyone that came under the banner
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ was to “continue
in the apostles’ doctrine.” They had no choice if
they would remain true to the Lord. The prophet
Daniel wrote about five hundred years before the
church had its beginning that “the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed…and it shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2:44).
Therefore, no group, falling short of this, can
claim His presence. The church was first comprised of the 12, the 120, and those who had
obeyed the teaching of both Jesus and John the
Baptist who were baptized for the remission of
sins as Mark 1:3-4 indicates as well as John 4:1-2.
The church had its beginning in Jerusalem (Isa.
2:3), but it would not only be for Jerusalem. The
Word was to be taught in every hamlet and village all over the world and that command is still
there for us because we have obeyed the “apostles’

doctrine.”
What became of this church?
Under apostolic leadership it multiplied numerical (cf. Acts 2:47; 4:4, 32; 6:7). It extended
geographically (Acts 8:5; 12:10 Antioch, 11:21
then to Antioch in Pisidia; Iconium, Derbe, Lystra,
Pamphylia, Perga, Europe—Acts 16, Thessalonica,
Phonecia, Syria, Athens, Greece, and Rome). It increased influentially rocking entire communities
and countries and was spoken of as “turned the
world upside down” (cf. Acts 17:6).
The church was the most amazing spectacle
of history from the human standpoint: the most
inexplicable accomplishment of all time was the
triumph and growth of this early church. It was a
small group, despised, uneducated (in the eyes of
the world), un-endowed materially, etc. Nothing
like the church had ever been before or after.
Some ponder in their minds the question:
“What became of the church historically?” After
the death of the apostles the church remained the
same because they adhered to the apostles’ doctrine. Men attempted to defile it (cf. 2 Pet. 2:1-2;
2 John 9:7-11; Jude 3). The first departure was one
man rule—Diotrephes (3 John). There is the ever
present danger of tangents both then and now.
There were Metroplolitan bishops, some warring
with each other. Actual apostasy began at such a
time with the Nicene Creed in 323, with the uniting of the church and state in 325. The pope was
declared the head in 533, by 666 the papacy was
complete. This was the going out from the church
(cf. 1 John 2:19). The Dark ages existed from
“Then cometh the end, when he shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule
and all authority and power” (1 Cor. 15:24).

about 400 to 1400. The Bible was forbidden to
the people; superstition, and etc. Through all this
conflict the remnant church existed.
Then came the period of reformation: there
was printing—1440, Renaissance—1450, Luther
and others. Their attempt, though vital, was not
yet a true reproduction of the early church. There
was the period known as the restoration that began in 1809. It is here that the remnant speaks out
and walks out, thus, in many communities we see
churches like those of the New Testament.
Someone may ask: “What is required to reproduce that church today?” Recognition of
the supreme authority of Jesus Christ (cf. Mat.
28:18-20) and believing that authority it is necessary to repudiate all human authority. There is the
requirement of simply and only and entirely accepting the terms of the Gospel for salvation and
entrance into the church. No voting! No creeds
(cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).
There must be the reproduction of local
churches of New Testament times, strictly according to pattern (cf. Heb. 8:5). As to organization
there are to be elders to rule under the authority of Christ as well as deacons (Col. 1:18). As to
name, individual (Acts 11:26), corporate (Rom.
16:16). The worship of the New Testament must
be duplicated today.
What became of the early church? It has lived
now nearly 2000 years. In Christ it will never
cease until He has delivered it up to the Father (cf.
1 Cor. 15:24). It exists today in Christ and over
the world comprising all obedient believers who
have been added by the Lord. No statistics can
be made of it because the number is in heaven. It
is destined to continue as long as this world shall
stand and then it will become the church eternal.
PO Box 215; Obion, TN 38240

Going Home after Worship
Winfred Clark

I find some interesting phrases in the Bible
to describe some folks who went to worship and
then went home. That is what Abraham proposed to do at the foot of Mount Moriah when
he said, “I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you” (Gen. 22:5). Jesus
described two men who went home from the
temple after they had prayed (Luke 18:14). Also,
one is impressed with the attitude of the eunuch
as he returns from worship reading his Bible (Acts
8:27-28).
How would these go home? What effect did
the devotion of worship have on their lives? What
impact would such make?
What of Abraham and Isaac? How would it
be with them as they went home after worship?
What occurred while they were at the place of

worship?
One can remember that this was the place
of sacrifice. It was a place where Abraham was
willing to lay on the altar the dearest he had on
earth. He would sacrifice his own son at God’s
command. To him and to Isaac worship became
a place of surrender as well as sacrifice. If there
was any resistance in his will such was surely
overcome.
Remember also the sacrifice of the ram in the
stead of Isaac. They came to see the substitute and
appreciated it.
May it be so with us. That worship becomes
the place of surrender and sacrifice as we come to
appreciate the death of our dear Lord.
Deceased

You Will Enjoy Worshiping at the Church of Christ

We welcome all visitors to our worship services. Visitors may come into the building and sit
anywhere they please. They will not be asked to
stand, raise their hand or publicly display themselves in any way that might prove embarrassing.
They may sit quietly and enjoy the worship, or
they may participate if they so desire.
Our plea is for primitive Christianity, the restoration of the apostolic church, and the unity of
all Christians. Jesus said, “The seed is the word of
God” (Luke 8:11). When this seed is sown today,
it will bear the same fruit that is produced in the
first century of Christianity.
We have Christ as our only creed. We have a
creed only in the sense that Jesus Christ is the fullness of God and, as the Son of God, is, therefore,

the object of the believer’s faith. “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Col. 2:16;
Mat. 16:16; John 20:30-31).
We have the Bible as our only guide. Our purpose is to speak where the Bible speaks and be
silent where the Bible is silent. We want to call
things by Bible names and do things in Bible
ways. There are no Catechisms, Disciplines,
Manuals, Prayer Books, Latter day revelations,
nor other man-conceived rule books used in our
service to God.
Our worship is scripturally patterned. It is
simple and plain enough for anyone to enjoy and
understood.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton Nancy Travis
Charles Williams Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Horace Myrick (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Hatcher’s friend)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 22
Dale Cunningham
September 29
Ray Dodd

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ray Foshee in the death of his nephew,
Terry Cockrell, on September 16. Please
keep Ray and his family in your prayers.
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Please Remember

September 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
September 27
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
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Free Speech
Ken Chumbley

With the recent confirmation of Elena Kagan,
by President Obama, to the Supreme Court, there
has come to light certain statements which show
that she advocates limits to the First Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution. She, along with others,
would argue that free speech should be limited.
She has written: “Whether a given category of
speech enjoys First Amendment protection, depends upon a categorical balancing of the value
of the speech against its societal costs.” While the
government may constitutionally restrict speech
based on “neutrally conceived harms,” Kagan
says it may not restrict speech based on “hostility toward ideas.” But, as she more or less acknowledges, this distinction ultimately collapses
because people are hostile to ideas they consider
harmful. Note, who is to decide, under this concept, what free speech is to be limited? The government! While such statements are aimed more
at political speech, and there are efforts by some

to restrict free speech against those who oppose
whatever the government of the day decides, it
has further implications in the religious world.
Such is seen in efforts to define as “hate speech”
the teaching of the Bible on certain topics, such
as homosexuality.
Did the framers of the First Amendment to
the Constitution believe that such restrictions
should be placed on free speech, or did the adoption of that amendment show that they rejected
such restrictions? The founding fathers of this nation or their ancestors, had come to this country to escape the restrictions and the sufferings
they had endured because of the restrictions that
governments placed on free speech? Clearly, they
came to escape the persecution that followed as
a result of their speech being subjected to the
government of the day’s perception of its “societal costs” and “conceived harms.” In time past
the temporal and spiritual authorities combined

together to regulate speech that they did not approve. One can read, in history, of the way that
those who spoke out were treated and even put
to death for expressing their views. This included
what happened to those who spoke out against
false religion. It was not just Roman Catholicism
that was involved with such but also the protestant reformers such as Martin Luther and John
Calvin and their followers. Also, the state church
established in England, the Church of England
(Episcopal Church) was also involved. One reads
of what happened with many who sought to proclaim the unadulterated Gospel of Christ in the
book, Traces of the Kingdom, written by Keith
Sisman. Today, it is not the temporal and spiritual authorities that attempt to restrict free speech,
but the temporal combined with the irreligious,
those who do not believe in God or accept the
Bible as the Word of God. Hence, the efforts to
restrict those who oppose such things as homosexuality from speaking out or simply quoting
what the Bible has to say. Remember the recent
case in England of the preacher who was arrested
and placed in jail for what he said when he taught
what the Bible says. Such is deemed by some as

“hate speech” and must be restricted while they
remain free to speak vile things against Christ, the
church, and Christians.
If those who would seek to limit the freedom
of speech guaranteed under the First Amendment
are allowed to succeed, we will find that the freedom of speech for Christians will be lost and the
free proclamation of the Word of God would be
restricted because it offends some and thus, “societal costs” and “conceived harms” would be sufficient reason for the government to ban such
speech. However, even in the first century the
apostles were called upon to cease preaching and
teaching about Christ (Acts 4). However, we note
the response of Peter and the rest of the apostles:
“We ought to obey God rather than men” (5:29).
May we ever uphold the First Amendment right
of free speech, even if we do not like what is said,
because it allows us to speak freely of the things of
God. If the forces that would seek to restrict free
speech and succeed, may we be ready to stand
with the apostles, whatever the cost and “obey
God rather than men.”
535 Belvedere Clearwater Rd
Belvedere, SC 29841

Why Do I Get So Little Out of Worship?
Bill Jackson

My cousin, returning from World War II,
stopped off to visit with us and attended worship
with us. He had come from a non-religious background, and it is doubtful that he had ever attended the services held by the chaplains, weak
as they were. I have seen few people so miserable
in my life as was that cousin when we were in
worship. Hardly any verse could be mentioned or
read that he had ever heard of; he knew nothing

of the New Testament church of the proper divisions of the Bible. He had no idea as to the items
of New Testament worship, or that Christianity
was a life to be lived outside the services. He indicated he obtained nothing from the Bible study
and worship. Of course he put nothing into it
either.
Well, in his ignorance of all things pertaining to the Bible, it is understandable that he “got

nothing from the worship.” Of much more concern are those in the kingdom, some for years,
who will still state, “I get so little out of worship!”
We firmly believe the same point is true that relates to that cousin of mine; we get something
out only when we put something in. There is no

For Me

H. L. Gradowith

Jesus holds my hand at night when I am lonely,
Jesus holds my hand and I look to Him only;
Jesus holds my hand: a precious Friend and
Brother,
Jesus holds my hand and comforts like no
other!
Jesus stands by me when other friends forsake
me,
Jesus stands by me when troubles overtake me;
Jesus stands by me when I am sad and lonely,
Jesus stands by me and I look to Him only!
Jesus died for me before I ever knew Him,
Jesus died for me despite what I did to Him;
Jesus died for me when I was sad and lonely,
Jesus died for me now I look to Him only!
Jesus rose again and went to Heav’n before me,
Jesus rose again and ever watches o’er me;
Jesus rose again now I’m not sad or lonely,
Jesus rose again and I look to Him only!
Jesus lives within, without Him where would
I be?
Jesus lives within and ever gives me vict’ry!
Jesus lives within so I’m not sad or lonely!
Jesus lives within: He is my One and Only!!!
Copied

excuse for a child of God to come to worship and
study with nothing, putting in nothing, and then
expecting anything but nothing.
1. Just think of these points as we approach
worship and study as a child of God.
2. Every song can remind me of Biblical
truths and my need to feel more appreciation for God and His efforts for me.
3. Every Bible verse given in classes and worship has a lesson for me, and should remind me of similar verses, and especially of my own need to know more of the
Bible.
4. Everything expressed in prayer should remind me of my own blessings, and of my
own praying and how I can improve it.
5. Every point made in song, prayer, and remarks at the Lord’s Table should cause me
to be more thankful for the sacrifice of the
Christ and make me more appreciative of
His death and shed blood.
6. Participation in giving to the Lord’s cause
should awaken in me greater appreciation
and love for the kingdom, its work, and
for the part I can have in it.
Even in the announcements made, I can see
opportunities for service in seeing the sick, shutins, and the bereaved, to say nothing of opportunities to greet and welcome visitors and newcomers. Getting nothing out of services? You should
be ashamed of yourself.
The fact is, I get something only when and if
I put in something. If I come to worship with an
empty bucket, want nothing in it, and by lack
of interest block anything that starts to enter it, I
will leave with an empty bucket. Keep it up, and
the bottom will rust out completely.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Debbie Dawson
Marge Williams
Nellie Read
Cary & Linda Parks Lanette Williams
Dot Lambert
Ray Dodd
Malcolm Wooton Nancy Travis
Charles Williams Ella Hammac
Marilyn Hall
Horace Myrick
Paul Brantley
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hailie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s granddaughter, surgery October 7)
Ricky Prosser (Terri Myrick’s brother;
West Florida Hospital)

Wednesday Bible Reading

September 29
Ray Dodd
October 6
Ray Foshee
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Please Remember

September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
October 4
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
October 10
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:30
pm, in room 7.
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Religion, Politics, and Issues of Concern
Tim Smith

To what extent does religion influence your
views about politics and the many issues of concern with which we are faced today? Would you
say that you are what you are religiously first and
then everything else falls into place based upon
your beliefs and principles? Or would you say
that politics is first, then religion, and the issues
of concern? How about issues of concern, politics, and then religion? (This sure seems like a lot
of questions—it is not a survey, I assure you.)
The Bible tells us that we are to seek the kingdom of God first (cf., Mat. 6:33), that we are to
be ever aware of and careful about the example
we set and the influence we exert (cf., 5:14-16),
and that we are to preach the Word (cf., 2 Tim.
4:1-8). For the faithful child of God, these (and,
we might add, numerous other) passages tell us
that we must be faithful to our Lord in all things
and in all ways and at all times. Religion—
more properly referred to as Jesus, the Bible, the

church—must guide us not only in the church
building, but also in our daily lives. Even our politics are not immune from this influence when
political matters “lap over” into religious matters.
For example, I think that, provided an issue
does not involve a practice or position that endangers a soul (in view of eternity and the Judgment)
that issue has no place in the pulpit. If candidate
“A” wishes to build a bridge over “River Two” in
“Anytown” and candidate “B” opposes such a
matter, I would think that any faithful child of
God could vote for either of the candidates and
in so doing do no harm to his/her soul. I do not
believe that the church ought to be involved as
an institution in the campaign, as such is not in
her domain. If, however, candidate “A” wishes to
make it easier to murder (illicit taking of human
life) babies or grant marriage licenses to homosexuals and the like, then no faithful Christian
could cast a vote for that person without doing

harm to his/her soul. Why? Simply because to
support murder or homosexuality is to support
that which is opposed by our Lord (as He has
revealed truth to us on the pages of Holy Writ).
How could one vote for a person who will take
the office to which he/she has been elected and
use it to further a cause that is itself in opposition
to the cause of Christ?
I have worked hard through the years to keep
myself (as respects my reputation and influence)
separate from politics. I do not like to turn on
the television and see preachers advocating political candidates or parties. It is most distasteful
to me. I also do not like to see government opposing or endorsing and advocating specific religions. Though I have often been asked through
the years, I have never agreed to speak to the congregations I have served in favor of a specific candidate. It is, in my opinion, an abuse of the influence inherent in the position I hold to allow
it to be applied to politics. I have never “opened
the pulpit” to a candidate (or his/her representative). I think such is wrong. No matter how good
a man may be, the place to conduct political campaigns is not the worship assembly (or the Bible
class, etc.).
All of that said, I have often spoken on issues that are both in the political realm and in

the religious realm. I always come down on the
Bible side and I feel no compulsion to invite
someone from “the opposition” to come in and
defend their practice. I often speak of the horrors
of abortion. I do not see how any person claiming to be a faithful Christian can cast a vote for a
man/woman who supports that practice and still
think that they are pleasing God in so doing. I
cannot imagine a faithful Christian casting a vote
for a candidate who wishes to make it easier for
homosexuals to gain the respectability (?) of a
marriage license. There are many issues in most
political campaigns, and they seldom come down
to just one or two things and I understand that;
but, for whatever else a man may contend, if he
contends for something which is itself in direct
opposition to the Bible, I cannot cast my vote for
him. I will not vote for that which opposes the
will of God—the very power of God unto salvation (cf., Rom. 1:16).
So, what is my point? Simply this—when you
vote (as when you do anything else), vote your
conscience—all of it—nothing excluded.
And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by him (Col.
3:17).
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301

For Heaven’s Sake What Are You Doing?

I’ll never forget the man who offered me a
job at what I then thought was a fabulous salary,
with promised opportunities to multiply it. I was
grateful; even flattered. But I told him I had no
interest. In exasperation he said, “I can’t understand why you choose to waste your life in such a
tasteless occupation. You could do much better.”
Some occupations are greeted with a yawn.

No opportunity for advancement. No excitement. The real challenge is out in the tough-andtumble world. Where you can build something
and accumulate something.
Ah, but when the final form is filed is it really the net worth that counts? Several well-known
persons have died in the past several decades.
The names are familiar: Hughes, Onassis, Getty,

		
			
		
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
			
			
			
			
				

etc. They played the game better than most and
won. Or did they? Do you now consider them
successful?
I do not want to live in such a way that it is all
over when it is all over, if you know what I mean.
I want to do something which outlasts my
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physical life! That is the investment that counts!
Somewhere I read of a preacher who developed his sermon around the statement, “What
in the world are you doing for heaven’s sake?” He
said that every Christian should respond to the
question five times, emphasizing progressively a
different portion of the statement as follows:
1. What in the world are you doing for heaven’s
sake?
2. What in the world are you doing for heaven’s
sake?
3. What in the world are you doing for heaven’s
sake?
4. What in the world are you doing for heaven’s
sake?
5. What in the world are you doing for heaven’s
sake?
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Lanette Williams
Marge Williams
Ray Dodd
Cary & Linda Parks Nancy Travis
Dot Lambert
Ella Hammac
Charles Williams
Horace Myrick
Marilyn Hall
Malcolm Wooton
Debbie Dawson
Mary Cunningham
Nellie Read
Iris Gallaher (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’ granddaughter, surgery–October 7)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson, surgery–October 5)
Jamie Nantz (Ray & Dot Dodd’s
great-niece)

Wednesday Bible Reading

October 6
Ray Foshee
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God Is No Respecter of Persons:
We All Heed to the Same Standard…
Johnny Oxendine

One of the beautiful things about the law of
God is that we are all accountable to Him, and all
held to the standard He set. This certainly means
that those who might not obey the Gospel call
will still be judged by the Lord for their failure to
comply:
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel
(2 The. 1:7-8).
We can also read another confirmation of this
in Romans 14:11-12:
For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue
shall confess to God. So then every one of
us shall give account of himself to God.
Peter preached equality in a different context
in Acts 10:34 with the acceptance of Gentiles

into the kingdom. Not only does this mean that
God offers salvation to all men everywhere, but
also the need for all men everywhere to come to
repentance (17:30).
A study of 1 Corinthians 5 is of great importance. The incident recorded there proves that regardless of the status or role that one might have
in a congregation, there is still the law of God to
obey—and He will hold us to that (even when
we do not want to be held to it ourselves, among
brethren). Whoever the brother was in that chapter who had sinned in such as way that Paul (certainly not in Corinth at the time) did not see or
feel the need to go back and talk to the brother about it (face-to-face), and only relied on the
testimony (today that is called hearsay) of other
brethren who brought him the information. In
some parts of the brotherhood today Paul would
be a rabble-rouser to some who “nitpicked” in

congregational “squabbles.” (Maybe he was hoping to score some points with the other apostles!
More likely, Paul was defending and contending
for the faith he held dear.)
God’s standards are wonderfully made. Our
duty is to keep those laws (commandments) regardless of the outcome or the number of people who march lockstep to the drums of men. In
John 9, when the parents of the man whom Jesus
healed were asked by the Pharisees to comment
on his miraculous sight, this is how they (and
many today) responded:
And they asked them, saying, Is this your
son, who ye say was born blind? how then
doth he now see? His parents answered
them and said, We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind: But by
what means he now seeth, we know not;

or who hath opened his eyes, we know
not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for
himself. These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had
agreed already, that if any man did confess
that he was Christ, he should be put out of
the synagogue (9:19-22).
This is a tragic account of cowardice on their
part, but socially it truly turned out worse for the
man who was healed. When further pressed by
the Pharisees and giving them answers, they then
said to him arrogantly in verse 34: “dost thou
teach us?” and they cast him out!
We want to remember that we will all give
an account to God for our actions, and we want
them to be according to His will, not necessarily
the “majority” lockstep mindset.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Motivation for the Christian to Develop Godliness
(2 Peter 3:11-12)
David P. Brown

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to
be in all holy conversation and godliness,
Looking for and hasting unto the coming
of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
Notice that verses eleven and twelve comprise
a rhetorical question. Peter is appealing to what
his readers already know to motivate them to
greater service. Remember that Peter began chapter three by pointing out that he would “stir up”
their “pure minds by way of remembrance” (3:1).
We are wrong today not to remind the brethren of what they have been taught for the purpose

of helping them have a closer walk with God. Paul
did this (Rom. 6; Col. 3). It is a shame and disgrace that some today would label their preaching negative and, therefore, unloving. The inspired
Peter thought that it would have positive effects in
bringing Christians to greater heights of spirituality. Would that we would be content with God’s
approach in developing godly character and reject “the every thing is beautiful,” “I’m okay, you’re
okay” false philosophy.
Most people (many in the church) are not
“beautiful” nor “okay” morally and spiritually.
What makes the church think that we or the
world in the twenty-first century is better off than
the church and the world in the first century? All

need the same thing today as was needed then.
Sin continues to be the problem. The world
must be called to salvation through the Gospel of
Christ (Rom. 1:16). Moreover, the church must
be taught those things of the Gospel that pertain to godliness (2 Pet. 1:1-15). The pattern of
how to accomplish this is not found in denominational, sectarian preachers, nor the Zig Ziglers
of our time. Follow the example of our Lord, the
prophets, the apostles, and the evangelists found
in the Bible and you will never dissatisfy God in
any way.
1. Regarding sanctification, godly character
is developed in the child of God when
there is the full realization that:
2. Our old manner of life ceased with repentance (Acts 3:19); and that we are born
anew when we rise from the watery grave
of baptism (Rom. 6:3-4).
3. A strong desire for the “sincere milk of the
word” is cultivated that growth may be
obtained (1 Pet. 1:22-23; Mat. 5:6; Heb.
5:12-14).
4. We will have Biblical authority for all our
beliefs and practices (Col. 3:17).
5. We will always teach the Gospel to the
lost (Mark 16:15).
6. We will edify the church in the way that
God has instructed us (1 Cor. 12:13-27;
Eph. 1:22-23).
7. We will, in every way, seek the things that
are above as the Bible teaches us how to
do so (Col. 3:1-2; 1:5; Mat. 6:19-21; Phi.
3:20; 1 Pet. 1:4).
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Canned Meat & Peanut Butter

8. We will contend for “the faith” and preach
the Gospel at all times and places conducive for such activity (2 Tim. 2:2; 4:1-5;
Jude 3).
When the time comes for the heavens by fire
to be “dissolved, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat,” what will be most important to
men? For that matter, if at death we are rational,
what will occupy our thoughts? Please consider
the following questions relative to determining
what is most important in life:
1. Will the world economical crises be
important?
2. Will the various wars that will be going on
concern us?
3. Will our houses, cars, insurance policies,
bank accounts, social security, or debts
have our attention?
4. Will the acquisition of wealth and fame
be of concern?
5. Brethren, will anything that pertains to
this physical realm hold any interest for us
at the Lord’s second coming or the day of
our death?
To the sober and honest-minded person to ask
these questions is to answer them (Mat. 6:33).
The only sane conclusion for us is that of the
writer of Ecclesiastes and the apostle Paul: all that
really matters is “the keeping of the commandments of God” (Ecc. 12:13-14; 1 Cor. 7:19; John
12:4-8).
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this
is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecc.
12:13-14).
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home)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Jamie Nantz (Ray & Dot Dodd’s
great-niece)
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How to Study Your Bible

Begin at the Beginning of the Book
People often approach Bible study in a rather
strange manner. One person said he just began
studying wherever his Bible happened to open.
With this approach, it is no wonder that people cannot understand the Bible. With this approach, one cannot understand a novel. To understand what God’s will for us is, we must begin
our study at the beginning of the book.
Have an Open Mind
In order to understand clearly what God is
saying, we must free our minds from all prejudices and pre-conceived ideas. If we begin our study
with our minds already made up, we will never
learn the truth. As we study we must always have
an open mind.
Determine Who Is
Speaking and to Whom
Not everything recorded in the Bible is spoken by God. God has seen fit, upon occasions,
to record what others have said. For example,
“Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he

give for his life” (Job 2:4) was spoken by Satan.
Neither does everything spoken in the Bible apply to me specifically. For example, God’s command to “Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a
land that I will shew thee” (Gen. 12:1) applies
only to Abram. In every sentence we must carefully observe who is speaking and to whom it is
spoken if we are to have a clear understanding.
Determine in Which Period of Bible
History the Words Were Spoken
Not everything recorded in the Bible applies
to us specifically because there are three major
periods of Bible history—the Patriarchal, the
Mosaical, and the Christian. The Patriarchal or
father-rule period when God communicated
through the fathers, began with Adam and covers the book of Genesis up to the giving of the
Mosaical law on Mount Sinai in the book of
Exodus. Careful study reveals that the Mosaical
law was given only to the descendents of Jacob, or
the Jews, who had been slaves in Egypt and were

led out of bondage by Moses.
The Mosaical law was to be a schoolmaster
to bring them to Christ (Gal. 3:24-25). When
Christ came, died on the cross, and was raised
from the grave, the Mosaical law was fulfilled
(Mat. 5:17; Col. 2:14). After the death of Jesus,
the law of Christ under which we live, came
into being (Heb. 9:16-17). The events which
took place during the time of the Patriarchal
and Mosaical laws are all true and we must study
them to learn more perfectly God’s dealing with
man, but those laws do not apply to us today. We
live under the law of Christ and if we try to live
by any of the commandments given during the
Mosaical period of time, we displease God and
put our souls in jeopardy (Gal. 5:1-4).
Always Observe the Verb Tenses
As is true with any writing the verb tenses are
most meaningful because they tell us whether the
action is now, in the future, or already past. About
six months before Jesus was crucified He said,
“upon this rock I will build my church” (Mat.
16:18). The verb tense shows that the church had
not been built at that time but would be at some
future time. Unless we observe very carefully the
verb tenses, we will misunderstand what God is
saying.
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Carefully Observe the Use of Pronouns
The use of pronouns often gives us a deeper insight into what God is saying. For an example, only by the observance of pronouns do
we learn that Luke stayed in Philippi to work
with the newly formed congregation (Acts 16:117:1). Read this passage and observe the usage of
pronouns.
Pay Attention to Signal Words
Watch carefully for the little words such as
“but,” “for,” “wherefore,” and “therefore.” These
words are very important as they signal a contrast,
and explanation or a conclusion.
Always Observe the Context
We must never be guilty of taking verses out
of their context to prove a conclusion we have already made or, some pet theory we might hold.
Always read the verses before and after to get the
thought and allow verses to stay in the context.
For example, many have taken Paul’s statement,
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him”
(1 Cor. 2:9) to refer to heaven. To do this is to
take it out of context. By reading the verses before and after, we learn that what Paul is really
talking about is the revelation. Always be sure to
leave verses in their context in order to learn exactly what God is saying.
Author Unknown

“Neo-Conservatives”
Charles Pogue

Jesus warned the multitude to beware of
wolves who come in sheep’s clothing (Mat.
7:15). A wolf in sheep’s clothing is attempting to
persuade his potential prey that he is something

he is not. If he is identified falsely, it enhances his
chances of devouring a pursued-after meal. He is
more dangerous than an undisguised wolf, because he appears to be one of the sheep. However,

when his costume is stripped away, he is still a
dangerous wolf.
In the church today, some brethren are claiming to be conservative, but it is a disguise. Their
cover is the claim that, “I do not personally believe the New Testament authorizes instrumental
music in the song service, therefore, I do not use
it, but I can’t say to use it is a sin.” Such a claim
exposes this “neo-conservative” for what he really is—an old liberal wolf wrapped up in sheep’s
clothing. He decides not to make an issue out of
instrumental music, does not oppose it, nor yet
determines that instrumental musical accompaniment in the song service is a fellowship issue.
Such a person is neither conservative nor sound
in doctrine. Consider two passages.
A sound Christian recognizes that one’s doing something that is not authorized by the New
Testament is doing something that is not being
done in the name of Christ (Col. 3:17). That,

despite the “neo-conservative’s” contention to the
contrary, constitutes a fault. If it does not, why
believe there is no authority for instrumental music in the first place? If he does not confess it is a
fault, he has denied his own position.
The brother who sees someone overtaken in
a fault is obligated to restore him (Gal. 6:1-2). A
fault is a deviation from the truth, and carries the
idea in this passage of being taken by surprise or
without warning; one who is fooled by a wolf in
sheep’s clothing! The brother who knows there
is no authority for instrumental music, but fails
to stand against it has loosed the command of
Galatians 6:1-2, and thereby exposes himself as a
liberal, not a “new” or any other kind of conservative. He is just as much a wolf in sheep’s clothing
as the one who tripped up the brother who was
overtaken in a fault in the first place.
12868 Bryant Ln; Rogers, AR 72756

Peer Pressure
G. K. Wallace

We are told that young folks today are ruled
by clicks in school and elsewhere. It is called “peer
pressure.” They must conform to the group to
belong. Who are these group leaders? They are
those who wear jeans so tight they cannot stoop
over. They have no savings in the bank and will
not get a haircut. They do not attend Sunday
school and have filthy mouths. They use tobacco, dope, marijuana, and exceed the speed limit when they drive. They make the dance, drink
beer, wine, and hard liquor. Why would a young
person let someone like that set the pattern of life
for him? My father said to me when I was young
and wanted to go to a certain place, in reply to a

statement, “everyone is going,” he said: “What has
that got to do with it?” Do not tell me that you
are free when you are under the control of “peer
pressure.” You are a slave to the wrong crowd.
Stand for what is right regardless of what others
do. Daniel was not afraid of “peer pressure” when
he refused to “eat the King’s dainties” (Dan. 1:8).
Stephen chose to die rather than be a part of the
crowd (Acts 7:59). Timothy, at age 15, stood for
right regardless of what his peers thought (Acts
16:1-4). “Let no man despise thy youth; but be
thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation [conduct], in charity [love], in spirit, in
faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12).
Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:
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Marge Williams
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Dot Lambert
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Mary Cunningham
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Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
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granddaughter)
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Born’s grandson)
Jamie Nantz (Ray & Dot Dodd’s
great-niece)
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Is the Bible Our Talisman?
Terry M. Hightower

In 1 Samuel 4:10-22 the nation of Israel’s army
is slaughtered, the ark of the covenant taken, and
Eli’s sons killed, leading to the deaths of Eli and
his daughter-in-law. The people put great stock in
the ark of the covenant and apparently thought
that the mere presence of the ark was enough to
guarantee the presence of God (4:5, 21-22).
Although Eli’s daughter-in-law said, “The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God is
taken,” the truth is that Israel lost her glory when
Eli’s sons corrupted the moral and spiritual living
of the nation. As priests of Israel, they had been
running rampant in sin, so much so that they
were even committing adultery “with the women
that did service at the door of the tent of meeting” (2:22).
The Bible describes these sons as “base men”
who knew not Jehovah (2:12) because they also
violated the rules of priests concerning sacrifices and that “despised the offering of Jehovah”

(2:13-17). The people, including their father, Eli,
allowed all this to happen before their very eyes,
but they did not put the sin out of “the camp.”
Because of this the people lost sight of their
real strength—God (Psa. 46:1; 89:15-18), and
trusted in the ark as an image or good-luck charm.
This is the same way that the pagan, superstitious Philistines viewed the ark (1 Sam. 4:7; 5:12)! Instead of repenting of wickedness and praying to God, the people of Israel all just shouted
with a great shout (4:5) as the ark came into their
camp. This was much as the pagans of Ephesus
wildly shouted for the idol Diana in the apostle
Paul’s day in Acts 19:28-34. Many members of
the church today, including those in your congregation (you and me, brother and sister), think
that the mere presence of a Bible in their home,
or that mere membership in the church is a guarantee of God’s presence?
Has the ignored Bible, or the church building

We had best wake up to
the truth of Paul’s teaching in
Hear..........................................................................Romans 10:17
1 Corinthians 6:9: “Or know
Believe...........................................................................Mark 16:16
ye not that the unrighteous
Repent.........................................................................Luke 13: 3, 5
shall not inherit the kingdom
Confess..................................................................Romans 10:9-10
of God?” When Israel repentBaptism............................................................................. Acts 2:38
ed by putting away their idols,
Be Faithful....................................................... 1 Corinthians 15:58
and rendered true service to
Jehovah, they prevailed over the
become our good-luck charm? Christians are to
Philistines (1 Sam. 7). There is
study, grow, and teach others (2 Tim. 3:16-17;
simply no substitute for obedience in righteous1 Pet. 3:15), but I fear that many brethren are not
ness. God help us to put Christ first in our lives
giving diligence to present themselves approved
like we know we should.
unto God (2 Tim. 2:15).
PO Box 244; Vega, TX 79092

God’s Plan of Salvation

If Baptism Is Not a Condition of Salvation,
Will You Answer These Questions?
Franklin Camp

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost
(Acts 2:38).
1. If baptism is not a condition of salvation,
why did Peter mention baptism since he was answering the question of what to do to be saved?
(2:37).
2. If baptism comes after salvation, would not
repentance also follow salvation, since they are
joined by the conjunction and?
3. Is not repentance and baptism in this verse
both for the same purpose?
4. If salvation comes before baptism, why does
Peter say it is “for the remission of sins”?
5. If the phrase, “for the remission of sins” in
Acts 2:38 means because of remission, would not
the same phrase in Matthew 26:28 mean because

of remission of sins?
6. Did Jesus shed His blood because men were
already saved?
7. If Christ did not shed His blood because
men were already saved, would it not follow that
men are not baptized because they were already
saved? The phrase in Matthew 26:28 and Acts
2:38 are identical in both the Greek and English.
8. Would it not be a false doctrine to teach
that Christ shed His blood because men were already saved?
9. Likewise, is it not a false doctrine to teach
that men are baptized, because they are already
saved?
10. If the people on Pentecost were saved before they were baptized, why were they not added
to the church until they were baptized, since such
as should be saved were added to the church?
(2:47).

.

.
.

.

.

.

11. The word church means “the called out”
and only those baptized were added to the church.
If one is saved before he is baptized, would he be
saved before he is called out of the world?
12. Is salvation in the world or in Christ?
(2 Tim. 2:10).
“Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).
“He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day” (John 12:48).
“Then cometh the devil, and taketh away the
word out of their hearts, lest they should believe
and be saved” (Luke 8:12).

1. Can one be saved and not receive the Word?
2. All who received the Word on Pentecost
were baptized.
3. Were there any on Pentecost who were
saved that did not receive the Word?
4. Does the Word say baptized for the remission of sins or baptized because of remission of
sins?
5. How is it possible for one to be baptized as
the Word teaches, and not be baptized for the remission of sins?
6. If you were not baptized for the remission
of sins, you were not baptized as the Word teaches and therefore were not saved.
7. If not, why not?
Deceased

On Complaining about the Work of the Church

A man once called an elder, complaining
of his dissatisfaction with the program of the
church. He was kindly invited to come by and
talk the matter over. He accepted, and they had
quite a lengthy discussion about things that were
needed that could be done more efficiently. The
elder gratefully acknowledged the wisdom of the
member’s ideas.
He then expressed his appreciation of the
man’s concern for the work of the church and
told him they were looking for someone to take
the leadership in a program of this kind. Then, he
replied: “Will you take the assignment of leadership here?” Back came the reply: “Oh, no! I don’t

have time. With my civic duties, job, then there
is always company coming, I just don’t have the
time to get involved. But, I would be glad to advise you any time.” To this the elder replied: “This
is the problem now. We have some 150 advisors.
That is why a lot of things you mentioned are not
being done. We need workers, not advisors.”
Do you recognize yourself in this account?
Have you become an advisor or a criticizer instead of a worker? Those who are doing the work
generally do not have the time to criticize. Think
about this!
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Cary & Linda Parks Ella Hammac
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Mary Cunningham
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd
Debbie Dawson
Rubye Bailey (The Haven)
Malcolm Wooton (Hospice care at
home)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

October 27
Horace Myrick
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Book of Romans Versus Realized Eschatology
Jess Whitlock

After having studied the heretical doctrine of
Kingism, i.e., Realized Eschatology or a.d. 70
Theory, I soon noted that this error can be refuted in part by every book of the New Testament.
Perhaps one of the most damaging books of the
New Testament in the refutation of realized eschatology is Romans.
A few years ago I noticed that there is one
aspect of this doctrine that followers of Max
King do not want to discuss. It is the study of
the Law of Moses in relation to the mandatory
a.d. 70 date that has become a fixation with these
people. They have actually replaced the cross of
Christ with the destruction of Jerusalem in a.d.
70. Everything of importance to the Bible believer, they say, centers around a.d. 70 and the destruction of Jerusalem and not the cross of Christ.
Kingites contend that the church did not come
in actuality until a.d. 70. Kingites contend that
the Old Law was not taken out of the way at the

cross (Col. 2:14), but rather had to wait until the
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. Yet, there
is one proposition that is nearly impossible to get
a follower of Kingism to affirm:
The Bible teaches that the Law of Moses
was not abolished before the destruction of
Jerusalem (a.d. 70) as God’s acceptable law
for the Jews.
I would gladly sign the negative, but where
is the follower of Max R. King who will sign in
the affirmative? None seem interested in coming to the defense of this error. When you study
Romans carefully you begin to see why this is the
case.
Romans 8:1-4 affirms that we are under the
law of the spirit of life in Christ. It will not do
to say that we are “not under law.” A Christian is
a person who must be concerned about the law.
Most serious students of the Word understand
that we are not under the Law of Moses. Most

students of the Word realize the Roman correspondence was written circa a.d. 58.
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (10:4). Christ
was the end of that old law. Having declared
that man could only become righteous in God’s
sight through faith in Christ, Paul in the following verses enlarges upon that thought. Compare
Galatians 3:24-25 with Romans 10:4 and see the
futile plight of the would-be defender of the Max
King heresy.
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ;
that ye should be married to another, even
to him who is raised from the dead, that we
should bring forth fruit unto God (7:4).
Paul was inspired of the Holy Spirit. He wrote
this 12 years before the destruction of Jerusalem.
You see the dilemma, don’t you? The Kingite
must make these brethren guilty of spiritual adultery, i.e., bigamy. Paul has just illustrated (7:1-3);
a woman cannot marry another man while her
husband liveth without committing adultery.
After her husband dies, then she is at liberty to

marry another. After having made the illustration,
Paul now draws forth an irrefutable conclusion in
Romans 7:4ff and Ephesians 2:14-16. You see the
grave difficulty presented to Max King’s doctrine.
I know, and am persuaded by the Lord
Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself:
but to him that esteemeth any thing to be
unclean, to him it is unclean (Rom. 14:14).
In this context Paul has been discussing meats
(food) that were counted unclean under the Old
Law of Moses. Remember, we are reading correspondence which predates a.d. 70. Paul is “persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing
unclean of itself.” Now, if the Law of Moses was
still binding, that meat would still be considered
unclean. The only conclusion is that the Law of
Moses had been taken out of the way. Compare
Colossians 2:14 with Romans 14:14 and we
see proof positive that the Old Law is no longer
binding. We are now under the law of the spirit
of life in Christ (8:1-4).
This is a small sample of how Romans rocks
realized eschatology to its knees!
270 W Brooks St; Evant, TX 76525

“Peace and Truth in My Days”
Lee Moses

What will be the state of the church of Christ
in the United States in 100 years? 50 years? 20
years? While it is difficult to know for sure, there
are certainly some storm clouds on the horizon.
Congregations considered to stand for the truth
twenty years ago no longer consider adherence to
the New Testament pattern essential to fellowship or salvation. Congregations once considered
to be the staunchest stalwarts of the faith are now
teetering on the brink of apostasy. These and other warning signs should cause alarm to the saints.

And many faithful brethren are indeed alarmed
at the direction of many of the Lord’s people.
However, far too many, while not necessarily in
agreement with the change agents, are turning a
deaf ear to these problems.
Though generally considered one of the righteous kings of Judah, King Hezekiah sinned
against God by proudly displaying all the treasures of his palace to a group of Babylonian ambassadors (2 Kin. 20:12-13; 2 Chr. 32:31). God
told Hezekiah that He would punish him for





this by sending the Babylonians to take away
all his possessions, and to take away his descendants as eunuchs into captivity—however, none
of this was to happen within Hezekiah’s lifetime
(2 Kin. 20:17-18). Hezekiah responded to the
pronouncement of God by saying:
Good is the word of the Lord which thou
hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if
peace and truth be in my days? (20:19).
Hezekiah was right in saying that God’s Word
was “good.” As always, God’s pronouncement
was righteous and just (Psa. 119:75). However,
Hezekiah’s reasoning that it was good was because
he would have “peace and truth in his days”
smacks of selfishness and lack of vision. This
may be a large part of the reason so many turn
away from hearing about the problems facing
the church today. They are not currently hearing
any error preached from their pulpits, they are
able to worship according to the scriptural pattern, and visitors are able to hear what they must
do to be saved. So as they perceive it, they have
both “peace and truth.” However, what about the
church which they are leaving to their children,
and to their children’s children? They choose to
be ignorant of the problems facing the church.
Liberals and all false teachers feed on ignorance,
because only knowledge can check their devious designs (Acts 20:29-32; Col. 2:3- 4; compare
with Hos. 4:6). And as liberalism goes unchecked
throughout various parts of the brotherhood,

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 7
Set your clocks back one hour

other congregations enjoy “peace and truth” in
their own hidden little corner.
While storm clouds may be on the horizon,
this does not mean that it is time to “hide in the
storm cellar.” Christ knew that the gates of Hades
would not be able to prevail against His church;
that is, even His impending death would not stop
the church’s establishment (Mat. 16:18). It can
be certain that as long as the church stands upon
the solid rock of the Word of Christ, it will never fall (7:24-27). And as long as the church does
this, all in it will be granted “the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding” (Phi. 4:7). But
if it is not preparing itself for battle, it cannot long
stand:
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places. Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand (Eph. 6:11-13).
The church of our Lord cannot be selfish, and
if vision was needed at any time, it is now. We
need leaders who will set goals for the future and
form plans to achieve those goals. We need uncompromising preachers and leaders who will
identify and address problems; not only in their
own congregations, but wherever they are seen
and need to be addressed. We need brethren who
will see the need to address and correct error. We
should all desire and endeavor to see peace and
truth—not only in our days, but until the Lord
comes again.
PO Box 251; Mammoth Springs, AR 72554

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Nellie Read
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Cary & Linda Parks Ella Hammac
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Mary Cunningham
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd
Debbie Dawson
Rubye Bailey (The Haven)
Malcolm Wooton (Hospice care)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

November 3
Ray Pierce

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
November 8
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Beacon

This week’s Beacon was printed early due
to the secretary being on vacation.



BEACON
Vol. XXXIX / No. 45
November 8, 2010
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
(850) 455-7595
Internet Web Page: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Fred Stancliff
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
Bill Busch, Bill Crowe, James Loy
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Bring the Book
Paul Vaughn

One of the most interesting characters in the
Old Testament is Nehemiah. He was a contemporary of Ezra the prophet. Nehemiah challenges the Jews to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. In
Nehemiah 8 the people came together to worship God and give praise to Him (8:1-10). It is
written:
And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was
before the water gate; and they spake unto
Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law
of Moses, which the Lord had commanded to Israel (8:1).
The worship service meant something to those
people. The reading and explaining of the Word
of God lasted from morning until midday, about
six hours.
When the Jews came together to worship,
they did not unite to hear funny jokes, to be
entertained, or to see uncontrolled displays of
emotionalism. The Israelites wanted to hear and

understand God’s Word. They had great respect
for the reading of God’s Word. It is written, “And
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when
he opened it, all the people stood up” (8:5). They
stood to hear the wonderful words of God.
What should be our attitude when it comes
to the reading of God’s Word and in worship to
God? One of respect and awe for God. Too often
in the worship hour today it is nothing more than
self-gratification with entertainment as the controlling factor. We should cultivate an attitude
like those of the Israelites in Nehemiah’s day. The
apostle Peter said, “As newborn babes, desire the
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). Therefore, when we come together all should say, “Bring the book” and accept
nothing less. Then all Christians should show respect to God in the worship service, because He
will accept nothing less.
PO Box 38; Cloverport, KY 40111

Are Men Obligated to Keep Every Vow?
Charles Pogue

What is a vow? In the Old Testament, the
word “vow” is translated from the Hebrew neder, which means to promise. Akin to that word
is nawdar. Nawdar is a primitive root and has
specific reference to a vow made to God. Vow is
found twice in the New Testament, both times in
the book of Acts (18:18; 21:23). The Greek word
rendered vow is euche and is translated “prayer” in
James 5:16. The Greek word primarily means a
“petition, prayer, or wish.” It is interesting that we
might think of “oath” as being a vow, and what
Jesus said in response to what the Jews had heard
of old time to perform their oaths unto God, said
to swear not at all, but to let our yea be yea and
nay be nay (Mat. 5:33-37). In common usage, a
vow is a promise, and in the balance of this article
we will use the two words interchangeably.
We all agree that a man’s word should be his
bond. If he gives his word, he ought to keep it.
Nothing you are about to read is intended in
any way to deny, diminish, or depreciate the importance of one keeping his word, reneging on
a promise, fulfilling an agreement, or upholding

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

Our web site offers a vast amount of resources for your personal edification. Past issues of
Defender and Beacon are available, sermon outlines presented by Michael Hatcher, as well
as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course. Videos of
lectureships and sermons can also be viewed.
Why not check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

his end of a bargain or contract. However, if one
takes the position that there are no qualifying or
mitigating circumstances involved in the matter
of making and keeping a vow, which effectively
release him from said promise or vow, he has become extreme in his position, a denier of reality,
and in some cases an advocated of evil acts. We
can think of three possible circumstances under
which it would become impossible, unnecessary,
or even wrong to keep a promise or vow.
Circumstances beyond One’s
Control Prevents It
Suppose you promised to meet a person at a
certain place at a certain time, but on the way,
your car broke down, you had a flat, or were involved in an accident, thereby making it impossible for you to arrive at the given place at the prearranged time. Would one have sinned by failing
to keep that promise? Who would affirm it? Now
suppose one who is a Christian has made a commitment, promise, or vow to God to attend every
service of the church, and one of the above mentioned misfortunes occurred on the way to the
assembly; has he sinned by not being there and
keeping that promise? This writer does not know
anyone who would say he had. Circumstances
beyond one’s control surely do not fail to exonerate him for not keeping the vow!
A Change in Fortune
Makes It Unnecessary
Suppose an individual has run into hard times
and needs $500. Being the kind and helpful soul
you are, you promise (vow) to loan or give the
individual the money. You go to the bank, get
the cash, and return to the person. But when you

arrive where they are, they tell you: “I just got a
$1,000,000 check in the mail from the estate of
a dearly departed uncle that I did not know, or
even know I had, so I don’t need your money.”
Would you still be obligated to keep the vow, and
give him the $500? To answer yes would be silly
gone to seed. Now suppose instead of an individual, the entity needing the money was the congregation of the Lord’s church of which you are
a member. The elders say the congregation needs
money for new pew Bibles, or Bibles for the classrooms. Again, you go get the money, return to
the elders, but when you arrive, they inform you
that someone else has not just promised to pay
for the Bibles, but has gone somewhere, bought
them, and delivered them to the elders. Would
you still be obligated to keep the vow and give the
$500 for the Bibles? Perhaps the money could be
used for something else, and you still wish to give
it, but it would not be necessary to keep your vow
and give the money to purchase the Bibles; they
have already been acquired.
If the Vow One Made
Demands an Act That Is Sin
Most people would admit that in the two
above scenarios that a person may justifiably be
released in keeping a vow. But it is astounding
and startling that under the heading we are now
considering, some of the same people not only
would, but have, answered, “No, the vow must
be kept.” Suppose a man in the religious error of
denominationalism, makes a vow to God to learn
to play the piano and play it in the worship service at the First Baptist church. While he is taking his piano lessons he learns it is sin to use instrumental music in worship to God. Must he go
ahead and perform for the Baptists, before he can
obey the Gospel and be forgiven? I know of no

one who would say he would. But the writings
of some of the same brethren imply that while
an unsaved person does not have to keep a sinful
vow, a child of God does. Consider the following:
God know the end of things from the very
beginning (Isa. 46:10; 48:5). That means God
has foreknowledge. He knows what will happen before it happens. When Jephthah made
his rash vow to offer as a burnt offering, whatever came forth from the door of his house, did
God know that what would emerge would be his
own daughter? Of course he did! That being the
case, did God accept as obedience to Him, the
act Jephthah would have to perform to keep the
vow? Did God accept the fulfillment of the vow
when Jephthah performed the act? To answer yes
to either questions puts God in the position of
endorsing the evil act of human sacrifice and violating His own law which limits the offering of
sacrifices to the priests. To say that God could not
or would not have released Jephthah from fulfilling such a vow (whether Jephthah fulfilled it as
he made it or not), would place God in the position of disallowing an individual the freedom to
change his mind, and not sin. It limits God from
accepting repentance for an intended sinful act
(in Jephthah’s case repenting from making a rash
vow followed by murder), until after the sinful
act had been committed. God could only forgive
the act and not the intent. Kind of pulls the teeth
from the Sermon on the Mount, doesn’t it? To
put it simply, to say that Jephthah had to keep
his vow, is to say that if one vows to sin, he must
commit the sin, before he can obtain God’s forgiveness. That position makes God an accessory
to evil, and is blasphemy against Him.
12868 Bryant Ln; Rogers, AR 72756
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Things That Keep Me Going
Dub McClish

No person ever lived that never became discouraged, including such spiritual giants as our
Lord and the apostle Paul (Mat. 23:37; Acts
28:15; 1 Cor. 2:3; et al.). When perverse men
and women hate you and try to destroy you and
the good work you are doing, what keeps you
from just giving up? When trials are many and
sore, how do the faithful keep on being faithful
in spite of them? Of course, a deep faith in God
and unqualified devotion to His Word are the
roots of all steadfastness. However, additional factors almost always play a part in the lives of those
who persevere. Below are a few of the things that
“keep me going.”
A Good and Faithful Wife
Solomon was right:
A prudent wife is from the Lord.… Who
can find a virtuous woman? for her price is
far above rubies. The heart of her husband
doth safely trust in her…. She will do him

good and not evil all the days of her life
(Pro. 19:14; 31:10-12).
On our fiftieth wedding anniversary I could not
help but reflect on the many times Lavonne has
kept me going when I was on the verge of despair
and almost ready to give up. A godly husband or
wife is one of the choicest blessings of God. One
thing each should do for the other is keep each
other going when discouragement threatens. I
might have given up long ago without my faithful and supportive wife.
Faithful Brethren
Anyone who has been a Christian (especially
an elder or preacher) for several years has run into
some real stinkers in the church who have warped
doctrinal and/or ethical convictions. Such are
consumed with malice for anyone who gets in
their way. Paul knew what it meant to be “in perils among false brethren” (2 Cor. 11:26). Such
ungodly souls would destroy our work (even our

faith) if we gave in. Yet, these are the exception;
there are many more who are faithful and zealous of good works. Godly elders who remained
steadfast under fire have encouraged me and
helped keep me going. Fellow Gospel preachers are a great source of support by their words
and example. Young families who are dedicated
to the Truth and are eager to serve in every way
possible are an inspiration to me. Those who are
older have often “picked me up” with encouraging words and deeds.
The Hope of Heaven
When the going has been rough and I have
been tempted to think that it is not worth the

36th Annual Bellview Lectures
June 11-15, 2011
Moral Issues We Face
cost to my family and me to live with such stress
and pain, the hope of Heaven revives me. With
Paul, we must “reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom.
8:18). Brethren, we must not give up. Whatever
trials we may have to endure, “Heaven will surely
be worth it all.”
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

Recall the “True or False” Test? On Matters of
Doctrine There Is No Multiple Choice
Johnny Oxendine

In 2 Peter 2 we find the apostles bringing
news to the brethren that must have been difficult to accept: that false brethren (teachers/
doctrine) would be an ongoing battle. Peter
speaks to them with certainty that this will happen in the future (2:1) just as Jude (Jude 4) speaks
of it happening in the present. The apostle Paul
spoke to the elders in Acts 20 concerning the
same matter (20:17-31), reminding them that he
had warned them about this problem of false
teachers (“grievous wolves”) for three years!
Brethren, however, as often lax on matters of fellowship with things that must be either “true”
or “false,” it’s just too true. False teaching hurts
(weakens) the church, but many fail to see this.
Truth matters!
We commend the various brethren who will
always defend the “truth.” The “truth” is very precious. God’s Word is “truth.” In the Bible things

are quite often “true” or “false.” Today, we want to
look at how that difference is not one to compromise on or be confused by.
The word truth appears in the Bible over 200
times. The word has invariably meant the same
with respect to God’s will and Word: stability,
certainty, trustworthiness, and verity. God’s Word
is “stable, certain, trustworthy, and verifiable.” In
Psalm 26:3 we read, “I have walked in thy truth.”
In Psalm 119:151 we read, “all thy commandments are truth.” Jesus tells us in John 17:17 that
the Word of God (“thy word”) is truth. An interesting use of the word also appears in Galatians
4:16. The question is asked, have I “become your
enemy, because I tell you the truth?” Here we see
that the truth is a dividing line at times, as Jesus
said it would be. Truth is divided from error and
all that is “false.” If a person does not preach/teach
the truth, then that which is spoken is “false.” The

Scriptures inform us of this numerous times.
Pseudodidaskalos is the translated Greek word
for false teacher found in 2 Peter 2:1. It is a compound word that means “a propagator of erroneous Christian doctrine.” It is not limited to any
particular teaching, as the New Testament seems
to use it to reference any “false” teaching that
takes place regarding God’s commandments. The
Scriptures refer to those who teach error as “false
prophets.” The label is a serious one, as both the
Lord and the apostles warn of the harm that they
can and will do to the souls of the faithful.
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mat. 7:15).
Galatians 2:4 also speaks to us of false brethren who come in “unawares.” It is in the following verse that we see how we are to handle these

brethren: not to give them hupotage (control) for
even an hour! Paul did not allow Peter to reflect
a “false” example to the brethren; he withstood
him to the face. This is the lesson: that any who
teach any other doctrine than that which is of
God shall be accursed (1:8). We are not interested in pleasing men with the gospel (1:10), lest we
displease God. Those who would water down the
commands of God, those who would “change”
the demands of God, and those who would omit
the requirements of God are nothing less (other)
than false teachers. Is there really any other way to
view it according to the Scriptures?
In the world, people sometimes do not take
“True” and “False” questions too seriously. In the
Lord’s church, we must always view this quite
differently.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

Whatever Happened to the Question Mark?
Tim Smith

Ah, the question mark—crooked line with
a dot at the bottom. I still see it in print, but I
do not hear it as often as I once did. It was used
in such sentences as: May I help you? How do
you feel? What do you think? Will you…? Could
you…? And so many more. I do not know why
it disappeared the way it has, but I wish it would
come back.
What happened to make us such a demanding society? Where did the courtesy go? The
smiles? The common concern? Recently I went
to a grocery store in Dothan. As I entered, there
were three “counters” with two employees each—
presumably a bagger and a checker. Slowly as
I walk, I had ample time to cast smiling glances at each. No one smiled back. I even nodded
when I smiled—no returned nods. That made

me notice—and the entire time I was in the
store, not one employee smiled, nodded, asked
if I needed assistance, or anything. The teenage
boy who checked me out was far too busy flirting and bumping himself against the teenage girl
who should have been bagging my groceries to
even say thank-you for shopping with us! Things
have surely come a long way—in the wrong direction—since my high school days at the Rebel
Market in Piggott, AR!
Niceness—what a lovely concept! Let us remember to ask and not demand. Let us remember to be helpful, kind, courteous, concerned,
and etc. Smiles, like the measles, are contagious…
only, in a good way. May God Bless You as You
Study and Obey His Word.
171 Radford Cir; Dothan, AL 36301
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Nancy Travis
Marge Williams
Ella Hammac
Cary Parks
Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Mary Cunningham
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd
Nellie Read
Bill Busch
Dot Lambert (West Florida Hospital)
Rubye Bailey (The Haven)
Malcolm Wooton (Hospice care)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

November 17
Orville Worley
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
November 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be held
at 5:00 pm, in room 7.
November 22
Visitation Group 4 will meet at 6:00
pm.
November 24
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Distilled Truths
Earl Geiseke

If you should have a discussion with about
any member of a denomination, you would
probably hear them say, “Well, our ‘pastor’ uses
the same Bible your preacher does, and preaches
the same truths.” These “pastors” in denominational, or man-made churches, do preach some
of the same truths that Gospel preachers do, for
any truth from the Bible is truth, regardless of
who teaches it.
An atheist can teach truth. A Jew can teach
truth, just as long as it is from the inspired writings, and it is without additions or subtractions.
Anyone who teaches that it is a sin to lie is teaching truth. Anyone who says that Jesus Christ is
Lord is teaching truth. No religious group has
cornered all truth, because all spiritual truth is
already fully revealed. Is there any difference in
the teachings of a Gospel preacher—ignorantly
called by some, a “church of Christ preacher”—
and the teachings of denominational preachers?

Certainly! Else there would be no man-made
churches. All would wear the names designated
in the New Testament if all preachers taught just
what the Bible teaches.
You cannot find the term Methodist, Pres
byterian or Baptist ever applied to members of
the church of Christ in the New Testament. If
so, give me the verse—not ten or five—just one!
What is the difference in man-made churches and
the church we read about in the New Testament?
These preachers and their denominations they are
affiliated with, have what may be called, “Distilled
Truths.” These man-made churches run the Bible
through their own distilleries, and the various
filters through which it is run, results in only
the truths coming through which is allowed by
their man-made creeds. These “Distilled Truths”
come from the Catholics’, the Presbyterians’, the
Baptists’, the Methodists’ and the Pentecostals’
private distilleries. While all may distill some of

New Address

Rubye Bailey’s temporary address is: 5918
North Davis Highway Apt 145; Pensacola, FL
32503 (Carpenters Creek). Her telephone is:
471-2600.
the truths, the individual filters in their distilleries
result in different truths as the by-product. For
example, the filters of the Methodist filter out immersion while the “brew masters” add sprinkling.
The Baptist filters let immersion through while
filtering out the remission of sins in connection
with baptism. Some Pentecostal filters let immersion and remission of sins through, but filter out
the three persons of the Godhead. Thus, they
baptize in the name of Jesus only!
These “Distilled Truths” are subtly saturated
with individual condiments by each man-made
religious group from its own creed. This causes
those who imbibe these “Distilled Truths” to become Catholics, Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap
tists, or Pentecostals—depending on which distillery they get their “Distilled Truths” from.
Let us never turn from the source of living
waters. Let us reject every man-made creed—
whether taught by denominational preachers, or
those who still profess to be Gospel preachers. Let
us ever keep in mind that a “Little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” Let us not be fearful of
being called legalist by those who are liberals.

As I continue to study the Scriptures, there is
nothing more evident to me than the fact that
God is a legalist. Every saint needs enough legalism to be sound, but not enough to be silly. Jesus
clearly stated, “Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven” (Mat. 7:21).
Each member of each congregation needs to
read and heed the admonitions of Jesus, Paul,
John, and other inspired writers as they warn us
again and again against embracing false teachers
and their false doctrines. Jesus became a legalist
when He said:
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity (7:21-23).
When God burned Nadab and Abihu to
death for getting their fire from the wrong place
(Lev. 10:1-2), God gave His approval to legalism
for all times.
When someone accuses me of being a legalist,
I reply, “Thank you.”
Deceased

No Tomb to Visit

In one of the villages of Northern India a missionary was preaching in a bazaar. As he closed, a
Muslim gentleman came up and said, “You must
admit we have one thing you have not, and it is
better than anything you have.” The missionary

smiled and said, “I should be pleased to hear what
it is.” The Muslim said, “You know when we go
to Mecca we at least find a coffin. But when you
Christians go to Jerusalem, which is your Mecca,
you find nothing but an empty grave.”

But the missionary just smiled and said,
“That is just the difference. Mohammed is dead;
Mohammed is in the coffin. And false systems of
religion and philosophy are in their coffins, but
Jesus Christ, whose kingdom is to include all nations and kindreds and tribes, is not here; He is

risen. And all power in heaven and on earth is
given unto Him. That is our hope.”
A living Christ! That is our hope. He is not
dead, but alive forevermore.
Author Unknown

“Pigtail” Religion
Danny Douglas

The late brother Franklin Camp wrote the
following:
In the New Hebrides the natives have a
custom of eating the pig and then giving
the tail to their heathen god. Many professed Christians are guilty of this heathen
practice. No, we do not worship a heathen
idol, but we practice their pigtail religion.
We eat the pig and give God the tail.
Brother Camp raised an excellent point!
Some give God the pigtail of their time. They
do not give God the priority when it comes to
Worship, Bible study, prayer, helping those in
need, reaching out to the lost or other worthy
works. They spend the majority of their time
on matters that pertain to this world. They have
ample time for job, hobbies, recreation, and the
like, but when it comes to the Lord’s work time is
scarce. Surely, this is not in keeping with the example and teaching of Jesus Christ, Who said: “I
must work the works of him that sent me, while
it is day: the night cometh, when no man can
work” (John 9:4). Let us follow Him in our time!
For example, we thank God for our jobs and it is
honorable to work, as God’s Word teaches. Yet,
if one’s job comes before God and His worship,
this cannot be pleasing to Him. The Son of God
commanded: “But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these things

shall be added unto you” (Mat. 6:33).
Then, some practice pigtail religion in the contribution, when they do not plan and purpose
their giving to Christ and the church. They offer God the leftovers and think they are pleasing
Him. Will God be pleased with giving that is not
done cheerfully, purposefully, and sacrificially (cf.
2 Cor. 9:6-7; 1 Cor. 16:2)? How can we think so
little of the Lord? If the Son of man was pleased
with the widow who gave “all her living” (Mark
12:41-44), then how can He be pleased with
those who think so little of Him as to give their
pigtails? Remember, that God gave His only begotten Son, and that Christ gave Himself for us
(John 3:16; Rom. 8:32; Gal. 1:4; 2:20)!
What if God decided to give only pigtails to
those who give little of their time, talents, energy,
and means, to Him? We are commanded:
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service
(Rom. 12:1).
If all you have for God is pigtails now, then what
will He have for you on the Judgment Day? Let
us prove our love to Christ by faithfulness to
Him, Who said: “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
704 Azalea Dr; Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Ella Hammac
Marge Williams
Horace Myrick
Cary Parks
Mary Cunningham
Charles Williams
Ray Dodd
Marilyn Hall
Bill Busch
Nellie Read
Rubye Bailey
Nancy Travis
Dot Lambert (West Florida Hospital)
Malcolm Wooton (Hospice care)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Restored/Placed Membership

Sandy Lambert was restored to Christ
on November 21. He also placed membership with the Bellview congregation.
Please keep Sandy in your prayers and offer him encouragement.
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Wednesday Bible Reading

November 24
Carl Ayliffe

Please Remember

November 24
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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This, Our Greatest Need—Individual Responsibility
Franklin Camp

It is doubtful if we can conceive of what the
church could do if every member accepted his
full responsibility. In the majority of congregations, the work is carried on by “the faithful few.”
This is not as it should be. The church will never
reach its potential until every member accepts his
full responsibility. Our greatest need today is for
each member of the church to feel deeply his individual responsibility.
There is a need for each member to feel an
individual responsibility for knowing the Bible.
The time was when members of the church of
Christ were known as a people with an excellent
knowledge of the Bible. Too many in the church
today are satisfied if the preacher knows a little
about the Bible. In some instances they are not
too much concerned about his knowledge of the
Bible if he is a “good mixer and a jolly good fellow.” It is indeed sad that members of the church
have lost a sense of individual responsibility of

each member knowing the Bible. This will do as
much to bring members of the church to Bible
study as anything. It must be evident that the
member of the church who never attends the
Bible classes, feels no individual responsibility to
study the Bible.
We need a greater sense of individual responsibility toward teaching others (Acts 8:4). We
seem to have lost the feeling of any obligation to
teach our neighbors and friends the truth. Too
many feel we have a building and a preacher, let
them come and hear it if they want to. I sometimes wonder what percentage of members of
the church has ever been responsible for teaching one soul the truth. The “go teach” of the
Great Commission is just as much an individual
responsibility as baptism. The “go teach” is not
more “and if you feel like it or its convenient”
than baptism is. If every member really felt his
responsibility toward teaching others, we would

convert twenty-five to fifty in the time we are
now converting one.
We need a greater sense of responsibility toward the unity of the church. Many in the church
seem to feel that the responsibility for maintaining the unity of the church belongs solely to the
elders or the preacher. The Bible says that God
hates “he” that sows discord among brethren.

It is the responsibility of every member to work
for unity. No member of the church is free to
go about among the brethren sowing the seeds
of discord. Strife among the brethren will cease
when every Christian comes of feel his individual
responsibility for the unity of the church.
Deceased

Isaiah’s Picture of the Lord
Lynn Parker

Dark indeed is the outlook for the Israelites
during the days of the prophet Isaiah. The nation of Israel has divided, and sin runs rampant
in the land (Isa. 1:4). Invasion, destruction, and
captivity loom on the prophetical horizon for a
people in rebellion to Almighty God. Isaiah, in a
book rich with admonitions for our modern day,
paints a picture of God’s people leaving the Lord
for a life in the depths of sin, soon to face the
consequences of their error. Between the warnings and exhortations though, we find the Holy
Spirit, through the pen of Isaiah, painting another picture, a picture of hope and redemption to
be found in the coming Immanuel (7:14). Isaiah’s
ninth chapter contains a “verbal portrait” of the
Lord. Consider this vivid prophecy of Isaiah 9:67 as it portrays our Lord Jesus Christ, His authority, character, eternal nature, and work:
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and of peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to establish

it, and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.
Isaiah portrays the coming Lord as one in a
position of great authority, with “the government
upon his shoulder.” Somewhat like our contemporary soldiers who wear uniform epaulets, ancient leaders wore their sign of authority and rank
upon their shoulders. Clearly, Jesus set forth His
authority when He stated, “All authority hath
been given unto me in heaven and on earth”
(Mat. 28:18). Christ is the builder of the church
(16:18) and its head (Eph. 1:22-23). All things
are to be done in His name (Col. 3:17)—by His
authority. All are subject to the “King of kings,
and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15) and will one day
be judged according to His Word (John 12:48).
Concerning the duration of Christ’s kingdom, Isaiah says “there shall be no end” (Isa. 9:7).
Opposition might conquer an earthly kingdom
and depose its ruler, but Jesus and His kingdom
“shall never be destroyed” (Dan. 2:44), and not
even the forces of Hell can stand against the conquering Christ (Mat. 16:18; Rev. 12:10ff). So,
along with a picture of authority, Isaiah’s portrait

of the Lord is also one of a victorious leader.
Five names are bestowed upon the coming
Christ by the prophet, depicting different aspects
of the Lord’s character and nature.
First, Jesus is referred to as Wonderful. This
describes every aspect of Christ, from His virgin birth (Isa. 7:14) to His glorious resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:4, 20). The signs performed by Christ
caused marvel among the people (Mat. 8:27) and
His teaching astonished the multitudes (7:28-29)
while at the same time quieting His critics (Luke
20:26).
Isaiah calls the Lord by the name Counsellor
denoting one who counsels, advises, and “reflectively to deliberate or resolve” (Strong’s Con
cordance). Christ is not only the Master Teacher,
He is also our Advocate (1 John 2:1)—our lawyer
who pleads our case before the Heavenly Throne.
The words of our divine Counsellor are of such
wisdom and importance that our eternal fate
hinges upon our acceptance of them (John 5:24).
The terms, mighty God and everlasting Father
refer in unmistakable fashion to the deity of

What Is a Friend?

A friend is someone who likes you…
someone with whom you can really be
yourself…one who appreciates the good in
you…overlooks the bad in you…brings out
the best in you. With a friend you can share
a laugh, a secret, a viewpoint, a success or a
disappointment, and a complete assortment
of problems, large and small. A friend is
someone who understands silence as well as
words…one who is with you and for you…
stands by you…forgives you.
Author Unknown

Christ Jesus. Far from the notion of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses cult that Jesus is merely a “created angel,” the Bible teaches plainly that He is God (John
1:1, 14; Phi. 2:5-11) and eternal in nature (Rev.
1:8, 17; John 8:58). In purpose and nature, the
Father and Son are one (10:30).
The Prince of Peace is a name descriptive of the
nature of Christ’s teachings, as well as a summary of His purpose in coming to earth and dying
the death of the cross. Christ’s birth was accompanied by the angelic pronouncement of peace
and good will toward men (Luke 2:14). His
great Sermon on the Mount called for men to be
peacemakers if they would be called the “sons of
God” (Mat. 5:9). Jesus’ life was one of reconciliation as He preached and offered peace to all of
every race (Eph. 2:14-17). Though mankind was
separated from God by sin, Christ destroyed the
enmity and made peace through His precious
blood (Col. 1:20). Even now, the world cannot
begin to know unsurpassable peace except in and
through Jesus Christ (John 14:27; Phi. 4:7).
So we see in Isaiah’s prophecy a magnificent
portrait of Jesus Christ—His power, stature,
and work. We understand the enduring nature
of Christ’s kingdom, and recognize Him as head
over all. With this great prophetical picture in
mind, we humbly bow before the great King,
and submit our lives in consecrated service to
Him who loved us, and gave Himself up for us
(Gal. 2:20). Just as the song admonishes us, “To
Christ be loyal and be true,” may Isaiah’s portrait
of the Lord provoke within us a burning desire to
sincerely praise and faithfully serve the Captain of
our salvation—Jesus Christ.
1650 Gander Slough Rd
Kingsbury, TX 78638
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Nancy Travis
Marge Williams
Ella Hammac
Cary Parks
Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Mary Cunningham
Marilyn Hall
Ray Dodd
Nellie Read
Bill Busch
Dot Lambert
Rubye Bailey (West Florida Hospital)
Malcolm Wooton (Hospice care)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

December 1
Henry Born
December 8
Elward Brantley
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Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
December 6
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
December 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:30
pm, in room 7.
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Baptismal Regeneration
Keith Sisman

The churches of Christ have been accused by
some of “baptismal regeneration.” This article is
the answer to that accusation.
We will start with “What is Baptismal Regen
eration?” In the pagan system of infant baptism,
the idea was believed that the water, through
magical powers, could remove sin. The water is
still known as Holy Water—which could both remove sin and evil spirits. In the Middle Ages and
later, like the pagans before, the Roman Catholic
Church was highly superstitious. This today has
come down in the denominations that practice
infant baptism. When infant baptism is carried
out, the child has no choice. The holy water removes Original Sin and the child is regenerated.
This nonsense is without any biblical warrant opposing Scripture, and in origin it is purely pagan. For further consultation please visit: http://
TheDevilsDoor.org website, dealing with the origin of infant baptism.

Christians have never taught that the water
has the power to regenerate an innocent child.
Neither do Christians teach that water alone has
the power to absolve sin from a willing candidate.
Water alone does not regenerate in baptism.
What Christians do teach is that God, through
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, does forgive the sin
of a repentant believer who is baptized, then that
person is added to the church of our Lord. The
power of forgiveness is not in the water but in the
Blood of Christ where obedience will lead the repentant sinner into the water where salvation in
Christ is to be had.
The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet.
3:21).
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful

witness, and the first begotten of the dead,
and the prince of the kings of the earth.
Unto him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own blood (Rev. 1:5).

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling
on the name of the Lord (Acts 22:16).
Ramsey, England

Foundations

Robertson L. Whiteside

Every denomination has some doctrines peculiar to itself. These peculiar doctrines are the basis for its existence; upon them it was founded.
Without these peculiar doctrines it would have
had no excuse, no foundation, for its existence.
Till recent years every denomination tried earnestly and persistently to justify its existence by
a constant effort to prove the truthfulness of its
doctrines. Both preachers and laymen believed
their doctrines, and wanted everybody else to believe them. Their doctrines were preached and
debated publicly and privately. If you knew to
what church a person belonged, you knew what
he believed.
But all that sort of thing is changed now. You
cannot tell from the label what is on the inside.
With few exceptions, the denominations make
no decided effort to promulgate their doctrines.
As a result, their members know very little about

the doctrines of their church. When a church
ceases to emphasize the doctrines upon which it
was founded, it surrenders all the excuse it might
have had for an existence.
We are gravely told that we all agree on the essentials, differing only on the nonessentials. But
different churches are built not on points of agreement, but on points of disagreement—on doctrines concerning which they differ. It amounts
to this: Different denominations are built on doctrines that they confess are nonessentials. I raise
this question: How can you build an essential
church upon a nonessential foundation? If these
doctrines about which they differ are nonessential, then a church that is built to propagate these
doctrines has a nonessential mission—a nonessential church, built on a nonessential foundation, with a nonessential mission.
Deceased

The Authority of Elders
J. Noel Merideth

One of the real serious problems of our time
is the disregard for authority by so many. There is
too often a flagrant lack of respect for authority
in the home, the school, the government, and the
church. Some proponents of anarchy in the calling for disobedience to all authority which they
do not like. But it is the duty of every person to

be subject to the powers that be and duly constituted authority when that is in harmony with the
will of God. People need to respect the authority of elders in the local church; this is the will of
God.
David Lipscomb wrote,
The elders are to rule, but it is to be accord-

ing to the will of God, or their rule is to
consist in enforcing the law of God.… In
matters of mere expediency, involving no
question of fidelity to God, the elders, as
the rulers, should decide, but they should
seek to unite and harmonize all.
Again, he wrote:
The church can give the elders no authority. The church is not the source of authority for elders or other Christians. The
authority the elders possess is from God.
They must be guided in all things by the
word of God.
B. C. Goodpasture wrote:
It is true that the elders are not to “Lord it
over the charge (congregation) allotted” to
them (I Peter 5:3). Yet they are to “exercise
the oversight” (I Peter 5:2); rule, or “take
care of the church of God” (I Tim. 3:5);
“rule well” (I Tim. 5:17); “feed the church
of the Lord” (Acts 20:28); “watch in behalf
of souls” (Heb. 13:17). If it is the duty of
the elders to “rule well,” the charge allotted
to them, and it is; it is the correlative duty
of the “flock” to “obey them that have rule”
over them (Heb. 13:17). This is not an arbitrary command of the elders—it is the
inspired injuction of the Lord.
Again:
It is the God-given duty of the elders to
keep unsound teachers, preachers, and lit-
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erature out of the congregation over which
they have their respective rule. The elders
should keep an undying vigil over the
teaching program of the church. They will
be held responsible, it they allow error to
be taught.
But someone says that there are some bad
elders. We would admit that there may well be
unworthy elders, popish elders, lazy elders, inept elders, nominal elders, and sorry elders. But
we would also point out that there may well be
preachers, deacons, and church members who are
also bad. This does not rule out elders, preachers, deacons, or church members. There are also
many good elders and people. The important
thing to remember is that God Almighty has determined that His people shall be supervised by,
led by, directed by, and ruled by elders. There is
not only wisdom in this plan; there is the fact that
this is what God has ordained.
Some allege that the only authority of elders
is their godly lives. But if that is true, we ask the
question of “Why have elders?” They would have
no more influence than than any other member. This would logically lead to the conclusion
that each member is equally empowered? On this
view there would be no reason to have elders at
all.
We met a fellow in a meeting once who said
he was an elder in the church but that no one else
knew it or even recognized him as an elder. In
the New Testament elders were “appointed” and
thus the church knew who they were. Some fellow may think he is a secret elder but he is not.
May God bless those faithful elders. When the
Chief Shepherd shall appear; they shall receive
their crown of reward.
Deceased
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Unity and Diversity
David P. Brown

Most of the time we hear the term “unity
in diversity’’ and not “unity and diversity.” The
first of these is a contradiction of terms. Unity
is defined “oneness” and diverse means “unlike”
(Webster’s 9th New Collegiate Dictionary). When
we substitute the definitions for the words themselves, we have: “Oneness in Unlikeness.” Just
how can unlike things be one (Amos 3:3)? We
may as well say “dryness in wetness” or “goodness
in badness.” With these words taken in their normal usage and paired as we have done them, they
are nothing less than nonsensical.
In the words “unity and diversity,” we are saying that God’s Word demands “oneness,” “unity,” and “sameness” in matters of obligation.
By obligatory matters we mean those things authorized by God’s Word by the various kinds of
direct statements, those things implied by the
Scriptures, or examples (patterns) contained
therein (Col. 3:17). The Bible authorizes in no
other way than these. In fact, whether we realize it

or not, in our own communication with one another these are the only means whereby any language or form of communication works. It is the
very nature of language.
In 1 Corinthians 1:10 Paul said:
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.
However, this same Paul had such a difference
(not the same mind or judgment) with Barnabas
over whether to take John Mark on their second
preaching tour that they parted company (Acts
15:36-41). Is this the same Paul who wrote to the
Corinthian brethren and begged them not to divide and to “be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and the same judgment”? Did Paul
preach one thing and practice something different? The answer is, of course not.

Paul was begging the Corinthian brethren to
be one in matters of obligation (those things authorized by God—Col. 3:17). Paul and Barnabas
did not differ over matters of obligation, but over
optional matters.
Regarding the “sharp contention” that resulted in the two men parting company, there is no
evidence that either one of these two great servants of God sinned in motive or action (1 John
3:4; Jam. 4:17). In fact, after their separation the
church in Antioch of Syria backed them (Acts
15:40). Out of their difference in judgment, two
preaching tours emerged. Hence, unity, oneness
or sameness must obtain in all matters of obligation and diversity or difference is allowed in
those matters where God did not specify who,
where, when, and/or how the thing authorized
is to be done.
In local church matters the elders make the
final decision in optional matters (20:28; Heb.
13:7, 17; 1 Pet. 5:1-3). Elders, do you know the
difference in obligatory and optional matters?
If so, do you know that you are to choose the
option that expedites or is most advantageous
(without the element of advantage a thing cannot
be expeditious) in getting done what God in His
Word has obligated the church to do? When the
elders do not know these things, only confusion
can result. If the church today does not evidence
the fact that most elders do not know the aforementioned matters, then we do not know what it
would take to prove it.
Today, those who advocate “unity in diversity” are trying to teach doctrines that are designed
to make obligatory things optional. They teach
that you can “opt” to observe the Lord’s supper
on Sunday or any other day. If it violates your
conscience or if it is against your tradition to take

it on Thursday night, then do not do it, but do
not divide the church over your differences. If
you must not use mechanical instruments of music in worship to God, fine. Just do not separate
yourselves from those who do. In fact, just about
everything that God has obligated man to do by
His authoritative will has been dealt with in the
above erroneous manner. The result is that false
doctrines are taught which loose men from what
God in the Bible has bound upon them (various
forms of liberalism) and bound men with what
God in His Word has not bound upon them
(various forms of “anti-ism”).
There can be no God-approved or true unity
that is not founded on and sustained by Bible authority. We readily see the need of properly constituted authority in the everyday affairs of life.

Are You Faithful?

• If your car starts one out of three times, do
you consider it faithful?
• If you failed to come to work two or three
days a month, would your boss consider you
faithful?
• If your refrigerator quits a day now and then,
do you excuse it by saying that it works most
of the time. Would it be faithful?
• If your water heater greets you with cold water one or two mornings a week, would it be
faithful?
• If you miss a couple of house payments in a
year, would your mortgage holder say that
ten out of twelve wasn’t bad and consider
you faithful?
• If you miss Bible class and worship once or
twice a month, are you faithful?
Author Unknown

How much more so is such true and necessary
in matters pertaining to our eternal destiny (John
12:48; 14:15).
To treat obligatory matters as optional, or vice
versa results in “a unity” as well as “a division”
that is not authorized by the Bible. Hence, the
tremendous importance of why men must learn
and employ the principles of “rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).
Thus, in matters of obligation, we are being urged on every hand today to agree to disagree (“unity in diversity”) but not divide. This

is nothing more or less than the basic premise
that undergirds and perpetuates denominationalism. Hence, those within the church who
promote any view that espouses disagreeing over
matters wherein God said that we must be of the
same mind and judgment is a false teacher. He/
she, along with this false doctrine, must be rejected for the sake of our own souls’ salvation as well
as the countless lost souls who must be taught the
one Gospel (Mark 16:15; Rom. 1:16; Gal. 1:6-9;
2 John 9-11).
25403 Lancewood Dr; Spring, TX 77373

What Is the Church of Christ?
Michael Hatcher

To answer this question in one sentence, they
are people who wish to go back to the Bible for
their only guide in religious matters, thus restoring in our time the original New Testament
church.
If we go back in time to the latter part of the
eighteenth century there were different men of
differing denominations, each studying the Bible
independently of each other, and coming to the
same conclusions. These men had a great desire
for unity, for this is what Christ prayed for in
John 17:20-21:
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through
their word; That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.
They also realized that this unity could never
be achieved if we followed after human creeds,
synods, councils, opinions, etc. It could only be
achieved if we threw off all denominationalism

and these human creeds and follow only the
Bible.
This does not establish another denomination, but rather it returns to the original. We
thus are not a denomination, neither Catholic,
Protestant, nor Jewish; but simply members of
the church which Christ established, and purchased with His blood.
This also is why we wear the name church of
Christ. It is not used as a denominational designation, but as a descriptive term setting forth
that the church belongs to (of) Christ. We also
recognize that there are other biblical terms, for
example, church of God (1 Cor. 1:2); church of
the firstborn (Heb. 12:23); kingdom of heaven
(Mat. 16:19); body of Christ (Eph. 4:12); bride
of Christ (Eph. 5). Any term which signifies
the church, kingdom, or body belongs to God,
Christ. While it cannot be the Lord’s church
without the proper name other factors, doctrine,
are important.
4850 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526
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Have You Started Your Retirement Plan?
Andy McClish

Financial experts will tell you that if you do
not participate in an IRA, a 401k, or some type
of financial investment program for the future,
then you are not really building much security. It
is becoming increasingly common these days for
people to take personal responsibility and plan
now for a stable and secure retirement.
It is important to realize that there is nothing
un-Christian about preparing and planning for
the future by saving some of our money today.
In 1 Timothy 5:8 we read, “if any provideth not
for his own, and specially his own household, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.” Likewise, Christ laid down the principle
of the importance of counting the cost in Luke
14:27-33. Granted, He was talking about counting the cost of following Him, but the principle
is no less true of any other worthwhile endeavor.
There is nothing inappropriate about managing
our money practically and wisely. It is simply a

part of good stewardship.
However, with all the current emphasis on retiring comfortably in this life, is it possible that
we are forgetting about another retirement that
we all have to face some day? More to the point,
are we planning for our spiritual and eternal retirement, or is that something we will take care of
one of these days?
Because of the immeasurable sacrifice that
the Son of God made, every one of us can have
a spiritual individual retirement account. His
contribution to it is beyond our comprehension. What we contribute to it is up to us, but
the Bible’s teaching on this subject is so clear that
we have no excuse for not being prepared for the
next life. We are to “work out [our] own salvation
with fear and trembling” (Phi. 2:12). The apostle
Peter tells us to “give diligence to make [our] calling and election sure” (2 Pet. 1:10). “Let us not
be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall

reap, if we faint not,” Paul exhorts in Galatians
6:9. Christ commands: “lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven” (Mat. 6:20).
God has a retirement plan for us, the likes of
which we cannot begin to imagine. “The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com-

pared with the glory which shall be revealed in us”
(Rom. 8:18). What are we contributing towards
our secure, spiritual retirement?
5237 Forest Brook Pkwy
Marietta, GA 30068

The Organization of the Church
Michael Hatcher

Not only do we see that the name of the
church is important, you cannot be the Lord’s
church if you do not wear the Lord’s name, but
in the church the Lord has set forth the proper
organization. Actually the church is a living organism (cf. Eph. 1:22—we the body). But within
this organism is great organization.
There are to be a plurality of elders and deacons in each congregation. “And when they had
ordained them elders in every church” (Acts
14:23a); “Paul and Timotheus, the servants of
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which
are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons”
(Phi. 1:1).
Elders are described for us in the Scriptures
as elders or presbyters which sets forth the age and
maturity of the men who hold this office. They
are to be older men, thus a young man would not
qualify. Bishops or overseerers are used in describing the work that these men do. The men who
hold this office are to oversee, to make sure that

the work to be done is done correctly, they are to
direct, govern, or rule (see Heb. 13:17; 1 Tim.
5:17; 3:5; 1 The. 5:12). They make the decisions
in the area of expediency, carrying out the laws
God made which affect the congregation. And
they are referred to as shepherds or pastors which
set forth how the elders are to do their work (see
1 Pet. 5:1-3—especially verse 3).
Then there are to be deacons in every congregation. Deacons are special servants to serve in
temporal matters.
With elders and deacons in every congregation that makes each one autonomous or selfgoverned. This leaves no room for ecclesiastical
systems such as synods, councils, papal systems,
or preacher rule. While there may be some congregations that have not reached a proper stage
of maturity, if your religion is not organized like
unto this, then it is not the Lord’s church.
4850 Saufley Field Rd; Pensacola, FL 32526

Made to Be Sin for Us
Brad Green

On the day following Passover, Jesus, carrying His own cross, was led by Roman soldiers
up to the hill of Golgotha. When He could bear
the weight of the cross no more, they compelled

Simon of Cyrene to carry the cross the rest of the
way. When they arrived at Calvary, Jesus was crucified—hanged upon the cross, most likely, with
nails through His wrists and feet. “And about the

ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mat.
27:46). It may be impossible for a mere human
to fully comprehend the very moment that this
was spoken by Christ.
This expression is one denoting intense suffering. It has been difficult to understand
in what sense Jesus was “forsaken by God.”
It is certain that God APPROVED His
work. It is certain that He was innocent.
He had done nothing to forfeit the favor
of God. As His own Son—holy, harmless,
undefiled, and obedient—God still loved
Him (Barnes’ Notes).
The statement may, however, encompass the fact
that Christ was paying the price for the sins of
mankind. “For he [God] hath made him [Christ]
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor.
5:21). The idea is that Christ became a “sin offering” for man. “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
him; he hath put him to grief: When thou shalt
make his soul an offering for sin” (Isa. 53:10).
He was not only the High Priest (Heb. 8:1) who
would offer the sacrifice, He also gave Himself to
be the sacrifice. “So Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many; and unto them that look
for him shall he appear the second time without
sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28). Isaiah prophesied
this of the Suffering Servant:
Surely he hath borne our griefs, And carried our sorrows: Yet we did esteem him
stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:
The chastisement of our peace was upon
him; And with his stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; We have
turned every one to his own way; And the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all.…He was taken from prison and from
judgment: And who shall declare his generation? For he was cut off out of the land
of the living: For the transgression of my
people was he stricken (Isa. 53:4-6, 8).
Isaiah made it clear for whose iniquities the
Suffering Servant would die. He was slain for
“our iniquities.”
Jesus paid a price that He did not owe. He
did not die for anything that He had done; He
died for the sins of the world (1 John 2:2). He
died to fulfill His Father’s will (Mat. 26:39) and
to open up the fountain needed to wash away sin
(Zec. 13:1). When the apostle Paul made the appeal for man to “be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor.
5:20), Paul’s profound argument for urging man
to obey was the fact that the sinless Son of God
left His home in Heaven to become a man and to
suffer and die in our stead. The heart that is not
moved to tears and subsequent obedience to God
after knowing that “God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16), is a hard heart indeed.
The knowledge of God’s plan to save is found in
God’s Word and produces faith (Rom. 1:16-17;
10:17). Such knowledge should compel men to
repent of their past sins (Luke 13:3), confess that
Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 8:37), and be baptized to have their past sins forgiven (2:38). It is at
baptism that man contacts the fountain opened
by Christ which washes away sin (1 John 1:7;
Rev. 1:5). Will you be reconciled to God?
129 Lane Rd; Lenoir City, TN 37772
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Smypathy

Our deepest smypathy is extended
to the family of Malcolm Wooton, who
passed away on December 15. Please keep
his family in your prayers.
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“Unscriptural?”
Dub McClish

I was once handed the following quotation
with the request that I comment on it:
As I drove along the highway one Sunday
morning, I came to a church house where
people were gathering for worship. I stopped
to join them. But instead of greeting me
with “an holy kiss” as Paul and Peter commanded, they gave me an “unscriptural”
handshake. They met in an “unscriptural”
house of worship, and engaged in an “unscriptural” congregational song service, led
by an “unscriptural” song leader who used
an “unscriptural,” single-noted mechanical instrument called a pitch pipe. When I
asked him why he did not use a multi-noted
instrument, he replied, “It is unscriptural.”
The writer of the foregoing piece makes the sad
old error of failing to distinguish between optional and obligatory matters, between aids in carrying out scriptural commands and additions

to scriptural commands. First, he implies that a
“holy kiss” is the only scriptural greeting and labels a handshake “unscriptural”—wrong on both
counts. True, Paul and Peter commanded a kiss as
a greeting (Rom. 16:16; 1 Pet. 5:14), but neither
deemed a handshake unscriptural (Gal. 2:9). The
statements of Paul and Peter did not bind the kiss
as the only scriptural greeting, but sought to keep
that traditional Middle Eastern greeting “holy”
and “loving” when practiced.
A “house of worship” is not “unscriptural,”
if by this term the writer means “unauthorized
by Scripture.” The command to assemble (Heb.
10:25) and the various examples of Divinely authorized assemblies for worship (e.g., Acts 20:7;
1 Cor. 5:4; 11:18-20; et al.) necessitate a meeting
place, the details of which are obviously left to the
judgment of local congregational leadership.
The ridiculous contention that there is no
Scriptural authority for congregational singing

was first made and answered decades ago. If congregational singing is not authorized, neither is
congregational prayer (1 Cor. 14:15). A songleader and a pitch pipe are merely aids (not additions) to executing the command to sing (Eph.
5:19; Col. 3:16) “decently and in order” (1 Cor.
14:40). Furthermore, song leaders never blow
the pitch pipe during the singing. Such would
be just as unscriptural as the use of a “multinoted” instrument during the singing. The number
of notes on an instrument is immaterial (by the
way, most pitch pipes have 13 notes); whether or
not one plays the instrument with the singing is
what matters. The Scriptures authorize singing,
but they nowhere authorize singing and playing

in Christian worship.
The song leader obviously understood the
querist to be asking about the use of an instrument during the singing. He thus answered
correctly. A pitch pipe is simply an aid to fulfilling the Lord’s command to sing, just as is a
song book (the querist apparently forgot to question the use of those “unscriptural” song books).
However, playing an instrument with the singing
is not merely an aid, but an unauthorized—and
thus unscriptural—element added to the Word
and worship of God. This and all other additions
we must ever oppose (Rev. 22:18-19).
908 Imperial Dr; Denton, TX 76201

The Bereans Are Described as Noble:
Would We Make the Same Claim for Ourselves?...
Johnny Oxendine

Recently we were speaking of how we identify with characters in the Scriptures: how they
become our models. Today we want to think of
a group that has always been impressive with respect to their response to the Gospel: the Bereans.
Luke describes the Bereans as being “fair-minded”
(Acts 17:11—NKJV). The phrase “fair-minded”
is rendered “noble” in other translations, and signifies “of more noble character.”
What was it about the Bereans that made
them such fair-minded or noble people? They listened attentively and eagerly to the Gospel. They
were open-minded and ready to hear more and
more of what God had to say to them. The conduct of these Jews cannot be too highly commended, or too closely imitated. A common sin
of men today is a refusal to examine candidly and
patiently the claims of the Gospel. The parable of

the sower reveals that one’s attitude of heart is a
good predictor of how the seed of the kingdom
will prosper in their lives (Luke 8:4-8, 11-15).
The Jews on the day of Pentecost were “cut to the
heart” and 3,000 of them obeyed the Gospel of
Christ that same day (Acts 2:37-41). The Jews in
Stephen’s audience were also “cut to the heart,”
but they killed the messenger (7:54, 57-58). In
both cases, the conscience was pricked by the
message preached, but the hearers reacted differently because of different attitudes of heart.
How do we receive the Word of God when it
challenges our life? How do we react when someone points out that our behavior is not becoming
for a child of the King? When someone shows that
our attitude is carnal and not befitting children of
righteousness? Do we want to fire the preacher, or
kill the messenger? Will that save our soul, or just

anesthetize our guilty conscience? Noble and fairminded people want to know what the Scriptures
teach, regardless of how it might affect their lives.
Such noble-minded people are not always easy to
find, even in some local churches.
What else did these Bereans do? They studied the Scriptures daily, to see if the things spoken to them by the apostle were so. Becoming a
Christian involves establishing a new set of habits or patterns in your life, including the “putting
off” of the old man of sin, and the “putting on”
of the new man (Eph. 4:20-32). One of the best
habits you can develop as a Christian is a daily
study of the Scriptures. Once this habit is developed and nurtured, we will be on our way to a

greater knowledge of God and His will. Not only
that, our daily study of the Scripture will give us
boldness in the face of opposition and make us
far more effective in teaching others—we will be
able to save both ourselves and those who hear us
(1 Tim. 4:16).
Think of how David received the news about
his sin. When Nathan rebuked David for his
adultery, David humbly said, “I have sinned
against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13). He did not
attempt to blame Bathsheba, nor did he rebuke
Nathan—he received God’s Word in a way that
would bring him back into conformity with the
will of God.
PO Box 5026; San Mateo, CA 94402

The Worship of the Church
Michael Hatcher

Not only has God ordained the organization
of the church, He has also ordained the worship
of the church. Christ, in John 4:23-24, set forth
that our worship is to be directed to the Father
and is to be done in spirit (the proper attitude)
and in truth (according to the Scriptures).
In the Scriptures, God has ordained five
items we are to participate in. We are to engage
in prayer (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 14:15; 1 The. 5:17).
We are to contribute of our money to the Lord
(1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:1-9). We are to study
God’s Word (Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 15:1-15).
While these three are virtually universally accepted, there are differing views on the last two, but
we must allow the Bible to be our final guide.
The Scriptures set forth that we are to partake of the Lord’s Supper on each first day of the
week (11:17-34; Acts 2:42; 20:7). Thus it is to
be a weekly observance done on Sunday—the

first day of the week, and not done only monthly, quarterly, yearly, etc. And then there is to be
the singing of praises to God. This is set forth in
passages such as 1 Corinthians 14:15, Colossians
3:15, and James 5:13. All passages in the New
Testament (that which we are under today) specifically mention singing; never is it to make music. That excludes adding any instrument of music to that singing, for that would be adding to
God’s Word which is condemned (Rev. 22:18).
God specifies in Ephesians 5:19 that the instrument is to be the heart: “Speaking to yourselves
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
If your worship is different, then it must be after the commandment of men. “But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Mat. 15:9).
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill & Iris Gallaher Nancy Travis
Marge Williams
Ella Hammac
Cary Parks
Horace Myrick
Charles Williams
Mary Cunningham
Marilyn Hall
Dot Lambert
Nellie Read
Ray Dodd (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Rubye Bailey (Carpenter’s Creek)
Turner Risner (Bobbie LaBryer’s brother)
Gabriel Stewart (Karen Diamond’s
nephew)
Serena Beaver (Michael & Karen
Hatcher’s friend)
Hallie Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’
granddaughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Wednesday Bible Reading

December 29
Bill Crowe
January 5
Dale Cunningham

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
December 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 pm,
in the auditorium.
January 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held at 5:30
pm, in room 7.

