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Nothing New
Brad Green

A new year is upon us and with every new
year comes new resolutions and expectations.
Well, perhaps they are called new, but they are
actually the same old recycled resolutions bantered about every new year.
The thing that hath been, it is that which
shall be; and that which is done is that
which shall be done: and there is no new
thing under the sun (Ecc. 1:9).
Many New Year’s resolutions are seeded in
vanity and usually are forgotten shortly after
they are made until it is time to sweep the dust
off of them again sometime in December.
Though we should seek to become stronger
and wiser with every passing year, our resolutions for the next do not necessarily need to be
new. Instead, the life of a Christian must be a
continual, daily, growing process. The apostle Peter states that he wrote his second epistle to “stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance” and concludes by writing, “but

grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:1,
18). Paul, by inspiration, encourages “study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). There is
only one way to grow in the faith, and that is
through a daily study of God’s Word.
Also, though we may desire to be more active in the year ahead, the actions themselves
do not have to be new. Prayer should be nothing new to us, so our resolve should be to remain faithful in prayer. We need to pray for
opportunities to grow and opportunities to
help those in need. We need to pray that we
have the necessary means to take advantage of
those opportunities and the wisdom to hear
them knocking at the door. Studying the Bible with others should not be new, but we can
pray that studies we are currently having will
bear much fruit and that more Bible studies

will develop from relationships we are in the
process of making. Worshiping in spirit and
truth (John 4:24) is not new, but we can continue to make a joyful noise, teach, and admonish one another through song, singing
with grace in our hearts (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).
We can strengthen ourselves and each other
while remembering Jesus’ death as we partake
of the Lord’s Supper on every Sunday (Acts
20:7) and become more cheerful in our giving
(2 Cor. 9:7) by remembering all He has given
us. Seeking to strengthen our faith should not
be new, but we can spend more time in God’s
Word to increase our knowledge.
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself, and them
that hear thee (1 Tim. 4:16).
Sadly, rather than seeing these acts as a part
of the Christian’s duty, they are seen as New
Year’s resolutions and usually end up in the
same dust-covered heap with all of the rest.
For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God; and are become such as
have need of milk, and not of strong meat
(Heb. 5:12).

The inspired author concludes, “let us go
on unto perfection” (6:1). Instead of seeking
something new, perhaps we do ourselves the
most good simply to “go on unto perfection”
with those things we are already doing. Many
in the world become a “jack of all trades and
master of none.” Without dedication and true
resolve, this can happen in a Spiritual sense
as well. Our goal must be to please God. “All
things were created by him, and for him”
(Col. 1:16). Our purpose is to serve God, and
we can only be pleasing to Him if we are obedient to Him (Heb. 5:8-9).
Before one can go on unto perfection and
begin a life that is pleasing to God, he must
shed the old man of sin and become a “new
creature” in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). There is only
one way into Christ—hear (Rom. 10:17), believe (Heb. 11:6), repent (Luke 13:3), confess
(Rom. 10:9-10), and be baptized (Gal. 3:27).
If you have not yet submitted to God’s plan
of salvation, there is no greater way to begin
your new year than knowing that you have
had your past sins washed away and have been
added to the Church for which Christ died
(Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 20:28).
Lenoir City, TN

The Lord’s Supper
Robertson L. Whiteside

Every institution, whether human or Divine, must have stated times for meetings, or
assemblies. In human governments the whole
citizenship does not assemble, but they meet
at stated times through their chosen representatives. The church could not exist long without regular meetings. A little thinking will

enable any one to see this. Can you imagine
a church growing and prospering, or even existing, without a regular Lord’s Day meeting?
That the early church had a regular meeting
may be seen by a thoughtful reading of Hebrews 10:25: “not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is.” If

they had no assembling together, they could
not forsake it; and if they had no regular assembling together, some could not establish a
custom of staying away from assembling together. A person could not establish a custom
of staying away from a meeting that did not
exist.
When was the time for that assembling together? “And upon the first day of the week,
when we were gathered together to break
bread, Paul discoursed with them” (Acts
20:7). The matter-of-fact way in which Luke
makes this statement shows that they were in
the habit of assembling on the first day of the
week to break bread. Does one reply that Luke
does not say that they met every first day of
the week? Let him remember that a week has
but one first day. God said to the Jews, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Exo.
20:8). He did not say for them to keep every
sabbath holy, for there was but one sabbath
each week, and when that day came around
the command was also present. Suppose some
Jew had said, “But the Lord did not say for us
to remember every sabbath,” and had gone out
to work on a sabbath, what would have happened to him? And as the week has only one

first day, when the first day comes around our
duty to assemble together also comes.
That the churches assembled regularly on
the first day of the week is also shown by Paul’s
command to the church at Corinth:
Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as I gave order to the churches of
Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the first day
of the week let each one of you lay by him
in store, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come (1 Cor.
16:1-2).
These collections at Corinth were made on
the first day of the week. They were also made
into a common treasury, and not laid up at
home. They were to be so collected that Paul
would not have to gather them up when he
came. The churches of the province of Galatia
were to do likewise. The language, therefore,
shows conclusively that they met on the first
day of the week and that they made their contributions into a common treasury. As these
churches met on the first day of the week, we
conclude that other churches did likewise (and
so must the Lord’s church do in every age, including ours).
Deceased

Where Does He Rank in Your List of Priorities?
Tim Smith

By “He,” of course, I mean the Lord, and
therefore the question: Where does He rank
in your priorities? Is He first? He must be if
you are faithful (cf. Mat. 6:33). Is He first…
right after work? Whereas there is no sin in
honest labor, even that must be subjugated to
Him. Is He first…right after family? Do we

really “love” our families if we let them obscure Him from our sight, and thereby set for
them a bad example? Is He first…right after
whatever sport is in season? We have a wonderful opportunity to stand up for Him Who
died for us every day—may God help us to
stand up for Him!
Dothan, AL
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Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
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Choose an Idol

When selecting your ideal person to
mimic, why choose the stars who follow
worldliness? Why not rather pick out
brethren who have demonstrated sincerity, dedication, holiness, and purity,
such as one of the prophets of old. In
this way, you find the idyllic epitome of
the one you seek, one that can help you
spiritually; “He that overcometh, the
same shall be clothed in white raiment”
(Rev. 3:5). The TV and movie idol will
help you reach the very place you seek to
avoid—that huge lake of hot fire (21:8).
Godliness is far, far better!
Delbert Goins
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Time and the Gospel
John Rose

The well-worn axiom, “All things change
with time,” is applicable to many things in
life: the physical aspects of the lives of human beings; the temporal configuration of the
terrain, weather, etc. of the Earth; countries,
kings, and customs; even the emotional dispositions of men.
However, change is not relevant to all
things that exist. To the point—God does not
change, “For I am the Lord, I change not;
Therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed”
(Mal. 3:6). James also speaks of God immutability, “Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning” (Jam. 1:17).
To be more precise, God does not change
is in His Divine attributes. God does not
vary or change concerning His: omnipotence,
omniscience, omnipresence, or immutability. Change is, however, involved in God’s

circumstantial will—hence the record of Genesis 6.
A circumstance of Biblical history that vividly illustrates the type of change which exists
with God (His circumstantial will) is found
recorded in Jonah. The barbaric Assyrian people were hideously wicked. Their great evil
brought the wrathful justice of God against
their capital city of Nineveh (1:2). Consequently, God determined to destroy Nineveh
(3:4). When God’s message of destruction
was delivered by the prophet Jonah, the Ninevites heard the Word of God and repented
(3:4-9). The repentance, or change of mind,
of Nineveh changed the mind of God, “And
God saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil,
that he had said that he would do unto them;
and he did it not” (3:10). God had determined
to destroy Nineveh—but that determination
was based upon the reaction of the Ninevites

to God’s Word: God’s will was circumstantial
or conditional, in that, if Nineveh repented
they would be saved—if not, they would be
destroyed.
One should notice what did not change:
God’s Word. His Word was the standard of
determination. God’s decree went forth to
Nineveh, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall

On the Other Hand...
Robert R. Stephenson

Recently we concluded a 10-day campaign in which 5,500 flyers were distributed to homes in our community. While
the flyers were not the main focus, it did
introduce the church to a portion of the
community. The main focus was to set up
Bible studies. We did receive some hostile reaction. Generally, the main reaction was a “thank you, but not interested.” However, 26 Bible studies were set
up. Some have drifted by the wayside. We
have about 15 who said they are interested, but they were going on vacation or
something similar. We will follow up on
these contacts. We are still studying with
a little over half of the original 26. This
past Sunday, we baptized one as a direct
result of the door-knocking campaign,
and four others are seriously considering
baptism. I write all of this to say although
the “climate” in our society may be growing more negative towards the truth, there
still are some who will open their hearts
to God.
Copied

be overthrown” (3:4), and the Ninevites reaction to that Word determined God’s further
actions.
At the dedication of the temple, which Solomon built, God said:
And if thou wilt walk before me, as David
thy father walked, in integrity of heart,
and in uprightness, to do according to
all that I have commanded thee, and wilt
keep my statutes and my judgments: Then
I will establish the throne of thy kingdom
upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not
fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel
(1 Kin. 9:4-5).
If Israel remained obedient to God’s Word
they would prosper—if not; they would
perish:
But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not
keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go
and serve other gods, and worship them:
Then will I cut off Israel out of the land
which I have given them; and this house,
which I have hallowed for my name, will
I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be
a proverb and a byword among all people
(9:6-7).
Israel sinned greatly and God turned from
blessing Israel, as He had before, and brought
great wrath upon them (cf. 2 Kin. 17:1-23;
24:1-4).
Throughout the times of the kings of Israel,
God’s Word was the standard by which Israel was judged (such is also true of all of man’s
history):
Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and
against Judah, by all the prophets, and by

all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your
evil ways, and keep my commandments
and my statutes, according to all the law
which I commanded your fathers, and
which I sent to you by my servants the
prophets. Notwithstanding they would
not hear, but hardened their necks, like
to the neck of their fathers, that did not
believe in the Lord their God (17:13-14).
When men rejected God’s Word, God rejected them (17:18).
God’s Word remained constant, unchanging. Man changed—God did not (His attributes and His Word which is a product of His

attributes). So it has always been with God’s
Word. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away” (Mat.
24:35). The immutability of the Word of God
qualifies it to be the basis for God’s judgment
on that final day, “He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).
The final conclusion, therefore, is: times
change and men change but every man’s obligation to be obedient to God’s unchanging
Word remains the same.
Naples, FL

No Departure from the Jerusalem Church
Benjamin Franklin

If we are to depart from the Jerusalem
Church because it was in its infancy, and not
reproduce the primitive church, we should
like to know how far we are to depart from
it, and in what. If the faith and practice, the
precept and example of the primitive church
may not be adopted now and followed, and if
in all things we should not now have the same
faith and practice, precept and example they
had, we should be pleased for some expounder
of the new doctrine to explain to us in what
the departure shall consist, and what rule we
are to adopt now. If we let go of the rule that
governed the first church, what rule shall we
adopt? If we cut loose from the Divine, shall
we adopt a human rule? If so, what human
rule—some one of these already made? Or
shall we have the presumption and folly to
think we can make a better one than these human rules already in use?
We are not ready to cut loose from the

Jerusalem Church, its rule of faith and practice, its precept, and example. We have more
confidence in the old ground than ever, and
have no idea of departing from the Jerusalem
Church, its faith and practice, precepts and
example. The men that will not stand on apostolic ground, the faith and practice of the
first church, will not stand on anything long.
We want something reliable, permanent, sure,
and steadfast—a kingdom that cannot be
moved. In the old Bible, the old Gospel, the
old church, we find it. Here is something to
lean upon living and dying, for this world and
the world to come. If we leave this, all is uncertainty, darkness, and night. Let us “hear
what the Spirit says to the churches,” and not
be of those who “depart from the faith,” giving heed to seducing spirits, and not listen to
“unstable souls,” of those who are “ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth.”
Deceased
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Words

“A careless word may kindle strife;
A cruel word may wreck a life;
A bitter word may hate instill;
A brutal word may a smile kill;
A gracious word may smooth the way;
A joyous word may light the day!
A timely word may lesson stress;
A loving word may heal and bless.”
Author Unknown
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Do You Have a Retirement Plan?
Andy McClish

Financial experts will tell you that if you
do not participate in an IRA, a 401k, or some
type of financial investment program for the
future, then you are not really building much
security. It is becoming increasingly common
these days for people to take personal responsibility and plan now for a stable and secure
retirement.
It is important to realize that there is nothing un-Christian about preparing and planning for the future by saving some of our
money today. In 1 Timothy 5:8 we read that
“if any provideth not for his own, and specially his own household, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.” Likewise, Christ laid down the principle of the importance of counting the cost in Luke 14:2733. Granted, He was talking about counting
the cost of following Him, but the principle
is no less true of any other worthwhile endeavor. There is nothing inappropriate about

managing our money practically and wisely. It
is simply a part of good stewardship.
However, with all the current emphasis on
retiring comfortably in this life, is it possible
that we are forgetting about another retirement that we all have to face some day? More
to the point, are we planning for our spiritual
and eternal retirement, or is that something
we will take care of “one of these days”?
Because of the immeasurable sacrifice that
the Son of God made, every one of us can have
a spiritual “individual retirement account.”
His contribution to it is beyond our comprehension. What we contribute to it is up to us,
but the Bible’s teaching on this subject is so
clear that we have no excuse for not being prepared for the next life. We are to “work out…
[our] own salvation with fear and trembling”
(Phi. 2:12). The apostle Peter tells us to “give
diligence to make…[our] calling and election
sure” (2 Pet. 1:10). “And let us not be weary in

well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not,” Paul exhorts in Galatians 6:9.
Christ commands: “lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Mat. 6:20).
God has a “retirement plan” for us, the
likes of which we cannot begin to imagine.
“The sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18—KJV).
What are we contributing towards our secure,
spiritual retirement?
Marietta, GA

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via
e-mail please send your e-mail address
to bellviewcoc@gmail.com. The file you
will receive will be a PDF (a free reader
is available from www.adobe.com).

God’s Word Is the Last Word
Jess Whitlock

In “hermeneutics” (how to properly study
the Scripture), one of the first principles
learned is to take into account all that the Bible teaches on a subject. Too many are content
to select one or two passages to the exclusion
of all else the Bible has to say on the subject.
This is certainly the case when men begin to
“search the Scriptures” in considering what
man must do to be saved!
If you turn to John 3:16, 8:24, and 20:31,
you will learn that man is saved by believing
in Jesus Christ. However, we also discover in
Luke 13:3-5, Acts 17:30 and 2 Peter 3:9, that
man must repent of his sins. Again, when we
study Matthew 10:32-33, Romans 10:9-10
and 1 Timothy 6:12-13, the good confession
of Christ as Lord is a divine requirement for
one’s salvation. According to Mark 16:16, Acts
2:38, 22:16, and 1 Peter 3:21, it is learned that
unless one is baptized into Christ for (unto, in
order to obtain) remission of sins there can be
no salvation from past sins. There is not one

passage of Scripture that lists every step in just
one verse. All verses on the subject of salvation
must be considered. Ephesians 1:13 says that
hearing and believing are required for one to
be saved. Galatians 3:26-27 informs the student that the faith and baptism are required
by God for salvation. Acts 18:8 forthrightly
tells us the Corinthians heard the Gospel, and
believed what they heard, and that they were
baptized. Acts 16:13-15 tells how Lydia and
her household heard the Word and were then
baptized. Romans 10:8-17 is inclusive of hearing, believing, and confessing faith as part of
what one must do to be saved. There is no single passage that spells out:
• Hear the Gospel,
• Believe or have faith in Jesus as God’s Son,
• Repent of all sin in your life,
• Confess your faith (belief) in Christ as
Lord, and
• Be Baptized into Him to be saved.
Yet, all of these things are clearly taught

within the pages of the New Testament, as
just demonstrated.
Many years ago I was handed a tract being
passed out by a denomination in the area. It
was titled, “What You Must Do to Be Saved.”
Toward the end of the tract I noticed this
statement:
We learn in Acts 16:30-31 the answer to
the question “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord
Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and
thy house.” STOP READING RIGHT
THERE! THERE IS NO NEED TO
READ FURTHER! THAT IS WHAT
ANY MAN MUST DO IN ORDER
TO BE SAVED (Emphasis in tract).
Friend, there is a need to read much further
if you desire God’s full answer to the question.
Why did that preacher not want us to read
further in God’s Word? Verse 32 tells us “they
spake the word of the Lord unto him” and in
verse 33 (just two verses after we were asked to
stop reading), “he took them the same hour
of the night, and washed their stripes; and was
baptized, he and all his, immediately.” Verse
34 informs us they rejoiced “having believed
in God” (16:32).
We cannot afford to have a “cafeteria” religion, where we go through the line and pick
and choose what we will believe (accept), and
what we will not believe (accept). It is a common practice in the denominational and interdenominational circles of our day for certain
preachers to “camp out” on the Scriptures that
teach “faith” or “grace” and insist that salvation comes by that one thing alone, just as the
writer of the above mentioned tract, “camped
out” on a few passages that mentioned “belief

and then insisted that believing in Christ
alone would result in salvation. The Word of
God must be the last word!
Let me give you a clue to all of this. If any
man stands in the pulpit and declares that you
can be saved by ______ alone or only—then
that man is a false teacher. Any man who fills
in that blank with the word faith, or repent,
or confess, or baptism, and then indicates
“alone” or “only,” is a false teacher!
There are numerous factors involved in the
salvation of any man. You must take into account Jehovah God (John 3:16). You cannot
omit Jesus the Christ nor His blood (Heb.
9:15-22; Eph. 5:2). The Holy Spirit has revealed the true teaching of what we must do
to be saved (John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:10). The
Bible Itself is an integral part leading to our
salvation (John 17:17; Heb. 4:12; Jam. 1:21).
There must be both faith and obedience on
the part of man (John 8:24; Heb. 11:6; Rom.
1:16; Heb. 5:8-9). There is a hymn that we
sing frequently: “Trust and Obey; for there’s
no other way.” How very true are the sentiments of that song. The man who teaches that
one can be saved without being baptized into
Christ for salvation must explain away: Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:16; Acts 2, 8, 9, 10,
16, 22, 26; Romans 6:2-6; Galatians 3:2627; Colossians 2:12-13; and 1 Peter 3:21. Jesus Christ declared: “He that rejecteth me,
and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).
God desires that all men be saved (2 Tim. 2:4;
2 Pet. 3:9). Let us never forget that “the Word
of God is the Last Word.”
Evant, TX
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1:16; Heb. 5:8-9). There is a hymn that we
sing frequently: “Trust and Obey; for there’s
no other way.” How very true are the sentiments of that song. The man who teaches that
one can be saved without being baptized into
Christ for salvation must explain away: Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:16; Acts 2, 8, 9, 10,
16, 22, 26; Romans 6:2-6; Galatians 3:2627; Colossians 2:12-13; and 1 Peter 3:21. Jesus Christ declared: “He that rejecteth me,
and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).
God desires that all men be saved (2 Tim. 2:4;
2 Pet. 3:9). Let us never forget that “the Word
of God is the Last Word.”
Evant, TX
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Melvin Torrey who passed
away on January 14, 2014. Please keep
his family in your prayers.

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
January 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

The ‘Dispersion’

After the exile, many Jews did not return to Jerusalem, but remained settled
in other parts of the Persian empire. This
‘dispersion’ became significant in New
Testament times. Because of their distance from the temple at Jerusalem, these
Jews developed the practice of having a
local synagogue, which was a centre of
teaching and worship. This laid the basis for the rapid spread of Jewish communities throughout the Mediterranean
world (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of
the Bible 35).
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I Am Pro-Choice
Ken Chumbley

Yes, I am pro-choice, and that surely is the
clear teaching of the Bible that we, as human
beings, are free to make choices in life. Joshua
told the children of Israel to make a choice—
“choose you this day whom ye will serve” (Jos.
24:15). Elijah called upon the people to make
a choice—“How long halt ye between two
opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but
if Baal, then follow him” (1 Kin. 18:21). Jesus
called upon people to make choices, to make
decisions (Mat. 7:13-27; Luke 13:3; 14:26-35;
etc.). The apostles called upon people to make
a choice as to whether or not they would obey
the Gospel message (Acts 2:4-41; etc.). Christians are exhorted to make choices (2 Cor.
6:17-18; etc.).
Sadly, wrong choices have been made. In
the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve made the
wrong choice when they ate of the forbidden
fruit and were cast out of the garden (Gen. 3).
Those who would not heed the preaching of

Noah made the wrong choice, perishing in the
flood (Gen. 6-7; 1 Pet. 3:18-22). Those who refuse to obey the Gospel make a wrong choice
(2 The. 1:7-9). Those who turn from Christ
make the wrong choice (Gal. 5:4; 2 Pet.
2:10-22).
The Bible is pro-choice when it comes to
the matter of the unborn. It chooses life. There
are those who claim to be pro-choice who, in
reality, place the choice at the wrong place.
The choice should not be whether to have the
baby or take its life in abortion (murder) but
to make that choice before engaging in activity that could produce a child. Remember the
innocent, unborn child does not get the opportunity to make a choice but in abortion becomes the victim of another’s choice.
The law of the land may approve of the
choice of taking the life of the innocent,
unborn child, but the Bible makes another choice, in favor of the right to life of that

unborn (Exo. 21:22-25; etc.). When a woman
has conceived she is said to be “with child”
(Gen. 16:11; Mat. 1:18; etc.), the Bible says
that it is a child in the womb, yet, some would
seek to deny that fact.
Let each beware lest one make a wrong

choice that costs the life of the unborn contrary to God’s will. Let each be aware that
choices have consequences and let us seek to
make right choices not only with respect to
the unborn child but in other areas of life also.
Belvedere, SC

Christian Identity

When a farmer stops plowing his land,
stops planting any seeds, and stops harvesting, he stops being a farmer because he has
stopped doing those things that identify him
as a farmer.
When a Christian stops attending every
service, stops taking the Lord’s Supper, and

39th Annual Bellview Lectures
Understanding The Will Of The Lord
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stops singing, praying, and giving, he has
stopped being a Christian. Can your friends
and neighbors tell that you are a Christian by
your activities, or do you hinder the cause by
your failing to show them where you stand by
how you live?
The Christian must carry with him a breath
of heaven in which the fine things flourish
and in which the evil things shrivel up. That
is the function of the Christian; if he fails in
his function, there is no good reason why he
should exist at all; and we have seen that in the
Economy of God uselessness invites disaster.
Author Unknown

Diary of an Unborn Child

Oct 5–Today my life began. My parents do
not know it yet. I am as small as an apple seed,
but it is I already. I am to be a girl with blond
hair and blue eyes. Just about everything is
settled, even the fact that I shall like flowers.
Oct 19–Some say that I am not a real person yet, that only my mother exists. But I am
a real person, just as a small crumb of bread is
truly bread. My mother is, and I am.
Oct 23–My mouth is just beginning to
open now. Just think, in about a year I shall
be laughing and later I will talk. I know what
my first word will be: Mama!
Oct 25–My heart began to beat today—all

by itself. From now on it shall beat gently for
the rest of my life without ever stopping to
rest. After many years it may tire and stop—if
so, I will then die.
Nov 2–I am growing a bit every day. My
arms and legs are beginning to take shape.
But I have to wait a long time yet until these
legs will raise me to my mother’s arms, before
these little arms will be able to gather flowers
and embrace my father.
Nov 12–Tiny fingers are beginning to form
on my hands. Funny how small they are! I’ll
be able to stroke my mother’s hair with them.
Nov 20–It wasn’t until today that the

		

doctor told my mother that I am living under
her heart. Oh, how happy she must be! Are
you happy, Mom?
Nov 25–My parents are probably thinking
of a name for me, but they don’t even know
that I am a little girl. I would like to be called
______. I am getting so big already.
Dec 10–My hair is growing. It is smooth,
bright, and shiny. I wonder what kind of hair
Mom has?
Dec 13–I am just about able to see, though
it is dark around me. When Mom brings me

into the world, it will be full of sunshine and
flowers. But what I want to see more than anything is my Mom. How do you look, Mom?
Dec 24–I wonder if Mom hears the whispering of my heart? Some children come into
the world a little sick, but my heart is strong
and healthy. It beats evenly: tup-tup-tup-tup.
You’ll have a healthy little daughter, Mom!
Dec 28–Today, my mother hired a man to
kill me—
What can she say when we meet in Judgment?		
Author Unknown

A Worthy Translation
Roelf L Ruffner, Sr.

I must admit I favor the King James Version
(KJV) of the Holy Bible. I did not always favor
it. However, after years of study I realized that
it is a superior translation. That does not mean
that it does not have a few mistakes. All translations are made by men. Only the original autographs were inspired, but generally the KJV
translators were faithful to the original. Quite
a few modern versions cannot honestly make
that claim. For example, the use of “eth” put
at the end of some verbs by the KJV translators
indicates continuous action. (This is not just
Elizabethan English of the 17th Century.) One
does something and continues to do it. It gives
the reader a clearer understanding of what the
author of the Bible, the Holy Spirit, is saying.
Notice the following verses:
He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned (Mark 16:16).
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my

Father which is in heaven (Mat.7:21).
Notice how these two verses completely debunk the false doctrine of “once saved, always
saved.” You must “believe” and continue to believe. You do the Father’s will and continue to
do His will. Of course other verses in the Bible which do not have “eth” in them slay this
dragon as well.
And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put
away his wife, except it be for fornication,
and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which
is put away doth commit adultery (19:9).
The phrase “commiteth adultery” shows that
those who divorce for any reason except fornication and remarry are now in an adulterous
relationship. Not only do they commit adultery by remarrying, they continue to commit
adultery by staying in that sinful relationship.
No, I am not a “King James only” preacher,
but I do find the KJV a worthy translation for
use in study, teaching, and preaching.
Columbia, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson

Placed Membership

Louise Billiot placed membership with
the Bellview congregation on January
25. Her address is: 3441 Wasatch Range
Loop; Pensacola, FL 32526.

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
January 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
February 3
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Midianites

The Midianites lived south of Edom,
along the Red Sea coast, engaging in
trade and riding in on camels to raid
the settled lands. The Bible records that
Moses met them in the Sinai Desert
and Married a Midianite woman (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible
79).
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Some Thoughts on What Is and Is Not
Acceptable for the Christian
Johnny Oxendine

Prurience. This is a word that should not
describe the mind of any faithful Christian. It
is also a way to define people who have overt
obsessions that spill out in ways that those
with this trait are themselves loath (unwilling) to see. Prurience—having or encouraging
an excessive interest in sexual matters. This
would include, but not be limited to, someone
who shows a continued interest also in homosexual (including lesbian) movies or novels (or
television programs that are promoting that
agenda). Everything they recommend (for it
will fill their conversations) has that “dark” element contained or explored. Some attempt to
describe them as guilty pleasures. What does
this have to do with the church? What does it
have to do with the Scriptures?
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ

sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life
is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with him in glory. Mortify
therefore your members which are upon
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry: For which
things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on
the children of disobedience (Col. 3:1-6).
What honestly is the point (intrinsic value) of television programs like Dancing With
The Stars, Desperate Housewives, or the many
location specific “Housewives of whatever city
will take them?” The general idea is the same,
and those who condone such are, as Romans 1
tells us: “knowing the judgment of God, that
they which commit such things are worthy of

death, not only do the same, but have pleasure
in them that do them” (1:32).
The Lord expects better from us, and we
have to pass this message along to those who
are lost and are (at the same time) interested in
heaven. If we are told to “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phi. 2:5),
then we will not find ourselves drooling over
whatever piece of trash explodes on the tube
or silver screen.
A few years ago the media was engaged in
an open discussion of a new program (“Skins”)
about teenagers on MTV. The television rating alluded to the fact that its lasciviousness
(and essentially child pornography scenes—
underage “actors”) would prevent teenagers
from even seeing the show (assuming the parents would know or care what their children
were doing). The worrisome thought is that
some young Christians would try to sneak

away and watch such filth (or at least get a
friend to copy/record it for them). It represents
where we are as a culture/society when decency is no longer an attribute or core value, rather the “seedy” side of morality (immorality) is
highlighted and glamorized.
Our tolerance level for this cannot be beyond that which is described in the Scriptures. There is condemnation for sin no matter which generation currently abides.
Such fornication as is not so much as
named among the Gentiles, that one
should have his father’s wife. And ye are
puffed up, and have not rather mourned,
that he that hath done this deed might be
taken away from among you (1 Cor. 5:1-2)
(The sad thing about this is that it is apparent that before Paul said anything the Corinthians did not have a clue, do we?)
San Mateo, CA

Bible Reasons for Christian Living
Winfred Clark

We live in a day and age when people are
looking for reasons. That is good. Such an approach will cause one to act in a fashion that
is intelligent. There are also cases where one
may be told to do, or not do a thing. That person may respond by saying, “Why?” That is,
they want to know the reason. If you take the
time to look at your Bible, you will see some
reasons outlined as to the “why” people ought
to live right.
To Save the Lost
This is clearly spelled out. Peter speaks to
the wife who has the husband that is not a
Christian. She is told to be in subjection to

your own husbands; that, if any obey not the
Word, they also may without the Word be
won by the conversation of the wives; “While
they behold your chaste conversation coupled
with fear” (1 Pet. 3:1-2). Notice that the wife
is told what to do, and she is also told why she
is to conduct herself in that way. In short, her
life is to be lived in such a way that she may
be a Christian influence and save the husband.
To Silence the Opposition
This is surely seen in the language of Paul
to Titus. “Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part
may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say

of you” (Tit. 2:8). The man that is a Christian
is to so speak and so act that nobody can have
any real reason to speak a word against him.
He may not agree with what he believes but he
cannot deny the kind of life he lives. This was
true in the case of Daniel.
To Support the Truth
Listen to the language of Paul, “Only let
your conversation be as it becometh the gospel
of Christ” (Phi. 1:27). This passage calls for
a life that will support the Gospel. It will be
a life that attracts people to the Gospel rather than having them repulsed by such. One
would not listen to one like the priest or Levite that passed by on the other side of the road.

He would, however, pay some attention to
what one like the Samaritan had to say. Surely
the Gospel would make one more like the Samaritan than the priest and Levite.
Yes, there are reasons for living the life a
Christian is to live.
Deceased
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What Will Build a Strong Church?

Not sensationalist! Not gimmicks! Nor
more committees, or mere program, or a “fun
and games” emphasis! These things may be
“right-on” for civic clubs, social clubs, and
country clubs, but not for the Lord’s church!
Strong Bible preaching and teaching!
God’s Word, when it is disseminated, plainly,
forcefully, uncompromisingly, and yet kindly,
will build up! Paul said, “I commend you to
God, and to the word of his grace, which is
able to build you up” (Acts 20:32).
Exemplary leadership! Men who make
themselves “examples to the flock” are careful in tending it (1 Pet. 5:2-3). To grow, the
church must have quality leadership—men
who know how to lead and will do so!
Christian living on the part of every
member! Unimpeachable conduct clearly evidenced in the lives of Christians will illuminate the way for many in the realm of darkness. Read Matthew 5:16 and Philippians 2:15.

Congregational warmth and love! The
fellowship of the Lord’s church should be so
sweet and precious that the whole community
takes notice and observed, “See how they love
each other!” Without this a congregation will
never be what God would have it be!
Compassionate hearts! The church of
Christ needs to be known as the most tenderhearted bunch of people in the world, ready
and willing to help all and especially those of
the household of faith (Gal. 6:9-10).
Evangelistic fervor! The emphasis of the
early church was soul-winning! The church
will grow when we cease not to “teach and
preach Jesus as the Christ” every day, whenever we have opportunity! Read Acts 5:42.
An “I want to serve” attitude permeating the congregation! People serve the Lord
because they love Him; they want to serve and
not out of a spirit of drudgery.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Henry Born
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Rubye Bailey in the death of her sisterin-law, Ruby Nell Brewer, who passed
away on February 1. Please keep Rubye
in your prayers.

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does” (William James). If you
think that no one cares, if you feel your
life is meaningless, if you think you
could disappear and no one would miss
you—stop that! Everyone matters! To
someone you are a hero. Jesus loves you.
He is not alone—you matter! If you are
reading this you matter to me too! So
smile and be happy! At least give it a try.
God bless.
Tim Smith
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Turning to God the Back Instead of the Face
Lee Moses

In the children’s movie, Monsters, Inc.,
there comes a point when the long and close
friendship of the two main characters, Mike
and Sully, is strained. The young human girl,
“Boo,” whom they have befriended, needs
help getting home, and needs saving from
wicked monsters who would hurt her. But as
Sully prepares to go out into a blizzard, Mike
angrily tells Sully he will not be joining him.
To bring that point home, he turns his back to
him and remains in that position until Sully
has departed. By turning his back, Mike emphasized that he would not participate in Sully’s noble and vital mission and that he was rejecting Sully’s friendship.
God tells us that His people of old did
something very similar: “And they have
turned unto me the back, and not the face:
though I taught them, rising up early and
teaching them, yet they have not hearkened
to receive instruction” (Jer. 32:33).

God had been “rising up early and teaching
them”; that is, He besought them again and
again, earnestly and persistently (Koehler and
Baumgartner). God continually showed His
care and concern for Israel. Yet, they responded by ignoring God’s prophets and following
other “gods.”
This is what God called “turn[ing] unto
me the back.” Turning one’s back on another
shows unconcern for the other person, at best.
Often, it is a sign of spite and utter rejection.
This is exactly what Israel’s actions showed
about their attitude toward God.
What about us? Are we turning our backs
or our faces? As a nation, we are increasingly encouraging atrocious wickedness, including the murder of unborn children and the legal sanctioning of sodomy as “marriage.” Our
nation publicly ignores God and His Word,
whereas George Washington’s Thanksgiving
proclamation reminded us, “it is the duty of

all nations to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore
His protection and favor.”
The church, Christ’s bride, body, and kingdom, intended to continue the mission Christ
began, has in many places been overcome by
worldliness and compromise. Instead of seeking the favor of God, they turn their backs
on Him to seek the plaudits of men (cf. John
5:44; Gal. 1:10). Just as Mike rejected participation in Sully’s mission and rejected his best
friend’s friendship, the church does the same

to God.
It all begins with each of us. Let us be sure
we are not turning our backs to God, and let
us turn to Him our faces. “Turn us again, O
God of hosts, And cause thy face to shine;
and we shall be saved” (Psa. 80:7).
Work Cited
Koehler, Ludwig and Walter Baumgartner. The
Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. ed. Johann Jakob Stam, trans. M.E.J.
Richardson, CD-ROM ed. (Leiden: Brill,
1994), BibleWorks, v.9; s.v. Vkµ

Mammoth Springs, AR

A Contrast in People
Danny Douglas

“Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee” (Pro.
9:8). How true and how wise these words are!
A few weeks ago I sent a documented
warning to a brother in a congregation regarding a man that they had invited to come and
speak. This man is known for his compromises and fellowship with darkness, which God
forbids (Eph. 5:11). Another sound brother
also sent warning. From the responses and reactions we received, he did not appreciate the
warnings and only sought to justify the one
39th Annual Bellview Lectures
Understanding The Will Of The Lord
June 6 - 10, 2014
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

fellowshipping darkness.
During this same time frame, I saw another young man who has started preaching regularly as of late. I asked him, “Do you still use
tobacco?” He replied, “Yes,” and went on to
tell me that he had been thinking a lot about it
lately. He expressed appreciation for my bringing this up to him. In fact, he said: “I want
you to do something for me,” and he went on
to ask me to pray for him to overcome his tobacco use. I assured him that I would. He also
told me that he loved me. What did Solomon
say: “rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.”
I will not say that the first brother hates
me, but certainly he did not appreciate the
warning that we gave him. The second brother, however, did appreciate it, and had a truly
Christian attitude and was wise.
There is a contrast between people even in
the Lord’s church. Which one am I?
Mt. Pleasant, TN

Where Are You Living?
Jimmie Z. Gribble

The Bible makes an interesting comment
about Moses and his burial. The Word of God
says, “So Moses the servant of the Lord died
there in the land of Moab, according to the
word of the Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor:
but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this
day” (Deu. 35:5-6). What we know about Moses is that he died, but no one knew where his
sepulcher was or is. A contrast to this is about
David and his burial. The Bible says, “Men and
brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day”
(Acts 2:29). Peter says that David died and we
know where his sepulcher is, even to this day.
I thought this was interesting from the
standpoint that it really does not matter where
our “sepulcher” is. We raise tombstones to mark
the graves so that people will know where people are buried. However, time and events cause
those markers to decay or disappear. Some of
the floods have taken care of many of the caskets in some graves yards. In the area where I
live, and no doubt all areas, there are graves that
have markers that are barely readable, some not
legible, because of time and weather. This leads
to the conclusion that it really does not matter
where one’s “sepulcher” is.
Well, then, what does matter? What matters
is where one lives? No, not Virginia or Michigan—but whether one lives in harmony with
God or not, that is what really matters! Amos
wrote, in the long ago, “Can two walk together,

except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Moses was
in agreement with God. Yes, Moses sinned in
unbelief—he was, after all, human. It was because of this sin that Moses was not allowed
to enter the land of promise, but died and was
buried in sight of the land. David was in agreement with God. Yes, David sinned; he was human, but he was a man after God’s own heart.
We, today, either live in the kingdom of
Christ or the kingdom of darkness; there is no
“gray area.” Paul put it this way, “Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son” (Col. 1:13). We are either in the power
(kingdom) of darkness or in Christ’s kingdom.
This is what matters, not where your sepulcher
is.
Beloved, all of us will go to our sepulcher, unless Christ returns—then we will be
changed. But where you are buried is not the
question; where you are living is!
Beloved, where are you living? Beloved, listen to all of God’s Word, God will do thee
good.
Portsmouth, VA

Defender and Beacon Available Via
E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via email please send your e-mail address to bellviewcoc@gmail.com. The file you will receive will be a PDF (a free reader is available
from www.adobe.com).
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Henry Born
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson)
Anita Ware (Terri Myrick’s mother)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Ray Foshee in the death of his brother-in-law, Donald Clark, on February
10. Please keep Ray and Tina and their
family in your prayers.

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
February 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 1.
February 17
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Firstfruits

This ceremony was held on the last day
of the Passover festival. During the ceremony, the first sheaf of the barley harvest was presented to God (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 157).
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The Gospel of the Second Chance
Guy N. Woods

Sin, whether conceived of as an act or regarded as a principle, is set forth under various aspects in the Sacred Writings. Numerous
terms, both in the Hebrew of the Old Testament and in the Greek of the New Testament, are required to present it in all of its
multiform phases. Of frequent occurrence is
the Hebrew word hatah, rendered in the Septuagint (the Greek translation made from Hebrew about 300 years before Christ came) by
the Greek term hamartia, signifying to miss
one’s aim; hence, to miss the mark. It is a figure taken from the practice of archery, the use
of bows and arrows. By an easy transition, the
word, originally signifying to miss the target
at which one sights in a literal sense, came to
mean an error of the understanding, and then
a bad action, an evil deed.
If one shoots an arrow at the target and
misses the first time, he does not fling his
bow aside after one try and confess defeat. It

is good sportsmanship to try and try again.
A miss is indeed a challenge few red-blooded
sportsmen can resist. It is recognized that with
practice comes proficiency, and that one may
by it attain to a degree of skill little dreamed
of at the beginning. We all want a second
chance at the target.
In a vitally important and truly wonderful
sense the Gospel of Christ may be styled the
Gospel of Second Chance! For many centuries men have done much speculation about
whether there will be a second chance in the
next world. All such is worthless and vain. The
period of man’s probation is fixed for this life,
and he who allows it to pass without preparation commits an eternal sin. “He that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16).
Those who obey not the Gospel
shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and
from the glory of his might, when he shall

come to be glorified in his saints (2 The.
1:9-10).
There is something much better than a
second chance in the next world—a second
chance in this world ! How wonderful that
the Lord enables us to try, and try, and try
again! So long as life lasts, there is no limit
to His patience and forbearance. “My little
children, these things write I unto you that
ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous” (1 John 2:1). “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1:9). The blood of “Jesus his Son
cleanseth [present tense, linear action, keeps on
cleansing] us from all sin” (1:7).
Repentance is the price of a new round of
shots at the target. God, as the Great Scorer,
says, as it were: “Now is the accepted time to
try again! Now is the day to hit the mark!” In
the parable of the Pharisee and the publican
the Pharisee
stood and prayed thus with himself, God,
I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even as this publican. I fast twice in the
week; I give tithes of all that I get. But
the publican, standing afar off, would not

lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,
but smote his breast, saying, God, be thou
merciful to me a sinner (Luke 18:11-13).
The Pharisee was so smug and self-satisfied
in his attitude that he did not bother to see
whether he hit the mark or not, but the publican said: “God, be merciful to me, a man who
has missed the mark.” And our Lord said, in
effect: “I tell you, this man went down to his
house to try again, and the other did not!”
From the far country, slowly, wearily, in
rags, the prodigal came back to his father. He
begins his oft-rehearsed speech: “Father, before heaven, and in thy sight, I have missed
the mark. I do not deserve another try. I ask
only to be permitted to be as one of thy hired
servants, and make bows and arrows for better men.” The father drowns out his words in a
sea of love and devotion. As he rains kisses on
the returned wanderer, he shouts: “Bring out
a bow and give it to him.” The elder brother
complains: “But, father, he has his bow and
missed the mark.” “Never mind,” the father
answers. “Bring out the best bow and give it
to him. My boy has come back to try again.”
How grateful all of us should be that the Lord
allows us to come back and try again!
Deceased

“Vox Populi, Vox Dei”
David P. Brown

“The voice of the people is the voice of
God,” is the translation of the ancient Latin
expression serving as the title of this article. In
a democracy such a sentiment sounds good.
Especially does it sooth the ear in a society
that is permeated with Humanism.

When one examines God’s infallible will,
he immediately notices that most of the time
most of the people are not in sympathy with
the truth of God. More than this is the fact
that the Bible reveals that God’s people are
very rarely content to remain submissive to

His will over any extended period of time.
Just six chapters into the Bible and some 1500
years from the creation God is pleased with
only eight people out of the whole human race
(Gen. 6:5-6).
Concerning God’s chosen people of the
Old Testament, the Jews, God said of them
at the time of the golden calf incident: “I have
seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked
people” (Exo. 32:1-9).
Paul warned that some members of the
church would conduct themselves according
to the aforementioned phrase, with not a few
elders and preachers in the lead (Acts 20:2831; 1 Tim. 4:1ff; 2 Tim. 4:1-4)! Therefrom a
great apostasy resulted, and there is not any
indication that mankind, in the church or
out of it, has changed. That is, man has yet
to learn that the voice of the people is not the
voice of God.
Can you imagine the Campbell’s, Barton
W. Stone, and others of their character holding the view that the preachers of their day
should settle the matter of what constitutes
the final authority in religious matters so that
they would know what to preach? It is obvious
that the voice of the preachers in and of itself
alone is not any more the voice of God than is
the voice of the people.
It is still true that the Bereans
were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so
(Acts 17:11; Also see 2 Tim. 2:15).
Yes, all of us have done and will continue to
benefit from those who have gone before us in
their studies. Surely no one is opposed to such

benefits and blessings in the least, but that is
not the point under consideration. My point is
just this: The majority position on any subject does not in and of itself alone make it
right! When the church and the world understand that point they will know why the Bereans were called noble by God and they will
understand Acts 17:11.
Faithful elders, Gospel preachers, and
members of the Lord’s church have long withstood the attempts at intimidation and threats
coming from the world and human churches when such people have attempted to get
God’s faithful to water down the Gospel that
the masses might be pleased. “Vox populi,
vox Dei” is Satan’s formula and has no place
among the faithful of God. Let us strive to
make the voice of God the voice of the people. Our plea, therefore, is: “If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet.
4:11), “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16), “But speak thou the things
which become sound doctrine” (Tit. 2:1), and
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good”
(1 The. 5:21).
Spring, TX
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Henry Born
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Ken Chumbley (surgery scheduled)
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson)
Anita Ware (Terri Myrick’s mother)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
February 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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How Would You Feel?

If God gave you the same amount of
time and attention that you devote to
Him?
If God put as many things ahead of
you as you put ahead of Him?
If God offered as many excuses as
you do? And if His excuses were no
more justifiable than yours?
If God withheld His blessings from
you as you withhold your offering from
Him?
Author Unknown
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The Demand for Positive Preaching
Dub McClish

More and more over the past few years the
cry for “positive” preaching has been heard.
Surely, preachers need to preach positively in
the sense that we offer something that is solid and concrete when we get up to preach.
Any fool can raise questions and broadcast his
own uncertainties. However, we have a certified Gospel (Gal. 1:11) based upon the “word
of prophecy made more sure” (2 Pet. 1:19).
The Gospel of Christ is “in truth, the word of
God” (1 The. 2:13). The task of Gospel preachers is to preach this sure and certain truth and
to be positive about it! In the Gospel, we have
something to offer the world that it cannot get
anywhere else, and we must unashamedly offer it. True Gospel preaching will always accentuate the “pluses” of Gospel obedience and
Christian living which ends in eternal life.
However, I have found that most folk who
insist on “positive” preaching have something
else in mind. They usually mean: “Don’t

preach on specific sins”; “Don’t preach on the
necessity of baptism”; “Don’t preach about the
one church”; “Don’t expose religious error and
call it by name”; etc. (Is it not strange how negative these folks are who demand “positive”
preaching?) To this growing element within
the church “positive” preaching not only excludes such things as the above but it focuses almost entirely on grace, love, mercy, and
joy as they understand them. Surely, none can
deny that, properly conceived, these are important themes of the Gospel, and they dare
not be neglected. But I deny that these are the
only important subjects of the Gospel. “Godly
sorrow,” for example is necessary to produce
salvation (2 Cor. 7:10).
The “positive” approach represents the encroachment of the false philosophy that all
guilt feelings are harmful. Those thus persuaded will not long tolerate preaching that
makes them feel guilty. Many in the church

now want to do their drinking and dancing,
go on living in their adulterous marriages,
wear immodest clothing in public, forsake the
assembly at will, etc., and never be called in
question. If the preacher does not send them
from the assembly “feeling good” he has wasted their time! To such, one who dares to continue preaching the whole counsel of God is
“negative” and “offensive.” Straightforward
preaching that identifies sin and error is “arrogant” preaching and constitutes “an unbalanced gospel” to them.
I challenge such brethren to apply their
standards of “positive” preaching to our Lord.
He repeatedly rebuked the sins and sinners of
His day in scathing words (Mat. 6:1-18; 11:1624; 12:34, 39; 15:1-20; 23:1-29; etc.). This often involved calling the name of their party
and naming their sins. Our Lord had more
to say about the judgment, eternal condemnation, and the wrath of God than He did about
some of the more “positive” themes craved
by some brethren. By their standards, our
Lord was an “unloving,” “offensive,” “negative,” even “unbalanced” preacher! Judging by
the shameful way some brethren treat faithful preachers, Jesus and His apostles would be
chased from numerous pulpits, were they on
earth today.
Some get far more excited about how “dynamic” a speaker may be than how Scriptural his sermon is. They want a preacher who
can draw the crowds, often with little concern
for what he draws them with. Such people
have either never learned, or have chosen to
ignore, the characteristics of New Testament
preachers and their message. Gospel preaching was decisive and demanded a decision

of its listeners. It was distinctive preaching
that drew plain lines between the kingdoms
of darkness and light, between righteousness
and worldliness, between truth and error. It
was bold preaching that openly challenged the
morally and spiritually bankrupt philosophies
of the time. But that kind of distinctive, plain,
yet loving preaching that swept the first century world and swept our young nation 150
years ago is unappreciated by many today.
A non-convicting type of preaching provides only superficial healing for the deep
needs of the soul. I am interested in saving
souls. Can I do this by withholding part of the
Word from them, by making them “feel good”
when they need to be convicted of sin, by being so careful not to offend that they never see
a distinction between truth and error through
my preaching? R. N. Hogan was right: “There
has been so much sweet-talk preaching that
a lot of the saints have spiritual sugar diabetes.” A generation raised on this kind of supersweet, entertainment-oriented preaching has
left many a church spiritually malnourished
and unfamiliar with the meat of the Gospel.
This is why scores of our congregations are on
the brink of losing their identity and of lapsing into full-scale denominationalism.
The numerical and spiritual strength of the
church today has not been gained through a
compromising, non-disturbing message but
through fearless preaching of the distinctive
Gospel. It is no mere coincidence that our rapid growth rate in the first half of the century
began to decline about the same time that the
cry for “positive,” “non-offensive” preaching
began to be raised. Today’s soft, promotional
type of preaching is destroying the generation

that has grown up on it. Unless there is an
awakening to what is happening, those of us
who are determined to preach and follow the
truth may soon find ourselves starting all over
again in homes and rented halls as the apostasy of a century ago required. It is already occurring in some communities,
With Micaiah of old, let us preachers have
the wisdom and courage to say, even to those
in “high places” who seek to silence us, “As
Jehovah liveth, what my God saith, that will
I speak” (2 Chr. 18:13). And let us have godly men and women who will support faithful

preaching by asking for “the old paths, where
is the good way” (Jer. 6:16). In such a restoration alone is the solution to the problems of
false doctrine and immorality that are so prevalent in the churches!
Denton, TX
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twenty-eight lessons presented: Theme of the Bible–Wayne Blake, The Church in the Eternal
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Henry Born
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson)
Anita Ware (Terri Myrick’s mother)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)
Harold Hart (Bobbie LaBryer’s son)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
February 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 3
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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A Little Minute

I have just a little minute,
Only sixty seconds in it,
Forced upon me, can’t refuse it,
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it,
But it’s up to me to use it;
I must suffer if I abuse it,
Just a tiny little minute.
Author Unknown
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Appeasement
Ken Chumbley

On February 20, 1938, Anthony Eden,
Foreign Minister of Great Britain, resigned his
position because he did not agree with the appeasement policies of Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain toward Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany. His action served as an inspiration to
the whole nation in the years that followed.
Today, we have many nations that are wanting
to be in the appeasement business again with
respect to the Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad in Iran and to the Syrian President Bashar al-Assad who have resisted numerous United Nations’ resolutions in efforts
to hide their (Iran’s) nuclear capabilities and to
cease the slaughter of his own people (Syria).
We need to pray that a proper and just resolution to the situations may be found. However,
these situations are not what we want to address in this article.
We are, however, greatly concerned about
appeasement within the body of Christ. There

are many who, although not holding to false
doctrine that would divide the beautiful body
of Christ or who do not have a dictatorial attitude within the body, are allowing such to
continue because of their policy of appeasement of these false teachers or those who will
seek to act in a dictatorial fashion. Appeasement never works either in the political realm
or in the spiritual realm.
When appeasers are at work within a congregation where there are false teachers, the
false teachers are only emboldened to pursue
their false doctrines to take the congregation
into apostasy knowing that the appeasers will
not take a stand against them. Similarly, those
who would use dictatorial methods to have
their own way are emboldened when they realize that brethren would rather be appeasers
that take a stand against the ungodly attitudes
expressed by these dictators and thus allow
them to continue to run roughshod over the

congregation and thus continue to do irreparable damage to the local church.
Brethren, the Lord expects His people to
stand firm and contend earnestly for the faith
(Eph. 5:10-17; Jude 3). He expects His children to stand against false teachers as well as
those who would act like Diotrephes (3 John
9) and seek to run the church in accordance
with their own whims and ideas.
Appeasers can cause as much damage to a
local congregation of the Lord’s people as the
false teachers that would lead the church into
apostasy and as those who act as dictators. In
many ways, appeasers are worse for if they are
in the majority they will stop the congregation from taking a Biblical stand against false

teachers and dictators. As a result, the congregation will cease to be a sound congregation
and will no longer be effective for the Lord.
Appeasers always are desirous of peace, but
it is a peace at any price and the price is too
great when so much depends on God’s people
being faithful to the Lord. True peace and unity does not come through appeasement.
Belvedere, SC
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Making and Using Money
B. C. Goodpasture

The Bible has much to say about the honest production and proper use of material resources. It recognizes and regulates the
relation between the production and the distribution and the use of wealth. It is axiomatic that those who contribute to the making
of money should share in the enjoyment of it.
There are two obligations that naturally attach to the making and use of money: it
should be made honestly, and it should be
used rightly.
It should be obtained honestly. “Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of
the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (2 Cor.
8:21). Those who have come into possession
of money dishonestly sooner or later will pay
for their dishonesty. The covetous Gehazi, by
lying, obtained silver and raiment from Naaman, but “he went out from his presence a

leper as white as snow” (2 Kin. 5:20-27). Judas
betrayed his Lord for 30 pieces of money, but
his heart was so tortured by the fires of remorse
that he returned the price of his treachery with
the awful confession, “I have betrayed the innocent blood” (Mat. 27:4). The rich men of
James 5 had filled their coffers with the toil of
their underpaid, or unpaid, laborers and the
terrible consequences of their sins were upon
them. It is not enough to obtain money in the
right manner.
The rich men to whom, and about whom,
Jesus spoke (Luke 12, 16, 18), so far as we
know, came into the possession of their wealth
by no fraudulent means. They may have inherited it, they may have married it, they may
have received it as a gift, or they may have
earned it. The rich young ruler is not charged
with dishonesty. The rich farmer of Luke 12

and the rich man of Luke 16 are above reproach so far as the manner of obtaining their
riches is concerned. The way they made their
money is not the point primarily under consideration. It is not enough to obtain money
honestly. Having obtained resources honestly there remains the solemn obligations to use
them properly. The three rich men in question made their grave mistake not in the manner they obtained their wealth but in the way
they used it.
There are three factors which contribute
to the making of money, regardless of the
amount. First, the person who immediately
has the money contributes his part. This has
been true from the beginning. “In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread” (Gen. 3:19).
“If any would not work, neither should he
eat” (2 The. 3:10). “The labourer is worthy
of his hire” Luke 10:7). It is his duty to produce and his privilege to enjoy the fruit of his
labors. Second, society contributes its part.
A man with no contact with society is incapable of making money in the usual sense of
the term. If Robinson Crusoe had remained a
thousand years on this fabled island with no
contact with the outside world, he could not
have produced any wealth. Third, God contributes His part. His is the largest part. “But
thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for
it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth”
(Deu. 8:18). He is the one in whom we live
and have our being; He is the giver of every
good and perfect gift. His blessing makes one
rich (Pro. 10:22). If all three factors contribute to the making of resources, and they do,
should they not be considered in the distribution and use of them? If three men in business

make a legitimate profit, each has a right to his
respective part of it. No one of the three has
the right to take all that has been made.
It is significant that the three rich men under consideration failed at this point. May it
not suggest that the greater danger lurks in
the use of, rather than in the making of, resources? The rich farmer would pull down his
barns and build greater, and there bestow all
his grain and goods and say to his soul that
it had much goods laid up for many days. In
his plan neither society nor God was considered for his wealth. Another of the rich men
was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day. He was not interested
in God or his fellow man in the use of his resources. Seemingly the desire of Lazarus to be
fed of the crumbs, which fell from this rich
man’s table, was not granted. It was nothing to
him if Lazarus, sore-covered and dog-licked,
died of hunger and exposure at his gate. For
God and His cause he had not thought nor
gift. The rich young ruler kept, for a brief
time, his wealth while the cry of the needy
was unheard and the voice of the Lord was
disobeyed. These made their fatal mistake in
the use of their money. What a lesson for us—
what a warning to us! Brother, what are you
doing to help the poor and to preach the Gospel? Will the Lord be pleased with the use you
are making of your money?
“Charge them…That they do good, that
they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in
store for themselves a good foundation against
the time to come, that they may lay hold on
eternal life” (1 Tim. 6:17-19).
Deceased
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Baptized / Placed Membership

Henry Hignite was baptized into Christ
on March 2. His address is: 6821 Cedar
Ridge Drive; Pensacola, FL 32526. The
telephone number is 944-1258. Please
keep Henry in your prayers and offer
him encouragement.
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“There’s No Accounting for Taste”
Tim Smith

Taste varies from age to age, generation to
generation, and person to person. We do not
all like the same things. We seldom all dislike the same things. Take foods—have you
ever wondered why there are so many different brands of vegetables in the grocery store?
I mean, why not just pick the best one and
sell only that one? Would that not make sense?
And what about restaurants—get rid of all
but the best one in the world and just duplicate it over and over and over and make a fortune, right? Why has someone not thought of
that before me? Then there is the whole area
of fashion. Why has someone not determined
what the best outfit for every man in the
world would be and mass-market it? Same for
women and same for children. Would not he/
she make a killing? Think of all the time such
moves as those just proposed would save—no
more “selecting” of vegetables in the store, no
more “deciding” which restaurant to go to, no

more “shopping” for clothes—just take the
best—the only one offered—and all is well.
Surely you could see that such simplistic solutions as those offered above would not work.
All of those things dealt with matters of “taste”
or choice or personal expression. Some prefer
Del Monte and some Bush’s Best—which is
better? Kinda hard to say. Some prefer Burger King and some Sonic—which is better?
Again, kinda hard to say. Some like a suit and
tie (usually men, though I have seen some
women wearing them too) and some prefer
blue jeans—which is better? And among suits,
which is the best? Which blue jean manufacturer makes the best product? I have strong
opinions about vegetables—some I will eat
and some I will eat only if life or death hangs
in the balance. What I find repulsive in vegetables someone else may very well not find
repulsive—in fact it may be their favorite. I
am also rather finicky about restaurants—and

clothes, well, that is a whole other matter altogether. I know what I want in all those areas and what I will tolerate and what simply
will not do. They are my feelings—and mine
alone.

Did My Neighbor:
Bill Jackson

See that I do not make time for Sunday
Bible Study?
See that I only give the Lord Sunday
mornings, but spend the Sunday evening
worship time for my own pleasure?
See that I absent myself from the assembly when guests come into my home,
and thus I put men before God?
Hear from my lips speech that is impure and unbecoming any child of God?
See me and my family cavort around
the community in a state of undress, as
if the Bible had nothing to say about
modesty?
See that I have done little to train up
my children in the way of the Lord, and
that I have exercised very little discipline
in the home?
See that I completely ignore the work
of the church when Wednesday evenings
roll around?
See that when the church has meetings, Family Bible Schools, etc., that I
show very, very little interest in such?
Then I know some reasons why my
friends and neighbors have not shown interest in the truth, and why they may never be converted!
Deceased

Does God care which vegetable brands you
prefer? Not so as I can tell from reading His
Book. Does He care about which restaurant
you go to? Again, His Book does not endorse
one in particular (although some may well be
disqualified from the patronage of the faithful
because of some particular thing done there).
What about clothes? Does God like a suit and
tie more than blue jeans? How about Polyester? Remember Leisure Suits—what does God
think about them? You would be hard pressed
to give a specific Bible answer to those questions. The simple fact is, there are some things
that are totally left to the discretion of the individual. They are matters of opinion, liberty, preference, or taste. I may think your taste
wholly repulsive, and you may think the same
of mine, but neither may condemn the other
for such a matter. There really is no accounting for taste.
Always remember: If God had a preference,
it would be expressed in His Word. If He has
given no such indication, with all due respect,
it is incumbent upon us to keep our preference to ourselves and not be guilty of imposing our taste as a test of fellowship on those
who would identify themselves with the people of God. Do not use a matter of liberty to
build a wall between yourself and the faithful
of God. Do not become a modern-day Pharisee by taking something that you are totally
at liberty to prefer for yourself and corrupting the faith of someone who may not prefer
the same thing. It is just as wrong to make a
rule God did not make as it is to omit a rule
He did make. May God bless you as you study
and obey His Word.
Dothan, AL

Watch That Singing

Not only is our singing to be scriptural, but
we are to guard against singing a lie.
• We sing, “Onward Christian Soldiers,”
and wait to be drafted into His services.
• We sing, “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” and are
content with fifteen seconds a day.
• We sing, “O, For a Thousand Tongues,”
and do not use the one we have as we should.
• We sing, “There Shall Be Showers of

Blessings,” but do not come to the services
of the church when it is raining.
• We sing, “Serve the Lord With Gladness,”
and gripe about all we have to do.
• We sing, “Blest Be The Tie That Binds,”
and let the least little offense sever it.
• We sing, “We Are Marching To Zion,” but
fail to march to Bible school or worship.
Author Unknown

39th Annual Bellview Lectures
Understanding The Will Of The Lord
June 6–10, 2014

We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be
twenty-eight lessons presented: Theme of the Bible–Wayne Blake, The Church in the Eternal
Purpose of God–Gene Hill, How We Got the Bible–Doug Post, Arrangement of the Bible–
Jerry Brewer, Dispensations of Time–Dub McClish, Patriarchal Dispensation–Michael
Hatcher, Mosaic Dispensation–Dub Mowery, Christian Dispensation–Charles Pogue, AnteDiluvian Period–Roelf Ruffner, Post-Diluvian Period–Harrell Davidson, Patriarchal Period–
Roelf Ruffner, Period of Bondage–Dub Mowery, Period of Wilderness Wanderings–Harrell
Davidson, Period of Conquest–Ken Chumbley, Period of the Judges–John West, Period
of the United Kingdom–Paul Vaughn, Period of the Divided Kingdom–David P. Brown,
Period of Judah Alone–Wayne Blake, Period of Exile–Doug Post, Period of Restoration–
Jerry Brewer, Inter-Testament Period–Dub McClish, Period of the Life of Christ–David
P. Brown, Period of the Church–Gene Hill, Second Coming and Judgment–John West,
God’s Scheme of Redemption–Charles Pogue, Worship–Michael Hatcher, New Testament
Worship–Ken Chumbley, and The Whole of Man–Paul Vaughn.
The lessons will be available in paperback and on the Bellview books-on-CD.
Check out our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Henry Born
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson)
Anita Ware (Terri Myrick’s mother)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)
Howard Hart (Bobbie LaBryer’s son)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
O.J. Savage (Karen Hatcher’s father)

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
March 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 5.
March 17
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.

Laver

The laver was a large bronze basin on a
bronze base. It was used by the priests
for washing their hands and feet each
time they were about to enter the tabernacle or offer a sacrifice (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 159).
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Six Things You Will Never Regret
J. A. McNutt

1. Showing kindness to an aged person.
“Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and
honour the face of the old man, and fear thy
God: I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:32). “With the
ancient is wisdom; And in length of days understanding” (Job 12:12). “Hearken unto thy
father that begat thee, And despise not thy
mother when she is old” (Pro. 23:22).
2. Destroying a letter written in anger.
“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go
down upon your wrath:… Let all bitterness,
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph.
4:26, 31-32). “A wrathful man stirreth up
strife: But he that is slow to anger appeaseth
strife” (Pro. 15:18).
3. Offering the apology that saved a
friendship. “A soft answer turneth away

wrath: But grievous words stir up anger”
(15:1). “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother
hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift
before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest
at any time the adversary deliver thee to the
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer,
and thou be cast into prison” (Mat. 5:23-25).
4. Stopping a scandal that would wreck
a reputation. “A prudent man concealeth
knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth
foolishness” (Pro. 12:23). “He that covereth a
transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends” (17:9).
“An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his
neighbor: but through knowledge shall the
just be delivered” (11:9).
5. Taking time to show loved ones

consideration. “My son, hear the instruction
of thy father, And forsake not the law of thy
mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace
unto thy head, And chains about thy neck”
(1:8-9). “But if any provide not for his own,
and specially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). “Honour thy father and
mother; (which is the first commandment
with promise;) That it may be well with thee,
and thou mayest live long on the earth” (Eph.
6:2-3).

6. Feeling reverence for your maker. “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: But fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Pro. 1:7). “Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart; And lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him,
And he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in
thine own eyes: Fear the Lord, and depart
from evil” (3:5-7). “Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole duty of
man” (Ecc. 12:13).
Deceased

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—single bed and
$69.99—double beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending the
Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and
Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Understanding The Will Of The Lord, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The book will contain 28 chapters and will be a softcover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The
books will not be mailed until after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2014) will be available
on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes the Defender (1970, 1972-2013), Beacon (1972, 1974-2013), and
other material.
Open Forum Questions
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you have a question send it to
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please
mhatcher@gmail.com
view them live on the Internet:
or call 850.455.7595
www.bellviewcoc.com

		
				

		
				

		
				

		
				

		
				

		
		 				

				

		
				
		

				
		
				

		
			
		

				
		
				

		
				

		
				

		
				

		
				
		
		 				
				

39th Annual Bellview Lectures
Understanding The Will Of The Lord
June 6 – 10, 2014
(Friday – Tuesday)
7:00 pm How We Got the Bible Doug Post
Friday, June 6
7:00 pm Theme of the Bible Wayne Blake
Monday, June 9
7:45 pm God’s Scheme of Redemption		 9:00 am Period of Conquest		
				
Charles Pogue 				
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am Period of Judges
John West
Saturday, June 7
9:00 am Dispensations of Time		 11:00 am Period of the United Kingdom		
Paul Vaughn
				
Dub McClish 				
10:00 am Patriarchal Dispensation		
Lunch Break
				
Michael Hatcher
1:00 pm Period of the Divided Kingdom		
11:00 am Mosaic Dispensation		 				
David P. Brown
				
Dub Mowery
2:00 pm Period of Judah Alone		
				
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Christian Dispensation		 3:00 pm Open Forum:
				
Charles Pogue
Dinner Break
2:00 pm Ante-Diluvian Period		
7:00 pm Worship
Michael Hatcher
				
Roelf L. Ruffner
8:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
3:00 pm Open Forum
			
Purpose of God
Gene Hill
Dinner Break
Tuesday, June 10
7:00 pm Post-Diluvian Period		 9:00 am Period of Exile
Doug Post
				
Harrell Davidson 10:00 am Period of Restoration Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Arrangement of the Bible		 11:00 am Inter-Testament Period		
				
Jerry Brewer 				
Dub McClish

Sunday, June 9
Lunch Break
9:00 am Patriarchal Period		 1:00 pm Period of the Life of Christ		
				
Roelf L. Ruffner 				
David P. Brown
10:00 am New Testament Worship		 2:00 pm Period of the Church
Gene Hill
				
Ken Chumbley
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Lunch and Dinner Break
Dinner Break
5:00 pm Period of Bondage Dub Mowery
7:00 pm Second Coming and Judgment		
6:00 pm Period of Wilderness Wanderings		 				
John West
				
Harrell Davidson
8:00 pm The Whole of Man Paul Vaughn
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Gallaher
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Horace Myrick
Rubye Bailey
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Henry Born
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Chase Busch (Bill & Pam Busch’s
grandson)
Anita Ware (Terri Myrick’s mother)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)
Howard Hart (Bobbie LaBryer’s son)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Bobbie LaBryer in the death of her
brother-in-law, Pete Winborn, who
passed away on March 11. Please keep
Bobbie and her family in your prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
March 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 30
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, evening service at 12:30
pm.
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The Old Testament Is Inspired History
Full of Rich Lessons
Gary L. Grizzell

The importance of the Old Testament cannot be underestimated in that it is written for
our learning according to Romans 15:4. Paul,
an inspired apostle of Jesus Christ, reminded
his brethren at Rome of this fact.
Lessons from the Pentateuch
(First Five Books of the Old Testament)
Note that God’s attributes are seen:
1) Love: Genesis shows the love of God in
both creating man and in providing a promise of a Savior to man (Gen. 3:15) after man
sinned.
2) Power: Exodus reveals the great power (omnipotence—unlimited power) of God
in delivering Israel from Egyptian bondage
and from Pharaoh. (Ten Plagues on Pharaoh
and destroys the Egyptian soldiers in the Red
Sea—Exo. 1-14.)
3) Holiness: Leviticus reveals the holiness

of God and how that He therefore desires (and
demands) men worship Him according to His
instructions (see Lev. 10:1-2).
4) Integrity: Numbers reveals God’s integrity. Our God is a God who says what He
means and means what He says. When the
people in the wilderness journey obey Him,
He blesses them. However, He punishes them
when they disobey Him (Num. 25:1-9—
whoredom and idolatry punished by God;
24,000 put to death). Surely that is a principle we learn from the Old Testament (Rom.
15:4).
5) Faithfulness: From Deuteronomy the
faithfulness of God is seen. This book covers a
time period of about one to two months. Moses delivers speeches encouraging obedience to
God to the Israelites just prior to their following Joshua into the land of promise. God has

been faithful to keep His promises to Abraham and to the obedient descendants of Abraham by giving them the land of Canaan. Likewise, God has been and will be faithful to us
who live in the Christian Age as He cannot
deny Himself. If we are disobedient, however, we shall not receive the promise of heaven,
which is our “Canaan” (“Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall
after the same example of unbelief ”—Heb.
4:11).
The Christian Today
The true child of God today exhibits
God-likeness:
Whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust (2 Pet. 1:4).
So within the bounds and limitations described in Scripture in all these areas exhibited by our God in the first five books of the
Old Testament, the true Christian shows these
distinct five characteristics. The obedient child
of God today (within the bounds described in

Scripture) exhibits God-likeness in all these
areas listed above:
Love: “By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35).
Power: “For God hath not given us the
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of
a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7).
Holiness: “Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
Integrity: “That by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before us” (6:18).
Faithfulness: “If we believe not, yet he
abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself ”
(2 Tim. 2:13).
Conclusion
How wonderful to know that God will
bless us with Heaven, our eternal home, as
we are faithful to keep His Word. May we all
strive to that end!
Cookeville, TN

What Is a Preacher

In the mind of man, a preacher is a different person than ordinary people. Some tend
to place him on a pedestal, some feel uncomfortable in his presence; some avoid him, some
dislike him, yet nearly everyone expects him
to be there when they need him. Just what is a
preacher anyway?
• A preacher is a man of like weakness,
feelings, needs, emotions, temptations,
and fears of all men. He just tries a little
harder to suppress them than most.

• A preacher is a man always behind on his
work and studies, visiting, counseling,
teaching, writing, etc., but would not
have it any other way.
• A preacher is a man who is seldom
praised, but is often criticized and is always expected to wear a smile and never show discouragement, which he tries
very hard to do.
• A preacher is a man who is expected to
lead while others meekly follow.

• A preacher is a man who is expected to
give others credit for success but to take
the blame if things go wrong.
• A preacher is a man who is expected to
settle all disputes, solve all problems, and
maintain peace and harmony but to be
ready to move on if the trouble makers
get the upper hand.
• A preacher is a man of many bosses,
many of whom complain about his work
and feel that he is overpaid.
• A preacher is a man who builds no

seniority, has no job security (except faith
in his God), and no earthly home to retire to when he is too old to work.
• A preacher is a man who loves his work
more than he loves security, privacy,
houses, lands, fame and honor, or a retirement plan.
• A preacher is a man who needs your
prayers, understanding, and acceptance.
Conclusion: Did someone say a preacher’s
life is easy?
Author Unknown

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—single bed
and $69.99—double beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending
the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Understanding The Will Of The Lord, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The book will contain 28 chapters and will be a softcover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The
books will not be mailed until after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2014) will be available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2013), Beacon (1972, 19742013), and other material.
Open Forum Questions
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you have a question send it to
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person,
mhatcher@gmail.com
please view them live on the Internet:
or call 850.455.7595
www.bellviewcoc.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Rubye Bailey
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Nancy Travis
Bill Gallaher (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Horace Myrick (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Doug Myrick (Terri Myrick’s husband)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
March 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
March 30
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, evening service about
12:30 pm.
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Do Your Best

Daily living seemeth weary
To the one who never works;
Duty always seemeth dreary
To the one who duty shirks;
Only after hardest striving
Cometh sweet and perfect rest;
Life is found to be worth living
To the one who does his best.
Author Unknown
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Encouraging Others to Become Christians:
New Testament Lessons
Johnny Oxendine

Every generation has to come to grips with
a very real need/problem: there are people
in the world who need to obey the Gospel
of Christ, and that responsibility falls on the
Christian to provide the instruction (rightly
divided) that is from God, found in the Scriptures. One of the questions is: how do we do
that? Is there a guide or example of how to
convert our sin-filled generation to Christ?
Of course there is: in the New Testament itself. The New Testament gives us many examples of people being taught the good news
of salvation, and we can utilize those for the
benefit of those we study with today.
Since there are so many examples in the
Bible and I am selecting just a few, no doubt
there are others that you might think of as
well—and that could be just as useful—but
here we are highlighting these because they

are familiar and easily remembered. One
might want to begin with Stephen in Acts
(6-7), or the first recorded Gospel sermon by
Peter on the Pentecost after the Resurrection
(Acts 2); however, we might also look at those
instances where quite a bit was at stake for
the messenger of the good news (that may not
have been such good news to the hearer at the
time).
Paul showed great courage when he was
preaching before various officials, as he could
only have created a more dangerous environment for himself. Look at the conversation he
had with Felix in Acts (24:24). Here was a
man married to someone who could not lawfully be his wife, and Paul did not back down
or hesitate to bring the necessary truth to him.
The Bible says he spoke of righteousness, temperance, and the judgment to come. Imagine

how such a message must have sounded to Felix—it caused him to tremble with fear. He
was given an opportunity to change his life
(repent) and to walk a path of righteousness,
but he seemingly refused to do so. He told
Paul the same thing that many have told us
over the years—they need a more convenient
season. He was not willing to change, but Paul
spoke to him on that sore subject anyway.
This is an example for us: to preach the
Word, whether those in the world want to
hear it or not. It is no shame for us to preach

the truth of God, even if no one wants to hear
it. We might also remember the study from
Matthew 14. Though the focus was on Jesus
and the feeding of the multitudes, it looks
back toward the beginning of that chapter
and to see the courage of John.
He had been imprisoned and then killed
because of his stand for truth. He had spoke to
the authorities, on matter relating to morality.
For Herod had laid hold on John, and
bound him, and put him in prison for
Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife.

B. J. (Bill) Gallaher
(1926-2014)

Billie Jim “BJ” Gallaher, passed from this life on March 24, 2014, at the age of 87, after a
long and faithful service to the Lord. Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Gallaher family.
Bill Gallaher and his wife Iris moved to Pensacola, Florida, and began to attend the Bellview
Church of Christ in 1955. In December 1965, brother Gallaher was one of the first two men
to be appointed to the eldership of the Bellview Church of Christ. Brother Gallaher served
from 1965 to 1973 when he resigned. Five years later he was reappointed and served continuously from 1978 to December 2006.
Brother Gallaher taught the “Christian Doctrine” class for many decades. New members to
the Bellview congregation and those who were babes in Christ sat in his classroom learning the
basics of Bible knowledge. When he was declared legally blind he continued to teach his class.
A student would read from the class material and the Bible verses and brother Gallaher would
explain the material and answer questions.
Brother Gallaher was one who knew the Bible. In this day when so many professed elders
have little to no Bible knowledge, brother Gallaher was one who knew God’s Word and could
effectively wield it to teach and stop the mouth of the false teacher. He took seriously Paul’s
admonition:
Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers
and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake (Tit. 1:9-11).
Brother Gallaher’s knowledge and wisdom will be missed by the congregations here.

For John said unto him, It is not lawful
for thee to have her (Mat. 14:3-4).
Is that the type of courage we have in
standing up for the Gospel? It is that degree of selflessness that we should embody in
our defense of the Scriptures, which are our
guides to eternal salvation? Would we really

be willing to put our lives on the line for the
Lord, or would we run and seek shelter from
others (as Peter did when they arrested our
Lord)? Shall we deny Him before men, or
confess Him? Our salvation is dependent on
that choice.
San Mateo, CA

Bellview Church of Christ Web Site

The site offers a vast amount of resources for your personal edification. Past issues of Defender
and Beacon, written sermons presented by Michael Hatcher, as well as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible
course are available. Videos of lectureships and sermons can be viewed. Why not check it out
at: www.bellviewcoc.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Rubye Bailey
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Anthony Polnitz
Marilyn Hall
Nancy Travis
Horace Myrick
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 7
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
April 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 pm, in room 1.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Weights and Measures

Metal—silver, copper, gold—eventually replaced other goods as the exchange
“currency” for business deals. Copper was made into discs and silver into
lumps that could be weighed out. Standard weights were agreed, at first locally
and later more widely (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 127).

BEACON
Vol. XLIII / No. 14
April 7, 2014
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

What about a Deathbed Confession?
Dub Mowery

Deathbed confession is generally understood
to refer to that which is done by a person who
is near death and feels the need to confess his
or her sins to God. In determining whether
or not a deathbed confession is an acceptable
means of obtaining forgiveness of sins, let us
analyze the inspired Scriptures. First of all, we
ask, is the person who confesses his or her sins
while in the process of dying an alien sinner
or an erring child of God? Alien sinners are
those souls accountable to God who have never obeyed the Gospel of Christ. These individuals are not in the spiritual family of the
heavenly Father. An alien sinner is a person
without Christ, God, or hope of eternal life
(Eph. 2:12). Erring children of God are those
who have obeyed the Gospel, but have become unfaithful.
There are two laws of pardon under the
New Testament. One avenue of pardon is for
the alien sinner, the other for the erring child

of God. Since an alien sinner is not in the spiritual family of God, he or she needs to “be
born of water and of the Spirit” (John 3:5).
This is accomplished when a person obeys
the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16; 6:17-18).
In obeying the Gospel to be saved, every alien
sinner must receive the Word of God by either
hearing or reading it (Jam. 1:21; Rom. 10:17;
John 20:30-31), believing it (John 8:24; Heb.
11:6), repenting of sins (Acts 17:30-31), confessing his faith in Christ as the Son of God
(Acts 8:37; Mat. 10:32-33), and being baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38;
22:16). There is not anyone who can bypass
this law of pardon for the alien sinner, either
by attempting to “pray through” for salvation
or by any other means.
It is the erring child of God who must repent, confess his or her sins, pray to God for
forgiveness of their sins, and resume faithfulness unto the Lord (Acts 8:18-24; 1 John

1:8-9; Rev. 2:1-5). No one should wait until
dying before turning to the Lord. We should
devote our entire lives to Him (Ecc. 12:1, 13).
What motivates a person to do otherwise?
One cannot look into the spiritual heart of a
dying person who confesses his sins. Nevertheless, it is dangerous for any person to procrastinate until their dying moment to turn
unto God. There is the danger that a person’s
heart will have already hardened (“conscience
seared”) because of his continually rejecting
the will of God (Heb. 3:13; 1 Tim. 4:2). It

is true that some in their sunset years of their
life obey the Gospel. However, a “deathbed
confession” is not a substitute for obeying the
Gospel of Christ (2 The. 1:7-9).
Pittsburg, TX

Ecclesiastes 12:1
“Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”
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39th Annual Bellview Lectures
Understanding The Will Of The Lord
June 6 – 10, 2014
(Friday – Tuesday)
7:00 pm How We Got the Bible Doug Post
Friday, June 6
7:00 pm Theme of the Bible Wayne Blake
Monday, June 9
7:45 pm God’s Scheme of Redemption		 9:00 am Period of Conquest		
				
Charles Pogue 				
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am Period of Judges
John West
Saturday, June 7
9:00 am Dispensations of Time		 11:00 am Period of the United Kingdom		
Paul Vaughn
				
Dub McClish 				
10:00 am Patriarchal Dispensation		
Lunch Break
				
Michael Hatcher
1:00 pm Period of the Divided Kingdom		
11:00 am Mosaic Dispensation		 				
David P. Brown
				
Dub Mowery
2:00 pm Period of Judah Alone		
				
Wayne Blake
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Christian Dispensation		 3:00 pm Open Forum:
				
Charles Pogue
Dinner Break
2:00 pm Ante-Diluvian Period		
7:00 pm Worship
Michael Hatcher
				
Roelf L. Ruffner
8:00 pm The Church in the Eternal 		
3:00 pm Open Forum
			
Purpose of God
Gene Hill
Dinner Break
Tuesday, June 10
7:00 pm Post-Diluvian Period		 9:00 am Period of Exile
Doug Post
				
Harrell Davidson 10:00 am Period of Restoration Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Arrangement of the Bible		 11:00 am Inter-Testament Period		
				
Jerry Brewer 				
Dub McClish

Sunday, June 9
Lunch Break
9:00 am Patriarchal Period		 1:00 pm Period of the Life of Christ		
				
Roelf L. Ruffner 				
David P. Brown
10:00 am New Testament Worship		 2:00 pm Period of the Church
Gene Hill
				
Ken Chumbley
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Lunch and Dinner Break
Dinner Break
5:00 pm Period of Bondage Dub Mowery
7:00 pm Second Coming and Judgment		
6:00 pm Period of Wilderness Wanderings		 				
John West
				
Harrell Davidson
8:00 pm The Whole of Man Paul Vaughn
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Dot Lambert
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Horace Myrick
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Nancy Travis
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Al Flesher (scheduled for heart surgery)
Rubye Bailey (West Florida Hospital)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Glenn Pruit (Heather Stark’s brother,
hospice care)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 pm, in room 1.
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BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Children Grow Up

Delbert Goins
One ought to be open to the tenderness
of a child’s heart, and that we might
never fail to see beyond the appearance
and behavior of a child to the eternal
possibilities within. They will be what
we adults make them. Let us teach them
to teach and preach the Word.
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The Joys of Soul-Winning
Dub McClish

Soul-winning is the most important work
in the world. It alone was the sufficient cause
for the Word to become flesh and dwell among
men (John 1:14; Luke 19:10). After Jesus provided the means through His atoning blood
by which souls might be won and saved from
sin, He sent His disciples out with the incomparable task of winning souls by preaching His
Gospel. But soul-winning is not merely a task
or duty, although it is certainly both. It is also
a surpassing privilege that brings manifold
joys each time a soul is won by the Gospel.
Soul-Winning Brings Joy to Heaven
“Even so, I say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth” (Luke 15:10). Since the first
sin, the whole interest of Heaven has been the
redemption of the human race. God spent
several centuries bringing His plan of redemption to fruition (Gal. 4:4). Would it not be the
wonder of all wonders if the Heavenly hosts

were indifferent when men choose to obey the
Gospel and be saved? The populace of Heaven
is no less thrilled when the redeemed go out
seeking the souls of those yet lost. How much
joy have you thereby brought to the angels?
Soul-Winning Brings Joy to the Soul Won
After his baptism, the Ethiopian “went on
his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39). The joy of the
discovery and obedience of the Truth, the release from the guilt of sin, the entering into a
new life, and the hope of eternal life all combine to make the moment of conversion a
source of incomparable rejoicing!
Soul-Winning Brings Joy
to the Soul-Winner
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come
again with joy, bringing his sheaves with
him” (Psa. 126:6). There are many joys and
thrills to be experienced in the Christian life,
but only one outshines that of becoming a

Christian—sowing the seed and reaping the
harvest of a soul.
Soul-Winning BringsJoy to All the Saints
When Paul and Barnabas reported the conversion of many Gentiles from their preaching efforts, “they caused great joy unto all the
brethren” (Acts 15:3). There are some few who
could not care less whether or not the Gospel

is taken to the lost, but most saints rejoice
greatly at the news of every soul won, regardless of who won it. The genuine heart can never be jealous of or indifferent to the success of
others in winning souls.
No wonder Solomon wrote: “He that is
wise winneth souls” (Pro. 11:30).
Denton, TX

Soldiers of the King
Ken Chumbley

There is an old English song that goes, “We
are soldiers of the king, my lads, the king, my
lads, the king, my lads. We’ll fight for England’s glory lads for we are soldiers of the
king.” As Christians, we too are “soldiers of
the king.” However, our king is King Jesus. As
Christians, we do not engage in physical combat for our king, but we are engaged in combat: a spiritual combat (Eph. 5:12).
The New Testament often illustrates the
Christian life in terms of a soldier in the army.
When we became a Christian, we enlisted in
the Lord’s army. No soldiers in the Lord’s army
are conscripted or drafted but every Christian
is a volunteer in the army of the Lord. We also
need to realize that, as soldiers in the Lord’s
army we are always “on active duty.” There is
never a time when we are “on leave” or can
take “a leave of absence.” The Christian’s warfare, as we have noted, is not a carnal warfare,
but a spiritual warfare. The opposing army,
Satan and his cohorts are ever active in their
endeavors to defeat the Lord’s army. Thus, we
need to be ever vigilant, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). The Christian is to be ever
watchful, “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13).
The apostle Paul describes the armor of the
Christian and likens it to the armor worn by
the Roman soldier (Eph. 6:10-19).
The brethren at Ephesus, to whom Paul
wrote, were very familiar with the Roman soldier, as indeed all Christians in the first century would have been since the Roman Empire ruled over the known world. This armor
provides all of the equipment that the Christian soldier needs both for defense and attack.
The armor provides protection for the Christian soldier to enable him to withstand all of
the darts that the devil and his angels may hurl
while the Christian stands firm in the Lord.
However, the Christian is expected to stand,
to hold his ground, “Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth” (6:14). The
Christian is not expected to turn tail and flee.
Thus, we see no armor is provided for the rear.
The Christian is to stand his ground against
the devil.
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We note that the Christian is provided
with but one piece of offensive weaponry,
“The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God” (6:17). This is the only weapon the child
of God needs; all others are useless. However, the Word of God is “quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword” (Heb.
4:12). The Word of God is perfect for accomplishing the task that God has given to it.
All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
Let us then take up the whole armor of
God that we may participate in the battle. Let
us take up the sword of the Spirit and never
sheave it until we have “fought a good fight”
(4:7). Let us “endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2:3) and never entangle
ourselves with the affairs of this life (2:4).
Belvedere, SC
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Dot Lambert
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Al Flesher (scheduled for heart surgery)
Rubye Bailey (The Haven)
Horace Myrick (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Ken Chumbley
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Marie Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Heather Stark in the death of her brother, Glenn Pruit, on April 4. Please keep
Heather and her family in your prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is also extended to Debbie Dawson and Linda Parks in the death of their brother,
Kenny Dawson, on April 8. Please keep
Debbie, Linda, Cary, and their family
in your prayers.
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Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 1.
April 21
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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Is Baptism Necessary for Salvation?
John Rose

Correctly answering this question means
the difference between an eternity in Heaven
or an eternity in Hell. One’s salvation hangs in
the balance. Therefore, one cannot be undecided about this issue. Some in this world say
that baptism is not necessary for salvation others say that it is altogether necessary. The rules
of logic demand that one side or the other be
correct and not both: that rule being the law
of excluded middle. This rule states that every precisely stated proposition is either true
or false. Any middle ground is excluded, there
is no maybe. So, the question as to whether
baptism is necessary for salvation or not can
be precisely answered. It is to that answer that
this article shall be devoted.
First of all baptize needs to be defined. The
Greek root word βαπτίζω or baptizo can be
defined in the following way:
(1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) (2) to cleanse by

dipping or submerging, to wash, to make
clean with water, to wash one’s self, bathe
(3) to overwhelm (Thayer, Joseph H.
Thayer’s Greek—English Lexicon of the New
Testament. e-Sword Electronic Database).
Lexicons and dictionaries only give the usage or usages of a word. The context where a
word is found reveals its intended meaning.
That the Biblical meaning of baptize/baptism
(particularly as it refers to salvation) can be
found, the Scriptures must be consulted.
Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if we
have been planted together in the likeness
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that

our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin (Rom.
6:3-6).
Paul relates baptism to a burial, the burial of
the Lord after His crucifixion. Jesus said that
His burial would be in the “heart of the earth”
(Mat. 12:40). The Gospel accounts confirm
that Jesus was buried (27:59-60). Paul’s comparison must fit, therefore, the only way that
can happen is that baptism is an immersion
because it is factual that all of Jesus’ body was

laid in the tomb. If baptism is not immersion
then it must logically follow that not all of the
Lord’s body was put into the tomb. One may
categorically say that baptism is not sprinkling
or pouring but rather an immersing or burial
in water.
Now that baptism has been defined, the
question as to whether it is necessary for salvation shall be answered. “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16).
Jesus gave this command just prior to His
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ascension to Heaven. He was giving the conditions that every accountable person must
meet to be saved. Within this statement by the
Lord and is very important. And is a coordinating conjunction. “Coordinating conjunctions join words, phrases, or clauses of equal
grammatical rank.” Chapman’s handbook of
grammar gives the above definition, therefore,
one may correctly conclude that believing and
being baptized are equal in the Lord’s statement. Both are equally necessary for salvation.
Peter made the following statement concerning baptism, “The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 3:21).
One should answer the question of what is
“saving us.” It is certainly baptism. Peter is illustrating the likeness of Noah and his family being saved by the Flood and the salvation
which comes through being immersed or baptized in water.
The foregoing passages of Scripture are
plainly given statements. If one will accept
these for what they are, then the message is
certain. Salvation depends on baptism. Walking in newness of life depends on baptism.
The crucifixion of your old sinful way of life
depends on baptism. Can one be saved without baptism? No.
Therefore baptism is necessary for salvation.
Naples, FL

Defender and Beacon Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com.

The Christian
Advanced in Years

You tell me I am getting old:
I tell you that’s not so!
The “house” I live in is worn out,
And that, of course, I know.
It’s been in use a long, long while;
It’s weathered many a gale.
I’m really not surprised you think
It’s getting somewhat frail.
The color’s changing on the roof;
The window’s getting dim,
The wall’s a bit transparent
And looking rather thin.
The foundation’s not so steady
As once it used to be.
My house is getting shaky,
But my “house” isn’t me!

My few short years can’t make me old;
I feel I’m in my youth.
Eternity lies just ahead,
A life of joy and truth.
I’m going to live for ever there;
Life will go on—it’s grand!
You tell me I am getting old?
You just don’t understand!
The dweller in my little “house”
Is young and bright and gay,
Just starting on a life to last
Throughout eternal day.
You only see the outside,
Which is all you can see:
You tell me I am getting old?
You’ve mixed my “house” with me!
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Dot Lambert
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Al Flesher (heart surgery, May 5)
Rubye Bailey (The Haven)
Horace Myrick (Sacred Heart Hospital)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

2 Timothy 2:15
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“Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bible Classes Means

Enriched Spiritual Life!
Growing Faith!
New Friends!
Good Example!
Growth for the Kingdom!
True Values!
Better Family Life!
See you Bible Classes every Sunday
and Wednesday!
Author Unknown
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Let the Chips Fall
Lynn Parker

A famous frontiersman of long ago said,
“Be sure you’re right, then go ahead.” Every
congregation is involved in decisions that concern its work and worship. Decisions made in
haste—rashly, without consideration—can result in harm to the precious body of our Lord.
We must all carefully examine every action in which we plan to engage. God gave
us a brain and a Bible—both must be used.
Paul wrote, “Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good” (1 The. 5:21). By the pen of
the same inspired writer, the Holy Spirit clearly set forth that all we do in Christian work,
worship, and conduct is to be done by Divine
authority (Col. 3:17). Even where the Lord
has commanded, there sometimes exists indecision, even stagnation. Right decisions can
be squelched because of fear of fallout! Proper
action by the church can be deterred because
some are afraid of possible results. Good,
wholesome spiritual growth in a congregation

is stunted by being overly worried about how
some will react.
For example, let us say that a congregation
is selecting teachers for Bible classes. One indicating a desire to teach is not faithful in her
Christian duty and conduct. The elders or
men of the congregation discuss the matter,
the facts are ascertained, and it is documented
that this sister forsakes the assemblies and frequents the community dance floor. She would
not be allowed to teach except for the fact that
her immediate and extended family make up
18 to 75 members in the congregation, and
give almost $300 of the weekly contribution.
What should be done? The answer is obvious
to the Bible student.
What is done in some congregations? Sister “unfaithful” is given a Bible class to teach.
Preaching brethren can succumb to fear of
where the “chips may fall.” When the sermon
really needs to be preached, but is withheld for

fear of temper tantrums in the pews, then the
church is weakened.
The pulpit becomes impotent when it no
longer rings with the Word “in season, out of
season” (2 Tim. 4:2). The preaching that folks
like is not always what they need. Paul “shrank
not from declaring…anything that was profitable” to the Ephesian brethren (Acts 20:20).
The fearless preacher stated: “Wherefore I testify unto you this day, that I am pure from
the blood of all men. For I shrank not from
declaring unto you the whole counsel of God

(20:26-27).
It is not enough for a preacher to say, “I do
not preach any error.” The question is will you
preach the whole counsel of God? Will you
stand where valiant men of old stood to fight
every false way, without fear or partiality?
Elders can let intimidation from cliques
influence their decisions as well. How many
preachers have been hushed or fired to keep
smiles on the faces of ungodly, weak, and rebellious members? How much good work has
been halted because of objections from an

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—single bed
and $69.99—double beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on attending
the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
Books
The lectureship book, Understanding The Will Of The Lord, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The book will contain 28 chapters and will be a softcover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The
books will not be mailed until after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2014) will be available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes the
Defender (1970, 1972-2013), Beacon (1972, 19742013), and other material.
Open Forum Questions
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If
you
have a question send it to
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person,
mhatcher@gmail.com
please view them live on the Internet:
or call 850.455.7595
www.bellviewcoc.com

		

extra noisy, grouchy, bitter, “squeaking wheel”?
How many times does the projected contribution figure dip when the church needs to take
disciplinary action against a wayward church
member?
Remember, it does not hurt an apple tree
for bad apples to fall off. The sooner we realize that a congregation can grow spiritually when declining numerically, the stronger
the church will be! Some brothers and sisters strengthen the church by their presence
and some by their departure. That may not be
“politically correct” in our day of compromise

and acceptance, but it surely is Biblical (1 Cor.
11:19).
When we let fear of where the “chips may
fall” influence our decisions, we are surely
headed down a dark road toward candlestick
removal. When we do things God’s way—the
right way—we enjoy the blessings and approval of Heaven. Let us study our Bibles, be
sure our course of action is right, and then follow it boldly and confidently. Our God who
spoke the world into existence is certainly able
to take care of a few falling chips.
Kingsbury, TX

Irreverence
Franklin Camp

There is something wrong when we have to
be forever reminded of the fact that we should
be reverent in the assemblies. It is a certain
fact that one’s mind is not on God when he
has to be reminded of the proper conduct in
assembly. It would not be possible for a person
to have his mind on God and be irreverent.
Irreverence and the thought of being God’s
presence just do not go together. In view of
the irreverence that is being manifest in our
services, it is certain that some of us have our
minds on everything but God.
Keep thy foot when thou goest to the
house of God, and be more ready to hear,
than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they
consider not that they do evil. Be not rash
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart
be hasty to utter any thing before God: for
God is in heaven, and thou upon earth:
therefore let thy words be few (Ecc. 5:1-2).
We are here called to reverence and

thoughtfulness in the assemblies. There are
entirely too many giddy, flippant, and impious, merry people in our assemblies. We do
not, or at least we should not, go to worship
to talk, but to listen. All things that are light
and foolish should be put out of our minds
and hearts before we assemble to worship. We
should go to the assemblies with our ears open
toward heaven, anxiously waiting to hear and
commune with God. Many seem to have never learned why we assemble and in what spirit
we should come before God.
Let a person go to the assembly boisterously, self-sufficiently, or worried by worldly
memories, and he will miss the entire meaning of worship. But let him go penitently, simple in purpose, conscious of need, with a heart
full of expectation and desire toward God and
the singing will swell into grand anthems, and
the simplest sermon will glow as with fire from
heaven.		
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Al Flesher (heart surgery, May 5)
Rubye Bailey (The Haven)
Debbie Dawson (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Dot Lambert (West Florida Hospital)
Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s son)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
April 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the auditorium.
May 5
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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New Arrival

Bill and Peggy Crowe have a new greatgranddaughter, Sarah Mae Vice, born
on April 25. She weighed 7 lbs. 14 oz.
and was 19 3/4 inches long. Our congratulations is extended to all.
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Your Adversary the Devil
Dub McClish

An adversary is an avowed, obvious enemy.
He (or she) makes things adverse as often as
he can. He opposes, contradicts, discourages, thwarts, and belittles everything that does
not please him. Such is the devil, old Satan,
to the Christian. He despises those who serve
God and he is out to destroy every one of us, if
we will let him. There are some traits in God’s
people that he especially hates.
He Hates Boldness and Courage
This is why James said, “resist the devil, and
he will flee from you” (Jam. 4:7). When we
do not take a stand, when we compromise,
when we let the ungodly influences and people of the world cause us to cower and retreat,
he jumps with joy! However, you take a stand
on something that is true and right and good
and watch him stir up the opposition! Boldness and courage are hallmarks of true leadership. “The righteous are bold as a lion” (Pro.
28:1) With Paul let us say, “I am not ashamed

of the gospel” (Rom. 1:16).
He Hates Zeal and Enthusiasm
When we get depressed and discouraged in
the Lord’s work, our adversary has gained a
victory! He loves to get brethren to talk against
the good work God’s people are doing. He becomes ecstatic over the spiritual anemia that
seems to affect so many. But those who are
“zealous of good works” (Tit. 2:14) scare him
to death. Anytime a person or a church starts
showing a little zeal, watch out! The devil will
do his best to destroy it, because he knows its
power.
He Hates Great Plans and Goals
He is not concerned about pew-warming
$1-a-week brethren who would be relieved if
the church dried up and died, so they would
not have to go anymore. He does not bother
those who are content for the church to sit
in idleness, not saving any souls, not thinking of others or aiming to grow. (He already

has them!) But let a church make some plans,
start some new work program, set some goals,
promote the greatest work in the world and
spend some money, then you are going to see
the devil come out in all his fury because he

knows he is going to lose some followers.
Every time we compromise, grow discouraged, and draw into a shell of contentment we
have surrendered to our adversary!
Denton, TX

Flood Damage

An historic flash flood event occurred in our area on April 29-30. As a result of the heavy
rainfall, especially on April 30 (10-15 inches in an estimated 9 hours, a two-day estimated total of 20.47 inches), damage was sustained to the office area and part of the auditorium.
Having to relocate the office to other parts of the building has prevented some work to be
accomplished. During this time the Beacon and the May issue of Defender will not be published (volume numbers of those which were not published will be skipped).
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Rubye Bailey
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Al Flesher (Consulate Healthcare)

Please Remember
May 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
June 1
Pre-lectureship meeting after the
evening service, in room 1. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.

Restored / Placed Membership
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Tim Busch was restored to Christ on
May 21. He has also placed membership
with the Bellview congregation. His address and telephone number are: 4905
La Ceiba Drive, Pensacola, FL 32526;
208-530-0943. Please keep Tim in your
prayers and offer him encouragement.

Wrong Is Wrong

Yes, even when you think that wrong
is right, it remains wrong. “Woe unto
them that call evil good, and good evil;
That put darkness for light, and light
for darkness; That put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!” (Isa. 5:20).
Delbert Goins
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Separation of Church and State
Johnny Oxendine

Rising out of willful ignorance has not been
an easy accomplishment for many Americans
when it comes to understanding the role, importance, and Constitutionality of religion
in the USA. Many have heard, “separation of
church and state,” and have taken it to mean
that there is to be no impact, input, nor influence of religion in any aspect of life outside
of one’s own religious environment. Nothing could be further from the truth, and the
Christian should not only be aware of this,
but also courageous in openly defending/proclaiming his or her faith.
Without giving a laborious lesson in US
history, the aforementioned phrase, (“separation…”) is not in the Constitution at all. The
wording attributed to Thomas Jefferson (by
way of Roger Williams, founder of Rhode Island) refers to the Church of England and its
imposed national religion. Jefferson’s concern
was to prevent such here.

Many ignorantly assume that this phrase
is in the Constitution, and others simply desire to interpret it as the intended meaning of
the founding fathers. Again, nothing could be
more untrue. The very reference to “God” and
“Creator” in numerous early documents (the
Declaration of Independence is a good place to
start) is evidence that belief in God was widespread among the founders. What we are facing is an attempt by the “mobs” to overwhelm
truth and accuracy (much the same way that
we see the current arguments for homosexuality/the “gay gene,” abortion, and other vile
sins) with “public opinion.”
What often goes unnoticed is the “free exercise thereof ” phrase in the First Amendment
and reinforced by the Fourteenth Amendment:
Congress shall make no law respecting
the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…No state
shall make or enforce any law which

shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United Sates; nor
shall any State deprive any person of life,
liberty, or property, without due process
of law; nor deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws.
These statements are just part of what is
under fire from the radical liberals, humanists, and atheists (e.g., denouncement of the
“Pledge of Allegiance,” attempts to remove “In
God We Trust” from our currency, abolition of
prayers in the schools [and at football games],
and elimination of any reference to God or

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
Lessons from Understanding The Will Of
The Lord will be available for viewing
during and after the lectures at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
religion [except Islam] in the textbooks).
These attempts to intimidate Christians
(coupled with the onslaught of evolutionists)
shall not prevent us from doing what we are
commanded to do: preach, teach, and defend
the Gospel. It comes down to the simplicity of
obeying God rather than man.
San Mateo, CA
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Rubye Bailey
Al Flesher
Bill Crowe
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
June 6-10
39th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme – Understanding The Will Of
The Lord:
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The Church and the Kingdom
Are the Same

They have the same owner (Mat. 16:18;
John 18:36).
They have the same ruler (Eph. 5:23;
1 Tim. 6:15).
They have the same beginning place
(Isa. 2:1; Acts 2).
They have the same law (Isa. 2:3; Acts
2).
They have the same keys (Mat. 16:1819; Acts 2:47).
They have the same admittance terms
(John 3:5; Acts 2:38).
They have the same membership (Col.
1:2, 13).
They have the same glory (Isa. 2:1-2;
Eph. 3:21).
Author Unknown
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Attitude toward Error
F. F. Conley

Error does not just die out. It must be
fought and whipped out. When Judaising
teachers would bind circumcision on Christians Paul did not leave it alone. Error just left
alone will not die for it has a tenacious quality
of life in it. In sections of the country where
crab grass grows it is most difficult to kill out.
Everyone who has had any experience with it
will attest to that fact. When I was a boy and
working in the cotton fields attempting to kill
out the crab grass, my father gave me an education in eradicating it. I was prone to cut its
roots loose and let it lie there, but that was not
the way to do it. One could work all day hoeing up the crab grass and then if it rained the
next day it would come back as strong as ever
within two or three days. It had to be cut loose
and then the roots were turned up to the sun
and after a few hours of sun the crab grass died
a sure death.
Error simply ignored or smiled at will live

to do its work. Brethren in apostolic days did
not ignore error. Certain men came down
from Judea with a false doctrine (Acts 15:1).
What was Paul and Barnabas’ attitude? Did
they just ignore it and hope it would go away?
No! They disputed with them concerning the
error taught (15:2). They said in clear concise terms what their attitude was concerning
this matter of circumcision: “We gave no such
commandment” (15:24). That false doctrine
died then and there. Those brethren did not
whimper and whine, apologize, and do double talk. They said emphatically, “we gave no
such commandment.”
When false brethren tried to bring the Galatian church under the bondage of the law,
Paul and those who stood with him would
have no part of it. What was their attitude?
“To whom we gave place by subjection, no,
not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you” (Gal. 2:5). Had

Paul had the spirit of some today concerning
disturbing issues he would have said: “I don’t
know what my attitude will be. I will spend
eight or ten years studying the issue.” Paul
and those who worked with him did not feel
that error would go away if it is ignored. They
stamped it out. They blotted it out.
John the Baptist came into the wilderness of
Judea with a clarion voice. He was not appreciated by some but he was not misunderstood.

Those who heard him got the point. Points are
to stick out so they may be seen, and they are
to stick in so they may be felt.
The record says Jesus “taught them as one
having authority” (Mat. 7:29). God’s Word
is authoritative. We may not like it but it is
there. We may apologize for it, but it remains.
What is your attitude toward error?
Deceased

Things We Cannot Escape
Jerry Brewer

Our daily lives are filled with constant decisions, and sometimes life’s demands become so
great that we seek escape from those decisions.
Fortunately for all of us, there are some things
which we can escape in this life and avoid.
However, the Bible reveals certain things about
our lives which we can never escape.
Our Influence
Every one of us wields some kind of influence by the life we live, the things we do,
and the words we speak. That is the meaning
of Paul’s words in Romans 14:7: “For none
of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to
himself.”
The influence we have on others may be
good or it may be bad, but we cannot escape
influencing others. Whatever we do influences
others to some degree.
Personal Accountability
In Romans 14:12, Paul also wrote, “So then
every one of us shall give account of himself to
God.” The fact that we cannot escape personal accountability for our actions is something
that most people do not understand in this
age of irresponsibility.

Like Adam, many people want to shift the
blame for their own actions to someone else.
When Adam sinned, he told God, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I did eat” (Gen. 3:12). In
that statement, Adam became the first man in
history to not only blame his wife for his own
actions, but to also blame his Father, who was
God.
The fact remains that each of us is personally accountable to God. I cannot serve God
for my family and neither can they serve Him
for me. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the
son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked
shall be upon him” (Eze. 18:20).
Sin’s Consequences
Sin has always had consequences and the
ultimate consequence of sin is eternal death.
Paul said, “For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). What most
people do not realize is that even sin which

		
		

has been forgiven may have consequences.
One may ruin his health by drunkenness or
by drugs and later repent and become a Christian. When he obeys the Lord, his sins are forgiven (Acts 2:38), but the consequences of his
actions will linger in his body that is dissipated by drugs and alcohol. The greatest consequence of all is the eternal loss of one’s soul if
his sins are not forgiven.
Conclusion
But regardless of the sins we have committed, God has promised to forgive us when we
obey the Gospel of Christ. If one is willing
to believe in Jesus as the Son of God (John

8:24), repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), confess
his faith in the Son of God (Acts 8:37) and
be immersed in water for the forgiveness of
his sins (Acts 2:38), his sins are forgiven by
God. Friends, you can escape the eternal consequences of sin by doing these things.
Elk City, OK
Bellview Lectures on the Internet
Lessons from Understanding The Will Of
The Lord can be viewed at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Bill Crowe
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Nancy Loy in the death of her mother, Rubye Bailey, on June 8. Rubye had
been a member of the Bellview congregation since 2002 when she moved to
Pensacola from Tennessee to be with
Nancy. Please keep Nancy and her family in your prayers.
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Please Remember
June 15
Lectureship critique after the evening service, in the auditorium. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
June 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

Ladies’ Bible Class

Ladies’ Bible Class has ended for the
summer. Class will resume in September.
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The Fact of Human Free Will
Daniel Denham

One of the areas often hotly disputed in religion and philosophy is the question of human free will. Are human beings free moral
agents? Do they have the inherent ability to
choose to do certain things or not do those
things? Do they have the power to obey or disobey God on their own volition?
Many philosophies are deterministic in nature. By deterministic we refer to the idea that
human beings have no real free will and that
their actions are completely predetermined by
forces outside of their control. Even in many
religions determinism is a central part of the
belief system. However, the doctrine of determinism is counter-intuitive. This means it
from the outset runs contrary to what common
sense itself would seem to dictate. If every action by a human being is completely predetermined by outside forces acting independently
from one’s own will, then no one could rightly be held accountable for any action. No one

would be responsible for what they do. The
very concept of justice runs counter to this
conclusion. It is clearly false that people are
not at all responsible for their actions. They
most certainly are responsible and are held so
by our own legal systems, which operate on
the premise of personal responsibility to abide
by the legal norms and statues of society for
the benefit of stability, peace, and safety. This
is fundamental to any orderly society. To hold
people responsible is implicit in any legal system. This presupposes the ability of people to
comply of their own free will with the laws of
that society.
Also, the idea of determinism is self-defeating in that it implies that one cannot change
his mind on his or her own accord. This contradicts the practice of teaching deterministic systems in religion or philosophy. Teaching implies the capacity for the one taught to
learn, which implies some measure of control

of will on his or her part. It is patently absurd
to maintain that people ought to come to believe in the specific deterministic system while
maintaining that it is impossible for them to
do so on their own accord. When one holds
to determinism, he implicitly admits the falsity of his position when he seeks to rationally convince others of its truth. If the system
were true, then people would have to believe
in it any way. They would be compelled to do
so by the predetermining power outside themselves to do so. So why spend time arguing for
its truth? Why try to convince someone that

he really cannot be convinced of anything of
himself? That would be an exercise in futility,
if the system were really true.
The Bible teaches that man is a free moral agent. We have the innate ability to choose
to obey God. “Choose you this day whom ye
will serve,” proclaimed Joshua to the Hebrews
in Joshua 24:15 in his farewell address. Christianity is premised on the ability of “whosoever will” to come and drink of the waters of
life (cf. Rev. 22:17). The invitation of Christ is
open to all (Mat. 11:28-30).
Parrish, FL
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“The Pride of Life”
Don Tarbet

Among the ways of temptation, John refers
to the “pride of life” (along with the lust of
the flesh, and eyes) in 1 John 2:16. Even Solomon of old wrote that “Pride goeth before
a fall” (Pro. 16:18). In Matthew 4, we have
the account of Satan appealing to Jesus to cast
Himself down from a pinnacle of the temple,
and angels would protect Him from any danger of the rocks and earth below. What an accomplishment that would be for the Lord—to
perform such a feat! Young men by the hundreds would yield to such an offer if they had
any assurance they would not be killed. Even
so, if some were killed, it would be a challenge to many others to do it without injury
or death. Was it not pride that motivated Evel
Kneievel to his many death-defying feats?
CBS News recently reported a challenging
feat of climbing some of the rugged rocks and
mountains in the Santa Ana Mountain range
in Orange County, California. It seems that
a few have successfully climbed these mountains, and filmed their feat and put it on FaceBook, and many have been lured to make this
one of their feats as well. The many enticing
pictures and stories that are posted have challenged many into trying it as well. Park rangers and emergency crews are kept very busy
in trying to rescue many who have begun
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their climbs, but have fallen to their deaths,
or to serious injuries to their bodies—such as
multiple spinal injuries. Some who have survived would not recommend it to others—
yet, many continue to take the plunge. The
“pride” of making a name for themselves and
to do something that few are able to do, continues to bring climbers to the Orange Mountains. The presence of rocks and poison oaks is
always present.
Temptation to sin is often prevalent
through “pride.” It really matters not whether one falls through the lust of the eyes, lust
of the flesh or the pride of life. The end result is death. Not always physical death, but
always spiritual death. Then, if repentance
never occurs, the final end will be eternal
death. Mountain climbers are warned of, and
are aware of the dangers, but refuse the warning. Young folks especially, who are lured into
the use of drugs, alcohol, and fornication (sex
outside of marriage), most often do not heed
the warnings and plunge to their own death.
James says that when sin is finished, it brings
forth death (Jam. 1:15). In Proverbs 5, Solomon goes through two scenarios to show the
folly of young men being lured by immoral
women. First, he calls for “wisdom” to avoid
such allurements and points out that the end
of such activities is bitter—ending in “death”
(5:1-5). Second, Solomon tells about a man
who ponders his temptation briefly, but is entrapped and caught up, and finally experiences
death (5:15-23). “Why will you die?”
Denison, TX
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Bill Crowe
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Randall Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
husband)

Please Remember
June 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

A Few Don’ts

1. Don’t merely visit the church—
worship God.
2. Don’t stop at the back seat or at the
end of the pew—move on up and
over.
3. Don’t just listen to the singing—
join in.
4. Don’t play with neighbor’s babies
while they are holding them—keep
your mind on God and His work.
5. Don’t criticize—think of your own
faults.
6. Don’t wait for an introduction—
introduce yourself.
7. Don’t hurry away—speak to
someone.
8. Don’t stay away because of company—bring them.
Author Unknown
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“Choose You This Day”
Brad Green

After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the children of Israel followed the
godly leadership of Joshua into the promised
land. The record states:
the Lord gave unto Israel all the land
which he sware to give unto their fathers;
and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them rest round
about, according to all that he sware
unto their fathers: and there stood not a
man of all their enemies before them; the
Lord delivered all their enemies into their
hand. There failed not ought of any good
thing which the Lord had spoken unto
the house of Israel; all came to pass (Jos.
21:43-45).
About fourteen years later, Joshua gives his
last address to the people of God. In this address, in the one hundred and tenth year of his
life, Joshua proclaims:
if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,

choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord (24:15).
There are many wonderful and powerful
lessons from this statement, but let us examine just a few.
One, man must “choose” whom he will
serve. Every individual is responsible for making this choice. He can choose to serve the
One, True God of Heaven or he can choose to
serve one of the many false gods that man has
devised which cannot save themselves, much
less mankind (cf. 1 Sam. 5:3-7). Man cannot
choose to “sit on the fence.” Jesus says, “No
man can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon” (Mat. 6:24).

God does not force men to serve Him; He
gently calls upon man to obey Him and waits
for our response (2 The. 2:14; Mat. 11:28-30).
Second, it is “you” who must do the choosing. No one can choose for you, nor can you
choose for someone else. God says:
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
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neither shall the father bear the iniquity
of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him (Eze.
18:20).
God had proven Himself to be faithful and
true to the Israelites time and again. Only a
fool would have chosen to serve someone or
thing other than the Almighty God. The same
is true to this day. God has not changed (Mal.
3:6). God has proven His love for us by sending His only begotten Son to die on the cross
for our sins. He has revealed unto us, by means
of the Gospel of Christ, the plan by which
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man can be saved by Jesus’ blood (Rom. 1:1617; Rev. 1:5; Acts 2:38-47; 22:16). Still, He
calls and waits for you to respond.
Third, the choice that you must make is so
important, that you should make the decision
“this day.” The Lord beckons, “behold, now
is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). The inspired James
writes, “Whereas ye know not what shall be
on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even
a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away” (Jam. 4:14). Today is
the day of salvation, because we are not promised a tomorrow.

On this day, you could make the greatest
choice of your entire life—to serve the True
and Living God. By faith (Heb. 11:6), you
can repent of your past sins (Luke 13:3), confess the Deity of Jesus (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed in water) to have your past
sins washed away (Acts 22:16). You will then
be added to the Lord’s church by God, Himself (Acts 2:38, 47). You can then begin living
your life as “a new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). You
can also follow the wonderful example of a
loving parent, and declare, “as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord” (Jos. 24:15).
Lenoir City, TN

Ten Rules for a Better Bible Class

1. Attend promptly and regularly, it at all
possible. Not only are those who do not
attend weak, but they weaken others.
2. Bring your Bible! That indicates a readiness to study.
3. Participate in class! We learn by sharing
our understanding of God’s Word.
4. Say “Amen!” Do not be bashful. If you believe something is well-said, let the class
know it.
5. Take notes! You will encourage the teacher, set a good example for others and will
yourself remember more.
6. Study at home! You will learn more and be
able to contribute more to the class.
		
		

7. Show the teacher appreciation! A good
word or perhaps a note and he will simply
teach himself to death.
8. Disagree sweetly! He will know at least
you are listening and your attitude will
make it easier for him to see your point of
view and grow because of it.
9. Talk the class up! Show excitement and
tell someone else what you have gained.
They too will become excited.
10. Change! This is the most difficult part, but
the whole class is of little value if we do
not apply the principles we have learned
to our lives.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Bill Crowe
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Randall Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
husband)

Restored

Dale Cunningham was restored to Christ
on June 22. Please keep Dale in your
prayers and offer him encouragement.

Please Remember
June 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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The Persian Empire

In the first half of the sixth century
BC Babylonia appeared all-powerful.
But when King Cyrus of Persia united
the two kingdoms of Persia and Media,
the end of the Babylonian empire was
in sight. In 539 BC, Cyrus conquered
Babylon, and took over and expanded the entire Babylonian empire, taking Egypt and all of what is now Turkey (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of
the Bible 35).
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“And the Common People Heard Him Gladly”
(Mark 12:37)

David P. Brown

Common in the above passage translates
the Greek word Polus. “It does not, however,
mean the ordinary folk, but the many folk.”
This usage of common is seen in the English
terms “The Commonwealth” or in Great Britain’s lower house of Parliament, “The House
of Commons.” Mark 12:37 is pointing out
the fact that a great amount of people were
glad to hear the teaching of Jesus.
Paul commanded Timothy to “Preach
the word; be instant in season, out of season”(2 Tim. 4:2). “In season” translates the
Greek word Eukairos. Kairos means “a period
possessed of certain characteristics.” Eu means
“well.” In Mark 14:11 it is translated “conveniently.” “Out of season” translates Akairos with Kairos having the same meaning as
just cited. The difference being “A,” which in
the Greek is negative. We conclude that there

are periods when people are more receptive to
God’s Word (Mark 12:37 records one of those
occasions) and “seasons” when they are not.
Certainly all of us would like to always have
“in season” rather than “out of season” periods, but that is not always the case. In the
short earthly ministry of Christ, He experienced the ultimate extremes of both seasons
and all shades in between.
It is interesting to note that “in season,
out of season” describes the audience, not the
preacher. What should a Gospel preacher do
when he finds his audience to be “out of season” or not wanting “the Word” preached?
Paul in effect said preach it anyway! When
he said “be instant,” he used the Greek word
Ephistemi. It means “to stand by, be present,
be at hand, come on or upon.” That is the job
of the faithful Gospel preacher regardless of

the season. Marshall Keeble put it this way: “It
means to preach it to them when they want it
and when they don’t want it!”
When the Lord’s church faces a society that
was in time past more inclined to hear the
Lord’s Word than at present, she is tested or
tried relative to her faith in the power of the
Gospel as the only thing to attract and hold
people’s attention concerning spiritual matters (Rom. 1:16). Where, at one time, most
Gospel meetings drew large crowds with several baptisms and other responses, the crowds
today may be smaller, made up of mostly

“Christians,” and few, if any, responses. We
are afraid that the “out of season” periods are
serving to tell on some brethren as to just how
much confidence they have in the Gospel, and
the Gospel only, to draw and teach the masses
concerning Christ.
Our human inclinations would like to tell
everyone that all Gospel efforts will result in
“Sermons on the Mount” and “Days of Pentecost.” We prefer these to Golgotha and Stephen’s reception, but we would be found liars
if we led churches to believe that men will always be running over one another to hear and
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obey Christ. There are seasons when they will
not. All Christians, but especially elders and
preachers, need to be prepared for this.
If anything is going to change people from
enjoying “the pleasures of sin for a season” to
“hunger and thirst after righteousness” (Heb.
11:25; Mat. 5:6), it will be the Word lived,
preached, practiced, and contended for in the
lives of Christians regardless of the present situation. After all, no human gives the increase.
That is God’s business! Our duty is to steadfastly sow and water (1 Cor. 3:6; 15:58). Any
other arrangement is sin (1 John 3:4)!
Isaiah faced an “out of season” audience if
there ever was one. His love for God and his
faithful, courageous convictions caused him
by inspiration to declare:
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
Neither are your ways my ways, saith the
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than

the earth, So are my ways higher than
your ways, And my thoughts than your
thoughts. For as the rain cometh down,
And the snow from heaven, And returneth not thither, But watereth the earth,
And maketh it bring forth and bud, That
it may give seed to the sower, and bread to
the eater: So shall my word be that goeth
forth out of my mouth: It shall not return
unto me void, But it shall accomplish that
which I please, And it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it (Isa. 55:8-11).
If at any time it may be said that “the common people heard him gladly,” it will be because the church “preach[ed] the word; be[ing]
instant in season, out of season; reprove[ing],
rebuk[ing], exhort[ing] with all long suffering and doctrine” (Mark 12:37; 2 Tim. 4:2).
There is no other way! (Luke 8:11).
Spring, TX

Contentment

		
		

Very few people really know what it means
to be content. Many are miserable because
they have not learned that contentment is
more valuable than gold. Let us look at what
the Bible has to say on this subject.
Paul states in Philippians 4:11, “I have
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to
be content.” Ecclesiastes 5:12, “The sleep of a
labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little
or much.” This shows contentment in having
done his work well. Had this man not done his
best would his sleep have been sweet? Notice
Bellview Lectures on the Internet
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that he has contentment with his reward also.
In 1 Timothy 6:6-8 it states, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having
food and raiment let us be therewith content.”
Covetousness of riches causes many to not be
content. Luke 12:31 states: “Seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
To find out what “all these things” are read
Luke 12:22-30. Now be not anxious but be
content and find a happiness and peace of
mind which with being a Christian will make
you one of the most pleasant people one could
know.		
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Randall Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
husband)
Bill Crowe, Jr. (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son)

Prayers Requested

Nelda King requested prayers of the
congregation on her behalf. Please keep
Nelda in your prayers and offer her
encouragement.

Please Remember
July 7
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
pm.
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New Arrival

Congratulations are extended to Bill
and Peggy Crowe in the birth of their
great-granddaughter, Alyvia Rose Wetter, born on June 24. Alyvia weighed
8 pounds 3 ounces and was 20 inches
long.
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We Need to Be Specific
Bobby Duncan

There seems to be a calculated effort on
the part of some to renounce error in general
without ever giving a hint as to the identity of
any specific error. Sin in general is renounced;
but specific sins are seldom named. With such
renunciation of sin and error one may preach
the truth forcefully without ever incurring the
displeasure of any of his auditors. Unfortunately, however, he will preach the truth without any of his auditors ever learning the truth
with reference to any specific sin or error.
No one ever gets into trouble or loses any
of his popularity by pointing out that people should not sin. The trouble comes when
one begins to name specific sins. One can get
by without any difficulty preaching against
drunkenness, but he is likely to have trouble
if he condemns social drinking. Abusing one’s
body is admitted by all to be a sin, but every preacher knows things are more peaceful if
he never mentions smoking cigarettes. It is all

right to preach against immodest apparel, but
to preach against swimming or wearing shorts
may create a furor. To preach against lasciviousness is very much in order, but it may be
dangerous to mention dancing. Every preacher should warn against the dangers of false
doctrine, but some get excited if the preacher
identifies any specific doctrine as being false.
It is interesting to observe that Jesus indicted certain ones of “teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men” only after He had
cited a clear-cut discrepancy between what
they taught and what God commanded (Mat.
15:4-9). Is it not in order for us to cite discrepancies between what some practice today and
what is taught in the Word of God?
When Paul rebuked immorality in the
church at Corinth he did not merely point
out that immorality is sinful. He made it
very plain that he was talking about a specific kind of immorality: “that one should have

his father’s wife” (1 Cor. 5:1). When he condemned division in the church at Corinth he
made sure there would be no misunderstanding concerning that of which he wrote: “Now
this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of
Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and
I of Christ” (1:12). Should faithful preachers
of the Word in our generation not be specific
when condemning sin and error?
Peter made it plain to his hearers on Pentecost that they were guilty of the sin of crucifying the Christ. He said: “Him…ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain”

(Acts 2:23). In Acts 4:10 he referred to “Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified,”
and in Acts 5:30 he referred to him as “Jesus,
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.” You see,
Peter was specific in naming the sin he was
condemning in his hearers. Can we afford to
be otherwise in our preaching?
Brethren, we must be specific in our teaching of the truth and refutation of error. Certainly we should not be unkind or rude. But
to fail to be specific in condemning sin is a
demonstration of cowardice.
Deceased
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Just a Few Thoughts That Can Help Us
All with Congregational Issues
Johnny Oxendine

		
		

We often hear people talking about the
freedom/liberty they have to make their own
decisions. Galatians 5 begins with a declaration of Christian liberty. The Christian has
been freed from the Law of Moses, but if the
Christian desires to go back to that Law, then
he falls from grace (5:4). That which avails
for the Christian is “faith working through
love” (5:6—NKJV). Paul had established the
churches of Galatia upon his first missionary
tour (Acts 13-14) and so they were “running
well” (Gal. 5:7). However, they had been hindered by another gospel (5:7; 1:8-9). Paul reiterates that they were called to freedom—freedom from the Law of Moses, but not freedom
to practice licentiousness (5:13). Christians
are not free from Christ’s fulfillment of the law
and that fulfillment is in loving one’s neighbor (5:14). It is within this context that Paul
writes, “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of
another.”
Looking closely, the verbs employed in this
verse are only used in this one place in the
Greek New Testament. The Greek scholar A.
T. Robertson in his Word Pictures says that the
verbs were used commonly to describe the actions of wild animals tearing and devouring
each other. Biting and devouring are obviously used figuratively. Biting refers to the aggressive and incisive action of gnashing on one another through words and actions characteristic
of men whose minds are closed to the possibility of performing deeds of charity toward

each other. Devouring indicates that the goal
of such biting was to consume to the point
of digestion and elimination. Thus, the brethren, acting in such a way, would finally gain
nothing.
They ought to have been working together
toward the mutual edification of one another
and not their destruction through false teaching. When an atmosphere of mistrust, deceit,
inflammation, unwillingness to communicate, and failure to bear one another’s burdens
prevails among Christians such can only result
in biting, devouring, consumption, and mutual destruction. The end consequence is the
dissolution of the church, the beautiful bride
for which Jesus died.
Within the midst of Paul’s rebuke, he supplies the spiritual solution that faithful brethren will allow to prevail in such circumstances.
He says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, Meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law” (5:22-23). Application of this
fruit in our life will lead toward peaceful and
non-contentious resolutions to both private
problems and brotherhood wide contentions.
Our liberty in Christ ought to be used to
endear ourselves to one another in love (5:13).
Let us pursue such every day and patiently bear one another’s burdens for in so doing
we shall fulfill the law of Christ (6:2). Do not
think, however, that this in any way will allow
for the condoning or fellowship of those who
teach or support error.
San Mateo, CA
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Charles Mock (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Bill Crowe, Jr. (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)

Please Remember
July 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 pm, in room 1.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

You Will Find

You will find that people:
Who say “I can’t learn very much
about the Bible,” seldom attend
classes.
Who say “I can’t understand the Bible,”
seldom study the Bible.
Who say “I see nothing in religion,”
know little or nothing about religion.
Who say “I can’t give,” usually have
money for other things.
Who criticize their brother or sister
for doing are usually doing little
themselves.
Who love the Lord prove their love by
their works.
Author Unknown
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Re-examining a Song
Dub McClish

In 2007 I wrote a manuscript for the
Bellview Lectures, Pensacola, Florida, titled,
“Building up the Church Through Singing.”
In it I briefly mentioned that some of the
songs in the books we commonly use emphasize patriotism far more than praise to God
and His Son. I cited the example of “America
the Beautiful.” This song references God several times, but it praises our nation more than
Him (if it does the latter at all).
Sung perhaps even more frequently in our
assemblies is the song, “Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!” (originally titled, “Battle Hymn of the
Republic”). On the surface, it appears to be a
song of praise to God and His Truth, concealing a dark history. Its obvious military motif
(“sword,” “trumpet,” “marching”) is employed
by the New Testament at times regarding
the Lord’s Cause (e.g. Eph. 6:10-17; 2 Tim.
2:3-4).
I am confident I am among many who

have sung this song, unaware (as was I until
recently) of its original intent and use or of its
author. I learned this information in a book by
our brother in Christ, Jerry Brewer, titled Dismantling the Republic (which I recently read
and highly recommend). He quotes at some
length from a 2009 article by R. Michael Givens, in which Givens not only provides background on Julia Ward Howe, the song’s lyricist, but on her purpose in writing the lyrics.
Givens states the following:
• Howe was a Unitarian and political radical who believed in neither the Bible nor
the Christ.
• She therefore lifted terminology for her
song from the very book she rejected—a
gross hypocrisy.
• She wrote her song seven months after the War Between the States began to
serve as a rallying cry for the Union (both
civilian and military) during that awful

conflict (the Northern states were the “republic” referred to in the original title).
• Her song depicted the Southern states
as despicable enemies who deserved to
be trampled and put to the sword; the
Union forces were the instruments of
God’s wrath and judgment.
• Simply put, her song was an unmitigated Union propaganda piece and marching song that served to excuse and justify
whatever its armies decided to inflict on
the Southern states, whether soldier or
civilian—including Sherman’s incomparable 60-mile-wide carnage from Atlanta to the Atlantic in 1864 (according
to Sherman’s memoirs, describing the
beginning of this march: “Never before
or since have I heard the chorus of ‘Glory, glory, hallelujah!’ done with more
spirit, or in better harmony of time and
place”).
I realize fully that most of the “psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs” in our songbooks are written by men and women who
were not Christians in any sense of the New
Testament definition. However, with few exceptions, these songs express spiritual concepts and truths that are in harmony with
the Holy Word and were written for the

purpose of exalting the Divine Author and
His Revelation.
It seems fair to question, however, whether or not it is appropriate to employ a song in
worship that was written for and served as a
political propaganda piece and was written by
an infidel, no less. To sing this song in a worship assembly seems little different from singing “Dixie” therein. I see no seemliness for either of them in worship of our God.
Denton, TX

Just What Can You Do?

“I cannot sing”
“I cannot usher”
“I cannot preach”
“I cannot lead prayer”
“I cannot teach a class”
“I cannot go to Bible study”
“I cannot-uh-sorry, call Bob”
“I cannot drive our car—nerves”
“I cannot help at the Lord’s table”
“I cannot come to mid-week services”
“I cannot speak to visitors—I’m timid”
“I cannot give—haven’t any extra money”
Question: Just what can you do?
Answer: Make a pile of excuses.
Author Unknown

It Is Easier

It is easier to compromise the Truth than
to stand for it.
It is easier to ignore sin than to expose it.
It is easier to justify the sinner than to demand his repentance.
It is easier to criticize the preaching of the

Truth than to endorse it.
It is easier to be silent than to contend for
the faith.
It is easier to refuse an admonition than to
receive it.
It is easier to be worldly than to be godly.

It is easier to commit sin than to avoid it.
It is easier to neglect than to take heed.
It is easier to make excuses than to be
faithful.

Why are these statements true? Simply because it is easier to travel the broad way than
to travel the narrow way (Mat. 7:13-14)!
Author Unknown

Dance of Death
Michael Hatcher

In Carl Wilson’s book Our Dance Has
Turned to Death he identified the common
pattern of family decline in ancient Greece
and Roman empires. Notice how it parallels
what is happening in our nation today:
In the first stage, men ceased to lead their
families in worship. Spiritual and moral development became secondary. Their view of
God became naturalistic, mathematical, and
mechanical.
In the second stage, men selfishly neglected
care of their wives and children to pursue material wealth, political and military power, and
cultural development. Material values began
to dominate thought, and the man began to
exalt his own role as an individual. The third
stage involved a change in men’s sexual values.
Men who were preoccupied with business or
war either neglected their wives sexually or became involved with lower-class women or with
homosexuality. Ultimately, a double standard
of morality developed. The fourth stage affected women. The role of women at home and
with children lost value and status. Women
were neglected and their roles devalued. Soon
they revolted to gain access to material wealth
and also freedom for sex outside marriage.
Women also began to minimize having sex relations to conceive children, and the emphasis
became sex for pleasure. Marriage laws were

changed to make divorce easy.
In the fifth stage, husbands and wives competed against each other for money, home
leadership, and the affection of their children.
This resulted in hostility and frustration and
possible homosexuality in the children.
Many marriages ended in separation and
divorce. Many children were unwanted,
aborted, abandoned, molested, and undisciplined. The more undisciplined children became, the more social pressure there was not
to have children. The breakdown of the home
produced anarchy.
In the sixth stage, selfish individualism grew
and carried over into society, fragmenting it
into smaller and smaller group loyalties. The
nation was thus weakened by internal conflict.
The decrease in the birthrate produced an older population that had less ability to defend
itself and less will to do so, making the nation
more vulnerable to its enemies.
Finally, unbelief in God became more complete, parental authority diminished, and ethical and moral principles disappeared affecting
the economy and government. Thus, by internal weakness and fragmentation the societies
came apart. There was no way to save them except by a dictator who arose from within or by
barbarians who invaded from without.
Pensacola, FL
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Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
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Traveling Saints
Danny Douglas

A few months ago a sister in Christ asked
me about a faithful congregation in an area
where she and her mother would be at a certain point in their trip. I contacted a sound
Gospel preacher in that state, who informed
me of a congregation, to which I referred this
lady and her mother, and they worshiped their
on the Lord’s day. Sadly, though, many members of the body of Christ do not plan ahead
of where they will attend the services of the
church while on their trip. They plan for:
sufficient finances to make the trip, lodging,
their traveling route, and others, but do not
make provision for attending Bible study and
worship.
In today’s brotherhood situation, it would
be highly advisable for Christians to take with
them unleavened bread, grape juice, and even
a song book, to worship God, in the event
they cannot find a faithful congregation of the
Lord’s church. Also, if we do not know songs

to sing by memory, we should take with us
song books or copies of songs, to sing (Col.
3:16; Eph. 5:19). Of course, we should take
with us, and read and study daily, our Bibles,
wherever we go (Acts 17:11; 2 Tim. 2:15; Psa.
1:1-2; Col. 3:16).
A true Christian is one who follows Christ
“daily” (Luke 9:23). Going on a trip or vacation does not mean that we can go on vacation from the Lord by forsaking the worship
of God (Heb. 10:25; John 4:23-24); dressing
immodestly, such as wearing swim attire in a
public swimming pool or beach; social drinking; other worldly activities (1 John 2:15; Jam.
4:4). We should not do these things at home
or anywhere else, because God sees us wherever we go! (Heb. 4:13; Pro. 15:3).
Wherever we are and wherever we go, we
should love the Lord and keep His holy Word
(Mark 12:29-31; John 14;15, 21-24). A true
Christian will always strive to put first things

first, according to the words of Jesus: “But
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you” (Mat. 6:33).
Mt. Pleasant, TN

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
Lessons from Understanding The Will Of
The Lord can be viewed at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”
Ken Chumbley

The above was the title of a message given by Billy Graham in a televised “campaign”
in 2003. The title gives an excellent starting
point for a good Gospel sermon. However, the
lesson that was given under that title fell far
short of being a Gospel sermon and gave those
who hear the message a false understanding of
the Gospel and the many who responded to
the message a false hope.
The text for the message was taken from
Acts 16:31. Paul and Silas were in prison because of their preaching and teaching. While
they were in the jail, there was a tremendous
earthquake and the chains of all of the prisoners were released. The jailor assumed that
the prisoners would have all escaped and was
ready to kill himself with his sword as he was
accountable for the secure holding of the prisoners. Paul called out, “Do thyself no harm:
for we are all here” (16:28). The jailor sprang
in and fell down before Paul and Silas, saying,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (16:30).
Billy Graham rightly pointed out that the
question had more to do with his being saved
from the Roman authorities rather than his
eternal salvation. However, Paul and Silas
used the moment as an opportunity to speak
of eternal salvation. They respond, “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,

and thy house” (16:31).
This was the extent of Billy Graham’s use
of the passage. He called upon those there to
believe on Jesus Christ indicating that all that
was necessary for them to do was to believe.
He encouraged those who would respond to
thank God for their salvation and to come
down and to be met by counselors who would
help them as they began the Christian life. Billy Graham misled those who responded at the
meeting and those who would respond to the
television broadcast into believing that they
were saved, that they were Christians and thus
“in Christ.”
Had Mr. Graham chosen to tell “the rest of
the story” he would have shown where what
Paul and Silas stated was simply a starting
point. The jailor did not know about Christ
and His salvation, as even Mr. Graham had
admitted, thus we see that having established
the fact that what the jailor needed to do to
be saved was believe in Jesus Christ, they then
went on to teach him and his household what
they needed to know and do as they spoke
unto them, “the word of the Lord” (16:32).
From verse 33, we note the jailor’s repentance,
at the same hour of the night, as he washed
their stripes which Paul and Silas had received
from the beating that they had endured. Then

		
		

we note that the jailor and his house were also
baptized that same hour of the night “straightway.” After this the jailor invited Paul and Silas into his house and gave them food to eat.
It is then that we are told that the jailor was
rejoicing and “believing in God with all his
house” (16:34).
Billy Graham’s message was such that
he only indicated where salvation was to be
found, not how to obtain that salvation. He
has been around many years and has surely read the whole account but he chooses to
only give a part of the message instead of the

whole. He has been approached more than
once about preaching the whole of the message, but he continues to proclaim “another
gospel: Which is not another” and thus perverts “the gospel of Christ.” He will be accountable for that.
However, what amazes me is that there are
those who proclaim to be the Lord’s church
who will fellowship, endorse, and support Mr.
Graham, his campaigns and his perverted gospel. They also will be held accountable for
such and for leading souls astray.
Belvedere, SC
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On the Existence of God

Robertson L. Whiteside
Disbelief in God is not due to a lack
of evidence, but to a desire, for one reason or another, to eliminate God. A belief in God brings with it a feeling of
responsibility and a feeling of responsibility stirs the conscience. If a man
wants to live as he pleases, he prefers not
to be bothered with the idea of God.
Deceased
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Jesus Christ

Thomas F. Eaves, Sr.

“One Solitary Life”
Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. He
worked in a carpenter shop until He was
thirty, and then for three years He was an
itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book.
He never held an office. He never owned
a home. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put His foot
inside a big city. He never traveled two
hundred miles from the place where He
was born. He never did one of the things
which accompany greatness. He had no
credentials but Himself.
While still a young man, the tide of
popular opinion turned against Him. His
friends ran away. One of them denied
Him. He was turned over to His enemies.
He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed on a cross between two
thieves. His executioners gambled for the

only piece of property He had on earth,
and that was His coat. When He was dead
He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.
Nineteen wide centuries have come
and gone, and today He is the centerpiece
of the column of progress.
I am far within the mark when I say
that all the armies that ever marched, and
all the navies that ever were built, and
all the parliaments that ever sat, and all
the kings that ever reigned, put together,
have not affected the life of man upon this
earth as has that One Solitary Life!
Author Unknown
The study of the life of Jesus Christ is one
of the richest studies one can engage in because it is in Jesus that man obtains his salvation (Acts 4:12) and enjoys the hope of glory
(Col. 1:27).
The name of Jesus is equivalent to the

Hebrew name Joshua, which means, “Jehovah
is salvation.” The angel which appeared to Joseph indicated that Jesus would also be called
“Immanuel,” which is interpreted, “God with
us” (Mat. 1:23). Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Messiah.” The name Jesus
Christ designates Jesus as the fulfiller of the
Messianic hopes of the Old Testament and the
Jewish people.
The New Testament tells us of the preexistence of Jesus Christ, that is He existed before
He came to earth to be a perfect sacrifice for
all men (John 1:1, 14; Col. 1:13-17).
Christ in Secular History
Non-biblical sources testify that Jesus was
a historical person. The Roman author Suetonius, wrote biographies of the twelve Caesars from Julius Caesar onward. In his book
on Claudius (24:5), he tells of a disturbance
which he blames on Chrestus (a common
slave-name and a popular misspelling of the
name of Christ) which resulted in the expulsion of Christians from Rome. (The apostle
Paul mentions this event in Acts 18:2.)
Tacitus, the Roman historian, writes in his
work, Roman Annals (written between 115117) that Christians derive their name from
Christ whom Pontius Pilate executed.
Pliny the Younger, imperial legate of the
Roman Empire, wrote to Trajan (Emperor of
Rome, a.d. 98-117) seeking advice on how
to deal with Christians, the followers of Jesus
Christ.
About a.d. 52, Thallus, a freedman of Tiberius who wrote a history of the eastern Mediterranean world, is quoted by Julius Africanus
as bearing witness to the crucifixion of Christ
and the darkness which accompanied it.

Josephus, a Jewish historian who, according to Origin, did not believe in Jesus, wrote
about Jesus as:
1. A historical person.
2. Being a brother of James the Just.
3. Having a reputation of being a miracle
worker.
4. Being crucified under Pilate.
5. Being the founder of the “tribe of
Christians.”
The Biblical Jesus
The Bible student gets his/her first glimpse
of Jesus in Genesis chapter three when God
says that the seed of woman would bruise
the head of Satan (Gen. 3:15; Gal. 3:16).
Again Moses prophesied of Jesus Christ when
he wrote what God had told Abraham, that
through his seed all the nations of the earth
would be blessed (Gen. 12:1-3). Isaiah prophesied the coming of Jesus and that He would
be born of a virgin (a woman who had never had sexual relations with a man) (Isa. 7:14;
Mat. 1:23).
Someone has written that there are over
300 prophecies of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament. A few are given to illustrate:
Prophecy
Fulfillment
Isaiah 7:14
Matthew 1:23
Micah 5:2
Matthew 2:4-6, 9
Hosea 11:1
Matthew 2:14-15
Isaiah 53:9
1 Peter 2:22
Isaiah 53:10
Acts 2:31-32
Psalm 110:4
Hebrews 7:1-17
The many Old Testament prophecies of
Jesus Christ were translated from the Hebrew into Greek some time during the life of
Ptolemy Philadelphus (284-246 b.c.). These
prophecies concerning Jesus Christ were in

print at least 200 years before the birth of Jesus, thus, they could not have been made after the events they describe. This Greek translation of the Hebrew Scripture is called the
“Septuagint,” also designated as “LXX.”
We are thankful to God that Jesus came

into the World and accomplished His Father’s
will (John 1:29). Through Jesus Christ all men
have the opportunity to become children of
God and be saved eternally.
Thank God for Jesus!
Deceased

When Is “Gospel Music” Not Gospel?
Roelf L. Ruffner

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord (Eph.
5:18-19).
I believe every faithful child of God knows
that one does not worship God “in spirit and
in truth” (John 4:24) using a mechanical instrument of music. There is not one stitch of
New Testament authority to do so (Col. 3:17).
Yet, this unscriptural practice has divided
the church of God in the past and still continues to wreck havoc (cf. 1 Cor. 11:16). It
has left in its path a history of rebellious,
vain attempts at worship that always end up
in worldly entertainment. Some so-called
“houses of worship” are simply glorified theatrical stages where God’s Spirit has never dwelt
and never will. “Take thou away from me the
noise of thy songs; For I will not hear the melody of thy viols” (Amos 5:23).
Such continues to be the case in the religious world. A multi-million-dollar “industry”
has grown up around so-called “contemporary
Christian music.” It started out in the 1970s
in association with the Charismatic Movement as church-based singers. Now it has devolved into something indistinguishable from

the old style hedonistic/rock/heavy metal music concert.
But some entertainers have latched on to
an old Christian hymn of yesteryear, added
mechanical instruments of music and called it
“Gospel Music.” These performers love to yodel, twerp, and clap their hands while belting
out on the banjo, guitar, or washboard something from that “Old Time Religion.”
Beware, Christian, of this unauthorized
worship. Some may say, “But it is not in a
church building!” Where is the authority from
the New Testament, for a Christian to sing
praises to God with the accompaniment of an
instrument in or out of a church building? As
the old saying goes, “You may put lipstick on
a pig, but it is still a pig.” Just because you
put Christian vocabulary and terminology in
a song sung to the accompaniment of a mechanical instrument of music does not make
it pleasing to Almighty God.
Columbia, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Tim Smith
Janice Ruffner
Ken Chumbley
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother, West
Florida Hospital)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Lori Mosley (Joyce Johnson’s daughter)

Please Remember
July 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
pm, in the audiotirum.
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Judah and Israel Subdued

From the mid-ninth century bc, the
time of King Ahab in Israel, the kings of
Assyria repeatedly attacked Israel. Soon
King Jehu of Israel (841-814 bc) was
paying an annual tribute to Shalmaneser III of Assyria.
Ahaz, king of Judah in about 735715 bc, asked Tiglathpileser III of Assyria to help him to fight Syria and Israel. The Assyrian king agreed, and
defeated them both. But Judah had to
become a subject kingdom of the Assyrians in return for their help (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 30).
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Call Upon the Name of the Lord
Brad Green

.

.

.

.
.

.

Our loving and merciful God wants “all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). Since God desires that all men be saved, He provides for us
His plan to save man (Rom. 1:16-17). How
comforting it is to know that God loves us and
sent His only begotten Son into the world that
through Him we might be saved (John 3:1617). It is also extremely comforting to know
that we can know what God requires of us regarding salvation (8:31-32).
The Bible teaches that, “whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”
(Rom. 10:13). What does it mean to “call
upon the name of the Lord”? Many have defined calling on the name of the Lord as a
prayer for salvation and for Jesus to come and
abide in one’s heart. However, this definition
contradicts the words of Jesus who said, “Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that

doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Mat. 7:21). Any interpretation of a verse
in the Bible that contradicts another verse is,
of necessity, deemed to be false. The inspired
James writes, “be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves…
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
being alone” (Jam. 1:22; 2:17). Additionally,
there is no example anywhere in the New Testament of an individual praying for salvation.
Therefore, calling upon the name of the Lord
does not refer to a prayer or to any spoken act.
It is important to understand how to “call
upon the name of the Lord” since it is necessary for salvation. To understand the meaning,
we must study the statement in the context
of the book and chapter in which it is found
as well as the whole of the New Testament.
In the immediate context, we find that there
are prerequisites to calling upon the name of
the Lord—Romans 10:14-15 teaches that one

must hear and believe. Also, in the immediate
context, verse 16 in particular, we find a phrase
that is used in substitute for “calling upon the
name of the Lord.” The inspired writer uses
“obeyed the gospel” interchangeably with “call
upon the name of the Lord.” To be saved, one
must obey the Gospel of Christ—i.e., “call
upon the name of the Lord.”
The apostle Paul further defines what it
means to call upon the name of the Lord when
he recalls the words spoken to him by Ananias, “arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord”
(Acts 22:16). Here, calling on the name of the

Lord is defined as arising and being baptized
to have one’s sins washed away. This is in harmony with Paul’s letter to the Romans seeing
that Paul told them:
Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4).
It is also in harmony with the first Gospel sermon recorded in Acts 2. Peter and the other
apostles preached, “whosoever shall call on the

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form

Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2014) (PDF format) @ $37.50
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		 Postage/Handling ($3.50 per Book):
_________
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

name of the Lord shall be saved” (2:21). Later, when the audience was convinced of their
sins and asked what they must do to be forgiven and thus saved, “Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins” (2:38). The New Testament teaches that,
following faith (Heb. 11:6), repentance (Luke
13:3), and confessing that Jesus is the Christ
(Acts 8:37), baptism is the culminating act of
God’s plan to save man (Mat. 28:19-20).
The act of calling upon the name of the
Lord is inseparable from obedience to the
Gospel of Christ and baptism. The Gospel of
Christ “is the power of God unto salvation”
(Rom. 1:16) and obeying the Gospel is used
interchangeably with calling upon the name
of the Lord (10:13, 16). Being baptized is an
act of obedience commanded by the Gospel

of Christ and is eternally connected to calling
upon the name of the Lord by God, Himself,
in such verses as Acts 2:21, 38 and 22:16. The
Gospel is God’s power unto salvation and baptism is the act at which the Bible teaches one is
saved from past sins. According to the apostle
Peter, “baptism doth also now save us” (1 Pet.
3:21) and Jesus proclaims, “he that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved (Mark 16:16).
Calling upon the name of the Lord, therefore, is not something that is spoken; it is an
act of humility and submission to the Word
of God in simple obedience. Those who obey
God’s plan of salvation, which culminates
with water baptism, and remain faithful to
God’s Word until they depart this life (Rev.
2:10) are they who are calling upon the name
of the Lord and will be saved.
Lenoir City, TN

Keeble on Baptism
Marshall Keeble

		
		

Water is important in a man’s life. God created water first, then, He created man out of
the dust. Without water, dust would not stick.
There is power in the water.
There is water in a car. There is power in
that water. If you do not believe it, try going
home without it in the radiator and you have
got a burnt up car. Now, try to get a man to
go to Heaven without water, and you have got
a burnt up man. Try going to Heaven without
water, and you have got a burnt up church.
Some say you are saved before baptism.
Christ said, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). Now, you cannot say you are saved before baptism, besides

you are calling God a liar. You cannot go to
Heaven calling God a liar. You can call me a
liar, but not God.
Some say, “A man is saved and then baptized.” A woman does not wash clothes because they are already clean. I have seen a lot of
smart women, but not that smart. She washes
clothes because they are dirty. Man is baptized
because he is dirty and needs to be cleansed.
The Gospel is made up of five “pills” that
will cure anything: first pill—“hear”; second
pill—“believe”; third pill—“repent”; fourth
pill—“confess”; fifth pill—“be baptized.”
Take ’em with water, and they’ll cure sin.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Cary Parks
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Ray Foshee (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Tim Smith
Janice Ruffner
Ken Chumbley
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother, West
Florida Hospital)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Lori Mosley (Joyce Johnson’s daughter)

Restored

Terri Myrick was restored to Christ on
August 30. Please keep Terri in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.

Please Remember
August 10
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 pm in room 1.
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God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear...............................Romans 10:17
Believe................................Mark 16:16
Repent............................. Luke 13:3, 5
Confess...................... Romans 10:9-10
Baptism..................................Acts 2:38
Be Faithful............1 Corinthians 15:58
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The Use of Church Bulletins
Dub Mowery

These weekly periodicals are used by congregations for a multiplicity of purposes. These
include keeping the local church informed
concerning the membership and their families.
This is a high priority because it helps us all to
apply such Scripture as:
And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it
(1 Cor. 12:26; see also Rom. 12:15).
Various good works affecting the congregation could be announced in the church bulletin. After all, we should “be ready to every
good work” (Tit. 3:1). However, some local
churches are guilty of becoming little more
than social clubs. Their bulletin is used more
to announce social activities instead of to promote spirituality.
Good articles thoroughly thought out,
whether written by the local evangelist or borrowed articles by other faithful brethren, can

teach many valuable Biblical truths and motivate the brethren to become involved in good
works. I have seen many articles in some church
bulletins which would be more suitable for denominations. They may present some moral truths, but do little to indoctrinate brethren in New Testament Christianity. Such lack
of teaching in depth of God’s inspired Word
is why the church of our Lord in many areas
is drifting away from a “thus saith the Lord.”
Such happened in the Old Testament when the
priest kept back God’s Word from the people.
The Lord declared through Hosea:
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: Because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt
be no priest to me: Seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget
thy children (Hos. 4:6).
There should be balance in the proclamation
of Biblical truths. Gospel preachers should not

be guilty of proclaiming an incomplete picture
of the inspired Word. This might be done by
placing emphasis upon only positive teaching.
Others may be guilty of tipping the balance toward negative preaching. Either way would be
contrary to the will of the Lord. The apostle
Paul pointed out:
Wherefore I take you to record this day,
that I am pure from the blood of all men.
For I have not shunned to declare unto you
all the counsel of God (Acts 20:26-27).
The Lord will hold accountable the preachers and elders who fail to uphold the whole
council of God.
The church bulletin is a medium in which
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brethren can not only be informed about news
effecting the congregation, but also as a means
of teaching and informing them to religious
issues that can destroy it. The leadership of a
local church does not serve it well by deliberately keeping it uninformed about damnable
doctrines both in the world and within the
brotherhood.
Clarksville, TX

Now

It is now that you are reading these words
in this bulletin article. Maybe you are looking
at this bulletin before worship, maybe between
Bible class and worship, maybe you stuck it in
your Bible or a pocket and it is Monday before
you look at it—but whichever way or time,
it is now that you hold it in your hands. The
moment prior to your picking it up was before; a minute after you lay it down will be
later. Whatever the day or hour, the moment
in time you are looking at this is now.
Whatever happened before is over; whatever is planned for later may never happen.
Now is the only time we rightfully own, it is
the only moment we can fully seize, it is the
only opportunity we singularly possess. Opportunities offered tomorrow may or may not
come to potent fruition. But we can do with
now whatsoever we will!
This is why the Bible places such an emphasis on now: “behold, now is the accepted time;

behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor.
6:2). Now—right now— we can believe God,
we can serve Him faithfully, we can become
Christians if we have not, we can determine
to return to the Lord if we have departed, we
can decide to live and walk by faith, we can
put away sin, and we can resolve to seek first
the kingdom. If we were going to do any of
these things yesterday, it is too late. If we are
going to do any of these things tomorrow, it is
too early. The time to act is now. Now is the
“accepted time” because it is the only time we
have; now is the “day of salvation” because tomorrow may not offer that opportunity.
The Bible teaches us to redeem (“make the
most of ”) “the time” (Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5).
Yesterday is irretrievably lost and tomorrow is
mysteriously uncertain, but what will we make
of now? It is inexhaustibly ours—we hold it in
our hands to waste or to use, but it is up to us.
There are those who are going to serve

God—tomorrow! They are going to do God’s
will—tomorrow! They are going to accomplish some great thing—tomorrow! They are
going to share the Gospel of Christ—tomorrow! Meanwhile, “tomorrow never comes.”
“Boast not thyself of to morrow; For thou
knowest not what a day may bring forth” (Pro.
27:1).

We can certainly learn from the concluded
past and we plan for the promising future (“If
the Lord will”—Jam. 4:15), but we must not
allow the occasion of the immediate present to
elusively slip from our tentative grasp.
So what will you do with each and every
one of your nows?
Author Unknown

Getting Back to Basics
Earl West

Whatever happened to the old-fashioned
idea that the church exists to preach the Gospel and that the purpose of the Gospel is to
save souls?
Judging from some of the bulletins we see
and some announcements we are asked to
make, some churches of Christ today appear
to have gone over to the YMCA.
We are all for families knowing how to
make money, and we are equally happy to
see people make a success out of their lives,
but churches of Christ should be concerned
to preach in today’s world the same Gospel
that was delivered in primitive times—to save
souls from sin. Using that Gospel as a guideline, they ought to teach people how to grow
spiritually and be prepared for heaven.
The church today is in serious danger of
falling victim to a materialistic gospel—how
to make money, how to get rich, how to be
successful in business, in social life, in school,
etc. One of the surest signs that we are more
interested in material values than in spiritual is
when these types of lectures, because of their
novelty, are more attractive than the message
of a redeeming Savior.
One of the denominational journals we

get had a lead article recently titled, “The Disease of the Health and Wealth Gospel,” and
the editors were deploring the popularity of a
so-called gospel that tells us how to be either
“healthy or wealthy.”
If the denominations, who make no attempt to practice New Testament Christianity, have come to denounce this type of emphasis for its complete lack of spiritual content,
it is indeed strange how churches of Christ,
who are supposed to be set for the defense of
the Gospel can justify such spiritually empty
messages.
The preachers who go around with this type
of message betray a total lack of conception of
what New Testament Christianity is all about.
Elders who allow this sort of thing are either
ignorant of the Bible or unable to withstand
the pressure of a generation of super salesmen
preacher. In both cases it is a disgrace to the
cause of New Testament Christianity.
If the central theme of the Gospel is not
Christ and Him crucified, as Paul delivered it
in Corinth, then, in the words of the lamented
Foy E. Wallace, Sr. “We have been reading the
wrong book.”
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Horace Myrick
Dot Lambert
Debbie Dawson
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Betty Podgurski (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
daughter)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

August 17
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 pm, in room 1.
August 18
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
pm.

“Oh, my friend, it’s not what they take
away from you that counts. It’s what
you do with what you have left” (H.
Humphrey). We worry about what we
do not have. We know that worrying is
just borrowing trouble. Hear the Lord:
“Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought
for the things of itself. Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof.” Do your
best. Do not worry. God bless.
Tim Smith
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What about Christ’s Coming Again?
Jess Whitlock

“But of that day and hour knoweth no one,
not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son,
but the Father only” (Mat. 24:36). The Lord
and His Word clearly shows that no person
living can know the exact time of Christ’s final
return. The Bible’s teaching is that we must
be prepared for that time when the time does
come! (John 14:1-3; Rev. 1:7; Jam. 5:7; Phi.
3:20; 1 Pet. 1:13; Acts 17:30-31; Jude 7; John
5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 The. 4:13-18;
2 The. 1:7-10).
Matthew 24 is a chapter that is abused by
so-called fundamentalists and the a.d. 70 errorists of our day. The pin-pointers of prophecy in this chapter are directed to the coming destruction of Jerusalem which occurred
in a.d. 70. In Matthew 24:1-35 Christ gave
clear-cut signs that men may know when the
destruction of the temple and Jerusalem was at
hand. There is only one question that, at that
time, the Lord Jesus did not know the answer;

i.e., “When will You come back, Lord?” In
Matthew 24:36 we have His answer: no man
knows, the angels of heaven do not know, the
Son of God did not know, and only the Father
in heaven knows when the Son will return the
final time!
The only thing that Christ clearly taught
about His return was that it would be like the
days of Noah (24:37-39). There will be no
warnings, no pin-pointers, no clues. Life and
living will be going along as always. He also
compared His final return to the coming of a
thief in the night (24:43). The thief comes at
a time you do not expect him. Christ warns:
“Watch therefore…. Therefore be ye also
ready” (24:42, 44; cf. 25:13).
In spite of this clear teaching, there have always been false prophets, trying to guess the
time of Christ’s return. There are in excess of
over 200 false predictions by the time-guessers
of history, from a.d. 44 until the present time.

There are only a couple of centuries where
we do not have recorded data of the “false
prophets.”
One cult (Jehovah’s Witnesses) predicted
the final coming more than 70 times during
the 20th century, every date proved to be false!
In an effort to get the “egg off their face” they
came up with a new twist that Christ came in
1914 in an invisible coming! The Bible teaches
that He will come visibly (Rev. 1:7). He will
come audibly (John 5:28). He will come in
flaming fire (2 The. 1:7-ff). He will come with
His holy angels (Mat. 25:31). He will come
with a shout (1 The. 4:16). Oh, by the way,
the earth and all elements will be burned up
(2 Pet. 3:10). Somehow all these things escaped the notice of all news reports and recorded historical happenings in the year 1914!
A young Billy Graham taught the imminent
return of Christ. Andrea Neal, chief editor of
The Indianapolis Star, reported, “In 1950, for
example, Graham predicted the world would
end in two years” (Graham’s Role In “An
Awakening” A-18). Let us do some simple
math. In 1950 Billy Graham taught that the
world would be no more by the end of 1952.
That makes him a false prophet for well over a
half century! How can we know that Graham

is a false prophet? Deuteronomy 18:22:
When a prophet speaketh in the name
of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor
come to pass, that is the thing which the
Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou
shalt not be afraid of him (KJV).
There are only two kinds of prophets: (1) true prophets—the things they predict come to pass, and (2) false prophets—
the things they predict fail to come to pass.
Concerning the second coming of Christ, we
have noted that when He does come again,
that coming will be visible, audible, in flaming fire, with His holy angels, and that the
world and everything in the world will be
burned up. Now, which of these things came
to pass in 1914 or 1952? Christ taught that
no man (Billy Graham) knows the time of
His return (Mat. 24:36). He taught that His
coming would be the end of the earth (2 Pet.
3:10). So, we know that Jehovah’s Witnesses
like hundreds and hundreds of others are false
prophets. The only thing that remains is to ask
the question of the old hymn: “Are You Ready
for that Day to Come?”
Evant, TX

The Self-righteous Eye Is Blind
Paul Vaughn

Have you ever come under the watchful
eye of a faultfinder? Someone who is always
looking to see if you have or will make a mistake? Jesus addressed the problem in the “Sermon on the Mount.” He said:
Judge not, that ye be not judged. For
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be

judged: and with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again. And
why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye? Or how
wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull
out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold,

a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine
own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.
Give not that which is holy unto the dogs,
neither cast ye your pearls before swine,
lest they trample them under their feet,
and turn again and rend you (Mat. 7:1-6).
Some use this passage to teach that one
should never make judgments. However, if
you look at the passage closely, in the last verse
Jesus says that you should and must make certain judgment decisions. That is, one should
“Not give what is holy to dogs; nor cast your
pearls before swine.” To keep the teaching in
this verse judgments are to be made or else you
sin! Matthew 7:6 requires us to reach a conclusion as to whom the dogs and swine are.

I Found a Mote

I found a mote in my eye one day,
But it was small, so I let it stay.
It looked so harmless, I did not dream
Its form would change to a mighty beam.
Today I find that a great beam lies
Securely fastened within my eyes.
And I shall suffer much loss and pain
Before my eye sight is clear again.
Oh, Friend! Take care when a mote appears
To take out your knives and your sharpest
shears
And cut it out, lest it grow and prove
To be a beam that you cannot move.
Author Unknown

Jesus is describing a person who is a faultfinder, a hypocrite, who without exception is
looking at others to find fault, while never seeing his own problems. There are different motives why people are faultfinders. They may
desire to build themselves up by tearing down
others. Some faultfinders are motivated by
envy. Envy destroys the soul as it eats away at
the heart. Solomon said, “A sound heart is the
life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the
bones” (Pro. 14:30). The faultfinder lets envy
eat away at his heart while he is destroying the
lives of others. Shakespeare said, “Who steals
my purse steals trash, but he that filches from
me, my good name, robs me of that which enriches him not, and makes me poor indeed.”
The person who is looking for specks in
others hurts himself more for his self-righteous eye is blinded, never seeing good because
he is looking for evil. If you ever find yourself
as a target of a faultfinder, take comfort even
the sinless Jesus could not escape their hateful
attitudes. “Then drew near unto him all the
publicans and sinners for to hear him. And
the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying,
This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with
them” (Luke 15:1-2). Jesus took their insults
and made something positive. The Parables of
the Lost Sheep, Lost Coins, and the Prodigal
Son were the results.
When you come under the eye of an unfair
critic, learn from their criticism even when
it hurts. But, never lower yourself to being a
faultfinder. Remember there is nothing wrong
with making good judgments—one should do
that every day. We dare not make a habit out
of faultfinding.
Marion, VA
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daughter)
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Born’s grandson)
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August 27
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 pm, in
the auditorium.
August 31
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, evening service at 12:30
pm.

There Is Nothing Old Hat
about God’s Word

It still instructs
I still convicts
It still converts
It can save your soul!
Author Unknown
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The Lesson of Rome Provides Us with a Few
Thoughts about Our Armor of God
Johnny Oxendine

Many of the things we read in the Bible
become easier for some brethren to appreciate when there are “real world” evidences to
snack on. The well-known historian Edward
Gibbon is often quoted for his vivid portrayal
of the Roman Empire. In his great work, The
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, he describes how the Roman army became lax in discipline and exercise.
It is the just and important observation of
Vegetius, that the infantry was invariably covered with defensive armor, from the foundation of the city to the reign of the emperor
Gratian. The relaxation of discipline, and the
disuse of exercise, rendered the soldiers less
able and less willing to support the fatigues
of the service; they complained of the weight
of the armor, which they seldom wore: and
they successively obtained the permission

of laying aside both their cuirasses and their
helmets. The heavy weapons of their ancestors, the short sword, and the formidable
pilum, which had subdued the world, insensibly dropped from their feeble hands. As the
use of the shield is incompatible with that of
the bow, they reluctantly marched into the
field; condemned to suffer either the pain of
wounds, or the ignominy of flight, and always
disposed to prefer the more shameful alternative. The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and
the Alani, had felt the benefits, and adopted
the use, of defensive armor; and, as they excelled in the management of missile weapons,
they easily overwhelmed the naked and trembling legions, whose heads and breasts were
exposed, without defence, to the arrows of the
barbarians. The loss of armies, the destruction of cities, and the dishonor of the Roman

name, ineffectually solicited the successors of
Gratian to restore the helmets and cuirasses
of the infantry. The enervated soldiers abandoned their own and the public defence, and
the pusillanimous indolence may be considered as the immediate cause of the downfall of
the empire (Vol. III, 271-272).
The Gospel armor has been placed in our
hands (Eph. 6:10-20—NKJV). Three times in
the last chapter of Ephesians Paul told us to
stand fast in our fight against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
He wrote to the Corinthians brethren that
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down arguments and
every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God (2 Cor. 10:4-5).

Bellview Lectures on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
It is not enough for us to defend the truth;
we must attack the citadels of error and pull
down their strongholds! Many congregations
today are content to sit in their meetinghouses and just dare Satan to show his ugly head—
they would never dream of taking the battle
to him! The Roman army fell because they
became lazy, careless, content, and complacent. Brethren, let us keep our spiritual sword
sharpened and always remain alert, so our enemy will not catch us unprepared. “Therefore
take up the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:13).
San Mateo, CA

A Marked Man
Winfred Clark

You have heard this statement at some time
in your life. It could mean that such a person
would bear a stigma of reproach for the rest of
his life. It could mean he had done something
or said something that he would never be able
to escape.
There was a man in the New Testament
who was also a marked man. You know him
as Paul and he will tell you that he bore in
his body “the marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal.
6:17). These marks were borne gladly. He was
not ashamed of these.
He Is Marked As a Servant of Christ
Paul was not ashamed to call himself a servant of Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:1). To him, this

is a thing of great honor and privilege (1 Tim.
1:12). His service to the Lord was not a burden to be endured but rather a privilege to enjoy. That is the reason he would put all that
he had into the task. He was concerned about
pleasing his master. What about you and me;
are we marked in this way? Can people say,
“These folks will serve the Lord?” Does pleasing Him mean as much to us as it did to Paul?
He Is Marked As a Soldier of Christ
There is absolutely no doubt about Paul
being a soldier of the Lord. He refers to Epaphroditus as a fellow-soldier (Phi. 2:25). If
Epaphraditus was a fellow-soldier, by implication, Paul is a soldier. He would encourage

Timothy to be a good soldier (2 Tim. 2:3-4).
As a soldier, Paul would bear in his body some
of the scars of battle. Take a look at his list in
2 Corinthians 11:23-25. He was beaten and
bruised. Yes, he is marked as a soldier.
He Is Marked As a Sufferer for Christ
Was it not Paul who said, “all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”
(2 Tim. 3:12)? How well Paul knew this to be
true. He would be a living demonstration of
the fact that such was true. He could become
a living commentary of this fact. But this did
not deter him from the task that was before
him. He would not falter. His only objective
was to finish the job he had been assigned no
matter what suffering was before him (Acts
20:24). He was unmoved by the obstacles and
would press on no matter what the price may
be.
He was Marked for Eternity!
Deceased

No Sale

I have heard of a preacher who had on
his desk a special notebook, labeled, “Complaints of members against others.” When
one of his people called to tell him the faults
of another, he would say; “Well, here’s my
complaint book. I’ll write down what you
say, and you can sign it. Then when I have
to take the matter up officially, I shall know
what I may expect you to testify to.”
The preacher says he kept the book for
forty years, opened it probably a thousand
times, and never wrote a single line in it.
Author Unknown

A School Boy’s Prayer

Now I sit me down in school
Where praying is against the rule
For this great “nation under God”
Finds mention of Him very odd.
If Scripture now the class recites,
It violates the Bill of Rights.
And anytime my head I bow
Becomes a Federal matter now.

Our hair can be purple, orange or green,
That’s no offense; it’s a freedom scene.
The law is specific, the law is precise,
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.
For praying in a public hall
Might offend someone with no faith at all.
In silence alone we must meditate,
God’s name is prohibited by the state.
We’re allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks.
They’ve outlawed guns, but first the Bible.
To quote the Good Book makes me liable.
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,
And the “unwed daddy,” our Senior King.
It’s ‘inappropriate’ to teach right from wrong,
We’re taught that such “judgments” do not
belong.
We can get our condoms and birth controls,
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles,
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed,
No Word of God must reach this crowd.
It’s scary here I must confess,
When chaos reigns the school’s a mess.
So, Lord, this silent plea I make:
Should I be shot, my soul please take!
15-year-old student in Arizona
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The Bush Afire

You are familiar with the bush Moses
saw burning. It was the place the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses. Yet,
we read further and are told it is God
speaking to him. God often has spoken
to His servants through angels, who
speak the words of God as though it
were God Himself speaking. By the Bible He speaks to us.
Delbert Goins
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“Neo-Conservatives”
Charles Pogue

Jesus warned the multitude to beware of
wolves who come in sheep’s clothing (Mat.
7:15). A wolf in sheep’s clothing is attempting to persuade his potential prey that he is
something he is not. If he is identified falsely,
it enhances his chances of devouring a pursued-after meal. He is more dangerous than
an undisguised wolf, because he appears to be
one of the sheep. However, when his costume
is stripped away, he is still a dangerous wolf.
In the church today, some brethren are
claiming to be conservative, but it is a disguise. Their cover is the claim that, “I do not
personally believe the New Testament authorizes instrumental music in the song service,
therefore, I do not use it, but I can’t say to use
it is a sin.” Such a claim exposes this “neo-conservative” for what he really is—an old liberal
wolf wrapped up in sheep’s clothing. He decides not to make an issue out of instrumental
music, does not oppose it, nor yet determines

that instrumental musical accompaniment in
the song service is a fellowship issue. Such a
person is neither conservative nor sound in
doctrine. Consider two passages.
A sound Christian recognizes that one’s doing something that is not authorized by the
New Testament is doing something that is not
being done in the name of Christ (Col. 3:17).
That, despite the “neo-conservative’s” contention to the contrary, constitutes a fault. If it
does not, why believe there is no authority
for instrumental music in the first place? If he
does not confess it is a fault, he has denied his
own position.
The brother who sees someone overtaken
in a fault is obligated to restore him (Gal. 6:12). A fault is a deviation from the truth, and
carries the idea in this passage of being taken by surprise or without warning; one who
is fooled by a wolf in sheep’s clothing! The
brother who knows there is no authority for

instrumental music, but fails to stand against
it has loosed the command of Galatians 6:1-2,
and thereby exposes himself as a liberal, not a
“new” or any other kind of conservative. He is

just as much a wolf in sheep’s clothing as the
one who tripped up the brother who was overtaken in a fault in the first place.
Granby, MO

Prove All Things
Lynn Parker

In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul
penned these words: “Prove all things; hold
fast that which is good” (5:21). The structure
is simple. The statement is succinct. However,
this command is largely ignored in the religious world. At Stephen’s preaching, the angry
crowd “stopped their ears” as they rushed to
kill him (Acts 7:57). A number in the brotherhood have contributed to the current digression by “stopping their ears” to the Truth—
they refuse even to consider that they or their
favorite spokesman (or university or school of
preaching) might be in error.
“Prove all things.” Prove is full of meaning.
It is translated from the Greek word, dokimazo, which means, “to test, examine, prove,
scrutinize (to see whether a thing be genuine
or not), as metals” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon).
Further, the present tense of the word tells us
that this is to be continuous action. It is an
imperative. This means that we must—we are
commanded to—“prove all things.”
“Hold fast that which is good.” To “hold
fast” means to keep secure, hold firmly, or retain possession of something. That which is
approved is to be firmly held.
Practical Applications
Consider now several practical lessons that
can be drawn from Paul’s command:
First, this short verse teaches us that a religious position can indeed be proved to be

right or wrong. This is diametrically opposed
to the notion that “you can prove anything
by the Bible.” Opinions on favorite colors and
concerning politics are different from matters
of Truth. Truth is non-negotiable. It is unbiased. Truth does not change with the passing of time or popular movements. A religious doctrine can be proved to be right or
wrong. Moreover, we are obligated before
God to prove it. This command—“prove all
things”—stands between the religiously indifferent and salvation.
Second, this command from Christ’s ambassador tells us that it is important to be
right in matters of religion. If not, why this
command? Prove all things! Make sure you
are right in God’s sight! Yet, some castigate
sincere hearts that diligently seek to prove all
things. One young man, with either little Bible knowledge or little respect for the Word
(or a combination of both), tried to shame a
sound congregation with this charge, “You’re
trying too hard to be right on every little
thing.” So what are the faithful supposed to
do? Shall we intentionally introduce at least
some error—perhaps a “sin of the month”—
to make the liberal element more comfortable? Of course not! With our text in mind,
we know God believes it is important to be
religiously right.
Third, all are obligated to “prove all

things.” This is not a command just for the
“clergy.” Denominationalism thrives when
religious leaders preach to unsuspecting, indifferent masses. Error makes strides in the
brotherhood because of gullible souls that will
not “prove all things.” These are the opposites
of the noble Bereans (Acts 17:11). Hearts that
believe any and every thing in religion are
blind followers (Mat. 15:14). The intellectually lazy will miss the splendors of Heaven because they are content to let others do their
religious thinking for them.
Fourth, all are obligated to “hold fast” once
something has been proved to be the Truth. It
is not enough to admit the truthfulness of a
doctrine. “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13).
Compromise here, and all is for naught.
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labor is not vain in the
Lord (15:58)
There are no paid mercenaries in the church
of our Lord. You cannot hire a gun to fight
your battle for you. Standing for Truth may
cost us in this life, but we will be more than
amply repaid in eternity (Mat. 10:34-39).
Fifth, this verse implies that we can determine the Truth on any given religious matter.
We have at our disposals the tools by which
God commands that we discern between
good and evil, right and wrong. The standard,
of course, is the Bible (Psa. 119:104; 2 Tim.
3:16-17; John 12:48). The other tool required
is the properly conditioned heart—the intellect of man. Make no mistake here. You
do not have to be rocket scientist or hold a

college degree to understand the Bible properly (1 Cor. 3:18). “For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called” (1:26). Jesus said, “and ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). The parable of the soils clearly illustrates the necessity of an open heart in the
salvation of any individual (Luke 8:11-15). To
prove something to be true, you must be able
to gather and weigh the evidence. Once the evidence is examined, one must draw the proper
conclusion. Men are expected to reason properly from the Bible and as result, be united in
doctrine (1 Cor. 1:10; John 17:20-21).
Conclusion
If observed and practiced far and wide,
Paul’s command in our text will dramatically
alter the religious landscape around us. Denominations will no longer flourish when individuals scrutinize their tenets in light of the
Bible. Apostates will find no following among
Berean-like Truth seekers who are determined
to “prove all things.” Religious unity will be
promoted when all obey the command to,
“prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”
New Braunfels, TX
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Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended
to the family of Horace Myrick, who
passed away on August 26. Horace was
a Deacon of the Bellview congregation
from 1972-1976 when they moved to
Cantonment and placed membership
with the congregation there. In 1996,
they again placed membership with
the Bellview congregation. Please keep
Sheila and her family in your prayers
and provide any assistance needed.
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
pm, in the zone room.
September 8
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pm.
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How is Your Relationship with Others?
Charles Pogue

An important part of Christian living is
treating others the way they should be treated
(Rom. 12:18; Gal. 6:10). Most mistreatment
of others can be put into one of five major categories. These are: stinginess, vengeance, jealousy, lack of forgiveness, and dishonesty. The
New Testament deals with all of these in very
plain and forceful words.
One of the very first acts we read about
concerning the early church was one of benevolence (Acts 2:45). We read about it again in
Acts 4:34, the occasion which led up to the
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira. The apostle John wrote in 1 John 3:17 that the love of
God does not dwell in someone who has this
world’s good and refuses to help the brother
who is in need. When the people asked John
the baptizer what they should do (Luke 3:10),
he answered that one who had two coats
should give one of them to someone who did
not have one (3:11). They were to do the same

thing regarding meat. When we give, Jesus
said to expect nothing in return (6:35). How
do we cope with that instruction? Some probably do not do very well with it around the
end of December each year!
If all men lived by the Golden Rule (Mat.
7:12), this world would be an appreciably better place. Instead of treating people the way
they should treat us we are often guilty of
the horrible practice of getting even. Paul instructs that we “Recompense to no man evil
for evil” (Rom. 12:17). Mind you, it is not
just in action where vengeance shows its ugly
face, it first shows up in the heart. It is just as
bad to harbor ill feelings, a grudge, vindictiveness, and the wish that it was okay to get even,
as it is to actually act upon those.
The next improper treatment of others we
will describe with three words. These are jealousy, envy, and covetousness. These go hand
in hand. They are either synonyms or else one

leads to the other. The covetous, which may
be a good word to describe all three conditions
will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor.
6:10). The word translated covetous in your
King James Version, means eagerness to have
more, especially that which belongs to another. To ascribe an accurate modern word to it,
the jealous, envious, covetous person is greedy.
Greed of course, leads to many another sins,
even to murder. It was for envy that Christ

was delivered up (Mat. 27:18; Mark 15:10).
Often found hand in hand with the above
three, is dishonesty. Dishonesty can involve either or both of lying (including bearing false
witness) and stealing. We are to provide for
things honest in the sight of all men (2 Cor.
8:21). Paul commanded the Ephesians to put
away lying and speak the truth, and to not
steal but work with the hands to have to give
to those who have need (Eph. 5:25, 28). Paul

Gospel Meeting
with

Charles Pogue
October 5– 10, 2014

“From Earth to Heaven”
This World Is Not My Home.............................................Sunday 9 a.m.
The Testimony of the Creation.......................................... Sunday 10 a.m.
What Is Your Life But a Vapor?..................................... Sunday 12:30 p.m.
Two Ways, Two Gates...................................................Monday 7:30 p.m.
Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?........................... Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
The Heavenly Kingdom’s Presence on Earth........... Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Shall He Find Faith on Earth?...................................... Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Then Cometh the Judgment..............................................Friday 7:30 p.m.
A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the general purpose building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 p.m., in the zone room.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.

sums up this charge very simply in Romans
12:18: “If it be possible, as much as lieth in
you, live peaceably with all men.” Admittedly, there are individuals who are hard, if not
impossible, to get along with, but a dishonest person does not get along peaceably with
anyone. That includes not getting along with
himself, by the way.
Christ commanded that we be forgiving. It
is interesting that the very first words from the
Lord’s lips after He taught the model prayer
in Matthew 6, was that if we do not forgive
others their trespasses our heavenly Father will
not forgive ours (6:14). After instructing them
to put away things such as anger, bitterness,
envy, and evil speaking, Paul wrote this to the


.
.

.

I’m Glad I Am a Teacher

.
.

.

.

Ephesians: “And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph.
4:32). Perhaps the two most miserable people
in the world are those against whom a real offense has been committed but will not forgive it, and those who imagine one has been
committed against them. These are miserable
people, not because someone has done them
wrong, but because they have a heart problem
that arises out of pettiness and caring more
about themselves than they do for others. Truly there are many things involved in proper
treatment of others. How do we measure up
to them?
Granby, MO

.

Have you ever come from church services,
saying to yourself, “Where are these great spiritual blessings they tell us Christ gives? Why
don’t I feel more uplifted and filled when I
come home from church?” There may be reasons, and our prayer to God must be that He
helps us find the things we need through the
Scriptures. One of the reasons, possibly, is our
failure to grasp the opportunity—even the responsibility—that each of us is given to be a
teacher of the Word and of divine things.
How many times have I heard a fellow
Christian say, “Oh, you mean you teach a
class of little kids? Oh, you poor thing, you’re
a glutton for punishment!” My mental reaction to such a statement is, “You poor thing, if
you have not ever tried it, you don’t know the
wealth of blessings you are missing!”
Poor thing indeed! There are few moments
so precious as to see the dancing eyes of a little

child as he sees the big fish (made of a bleach
bottle) literally swallow up Jonah (a puppet),
and then to see relief come and his whole body
relax and settle against the chair when he sees
that “God took care of Jonah and He will take
care of me, too, if I obey Him.” Or the excited voice of a little one tugging at mother and
daddy to “come see the ten lepers Jesus made
well!”
Me a poor thing? When I hear from three
rows back the loud whisper, “Mommy, that’s
my teacher,” or when I receive the most moving, most enjoyable, most bless-filled hour of
the week? No, I would not trade all that for a
comfortable chair in a quiet adult classroom;
and who knows, that Bible class you teach may
lead someone to heaven who otherwise might
not have seen the way. Sorry, friend, that poor
thing is not me!
Author Unknown
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Idleness

The worst thing that can befall you
or me is to have nothing to do. From
that moment, life is an aimless, aching
void, and time, a cruel torturer. Any
man who has not experienced the joy of
work has lived in vain. A life of ease and
aimlessness is a daily purgatory.
Nothing to do! It is the worst curse
that can fall upon man or woman. In
prison it is extreme punishment. In this
day of golden opportunities, I cannot
conceive how any one in good health
can be content without work. To find
one’s vocation, to work cheerfully and
willingly; this is the real joy of living.
Author Unknown

BEACON
Vol. XLIII / No. 37
September 15, 2014
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Do You Have Time?
Charles Pogue

After Felix heard Paul concerning “the
faith in Christ,” he told him, “Go thy way for
this time; when I have a convenient season, I
will call for thee” (Acts 24:24-25). Many in
the Lord’s church remind us of the Athenians
and strangers who were always anxious to hear
or tell of some new thing (17:21). Over and
over today, we hear of some new idea emanating from the minds of those who are discontent with the pattern for the church given in
the New Testament, and who seem to want
to push the limits of what their fellow Christians should accept as authorized by Christ in
His Word.
Para church organizations, which this writer sees as new attempts to foist the old concept of missionary or benevolent societies,
arise regularly in the minds of those who have
nothing better to do than question the wisdom of God. Our Lord set up His body in
autonomous congregations for a reason, to

prevent whole-scale apostasy. In the collectivist organizational pattern of denominationalism, if one participates in some new unscriptural doctrine or practice, they all eventually,
either by choice or coercion, embrace it. However, the fact that God, in His wisdom, chose
congregational autonomy as the pattern for
the church of Christ, does not preclude us the
right, nor relieve us of the responsibility, to
notice departures from the faith and speak out
against them. Nor, does it forbid the right of
a faithful congregation to withhold its fellowship from an unfaithful one.
While it is true that it is not always easy,
and certainly one should not devote his entire time and activity to looking for departures
from sound teaching and practice, neither
does it allow us the luxury of ignoring such
apostasies and asserting we do not have time
to keep up with what is transpiring among us.
For the sake of the souls of all our brethren

(including our own), and for the continued
loyalty of the local congregation, we absolutely must be aware of the compromises to the
New Testament pattern. The Judaizers went
every place in the first century, attempting to
convince the Gentile Christians that they had
to keep the law of Moses, or they could not
be saved (e.g. Acts 15:1-5). Who, thinking
correctly, would say the Judaizers were only

Antioch’s problem and no other congregation
need concern itself about it? Indeed, that idea
is totally dispelled by the fact that Paul and
Barnabas, along with certain other brethren,
went up to Jerusalem to discuss this matter
with the apostles and elders there. Dearly beloved, if one congregation in the twenty-first
century denies the essentialness of baptism,
begins to use instrumental music in worship,
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Visitors are invited to every meal.
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of, “clean up your own backyard first.” Whatever the excuse, there is a most pertinent and
serious question for those who claim they do
not have time to keep themselves informed:
Will they have time to answer God in the day
of judgment for their disinterest and neglect?
Without any equivocation or exceptions
the apostle Paul declared to the Roman brethren. “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12). The
old illustration is as relevant today as it was
whenever it was first observed. If you saw
your brother blindly moving toward a thousand-foot bluff, would you warn him or just
let him fall? If you chose to stand and
watch with your mouth closed would
you have any responsibility for his unA—ambition to save souls
timely death? To ask is to answer. Of
course you would! The words of EzeS—sincere preparation for six days of service
kiel 3:18 are timeless: “When I say
U—undying faith in the power of God’s Word
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely
C—courage to discuss the Bible with someone
die; and thou givest him not warnC—carrying a carload to every service
ing, nor speakest to warn the wicked
E—energetic enthusiasm of the whole church
from his wicked way, to save his life;
S—sitting near the front rather than the rear
the same wicked man shall die in his
S—speaking to the visitors
iniquity; but his blood will I require
F—faithful attendance of the members
at thine hand.” The only possible conU—undertake to prepare one soul for conversion
clusion is that each one of us has the
L—listening with the hope of learning
responsibility to recognize departure
M—making no excuse for Biblical truth
from the Word of God, to separate
E—everyone singing the good Gospel songs
ourselves from it as the Scripture inE—encouraging the preacher in all his efforts
structs, and to warn those who have
T—tearing ourselves from other things
taken up with the error. Do you have
I—inviting our friends and neighbors to come
time to keep up with things that are
N—now is the time to work on it!
happening in the brotherhood? BrethG—going to God daily in prayer for it
ren, we do not have time not to!
Author Unknown
Granby, MO

expands the role for women in the church,
practices reevaluation/reaffirmation of elders,
continues to fellowship those who do, or in
any other way steps beyond the bounds of
New Testament authority, it is the concern
and business of us all! Those who claim they
do not have time to keep up with what is going on among us may do so for myriad reasons. Perhaps they wish to commence or continue their membership in a less than faithful
congregation. Maybe they ignore issues for
the sake of friendship. Sadly, many preachers
do it to for monetary reasons. There are even
those who use the tired old fallacious excuse
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Family Decline

Robertson L. Whiteside
The family is a Divine institution; marriage is as old as the human race. In the
sanctity and stability of the marriage relation is wrapped up the happiness and
the welfare of the human race, the stability and permanence of decent society,
and government that is well-ordered.
Deceased
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Life and People or Eternity and God
Charles Pogue

We expect nothing more from those in sectarianism and denominationalism than for
them to ignore errors in doctrine and life in
the people about them. The truth is, most of
them do not believe there are such things as
error in doctrine and misconduct in life. The
few who do, have rejected the truth that such
errors have any impact upon the eternal welfare of the one who claims he has been saved
and cannot lose that salvation.
For those who are members of the bloodbought body of the only begotten Son of God,
it must be different. Be he or she stranger,
friend, or loved one, if one’s acquaintance is in
the condemning grasp of Satan and the brother or sister does nothing, says not a word, then
let him or her admit that life and people are
more important than eternity and God. Let
not the frail believe he can ignore the lost
state of another while believing himself to be
a faithful child of God. He is nothing but one

of the worst kinds of hypocrites the world has
taken the time to shape. Let not one claim to
have love for another while the object of his
falsely asserted devotion resides in the throes
of religious error, indifference, or secularism
and he says not a word.
The tragedy does not diminish for the faint
of heart who declares, “I said something once
and the soul afflicted by the fiery darts of the
devil gave no heed, thus my responsibility is
fulfilled.” It is not within the realm of our authority and knowledge to conclude no further
persuasion on our part will change the heart.
Yet, while claiming the Gospel is powerless to
the defender, I can laugh, enjoy the company
of, and seemingly give no thought to the reality that if my friend or loved one died today
they would be doomed to the darkness and
fire of eternal hell. If one can laugh with them,
he can burn with them, and if he ignores their
condition, the likelihood is that he will!

It is time for all of those who claim to be
the children of God to conform their lives to
the words of the Savior, “He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me” (Mat. 10:37). If the
child of God keeps his mouth closed to the
loved one or dear friend who is in a lost condition, he loves neither the loved one nor the

Lord. Only when he loves the Lord enough to
make attempt after attempt to rescue the perishing can he truthfully say that he loves the
Lord and his lost relative or comrade at all.
There is the friend one meets day after day,
but as the old hymn accuses, “You never mentioned him to me.” Have I great affection for
the friend that I know is in a lost condition,
yet say nothing? No, I have no affection for
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the individual at all. Furthermore, I am an albatross around the necks of faithful brothers
and sisters in Christ who as wise as serpents
and harmless as doves (10:16), give their attention to trying to convert that friend.
Here I am with full knowledge that God
has laid down the law to His children who see
those that have broken rank with Him. The
faithful must withdraw from the disorderly
(2 The. 3:6). The Holy Spirit did not give the
apostle the leeway to include an exception for
the friend or loved one who has abandoned
the way of righteousness. If I shall speak and
they shall not hear, my food is not theirs, nor
theirs mine (1 Cor. 5:11). If I speak not a
word then let me join in the celebration of eat,
drink, and be merry, and if this very night my
soul is required of me, I shall reside with them
in the permanent realm of the tormented lost.
Who among the brethren love life and people more than God and His law? Whose affection leans more to the apostate than to the
faithful children of God? It is those who are
Christians in name only. Heaven is not their
aspiration, neither for themselves nor for anyone else. There is a question such people do
not have, nor can they have, an answer for it.
Why do you bother at all?
Granby, MO

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear................................. Romans 10:17
Believe.................................. Mark 16:16
Repent................................ Luke 13:3, 5
Confess......................... Romans 10:9-10
Baptism.................................... Acts 2:38
Be Faithful.............. 1 Corinthians 15:58

The Church of Christ
Charles Pogue

Jesus has one body in the Bible it is told.
No denominations are found within His
fold.
No one gets to heaven in churches built
by men.
No matter how they want to that won’t
get them in.
Jesus has one body for it He paid the
price.
Shed His blood to build it in His sacrifice.
Don’t let the devil fool you by his lies
entice.
Jesus has one body it is the church of
Christ.
There’s just one way to enter the place the
saved are in.
Be immersed in water to lose the stain of
sin.
For a home in heaven we all must be in
Him.
There’s Just one way to be there told here
in this hymn.
Jesus has one body for it He paid the
price.
Shed His blood to build it in His sacrifice.
Don’t let the devil fool you by his lies
entice.
Jesus has one body it is the church of
Christ.
Granby, MO
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p.m., in the zone room.
September 24
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
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Jerusalem Besieged

Soon after the destruction of Israel, the
Assyrians defeated Egypt. Then, in 701
BC, the powerful King Sennacherib besieged Jerusalem, because King Hezekiah of Judah had stopped paying tribute
to the Assyrians and had joined a rebellion. The Bible records that Hezekiah
trusted God and Jerusalem was saved.
King Sennacherib returned to Nineveh,
where he was murdered by two of his
sons (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of
the Bible 31).
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A Sad but Common Belief
Charles Pogue

Last week, I was told that a man of my acquaintance made the statement that he was a
Baptist, but that he did not believe in once
saved always saved. Just how common that
opinion is I do not know for sure, but I suppose it is more common than the denomination’s leaders wish it was. However, the statement raises a very immediate question. While
it may seem like one that would be hard for
that man to answer, it really is not. The question is: “If you do not agree with one of the
basic beliefs of the Baptist church, why are
you a Baptist at all?” While it is true that some
people may have an invalid personal reason
for belonging to a religious body, such as, “It
is the one my parents belonged to.” The real
answer informs us of a sad but very common
belief among those who are in the churches
of men. What is worse is that the view is a
growing one among members of the church
of Christ. Men by and large do not believe

doctrine is important.
The Old Testament prophet Isaiah points
out the importance of doctrine. Isaiah 28:9
says, “Whom shall he teach knowledge? And
whom shall he make to understand doctrine?
Them that are weaned from the milk, And
drawn from the breasts.” He continues in the
next chapter. “They also that erred in spirit
shall come to understanding, And they that
murmured shall learn doctrine” (29:24). In
the KJV, doctrine appears six times in the Old
Testament and forty-four times in the New
Testament. That is a very clear correction of
the false notion that what one believed was
important under the old law, but not under
the new, is it not?
The New Testament makes it very clear that
doctrine is not just important, but absolutely
crucial. It begins with the very words of Jesus Himself. “Jesus answered them, and said,
My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me”

(John 7:16). It was His doctrine, or teaching,
to which Jesus referred when He said, “And
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the

Let Us Think for a Few
Minutes on Reverence

Remember the purpose of worship; it
is not to entertain or to amuse, but it is to
pay a debt of love and honor to God.
Remember the people in worship, they
are not perfect and those with imperfections worship Him who is perfect. He,
who realizes his own imperfections most,
is better qualified to worship Him whom
he knows is perfect.
Come to worship thinking of how
great God is, and how little you are.
Give due attention to the thoughts
contained in Gospel songs as well as to the
singing of the songs themselves.
Remember that a sermon depends as
much on a good hearing as it does upon a
good presentation.
Keep in mind that a critical, intolerant attitude is foreign to the spirit of Him
who you purpose to worship, so be sympathetic toward him who directs the singing and toward him who would instruct.
Author Unknown

things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The things
Jesus taught originated with the Father, and
are required of men to do. If doctrine is not
important, why did Jesus tell the apostles what
to preach when He sent them out on the limited commission (Mat. 10:7)? Even more to
the point for us, why did He tell them what to
preach when He charged them with the great
commission (Mark 16:15)?
If doctrine is unimportant, why did Paul
instruct Timothy that to be a good minister of
Jesus Christ, he would have to put the brethren in remembrance of “these things,” nourished in the words of faith and good doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6)? Why did he tell the young
preacher to take heed and continue in the
doctrine (4:16)? In even stronger language,
Paul instructed Timothy that if anyone taught
anything other than the doctrine of Christ, to
withdraw from him (6:3-5). In some of the
strongest language in the New Testament,
Paul wrote to the Galatians:
I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel: Which is
not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of
Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach

The Gospel Meeting will be broadcast live at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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any other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed (Gal.
1:6-9).
How sad it is that people today believe that
doctrine is so unimportant that they can have
membership in a religious organization that
teaches error, they know it teaches error, and
yet stay there anyway. It is almost ironic that
people will not be a member of a secular club

or organization that stands for things with
which they do not agree. They may even crusade against such organizations. Yet, when it
comes to the salvation of their souls they are
more than ready to stay with those that teach
error. Do you suppose that might have something to do with the fact that all of those
churches teach salvation by faith only? Hmm!
Granby, MO
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Please Remember
October 4
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
October 5-10
Gospel Meeting with Charles
Pogue.
October 5
Dinner on the Grounds, evening
service at 12:30 p.m.

G—Good News (Mat. 28:5-6; 1 Cor.
15:1-7)

O—Originating in love (John 3:16)
S—Simple, yet profound (Isa. 35:8;
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1 Cor. 2:10)

P—Powerful to Save (Rom. 1:16)
E—Eternal Salvation, bringing (Heb.
5:8-9)

L—Leading to a beautiful life (Mat.
7:14)

Author Unknown
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Forgive As God Forgives
Charles Pogue

Once there were two brothers who were a
couple of years apart in age. One day the older
brother became very angry, and in his moment
of rage he took a club and beat his younger sibling. The younger man recovered from
his wounds, while the older one experienced
deep sorrow and contrition, subsequently begging his brother to forgive the physical attack.
The younger brother said he indeed forgave
the older, but he took the club and hung it
on the living room wall where it served as a
constant reminder to the older brother of his
cruel act. The sight of the large stick kept the
older brother’s guilt against himself continually stirred. It would be hard to convince any
thinking person that the younger brother actually forgave the attack.
Oh that we would forgive as God forgives! When the Hebrews’ writer quoted the
prophet Jeremiah regarding the new covenant God would make with His people, these

unforgettable words describe the boundless
grace and forgiveness of God: “For I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no
more” (Heb. 8:12). Those familiar words do
not mean that God is incapable of remembering, but that once He forgives He will
not bring up sins committed in the past anymore. They are blotted out, as it were, from
His book of remembrance, and the previously guilty party stands justified in God’s sight
once more. Someone has said that justification
means just-if-I’d-never-sinned. That is the forgiveness of God.
How many times has a brother committed
an offense against another, and he too, like the
older brother asks for, and is told he receives,
forgiveness, but when at times the relationship is strained again, old reminders surface
and are voiced to hurt once more? O that we
would forgive as God forgives! When we learn

to love as God loves, we will learn to forgive
as He forgives!
When we hang on to old reminders (even
if they are not clubs) of the sins of another, we
might as well be saying to the offender, “I expect you to commit the same sin again,” and
our incomplete forgiveness may just guarantee
it. If the sorrow of the offender is real, and the
repentance is genuine, so what if he does in his
human weakness commit the same or a similar blunder again? Matthew records the following exchange between the Lord and Peter.
Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord,
how oft shall my brother sin against me,
and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus
saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until
seven times: but, Until seventy times seven (Mat. 18:21-22).
While it was tragic that the older brother beat the younger with a club, the younger brother’s hanging it on the wall stood between him and forgiveness. Old reminders,
old memories held in reserve to bring up past
indiscretions are stored like arrows in an arsenal, and when a new conflict arises hurling
them reflects the shooter has not forgiven as
God forgives. You know what? My guess is

that for a long time in his life, the older brother did not need to see the club hanging on
the wall to feel remorse, but I am relatively
sure that its presence stirred up another “R”
word—resentment!
Granby, MO

A Careful Man
I Ought to Be

A careful man I ought to be, a little fellow
follows me
I do not dare to go astray, for fear he’ll go
the self same way.
I cannot once escape his eyes, what’re he
sees me do, he tries,
Like me he says he’s going to be, that little
chap who follows me.
He thinks that I am good and fine, believes
in every word of mine
The base in me he must not see, that little
chap who follows me.
I must remember as it go, through
summer’s sun and winter’s snow
I’m building for the years to be, that little
chap who follows me.
Author Unknown

Mathematics of the Exodus

Moses and the people were in the desert,
but what was he going to do with them? They
had to be fed, and feeding 2 or 3 million people requires a lot of food. According to the
Quartermaster General of the Army, it is reported that Moses would have to have 1,500
tons of food each day. Do you know that to
bring that much food each day, two freight
trains each a mile long would be required?



Besides, you must remember, they were
out in the desert, and they would have to
have firewood to use in cooking the food.
This would take 4,000 tons of wood and a few
more freight trains, each a mile long, just for
one day.
And just think; they were forty years in
transit. Oh yes, they would have to have water. If they only had enough to drink and wash
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This World Is Not My Home.............................................Sunday 9 a.m.
The Testimony of the Creation.......................................... Sunday 10 a.m.
What Is Your Life But a Vapor?..................................... Sunday 12:30 p.m.
Two Ways, Two Gates...................................................Monday 7:30 p.m.
Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?........................... Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
The Heavenly Kingdom’s Presence on Earth........... Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Shall He Find Faith on Earth?...................................... Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Then Cometh the Judgment..............................................Friday 7:30 p.m.
A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 p.m., in the zone room.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
a few dishes, it would take 11 million gallons
each day and a freight train—with tank cars—
1,800 miles long, just to bring water!
And then another thing: they had to get
across the Red Sea in one night. If they went
on a narrow path, double file, the line would
be 800 miles long and would require 35 days
and nights to get through. So, there had to
be a space in the Red Sea three miles wide so
they could walk 5,000 abreast to get over in
one night.

But then another problem: Each place they
camped they required a camp ground twothirds the size of the state of Rhode Island,
or a total of 750 square miles. Do you think
Moses figured all this out before he left Egypt?
I think not! You see, Moses believed in God.
God took care of these things for him. Now,
do you think God has any problem taking
care of all your needs?
Author Unknown

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Rich Little (Dot Dodd’s brother)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Please Remember
October 5-10
Gospel Meeting with Charles
Pogue.
October 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 p.m., in room 1.

Visitation Groups

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

There will be no Visitation Group gettogethers in October. Visitation cards
will be handed out by the Group leaders.

“People who fight fire with fire usually
end up with ashes” (Abigail Van Buren).
It is usually better to use water or foam
to stop a blaze, although fire itself is appropriate under certain circumstances.
But take note of this: when the fire to
be extinguished is sin, it is never good
to use more sin to put it out! You will
never go wrong doing right. God bless!
Tim Smith
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Thoughts about the Song: “Jesus is Coming Soon”
Lee Moses

The song “Jesus is Coming Soon” has long
been a popular song of worship among the denominations as well as in many churches of
Christ. The lyrics were clearly composed from
a Premillennial perspective, most clearly seen
in the second verse of the song. Apparently,
seeing the error taught by this verse, the editors of Songs of Praise chose to omit this verse.
However, this did not omit all error from the
song. The error in “Jesus is Coming Soon” begins with the very title.
What does the phrase “Jesus is coming
soon” mean to most people? When running
the phrase on an Internet search engine, the
results yield nothing but pure Premillennialism (the false doctrine that when He returns
Jesus will reign over a physical kingdom on
this earth for 1,000 years). The websites listed
include such organizations as Lamb and Lion
Ministries (a misapplication of the peaceable
kingdom of which Isaiah spoke, a prophetic

reference to the church) and the “Rapture
Ready Club.” These websites make the claim
“Jesus is Coming Soon,” and then attempt to
support this claim with what they believe are
signs that His coming is imminent (just about
to happen). After 35 websites featuring Premillennialist advocates defending the premise
that “Jesus is coming soon,” the 36th website
features a refutation of the notion that we can
know absolutely that Jesus will be coming
anytime soon. What all these websites share
in common is that they believe the statement
“Jesus is coming soon” says enough in itself—
1. They believe the statement to mean Jesus is coming within a timeframe that
ends just as it says—soon. They believe
the statement is clear and that visitors
to their website would not think that
“soon” might be subjective to individual opinion.
2. They believe the statement to be an

affirmation of Premillennial doctrine
of some stripe.
The statement “Jesus is coming soon” is a
statement not backed by Biblical truth and a
teaching condemned by the apostle Paul. He
wrote to the church at Thessalonica:
Now we beseech you, brethren, by the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him, That ye
be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor
by letter as from us, as that the day of
Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you
by any means (2 The. 2:1-3a).
Anyone who told the church at Thessalonica that the coming of Christ was “at
hand” was guilty of deception. What does “at
hand” mean? When John the Baptist and Jesus preached that the kingdom was “at hand,”
they meant that it was “soon to come.” And it
did come soon, within a few years. But, when
someone taught that Christ’s coming was “at
hand,” or “soon to come,” he taught falsely.
This false teaching had caused the brethren to
be troubled, and Paul wrote that those who
troubled the brethren in Thessalonica would
receive recompense from God for what they
had done (1:6).

Gospel Meeting Lessons
on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
When we sing spiritual songs in the worship assembly, we are teaching (Col. 3:16).
What are we teaching? If we are saying, “Jesus
is coming soon,” we are teaching:
1. That Jesus will be coming within a
short period of time, denying the possibility that it might be hundreds or
more years until He comes.
2. What most will assume to be Premillennialism.
3. The same teaching that troubled the
church at Thessalonica.
4. A teaching characteristic of a group
which was to receive tribulation from
God for troubling the church at Thessalonica.
In light of the above, it is clearly poor judgment, to say the least, to select “Jesus is Coming Soon” as a song to include in a worship
assembly. There are far too many songs that
teach truth to feel an obligation to sing songs
that teach error.
Union City, TN

Could This Have Happened Here?

“I attended your church last Sunday. You
wouldn’t remember me; but I was there. And
I was hunting for something. I think I almost
found it. I think I would have if you had not
been in such a hurry.
You in the congregation sang hymns about
a loving Lord that made my heart go faster. I
felt a tight choking sensation in my throat as

the minister described the conditions of a lost
person.
I am lost. He is talking to me, I said to
myself. From the way he speaks being saved
is very important. All these people were concerned I thought. They wanted to be saved,
also.
At last the minister finished his appeal and

		

Jesus Will Come Again
Jesus will come again
Live your life free from sin
So that heav’n you will win
When trumpets sound;
He will make all things right
In that sweet Land of Light
Where there will be no night
Heavenward bound!

Tim Smith

Jesus will meet us there
Evermore in the air
Where we’ll live free from care
When trumpets sound;
Are you prepared, my friend,
So much on this depends,
Set yourself for life’s end
Heavenward bound!
Jesus will come someday
Come to take us away
To the unending day

asked you to stand and sing another lovely
song that you knew so well. I swallowed the
lump in my throat and wished I knew the
joy with which you sang. Then the minister looked at me and started again to explain
how I would have this joy but his words were
drowned out by all the “buzzing” about me.
When I glanced around, you were putting
on your little girl’s coat, telling her to get her
things. I looked on the other side and saw you
touching up your lips and re-arranging your
hat. Looking out in front of me, I saw you

When trumpets sound;
We’ll meet Him in the sky
In the Sweet By and By
Where we will never die
Heavenward bound!
CHORUS:
Troublesome times have been
With us as long as sin
Jesus will come back when
God sends Him back;
We must walk in the Light,
Keeping the Goal in sight,
Trusting in His great might
What do you lack?

Dothan, AL

[Editor—Since the song “Jesus Is Coming Soon” is not Scriptural, Tim Smith
was asked to write lyrics to the tune of this
song.]

frowning at your watch as though time were
running out. You were in a hurry.
Then suddenly, I did not want to look at
any more of you. My eyes were burned and
my throat hurt. My feet were so tired I could
not have walked toward the pleading preacher.
You really did not care…this salvation was
not really as important…You did not care
that I was lost, you just wanted to get away. I
wanted to get away too. I wanted to run. But
I waited…and walked away with the rest …
lost.”		
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Bobbie LaBryer
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Cary Parks (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Dot Dodd in the death of her brother,
Rich Little, on October 6. Please keep
Dot and her family in your prayers.

Please Remember
October 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 p.m., in room 1.
October 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Visitation Groups

There will be no Visitation Group gettogethers in October. Visitation cards
will be handed out by the Group leaders.

Acacia (shittim)

The acacia is one of the few trees to grow
in the Sinai desert. The Ark of the Covenant of the ancient Israelites was made
from the wood of this tree (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 90).
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“What Is Faithfulness?”
Dub McClish

“Is brother ______ faithful?” “How many
faithful members does the ________ Church
have?” “Brother _______ is a faithful preacher.”
Such expressions are common in conversation
among brethren. What do we mean by “faithful?” What do the Bible writers mean when the
term is used? Our English word, faithful, occurs 51 times in the ASV New Testament. In
each case it is the rendering of the Greek verbal
adjective, pistos. It connotes the kindred qualities of being steady, constant, reliable, trustworthy, loyal, and dependable.
It is used of God concerning the keeping
of His Word (1 Cor. 1:9; 10:13; Heb. 10:23;
11:11; 1 Pet. 4:19; 1 John 1:9). God is not
capricious, nor arbitrary (Jam. 1:17), but reliable and predictable (Heb. 13:5). In the
faithfulness of God is our hope rooted and
sustained. Our Lord is described as “faithful”
(1 The. 5:24; 2 The. 3:3) with all the implications of the faithfulness of God. He is God’s

faithful apostle and high priest (Heb. 2:17;
3:2), His faithful and true witness (Rev. 1:5;
3:14; 19:11). Men might prove unfaithful,
but not Christ (2 Tim. 2:13). In His faithfulness He fully discharged all that God sent
Him to do (John 17:4; 19:28-30).
God’s Word is faithful, even as He is. Paul
uses the expression, “faithful saying,” four times
to describe words he wrote to Timothy and Titus (1 Tim. 1:15; 4:9; 2 Tim. 2:11; 3:8). He
also refers to the entire body of New Testament
doctrine as “the faithful word” (Tit. 1:9). The
necessary implication is that all of the Gospel
teaching is true and utterly dependable. In two
instances in John’s visions he is told that the
words he is hearing are “faithful and true” (Rev.
21:5; 22:6).
Several people in the Bible are called “faithful.” Old Testament worthies include Abraham
(Gal. 3:9) and Moses (Heb. 3:2). Paul was appointed as an apostle because Christ counted

him faithful (1 Tim. 1:12). Timothy is called
Paul’s “faithful child in the Lord” (1 Cor. 4:17).
Tychicus, Epaphras, Onesimus, and Sylvanus
are all called “faithful” (Eph. 6:21; Col. 1:7;
4:7, 9; 1 Pet. 5:12). Timothy was to commit
the Gospel to faithful men who could teach
others (1 Tim. 2:2). Antipas was a faithful witness who died for Christ in Pergamum (Rev.
2:13). Such “faithful” ones are always held up as
worthy examples. They are God’s very best, His
most noble, righteous, and powerful people.
The Gospel often urges the trait of faithfulness upon the servants of Christ. The servant is called “faithful and wise” who properly cares for his master’s property and he
will be rewarded (Mat. 24:45-47). Men are
urged to be faithful in “very little” matters as
proof that they can be trusted to handle great

What a Wonderful
Fascinating Day
Tomorrow Is

Tomorrow is the day when the drunkard
is to be sober.
When the dishonest man will practice
integrity.
When the slothful man will become
industrious.
When the licentious man will be chaste.
When the spendthrift will begin to
economize.
When the sinner will be saved.
When some will begin helping the
fatherless.
When some will become faithful in attendance to all services!
Author Unknown

responsibilities (Luke 16:10). The foremost
requirement of a steward over the property of
another is that he be faithful (1 Cor. 4:2). The
wives of elders are required to be “faithful in
all things” (1 Tim. 3:11). The crown of life
will be given to the faithful (Rev. 2:10), for
they shall “overcome with the lamb” (17:14).
From the preceding Scripture study we learn
that faithfulness (viz., trustworthiness, dependability, consistency, reliability, steadfastness) is a
part of the very nature of Deity. We learn also
that the best servants of God through the ages
have possessed this trait. Further, we learn that
God ever urges His people to be faithful to Him.
Current use of faithful usually falls far short of
these Scriptural applications of the term. Often
someone is pronounced “faithful” merely on the
basis of their regular presence when the saints assemble. To use the term carelessly debases this
noble trait of God and of those spiritual giants
in every age who have persevered.
Abraham’s faithfulness caused him to leave
home and family behind, to become a tentdwelling pilgrim, going where God directed,
willing to literally sacrifice his son of promise
to God. Moses’ faithfulness caused him to renounce the fame and fortunes of Egyptian royalty, identify with an enslaved people, and endure their thankless murmuring for 40 years.
It also caused him to strictly teach and apply
God’s law and to build the tabernacle precisely
according to God’s pattern. The faithful ministers and brethren of whom Paul wrote surely
earned this description fairly. They could be
depended upon to preach the truth without
alteration and to live in a manner consistent
with it. And what shall we say of Paul whom
the Lord counted faithful? Paul was mistreated

in almost every way a devil-dominated world
could invent. Yet, he wavered not in his stand
for truth. Even in prison he was “set for the
defence of the gospel” (Phi. 1:16).
Faithfulness involves commitment of purpose and life to the cause of Christ that excels every other loyalty (Luke 9:23). It makes
one conscious of this relationship to Christ
whether working or playing, and whether one
is among friends, brethren, relatives, or hostile worldlings. While faithfulness and regular
worship attendance cannot be equated, those

who are faithful are never those who forsake
the assemblies. Faithfulness is the trait that
moved the apostles and their contemporaries
to take every injury and indignity the world
could heap upon them and come back for
more, boldly preaching and living the truth,
instead of quitting. We are exhorted to even
give up our lives if being faithful to Christ requires it (Rev. 2:10). Now I must soberly ask
myself, “Am I a faithful servant of Christ as
the Scriptures define faithfulness?”
Denton, TX

Rejecting Christ
Skip Francis

Jesus plainly connected rejecting His words
with rejecting Him. Jesus states, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath
one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day” (John 12:48). Jesus also appealed to the
words of Moses—“For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote
of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how
shall ye believe my words?” (5:46-47). The
plain truth is, that rejection of Jesus’ teachings are also a rejection of Him. Too often
men seek to be “believers” without knowing much about He whom they claim to believe in. They even go so far as to place the
Bible in the same category as other literature
of our day. They deny its inspiration, or deny
that it is inspired in its every word. Some have
even suggested that it contains no more inspiration than that which Shakespeare was inspired to write in Romeo and Juliet. The sad
truth is that some of these men are not only
“theologians,” some of them are preachers in

the Lord’s church. The inerrant, verbally inspired, and unchanging Word of God testifies of itself. In 2 Samuel 23:3, David states,
“The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, And His
word was on my tongue” (NKJV). Peter also
said, “knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for
prophecy never came by the will of man, but
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21—NKJV). Peter states the same principle that David did,
that the Holy Spirit was the One who spoke;
it was the men who moved. This is not human inspiration, it is Godly inspiration—and
it defied human understanding or definition.
Peter told us that we were “born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). It is Jesus’ words that
brought about our rebirth and His words that
will judge us. Let us not be in danger of rejecting Christ by rejecting His words.
Liberal, KS
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Cary Parks
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Please Remember
October 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
October 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Jesus Did Not Quit

Jesus did not quit meeting with the disciples because Judas Iscariot was a thief,
nor because Peter was fickle at times. He
did not quit preaching and living right
because some of the brethren were unforgiving, unkind, over-ambitious, or
agnostic. Jesus did not quit His post of
leadership because He once was in the
presence of an adulterous woman, an
unscrupulous businessman, a gang of
Pharisaical hypocrites, or narrow-minded demon worshipers. Have you quit?
Are you planning to quit?
Author Unknown
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Saved By Grace
Brad Green

We should be ever thankful for the grace of
God that has made salvation possible. Without God’s grace and mercy, man would be
without hope and “most miserable” (1 Cor.
15:19). The inspired Paul wrote, “For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). Paul
helps define grace by adding that salvation
is a “gift” from God. Man’s sin has separated himself from God (Isa. 59:1-2), but God
loves man so much that God has made a plan
by which man can be reconciled back to Him
(John 3:16; Col. 1:21-23).
Many have used the phrase, “by grace are
ye saved,” to imply that one is saved by grace
only. The verse in no way teaches such. In fact,
we can know exactly how the Ephesian brethren were saved by grace through faith. During Paul’s third Evangelistic Journey, he once
again visited the city of Ephesus (Acts 18:24).

While there, he preached the truth (Acts
19:8), for without hearing the Word of God,
one cannot be saved (Rom. 10:17). Of those
Ephesians who heard the Word some believed
(Acts 19:18) and some did not (19:9). The Bible teaches that it is impossible to please God
without faith (Heb. 11:6), and thus one must
believe to be saved. The believing Ephesians
acted upon God’s grace and confessed that Jesus was the Christ and repented of their past
iniquities (Acts 19:18-19). So, to be saved by
grace, the Ephesians had to confess and repent. Last, we know that the Ephesians were
baptized to have their sins forgiven. How do
we know this? The Ephesians believed what
Paul preached (Acts 19:18). What did Paul
preach about baptism? “And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord”
(Acts 22:16). Paul taught that it was in water baptism where one has his sins washed

away. In addition, immediately upon entering Ephesus, Paul encountered disciples who
had been baptized with the baptism of John.
After teaching them that the baptism of John
was no longer in effect, the disciples “were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts
19:5). And so, we can know how to be saved
by grace through faith. We simply need to follow the same pattern followed by the Ephesians to whom Paul was writing: (1) Hear the
Word, (2) Believe the Word, (3) Repent of
Sins, (4) Confess that Jesus is the Christ, and

(5) Be Baptized to have our sins forgiven. After following God’s plan to save, which was
given to us by His grace, and not by the works
of any man (Eph. 2:8-9), God will add one to
His church (Acts 2:47) and among the saved
(2 Tim. 2:10; Eph. 1:22-23). We are saved by
God’s grace, but not by His grace alone. Man
must appropriate that grace by humbly submitting to God’s plan to save (Heb. 5:8-9) and
by remaining faithful unto Him (Rev. 2:10).
Lenoir City, TN
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To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-mail please send your e-mail address to bellviewcoc@
gmail.com. The file you will receive will be a PDF (a free reader is available from www.adobe.
com).

The Bible—“A Living Document”?
Ken Chumbley

Newsweek magazine in its December 15,
2008, edition had an article titled “Our Mutual Joy” written by Sarah Bell and Anne Underwood in defense of “homosexual marriage.” In that article, after quoting the words
of a Methodist preacher, Richard A. Hunter,
who stated:
The Bible and Jesus define marriage as
between one man and one woman. The
church cannot condone or bless same-sex
marriages because they stand in opposition to Scripture and our tradition,
they write:
To which there are two obvious responses:
First, while the Bible and Jesus say many

important things about love and family,
neither explicitly defines marriage as between one man and one woman. And second, as the examples above illustrate, no
sensible modern person wants marriage—
theirs or anyone else’s—to look in its particulars anything like what the Bible describes. “Marriage” in America refers to
two separate things, a religious institution
and a civil one, though it is most often enacted as a messy conflation of the two. As
a civil institution, marriage offers practical benefits to both partners: contractual
rights having to do with taxes; insurance;
the care and custody of children; visitation rights; and inheritance. As a religious

institution, marriage offers something
else: a commitment of both partners before God to love, honor and cherish each
other—in sickness and in health, for richer and poorer—in accordance with God’s
will. In a religious marriage, two people
promise to take care of each other, profoundly, the way they believe God cares
for them. Biblical literalists will disagree,
but the Bible is a living document, powerful for more than 2,000 years because
its truths speak to us even as we change
through history. In that light, Scripture
gives us no good reason why gays and lesbians should not be (civilly and religiously) married—and a number of excellent
reasons why they should.
In this article, as the above quote shows,
the writers clearly show their ignorance of
Scripture. Jesus clearly teaches, quoting the
Old Testament (Gen. 2:24):
And he answered and said unto them,
Have ye not read, that he which made
them at the beginning made them male
and female, And said, For this cause shall
a man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be
one flesh? Wherefore they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put
asunder (Mat. 19:4-6).
What do these writers not understand regarding the word “man” and “wife”? Jesus did
not say “man and man” or “woman and woman.” He clearly draws a distinction between
man and woman and proclaims that a marriage is between a man and a woman.
The writers seek to pay “lip service” to the
Bible, speaking of the “religious institution of

marriage” and speaking about those who enter
into marriage, from a religious standpoint, doing so “in accordance with God’s will.” However, note what they go on to say:
Biblical literalists will disagree, but the
Bible is a living document, powerful for
more than 2,000 years because its truths
speak to us even as we change through
history.
In this statement, they tacitly admit what
the Bible teaches but seek to get around it by
stating that the Bible is a “living document.”
What do they mean by that statement—they
mean the same as political liberals who refer
to the Constitution of the United States as a
“living document” who would teach that although the constitution states certain things,
it can be reinterpreted and, in so doing, they
seek to change what the Constitution clearly
sets forth. Those who refer to the Bible as a
“living document” seek to do the same thing.
Thus, although Jesus and the Bible clearly refer to marriage as being between a man and a
woman, these writers can say it does not mean
what it says as we have to interpret the Bible in
today’s world and since some in society deem
“marriage” between members of the same sex
to be acceptable, that means that Jesus’ words
were not for all time, but can be ignored today. However, Jesus clearly stated:
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day (John 12:48).
But then, according to the writers He did
not mean what He said. They will find out
that He did at the judgment!
Belvedere, SC
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Cary Parks
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Please Remember
November 3
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m.
November 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 p.m., in room 1.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 2

Set your clocks back one hour Saturday
evening.
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The Growth of the Assyrian
Empire

The Assyrian empire had an earlier period of power under King Tiglath-pileser I in about 1100 BC. But the ruthless aggression for which Assyria was
so much feared reached its peak in the
period between 880 BC and 612 BC.
The Assyrian empire was based on three
great cities: Asshur, Calah, and Nineveh
(Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the
Bible 30).
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Noah’s Ark
Paul Vaughn

One of the most interesting accounts of
Bible characters is that of Noah. He was a
man of integrity who was seeking to follow
God in a world of sin. Noah and his family
were the only human beings who served God
faithfully during that time period. It truly was
a tragedy that all of the human race was lost
and refused to obey God except Noah and his
family. Only eight souls were saved out of all
humanity.
Today, modern man being influenced by
atheists and humanism have come to the conclusion that the story of Noah was nothing
but a work of fiction or a fairy tale made up
in antiquity that was deliberately false, yet, Jesus believed the account of Noah as fact. The
Lord said, “But as the days of Noah were, so
also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
For as in the days before the flood, they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the

ark” (Mat. 24:37-38). One cannot believe in
Jesus without believing the biblical account of
Noah!
The Ark that Noah built was one of the
most wonderful structures built by man. Ark
means “a wooden box, a chest, is used of
(a) Noah’s vessel…” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words). The Ark was a huge box
to store the lives of Noah, his family, and two
of every animal on the earth with the exception of clean animals which God had commanded him to take seven.
The Ark was built in such a way that
it could tilt almost 90 degrees and right itself. Henry Morris, a noted scientist, said, it
“would be exceedingly stable, almost impossible to capsize. Even in seas of gigantic waves,
the ark could be tilted through any angle up
to just short of 90 degrees and would immediately thereafter right itself again”(181).
This is evidence that the design of the ark was

built by the Divine command of God. Noah
built the ark as he was instructed by God so it
would protect its cargo.
The Ark was a very large boat. “The total
volumetric capacity of the Ark was approximately 1,400,000 cubic feet, which was equal
to the volumetric capacity of 522 standard
livestock cars such as used on modern American railroads” (Morris 2). This plainly shows
that there would have been ample space to

store two of every animal on the earth.
When you read your Bible and come across
the account of Noah, you can believe it happened just as it was recorded. Do not let anyone cheat you out of your faith in God and
His Word.
Work Cited
Morris, Henry. The Genesis Record. Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Book House, 1976.

Marion, VA

Vigilance on Zion’s Walls
Guy N. Woods

The gospel is God’s power to save (Rom.
1:16). In it are dynamic forces fully adequate
to accomplish the divine purpose of providing
salvation to those who truly believe (1 Cor.
1:21). Its limitless, inexhaustible power is released only when it falls upon receptive hearts
and finds expression through faithful obedience to the commands it contains (2 The. 1:79). It is intended for every creature and is to be
preached fully and faithfully to the end of the
age (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16).
To those of us who are already the recipients of its blessings is given the high honor
of becoming “laborers together with God” in
the delivery of this divine message to mankind (1 Cor. 3:9). It is in harmony with God’s
“good pleasure” that by means of this medium
the race, scarred by sin and burdened by guilt,
is to receive healing, forgiveness, and restoration to the divine favor (15:1-3; Eph. 1:7).
It can and will accomplish this only if those
of us in whose hands it has been placed in this
generation preach it plainly, positively, and
uncompromisingly (1 Tim. 1:3-4). To fail in

this awesome task is not only to lose our own
souls but also to be responsible for the damnation of countless others (Pro. 13:13-17). Every age has its problems and moral and social
ills are ever with us, but the church is not a reformatory institution, nor is it divinely authorized to turn away from its task of proclaiming
the way of salvation to earth’s teeming millions
to concern itself in simply making the world
a better place in which to live (2 Cor. 10:5).
Against every evil are we to raise our voices
and our influence ought to be felt on the right
side of every issue affecting the moral well-being of the race but without a knowledge of
the Gospel people are lost, though thoroughly informed and circumspect in practice in all
moral matters (Mat. 7:21-23). The ancient
world was a cancerous mass of corruption and
Corinth symbolized depravity at its worst, yet
there and everywhere Paul was determined
not to be turned aside to philosophical matters and to preach nothing but “Christ, and
him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2).
To the preacher, more than to any other,

.

.

.

.
.

.

do people look for guidance in all matters religious: his failure thus becomes theirs and for
which both will answer in the Judgment:
So thou, O son of man, I have set thee
a watchman unto the house of Israel;
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my
mouth, and warn them from me. When I
say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou
shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood will I require at thine hand (Eze.
33:7-8).

Some among us today have dispensed with
the invitation and many others regularly close
their sermons with no announcement of the
conditions of the Gospel; all such should
ponder carefully the words of God’s ancient
prophet and ask, “What kind of watchman
on Zion’s walls am I?” (33:32). “What can I
say to those who reproach me at the judgment
to whom I preached pious platitudes but did
not tell them what to do to be saved nor how
to avoid the pitfalls prepared by false teachers
into which they fell because of my failure?”
Deceased

When Did It Begin?




• Use of Holy Water—Began, a.d. 120; required, a.d. 1009.
• Infant Baptism—Introduced (over strong
opposition), a.d. 250.
• First Human Creed—The “Nicean
Creed,” a.d. 325.
• Mariolatry—The veneration (worship) of
Mary, a.d. 389.
• Latin Mass—Began, a.d. 394.
• Purgatory—“Second chance” for those
who die in sin, a.d. 593.
• First Pope—Boniface III assumed title of
“universal bishop,” a.d. 607.
• Instrumental Music—First used (over
strong objection), a.d. 670.
• Celibate Priesthood—Introduced, a.d.
385; enforced, a.d. 1079.
• Auricular Confession—Confession of
sins to a priest, a.d. 1215.
• Sprinkling for Baptism—Universal Catholic practice, a.d. 1311.
The foregoing are only samples of thousands of changes uninspired men have made

to inspired doctrine and practice. While most
of these came through centuries of layers of
Roman Catholic heresy, many of these are reflected in Protestant churches (e.g., “infant
baptism,” sprinkling, “Lent,” “Easter,” special
clergy and their special garb, etc.).
Let us never forget: “But though we, or an
angel from heaven, should preach unto you
any gospel other than that which we preached
unto you, let him be anathema” (Gal. 1:8).
Author Unknown

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear..................................Romans 10:17
Believe...................................Mark 16:16
Repent................................ Luke 13:3, 5
Confess......................... Romans 10:9-10
Baptism.....................................Acts 2:38
Be Faithful...............1 Corinthians 15:58
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Cary Parks
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Miley Herbert (Pam Busch’s mother)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
p.m., in the zone room.
November 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
5:30 p.m., in room 1.
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The Decline of the Assyrian
Empire

The Assyrians dominated the affairs
of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah,
as well as conquering several other nations, including Egypt, Syria, and Babylonia. However, the Assyrians had to
fight many battles to protect their empire which, in effect, grew too large to
defend adequately. Over time, several provinces regained their freedom.
The empire lasted until Asshur fell to
the Medes in 614 BC, and the capital,
Nineveh, was destroyed by the Medes
and Babylonians in 612 BC (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 30).
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Some Thoughts on the Holy Spirit
Doug Post

Those advocating a Direct Operation of the
Holy Spirit, i.e., that the Spirit must illuminate the Scriptures by directly and supernaturally tampering with your minds, are those
poor souls who disdain or ignore reason, logic,
and common sense when determining or interpreting Scripture.
In fact, these poor souls tell us that the
Spirit will help us interpret Scripture by giving
us strong sensations (can you find that in your
Bibles?). You might get a strange sensation or
feeling, an uneasy or nervous feeling, which
will tell you that something’s wrong concerning an interpretation. On the other hand, they
tell us that we can know that God is bearing
witness with our spirit when we get a particular feeling or sensation of unexplainable peace
and joy…a warm feeling. If this happens,
they tell us, then, we can be assured we have
a correct interpretation and understanding of
Scripture.

In other words, they are teaching us to ignore our God-given minds and disregard
common sense, while waiting on some sensation or feeling, which they claim is directly
from the Holy Spirit. I would like to know
why these folks claim it is the Holy Spirit and
not indigestion.
However, what we do know is that the Holy
Spirit, Himself, has told us to “Be diligent to
present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing [handling] the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15). The Holy Spirit, through Paul, is telling us to handle the Word of God correctly—
to think accurately. Handling the Scripture
correctly does not come from some hocus pocus direct sensation from the Holy Spirit, but
rather through instruction, which Paul discusses at the very beginning of the context of
handling Scripture accurately (2:1-4).
Moreover, the Spirit continues demanding

of us that we “shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness” (2:16). Again, this gets back to the idea
that God demands of us to use our spiritual
discernment in understanding what truth is
and what is error. In commanding us, God is
appealing to our own minds, to our own intellect, to our own capacity to think and reason.
This is what we are to do. The Holy Spirit does
not think for us; does not reason for us; and
does not make us understand His Word. That
is an operation left up to you and me, based
upon our own mental inclinations, when we
devote our minds to the Bible.
For those who live according to the flesh
[those advocating sensations, feelings,
and other direct operations of the Spirit]
set their minds of things of the flesh, but

those who live according to the Spirit [the
law of the Spirit of life, what the Spirit
teaches in the Word of God], the things
[teachings] of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace (Rom. 8:5-6).
Who does the setting of the mind? The
Christian! Who is the spiritual person? The
Christian who is spiritually minded! Therefore, the spiritual Christian is the one setting
his or her own mind on the teachings (things)
of the Spirit as found in the Word of God.
Deity does not set our minds for us, we set
our own minds, because we are the ones commanded to do so. Truly the mind is a terrible
thing to waste!
Vernon, CT

“And Be Ye Thankful”
Bill Jackson

Someone told of the fine old brother who
always began his prayer with, “Father, we thank
Thee for this fine day!” He would thus pray,
in a flood, or when the sun was oppressively hot, or when the snow was four-foot deep.
It was always, “Father, we thank Thee for this
fine day!” And then, one day the rains came,
and came and came. Each day was cloudy and
dark, and it went on and on…people became
depressed, out of sorts, dismal. When this had
gone on for days and days, our brother was
called on for prayer one Sunday. Naturally,
many wondered, “What will he say now?” His
prayer began, “Father, we thank Thee that it is
not always like this.” A slight change, yes, but
the point is that he was still thankful!
One at peace with his God, so says Paul,

has that proper basis on which to stand and
be thankful! (Col. 3:15). Thanksgiving will be
in the heart of the child of God, and it will be
there, and undiminished, regardless of things
that happen in life to momentarily dampen
the spirit. Surely it is the same in regard to
joy. Christian joy is a constant and permanent thing, and the instances of pain and sorrow that come to us do not at all remove the
joy. Here, we must think of Job, and his being
notified of the great and hurtful losses of his
goods and children. His response: “The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; Blessed
be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).
It is striking that when Paul warns the
young preacher of “times of peril” to come
(2 Tim. 3:1ff), men being “unthankful” is

listed among the items like fierceness of disposition and blasphemy. It would be clear to
anyone that times of adultery, times of murder, times of drunkenness, and times of theft
would be times of “peril” for God’s cause and
God’s people. But here we find, as a mark of
such times, a lack of thankfulness! Similarly,
in Romans 1 and in giving us a picture of the
filthy avenues the Gentiles took away from
God, it is in sum stated as their not liking “to
retain God in their knowledge” (Rom. 1:28).
If they do not desire even to think of God,
they will most certainly not be thankful to
God!
In teaching concerning true Christianity as
it is seen in life, we need always to stress the
spirit of thankfulness. We think of our own
times, and how too few people of our day seem
to want to look upward toward God. We indeed can become like the beast, in that we will
take our daily food, along with all other benefits the Almighty provides, and never even
consider the source of it. The Lord’s model
prayer point is so fine here: “Give us this day
our daily bread” (Mat. 6:11). We should be so
thankful, and for so many things, that we immediately know that it is beyond our ability to
number them. We should teach our children
the same. As stated, we do fear that we are living in a world now so unthankful. The lack of
a spirit of thanksgiving will always be present
when the times are such that men are “lovers
of pleasure more than lovers of God” (2 Tim.
3:4). To be properly thankful, the priorities of
life must be in order.
For effect, notice these passages:
(1) Eph. 5:20—Give thanks always for all
things.

(2) Phi. 4:6—In everything by prayer, supplication with thanksgiving.
(3) 1 Tim. 4:3-4—Receive our table items
with thanksgiving.
(4) Col. 2:7—Abound in the faith with
thanksgiving.
(5) 1 Tim. 2:1—For all men, prayers, etc.
with thanksgiving.
(6) 2 Cor. 9:12—Benevolent work, causing
many thanksgivings to be made.
And, these only touch the hem of the garment, when it comes to the spirit of thanksgiving to be in the heart of God’s child, and
we note that in faithful service rendered to
others, there is the occasioning of thanksgiving on the part of others. How much of the
Bible is devoted to the matter of offering of
thanks!
It is probably true, everywhere the saints
meet, that so many men who lead prayer begin with, “we thank thee.” One once criticized
this, stating that we are saying the same thing
over and over again. I would be most reluctant
to offer any criticism, because I think the person offering the prayer begins with the proper
frame of mind: Thanksgiving! I also would be
reluctant because I note in John 11, when Jesus began to pray, in appreciation of the power wherein Lazarus was raised from the dead,
He said, “Father, I thank thee” (11:41).That
is completely satisfying to me!
The spirit of thankfulness does not abound,
we fear, in our world. It never does when men
turn away from spirituality. But it will be, and
it must be, within the saints of God! They
wish to abide by all things taught of God, and
they wish to heed this: “be ye thankful!”
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Cary Parks
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Pam Busch in the death of her mother,
Miley Herbert, on November 6. Please
keep Pam, Bill, Tim, and the rest of the
family in your prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
p.m., in the zone room.
November 15
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
November 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 p.m., in room 1.
November 17
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m.
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Judging and Judgment
Ken Chumbley

The headline in an Associated Press report stated, “Judging Error Gave Hamm His
Gold.” The article began, “Paul Hamm’s gold
medal just lost its luster. A scoring mistake at
the all-around gymnastics final cost South Korea’s Yang Tae-young the gold that ended up
going to Hamm, the International Gymnastics Federation ruled Saturday. Yang got the
bronze instead.” It was an error of just onetenth of a point but it was sufficient to make
the difference between a bronze and a gold
medal for the South Korean. Unfortunately,
the South Korean officials did not realize what
had happened in time for them to lodge an
appeal. The following was stated at the conclusion of the article, “ ‘Judges can make mistakes. That’s human,’ federation spokesman
Phillipe Silacci said Friday. ‘But it’s like football. They cannot change the score once the
game is over.’ ”
Yes, mistakes can happen when human

beings are involved in judgment. However,
that does not mean that we are never to make
a judgment because we might make a mistake. Occasionally, in our legal system, a mistake is made and someone is wrongly convicted, but that does not mean we should scrape
the whole legal system. Sometimes, people
will quote the words of Jesus, “Judge not, that
ye be not judged” (Mat. 7:1), and then say
we should not judge anyone. However, they
fail to take into account the context of Jesus’
words. (Remember, “a text without a context
is a pretext”). In verses 5 and 6 Jesus states:
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy
brother’s eye. Give not that which is holy
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls
before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend
you.

Here Jesus states that there is a prerequisite
before one can judge another. Also, the sixth
verse shows clearly that a judgment must be
made. One has to judge who are the “dogs”
and the “swine” to be able to carry out the
Lord’s instruction. John’s Gospel records these
words of the Lord, “Judge not according to the
appearance, but judge righteous judgment”
(John 7:24). Yes, humans can err in judgment, but that does not mean we are never
to judge. Rather we are to be careful when we
do judge and always seek to render “righteous
judgment.” Sometime, our judgment may not
be accurate, like the judges at the Olympics,
but we should always seek to be careful in our
judgments of others.
However, when it comes to the Lord, we can
be assured that there will be no mistakes at the
Judgment. Remember when God was about

If one can be saved without faith, why did
Paul say it was impossible to please God without it (Heb. 11:6)?
If God promised to give faith when we
ask for it, why are we told that faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God
(Rom. 10:17)?
If “faith alone” is a wholesome doctrine
and very full of comfort, why did James say
that faith without works is dead (Jam. 2:26)?
If God has promised to save men regardless of the kind of faith they have, why did
Paul make it so plain that there is “one faith”
(Eph. 4:4-6)?
If the Lord will save without baptism, why
did He command it (Acts 10:48)?

to bring judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah what Abraham said, “Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25). We
can rest assured at the great judgment when
we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ
(2 Cor. 5:10) and when all who have ever lived
will be separated, some on His right hand and
others on the left (Mat. 25:31-46), not a one
will be placed on the right when he should be
on the left nor on the left when he should be
on the right but all will receive righteous judgment. Some will go away into everlasting punishment and others into life eternal, but there
will be no mistakes. We need to make preparation so when that judgment day comes, we
shall be able to hear those words, “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant…enter thou
into the joy of thy lord” (25:21, 23).
Belvedere, SC

If

If the Lord has promised us salvation without baptism, why did Peter say that it saves
(1 Pet. 3:21)?
If sprinkling and pouring are scriptural
baptisms, why did Paul say there is one baptism (Eph. 4:4-6) and that it is a burial (Rom.
6:4; Col. 2:11-12)?
If we can receive remission of sins without
baptism, why did Peter say baptism is for the
remission of sins” (Acts 2:38)?
If we can get into Christ without baptism,
why did Paul say we are baptized into His body
(1 Cor. 12:13)? Remember, the body and the
church, are the same thing (Col. 1:18).
If we can be born again of the Spirit only,
why did Christ say to be born of water and the

		
		

Spirit (John 3:3-5)?
If infant baptism is scriptural, why did
Christ command to baptize those who believe
(Mark 16:15-16)? Remember, infants cannot
believe.
If infants are sinners, why did Christ teach
that we must become like them to be saved
(Mat. 18:3)?
If God has promised salvation outside of
the church, why did Christ die for it (Acts
20:28; Eph. 5:25-27)?
If the church has nothing to do about our
salvation, why did the Lord add us to the
church (Acts 2:47)?

If men have the right to make laws and put
them in the church, why did Christ say He
had all authority (Mat. 28:18-20)?
Author Unknown’

2011 Bellview Lectures Book
Moral Issues We Face

There are less than 30 copies of this book
available for purchase. To order your copy
fill out the order form and mail the form
along with payment to Bellview Church
of Christ. Order your copy now!

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form

Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Moral Issues We Face (2011) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2014) (PDF format) @ $37.50
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		 Postage/Handling ($3.50 per Book):
_________
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Charles Williams
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Cary Parks
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Mary Cunningham who
passed away on November 11. Please
keep Dale and his family in your prayers.
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Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
p.m., in the zone room.
November 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
November 30
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, evening service at 12:30
p.m.

“The best way to remember
people is in prayer!”
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Noah, the “Legalist”
Dub McClish

When theological liberals (brethren or otherwise) want to cast the strongest possible aspersion on one who still believes God said
what He meant and meant what He said in
the Bible, they call him a “legalist.” Understanding the true meaning of this term, God’s
faithful servants accept this term as a compliment. Its primary meaning is one who believes
in “strict adherence to the law.” The hurler of
this term thereby implies his own disregard for
the Bible. Liberals imagine they can read between the lines for the “true meaning,” regardless of its words. They also look upon the Bible
as a “living,” rather than a “once for all delivered” message from God, and that men are to
“interpret” it according to current mores, philosophies, and conditions (Compare this attitude toward the Bible with the attitude of political liberals toward the U.S. Constitution?).
In the view of theological liberals, every
Bible character who carefully followed God’s

commands was a “legalist.” That being so, it
follows that every Bible character who disobeyed God (disregarded His law) was a liberal. In fact, the essence of liberalism in religion is “freedom from tradition and authority
in matters of belief.”
Let us consider Noah, the famous builder of the ark that saved a remnant (indeed
all) of mankind from the great flood. Genesis 6:5 tells us that men had become so consummately wicked that God could no longer
tolerate their existence. However, Noah was
the exception, and God looked down upon
him with grace or favor (6:8). Moses stated
the basis of God’s grace toward Noah: “Noah
was a righteous man, and perfect in his generations: Noah walked with God” (6:9). God
was obviously pleased with Noah before he
built the ark. Just as obviously, we learn here
that God’s grace toward Noah was conditional, based upon his obedience. If grace were

unconditional, then God would have spared
all of that wicked generation—liberals all.
God specified the ark’s materials (gopher wood and pitch), dimensions (300 x 50
x 30 cubits), and layout (1 window, 1 door,
3 floors, various rooms) (6:14-16). Moses described Noah’s response to these specifications: “Thus did Noah; according to all that
God commanded him, so did he” (6:22). God
was also obviously pleased with Noah after
he built the ark. According to liberals, Noah
was therefore a dyed-in-the-wool legalist. Let
us suppose Noah decided to build the ark 51

cubits wide and 250 cubits long. Had he been
a liberal, he would have done so without a second thought. Would he have continued to be
in God’s grace?
Noah built the ark “by faith” (Heb. 11:7),
which God’s Word produces (Rom. 10:17).
He did not “read between the lines”; he read—
and obeyed—only what God ordered “in the
lines” that God revealed to him.
What have we learned from Noah’s behavior and God’s response?
1. God was definitely pleased with Noah’s
obedience to His commands.
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2. By definition, Noah was thereby definitely a “legalist” in the best meaning
of the term, not a “liberal.”
3. God approves of “legalists” and “legalism” that represents “strict adherence”
to His law.
4. God rejects liberals and liberalism that
urges “freedom from tradition and authority in matters of belief.”
Denton, TX
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Observance of the
Lord’s Supper

It is observed “in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:24).
It is observed “decently and in order”
(1 Cor. 14:40).
It is observed in remembrance of
Christ’s sacrifice (Luke 22:19).
It is observed in anticipation of
Christ’s return (1 Cor. 11:26).
It is observed on the first day of each
week (Acts 20:7).
It is observed upon self-examination
(1 Cor. 11:28).
It is observed to proclaim Christ as
the savior of men (1 Cor. 11:26).
Author Unknown

Thanksgiving
Stanley D. Crews

		
		

In our nation this coming Thursday will
be observed as the annual Thanksgiving holiday. In many families, this will mean a day
off from work, a short vacation from school,
a time for family visiting, and a festive meal.
These things are all good if truly appreciated
and if done with proper respect for the Lord.
However, may we as Christians never limit
our “thanksgiving” to one special day of the
year! Let us ever remember Scriptures such as
Philippians 4:6-7, 1 Timothy 4:3-5, Colossians 3:17, and others on the subject. Someone
has defined thanksgiving as “an acknowledging and confessing with gladness, the benefits
and mercies, which God bestows either upon

ourselves or others.” Certainly this is a matter
we cannot limit to one day per year!
How do you express your thanksgiving? By
doing all you possibly can to further the cause
of the Lord or by seeing how much work you
can avoid? By attending all the regular and
special services and activities of the church or
by missing most of them? By giving “until it
hurts” based on your prosperity, or by giving
from habit without any thought of what the
Bible teaches on the subject?
Let us examine ourselves and make certain
that we are truly thankful to Him who gave so
much for us.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Charles Williams (Specialty Center)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)

Please Remember
November 30
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, evening service at 12:30
p.m.

Visitation Groups

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

There will be no Visitation Group gettogethers in December. The visitation
cards will be handed out by the Group
leaders.
“The greatest use of life is to spend it
for something that will outlast it” (William James). Think big! Remember:
you are made in the image of the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe, and
the builder, head, and savior of the
church promised to be “with you alway,
even unto the end of the world” (Mat.
28:20). Shrink not from great and noble deeds—there is more to you than
meets the eye! God bless.
Tim Smith
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That Time of Year Again
Andy McClish

Undoubtedly, during this holiday season
more people (in our culture, at least) will be
thinking and talking about the birth of Jesus than at any other time of the year. We see
the effect of this phenomenon in various marketing and advertising campaigns, music that
is played on popular radio stations, greeting
cards, and slogans such as “Jesus is the reason
for the season.”
The birth of Christ is certainly among the
most important (supernatural) events in the
overall history of the world. It was/is a cause
for great joy—something which God saw fit
to have recorded in His Word. It signaled the
implementation and the culmination of His
Scheme of Redemption, the gift of complete
forgiveness, available to all mankind. However, as important as the birth of the Son of God
is, it pales in comparison to His death and resurrection. Christ’s birth was simply the means
God chose to bring His Son into this world.

His birth was not (as is true with us) the beginning of His existence (John 1:1-2, 14),
but His death and resurrection are the events
without which we would all be condemned to
eternal torment.
The Scriptures authorize and obligate us, in
very specific language, to have a special, religious observance to commemorate the death
of Jesus (every first day of the week—Acts
20:7; 1 Cor. 11:26). The Scriptures are completely silent, however, with regard to any special commemoration of His birth. We are not
even told when it occurred.
Lest the point of this article be misunderstood, there is nothing wrong with Christians participating in the secular traditions
surrounding “Christmas” that have evolved
in this country. It is no different, in principle, from observing various traditions that we
associate with Independence Day (e.g., fireworks and cookouts). It is good for families

and friends to come together, exchange gifts,
and share a special meal, and no Scriptural
principles are violated by these practices.
However, we need to be careful that we do
not give anyone the wrong impression about
what we are doing when we celebrate “Christmas.” False teaching is just as wrong on this
subject as it is on any other. To put it another way, it is a mistake to do anything that
leaves the impression that we attach any religious significance to this time of year. We simply have no Scriptural authority to do so (just
as we have no authority for attaching any religious significance to the holiday known as
“Easter”). Christmas is not a celebration of

the birth of Christ, and we are not authorized
to think or speak of it in such a way. Jesus is
not “the reason for the season.” He is the reason for our joy and hope, every single day of
the year.
Marietta, GA
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“Preach the Preaching I Bid Thee”
B.C. Goodpasture

God does not commission men to preach
without telling them what to say. He does
not leave them free to select anything which
a passing whim might suggest. Men, in light
of their own limited wisdom, are incapable of
formulating a system of dependable teaching.
“O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is
not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). Man, apart from
the leadership of Divine revelation, have ever
gone farther and farther into the meshes of sin
and paganism.
When the Lord sent Jonah, the son of Ammitai, to Nineveh, He commanded him to
“preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee”
(Jon. 3:2). The prophet was not left to his own
will and resources to originate a message for
the Ninevites. His instructions were specific.
The Lord did not, in a general, indefinite way,

tell him to “preach” to Nineveh. Rather, He
said specifically, “preach…the preaching that
I bid thee.” Jonah was limited to what God
said. He could not add; he could not subtract;
he could not devitalize his message by “toning
it down.” He must thunder into the ears of
the Ninevites the severe and startling message,
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jon. 3:4). This very thing he did on
reaching “that great city.” His preaching produced results.
The messengers of God, whether human
or Divine, or both, have always been limited
to the will of God. They have had, and have,
freedom to speak only within the will of God.
Of Jesus it was written, “Then said I, Lo, I am
come (In the roll of the book it is written of
me) To do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10:7). Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing:

		
		

as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of
the Father which hath sent me” (John 5:30).
Again, “My doctrine is not mine, but his that
sent me” (7:16). “As my Father hath taught
me, I speak these things” (8:28). “I have not
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent
me, he gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should speak” (12:49).
If God will not permit apostle, or angel, or
the Holy Spirit, or even His own Son to depart from the message He has authorized, it
certainly should not be difficult for us to understand that we are not allowed the freedom

of setting aside or of perverting the Gospel of
Christ. God has commissioned us to preach
the Gospel, and we are not at liberty to preach
anything else. We cannot mutilate the Gospel, except at the peril of our own souls and of
those who hear.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Charles Williams (Specialty Center)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s
brother-in-law)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
p.m., in the zone room.

Visitation Groups

There will be no Visitation Group gettogethers in December. The visitation
cards will be handed out by the Group
leaders.
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Spikenard

Spikenard, which grows in India, was
used to make a sweet-smelling ointment. It was imported to Israel in Bible times in sealed alabaster jars to preserve the perfume. The Bible tells that
this was the costly gift that Mary lavished on Jesus (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 88).
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Restoring Your Life
Roelf L. Ruffner

“And I will restore to you the years that the
locust hath eaten” (Joel 2:25).
We have all met people who made tragic
mistakes in their lives and suffered the consequences: shattered marriages, disease ridden
bodies, imprisonment, estrangement from
family, etc. I believe the saddest predicament
involves Christians who have fallen away from
the faith and then returned to the fold. Because of weakness and neglect they were lured
away from the truth by this world and its allurements. When they finally are spiritually awakened and return all they see is a shattered past and an uncertain future. “And he
would fain have filled his belly with the husks
that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto
him” (Luke 15:16). But the Bible sees things
differently.
For example there was the abominable
50-year reign of King Manasseh of Judah.
Manasseh’s noble lineage did not stop him

from becoming the most vile king the kingdom of Judah ever had.
Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem
from one end to another; beside his sin
wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the sight of the
Lord (2 Kin. 21:16).
Yet, a remarkable thing happened to this
wicked king. He was taken captive and imprisoned by the Assyrian Empire. While in
prison he humbled himself and prayed to
God. God restored him to his throne—“Then
Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God”
(2 Chr. 33:13). Manasseh spent the rest of his
reign attempting to right a lifetime of wrong,
a near impossible task, but he tried. His son
Amon only reigned two years because of his
own wickedness. But Manasseh’s grandson,
Josiah, was the last righteous king of Judah
and took up the task of restoration, perhaps

inspired by his grandfather, for the next thirty-one years.
Perhaps the one Christian in the New Testament who had the greatest regret in his life
was the apostle Paul. Saul of Tarsus had been
a fiery zealot for the Law of Moses, the traditions of his fathers, and persecutor of the
church of Christ.
I am verily a man which am a Jew, born
in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up
in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and
taught according to the perfect manner
of the law of the fathers, and was zealous
toward God, as ye all are this day (Acts
22:3).
When he met the risen Messiah on the
road to Damascus his life changed dramatically. Three days later he was no longer Saul
the persecutor but Saul/Paul the Christian (cf.
Acts 22:16).
How did he manage it? First of all, he acknowledged his past sins. “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief ” (1 Tim. 1:15). Second, he
put his past in its proper place—behind him.

Yea doubtless, and I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I may win
Christ (Phi. 3:8).
Finally, he moved on from his past to the
goal of eternal life.
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus (Phi. 3:13-14).
Dear reader, only the Gospel of Jesus
Christ can turn a sinner into a saint. “Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord”
(Acts 3:19). Then by trust in God’s providence
your life can be mended and restored. However many the pieces there are the Lord “will
restore to you the years that the locust hath
eaten” (Joel 2:25).
Columbia, TN

Repentance and Forgiveness
Tim Smith

“I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). “And the
times of this ignorance God winked at; but
now commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 17:30-31). “The goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance?” (Rom. 2:4). The
New Testament has much to say about repentance and forgiveness. In fact, both Testaments
are clear on this: no one may receive forgiveness

without repentance.
The very idea of forgiveness without repentance is ludicrous. I mean, think about it: is it
not saying to God, “I wish to be forgiven for
what I am doing while I continue to do it”?
Should we not be saying, “I am very sorry for
what I have done, it is wrong, and I acknowledge that and seek forgiveness for what I
used to do but do no longer”?

		
		

To continue in sin and seek simultaneous
forgiveness is like a drunk praying, even as he
puts the bottle to his lips, for sobriety; or the
drug addict asking for a clean system with the
syringe in his arm; or the suicidal man praying, as he depresses the trigger with the barrel pressed tightly against his temple, that the
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bullet will miss?
We know that John was correct when he, by
inspiration of the Spirit of God, wrote:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness (1 John 1:8-9).
If you are walking in sin—any sin— (1) as
a child of God, confess that sin, repent of it,
and ask for forgiveness; (2) as an alien (i.e., not
a child of God), believe the truth, repent, confess faith in Jesus, and be baptized (1 Pet. 3:21)
Dothan, AL
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What about Christmas?
David P. Brown

The denominational world has long celebrated December 25 as the birthday of
Christ. Does the New Testament authorize
said celebration? The observance of Christmas as herein noted is not of New Testament
origin. The New Testament and secular history are silent regarding the day of Christ’s
birth. For the first three centuries the “apostolic fathers” do not mention the special observance of the birth of Christ.
The origin of Christmas as a holy day to
celebrate the birth of Christ originated during the time of the great falling away from the
true Gospel. As is indicated in the first paragraph, said “holy day” was not conceived and
instituted “overnight.” Without reviewing the
history of the development of Christmas, suffice it to say that with the coming forth of
the Roman Catholic Church out of the great
apostasy, Christmas (Christ’s Mass) with all of
its attendant celebrations came into its own.

When the Protestant Reformation of the Roman Catholic Church brought forth the other denominational churches that are with us
to this day, said churches embraced and carried with them the celebration of Christmas
as heretofore defined.
Faithful Christians know that they are to
have Biblical authority for whatever they believe and practice (Col. 3:17). There is no
Biblical authority to celebrate Christmas as
aforementioned. Hence, to do so is to sin
(1 John 3:4; 2 John 9-11; 1 Cor. 4:6—ASV).
May Christians today have anything at all
to do with Christmas as we know it today? It
is obvious today that Christmas is as much
if not more of a national holiday as any observed in the U.S. It is by no means strictly
observed by many as the birthday of Christ.
Holiday comes from the words “holy day.”
We even call “July 4” a holiday. If we can understand how holiday no longer carries with

it the meaning of a “holy day” that is foreign
to the Bible and that originated with the Roman Catholic Church, then we should be
able to understand that there is a way to enjoy Christmas without observing it as the denominations do.
For those who think it is wrong to have
any kind of connection with Christmas today lest someone think that they are observing Christmas as Christ’s birthday, let them
be consistent and not take December 25 off
from work; not allow their children their
time out of school; not have “Christmas dinner” with their family and never under any

circumstances employ the word “holiday” (remember “holiday” derives from “holy day”)
in reference to Christmas or any other er, ah,
umm—holiday(?). Brethren, even the atheist
enjoys the Christmas holiday season. Do you
think he celebrates it as Christ’s birthday?
It should be obvious to all that today
Christmas may be enjoyed as a national holiday and not only a religious holiday; and, that
many of the decorations that are connected
with Christmas no longer have a religious
significance. “Nativity scenes” and such like
decorations have no place in the Christian’s
involvement in Christmas for they explicitly
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and implicitly are considered to be indicative of one who observes December 25 and
the birthday of Christ. We fail to see how a
“Christmas tree” falls into the same category
as a nativity scene because it no longer carries
the same message to everyone today that it
once did. One might as well say it is wrong to
call the first day of the week Sunday because
it originally was the sacred day of the Sun as
to refuse to observe Christmas as a national
holiday because Christmas originally meant
Christ’s Mass.
If, however, some due to their conscience,
cannot have anything to do with the “Christmas season” as we have come to know it today, then we simply ask of them to be completely consistent and to absolutely cease and
desist from anything today that in any form
or fashion has the remotest connection in the
past with false religion, i.e. Monday, sacred
day of the moon; Wednesday, “Woden’s Day”
(Woden was one of the idols of mythology);
Thursday, the day of the war god, Thor; and
Saturday for Saturn, the ancient god of seed
sowing. Mistletoe was a part of the worship
of the ancient Druids in England. Does the
use of Mistletoe as a “Christmas decoration”
mean that the use of such as decoration is upholding the pagan worship of the Druids today? O, Consistency! Thou art a jewel.
Spring, TX
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What Do You Read?

They read the Journal and the News,
The Green Book and the Red;
They kept the serials of the month
securely in their head.
They sent through books both old and new
—best sellers, too, they thought;
They read the jokes and scanned the styles
—no item went for nought.
They read the sporting page—they
called each athlete by name;
They read of baseball, football, golf
—familiar with each game.
They looked the funnypaper through
they watched the mails to seize
The magazine they like the best,
whose columns did most please.
But in their home there was a Book,
with pages never turned,
Whose messages of truth and hope
were still by them unlearned—
The only Book that tells of Him who
came that we might know
The truth that saves and comforts
us in this vile world below.
What a pity that they do not know
this man of Galilee!
How sad they do not seek for things
of immortality!
But, no, they read and laugh and cry
o’er stories of the house,
And let the Book, dust-covered lie—
upopened in its power!
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Ray Foshee
Marge Williams
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Charles Williams
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s
brother-in-law)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
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Tolerance—Family, Nation, Church
Johnny Oxendine

The idea of tolerance is noble in the best of
times. The word originally meant “the ability
to bear pain,” but now carries forward the notion of enduring (bearing with) the existence
of opinions or behavior that one does not
necessarily agree with. This has allowed people to come here (the United States) and start
new lives regardless of their past or earlier circumstances. The colonies eventually saw the
need for tolerance of beliefs for immigrants.
However, tolerance today is taking on dimensions that could not have been anticipated
by those who screamed so vehemently for the
acceptance of “new ideas” 50 years ago. Now
we have the clarion call for tolerance with respect to what constitutes/defines a family. In
the Bible, God gave us the model for the family in the early chapters of Genesis. When
He made man and then created woman, He
set in motion the nucleus for the first family. The kernel of the family as God originally

created it consisted of a man, a woman, and
their children. Now with the same-sex marriage proponents there is a major push to redefine what a family is (or should) be. These
“haters of God” want not only the “right” to
sin; they want to eliminate the idea of sin. To
eliminate the idea of sin, they must remove
God’s influence.
For this cause God gave them up unto
vile affections: for even their women did
change the natural use into that which
is against nature: And likewise also the
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which
is unseemly (Rom. 1:26-27).
If one is not tolerant of sin, he might be labeled a bigot, or worse. One is ostracized because of standing for what is right. These people defiantly want to rid the nation of God’s
standards.

An ironic twist to this situation is revealed
in the way that our nation is being asked to be
tolerant of those (a religion) whose ultimate
aim could be to destroy us—if a certain reading of their “holy book” is correct. This book
denounces any not agreeing with or following
the dictates of their “messenger.” We are all
heathen (infidels) in their sight. Various attempts are being made throughout the country to use our Constitution to worm their
way into the innermost areas of our society—
schools only for their people, dress codes, and
neighborhood laws that strip away some of
our basic human (and civil) rights if we remain nonchalant, our nation will implode.
Tolerance is also a hydra in the church. It
has been eating away at the very foundations
established by God’s Word through a mendacious offensive that allows (tells) people to accept that we must have unity rather than discord or division. This tolerance finds rebuke
offensive. This tolerance finds “contending
for the faith” offensive. This tolerance does
not want anyone to oppose associations with
false teachers (how similar to the same-sex

supporters) because that will cause discord.
Examples of this can be seen in making no
distinctions between brethren who fellowship
with liberals and false teachers one week, as
long as they show up at their summer camp
the next. The smell of this “movement” reminds me of rancid meat.
Even more disturbing is the reluctance
even to attempt to point out sin in the brotherhood by these people any more. Oh, they
will address sin in the world, but it is mostly a big cheerleading session. It seems pretty
clear that a lot of the New Testament epistles dealt with false teaching and false teachers, but these people cannot garner the nerve
to withstand one to the face because it would
simply reveal an already putrid hypocrisy.
San Mateo, CA
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Six Things Most Needed in the Church
Gus Nichols

1. The conversion of the members. The
new birth consists of more than baptism.
One has to be born of the Spirit and the water. Those of us who have been baptized must
have been led to believe in Jesus Christ as the
Son of God and the Lord of our life. So many
Christians seem to take a casual approach to
Christianity. Conversion is in reality a matter
of surrender of one’s life and commitment to
Jesus Christ as the Lord of ourselves.

2. Regular Attendance. Yes, it takes more
than attendance to be a Christian but there
is no way to be a Christian and develop the
Christ-like life without regular worship and
Bible study.
3. Sanctification. There must be a clearcut distinction between Christians and the
world. The meshing of the church with the
world is one of the greatest problems facing
the 21th century.

		
		

4. Liberality. The Lord’s people are learning more and more about sacrifice and generosity. For the first time in our modern history,
churches are planning big things in the name
of the Lord. It is not special contributions
that will make the church liberal givers in the
long run. But it is the commitment of regular, weekly, giving-as-prospered contributions
that the church needs to develop liberality.
5. Unity. Many congregations are marred
by schism, faction, and disharmony. The
church must believe the same thing and work
for the same goals. The work of the church
must be so challenging that they require the

unity of all to succeed.
6. Informed leadership. Leaders must be
first of all committed to what the Bible says.
Leaders must also know the people. They need
to know how to lead and where to go. It is not
so much “who’s getting to run the church” as
it is seeking to give preeminence to God.
Deceased

Bellview Church of Christ Website

The site offers a vast amount of resources for
your personal edification. Why not check it
out at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Cary Parks
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Dot Lambert
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s
brother-in-law)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Dot Dodd in the death of her sister-inlaw, Connie Koise, on December 19.
Please keep Dot and her family in your
prayers.
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Resolute
Brad Green

This time of year, many begin looking ahead
with excitement to the coming of a new year.
Lists are being compiled of things that individuals are just determined to see through in
2015. These “New Year’s Resolutions” are usually things that people have wanted to do in
the past but have not gotten around to—yet.
Making goals for one’s self is good and needed. However, at this time of year, it is equally
important (but sorely neglected) to examine
the things which we are doing right and be
resolute to continue in them. Many times this
goes undone because we are too busy thinking
about those things we have yet to begin. Resolutions for the future are fine, but standing
firm on that in which we are already succeeding is just as, if not more, important. As resolutions are being made for the coming year, let
us be equally excited and resolved to continue
doing that which is right.
Let us remain resolute in our faithfulness

and obedience to God. No one enters a new
year thinking that he will fall from grace, but
since apostasy is possible (Gal. 5:4), we must
be resolved to remain “stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not
in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Many will
spend so much time and effort on new things
in the new year that they will lose footing
in the “old paths.” We must be resolute for,
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways,
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find
rest for your souls” (Jer. 6:16).
Let us remain resolute in our defense of the
Gospel. God’s Word is attacked daily. God’s
plan to save man and God’s edicts regarding
worship are under assault. We must resolve
to “earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3).
The Gospel is the power of God, which leads
man to salvation (Rom. 1:16-17; 2 The. 2:14).

Without hearing the Gospel, man cannot produce faith (Rom. 10:17) and therefore, cannot be pleasing to God (Heb. 11:6). Sadly,
there are men who try to pervert the Gospel
(Acts 13:8-10; Gal. 1:7) and a perverted Gospel cannot save. For this reason, we must be
resolute in our efforts to expose doctrinal error
and promote the pure Gospel of Christ.
Let us remain resolute as we labor “to seek
and to save” those who are lost (Luke 19:10).
Jesus says, “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark
16:15-16). Every Christian should be diligently trying to share the Gospel with as many
people as possible. It is not always easy. As we
resolve to teach the Truth, millions of souls are
resolving to do everything but “hear” (Rom.
10:17). However, there is “good ground” still
waiting to be sown the seed of God’s Word.
In one of His parables, Jesus states, “the good
ground are they, which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and
bring forth fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15).
As we enthusiastically look forward to
the start of a brand new year, let us not forget to remain resolute in our “work of faith,

and labour of love, and patience of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 The. 1:3). Resolve
to be and do better, but be just as determined
to continue to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1).
Lenoir City, TN

Three Wishes

I wish I had a telescope
To scan the starry skies;
But since I have no telescope
I’m glad I have two eyes.
I wish I had a kitchen run
By push-button commands;
But while the kitchen’s still a dream
I’m glad I have two hands.
I wish I had a super car
To give my friends a treat;
But till that new car comes along,
I’m glad I have two feet.
Two eyes to look to God above,
Two hands to clasp in prayer,
Two feet to carry me to church—
Why, I’m a millionaire!
Author Unknown

The First Item on Your Budget!!

Where does the Lord come in your budget?
First, second, third, or last? Many people are
honestly seeking a plan which they may give
to the Lord with confidence that the amount
they are giving is acceptable. May we suggest
some practical ideas which we believe will
help?
1. This principle must be understood and

believed: “But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you” (Mat.
6:33).
2. The Lord does require a plan. “Let each
man do according as he hath purposed in
his heart” (2 Cor. 9:7—ASV).
3. Decide on a definite percentage. Do this
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4. Set aside the amount every time you get
paid. The Lord comes first.
5. Give it every Lord’s Day! If prospered anything, the Lord must receive something
(2 Cor. 16:2).
6. If sick or out of town and you have been
prospered, give that same percentage at
your home congregation when you return,
or mail it in. You have still been prospered
and the work of the church must still be
carried on. “For every man shall bear his
own burden.” (Gal. 6:5).

7. Stick to it no matter what emergency arises. The Lord will not let you be without the
necessities of life (Psa. 37:5-28).
You will never know the blessings derived
from giving until you give liberally! Where
does the Lord come in your own budget?
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Cary Parks (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Debbie Dawson (Scared Heart
Hospital)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s
brother-in-law)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
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