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Emphasis on Money
Dub McClish

Sometimes the complaint is registered that
“the church emphasizes money too much.” A
preacher friend once told me of hearing this
complaint from a family where he preached.
The circumstances behind the complaint were
that they seldom (about once a year) attended
worship assemblies and the time they decided
to come happened to be on a Sunday on which
he preached on “giving.” They went away saying, “All he ever preaches on is money!”
What about this complaint? Is money emphasized too much in the pulpit, classroom,
church bulletin, and in other ways in most
congregations? I doubt it seriously from my
own observations and experiences. Money
may be emphasized in the wrong way in the
church sometimes, for, after all, preachers and
teachers are human and do make occasional mistakes. My personal opinion is that instead of emphasizing money too much in the
church, the opposite is more nearly true—it is

not emphasized enough.
An impressive list of reasons demands a
proper, strong, and Scriptural emphasis on the
proper use of the money God has entrusted to
us. Consider the following:
1. The proper use of money is a major
theme of the Bible. One cannot read the Bible very long without reading about covetousness, theft, honesty, helping the helpless, etc.
Neither can one preach the “whole counsel of
God” without preaching some on this subject. I doubt not the claim that there are many
more passages dealing directly with the proper
use of one’s money than with baptism.
2. We are commanded to emphasize the
proper use of money. This could be illustrated from several passages, but none is clearer
than 1 Timothy 6:17-19: “Charge them that
are rich in this present world, that they be not
highminded, nor have their hope set on the
uncertainty of riches.”

3. It takes money to preach and distribute
the Gospel, to help the helpless, and to build
up the church, even more so now than in the
first century.
4. Some Christians are yet untaught or unconvinced of the seriousness of the matter
of their accountability to God for the use of

money. All need to know that “covetousness,
which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5) and that “God
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7).
Have you ever heard anyone who is giving
generously to the Lord’s work complain about
too much emphasis on money? I doubt it!
Denton, TX

Plan Ahead
Ken Chumbley

Some time ago, I saw on a bulletin board
the following statement: “Plan ahead. When
Noah started to build the ark, it hadn’t even
started to rain!”
There is significance to that statement in
at least two different ways, one of which was
probably not in the mind of the individual
who originally came up with the statement.
When God first commanded Noah to build
the ark, there is no evidence that it had ever
even rained before; in fact, the indications
are that it had never rained. The second way,
the one we would probably think of first is
that when God commanded Noah to build
the ark, it was not raining and did not until
the ark was completed according to God’s design. Indeed, that rain did not come for approximately 100 years while the ark was being
prepared and Noah was preaching (Gen. 6,
7; 1 Pet. 3:19-21). That length of time would
also indicate that the first way is correct, that
it had never rained.
Now, let us think about this. Noah had not
seen rain, yet God had told him He would
bring a flood of waters upon the earth. Where
would all that water come from? I am sure that
from where Noah stood he would have looked

around and not been able to see where such a
vast amount of water would come from, but
Noah did not hesitate. Indeed, he “planned
ahead” as he set out on the task of building the
ark according to the pattern that God had given unto him. We know also that he believed
what God had told him, and, as a “preacher
of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5), he pleaded with
the people of his day to turn from their wickedness. We know that only eight souls were
saved (1 Pet. 3:20) and that they were just
his one family. However, Noah did not flinch
at the magnitude of his task in building the
ark and preaching to the people to repent but
went about faithfully doing the Lord’s will.
Truly, he planned ahead and he did so because
of his faith in God and his trust in His promises (Heb. 11:7).
Are we planning ahead? God has forewarned us of a judgment to come (Acts 24:25;
Mat. 24:31-36; 2 The. 1:7-10; etc.). He has
also granted us a way of salvation, as He granted to the wicked in the days of Noah. Noah
had built the ark of safety but only eight entered into the ark and were saved from the
flood that destroyed the earth. God, in providing the way of salvation through Christ,
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God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear...............................Romans 10:17
Believe................................Mark 16:16
Repent............................. Luke 13:3, 5
Confess...................... Romans 10:9-10
Baptism..................................Acts 2:38
Be Faithful............1 Corinthians 15:58
has provided for us an ark of safety. That ark
of safety is the church that our Lord suffered,
bled, and died for—the church which He

purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:28).
Are we planning ahead? When our Lord returns will we be found in the ark of safety, the
Lord’s church? Only those in the ark in the
days of Noah were saved from the destruction
of the flood. Only those who are in the ark of
safety, the blood-bought church of Christ, will
be saved from the judgment that is to come.
Do not be caught outside of the ark of safety
when the Lord returns. Respond in obedience
to the Gospel today that you may enter into
the ark of safety.
Belvedere, SC

The Church is a Place of Work
F. F. Conley

The church is charged with three tremendous tasks:
1. The church is charged with the
work of spreading the Gospel (Mat.
28:18-20).
2. The work of benevolence is strongly
called for (Jam. 1:27; Gal. 6:10).
3. The church is to do the work of edification (1 Cor. 14:12).
Look at these eye opening facts of
edification!
Edification can be accomplished in the
Bible School. This is an ideal situation for
learning. The importance of the Bible School
should be constantly stressed. Give special attention to every visitor and new member. Be
enthusiastic. Enthusiasm quickens the pulse
and stirs and arouses the will as it passes from
one to another. Teachers must fully be committed to their task of teaching. No Bible
School teacher should have been invited to

become a part of the teaching program of the
church who fails to attend the services, all the
services.
Edification can be accomplished at our
worship services. That time should be used
wisely by the preacher and the elders. Only
those things that are germane to the cause of
Christ should be presented. It is sad to see the
whole church assembled to hear the Word of
God and the preacher give a book review and
a poem or two and the sheep go away starving
for the Gospel and its saving power.
Deceased
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The Mormon ‘god’ Changes His Mind—Again
Roelf L. Ruffner

I believe that the history of the Church of
Jesus Christ is Latter Day Saints (LDS) is one
of the most fascinating and farcical of any religious group in America. The LDS continues to be a chameleon—ever changing with
the times. Its convoluted devolving message is
swallowed whole by over six million adherents.
A case in point is its triad of nonsense: the
Book of Mormon, the Pearl of Great Price, and
the Doctrine & Covenants (D&C). Contrary
to Mormon mythology, all three are of human
origin and have been edited literally thousands of times. All three are considered “scripture” by the LDS church.
But lately, the Mormon god has changed
his mind. For example, Joseph Smith, Jr., decreed in 1831 that god wanted polygamy. It
was practiced by many Mormons until 1890
when President Wilford Woodruff suddenly
disallowed polygamy. This practice had hindered the territory of Utah from becoming a

state. The church has run from its polygamous
past like a scalded dog. But now in its new
digital edition of the D&C the church tries to
tie that official declaration of the end of polygamy (a “revelation”) with the Book of Mormon which actually teaches that monogamy
is “God’s standard.” Though they would never admit it, their original prophet-seer-revelator, whom they exalt to almost god-like status,
was mistaken in 1831. Actually he was a false
prophet (Deu. 13:1-3), a liar, and a serial fornicator (cf. Mat. 19:9; Rev. 21:8).
Another bone of contention between Mormonism and the world has been the issue of
the ordination of black men to the Melchizedek priesthood. All male members are expected to be members of this priesthood. At the
beginning of the LDS church blacks were allowed in. This changed during the regime of
President Brigham Young. He insisted that
blacks could be members but not priests. This

spiritual segregation continued into the 20th
Century. I remember in the 1970s many black
basketball players would refuse to take part in
any games with Brigham Young University in
Utah because of this prohibition.
Amazingly, in 1978 President Spencer W.
Kimball rescinded this policy, in essence refuting Young’s policy. So one prophet officially
disavowed another prophet! Until recently the
church was as silent as a tomb on this reversal. However, the new digital D&C intimates
that the Book of Mormon always proclaimed
the equality of the races (2 Nephi 26:33) and
Young and his predecessors were wrong. So we
see that for 165 years Mormon officials were
not only wrong but “unscriptural.”
Another source of embarrassment for the
LDS church has been the Pearl of Great Price
(PGP). In 1835 Smith came into possession of
an ancient Egyptian papyrus with hieroglyphic writing on it. Smith had always claimed he
could translate ancient languages, including
the “reformed Egyptian” of the illusive golden
plates of the Book of Mormon. He translated
this papyrus into a fanciful tale by the patriarch Abraham. His translation was presented
to the world as “inspired” and placed in the
Mormon cannon of scripture. But a few years
later scholars figured out this dead language
and translated the papyrus into English. The

2011 Bellview Lectures Book
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Less than 25 copies of this book are available for purchase. Order your copy now!
PGP was not from Abraham but a description
of Egyptian funerary practices. Smith’s translation was a fraud!
The church continues to insist that Smith’s
fictional account was a “direct translation.”
Now, wonder of wonders, in the introduction
to the digitalized PGP it says it was a mere
“inspired translation.” You can slip a proverbial herd of Egyptian camels through the words
“direct” and “inspired.”
I hope the Mormon heresy will continue
to unravel, but as Christians we can learn a
few things from these Mormon missteps:
1. The God-given owner’s manual for humanity, the Holy Bible, has not changed
in 2000 years (cf. Rev. 22:18-19).
2. Religious error begets further error (cf.
2 Tim. 4:3-4).
3. We need to love our Mormon friends
and show them the way out of the darkness they are in (Acts 26:18); to the God
that does not change (cf. Mal. 3:6).
Columbia, TN

“True or False,” Not “Multiple Choice” on Doctrine
Johnny Oxendine

In 2 Peter 2 we find the apostles bringing
news to the brethren that must have been difficult to accept: The fight with false brethren
(teachers/doctrine) would be an ongoing battle. Peter speaks to them with certainty that

this will happen in the future (2:1), just as Jude
(Jude 4) speaks of it happening in the present.
The apostle Paul spoke to the elders in Acts
20 concerning the same matter (20:17-31),
reminding them that he had warned them

about this problem of false teachers (“grievous wolves”) for three years! Brethren, however, are often lax on matters of fellowship with
things that must be either “true” or “false.”
False teaching hurts (weakens) the church, but
many fail to see this. Truth matters!
We commend the various brethren who
will always defend the “Truth.” The “Truth” is
very precious. God’s Word is “Truth.” In the
Bible, things are quite often “true” or “false.”
We want to look at how that difference is not
one to compromise on or be confused by.
Truth appears in the Bible over 200 times.
The word has invariably meant the same with
respect to God’s will and Word: stability, certainty, trustworthiness, and verity. God’s
Word is “stable, certain, trustworthy, and
verifiable.” In Psalm 26:3 we read, “I have
walked in thy truth.” In Psalm 119:151 we
read, “all thy commandments are truth.” Jesus
tells us in John 17:17 that the Word of God
(“thy word”) is Truth. An interesting use of
the word also appears in Galatians 4:16. The
question is asked, have I “become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” Here we see
that the Truth is a dividing line at times, as
Jesus said it would be. Truth is divided from
error and all that is “false.” If a person does
not preach/teach the Truth, then that which is
spoken is “false.” The Scriptures inform us of
this numerous times.
Pseudodutaskalos is the translated Greek
word for “false teacher” in 2 Peter 2:1, a compound word that means “a propagator of erroneous Christian doctrine.” It is not limited
to any particular teaching, as the New testament seems to use it to reference any “false”
teaching that takes place regarding God’s

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

commandments the Scriptures refer to those
who teach error as “false prophets.” The label
is a serious one, as both the Lord and the apostles warn of the harm that they can and will do
to the souls of the faithful.
“Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves” (Mat. 7:15). Galatians 2:4
also speaks to us of false brethren who come
in “unawares.” It is in the following verse that
we see how we are to handle these brethren:
not to give them hupotage (control) for even
an hour! Paul did not allow Peter to reflect a
“false” example to the brethren; he withstood
him to the face. This is the lesson, that any
who teach any other doctrine than that which
is of God shall be accursed (1:8). We are not
interested in pleasing men with the Gospel,
lest we displease God (1:10). Those who water down the commands of God, those who
change the demands of God, and those who
omit the requirements of God are nothing
less (other) than false teachers. Is there really any other way to view it according to the
Scriptures?
In the world, people sometimes do not take
“True” and “False” questions too seriously. In
the Lord’s church, we must always view this
quite differently.
San Mateo, CA

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis
Marilyn Hall
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Charles Smith (Sheila Myrick’s
brother-in-law)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
O.J. Savage (Karen Hatcher’s father)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet at 5:00
p.m., in the zone room.
January 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 5:00 p.m., in room 1.
January 19
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m.

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

BEACON
Vol. XLIV / No. 3
January 19, 2015
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

The Quality of a Good Conscience
Charles Pogue

In the last two verses of Romans 14, Paul
wrote:
Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before
God. Happy is he that condemneth not
himself in that thing which he alloweth.
And he that doubteth is damned if he eat,
because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin (14:22-23).
The quality of a good conscience is of an
importance which cannot be overstated. One
who commits an act which is against his own
conscience, will certainly dwell in misery until
he makes that thing right.
Unto those who are defiled nothing is pure,
so Paul informed Titus. Paul wrote, “but even
their mind and conscience is defiled” (Tit.
1:15). By contrast, Paul once said of himself
that he had lived in all good conscience before God until that day (Acts 23:1). Later, he
stated that he had exercised himself to always
have a conscience void of offense toward God

and men (24:16).
The writer of Hebrews gives us a good description of the good conscience. “Pray for us:
for we trust we have a good conscience, in all
things willing to live honestly” (Heb. 13:18).
The person with a good conscience deals honestly with God, with man, and toward himself.
Even when he does do that which is wrong, he
will, like the men who brought the adulterous woman to Christ, be convicted by his own
conscience (John 8:9). By contrast, those who
have had their consciences seared are hypocritical (1 Tim. 4:2). In addition to the peril
of being condemned before God for departing
from the faith; what a miserable existence it
must be for the person who departs from that
faith in violation of his own conscience! To do
that which is wrong, know it is wrong, and do
it anyway surely haunts and frightens the individual until the conscience is either cleared
or seared. At that point of searing, hope for

restoration dwindles appreciably, and often,
vanishes completely.
Jesus assures us in the Sermon on the
Mount that if we stand faithfully for Him,
we will be reviled and persecuted by men, like
those prophets of old who were persecuted in
their day (Mat. 5:12). Paul affirmed this fact
to Timothy: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”
(2 Tim. 3:12). However, when such persecution is suffered, it is a favorable and thankful
thing. “For this is thankworthy, if a man for
conscience toward God endure grief, suffering
wrongfully” (1 Pet. 2:19).
Sooner or later, those who speak evil of
those who have a good conscience, and who
do well, will be ashamed (3:16). It may not
be until the day of judgment, but the reward
of a good conscience, and the punishment for
an evil conscience, including that punishment
that is self-inflicted by the defiled conscience,
will come someday.
In everything, one must have a good conscience. Included in that is the holding of the
mystery of the faith. “Holding the mystery of
the faith in a pure conscience” (1 Tim. 3:9).
How tragic it is to defend that which is wrong,
or to impugn that which is good, while knowing in one’s heart of hearts that he is wrong!
The student of U.S. history knows that
Abraham Lincoln was a man who was continually under fire. The spurious attacks against
him began during the campaign for president,
and continued throughout his administration.
For instance, over and over again, Lincoln insisted that his greatest concern was to preserve
the union, regardless if that meant freeing or
not freeing the slaves. He would do what was

necessary. He was noted for his paraphrase of
Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:25, about the divided house. In spite of all of the untrue things
which were said about the sixteenth president,
he made this statement:
I desire so to conduct the affairs of this
administration that if at the end, when
I come to lay down the reins of power,
I have lost every friend on earth, I shall
have at least have one friend left, and that
Some things make life pleasant, others make it miserable. The following rules
are not always easy to follow. But they help
me. Maybe they will be of worth to you:
1. Make up your mind to be happy. Find
pleasure in simple things.
2. Make the best of your circumstances.
Everyone has some sorrow. Seek to
make the smiles outnumber the tears.
3. You cannot please everyone. Do not let
your critics run and ruin your life. The
more you accomplish the more resistance you will meet.
4. Do not borrow trouble. Imaginary
problems are heavier than the actual
ones.
5. Hate poisons the soul. Do not cherish
grudges. Avoid people who make you
unhappy.
6. Do not hold post mortems; brooding
over sorrows and mistakes.
7. Do what you can for those less fortunate than yourselves; especially those
who blessed your life.
8. Keep busy. A busy person does not
have time to be unhappy.
Author Unknown

friend shall be down inside me.
Job said, “My righteousness I hold fast, and
will not let it go: My heart shall not reproach
me so long as I live” (Job 27:6). It is indispensible to be right, and it is essential to hold on
to that which is right. There is no greater tragedy than one knowing he has an obligation to
know, follow, defend, and unwaveringly stand
for that which is right, but not do it. The life
of such a one will be spent in misery, wrapped
in the gloom of a self-imposed torture.
It is true that the conscience must be

trained properly by the Word of God, so the
thing for which an individual stands is right in
the Almighty’s eyes. But given that the truth is
known, for the person who knows to do right,
but does not do it, to him it is sin (Jam. 4:17).
One of the worst things about that is, if the
individual reasons about it correctly, he will
know his condition, both his present and future one. How tragic it is, if he, being cognizant of his condition, does nothing to change
it.
Granby, MO

What Are You Doing When the Preacher Is Preaching?
Tim Smith

It really is important, you know, what you
do when the preacher is preaching. The vast
majority of the world is not even in the room
when a preacher preaches on any given Sunday. Of those that are, far and away the majority of them are under the tutelage of a false
preacher receiving a perverted “gospel” message. Of those few that are where the truth is
being preached by a faithful man, what are
they doing?
Perhaps they are thinking about what happened in the last week. Maybe about troubles
at home or problems with the neighbors or
difficulties at the office. Perhaps the children
had a bad week at school. Maybe the car broke
down. Maybe the bills were bigger than the
paycheck. It could be anything.
Perhaps they are thinking about the week to
come. Making plans for the supper they have
invited friends to. Trying to remember which
nights which kid plays baseball. Wondering if
they will be invited to someone’s house to pass

the evening in conversation. Thinking about
vacation time and where the family will go.
What should people be doing when the
preacher is preaching? Should they not be
studying along with him? Indeed! It is the
duty of each worshipper to participate in the
act of worship that preaching is fully. Listen
to what is said, think it through, check it out,
maybe even take notes (if that helps you), follow along in your Bible—participate. His job
is to preach—your job is to study with him.
Focus. Discipline yourself and love the Lord
enough to avoid straying in thought and worship in spirit and in truth.
Dothan, AL
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What I Love about Sunday
Brad Green

From time-to-time, a country song entitled “That’s What I Love About Sunday,” can
be heard playing on the radio. The basic message of the song is that Sunday is a nice, calm,
laid-back day spent with family, a day of relaxation and enjoyment. Though the song is
written with a denominational bias, the title
of the song is one worth consideration. Sadly, Sunday is loved by many for all the wrong
reasons. Some love Sunday because the race is
on and others love Sunday simply because it
is a day off from work. Sadder yet, those who
should know enough about Sunday to express
genuine love for the day consider it to be one
of a hassle. Ironically, those who love Sunday
do not know what they are missing, and many
of those who should love Sunday find reasons
why they do not.
Things to Love about Sunday
Refuge from the World
During the week, members of the church

must spend a great deal of time around those
who do not believe nor practice New Testament Christianity. Those in the world seek
to please self rather than God (cf. Acts 5:29).
It is a time when temptations are ever abundant (1 Cor. 10:13). On Sunday, Christians
can gather with others who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us
(Heb. 6:18). In the Church, a place of safety,
we gather with those who “in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17).
Being with other Christians is indeed a place
of refuge.
Fellowship
On Sunday, Christians can enjoy the presence of them that have obtained like precious
faith (2 Pet. 1:1). It is a time to be with others who
all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same

mind and in the same judgment (1 Cor.
1:10).
The fellowship that is shared by all who are
faithful in Christ (Rom. 6:3-4) is truly a blessing indeed (cf. Eph. 1:3).
Nourishing Children
Parents are commanded to raise their children in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord (6:4). On Sunday, parents have the opportunity to train their children about God’s
plan to save and how it relates to worship.
Children can be trained that worship is to be
authorized by God (John 4:24) and that it is a
time that is different from the rest of the week.
Sadly, many parents seek a church where their
children can treat Sunday like any other day of
the week—one of play and disregard. Sunday
is a time to be honored and respected. Children can be trained to know that Sunday is
a special day—the day God chose for man to
worship Him—and that they should grow up
learning to love Sunday.
In-Depth Bible Study
Christians are to study every day (2 Tim.
2:15). On Sunday, however, Christians can
gather for a more detailed study and can glean
from the knowledge of other Christians as
well. A well-prepared teacher has taken the
time to dig deep into Cod’s Word to share
valuable knowledge.
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Gospel Preaching
Apart from Gospel Meetings and Lectureships, most people do not have the opportunity to hear Gospel preaching on any day other
than Sunday. Sadly, many consider the sermon
something they must endure on Sunday rather than something to love. In many churches,
Gospel preaching has been replaced with motivational speeches and stories that make people feel good. The same speeches can be heard
on any other day of the week at any number
of secular locations by individuals who are not
even Christians. Gospel sermons are patterned
after the very first (Acts 2)—full of Scripture
and intended to “reprove, rebuke exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2).
Gospel sermons are ones that promote God’s
Word (1 Pet. 4:11). We should love Sunday
for Gospel sermons because it is in God’s
Word that we find salvation (Rom. 1:16-17)
and how to remain saved (1 Tim. 4:16).
Exhortation
Christians can encourage and exhort one
another at any time. On Sunday, however, the
exhortation which accompanies assembling
with the saints to worship and praise God is
unmatched (Heb. 10:25). When we assemble
together to worship, we express consideration
for one another to provoke unto love and to
good works (10:24) like at no other time of
the week.
There is no better place to be than in the
faithful assembly of God’s people. There is
much to love about Sunday, from a Spiritual
and Scriptural perspective. If we will focus our
love on these things, we will be a happy and
blessed people.
Lenoir City, TN

When You Care, it Shows
Paul Vaughn

When the life of Christ is studied, it is very
clear to see that the Lord had compassion on
many people. Jesus cared for all people and it
was demonstrated in His teaching and His actions. It is written, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd” (Mat.
9:36). In contrast to the care and compassion
Jesus had for those in pain is the greed seen
in Judas Iscariot. Judas was more concerned
about money than the poor, and it showed.
Just before His death, Jesus was anointed with
very costly oil by Mary, the sister of Lazarus
(John 12:1-3). Judas asked why the costly oil

Before You Gossip

If you have heard a bit of gossip
I will tell you what to do;
That before you tell another
Just suppose it had been you.
Just suppose the latest scandal
Had been on your love, or you;
And that only half the details,
Really had been partly true.

Circumstances strange and new,
All conspires to a mix-up.
Just suppose, my friend, ’twas you,
Would you wish folks to repeat it?
Or forgive…forget it too?
So, before you tell another,
Just suppose it had been you.
Author Unknown

was not sold, “This he said, not that he cared
for the poor; but because he was a thief, and
had the bag, and bare what was put therein”
(12:6).
When a husband cares for his wife it will
show in his attitude toward her. He will show
his wife respect, kindness, honor, and love.
His care will show in his speech and his actions. When parents care for their children it
will show in the amount of time they spend
together and the bond of love in the family.
Caring parents will take the time needed to
encourage, educate, and discipline their children. Children that are not disciplined are not
loved. When we care for our neighbors it will
show in seeking good for them. Our actions
will be heard in our words and seen in our involvement toward those we care about.
When we care for God, it will show in our
love for Him. It is written, “Jesus said unto
him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind” (Mat. 22:37). It will show in ones
complete obedience to His teaching. “For this
is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). It is not hard to keep the
teaching of God when we truly care about
Him. Those who love God will say, “Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee” (Psa. 119:11). What does God
mean to you? How much do you care? It will
show, and your eternal destiny will depend on
the answer.
Marion, VA
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis
Debbie Dawson
Anthony Polnitz
Al Flesher
Cary Parks
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Marilyn Hall (Baptist Hospital)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
Allen Born (Heny Born’s cousin)
Gordon King (Nelda King’s son)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)

Please Remember
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4850 Saufley Field Road
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January 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
February 3
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m.

Sunday Evening Service

Beginning February 1, the Sunday evening service normally held at 6:00 pm
will be held at 1:00 pm. The Ladies
Bible class will follow this afternoon
service.
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Little Things Tend to Become Big Ones
Charles Pogue

Exposure to the burning heat of summer,
and the blast of frigid winter winds, has a tendency to turn a small crack in an automobile windshield into a large one. It may even
spider-web and cover almost the entire glass.
A small crack in the foundation of a cement
floor has a tendency to grow and subsequently weaken the entire foundation. One who
goes for years without seeing that young niece
or nephew, will be startled at how much he
or she has grown over the intervening years.
Whether it is with good or bad things, yielding good or bad results, little things do have
the tendency to become big ones.
Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “But we
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness”
(1 Cor. 1:23). In his second letter to the same
congregation, he wrote, “For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor.

4:5). Every proficient public speaker uses illustrations. Among other things, illustrations are
effective in clarifying or emphasizing a point.
Yet, the use of illustrations hardly explains the
following announcement we recently saw in a
church bulletin:
Presidents’ Day is Monday, February 21
[2011; this year Presidents’ Day is on February 16] Several of those we consider our
most successful presidents were born in
the month of February. Each Lord’s day
morning during this month each sermon
will be centered around particular qualities or attributes which made these men
great leaders of our nation. Of course, our
focus is not on their lives, but rather, on
these characteristics which are spiritual in
nature.
Each Sunday in February, the sermon
would be built around one of four Presidents:
Ronald Reagan, Abraham Lincoln, George

Washington, and Franklin Roosevelt. As one
who loves his American history, I must admit
that I was appalled by the fact that Roosevelt,
rather than Calvin Coolidge was on the list.
After all Coolidge once said, “The foundations of our society and our government rest
so much on the teachings of the Bible that it
would be difficult to support them if faith in
these teachings would cease in our country.”
The only thing Roosevelt ever did was increase
the nation’s headlong fall into socialism and
progressivism. But I digress. I wonder about
in the fog of my confusion, unable to ascertain with certainty, but entertaining the possibility, that the illustration has become the
sermon. That particularly penetrates my pondering pate when observing the revelation that
Roosevelt was born in January, not February.
Tell me I am mistaken to perceive a pulpit employment of the fairness doctrine, or a bit of
ecumenical treatment of the brethren in political leanings. At least Coolidge was born on
July the 4th. Yet, I digress, still.
Like most other preachers, I have used a
quote, an event, or a strong stand taken by
one of our presidents about an important issue to illustrate a point, but to center a sermon “around the particular qualities or attributes which made these men great leaders of
our Nation”—Nay, Verily! Upon hearing the
news of this series of sermons (?) my good wife
made the observation that many of us have increasingly made over recent years, “You could
hear that in any church in town!” It makes no
difference that the focus would not be on the
lives, but on the characteristics which were
spiritual in nature, or whether we should honor or disdain the four men selected, I shall

not preach them, but rather Christ and Him
crucified.
February is also Black History Month. Why
not preach on the principles Muhammad Ali
learned by turning Muslim? September 15th
through October 15th is National Hispanic
Heritage Month. Perhaps the great courage
of how a 6,000-man army went up against
and defeated a mighty force of 183 men garrisoned behind the safety of the walls of an
old Spanish mission in San Antonio, would
make a fine sermon. Honoring men by building sermons around them would open up a
whole new idea bank for sermon preparation.
Sorry brethren, the televangelists raided that
bank long ago.
Among the thoughts I “thunk” about this
announcement was, “some brethren may view
this as a small thing.” All I know is, it hardly resembles preaching Christ and Him crucified, and little things do have a tendency to
become big ones.
How did so many digress from the commitment to be the church one reads about in the
New Testament, preaching with clarity and resolve the plan of salvation as presented on the
pages of inspired writ? How did they deviate
from the demand for a “thus saith the Lord”
for what we do in worship and work in the
kingdom of Christ, to embrace instrumental
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music, and form disaster relief organizations
denoted as works of the church of Christ? It
was not of a sudden. Those, and many other
deviations and gimmicks, developed gradually
over time, with doubtless a small thing incrementally growing into a big thing.
Many, having accepted years ago, some of
the practices and teachings of the denominational bodies, are now totally ecumenical, and
assert the Churches of Christ, after great and
mighty struggles with one cultural crisis after
another, have finally emerged as a full-fledged
denomination—and they rejoice in the transformation. Who can deny that little things do
grow into big ones?
Those of us who choose to hold faithfully
to the task of preaching Christ and Him crucified, heralding the Gospel of Christ, not the
“New Deal” of a president who was so blind

that communists infiltrated his administration with impunity, and him none the wiser,
must never relent in holding and abiding to
the interrogative enjoined by Paul upon the
church in Thessalonica, and us by extension,
“Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the
traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word, or our epistle” (2 The. 2:15). If we
do that, we will never have a problem with
troubling little things becoming appalling big
ones!
Stilwell, OK

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via email please send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Absenteeism Does Not Kill the Church

Despite all you may have heard to the
contrary, absenteeism does not kill churches. Does that sound strange? Well, it is true.
You see, absenteeism is not the disease, but a
symptom—and symptoms do not kill. Symptom is defined as: “any condition accompanying or resulting from a disease and serving as
an aid in diagnosis.”
Absenteeism can be the symptom of a lack
of love, unbelief, selfishness, worldliness, lust,
indifference, etc., etc. These things produce
undesirable fruits in our lives.
A person who is more concerned with his
own pleasure or relaxation than with the things
of the Lord may be found somewhere other
than in God’s house on the Lord’s Day. That
person’s trouble is not in being absent—but in

whatever caused him to be absent.
Another person may not give as he/she has
been prospered. The real problem may actually be covetousness. That person keeps for him/
herself what is rightfully God’s.
One of the reasons for our slow progress in
the Lord’s church is our wide-spread practice
of working on the symptoms rather than the
disease. We harp on one’s being absent when
we would do well to spend the time in cultivating his love for the Lord, in enlightening
him about the values of regularity of worship
and the dangers of neglect, and in building up
his faith and confidence in God.
We should introduce that person to the joy
of serving a soul!
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Dot Lambert
Nancy Travis
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Al Flesher
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Marilyn Hall (Consulate Health Care)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
Gordon King (Nelda King’s son)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathies are extended to
Henry Born in the death of this cousin,
Allen Born. Please keep Henry and his
family in your prayers.
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Address Change

Tim Cozad’s new address is: 9871 Cove
Avenue; Pensacola, FL 32534.

Sunday “Evening” Service

The Sunday “evening” service is now
held at 1:00 pm. The Ladies Bible class,
the Deacons’ meeting, and the Elders/
Deacons’ meeting will follow this afternoon service (approximately 2:15 pm).

BEACON
Vol. XLIV / No. 6
February 9, 2015
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Homosexuality
Ken Chumbley

A number of years ago an article appeared
in a newspaper with the following headline:
“Church welcomes everyone” which reported on the establishing of a new church group
in Charleston. This particular church, the Appalachian Metropolitan Community Church,
however, is different to most in that it is a part
of a denomination that caters particularly
to homosexuals. Alongside that article was a
short column under the title “4 your info, ‘4’
parents!” This stated:
At issue: Many Christian denominations
believe that homosexuality is condemned
in the Bible. But other Christians believe
that particular passages have been misinterpreted or mistranslated. For example,
the Sin of Sodom is generally thought to
be that of homosexuality. But some Bible scholars say the sin is instead that of
uncaring and godlessness. What do you
think?

Indeed, what do you think? Here is the passage of Scripture:
And there came two angels to Sodom
at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet
them; and he bowed himself with his face
toward the ground; And he said, Behold
now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into
your servant’s house, and tarry all night,
and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up
early, and go on your ways. And they said,
Nay; but we will abide in the street all
night. And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a
feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and
they did eat. But before they lay down,
the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both
old and young, all the people from every
quarter: And they called unto Lot, and
said unto him, Where are the men which

came in to thee this night? bring them out
unto us, that we may know them. And
Lot went out at the door unto them, and
shut the door after him, And said, I pray
you, brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold
now, I have two daughters which have
not known man; let me, I pray you, bring
them out unto you, and do ye to them
as is good in your eyes: only unto these
men do nothing; for therefore came they
under the shadow of my roof. And they
said, Stand back. And they said again,
This one fellow came in to sojourn, and
he will needs be a judge: now will we deal
worse with thee, than with them. And
they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot,
and came near to break the door. But the
men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot
into the house to them, and shut to the
door (Gen. 19:1-10).
Does this sound like the sin of “uncaring
and godlessness”? One has to ignore the plain
meaning of the text to come up with such an
idea. For one to promote such a perverted interpretation of the text, as proposed above, is

simply to enable one to promote or at least accept this perverted lifestyle. Not only is the sin
of homosexuality condemned in this passage
but it is also condemned in Leviticus 18:22,
20:13, Romans 1:24-28, 1 Corinthians 6:911, and 1 Timothy 1:8-10. Again, these passages are very clear. For one to deny that the
Bible condemns the sin of homosexuality is to
ignore plain Bible teaching.
Brethren, we are living in an age in which
it is not popular to condemn such behavior. Even our court system is ready to uphold
this sinful practice by making it possible for
such to marry, as has been upheld in at several states. However, popular or not we have an
obligation to speak out against this perverted
lifestyle and to show that God condemns such
behavior. We need also to teach that those
who practice such can change (“and such were
some of you”—1 Cor. 6:11). If homosexuality
were not sin, God would not have condemned
it. However, God has always condemned homosexual and lesbian relationships as sin, and
so must we.
Belvedere, SC

Purity

(Matthew 5:8)

David P. Brown

Jesus pronounced a blessing on “the pure
in heart.” He said they would see God! Pure
translates the Greek word katharos. It is an adjective meaning “pure, as being cleansed.” The
implication is that where a state of uncleanness or filthiness existed, now a process has
worked to bring about the opposite state: that
of cleanliness, i.e., purity.

What is the process that God has chosen to
create a pure or clean heart in man? This is the
most important question we could ever ask.
Why? Because only “the pure in heart” shall
see God!
In answering our question, we must first
understand what this heart is that has been
cleansed or made pure. Originally kardia, the

Greek word translated heart in most places,
meant the muscle that pumped blood through
the human body. It came to symbolize the inner man (1 Pet. 3:4): the intellect (Mat. 9:4;
Isa. 32:4; Pro. 14:10; Mark 2:6), the emotions
(Mat. 22:37; Neh. 2:2; Dan. 7:15), the will
(2 Cor. 9.7; Rom. 6:17; Col. 3:15), and the
conscience (Acts 2:37; 1 John 3:20). Now we
are better able to understand why the translators also rendered psuche, meaning the soul
or life, into our English word heart. The heart
is representative of the complete mental and
moral activity of man. We may conclude that
heart represents the real person. For this present age it is tabernacled in the flesh (2 Cor.
5:1).
With this explanation of the heart in mind,
we are better able to comprehend what has been
made pure. We may now note the process by

which the Lord makes clean or pure the heart
(intellect, emotions, will, and conscience).
Jesus said that the apostles were made “clean
through the word which I have spoken unto
you” (John 15:3). In the parable of the soils in
Luke 8, the only soil receptive to “the seed” or
Word (8:11) was the “honest and good heart.”
It heard and kept the Word and brought “forth
fruit with patience” (8:15). May we not conclude that this is not only how the apostles of
John 15:3 were made clean through the Word,
but how any person’s heart is made clean
through the Word?
Without the evidence found only in the
Word, there can be no faith or belief created
within the heart (Heb. 4:12; Rom. 10:10, 17).
And “without faith it is impossible to please
him” (Heb. 11:6).
Spring, TX

Too Busy

Recently a member of the church was approached about helping out in some program
of work. The reply was one which seems to be
right on the tip of our tongues. “I just don’t
have the time to give.” There’s little use trying to convince one who makes this excuse
that he has as much time as everyone else does
and even if you did, in all probability the task
would never get done.
I am not at all sure who wrote the following
words, but they are words expressed by almost
all who teach, or preach the Gospel. “God
never goes to the lazy or to the idle when He
needs men for His service. When He has work
to be done, He goes to those who are already
at work. When God wants a servant, He calls
a busy person. Scripture attests to this fact.”

• Moses was busy with his flock at
Horeb.
• Gideon was busy threshing wheat by
the winepress.
• Saul was busy searching for his father’s
lost asses.
• David was busy caring for his father’s
sheep.
• Elisha was busy plowing.
• Nehemiah was busy serving the king.
• Amos was busy tending his flock.
• James and John were busy mending
their nets.
• Matthew was busy collecting taxes.
Too busy to serve the Lord? Never! Too
lazy, maybe, but never too busy.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Dot Lambert (West Florida Hospital)
Marilyn Hall (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
Gordon King (Nelda King’s son)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON
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February 15
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held at 2:15 p.m., in room 1.
February 16
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m.

Sunday “Evening” Service

The Sunday “evening” service is now
held at 1:00 pm. The Ladies Bible class,
the Deacons’ meeting, and the Elders/
Deacons’ meeting will follow this afternoon service (approximately 2:15 pm).
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The Thousand-Year Reign
Dub McClish

The vast majority of Protestants believe the
“thousand years” of Revelation 20:1-7 refers to
the tenure of Christ’s reign in an earthly kingdom upon His return. Since He will come before His alleged millennial reign, this theological system is called “premillennialism.”
Since the aforementioned passage is the
Bible’s only reference to a millennial reign of
Christ, premillennialists rely heavily upon it,
in spite of the fact that it does not contain
or support premillennial dogma. For example, the passage does not mention such essential parts of the pre-millennial program as the
rapture, the bodily resurrection of saints, the
city of Jerusalem, an earthly reign of Christ, a
thousand years of earthly peace, or even the
Second Coming—all essential points of the
dogma.
A principal key to understanding Revelation is that it is largely written in symbolic
or figurative “code” language (1:1). No other

Biblical document contains more signs and
symbols than this one. One should thus approach its details as symbolic unless there is
some contextual reason not to do so. Note the
figurative flavor of the opening verses of Revelation 20 (the “angel,” the “key,” the “great
chain,” the “bottomless pit”/“abyss,” and the
“seal” are all obviously figurative). There is every reason to believe (and no reason not to believe) the “thousand years” is also figurative.
The events described in Revelation 20:1-9
are not a chronological continuation of chapter 19, which describes Jesus’ return, His destruction of all the ungodly, and His casting
the “beast” and the “false prophet” into Hell
(20:11-21)—all of which are highly figurative descriptions of the end of time and the
Judgment.
Revelation several times moves in cycles
from the beginning of the church to the end of
time, the last such cycle occurring in 20:1-9. In

these verses John recaps the period from Pentecost to the Judgment (the Christian Age),
during which Satan is bound for “a thousand
years,” “loosed for a little time,” and at last cast
into Hell forever. During this period (the present Christian Age), Christ now reigns over His
kingdom, the church (Mat. 16:18-19; John 18:
36; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:5-6, 9), and simultaneously, Satan’s power is restrained. The “thousand years” of Satan’s “binding” and of Christ’s
millennial reign is figurative, denoting a long,
but indeterminate, period (cf. the “thousand
hills”—Psa. 50:10; and the “thousand generations”—Deu. 7:9). During this time, “souls”
(not bodies) of martyrs “reign” with Christ in

Heaven (not on the earth), awaiting the universal bodily resurrection at His coming (John
5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15:22-26). We are living in
the millennium, the figurative “thousandyear” reign of Christ.
Denton, TX

.
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The Nails of the Cross
G. K. Wallace

John tells us that Christ has “in his hands
the print of the nails” (John 20:25). Matthew
tells us that the mob on the hill of Calvary
challenged Christ to “come down from the
cross” (Mat. 27:40). What was it that held
Christ to the cross?
1. It was not the nails that held Him to the
cross. He had power to remove the nails. He
could have called “more than twelve legions
of angels” to help and remove Him from
the cross (26:53). He who had the power to
still the storm, feed the multitude, and raise
the dead could have removed the nails. That
crowd could not have killed Christ if He had
not wished to do His Father’s Will. “Therefore
doth the Father love me, because I lay down
my life, that I may take it again. No one taketh it away from me, but I lay it down of myself ” (John 10:17-18).

2. The Father’s will and wish held Him to
the cross. Jesus prayed in the garden and said,
“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
away from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but
as thou wilt” (Mat. 26:39). It was the will
of God that His Son became the “propitiation,” that is, an atoning sacrifice for our sins
(1 John 2:2). The Savior’s love and your sins
held Christ to the tree.
3. God’s eternal purpose held Christ to the
cross. Jesus died to purchase the church with
His own blood (Acts 20:28). The church is
the institution through which the eternal purpose of God is to be made known to the world
(Eph. 3:10). Without the death of Christ,
God’s purpose for the world have been aborted. Thus, His love for God and man held Him
to the cross—not the nails.
4. The joy set before Christ held Him to
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the cross. In the Hebrews’ letter we learn that
the “author and perfecter of our faith” disregarded His suffering and “for the joy set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame”
(Heb. 12:2). The mocking by the angry mob
at the foot of the cross was ignored by Christ
because of the “joy set before Him.”
Neither the lack of the power nor the nails
held Jesus to the cross. His resignation to the
Will of God and His love for the souls of mankind bound Him to the tree on which He
died. Our love for God and His Son should
cause us to remain faithful to the kingdom of

God, despite the mocking of all who would
have us depart from the path of duty.
Deceased

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear.................................... Romans 10:17
Believe..................................... Mark 16:16
Repent................................... Luke 13:3, 5
Confess............................ Romans 10:9-10
Baptism....................................... Acts 2:38
Be Faithful................. 1 Corinthians 15:58

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2014) (PDF format) @ $37.50
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		 Postage/Handling ($3.50 per Book):
_________
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee (Baptist Hospital)
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Dot Lambert (Pensacola Health Care)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
Gordon King (Nelda King’s son)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Marilyn Hall, who passed
away on February 9, 2015. Please keep
her grandson, Tony Hall, and the rest of
the family in your prayers.
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Some Ask “What Can We Do for Those Who Are in
Need of the Gospel’s Light?”
Johnny Oxendine

Today our thoughts are focused on letting
our lights shine in such a way as to draw others to the shore of safety in Christ Jesus. What
can we do for those around us who are in darkness and struggling to come to the salvation
offered by Christ? We can love them by extending help and especially the help available
through the Gospel. Matthew 22:39 states,
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”
We can provide the right example for those
around us by encouraging all brethren to extend their lights to those in need of rescue. In
1 Corinthians 11:1, Paul writes, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”
We can keep our lights pure and holy so
they will shine bright and not grow dim. James
1:27 states, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to

keep himself unspotted from the world.”
Jesus said in the great Sermon on the
Mount:
Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be
salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing,
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven (Mat. 5:13-16).
We have a choice before us. We can either
let our light shine, or we can hide it. If we
hide our light, then it does no one any good at
all, including ourselves. However, if we let our

light shine, then we have a great opportunity
to glorify God.
The few verses listed above are just some
that one may take advantage of to let his light
shine. There are many more. What are you doing to let your light shine? Find something,
anything, that you can do to let your light
shine and then shine!
Of course, God’s great grace, love, and
mercy is the greater light which shines for all
to see into the distant and far ocean of sin. He
draws the lost from the great darkness that is
around them and leads them toward the safety
of harbor.
Those souls, however, as they near salvation’s shore need additional guidance to finally make it safely in. These “harbor lights”
are what allows them to dock and set foot on

shore. God is the greater light, but Christians
are these lesser, harbor lights, who use the
light that God gives them, through teaching
and influence, to illuminate others to the safe
shore. We want to be better at guiding others
toward God and salvation. This is our challenge, and the reward is great!
San Mateo, CA

40th Annual
Bellview Lectures

Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

There Are Many Homes on a
Collision Course with Disaster
Paul Vaughn

The impact of society on the home has set
many families on a collision course with disaster. The norm for untold families today was
abnormal just a short period of time ago. Oneparent households are becoming the “norm.”
Child abuse has accelerated to alarming levels impacting on the future for an incalculable
amount of young people. A life of abuse has
become the “norm” for the young and innocent in our country. The sands of time have
already begun to flow against the American
family.
What can be done to fortify the home?
Families that will be successful will have a
standard to guide them through the maze of

poisonous traps that homes confront daily.
There can be no greater guide through the pitfalls and temptations of life than Jesus Christ.
He is the Great Physician who has the prescription for a healthy family.
The husband is to love his wife above everyone and everything else. It is written, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself for her”
(Eph. 5:25). The wife who is loved as Jesus
prescribes would truly have a happy home. Fathers are to lead and teach their children to the
most important thing in life, educate them
about God. It is written, “And you, fathers, do
not provoke your children to wrath, but bring

them up in the training and admonition of the
Lord” (6:4). Godly fathers will train and educate their children about the moral standard
of good and right established by the Lord.
A virtuous wife will distinguish herself in
all forms of moral excellence. She would be
worth more than silver and gold to the family.
It is written, “Who can find a virtuous wife?
For her worth is far above rubies” (Pro. 31:10).
“Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her

husband also, and he praises her” (31:28).
The Lord’s prescription for the home will
help it to grow healthy in a sin sick society.
The light of God’s Word will guide them
through the labyrinth of wickedness that the
world calls normal. Success for the home begins with one man (husband) and one woman
(wife) putting their trust in God. How is your
home doing?
Marion, VA

Your Ear, A Smile, and A Happy Word
H.L. Gradowith

If you see somebody having a rough day,
If you see somebody struggling on the way,
If you see somebody with a broken heart,
If you see somebody whose world’s come
apart,
If you see somebody who’s tossed to and fro,
If you see somebody whose back is bent low,
Give him your ear, a smile, and a happy
word,
And bid him put his trust in the Blessed
Lord.

If you see somebody who’s fighting with sin,
If you see somebody despised by all men,
If you see somebody who has lost his way,
If you see somebody with too much to pay,
If you see somebody who’s wandering about,
If you see somebody who’s struggling with
doubt,
Give him your ear, a smile, and a happy
word,
And bid him put his trust in the Blessed
Lord.
If you see somebody downtrodden and sad,

If you see somebody that the world counts
mad,
If you see somebody confused and
distraught,
If you see somebody who’s suffering for
naught,
If you see somebody whom life’s left behind,
If you see somebody with a troubled mind,
Give him your ear, a smile, and a happy
word,
And bid him put his trust in the Blessed
Lord.
If you see somebody who’s doing all right,
If you see somebody whose burden is light,
If you see somebody with no pain or care,
If you see somebody who’s loved
everywhere,
If you see somebody not troubled with sin,
Give him your ear, a smile, and a happy
word,
And bid him put his trust in the Blessed
Lord.
Dothan, AL
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Dot Lambert (Pensacola Health Care)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Doris Gullsby (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt)
Nettie Ellis (Phyllis Brantley’s aunt’s
friend)
Gordon King (Nelda King’s son)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)
OJ Savage (Karen Hatcher’s father)
Ken Chumbley
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Nero’s 100 Gladiators
Jess Whitlock

Tertullian (a.d. 155-230) was the first historian to call Nero the “first persecutor of
Christians” through wicked, vile, and merciless means. Nero was Roman Emperor from
a.d. 54 to 68. Tradition says that he had the
apostles Peter and Paul killed. History tells of
how he would take bodies of Christians (alive
or dead), stuff their shirts with wax, and set
their bodies afire to provide light in his gardens at night when he was throwing one of
his great parties. Tradition says there were 100
gladiators who served under Nero. These men
carried out barbarous acts of murder against
the enemies of Nero. Following the Roman
games these gladiators walked the streets
chanting: “One-hundred gladiators, Fighters for the Emperor, Fighting for the victor’s
crown.”
Tradition says that Nero found out there
were Christians in his household. An edict
was prepared, “All Christians will be found

and put to death.” The man in charge of Nero’s gladiators halfheartedly asked his men,
“Are there any Christians in our number?”
To his surprise, forty men stepped forward.
The leader was surprised and saddened. These
were among his most loyal and devout men.
At first, he failed to report this to the Emperor. However, pressure finally compelled him
to ask again, “Are there any Christians among
us?” The same forty men stepped forward,
again.
They were offered the chance to deny Christ
and pledge allegiance to Nero. They refused to
denounce Christ. The leader did not have the
heart to kill his loyal men. He ordered the forty men to take off their clothes and to walk out
into the middle of a freezing lake. They were
ordered to stay there until they froze to death.
Guards were posted all around the lake to insure that none of the gladiators would escape.
All night long the guards keeping vigil could

hear the gladiators chanting: “Forty gladiators,
Fighters for Christ, Fighting for the Victor’s
crown.” Over and over this chant was heard, although growing weaker. Then, out of the darkness, into the warm glow of the fire, crawled
one of the gladiators. He came denouncing Jesus Christ and pledged his allegiance to Nero.
Then, the voices in the lake started to chant:
“Thirty-nine gladiators, Fighters for Christ,
Fighters for the Victor’s Crown.” Upon hearing this, the leader of the group tore off his
clothes, waded out into the cold water. There
was a moment of silence. There was a splash
in the water. Then, one voice, sounding much
stronger than the others was heard: “Forty
gladiators, Fighters for Christ, Fighting for the
Victor’s crown.” With the coming of dawn,
there were no more voices to be heard. Forty
men had perished in the darkness of the freezing icy waters of the night.
That is the tradition. Is it true? Is it not
true? We know not, but I do know what the
apostle Paul wrote:
For I am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand. I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my

course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing (2 Tim. 4:6-8).
Second Timothy 4:6 is rendered in the Englishman’s Greek New Testament in this fashion: “For I already am being poured out.” The
Greek text fully supports this translation. The
word for offered is defined by Thayer as meaning, “poured out.” In Exodus 29:12 we recall:
“And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon the horns of the altar with
thy finger, and pour all the blood beside the
bottom of the altar.” Paul wrote to Timothy
from prison in Rome, just prior to his beheading, “all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12).
All Christians must be found faithful unto
(even if it means the point of ) death (cf. Jam.
1:12; 1 Pet. 5:4; Rev. 2:10). As a child of God’s
each day, can you and I say that we are “Fighters for Christ, Fighting for the Victor’s crown?”
Evant, TX

What Do You Do With Young Folks?

Ignore them…and they will go away.
Some return in later years to love the Lord,
but most drift through life toward perdition.
Entertain them…and you will produce a
society that stays long enough to empty the
punch bowl and clean up the sandwich tray.
Humor them…and you develop the concept that the church is a joke.
Educate them in the Bible…and you can
expect them to know what they are to do as a

Christian.
Edify them…and they will continue to
grow spiritually.
Give them responsibility…and they learn
the value of service to the Lord and His creation.
Love them…and they will always be
responsible.
Be an example to them…and they will
learn the seriousness of life…the life that the
Lord instructs them to live.

		
		

Parents: Do you really care about your
child?
Do you really care about your child as
much as you once did?
As in infant, you took him to the doctor.
He did not want to go. He knew it would hurt.
He complained and rebelled; yet you still took
him to the doctor for treatment. He used the
typical excuses again, “but I don’t think I need
to go.” You replied, “It isn’t as bad as you think
it will be.” Did you let his inexperienced decisions outweigh yours? No! You knew best, and
he went to the doctor…regardless of what he

thought best.
What are you doing today about his spiritual health? Do you really care? Your child
gives many rebellious excuses for not attending spiritual activities and some of you are accepting their inexperienced, flimsy excuses.
Why? You did not accept them when facing
physical health—do not accept any excuses
for your child’s spiritual Health—it may be a
matter of life or death!
Take your child to the spiritual doctor
(Eph. 6:4; Deu. 6:1-6).
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Dot Lambert (Pensacola Health Care)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s great-grandson)
Wendell Harrison (Ashley Brower’s
step-father)
Gordon King (Nelda King’s son)
Blake Griffin (Nelda King’s sister-inlaw’s son)
OJ Savage (Karen Hatcher’s father)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Phyllis Brantley in the death of her
aunt, Doris Gulsby, on February 24.
Please keep Phyllis and her family in
your prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember
March 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held at
2:15 p.m., in room 1.

New Arrival

Our congratulations are extended to
Nelda King in the birth of her greatgrandson, Sawyer Ritchie, on February
24. He weighed 8 pounds 2 ounces.
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Choices Have Consequences
Ken Chumbley

In the beginning, when God created Adam
and Eve, He created them to be creatures of
choice and not robots that had to do His will.
In the Garden of Eden, Adam was told: “Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it” (Gen. 2:16-17).
That Adam was able to make a choice is clearly seen in that God set forth a consequence
if he violated that restriction: “for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
(2:17). Eve was also aware of the restriction
that God had made and the consequences of
making a wrong choice. When she was confronted by the serpent, she stated: “We may
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of
the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of
it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die” (3:2-3).
We all know of the choice that Adam and
Eve made when the serpent (Satan) was able

to convince Eve that God did not really mean
what He said. She was able to convince Adam
and both made the choice to partake of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Now,
Adam might try to say it was Eve’s fault and
Eve might try to place the blame at the feet of
the serpent but those excuses would not fly.
They both made the choice and thus both bore
the consequences of that decision. They might
have felt like the consequences of eating the
fruit where good based on what they saw and
the immediate results. However, the real consequences came later when, true to His Word,
they died, spiritually, and were thrust out of
their home in Eden. Other consequences followed for them, as we read from Genesis 3:1524. However, that was not all, for all men and
women have suffered the consequences of the
sin of Adam and Eve.
All men are not guilty of the sin of Adam
and Eve only, they are guilty of that sin but

the consequences of their sin is their lot
(Rom. 5:12-14; 1 Cor. 15:22). One lesson
all need to learn, in every area of life, is that
each choice that we make brings consequences. When one makes a good choice, there can
be good consequences. Bad choices can bring
bad consequences. Note, I did not say that

every good choice brings good consequences
or vice versa. Paul made a good choice when
he was obedient to the Gospel of Christ, but
as we read some of the consequences were
not good. However, it is clear that the eternal
consequences, as Paul teaches, were all good.
Sometimes people make bad choices and, the

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12–16, 2015

We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be 28
lessons presented: What is Realized Eschatology and its History—Jess Whitlock, Partial Versus Full Preterism—Danny Douglas, The Nature of Prophecy—Jerry Brewer, Interpretation
of Figurative Language—David Brown, The End of the Law of Moses—Michael Hatcher,
The Establishment of the Kingdom—Gene Hill, The Second Coming of Christ—Michael
Hatcher, The Judgment and Resurrection of the Dead—Bruce Stulting, Bible Doctrine of
Hades, Heaven, and Hell—Danny Douglas, The Grave of Judaism Doctrine—Doug Post,
Prophecy of Joel—Bruce Stulting, The Last Days—Gene Hill, Exposition of John 5:24-29—
Charles Pogue, Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14—Charles Pogue, Exposition of Acts 2:29-36—
Dub McClish, Exposition of Daniel 12—Dub McClish, Exposition of Luke 20:27-40—
Harrell Davidson, Exposition of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12—Johnny Oxendine, Exposition of
2 Peter 3:1-13—Jerry Brewer, Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15—Harrell Davidson, Exposition of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18—Johnny Oxendine, The Olivet Discourse and Luke 17:2037—Lee Moses, Allegory of Sarah and Hagar (Galatians 4:20-31)—Jess Whitlock, Key Word
Studies—Daniel Denham, Old Testament Texts Misused by Realized Eschatologist—David
Brown, Does Revelation Prove Realized Eschatology?—Doug Post, Sin-Death Doctrine of Realized Eschatologist—Daniel Denham, and The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and Soul Regarding
Man—Lee Moses. All of the lessons will be available in book form as well as on the Bellview
Lectures CD.
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one Queen
size bed and $69.99—two Full size beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning
on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.
Check out our web site at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

immediate consequences may be good. For example, one may choose to rob a bank. The initial consequences are good—they have lots of
extra money. However, the good consequences do not last. Often, they end when the bank
robber is apprehended and he has to give up
his loot and also will probably loose his freedom. Further, if the robber is not repentant,
there will be eternal consequences that are not
good.
All are called upon to make a choice—
whether or not to serve God and be obedient

to His will. God has told us of the consequences of that choice. What is your choice?
Will you choose to serve God and be obedient
to His will? That choice brings eternal consequences with respect to Heaven and Hell.
God does not want any to perish but desires all to come to repentance and be saved
(2 Pet. 3:9). However, each individual has to
make that choice bearing in mind the eternal
consequences.
Deceased
[Brother Chumbley passed away on March 2.]

Before You Quit!

Quitters never win and winners never
quit! Show me a man or woman who is a real
achiever and I will show you someone who has
refused to quit when the hurdles were high
and the head winds were strong. The easy way
to “overcome” problems is to drop out. It is
also the wrong way. The only time we should
be willing to quit is when we are doing something wrong.
There is no way to estimate how many battles have been lost, how many inventions have
failed to materialize, how many marriages
have dissolved, and how many athletic records
have gone unshattered because someone quit.
We must await eternity to learn how many
souls will be lost, how many spiritual victories
failed because a brother or sister quit a post of
service. God’s Word teaches by example and
precept that God takes no pleasure in quitters.
What if Noah had grown weary before he finished the Ark, and quit? What if Moses had let
the problems of leading Israel through a barren wilderness get him down so he threw up
his hands and quit in dismay? What if Jesus

had quit when His own brothers rejected Him,
when His best disciples displayed sinful ambition, when one of His twelve betrayed Him
for money, and when another denied he even
knew Him? What if Paul had quit when the
Jews rejected his preaching and followed him
about, stirring up more opposition? What if
he had quit in utter discouragement in one of
the many prison cells he occupied?
So you are tired of being taken for granted?
You have been at the same task now for several
years in the church and you are tired? Somebody mistreated you and unjustly criticized
you, you say? Before you quit, remember: “No
man, having put his hand to the plough, and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God”
(Luke. 9:62). Also, reflect on Paul’s encouragement: “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not” (Gal. 6:9). There is truly a crying need
in the kingdom for people who will work till
death, if necessary, to finish their task!
Author Unknown
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Remember in your prayers:
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mother)
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“Who Is a ‘Believer’?”
Brad Green

Many in the religious world consider anyone who simply believes that Jesus exists and
is the Son of God to be a “believer.” Knowing that Jesus is the Christ and confessing this
truth is necessary for salvation (Rom 10:910). However, simply knowing that Jesus is
the Son of God does not make one a “believer” as defined by God in the New Testament.
When the inspired Philip encountered the
Ethiopian eunuch, God says that
Philip opened his mouth, and began at
the same scripture, and preached unto
him Jesus. And as they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water: and the
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said,
If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
And he commanded the chariot to stand
still: and they went down both into the

water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him (Acts 8:35-38).
After believing and confessing his belief,
the eunuch was still not saved. According to
this passage, faith and confession are prerequisites to baptism. It is more than obvious that
at some point while Philip “preached…Jesus,”
that Philip taught that baptism was necessary
for salvation. This would of course make sense,
being that all inspired men of God preached
that same exact truth (2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:34; Gal. 3:27; 1 Pet. 3:21). Consider also the
conversion of the Philippian jailor and his
family. The Jailor asks:
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And
they spake unto him the word of the Lord,
and to all that were in his house. And he
took them the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he

and all his, straightway. And when he had
brought them into his house, he set meat
before them, and rejoiced, believing in
God with all his house (Acts 16:30-34).
This example also proves that faith is necessary for salvation, but it also reiterates the
necessity of baptism as well. This passage is
profoundly important in defining who God
considers to be a “believer.” Though the jailor
was commanded to “believe,” he was not yet
a “believer” as defined by the New Testament.
God says that Paul and Silas “spake unto him
the word of the Lord,” and then the jailor and
his family were “baptized.” Only after being
baptized, to have their sins forgiven (2:38),
are we told that the jailor and his house “rejoiced, believing in God.” According to the
New Testament, a “believer” is one who not
just believes, but who also hears the Word of
God (Rom. 10:17), repents of past sins (Luke
13:3), confesses that Jesus is the Christ (Rom.
10:9-10), and is baptized (i.e., immersed) into
water (Acts 16:30-34).
The New Testament speaks of “believers”
as being those who are saved. Since it is the
case that faith alone cannot save (Jam. 2:17,
24), then belief alone cannot make one a New
Testament “believer.” No honest individual
would conclude that Satan’s demons are saved,
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but God informs us that “the devils also believe, and tremble” (2:19). Is it logical or rational to conclude that the devils are “believers”
because they believe in God?
Why then would we consider it logical
or rational to conclude that any person who
has “faith only” is a “believer”? Faith without works of obedience is a dead faith (2:17).
Surely no one would contend that a person
with a dead faith is a “believer.”
To be considered a “believer” by God, one
must obey God’s plan to save: hear, believe,
repent, confess, be baptized, and live faithful unto death (Rev. 2:10). One who truly believes God will follow this plan without question or hesitation. The inspired James writes,
“a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have
works: shew me thy faith without thy works,
and I will shew thee my faith by my works”
(2:18). One who truly believes will repent of
his past sins knowing that sin separates him
from God (Isa. 59:1-2). One who truly believes will confess that Jesus is the Christ because the overwhelming evidence demands it
(cf. John 20:30-31; Rom. 1:4). One who truly
believes will be baptized because “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark
16:16). One who truly believes will remain
faithful to God until death knowing that God
“is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb 11:6). A non-believer may or may not do any of these things. A
non-believer may have faith but refuse to repent, confess, be baptized, or live faithfully. A
“believer” is one who not only believes, but
who also acts upon his belief in simple obedience to God.
Lenoir City, TN

		

Special Rights for Sodomites
Roelf L. Ruffner, Sr.

And there were also sodomites in the land:
and they did according to all the abominations of the nations which the Lord cast
out before the children of Israel (1 Kin.
14:24).
You may not have noticed but lately our
country has shifted radically in its view of homosexuality. At one time homosexuality was
seen as a violation of Biblical morality and
against Nature (cf. Rom. 1:26-32). But increasingly we see the public accept the immoral proposal of granting these sexual deviants
the right to marry. Now moral lunacy prevails!
The argument goes this way, “Gays should
have the same right to marry as straight people.” Framing their argument as one of “fairness,” homosexuals and their wealthy allies
have taken advantage of our democracy and

its right of free speech to bring about a fundamental change in public morality. Americans
now accept homosexuality, gambling, drunkenness, recreational drug use, abortion, profanity, immodest dress, nudity, fornication,
adultery, and a host of other sinful activities.
Why not same-sex marriage?
Yet, homosexual marriage is a fairness issue. Currently, under the laws of most states,
homosexuals have the same right to marry as
heterosexuals. Both have the “right” to only
marry someone of the same gender or sex.
Same-sex marriage is the granting of “special rights”—the erroneous right to go against
God’s Word and Nature.
Let us not forget why God destroyed Sodom, Gomorrah, and the cities of the plain
(Jude 7)!		
Columbia, TN

Why Is It Wrong to Steal $52,000?

If one member can abandon Bible study
and worship, for just one Sunday, could not all
members do so that same Sunday? Since God
is no respecter of persons, the answer must be
affirmative. In that case, it would be alright for
the whole church to skip one Sunday, and not
even open up the doors for services! Who believes that God would be pleased?
But, if it be right (?) for a Christian to willfully desert the worship of God on one Sunday, how many weeks would he have to stay
away before it would become sinful? Would it
become wrong after a month? Three months?
Six? A whole year?

The reason it is wrong to forsake the worship 52 weeks—for a whole year—is because
it is wrong to deliberately and willfully abandon one service! The reason it is wrong to steal
$52,000 is that it is sinful to steal the first dollar! Likewise, it would be wrong to kill 52
men, because it is wrong to kill one man!
With this conviction, your conscience will
not allow you to make a football out of the
Lord’s services, to kick them aside when something else appeals to you. Resolve now not to
miss another service of the Lord’s church!
Author Unknown
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What is Acceptable Worship?
Lester Kamp

Jesus said, “God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and
in truth” (John 4:24).
First, notice that according to Jesus our
worship is to be directed toward God. We
are to worship Him. Only Deity is worthy of
worship. Men are unworthy of worship. Cornelius knew that Peter had been sent by God
to tell him the Word of God through faith (if
obeyed) he and his household would be saved
(Acts 11:14). When Cornelius first saw the
apostle Peter he “fell down at his feet, and worshipped him” (10:25). Peter was a great man,
an apostle of Christ; but Peter made it clear
that men were unworthy of worship. “But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself
also am a man” (10:26). Twice (Rev. 19:10;
22:9) it is stated that John, the apostle, when
beholding the glories of heaven fell down to
worship at the feet of an angel. He was forbidden to do so. He was told, “Worship God.”

When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness,
He stated, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Mat.
4:10).
Second, observe that man is the one whose
responsibility it is to worship God, in the previous verse Jesus had stated, “for the Father
seeketh such to worship him” (John 4:23).
Clearly God desires worship from man. The
primary purpose of man is to glorify God.
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are
and were created” (Rev. 4:11). “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15).
Third, this worship must be “in spirit” for it
to be accepted by God. God demands that our
worship be offered from the heart sincerely.
God rejects worship that is not sincere. Jesus

described some who offered such worship to
God. He stated, “This people draweth nigh
unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
with their lips; but their heart is far from me”
(Mat. 15:8). Scripture speaks of those who are
acceptable to God as “them that call on the
Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22). Worship is to be sincere expressions of praise and
adoration of God which come from genuine
thoughts and intents of the heart. However,
sincerity is not all that is necessary to make
worship acceptable to God.
Fourth, acceptable worship must be “in
truth.” Truth is God’s Word (John 17:17).
Our worship must be according to God’s instructions. When man injects his own ideas
into worship, his worship becomes worthless.
“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men” (Mat.
15:9).
There are certain acts of worship that
God has approved. All other acts are thereby condemned by God for worship. Prayer
is worship (Acts 2:42; Jam. 4:8; 5:16), singing “psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”
is worship (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), preaching
God’s Word is worship (Acts 2:42; 20:7). It
should be clearly observed that acceptable (i.e.
acceptable to God) is not everything that man
might want to do and call it worship. Acceptable worship follows parameters set forth by
God in His Word. God determines what acceptable worship is. Everything else is not acceptable worship.
Regardless of what man may call it, the
playing of mechanical instruments of music is
not worship because God has not authorized
it. Even if man suggests that burning incense
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is worship, it is not worship because God has
not authorized it. Man might suggest that everything that man wants to do is worship if
his heart is sincere. God’s Word tells us that
this is not so. Some might suggest that all that
a man does is worship to God, but according to God’s Word this is not the case. Doing
righteous acts are service to God, but “good
works” are not worship. Dedicating one’s life
to God is right, good, and proper, but Christian living is never spoken of in the New Testament as worship. If all of life is worship, then
worship is possible without the person realizing that he is worshiping. (The person’s heart,
according to this view, at the time may not
even recognize that worship is taking place.
How can such worship be “in spirit”?) Such
is absurd! God has authorized only five acts of
worship. Those are the acts that are engaged
in when worship takes place; worship only occurs when one or more of these acts are done.
Fifth, only two of those five acts are restricted in time. God has specified when we are
able to take the Lord’s Supper—the first day
of the week. God has specified when we are
to give financially to support the work of the
church (local congregation)—the first day of
the week. With God’s approval we can engage

		
		

in these acts of worship only on the first day of
the week (i.e. the first day of every week). We
can worship God through singing (psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs), praying, and the
preaching of His Word at any time. If God
has regulated these acts in some way, then we
must follow those regulations when we engage
in that action. For example, God has given us
guidelines for prayer (i.e. addressed to the Father, in the name of Jesus, etc.). Prayer must
be offered according to those instructions of
God wherever and whenever we pray.
Worship is an activity on the part of man

to praise God and to reverence Him and His
Word. Worship is according to God’s pattern
if it is acceptable to Him. Almost from the beginning of man’s presence on this earth, man
has tried to ignore God’s Word, do his “own
thing” and call it worship expecting God to
be pleased. A study of the New Testament and
a review of the cases of Cain and Nadab and
Abihu ought to cause us to know that what we
offer to God in worship is not always acceptable to Him just because we think what He
has not authorized is okay, or better.
Aurora, CO
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Ray Foshee
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Restored

Nancy Travis was restored to Christ
on March 19. Please keep her in your
prayers and offer her encourgagement.
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Christian Evidences
Dub McClish

The study of Christian evidences is the
study of matters that give substance to the
claims of the Gospel and its principal figure,
Jesus Christ. Such evidences are usually divided into two major fields.
“Internal evidence” is one of these major fields of proof. By this term we refer to
things within the Bible itself that indicate that
the Bible is the product of God and not of
mere men. Since the Word of God is the seed
of the kingdom (Luke 8:11) and Christianity
is all that it produces when faithfully followed,
to establish the authenticity of the Scriptures
is to authenticate Christianity. Internal evidence includes the complete self-harmony of
the Scriptures (it does not contradict itself ),
the historical, geographical, and scientific accuracy of the Bible, the prophetic utterances
and their fulfillment in the Bible, and much
more. These evidences demonstrate that the
Bible could not have been produced from the

minds and talents of mere men.
“External evidence” is the second major
field of proof. This term refers to things outside the Bible that confirm what is in the Bible.
Archaeologists have repeatedly unearthed artifacts that have confirmed what the Bible had
said long before it was otherwise confirmed.
Archaeological finds have never contradicted
biblical statements, whether historical, geographical, or otherwise. Also, in the sphere
of external evidence is the argument from design. My wristwatch could not have spontaneously or accidentally sprung into existence. It
is obviously the product of intricate, precise,
detailed design. There is no “design” without
a “designer.” If this is true about something
as simple as a wristwatch, it is much more true
of the vast universe. The only rational explanation of how our world and all living creatures
began is that an all-powerful and all-wise Designer designed and created them. Just such a

Designer the Bible reveals and describes as the
true and living God.
“Practical evidence” might be considered a third field of proof. By this I refer to
the effects of the Gospel when it is faithfully
obeyed. Without the slightest doubt, Christianity has influenced civilization for the better, never for the worse, wherever it has gone.
The awful blight of slavery has been all but
conquered through the influence of the Gospel. Women have been elevated immeasurably
by the ennobling power of New Testament
Truth. The spirit of freedom that gave birth

to our nation is rooted in the Bible. However,
perhaps even more powerful than these are the
changes wrought in individual lives. Indeed,
this is the way the Gospel has its widespread
effect—as leaven in the dough (Mat. 13:33),
it affects one individual after another until the
many are affected. It turns the murderer into
an apostle. It puts the lazy man to work, sobers up the drunk, and causes the thief and
the fornicator to abandon their evil ways.
Such is indeed a powerful form of “Christian
evidences.”
Denton, TX

A Stark Reminder That the Lord Is Serious
When It Comes to Obedience

If ever there was a man with good intentions, it was Uzzah. Not a name frequently
mentioned in Holy verse, Uzzah was accompanying the ark of the covenant as it was being
transferred from Kirjath-jearim to Jerusalem
according to King David’s instructions. We
pick up then with the Bible account:
And David arose, and went with all the
people that were with him, from Baale-judah, to bring up from thence the ark of
God, which is called by the Name, even
the name of Jehovah of hosts that sitteth
above the cherubim. And they set the ark
of God upon a new cart, and brought it
out of the house of Abinadab that was in
the hill: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of
Abinadab, drove the new cart. And they
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was in the hill, with the ark of
God: and Ahio went before the ark. And
David and all the house of Israel played

before Jehovah with all manner of instruments made of fir-wood, and with harps,
and with psalteries, and with timbrels,
and with castanets, and with cymbals.
And when they came to the threshingfloor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth his hand
to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for
the oxen stumbled. And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and God
smote him there for his error; and there
he died by the ark of God (2 Sam 6:2-7).
Specific instructions concerning transportation of the ark were set forth in God’s law
(Num. 4). No place in Scripture was there
anything that might remotely be construed
as qualifying Uzzah to touch the ark. However, at the same time, we freely admit that
no where in God’s Word do we find an explicit prohibition reading, “Uzzah, you shall
not touch or steady the ark.” You might think

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12–16, 2015

We invite all to attend this year’s Bellview Lectures. During the lectures there will be 28
lessons presented: What is Realized Eschatology and its History—Jess Whitlock, Partial Versus Full Preterism—Danny Douglas, The Nature of Prophecy—Jerry Brewer, Interpretation
of Figurative Language—David Brown, The End of the Law of Moses—Michael Hatcher,
The Establishment of the Kingdom—Gene Hill, The Second Coming of Christ—Michael
Hatcher, The Judgment and Resurrection of the Dead—Bruce Stulting, Bible Doctrine of
Hades, Heaven, and Hell—Danny Douglas, The Grave of Judaism Doctrine—Doug Post,
Prophecy of Joel—Bruce Stulting, The Last Days—Gene Hill, Exposition of John 5:24-29—
Charles Pogue, Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14—Charles Pogue, Exposition of Acts 2:29-36—
Dub McClish, Exposition of Daniel 12—Dub McClish, Exposition of Luke 20:27-40—
Harrell Davidson, Exposition of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12—Johnny Oxendine, Exposition of
2 Peter 3:1-13—Jerry Brewer, Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15—Harrell Davidson, Exposition
of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18—Johnny Oxendine, The Olivet Discourse and Luke 17:20-37—
Lee Moses, Allegory of Sarah and Hagar (Galatians 4:20-31)—Jess Whitlock, Word Studies Refuting Realized Eschatology—Daniel Denham, Old Testament Texts Misused by Realized Eschatologist—David Brown, Does Revelation Prove Realized Eschatology?—Doug
Post, Sin-Death Doctrine of Realized Eschatologist—Daniel Denham, and The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and Soul Regarding Man—Lee Moses. All of the lessons will be available in book
form as well as on the Bellview Lectures CD.
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special rate
for those attending the Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one Queen
size bed and $69.99—two Full size beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell them
you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning
on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.
Check out our web site at: http://www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
Uzzah’s crime to be petty, or even of no consequence. God’s anger was “kindled against Uzzah,” and he was smitten of the Lord. Uzzah
pays for his sin by death. Modern theologians
would look at Uzzah’s actions and say, “No big
deal.” Some would no doubt ask, “Where does

God forbid Uzzah to touch the ark?” What
man thinks is insignificant may very well be
important in the sight of our almighty God.
The account of Uzzah teaches us that indeed,
that which is unauthorized is prohibited.
Author Unknown

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
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Brantley’s great-grandson)
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mother)
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grandfather)
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brother)
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Inspiration Given to Bible Writers
Harrell Davidson

Which things also we speak, [so it is language and that is the way we come to
know God, thus, God’s knowledge is put
in words] not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual (1 Cor. 2: 13).
There is no other way! It cannot be discerned by human wisdom or in what worldly
wisdom teaches, but only by revelation. Revelation is language. Paul did not have it until it was given to him. When it was given to
him he put it in words. We are entirely dependent upon words. “Not in words of man’s wisdom.” He uses the word words. The Bible is
not folly. When a revelation was made known
to an apostle the Holy Spirit guided their vocabulary in the selection of the words. This is
what we mean when we talk about verbal inspiration. God did not take certain thoughts
and place them in Paul’s mind and leave it up

to him to choose the words he wanted. The
Holy Spirit gave the words to match the will
of God.
“Comparing spiritual things with spiritual” that is, taking spiritual truths and putting
them in spiritual words making the words and
the idea fit precisely or exactly. How else can
we know God? Every word of redemption is
given by the direction of the Holy Spirit—
never in human wisdom! An Old Testament
example or two will help us understand.
And they said unto him, We have dreamed
a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.
[Here is something that was not spiritual, but it needed a spiritual interpretation
and there was no one to interpret it simply by human wisdom]. And Joseph said
unto them, Do not interpretations belong
to God? tell me them, I pray you (Gen.
40:8).
The scheme of redemption being in the

mind of God could not be interpreted by human wisdom. It could not be interpreted by
the knowledge that man had. The Holy Spirit
took the vocabulary of the inspired men and
gave the meaning of that so God’s mind was
put in words so man could know how to be redeemed from sin.
Obion, TN

Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com

They Lie

Paul Vaughn

The liquor industry represent their products in an air of allure, romance, and excitement. Their advertisements usually show
young adults who are successful and glamorous, but they lie. They are ashamed to show
in their advertisements their best customers. They are the ones who have lost everything to purchase intoxicating drink. Their
best customers are called “alcoholics,” “wineo’s,” “booze heads,” or “addicts.” Their lives are
miserable living each day to get another drink.
They have turned their backs on family and
friends so they can get another taste of strong
drink. The true picture of the liquor industry
and their products are not so glamorous at all.
Those who advance the sell of alcoholic
beverages have never advertised the lives of
those ruined by the drunken driver or the alcoholic suffering from sclerosis of the liver.
This type of advertising would be truth and
truth will not sell booze, it takes a lie.
The Scriptures teach with authority the
truth concerning the evil of beverage alcohol. It shows that drinking alcoholic beverages
leads to poverty. It is written, “He that loveth
pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth

wine and oil shall not be rich” (Pro. 21:17).
God’s Word teaches that no wise person will
allow himself to be deceived by wine. “Wine
is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise” (20:1).
The Word of God teaches that drinking alcoholic beverages causes pain, contentions,
and sorrow.
Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who
hath contentions? who hath babbling?
who hath wounds without cause? who
hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long
at the wine; they that go to seek mixed
wine (23:29-30).
Jesus teaches that drinking of alcoholic beverages will prevent men from being prepared
for death or Judgment Day.
And take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and so that day come upon you unawares (Luke 21:34).
With all the evidence from God’s Word
against drinking alcoholic beverages, why
would anyone choose to have it?
Marion, VA

				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		 				
		
		

		

			

			
				

		 				
		
		
		

				
				
			

		
			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am Prophecy of Joel
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Dot Lambert
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Larry Randolph (Ashley Brower’s
grandfather)
Russell Hammac (Lee Hammac’s
brother)

Please Remember
April 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held after
the afternoon service, in room 1.
April 18
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Food Pantry

Carrots
Mixed Vegetables
Pork & Beans
Canned Potatoes

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com
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850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

The Church Jesus Built
Brad Green

The church we read about in the New Testament is alive and well. Jesus promised to
build His church (Mat. 16:18) and recorded
in Acts 2, we read of that promise being fulfilled. “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). Those
being saved and thus added to the church
were they who “heard” the Word of God,
“were pricked in their heart” (2:37), repented of their past sins and were baptized (2:38).
The Bible teaches that salvation is “in Christ”
(2 Tim. 2:10) and that there is only one way to
get “into Christ.” “For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”
(Gal. 3:27). The Bible also teaches that being
in Christ, or in His body, is the save as being
in the church (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). Since
there is only one body (Eph. 4:4), then there is
only one church. Therefore, salvation is found
only in the church of which we read about in
the New Testament—Christ’s church. With

this knowledge, it is imperative that we be
able to recognize that one church today and
know how God adds individuals to that body.
The church Jesus built is easily recognizable. First, the church Jesus built wears His
name. “The churches of Christ salute you”
(Rom. 16:16). Second, the church Jesus built
can be recognized by Scriptural worship. God
authorizes five acts of worship: singing (Eph.
5:19), praying (Acts 16:25), teaching/preaching (2 Tim. 4:2), partaking of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7), and giving (1 Cor. 16:2). In
addition, the church Jesus built does not use
mechanical instruments of music in worship
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) and partakes of the
Lord’s Supper every Sunday (Acts 20:7). A
church which uses mechanical instruments of
music in worship or partakes of the Lord’s Supper on days other than Sunday (or only on special Sundays) is therefore not the church Jesus
built. Third, the church Jesus built teaches the

Scriptural plan of salvation. The Bible teaches that one is saved by hearing the Word of
God (Rom. 10:17), believing (Heb. 11:6),
repenting of past sins (Acts 2:37), confessing one’s faith (Rom. 10:10), being baptized
into Christ to have past sins forgiven (2:38;
1 Pet. 3:21), and living faithful unto death
(Rev. 2:10; 1 John 1:6-10). A church which
teaches some other plan is therefore not the
church Jesus built. The church Jesus built does
not teach that one is saved by faith only (Jam.
2:24), that one can do nothing whatsoever to
save himself (Acts 2:40), nor that one can say

a “sinner’s prayer” to be saved (John 9:31). A
church teaching any of these false doctrines is
therefore not the church Jesus built.
Since salvation is only in the church of
Christ, it is important to make sure that we
are members of that one body. God reveals to
us, in His Word, how to recognize His church
and how to be added to that body. Thanks be
to God for giving “us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3).
Lenoir City, TN

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one
Queen size bed and $69.99—two Full size
beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview
Lectures when making your reservations. If
you are planning on attending the lectureship
you may want to make your motel reservations
early.

Books
The lectureship book, Refuting Realized
Eschatology, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

book will contain 29 chapters and will be a
hard-cover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies
for gifts. The books will not be mailed until
after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2015) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes
the Defender (1970, 1972-2014), Beacon
(1972, 1974-2014), and other material.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of
restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		 				
		
		

		

			

			
				

		 				
		
		
		

				
				
			

		
			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am Prophecy of Joel
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Dot Lambert (Hospice care)
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Wyatt Blancheri (Henry & Paulette
Born’s grandson)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Larry Randolph (Ashley Brower’s
grandfather)
Russell Hammac (Lee Hammac’s
brother)

Please Remember
April 18
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
April 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

A Growing Church

Growth is attained by arduous and unified toil by each soul. Thus, I need to be
toiling on.
Delbert Goins
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Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
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Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

The Church Should Have Failed
Dub McClish

By all human standards the church Jesus
established through His apostles should never have “gotten off the ground.” Everything
seemed to be against its success and survival.
The men charged with establishing it all
over the world were so few—only twelve in the
beginning and a thirteenth added later. What
could such a small number of men do? Then
there was the problem of the man behind it.
Most people outside of the tiny areas of Judea
and Galilee had never heard of Jesus of Nazareth. Many who knew of Him despised Him
or, at best, regarded Him with nonchalance or
curiosity. He never held a public office, started a college, or wrote a song. The only thing
He ever wrote, as far as we know, He wrote
in the sand and we do not even know what
He wrote. To build something that would last,
surely Jesus went about it in the wrong way.
Even if people would listen to the message of His apostles, how could they possibly

accomplish the task? The fastest overland
transportation was horseback, but which of
the apostles could afford a horse? The most
rapid travel by sea was by slow sailing vessels.
Communications were no better. The apostles
could personally speak the message orally or
they could write it and send it on its way by
personal messenger. In either case, they were
limited by the slow travel methods.
What about the severe racial prejudice
among the first converts, even affecting the
apostles? Christ had sent them to all nations,
but their Jewish background caused them to
consider the Gentiles as unworthy of their
evangelistic efforts for years. Had it been but
a human enterprise, then it would surely have
failed. Herein lies a convincing proof that the
New Testament church is indeed a Divine institution. Could it be that the Lord designed it
to appear weak and foolish to men, so its success would be indisputable proof that it was of

God? Is not this hypothesis an illustration of
the principle Paul stated?
God chose the foolish things of the world,
that he might put to shame them that are
wise; and God chose the weak things of
the world, that he might put to shame
the things that are strong; and the base
things of the world, and the things that
are despised, did God choose, yea and the
things that are not, that he might bring to
nought the things that are: that no flesh
should glory before God (1 Cor. 1:27-29).
If men would only listen, they would not
marvel that the Gospel and the church that it
produces are equally indestructible. Jesus built
His church on the fact of His own Deity and

promised that death, Satan’s strongest weapon, would not prevail to prevent its establishment and perpetuity (Mat. 16:16-18). How
foolish are men who try to improve it to make
it more appealing to the masses. Wise men
will not tamper with it. Ought we not to press
on in full confidence that Christ is with His
faithful church, now and forever (28:20)?
Denton, TX

Open Forum Questions

If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one
Queen size bed and $69.99—two Full size
beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview
Lectures when making your reservations. If
you are planning on attending the lectureship
you may want to make your motel reservations
early.
Books
The lectureship book, Refuting Realized
Eschatology, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The
book will contain 29 chapters and will be a
hard-cover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies

for gifts. The books will not be mailed until
after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2015) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes
the Defender (1970, 1972-2014), Beacon
(1972, 1974-2014), and other material.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of
restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		 				
		
		

		

			

			
				

		 				
		
		
		

				
				
			

		
			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am Prophecy of Joel
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Dot Lambert who passed
away on April 18. Please keep Sandy and the rest of the family in your
prayers. Dot had been a member of the
Bellview congregation since the 1960s.

Please Remember
April 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
April 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Divination

The practice of divination to determine
the will of the gods was common in the
ancient Middle East. Several methods
were used, including: hepatoscopy, or
divination by the liver; hydromancy, or
divination by mixing liquids; and necromancy, or communication with the
dead (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of
the Bible 146).
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Calvinism and Romans 5:12
Charles Pogue

Every tenet of the sad system of Calvinism
is 100% in conflict with the natures of God,
man, sin, salvation, and with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
• God is no respecter of Persons (Acts
10:34-35). Thus unconditional election
is false
• Anyone can come to salvation (Rev.
22:17). Therefore, the doctrine of the
limited atonement is error.
• Men choose to obey God or rebel against
Him (2 The. 1:8-9). Consequently, irresistible grace is against the Truth of God.
• Sin is the transgression of the law of
God (1 John 3:4), and since infants cannot transgress the law of God, they are
not born in a depraved condition.
Over the past thirty or forty years much error, including Calvinism, has crept into the
churches of Christ. Some, for instance, claim
that once a person has obeyed Christ, he no

longer has free will, but no will at all! Unless
we miss our guess, sprinkling infants with rose
petals and calling it a “baby dedication” is a
mere half-step from sprinkling them with water and calling it “infant baptism.”
Calvinism is having success without any
help from those who know it is a false system.
We must make sure that our interpretation
of Scripture does not assist the proponents of
Calvinism or even imply that Calvinism may
be true. The devil has enslaved enough people
in that error without any help from us.
Consider, for instance, Romans 5:12.
Brethren have debated over whether death in
this passage refers to physical death or spiritual death. Those who insist that Adam and Eve
died spiritually when they sinned in the garden, hold that Romans 5:12 refers to spiritual
death. Romans 5:12 states: “Wherefore, as by
one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for

that all have sinned.” Notice that the death
that entered into the world and passes unto
all men was the consequence of the sin of one
man, Adam. If the death that passes to all men
as the result of Adam’s sin is spiritual death,
then all are born spiritually dead, the Calvinist
is right, and we should accept infant baptism.
However, the death Paul refers to is physical,
not spiritual death. Verses 11 and 14 bolster
this interpretation.

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via email please send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Someone asks, “Why then did Adam and
Eve not die the day they ate the forbidden
fruit? Genesis 2:17 says, “in the day” they ate
they would die, not on the day. In other words,
in the day Adam ate of the fruit, the consequences came into effect, not that he would
die in that twenty-four-hour period. Calvinism is a deadly doctrine with widespread acceptance—without incorrect interpretations
giving its adherents support.
Stilwell, OK

Open Forum Questions

If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one
Queen size bed and $69.99—two Full size
beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview
Lectures when making your reservations. If
you are planning on attending the lectureship
you may want to make your motel reservations
early.
Books
The lectureship book, Refuting Realized
Eschatology, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The
book will contain 29 chapters and will be a
hard-cover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies

for gifts. The books will not be mailed until
after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2015) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes
the Defender (1970, 1972-2014), Beacon
(1972, 1974-2014), and other material.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of
restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		 				
		
		

		

			

			
				

		 				
		
		
		

				
				
			

		
			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am Prophecy of Joel
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Louise Billiot
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
April 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
May 4
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

King Hezekiah’s Tunnel

Hezekiah’s tunnel was built in about
700 BC to bring water from the Gihon
spring into Jerusalem. In 1880 an interesting inscription was discovered, which
describes two groups of tunnellers, 45
m/150 ft underground, about to meet
in the middle after a very long route
from each end. They could hear one another’s picks. ‘On the day of the piercing through, the stone-cutters struck
through each to meet his fellow, axe
against axe. Then ran the water from the
spring to the pool…’ (Nelson’s Illustrated
Encyclopedia of the Bible 132).
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Free Will

Daniel Denham

One of the areas often hotly disputed in
religion and philosophy is the question of human free will. Are human beings free moral
agents? Do they have the inherent ability to
choose to do certain things or not do those
things? Do they have the power to obey or
disobey God on their own volition? Many
philosophies are deterministic in nature. By
deterministic we refer to the idea that human
beings have no real free will and that their actions are completely predetermined by forces
outside of their control. Even in many religions, determinism is a central part of the belief system.
However, the doctrine of determinism is
counter-intuitive, meaning that from the outset it runs contrary to what common sense itself would seem to dictate. If every action by
a human being is completely predetermined
by outside forces acting independently from
one’s own will, then no one could rightly

be held accountable for any action. No one
would be responsible for what they do. The
very concept of justice runs counter to this
conclusion. It is clearly false that people are
not at all responsible for their actions. They
most certainly are responsible and are held so
by our own legal systems, which operate on
the premise of personal responsibility to abide
by the legal norms and statutes of society for
the sake of stability, peace, and safety. This is
fundamental to any orderly society. To hold
people responsible is implicit in any legal system. This presupposes the ability of people to
comply of their own free will with the laws of
that society.
Also, the idea of determinism is self-defeating in that it implies that one cannot change
one’s mind of his own accord. This contradicts
the practice of teaching deterministic systems
in religion or philosophy. Teaching implies
the capacity for the one taught to learn, which

implies some measure of control of will on
his or her part. It is patently absurd to maintain that people ought to come to believe in
the specific deterministic system while maintaining that it is impossible for them to do so
of their own accord. When one holds to determinism, he implicitly admits the falsity of
his position when he seeks to rationally convince others of its truth. If the system were
true, then people would have to believe in it
anyway. They would be compelled to do so

Open Forum Questions

If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

by the predetermining power outside themselves to do so. So why spend time arguing for
its truth? Why try to convince someone that
he really cannot be convinced of anything of
himself? That would be an exercise in futility,
if the system were really true.
The Bible teaches that man is a free moral
agent. We have the innate ability to choose to
obey God. “Choose you this day whom ye will
serve,” proclaimed Joshua to the Hebrews in
his farewell address (Jos. 24:15). Christianity
is premised on the ability of “whosoever will”
to come and drink of the waters of life (Rev.
22:17). The invitation of Christ is open to all
(Mat. 11:28-30).
Parrish, FL

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one
Queen size bed and $69.99—two Full size
beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview
Lectures when making your reservations. If
you are planning on attending the lectureship
you may want to make your motel reservations
early.
Books
The lectureship book, Refuting Realized
Eschatology, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The
book will contain 29 chapters and will be a
hard-cover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies

for gifts. The books will not be mailed until
after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2015) will
be available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price
of the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes the Defender (1970, 1972-2014), Beacon (1972, 1974-2014), and other material.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of
restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		
		

				
			

		
		 			
				
		
		

				
				

		 				
		

			

		
		

			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am The Prophecy of Joel		
				
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Louise Billiot
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Marge Casey (Linda Worley’s friend)

Please Remember
May 10
Deacons’ meeting will be held after
the afternoon service, in room 1.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Ten Rules for Happier Living

1. Give something away (no strings
attached).
2. Do a kindness (and forget it).
3. Spend a few minutes with the
aged (their experience is a priceless
guidance).
4. Look intently into the face of a
baby (and marvel).
5. Laugh often (it is life’s lubricant).
6. Give thanks (a thousand times a
day is not enough).
7. Pray (or you will lose the way).
8. Work (with vim and vigor).
9. Plan as though you will live forever
(because you will).
10. Live as though you will die tomorrow (because you will die on some
tomorrow).
Author Unknown
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Seeking the Lord
Bruce Stulting

The Scriptures often speak of man’s need
to seek the Lord. On Mars’ Hill, Paul stated,
that God created man and set the limits of his
habitation “That they should seek the Lord, if
haply they might feel after him, and find him,
though he be not far from every one of us”
(Acts 17:26-27). It is essential for everyone to
seek the Lord. Yet, some deny His existence.
There is no excuse for reaching such a conclusion. Those who deny the Lord and refuse to
seek Him are foolish indeed and without excuse (Psa. 14:1; Rom. 1:20-22).
Why Should One Seek the Lord?
Blessings await those who seek the Lord.
David assures us, “Blessed are the undefiled in
the way, Who walk in the law of the Lord.
Blessed are they that keep his testimonies,
And that seek him with the whole heart” (Psa.
119:1-2). It is important to notice that these
blessings are conditional. First, they are dependent upon faith and purity (119:1). Faith

and purity are dependent upon seeking God
and obeying His commandments. Salvation,
prayer, hope, and peace are just a few of the
many blessings that are offered to those who
seek the Lord. In fact, all spiritual blessings
are found only in Christ (Eph. 1:3). God truly
rewards those who diligently seek Him (Heb.
11:6).
How Should One Seek the Lord?
David stated, “With my whole heart have
I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy
commandments” (Psa. 119:10). Jesus said,
“No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon” (Mat. 6:24).
Those who have a divided heart will never truly
find the Lord. In this same context, Jesus said,
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness” (6:33). Evidence of God’s
existence is found in His creation (Psa. 19:1).

However, to truly seek the Lord requires diligent study of His Word (2 Tim. 2:15).
When Should One Seek the Lord?
It is important to seek the Lord now. Many
wait too long and death overtakes them before they even start. Solomon concluded that
one must remember God in their youth (Ecc.

12:1). It is hard to change once one grows old
and set in their ways. Thus, we must “Seek ye
the Lord while he may be found” (Isa. 55:6).
Do you recognize the urgency of seeking the
Lord? Are you seeking Him?
Huntsville, TX

Open Forum Questions

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Moral Issues We Face (2011) @ $11.00 (20 copies remain)
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2015) (PDF format) @ $37.50
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		 Postage/Handling ($3.50 per Book):
_________
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________
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Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am The Prophecy of Joel		
				
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am The Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Marge Casey (Linda Worley’s friend)

Please Remember
May 17
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
May 18
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

Door Knocking

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
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June 6
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.
“For in the true nature of things, if we
rightly consider, every green tree is far
more glorious than if it were made of
gold and silver” (Martin Luther). In
these tough times the gifts we give are
closer to “every green tree” than “gold
and silver.” It can be a good thing: if
we are forced to be creative, spend time
making choices, we can give gifts with
far more sentimental value. Be gracious.
Understand. Love. God bless.
Tim Smith
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The Conflict Is Real
Dub McClish

Many go through life not realizing that a
conflict between good and evil, Truth and error, is raging about them. Some do not perceive the conflict, having become convinced
that evil is not so bad, good is not all that
good, and error is about as good as Truth.
Others would have us believe that neither absolute good nor Truth even exist (so how can
indistinguishable forces be in conflict?). However, as surely as God is God and Satan is Satan, this conflict rages.
God’s people have always known conflict with the devil and his henchmen in this
world. This unrelenting clash is first demonstrated in God’s Edenic threat to Satan: “and
I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel” (Gen. 3:15). It can be tracked in the experiences of the patriarchs. It becomes more
pronounced in the history of Israel, dating

from her bondage in Egypt until she is finally
given, over a millennium later, to her uncircumcised enemies due to her own, never-ending cycles, of acquiescence to evil. The conflict escalated while our Lord and His apostles
were on earth. They often warned of trials and
persecution for the sake of Truth and righteousness (e.g., Mat. 5:10-12; John 15:18-21;
2 Tim. 3:12).
The Holy Spirit often applies the military motif—a figure of conflict—to the life
of the disciple of Christ. Christians are soldiers at war, but this war is not fought with
weapons of carnal warfare (2 Cor. 10:3-4).
As soldiers, we are to “war the good warfare”
(1 Tim. 1:18). Our archenemy attacks us by
means of “fleshly lusts, which war against the
soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). The good soldier of Christ
will suffer hardship for his Commander-inchief, even as Paul did (2 Tim. 2:3). His service requires the avoidance of any entangling

alliances that he may single-heartedly serve his
Commander (2:4).
We are not in a mock battle, but a real war,
the “fight the good fight of the faith” (1 Tim.
6:12). Paul, ever one to practice what he
preached, could say as he saw the end nearing,
“I have fought the good fight” (2 Tim. 4:7).
We are to “resist the devil” rather than compromise and surrender to him (Jam. 4:7). If
we resist him not, our souls will become part
of the spoils of war in his triumph over us
(Col. 2:8). The conflict is very real, even as

the principles of good and evil and the principals behind them are real. Let us awaken to
the conflict and fight with all of our might for
Truth and righteousness!
Denton, TX

Open Forum Questions

If you have a question send it to
mhatcher@gmail.com
or call 850.455.7595

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Moral Issues We Face (2011) @ $11.00 (20 copies remain)
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2015) (PDF format) @ $37.50
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		 Postage/Handling ($3.50 per Book):
_________
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________
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Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am The Prophecy of Joel		
				
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am The Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
May 27
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.

Door Knocking
June 6
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.

Members’ Directory

Carl Ayliffe’s new cell phone number is
490-3828. Please update your directory.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Papyrus

Papyrus is a sedge which grew in the
marsh areas of the Nile Delta. The paper of the ancient world was made from
this plant, which has mop-like flowerheads about 3 m/10 ft high. The threecornered stems were cut into thin strips.
Two layers, one at right-angles to the
other, were laid out on a hard wooden
surface and hammered together. These
sheets of paper were then pasted end
to end, to form a roll. Papyrus was also
used to make boats and baskets, ropes
and sandals (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 88).
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Premeditated Murder
Paul Vaughn

Every day in the United States of America
there is an holocaust of innocent lives being
carried out. This destruction of innocent lives
is not being conducted by an aggressive invading army or religious terrorist who fanatically
kill men, women, and children. This killing of
innocents is premeditated murder that is sanctioned by both the federal and state government. It is called abortion.
Abortion is the deliberate annihilation of
a human life while yet in its mother’s womb.
Why has society advanced to the point that
the womb is an extremely dangerous place for
a baby to live? There is no reverence of God
in many hearts and many Americans are more
concerned about sexual freedom than protecting the innocent babies that cannot defend
themselves. We must as a people abhor the
premeditated murder of an unborn child.
One of the arguments advanced by

“pro-choice” adherents is the woman’s right
over her body. What about the rights of the
baby? An unborn baby is human. An unborn
baby is alive. An unborn baby can respond
to stimuli, yet, the society of death is seeking
to murder them. Our culture has established
laws to protect seals and bald eagles, but the
most innocent of our society, babies, has an
open season on them.
God views the unborn baby as human. It
is written:
For You formed my inward parts; You
covered me in my mother’s womb. I will
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very well (Psa.
139:13-14—NKJV).
Dear friend, let each one of us stand firm
against abortion, the premeditated murder of
innocent babies.
Marion, VA

Effort Not Wasted!!

A young woman, who was a great lover of
flowers, had set out a rare vine at the base of
a stone wall. It grew vigorously, but it did not
bloom. Day after day she cultivated it and
watered it and tried in every way to coax it
into bloom. One morning, as she stood disappointedly before it, her invalid neighbor,
whose back lot adjoined her own, called over
and said, “You can’t imagine how much I have
been enjoying the blooms of that vine you
planted.” The owner looked, and on the other
side of the wall was a mass of blooms. The vine
had crept through the crevices and flowered
luxuriantly on the other side.

So often we think our efforts are thrown
away because we do not see the fruits. We
need to learn that in God’s service our prayers,
our toil, our crosses are never in vain. Somewhere they bear fruit and hearts will receive a
blessing.
Maybe that is why the apostle Paul was so
insistent on the unity of our efforts in Christ.
Because he knew that our efforts would be
given increase by God (1 Cor. 3:6) so a man
would not have to boast in self but would surrender life to the glory of God. Let us be about
our Father’s business.
Author Unknown

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd;
Pensacola, FL 32526) is providing a special
rate for those attending the Bellview Lectures.
The price (tax not included) is $59.99—one
Queen size bed and $69.99—two Full size
beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview
Lectures when making your reservations. If
you are planning on attending the lectureship
you may want to make your motel reservations
early.
Books
The lectureship book, Refuting Realized
Eschatology, may be purchased at the price
of $25.00 (plus $3.75 per book for postage). Make checks out to Bellview Church of
Christ. The book will contain 29 chapters and
will be a hardcover book. Everyone will want

to purchase a copy and perhaps additional
copies for gifts. The books will not be mailed
until after the lectures are over.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (19751976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2015) will be
available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.75. The CD will also includes
the Defender (1970, 1972-2014), Beacon
(1972, 1974-2014), and other material.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ
will provide a free lunch on Saturday, Monday,
and Tuesday. For all other meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com

				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		
		

				
			

		
		 			
				
		
		

				
				

		 				
		

			

		
		

			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am The Prophecy of Joel		
				
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am The Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
June 7
Pre-lectureship meeting after the
afternoon service, in room 1. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
June 12-16
40th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme – Refuting Realized Eschatology:

Door Knocking
June 6
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Postage Increase

Effective May 31 the U.S. Postal Service will increase the postage for parcel and bulk mailing. This increase will
affect the cost of mailing the Defender,
Beacon, and the lectureship books and
CD. The price for mailing the lectureship books will be $3.75 and the price
for mailing the CD will be $2.75.
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Should the Church Change?
Ken Chumbley

We hear a lot today about change and the
need to change particularly as it applies to the
political realm. From time to time we also hear
calls for change in the church. There is nothing
wrong with change, in and of itself. Further,
there is nothing wrong with having changes in
the church provided that such changes do not
violate the authority of God’s Word. Sadly, because of ignorance of the truth, some would
seek to introduce things into the church that
violate the authority of God’s Word. Changes
of this kind will only weaken the church of the
Lord and cause it to lose its distinctiveness.
A number of years ago, a church building
in south Texas was destroyed by fire. Because
of the actions of members of the congregation, the preacher’s library was saved. Among
the last books to be brought out was a book
titled How To Set The Church Afire, written
by Wayne Dehoney, a former president of the
Southern Baptist Convention. In that book he

made some observations regarding the Lord’s
church that are interesting:
A closer look at the churches of Christ
would hardly reveal that their brand of
religion is on the downgrade! This fastgrowing group is one of the most potent
missionary and evangelistic forces in the
country. Their congregations are flourishing, and new churches are continually
being established. A profile of faith and
practice contradicts practically every “solid conclusion” by the authorities of the
main-line denominational establishments
about the renewal the church must experience to “survive.” The churches of Christ
are anti-ecumenical in their relationships;
conservative in their theology; autonomous and democratic in their congregational practice without any semblance of
a denominational super-structure; they
make rigid moral and ethical demands on
their members in such matters as social

drinking; they are not “social-action” oriented; they have a “messianic complex”
of being the true people of God and the
true church! All of these factors combine
to give them a high motivation, an unquenchable zeal, and an inescapable compulsion to win the world to an acceptance
of their convictions and beliefs. And they
are growing rapidly!
These words were written back in the 1960s
when the Lord’s church was growing rapidly. When we look at what he has written, we

see why the church was growing. Sadly, many
of the things that he notes as distinguishing
the church from other religious groups have
changed. Has that change been good? When
we realize that such changes have taken away
the distinctiveness of the church, it is clear
that they are not pleasing to God. Further, the
church has not continued to grow. We need to
think carefully about bringing about changes
in the church to be sure that any changes we
make do not violate the Lord’s will.
Deceased

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Moral Issues We Face (2011) @ $11.00 (20 copies remain)
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2015) (PDF format) @ $37.75
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		 Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
_________
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		
		

				
			

		
		 			
				
		
		

				
				

		 				
		

			

		
		

			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

		
		

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am The Prophecy of Joel		
				
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am The Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Door Knocking
June 6
Door Knocking at 9:30 a.m. Meet
in the zone room.

Please Remember
June 7
Pre-lectureship meeting after the
afternoon service, in room 1. All
members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
June 12-16
40th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme – Refuting Realized Eschatology:
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Postage Increase

Effective May 31 the U.S. Postal Service increased the postage for parcel and
bulk mailing. This increase will affect
the cost of mailing the Defender, Beacon, and the lectureship books and CD.
Please consider signing up to receive
the Defender and Beacon via e-mail. The
price for mailing the lectureship books
will be $3.75 and the price for mailing
the CD will be $2.75.
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Fellowship Is Not
Johnny Oxendine

.

.

.

.
.

.

In Galatians Paul responds to Peter’s sinful actions immediately and publicly. The
ramifications of his actions, if not confronted, would have created an insurmountable divide between God’s people (both Jewish and
Gentile Christians) with an implied sanction
of discrimination by a leading apostle. In other words, if Paul had said nothing, had done
nothing, then Peter would have become a de
facto hero among the Jews (who were intent
on proselytizing the Gentiles) and the church
would have disintegrated into a cult in disarray. Not only was Peter acting contrary to
what we see in Acts 10 with Cornelius, but
also we see actions that are shameful, considering what Paul wrote to the Ephesian church
regarding the veil’s being rent and the twain
becoming one (new man) in Christ.
Worse, this unwillingness to expose sin
(clearly demanded in Ephesians 5:11) by defending the Gospel has become commonplace

in the church worldwide today, being replaced
by an ecumenical denominationalism that
embraces tolerance of anything and everything, including the most incredible of sins.
More and more frequently are brethren
sticking their collective ostrich heads in the
sand rather than withdrawing fellowship from
those who perpetrate false teaching/ doctrine.
The numerous examples of these occurrences
are less important than looking at what the
Scriptures say on the matter, and whether we
are complying with the Lord and His commands, or simply condoning the practices of
Satan and his efforts to undermine the Lord
and His church.
We cannot have it both ways. We cannot
call ourselves “Christians” and allow for sin “in
the camp,” expecting God to do the same that
we may continue to deceive ourselves that we
are in fellowship with Him. There is no darkness in the Lord; there is only light—goodness

and love! To imply (as the homosexuals and
adulterers attempt to do) that God is accepting of sinful activities by anyone is not to
know God. Paul did not confront Peter to embarrass him, nor did he intend to humiliate
him publicly. Rather, he had an abiding concern for the brother’s soul, and realized that if
his sin were not corrected immediately, those
who were also being persuaded by Peter’s actions would ultimately lose their path to salvation as well.

This common problem is seen among
brethren in both the United States and the
United Kingdom, and needs to be understood
better from a Biblical perspective. Paul says
that Peter (and those who acquiesced with his
actions through their inaction, which is a quiet complicity) did not walk according to the
truth of the Gospel. This means that anyone
not walking according to the Gospel’s Truth is
in error and needs to repent!
San Mateo, CA

				
				
				

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00
_________
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00
_________
____ copies of Moral Issues We Face (2011) @ $11.00 (20 copies remain)
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00
_________
		 Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2015) (PDF format) @ $37.75
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
		
Total:
_________
Send To: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________

				
				
				
				

				
				
				
				
				
			

		
		

			
				

		 				
		
		

				
			

		
		 			
				
		
		

				
				

		 				
		

			

		
		

			
			

		

40th Annual Bellview Lectures
Refuting Realized Eschatology
June 12 – 16, 2015

		
		

Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History?		
				
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
				
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14		
				
Charles Pogue
10:00 am The Prophecy of Joel		
				
Bruce Stulting
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12		
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
				
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 The. 2:1-12		
				
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy		
				
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE		
				
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses		
				
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
				
Gene Hill
Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine		
				
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
			
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar
			
(Galatians 4:20-31) Jess Whitlock
10:00 am The Sin-Death Doctrine of RE
				
Daniel Denham
11:00 am Exposition of John 5:24-29
				
Charles Pogue
Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of 1 The. 4:13-18
				
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm Old Testament Texts Misused
			
by RE
David P. Brown
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm Interpretation of Figurative
			
Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
				
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13
				
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Does Revelation Prove RE?
				
Doug Post
11:00 am Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
				
Dub McClish
Lunch Break
1:00 pm The Olivet Discourse and
			
Luke 17:20-37
Lee Moses
2:00 pm The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Judgment and Resurrection
			
of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, 		
			
and Hell
Danny Douglas
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
OJ Savage (Karen Hatcher’s father)

Please Remember
June 12-16
40th Annual Bellview Lectures:
Theme – Refuting Realized Eschatology:

Postage Increase

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Effective May 31 the U.S. Postal Service increased the postage for parcel and
bulk mailing. This increase will affect
the cost of mailing the Defender, Beacon, and the lectureship books and CD.
Please consider signing up to receive
the Defender and Beacon via e-mail. The
price for mailing the lectureship books
will be $3.75 and the price for mailing
the CD will be $2.75.

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear...............................Romans 10:17
Believe................................Mark 16:16
Repent............................. Luke 13:3, 5
Confess...................... Romans 10:9-10
Baptism..................................Acts 2:38
Be Faithful............1 Corinthians 15:58
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Summer is Here!
Danny Douglas

Summer is here and the days are longer. Indeed, this is a good time of year, as are all of
the seasons that God has made. The seasons
are determined by the earth’s position in relation to the lights that God put in the heavens,
as Moses wrote:
And God said, Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the
day from the night; and let them be for
signs, and for seasons, and for days, and
years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth: and it was so. And God made
two great lights; the greater light to rule
the day, and the lesser light to rule the
night: he made the stars also. And God
set them in the firmament of the heaven
to give light upon the earth, And to rule
over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God
saw that it was good. And the evening and

the morning were the fourth day (Gen.
1:14-19).
While the days are longer in the summer
time, the nights grow shorter. While we enjoy
the long days of summer, sadly, there are other
things that grow shorter for many people.
Clothing becomes shorter and more revealing. The Bible admonishes us to be pure
(1 Tim. 5:22) and holy (1 Pet. 1:16). Yet,
the clothing of many people, including some
members of the church, falls far short of the
modesty which God demands and which every spiritual-minded person should desire.
Many fail to realize, that modesty begins in
the heart, as Paul instructed Timothy: “In
like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or
gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which
becometh women professing godliness) with
good works” (1 Tim. 2:9-10). Vine has this to

say regarding aidos, the Greek word translated
shamefastness:
“a sense of shame, modesty,” is used regarding the demeanor of women in the
church, 1 Tim. 2:9 (some mss. have it
in Heb. 12:28 for deos, “awe”: here only
in NT). “Shamefastness is that modesty which is ‘fast’ or rooted in the character…” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words).
Thayer defines it as: “sense of shame, modesty: 1 Tim 2:9; reverence, Heb 12:28.”

The provocative clothing that many mothers allow and even encourage, by their example, is more in line with the attire of a harlot than that of a Christian woman. What
a far cry such women are from the virtuous
and godly women that God would have them
to be (Pro. 31:10-31). The Scriptures enjoin
upon the older Christian women to teach the
younger to be “chaste” (Tit. 2:3-5). Evidently,
many women and girls are more interested in
being “chased” than “chaste”! What a shame
that they have no shame! Many boys and men,

Bellview Lectures Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:
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as well, dress in such a manner so as to draw
unfavorable attention. Climate, sports events,
vacation, and outdoor activities are absolutely no excuse for one’s flesh to be on display.
There is never an excuse for any sin! Never!
During the warm part of the year in one
place where we lived, as I was driving down
the street one day, I spotted one of the senior

Christian Stedfastness
Walter E. Isenhour

There’s a depth in Christian meekness,
There’s a height in Christian grace,
That will help us in our weakness
To be faithful in our place,
And to feel that we are doing
Something worthy of our time—
Yes, the will of God pursuing
That is blessed and sublime.
There’s a depth in holy living
That will keep us from the wrong,
And will bless us in our giving,
Whether life be short or long;
That will give us sweet assurance
Of a better world than this,
As with patience and endurance
We look up to Heaven’s bliss.
		
		

There’s a depth in prayer that’s resting,
There’s a height in love that’s grand,
That gives strength in times of testing
As for God we take our stand;
That keeps Godly people shining
On life’s journey here below,
And from useless, sad repining
While in Christians grace we grow.

members of the congregation out doing yard
work. Yard work is fine, but her attire was astonishing and shameful. She could easily be
seen by neighbors and those passing by. Later,
I learned that her nickname was “Bikini Granny.” What a shameful appellation for a woman representing the church of our Lord and
claiming to be a Christian!
This time of year is a time of more lust, lasciviousness, and immorality, for many people.
The Scriptures warn:
Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts,
which war against the soul; Having your
conversation honest among the Gentiles:
that, whereas they speak against you as
evildoers, they may by your good works,
which they shall behold, glorify God in
the day of visitation (1 Pet. 2:11-12).
Yet, many times one cannot distinguish
some church members from the worldliest
people in town by the way they dress!
Also, in the summer, church attendance
grows shorter for some members. Perhaps
they reason that since the days are long and
enjoyable, that it is acceptable to miss Sunday
evening [afternoon] worship or mid-week Bible Study to go places, or work and play outside. Some will even miss the entire Lord’s day
of worship while on vacation. They behave as
if their only obligation is to please the church
members back home. Do they not realize that
God is to be obeyed at all times, and worshiped faithfully? He sees us wherever we are
(Heb. 4:13; Pro. 15:3). Let us be “the faithful
in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1:1), in personal life, in
dress, in worship, and in all ways!
Mt. Pleasant, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
June 21
Lectureship critique after the afternoon service, in room 1. All members of the congregation are encouraged to attend.
June 24
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.

Members’ Directory

Carl Ayliffe’s cell phone number is
490-3858. The number was incorrectly
printed in a previous issue of the Beacon. Please update your directory.
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Postage Increase

Effective May 31 the U.S. Postal Service increased the postage for parcel and
bulk mailing. This increase will affect
the cost of mailing the Defender, Beacon, and the lectureship books and CD.
Please consider signing up to receive
the Defender and Beacon via e-mail. The
price for mailing the lectureship books
will be $3.75 and the price for mailing
the CD will be $2.75.
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The Baptism of Jesus
Brad Green

As we study the public ministry of Jesus, it
is extremely important to note that it basically
begins with Him coming to John to be baptized. This is the first event recorded in Scripture about Jesus’ life since He was twelve years
old. By now, Jesus is about thirty and His path
has been made ready by His forerunner, John
the Baptizer. The inspired Matthew records,
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan
unto John, to be baptized of him” (Mat. 3:13).
There are several powerful lessons to be understood from this historical event.
First, Baptism is Necessary to Please
God. Sadly, many claim that this passage
teaches that baptism is not necessary nor for
the remission of sins. Their assertion is that
since Jesus was without sin, thus not in need
of forgiveness, and He was baptized anyway,
then baptism is not for the forgiveness of past
sins. This claim is false! Nothing regarding the
baptism of Jesus contradicts known passages

such as Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21, and Acts
2:38 which clearly teach that baptism is for
the forgiveness of sins and that baptism is indeed necessary for salvation. Jesus did not
need remission of sins since He was, in fact,
sinless. However, Jesus came to this earth to
do His Father’s business (Luke 2:49) and baptism is a part of the Father’s plan to save man.
Mark writes, “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). Further, Jesus reveals that He would be baptized to “fulfil all righteousness” (Mat. 3:15). Jesus could
only be sinless if He obeyed His Father’s commands. One such command was baptism. Later in Jesus’ ministry, He asks the chief priests
and elders:
The baptism of John, whence was it? from
heaven, or of men? And they reasoned
with themselves, saying, If we shall say,
From heaven; he will say unto us, Why

did ye not then believe him? But if we
shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for
all hold John as a prophet (21:25-26).
The obvious answer is that the baptism of
John was from God and thus a command that
Jesus would gladly obey. The inspired writer
Luke states that those who were not baptized
after hearing John preach “rejected the counsel of God against themselves” (Luke 7:29).
Had Jesus not been baptized, He would have
rejected the counsel of God against Himself

and therefore would not have been sinless. Because of Jesus’ obedience, God said, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”
(Mat. 3:17). If we are to be pleasing to God,
we must follow the example of Jesus, obey
the commands of the Father, and be baptized. Otherwise, we reject the counsel of God
against ourselves.
Second, Baptism Is Immersion. When Jesus was baptized, the inspired accounts state
that He came up “out of the water” (3:16;
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Mark 1:10). Jesus had to come up out of the
water because He had been plunged beneath
it by John. The Greek word translated baptized means “to dip,” according to Thayer’s
Greek Lexicon, and “to submerge, immerse, or
to make overwhelmed (i.e., full wet)” according to Strong’s. Unfortunately, many in the
denominational world define baptize as sprinkling or pouring even though the Greek word
means to immerse. From the baptism of Jesus, we learn that the act of obedience which
is pleasing to the Father is immersion.
Third, The Godhead Consists of Three
Distinct Personalities. After Jesus is immersed by John, and He came up out of the
water, the Bible teaches that “the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased” (Mat. 3:16-17). At this very

moving and awe-inspiring moment, all three
personages of Deity (i.e., the Godhead) are
present. Jesus, who was God in the flesh (John
1:14), the Holy Spirit, who descended like a
dove and sat upon Jesus, and God, the Father,
who spoke from Heaven, “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased” are all present. This fact destroys the proposition held
by the Oneness Pentecostals that there is only
one person in the Godhead—Jesus. This doctrine is also known as the “Jesus Only” doctrine. The baptism of Jesus, as recorded by inspiration, clearly demonstrates that the One
God of the Bible consists of three distinct
personalities.
The baptism of Jesus serves as a great and
powerful example to us all. If we are to be
Christ-like, we must submit to God’s commands and go about doing our Father’s
business.
Lenoir City, TN

My Never Again List

		
		

Never again will I say, “I can’t,” for “I can
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phi. 4:13).
Never again will I admit lack, for “my God
shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (4:19).
Never again will I fear, for “God hath not
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7).
Never again will I harbor doubt and lack
of faith, for “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear” (Psa. 27:1).
Never again will I allow the supremacy of
Satan over my life, for “greater is he that is in
you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

Never again will I admit defeat, for “God,
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ,
and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place” (2 Cor. 2:14).
Never again will I lack wisdom, for “If any
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him” (Jam. 1:5).
Never again will I be worried and frustrated, “Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7).
Never again will I be in bondage, for “the
Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor. 3 17).
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Cary Parks
Debbie Dawson
Ray Foshee
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
the family of Tim Smith, who passed
away on June 20, 2015. Please keep
Freda and the rest of the family in
your prayers. Tim was a faithful Gospel preacher who stood for the truth of
God’s Word.

Please Remember
June 24
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
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Offensive Cross

To some the cross is offensive! Should
we apologize for the cross, like politicians do for it? Some social groups in
our nation are offended because the
cross spells an ending to their lifestyle: homosexuality, open sexual activity, pre-marriages, and specially against
those who practice “living in” fornication and never marrying at all.
Delbert Goins
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Biblical Love
David P. Brown

In the English language love is singular in
expressing what it takes four Greek words to
do.
1. Eros, from whence the English word
erotic derives, expresses “sexual desire, possibly inordinate desire,” and does not appear in
the Bible.
2. Storge does not appear as such in the Bible. However, it combines with other words
and means “family affection.”
3. Phileo, Thayer, the Greek lexicographer
says, “denotes an inclination prompted by
sense and emotion.” Lenski, another Greek
lexicographer, writes that phileo is “the love of
affection and personal attachment.”
4. Agape is a determination of the mind
producing deliberate conviction and policy of
life. It is the love of doing right simply because it is right. Therefore, Jesus could command: “Love your enemies” (Mat. 5:44). He
did not command family affection (Storge) or

“personal attachment” “prompted by sense
and emotion” for tender affection (phileo). He
did command a mental resolve, an exercise of
the will, to seek the highest good of any who
would lightly or strongly dislike him.
Jesus loved (agape) the scribes and Pharisees
when He said to them, “Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites!” (23:15). Paul loved
(agape) the church at Corinth when he said,
“For ye are yet carnal” (1 Cor. 3:3). Peter
manifested his love when he referred to false
prophets as “natural brute beasts…Spots…
blemishes…wells without water…speak great
swelling words of vanity…themselves are the
servants of corruption” (2 Pet. 2:2, 12ff). In
each case, the truth was taught manifesting
our Lord’s and His apostles’ desire for their
hearers and readers highest good (John 8:32;
Gal. 4:16). Hence, agape does not change
when the emotions surge and wane. Such is
indicative of its relationship to an objective

standard, God’s Word. Agape always leads one
to obey without question the commandments
of God (1 John 4:18; 5:3). Through the Gospel agape proves the faith of man by soliciting
him to choose between God and Satan (Jos.
24:15, 22; Psa. 119:30; Pro. 1:29; Isa. 7:15;
Acts 2:41-42; 1 Cor. 15:14).
Agape is the highest love because it regulates with saneness and sobriety the emotional forms of love. No form of love, therefore,
rises higher nor in any way sets aside the love
that always under any and all circumstances

leads to obedience to God’s law. Jesus said, “If
ye love me, keep my commandments” (John
14:15).
If one expands in greater family affection
(storge) he must cultivate agape. This alone will
prompt obedience to the precepts of the Lord
in all areas of family affection and life. If one
would increase in “the love and affection and
personal attachment” (phileo), he must nourish agape. Unless the regulatory power of agape
over the other forms of love is recognized and
employed, the sobering effect of the Bible will
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be discarded for a life of emotional instability
and a general lack of conviction on anything
(subjectivism).
All manner of relationships, marriages included, are founded on eros, storge, and phileo
with little, if any, agape present. All such relationships are doomed to failure. Emotions
or “feelings” are not enough to cement close
friendships and intimate family ties in times
of illness, poverty, and the dire calamities that
are the common lot of mankind. In “sickness
and in health and for better or for worse,”
agape is the prime mover behind being “stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor.
15:58).
A perfect example of the importance and
power of agape in the life of a mortal is recorded in Genesis 22:1-14. Through the eye
of faith we see Abraham obey God as he takes
Isaac, his son, his only son, whom he loves,
and rising early in the morning journey to the
land of Moriah to offer his son of promise for
a burnt offering. Finally the place is reached
and the father of the faithful lays the wood
on his beloved son. Abraham takes the fire
and knife, and both father and son together,
go to do the bidding of God. What fatherly
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emotions must have pulsed in the heart of the
old man when Isaac asked where the sacrificial
lamb was! From Abraham’s lips Agape replies:
“My son, God will provide himself a lamb for
a burnt offering” (22:8). Abraham built the altar “and laid the wood in order” (22:9). As he
bound “his son,” Isaac at least by then knew
what must be. But more than Isaac’s realization is the fact that Abraham fully realized that
Isaac understood what was about to transpire.
Oh, the godly cooperation that agape creates
as father and son fulfill their particular parts in
obedience to God! Then while Abraham’s arm
was outstretched and the knife poised to do
the bidding of Jehovah, the angel of the Lord
stayed the aging father’s hand.
Can we not see that Abraham controlled
the emotional forms of love because of his love
(agape) of God and God’s will? He brought
his feelings (emotions) under the control of
God and there, along with Isaac, he kept them
to the obedience of the will of God. Abraham knew that God would never ask of him
what was not best for him. The Bible nowhere
teaches that law and love are mutually exclusive in the lives of faithful children of God. No
form of love ever manifests itself in a greater,
fuller, deeper, and higher manner than when
it is revealed in one obeying God (Rev. 2:10;
Mat. 26:39-40; Heb. 5:8-9). We are caused
to understand more fully why the inspired
Paul wrote: “But now abideth faith, hope,
love, these three; and the greatest of these is
love [agape]” (1 Cor. 13:13—ASV). Also this
is why John wrote, “but whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily hath the love of God been
perfected” (1 John 2:5—ASV).
Spring, TX
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Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
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Tim Busch
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Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
July 6
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Do You Wonder Why?

“God didn’t put me on this earth
To have an easy time,
He put me here to fight a fight,
To hold a battle line.
He put me here to help the weak,
And help myself grow strong;
He put me here to lend a hand
And help the world along.
He put me here say a word
Of encouragement and cheer;
He put me here to sing a song
For someone else to hear.
He didn’t put me here to whine,
Stick out my lips, and pout;
He put me here to work,
And Satan’s evil rout.
He only asks I do my best
To carry out his plan,
Forget rewards and starry crowns,
And leave all in His hand.”
Author Unknown
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Abounding In the Work of the Lord (Part 1)
Bruce Stulting

According to Paul, Christians are “labourers together with God” (1 Cor. 3:9). The
Christian life ought to be filled with work for
the Master. Based on the hope of the resurrection, Paul said:
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord (15:58).
The work of the Lord involves the greatest
privileges, responsibilities, and rewards of any
area of work known to man.
It is interesting that this work involves each
and every Christian. Notice that Paul addresses this admonition to “my beloved brethren.”
It is not addressed to the elders only, although
they must set the example (1 Pet. 5:3). Nor
is it addressed to deacons only, although the
word deacon means “servant” (Acts 6:1-3). As
surprising as it may seem too many, it is not

addressed to preachers only, although he has
specific work to do (2 Tim. 2:15; 4:5).
The New Testament teaches that every
Christian must be a worker for the Lord. This
point is clearly set forth in the parable of the
talents (Mat. 25:14-30). Every servant was
given talents according to his ability. Even
the one talent servant was expected to work.
Each servant was required to give an account
and was rewarded or punished accordingly.
The Scriptures often compare the church to
a physical body (Rom. 12:5). As with a physical body, each member must do their part for
the overall good of the spiritual body of Christ
(1 Cor. 12:12-21).
Christians may differ in ability, but there
is no exemption from doing the work of the
Lord. There is no exemptions based on education, age gender, nationality, etc. When
the disciples in Jerusalem were scattered
abroad because of persecution, Luke stated,

“Therefore they that were scattered abroad
went every where preaching the word” (Acts
8:4). There will always be plenty of work in
the Lord’s church for a Paul and a Timothy; a
Eunice and a Dorcas; a Barnabas and a Mark
Abounding in the work of the Lord means
happiness here and heaven hereafter. Each

Christian must examine their service and
ask, “Am I abounding in the Lord’s work?”
Remember, the question is not, “Am I occasionally doing the Lord’s work?” Rather, one
must ask, “Am I abounding in it?” Let us all
remember, “the night cometh, when no man
can work” (John 9:4).
Huntsville, TX

Boldness in the Day of Judgment
Bill Jackson

“Herein is our love made perfect, that we
may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world” (1 John
4:17). We note that the word is “boldness”
and not “arrogance.” What does it mean? Admittedly, it sounds like a grand thing—that in
the judgment we need not stand there in awful, trembling fear but rather we can be there
in boldness. Let us look into it.
This is a context dealing with the facts that
God is love (4:8), that God manifested His
love toward man in the sending of His Son
(4:9), that this love produced the everlasting atonement for our sins (4:10), and that

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

The site offers a vast amount of resources
for your personal edification. Past issues of
Defender and Beacon, written sermons presented by Michael Hatcher, as well as Ira Y.
Rice’s Basic Bible course are available. Videos of lectureships, sermons, and Gospel
meetings can be viewed. Why not check it
out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

as we have received this love from God, so we
should manifest it toward Him, and toward
others (4:11). John continues in pointing out
that God is to dwell in us, and in us is His love
perfected. The idea of love perfected is that of
“being completed, being brought to maturity,
reaching its ultimate.” So, God loves us and
desires to dwell in us. He then permits man to
respond obediently to His love, to love God,
to allow God to indwell us, and to manifest
every good and godly trait toward other men.
In this, John says that this love is perfected. It
is the child of God living right with God and
right with man.
Based on these considerations, John states
that when one approaches the judgment of
God, it is not fear that possesses him. The man
who has not obeyed the Gospel is to feel the
vengeance of God, the wrath of God (2 The.
1:8-9). To those who live a life of sin, “It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God” (Heb. 10:31). Such men will be brought
before the judgment seat of Christ, and it will
be a thing of terror indeed!
This is not the case with the child of God.
He has not lived in rebellion but rather has
walked in the light (1 John 1:7). He has not

		
		

persisted in error but has made correction as
mistakes were committed (1:9). His love for
God caused him to keep the commandments
of God, for love demands this (John 14:15).
Upon his death, or upon the Lord’s return,
the child of God cannot be said to fall into
the hands of God; he has not been found in
rebellion and disobedience. Neither death,
the judgment, or eternity caused him to fear
as does the sinful person. Based, then, on his
love for God, and his obedience to God, God’s
plan for him has been perfected, and he comes

before the judgment bar of God “in boldness.”
Now, that is a great blessing and the faithful child of God is aware of it and takes comfort in it. When his life ends it matters little
where he is or the circumstances of it, for he
will be found in faithfulness. It is, for him,
entirely a promotion to wonderful and eternal things. The fear that he would have had,
if he had continued in sin, has been removed
because of love perfected in him, for “perfect
love casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18).
Deceased
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The Wisest Son

A man had three sons. He wanted to
test their ability to discern. So he gave
each of them a piece of an apple with a
rotten spot on it. The first ate the whole
thing. The second threw the whole
thing away. The third cut out the rotten
spot and ate the good.
The father noted that the third was
the wisest, and he explained, “When
we receive instruction, some of us believe everything we hear; others reject
everything because some is bad, but the
wise separate the bad from the good and
benefit from the good” (1 The. 5:21).
Author Unknown
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Abounding in the Work of the Lord (Part 2)
Bruce Stulting

It was demonstrated in a previous article
that every Christian must abound in the work
of the Lord. To the Corinthians, Paul wrote:
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).
God has equipped each Christian, according to their various abilities, to labor in the
Kingdom. Thus, the Christian life ought to
be filled with work for the Master.
The Christian needs the deepest commitment and the strongest conviction to develop the steadfastness and immovability that
is necessary to accomplish the Lord’s work.
The doubts and opinions that plagued the
church at Corinth hindered the Lord’s work.
They had problems over eating meat offered
to idols (chapter 8-10). Worship was corrupted as women chose to set aside the veil

and the Lord’s Supper was turned into a common meal (chapter 11). There was confusion
over the importance and use of spiritual gifts
(chapters 12-14). These and other problems
caused division which further hindered the
work. Similarly, the church at Philippi was
admonished:
Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I
come and see you, or else be absent, I may
hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel (Phi. 1:27).
Paul’s life is an example of the commitment
that is necessary to “abound” in the work of
the Lord. Consider Paul’s view of life, “For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (1:21).
At the close of his life, Paul said:
I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and
not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing (2 Tim. 4:7-8).
Paul had this strong conviction because he
recognized the reward that awaits those who
labor for the Lord.
The proper zeal for the Lord is impossible without strong faith and conviction. “Yea,

a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have
works: shew me thy faith without thy works,
and I will shew thee my faith by my works”
(Jam. 2:18). A Christian’s work will always be
proportionate to their faith, conviction, and
hope. Each Christian must develop the faith,
commitment, and conviction necessary to be
constant in the work of the Lord.
Huntsville, TX

Ephesians 2:8
J. Noel Merideth

“For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God” (Eph. 2:8)—For is translated from the
particle gar and explains why the apostle has
said that the exceeding riches of God’s grace
are shown forth in man’s salvation. It also
looks back to verse 5 where Paul had said we
are saved by grace. Salvation by grace through
faith is a summary of the Gospel. Salvation
is provided by Almighty God. We are lost in
sin, but He has provided salvation for us. We
are saved by the grace of God through faith.
“Grace” charis is unmerited favor; it is opposed to necessity on the part of God and
to merit on the part of man. No one made
God provide a system of salvation for us and
no one could box God in a corner where He
owed salvation to man. Grace is the principle upon which God freely acts to save man.
Grace is love passing beyond those who deserve it; it is unmerited favor which God has
bestowed upon man.
While this sublime passage presents our
salvation, controversy has swirled for centuries around this and similar texts. For centuries Catholicism emphasized merit and works

and Martin Luther went to the opposite extreme and had salvation by faith alone. In
the Reformation some said man was saved by
grace alone, through faith alone, but this is
not a statement of common sense or Scripture. It has been pointed out that if it is by
grace alone, it cannot at the same time be by
faith alone. Could a man be married to Sally
alone and to Jane alone at the same time? Of
course not! There is thus a contradiction. Not
only that but James expressly declares that we
are not justified by faith alone (Jam. 2:24).
Paul says we are saved by grace which is
translated from te charati, which is literally “the grace.” The definite article is before
grace in the Greek text and not only expresses an idea which is familiar and distinctive
but refers back to “grace” in verse 5 (where
the noun, being used adverbially is without
the article). Thus “grace” is put forward in
the Greek text and emphasis is placed upon
this grace. Grace is in the dative case and thus
shows the means of salvation. Faith is the medium by which it is received. Henry Alford
says, “it (the salvation) has been effected by
grace and apprehended by faith.” The faith of

course is a living and working faith; it is not
a dead faith.
“Are ye saved” is translated from este sesosmrnoi which is what is called in the Greek a
periphrastic construction. The point is a little
technical but once it is seen it is enlightening
and understandable. The periphrastic construction is when the writer cannot get all of
the details of action from one verbal form. So
he uses two, here a finite verb and a participle.
The verb here is este, second person, plural,
present, active, indicative of eimi. The participle here is sesosmenoi, perfect, passive, participle, nominative, plural masculine of sodzo.
The perfect tense is the tense which speaks of
an action that took place in the past time and
was completed in the past but having results
existing in present time. The idea is that by
grace you have been saved in past time, with
the result that you are in a state of salvation
which continues in the present time.

“Through faith” diu tes pisteos is literally through “the faith.” Some think the faith
here refers to the Gospel; others take faith in
a subjective. Some say it may be understood
to mean “your faith.” The sense of the passage
appears to be the faith of man which comes
about by hearing the Word of God (Rom.
10:17). Man must respond to the grace in
the appropriate way; he must believe. Saving
faith is faith which works by love (Ga1. 6:7);
it is thus obedient faith.
“And that not of yourselves” is translated
from kai touto ouk ex humon. The pronoun
that is neuter gender in Greek. One group of
expositors refers “that” to faith in spite of the
fact that they do not agree in gender. Others say that “that” being neuter refers to “salvation” under consideration in the context.
It appears that this is the correct view of the
passage.
Deceased

A Sordid Biblical Picture of Modern America
R. L. Whiteside

For this cause God gave them up unto
vile affections: for even their women did
change the natural use into that which is
against nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet
(Rom. 1:26-27).
Paul is not indulging in a lot of fanciful speculations nor presenting baseless theories. He is
showing how the heathen nations had reached
the lowest degree of moral degradation. When

people cease to respect God, they will not long
respect their own bodies. They give themselves
up to passions of dishonor. Their women become abusers of their own bodies. The men
indulged in the debasing practice of sodomy.
We are told that this was a common practice
among the prominent men of Greece, and
also the Romans. When the greatest men of a
nation descend to the lowest conceivable form
of immorality, it shows how powerless education and philosophy are to save men from the
deepest depths of moral pollution.
Deceased
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Please Remember
July 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
July 20
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
July 22
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
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Hyssop

In the Old Testament, hyssop was used
when sprinkling the blood of sacrifices, and also on the eve of the Passover
festival. The New Testament tells that,
on the cross, Jesus was given vinegar in
a sponge passed to him on a bunch of
hyssop. Hyssop was obviously a bushy
plant, and may have been different from
the herb we call by the same name today (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of
the Bible 89).
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Abounding in the Work of the Lord (Part 3)
Bruce Stulting

In previous articles, it was demonstrated
that every Christian must abound in the work
of the Lord. Paul stated:
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).
Furthermore, the Christian needs the deepest commitment and the strongest conviction
to develop the steadfastness and immovability that is necessary to accomplish the Lord’s
work. This article will deal with the constancy
and fervor of the work of the Christian.
Always implies constancy in the Christian’s work. Always is a word that is repeatedly used in association with the Christian
religion. It could be said that the religion of
Christ is the religion of always. Through the
New Testament, Christians are admonished:
(1) Always let your speech be with grace (Col.

4:6), (2) Always rejoice in the Lord (Phi. 4:4),
(3) Always obey (2:12), and (4) Always be
ready to give an answer (1 Pet. 3:15). To work
“always” means to “be instant in season, out of
season” (2 Tim. 4:2). Spasmodic service is not
acceptable to the Lord.
Always means six days a week plus Sunday (Sunday only is no good). Always means
working when you are watched and praised
and when your work goes unseen and without
praise. Always means Sunday morning worship as well as Sunday evening worship and
Wednesday Bible class. It means supporting
special events like Gospel Meetings, VBS, etc.
Always means never looking back or giving up.
“And Jesus said unto him, No man, having
put his hand to the plough, and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). In
short, Always means every day for the rest of
your life. Those who lack constancy in Christian service are not dependable.

Abounding implies the fervor of the Christian’s work. The Greek word translated
abounding is an interesting study. It comes
from the word perisseuo meaning, “to be over
and above; excel.” It is used of exceeding others. Jesus said that one’s righteousness must
exceed that of the Pharisees to enter heaven
(Mat. 5:20). It is used of exceeding the minimum requirements. The prodigal son’s father
gave his servants more food to spare (Luke
15:17). It is used of exceeding what was done
in the past. When questioned by Pilate, the
foolish Jews “cried out the more exceedingly,
Crucify him” (Mark 15:14).
Christian service must be abounding service. Such service must be offered willingly.
The eleventh hour men in the parable of the
laborers illustrate this point (Mat. 20:1-16).
Abounding service is not slothful, but fervent
service (Rom. 12:11). The idea here is being
heated to a boil. Abounding service is from

the heart. There are too many men-pleasers.
The Lord desires servants who do the will
of God from the heart (Eph. 6:6). Abounding service demands that God and His Kingdom be placed first (Mat. 6:33). Those who
are not constant in the Lord’s work are taking
a chance on their eternal salvation. Those who
lack constancy may be hot, cold, or even lukewarm. Jesus rebuked the church at Laodicea:
I know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth (Rev. 3:15-16).
Christians are “created in Christ Jesus unto
good works” (Eph. 2:10). Jesus died “that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works” (Tit. 2:14). Are you abounding
in the work of the Lord?
Huntsville, TX

Do We Believe in the Old Testament?
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.

The Old and the New Testaments represent
together the continuity of Divine revelation.
We are not under the Old Testament—but
that does not mean that we do not believe it.
When we try to show people that we are not
under the Old Testament, they think that we
do not believe the Old Testament. Let us ask,
who it is that does not believe the Old Testament—do you believe that it has been taken
away? If you say no—then you do not believe
the Old Testament, because the Old Testament is the book that said, “In that he saith, A
new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now

that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to
vanish away” (Heb. 8:13). Here Paul showed
that what the Old Testament said in advance
about itself had been done. That was a quotation from the Old Testament. So, if you do
not believe that the Old Testament has vanished away, then you are the one who does not
believe the Old Testament.
I believe the Old Testament, but we are
not under it. That does not mean that it is not
true; it means that it was fulfilled and has been
abrogated. It was not called the “Old Testament” as long as it was in force. There is not a

		
		

law on the statue books of the State of Tennessee that you would call an “old” law while it is
in operation. When a law is repealed, when it
is abrogated, when it is relegated, it becomes
an old law.
Then why is the Old Testament “old”? Not
because it was written first, not because it is
older than the New Testament—Paul said,
in Hebrews 8:13, that God made it old. “In
that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made
the first old.” He made it old by abrogating it,

taking it out of the way. The Old Testament
is true as the revelation of God and the history of man, and of God’s people Israel, and as
an inspired record of the development of the
Divine plan of redemption. All of that is in
the Old Testament. The Bible is thus the longest thread of thought ever woven in the loom
of time. There is no repudiation of the Old
Testament, but we recognize the difference in
the dispensations under which men have lived
and served God.
Deceased
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Frankincense

Frankincense is a gum which is collected by peeling back the bark of the
frankincense-tree (Boswellia) and cutting into the trunk. The resin gives off
a sweet scent when warmed or burned,
and was used as incense in Bible times.
The Bible states that frankincense was
one of the gifts brought to Jesus by the
wise men (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 88).
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Abounding in the Work of the Lord (Part 4)
Bruce Stulting

In previous articles, it was demonstrated
that every Christian must abound in the work
of the Lord. Paul stated:
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).
Furthermore, the Christian needs the deepest commitment and the strongest conviction
to develop the steadfastness and immovability that is necessary to accomplish the Lord’s
work. We continued our study with a discussion of the constancy and fervor that is necessary to accomplish this work. This final article
will deal with the nature of the work and motives for doing it.
The primary motive given by Paul is the
final resurrection. Paul introduces the command to work with therefore which connects
this command with the preceding verses. The

entire chapter is devoted to a discussion of the
resurrection and immortality. Paul is encouraging his readers to “always abound in the lord
of the Lord” in view of the fact that there will
be a life beyond this one. In death, one will
rest from their labors, knowing that their work
will follow them even in death (Rev. 14:13).
The future life is reason for all to abound
in the work of the Lord. This future life is tied
to the final judgment. Forasmuch introduces
the day of reckoning. All must stand before
God and give an account (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom.
14:12). It will also be a day of punishment
and reward (Mat. 25:46). Knowing that our
labor for the Lord is not in vain is strong incentive to work. Our work outside of Christ is
vain and will be consumed with fire at the end
of time (2 Pet. 3:10). However, God’s Word
gives the Christian the certainty of the reward
for their labors for Christ.
The work under consideration in our text

is the Lord’s own work. The Christian is to
take up the cause of Christ and continue the
Work that He started. In His own words, “For
the Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). This is the
work that He has commanded us to do and
for which He receives the glory and honor
that is His due. To work for the Lord means
to do God’s will (Mat. 7:21-23). Like Jesus,
the Christian’s “meat” must be to do the will
of God and finish the work that Jesus started
(John 4:34). To work for the Lord means to
honor and glorify Him (Phi. 1:20).
The work of the Lord includes evangelism
(Mark 16:16; Rom. 1:16). The Christian must
be about the work of proclaiming Christ and
His salvation to the lost. Also, the work of the
Lord includes benevolence. This means that,
as opportunity and circumstances permit, the
Christian is to share with those who are less

fortunate. This benevolence is not limited
to saints only, but to be extended to all men
(Gal. 6:10). Finally, the work of the Lord involves edification. Each Christian has the obligation to encourage and build up their brothers and sisters in Christ. This is accomplished
through study, worship, visitation, etc. (Eph.
4:12).
Paul encouraged Timothy, “Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both
save thyself, and them that hear thee” (1 Tim.
4:16). Abounding in the work of the Lord
means happiness here and heaven hereafter.
In order to reap the reward, one must do the
work. So, “let us not be weary in well doing:
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not”
(Gal. 6:9).
Huntsville, TX

Religion by Majority
Dub McClish

A Pew Poll of 35,000 Americans, released
in June 2008, revealed some interesting statistics about religious beliefs. More than half
(57%) of “evangelicals” (strong in their belief
in the Bible and in Jesus as God’s only begotten Son, right?), opined that Christianity is
not the only way to Heaven. Mainline Protestants stated the same opinion by a whopping 83%. The average of all who professed
any sort of religious affiliation, 70% said that
there are many ways (religions) by which one
might attain eternal life.
Of those polled, 92% claimed to believe
in God. Belief in the Bible registered 88%

among Evangelicals, 61% among mainline
Protestants, and 63% over all those surveyed.
Among other things, these figures indicate
a widespread religious pluralism, reflecting
the popular philosophical nonsense known
as “postmodernism.” This philosophy denies
the existence of objective truth and makes
all things relative. Its deluded adherents babble about “your truth” and “my truth” as if all
views were equally true and valid. This drivel is but the natural progression of the generations-old denominational inanity: “It
makes no difference what you believe, as long
as you’re sincere.” The Bible says it makes all

the difference. Just as there is one God and
one Savior, there is only one Gospel by which
men can enter Heaven (Mark 16:15-16; Rom.
1:16; Gal. 1:6-9).
Postmodernism has opened the door for
the “Emerging” or “Emergent” church movement that has been gaining momentum since
the last decade of the previous century. It is
the ultimate Burger King, “have-it-your-way”
approach to religion. It smacks of the old antiestablishment movement in culture and politics of the 1960s, only applied to religion. The
Emerging/Emergent church movement is an
unabashed attempt to bend religion to every
secular and Humanistic influences in society.
The Emerging/Emergent approach allows
one to believe and/or practice anything (or
nothing) regarding God and man’s relationship to Him—and still call himself a “Christian.” It holds few, if any, moral absolutes. Its
main concerns are with the here and now and
“social justice,” rather than with sin, redemption, and immortality. One critic likened it to
a “Build-Your-Own-God” shop, while another identified it as outright paganism.
Propositional truth and Biblical authority are passé, if not subjects of ridicule to its
leaders. The Bible is of no use or concern to
them. Were we still in the era of outhouse
“bathrooms,” these pseudo-theologians would
doubtless place their Bibles alongside the
Sears-Roebuck catalog in such facilities. To
them, one can deny the Father and the Son,
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John’s definition of an “antichrist” (1 John
2:22), and still be a “Christian.”
The concept of many ways to Heaven (assuming one still believes in the immortal soul)
indisputably contradicts the claim of belief in
the God of the Bible. The very basis of the
Mosaic law pronounced the God of the Bible to be the only true and living God, not “a
god” among many:
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven
image, nor any likeness of any thing that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself
unto them, nor serve them, for I Jehovah
thy God am a jealous God (Exo. 20:3-5).
The New Testament echoes this cardinal
fact throughout. That very God sent the Redeemer into the world in the person of Jesus Christ, and “like Father, like Son”—He
claimed to be the exclusive avenue to eternal life: “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by
me” (John 14:6). Biblical religion is decidedly monotheistic and anti-pluralistic. It may
evince “tolerance” for declared believers in
God and in the Bible to aver that there are
many paths to Heaven; it is also hypocritical
and patently anti-Biblical. Men may reject
this Bible teaching, but it is consummate
folly to deny that the Bible so teaches.
Paul’s warning is every-appropriate:
Take heed lest there shall be any one that
maketh spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ (Col. 2:8).
Denton, TX
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)

Please Remember
August 3
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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You Are More Important
Than You Think!

Your whole family needs to be in
Bible study and both worship periods
every Sunday and mid-week services each Wednesday evening. Have you
said, “They won’t miss me!”? One hole
in a boat will sink it. One false alarm
can cause a panic. One wayward child
can break a mother’s heart. One visitor
brought by every member would double our attendance. One dollar would
increase immeasurably our mission and
benevolent programs. One convert per
Christian would mean the whole world
converted in one generation.
You are one…but a very important
one!
Author Unknown
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“Do I Have To?”
Brad Green

As a child, perhaps all of us were guilty of
over-asking, “Do I have to?” Parents are well
acquainted with the question—“do I have
to…clean my room, brush my teeth, mow
the yard, wash the dishes, clean out the litter-box”—and the list could go on. Sadly, this question finds its way into religions
matters. “Do I have to…attend every worship service, attend Bible classes, attend every night of a Gospel Meeting”—etc. What
does it say about our attitude when attending worship services is placed in a similar category as taking out the trash? Generally speaking, you never hear a child complain or ask,
“Do I have to…eat all of my candy, play with
my friends, accept this new video game, or attend my favorite sporting event?” The reason
is simple kids are happy to do what they love
and what they want to do. Those who choose
to fish, shop, or watch TV rather than worship God “in spirit and in Truth” (John 4:24)

do so for the same simple reason they want to.
The apostle Paul states, “When I was a child,
I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child: but when I became a man,
I put away childish thing” (1 Cor. 13:11). As
Christians, we should want to assemble with
the saints and worship God at every opportunity. Rather than “forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25), we should
forsake all that separates us from God (Rom.
12:1-2). Paul recalls:
what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless,
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ (Phi. 3:7-8).
Rather than asking, “Do I have to,” we
should examine our hearts (2 Cor. 13:5) by
asking, “Why would I not want to?”

• Why would I not want to attend every
worship service knowing that God deserves our praise and worship (Psa. 18:3;
John 3:16) and He has explicitly commanded us to do so (Heb. 10:24-25)?
• Why would I not want to attend Bible classes knowing that “faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Rom. 10:17) and that I must
“Study to shew thyself [myself ] approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15)?
• Why would I not want to attend every
night of a Gospel Meeting knowing that
it is an opportunity to “grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18) and
encourage visitors by letting my “light
so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Mat. 5:16)?
• Why would I not want to be a good example to my children and “bring them

up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4)?
• Why would I not want to read the Bible
knowing that “the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16)?
• Why would I not act upon what I believe
knowing that faith without works of obedience is dead (Jam. 2:17) and that “Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven” (Mat. 7:21)?
Every child needs to be taught out of the
“do I have to” mentality and every adult must
be vigilant to keep this childish attitude where
it belongs.
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus (Phi. 3:13-14).
Lenoir City, TN

Spiritual Criminals
Roelf L. Ruffner

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son. If
there come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into your
house, neither bid him God speed: for he
that biddeth him God speed is partaker of
his evil deeds (2 John 9-11).
As the old saying goes, “It does not take

a rocket scientist to understand this passage.”
Yet, many brethren refuse to obey it. For me it
simply states:
1. If one teaches false doctrine (i.e., not
the “doctrine of Christ”) he has sinned
and is not in fellowship with God.
2. Neither the individual Christian nor
the church should fellowship such.
3. If we knowingly aid this false teacher

		
		

in any way, we are fellowshipping him
and are guilty of sin ourselves.
What about those who knowingly fellowship the sinner in item number 3 (2 John
11)? Are they “out of the loop” of sin because
they have not directly fellowshipped the false
teacher? No they are not! They are also sinning
by fellowshipping a sinner, the sinner of verse
11 (cf. Eph. 5:11). If a friend of mine robs a
bank, then comes and tells me of his crime
and I agree to hide him, what am I? Legally I

am an “accessory after the fact” even though
I did not help rob the bank. I am guilty of a
crime. If I then tell you about the situation
and you do not contact the police, what does
that make you? At the very least you are hindering the arrest of a fugitive, a crime in and
of itself.
Yet, some brethren will not flinch at fellowshipping those who bid “God-speed” to a false
teacher—a spiritual criminal.
Columbia, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Dale Aamons (Joyce Johnson’s friend)

Please Remember
August 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held after
the afternoon service in room 1.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Reverence

I sat in class on Sunday morn; the members talked so loud…And showed as little reverence as any worldly crowd…
Again I sat in that same pew; but all
was quiet now…For in a casket up in
front, lay one with pallid brow…And
then I thought, how strange it is that
we so oft accord…More reverence to a
man that’s dead than to our living Lord!
If we could see with mortal eyes, bright
angels there each day, our words would
cease and all would hear…What Jesus
has to say. It has been said, “That fools
rush in…where angels fear to tread…”
We say that we come to worship God,
but visit friends instead.
Author Unknown
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What is a Christian to Do?
Gene Hill

In light of recent political and legal actions
and decisions, which events are truly seeking
to fundamentally change society, what are we
as children of God to think, say, or do? Are
we to hide the women and children? Should
we all move to some distant place out of the
reach of the government? Realistically, we cannot run far enough to escape the long arm and
heavy hand of government and neither is a
hole sufficient to provide the safety we would
like. Which of course does not mean we are to
do nothing.
The Christian, or Biblical, world view
is a means of experiencing, interpreting,
and responding to reality in light of biblical perspective. This life lens provides a
personal understanding of every idea, opportunity, and experiences based on the
identification and application of relevant
biblical principles so that every choice
we make may be consistent with God’s

principles and commands (Barna 6).
To live as a Christian we must have a particular mind set.
Our world view is founded upon the understanding that an infinite being does in fact
exist, that He has created all that is, and He
has communicated to us in such a manner
that we are able to understand His will (Gen.
1; 1 Cor. 2:9-13; Eph. 3:1-7). That communicated will informs us we are accountable for
our compliance with His commandments by
which we will be judged at a final accounting
(John 12:44-50; Mat. 25:31-46; 2 The. 1:610). Actions do have consequences regardless
of our thinking to the contrary.
Paul said, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”
(2 Tim. 3:12). Such being the case we should
not be surprised when godly living and standing for godliness in society brings condemnation to those living in darkness (John 3:16-21).

People do not like their preferred style of living to be weighed in the balance and found
wanting (Dan. 5:27). We should stand ready
to suffer and die if need be for the cause of
Christ. Paul was ready to be offered, and so
should we (2 Tim. 4:6-8). Is there something
more we can do in addition to living godly
before God and man which does not violate
Scriptures? Yes.
Everyone possesses a world view which is
religious by nature. Remember that a world
view is the view finder through which we look
at the world and interpret all that we experience to determine how we will respond and
navigate. Relatively few have the Bible as their
foundation, but each view is religious nonetheless. “Whatever you believe in so strongly
that it affects your behavior is your religion.”
As Americans we have the right to seek to
influence our government. The Christian’s saltiness and light projecting is not limited to the
four walls of our homes and church buildings.

We are to be on the spiritual job 24/7. That
includes politics, for one’s politics are merely a
public expression of personally held religious
values and Christians, real or professed, have
just as much right as do others to make their
religious values part of the mix in society. Paul
went into the market place (Acts 17:17). It is
part of fighting the good fight (1 Tim. 6:12;
2 Tim. 4:7). It can be a spiritual confrontation with Satanic forces in high places (Eph.
6:12) for which fight we have the whole armor of God which includes the sword of the
spirit (6:17).
First of all, in the midst of all, and last of
all, we are to pray. “And he spake a parable
unto them to this end, that men ought always
to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1).
Work Cited
Barna, George. Think Like Jesus. Brentwood, TN:
Integrity Publishers, 2003.

Indianola, MS

If We Lose the Sense of Pattern
Bill Jackson

One of the greatest of all points useful in
the work of calling men back to the Standard
of God is the idea of pattern. So very many
have turned from sectarian and denominational systems due to an examination of their
present spiritual/doctrinal status, and in seeing that they had been led away from the New
Testament of the Christ. In seeing deviation,
they saw the will of God and how their own
moves had been against that will. Men in the
period of the Restoration Movement sounded
forth the call, “let us return to the pattern!” It

had appeal then, and it has appeal now, where
men are found who are good and honest of
heart.
The idea of pattern is not new among the
followers of God. Indeed, when God gave
instructions to the Israelites in the book of
Exodus, He followed with the exhortation
through Moses: “look that thou make them
after their pattern, which was shewed thee in
the mount” (Exo. 25:40). The idea of pattern
was very much a part of the content of Hebrews, with so many contrasts between Old

and New covenants. And the reminder was
given: “for, See, saith he, that thou make all
things according to the pattern shewed to thee
in the mount” (Heb. 8:5).
The idea of pattern rests in the idea of the
Word as authority. And on that point, all of
the problems in the church in these last several
years finally boil down to rejection of authority by some. But when the Word is set forth as
the authority, with instructions that we dare
not go beyond it (2 John 9), and when that
same Word is said to furnish us completely
unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17), we
would expect that authoritative Word to contain many patterns. Thus, we have been able
to make lost men see that the Word contains
the pattern for Jesus’ church, in its work, in
its doctrine, in its worship, in its organization.
We can both identify the true and the false because the pattern is set before us.
One would expect Satan to attack the idea
of pattern. Faithfulness to God involves, first,
one losing his own selfish will in his subjection
to the will of the Lord (Luke 9:23). The very
core of unfaithfulness and rejection of God’s
will would be the disposition to follow selfwill—to walk after one’s own lusts and desires
(2 Pet. 2:10). Those who are faithful, in their
submissiveness, ask the Lord, by His revealed
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will, to give direction; they want, they seek,
and they wish to abide by, pattern. They would
have it no other way! But we have seen, and
we continue to see, the other side of things at
work in the brotherhood. The disdain for authority, and the mocking of any pattern, advertises the desire that men seek freedom to
do their own pleasure rather than God’s will.
Those who seek to follow the Bible are called
“Bibliolaters.” Men who want to follow the
pattern are called “traditionalists, mainliners,”
and reviled as those not interested in growth.
If a thus-saith-the-Lord is sought in all things,
we are called “Pharisees, unloving, uncaring
and unspiritual.”
Peter had said that some “speak evil of the
things that they understand not” (2:12). While
men mock the idea of pattern, let us take comfort that the idea, and the very word, is used
in the Bible, in both Old Testament and New.
Let us remember that from the very beginning
of God’s dealing with man, the requirement
has been man’s subjection to the Lord, and
man doing the will of the Lord, fully, completely, exactly, and without modification at
all. God has set forth patterns, and a pattern
exists that there might be a standard, and that
in all adhering to the standard—in this case,
God’s standard—there might then be conformity to God’s will. Let us never allow any who
mock pattern to so affect us that we cease to
recognize that there is such a thing. We, in the
kingdom, have prospered as we have adhered
to the pattern of God; we have, and we will,
always falter and fail when we show disdain
for the pattern. “Let us do all things according
to the pattern!”
Deceased

Nonprofit Org.
U S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Dot Brantley
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Dale Aamons (Joyce Johnson’s friend)

Please Remember
August 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
August 17
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Myrrh

Myrrh is a pale yellow gum from a shrub
which grows in Somalia, Ethiopia, and
Arabia. It was used in Bible times as a
spice and a medicine, as well as in making the holy oil for the tabernacle and
temple. The Bible records that the wise
men brought a gift of myrrh to Jesus
when he was a baby, and that myrrh was
mixed with a drink offered to Jesus as a
pain-killer during his crucifixion (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible
88).
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Missing Scripture
Danny Douglas

The trend with many today is to concentrate less on the Holy Scriptures, and more on
other things in the pulpit and in Bible classes.
Serious listeners are made to wonder: “Where
is the Scripture?” In visits to congregations
in recent years, I have left saddened because
preachers or teachers used very little Scripture
in the pulpit or Bible classes. In one instance,
the preacher did not read or quote even one
Scripture in his Bible class. How could this be
called a “Bible class” at all?
We also see this problem when preachers do
not give the plan of salvation from the Scriptures when they extend the invitation. Do we
assume that everyone knows what to do to be
saved? Or, do we think that members no longer need to be put in remembrance of these
important truths? This cannot be the case, according to Paul (1 Tim. 4:6) and Peter (2 Pet.
1:13-15; 3:1-2). Do children and youth—
and adults as well—not need to be grounded

in the “first principles” in this matter? Have
some lost confidence in the Gospel to convert and to convict? Paul certainly did not. He
said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).
Does not God command us to “Preach
the word” (2 Tim. 4:2)? Sadly, book, chapter,
and verse preaching is rapidly vanishing from
many pulpits today. Could it be that some actually think that their words are greater than
God’s Word? This sad situation can only be
remedied by returning to a “thus saith the
Lord.” Precious souls need to frequently hear
the plan of salvation preached, because the
Word of God is “able to save your souls” (Jam.
1:21). “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple” (Psa. 19:7).
One who thinks so little of the Bible, and

so much of himself, that he will fill his lessons
with human sentiments, while leaving his audience starving for the Truth, ought to humble himself and repent. When men who have
a genuine reverence for God and His Word
fill our pulpits and teach our Bible classes,
then church members will be encouraged to
“Fear God, and keep his commandments”
(Ecc. 12:13), but not otherwise. Church leaders (and every member) ought to demand

this kind of preaching/teaching. In the long
ago, God commanded Jonah: “Arise, go unto
Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it
the preaching that I bid thee” (Jon. 3:2). The
preaching that God has always demanded is
the preaching of His Word, and not man’s: “If
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of
God” (1 Pet. 4:11).
Mt. Pleasant, TN

Then Peaceable
William S. Cline

Purity of doctrine and practice on the part
of the church is absolutely essential and must
be sought after by everyone who loves the
Lord. We are charged to “contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all delivered
unto the saints” (Jude 3). A pure faith may be
enjoined only by constant vigilance against every suggestion and semblance of error.
James wrote, “But the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable” (Jam.
3:17). To teach that this passage discusses the
doctrine of the church is an incorrect exegesis.
James’ teaching here applies to the peace in
the heart of the individual and was designed
to emphasize that peace cannot reign until purity controls the heart.
However, the principle is an eternal one.
Peace cannot exist in the church until purity
has been obtained. It is the obligation of the
church to first attain purity in doctrine and
teaching. In the absence of such there can be
no peace among brethren.
False teachers constitute a threat to the
peace and security of the saints today just as

they did nearly two thousand years ago, and
they must be resisted and refuted. When Jude
wrote his short epistle the welfare of those to
whom he wrote was being threatened. Therefore, his purpose was to stir up his readers to
resist immediately all false teachers. He sought
to impel them to reject the teachers and to repudiate their teaching. They were to defend
with all their might the faith which had been
delivered to them. To have followed Jude’s instruction would have no doubt caused a stir in
the church, but to have failed to do so would
have been in direct disobedience to God and
would have allowed error to have had free
course. Which would have been better—to
disturb the “peace” of the church and obey
God or to keep things “peaceful” and disobey
God thus allowing the false teachers to spread
their doctrine?
Which is better today? Is there any difference? Is it better to disturb the “peace” of the
church, obey God and refute the false teachers
and doctrine, or is it better to keep the “peace”
and thereby disobey God and allow the false

		

teacher and his doctrine to subvert the church?
We believe Christians have no choice in
this matter. If we are to be New Testament
Christians then we must obey the commands
it contains. We are “sick and tired” of hearing brethren cry for peace at the expense of
sound doctrine. Paul said, “I am set for the defence of the gospel” (Phi. 1:16). Are we ready
to defend the faith as he was? Paul also said we
should:
Preach the word; be urgent in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. For the time
will come when they will not endure the
sound doctrine; but, having itching ears,
will heap to themselves teachers after their
own lusts; and will turn away their ears
from the truth, and turn aside unto fables
(2 Tim. 4:2-4).
If, at the expense of peace among one

another, we fail to follow this divine commend, then we have forfeited our right to be
called New Testament Christians!
Division is evil. Jesus prayed for unity
among Christians (John 17:20-21). Paul condemned the division at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:10)
and commanded them to “speak the same
thing” and “be perfected together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.” Regardless
of the evils of division the banner of truth
must wave. When brethren haul down the flag
of truth and place in its stead the flag of peace,
they are warming by the devil’s fire.
Division is sad. It involves the loss of precious souls. As sad and as evil as division is, I
would rather stand with tears in my eyes and
see the church divide than to see it go into
apostasy. Doctrine is that important. Purity is
that demanding.
Deceased

Worship

Do you enjoy worship? “Hold it,” you say,
“I attend most services and I even participate
at times.” That was not the question, I asked
this: Do you enjoy worship? If you are not
certain, or wish to know why you answered as
you did, answer honestly the following:
Does worship seem to stand in the way of
more “fun” things, such as a hobby or watching television? Which would you rather do:
watch your favorite television program or
worship God? Be honest now, which would
you rather do?
When you think of an upcoming worship
service, what is your attitude? Do you dread or
look forward to it? Is Sunday your favorite day

of the week, or do you wish it were stricken
from the calendar? Do you wish Wednesday
ended at 7:00 p.m.?
When you consider the song service, do
you think of the horrid sound of untrained
voices, or are you thankful that there are faithful Christians who think enough of spiritual
matters to meet together and sing praise? (Notice Col. 3:15-16; Eph. 5:17-19).
What are the thoughts on public prayer?
The shorter the better? Do you inwardly criticize, or do you sincerely petition the One to
whom prayers are addressed? How often do
you talk to God privately? (Mat. 6:5-15; Jam.
5:16-17).		
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Dot Brantley
Henry Hignite
Tina Foshee
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Dale Aamons (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)

Please Remember
August 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
August 30
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, afternoon service at 12:30
p.m.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Visitation Groups Meetings

Due to the Labor Day holiday in September and the Gospel Meeting in October the meetings for the Visitation
Groups will be moved.
Group 1 — September 14
October 12
Group 2 — September 28
October 26

Gospel Meeting
with

Lee Moses
October 4-9, 2015
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Come Home
Jerry Brewer

There’s an old song that goes:
Many years ago in days of childhood, I
used to play till evening shadows come.
Then winding down that old familiar
pathway, I’d hear my mother call at set of
sun, “Come home, come home it’s supper
time. The shadows lengthen fast. Come
home, come home, it’s supper time. We’re
going home at last.”
I cannot hear that song without a lump
rising in my throat as I remember my own
mother’s call like that one, oh, so long ago in
childhood. And even today, her voice echoes
through my memory.
There is a similar call that ought to resonate
through the minds of many today. That is the
call of the Savior in His revealed Word, saying,
“Come home, child.” How many souls stand
in jeopardy this day because they have left
the Savior and returned to the world? They
may not be immoral or vile, but they have

simply shunned and neglected Christ and His
church, as did Demas, whom Paul said, “loved
this present world” (2 Tim. 4:10).
The erring child of God stands daily in
jeopardy of losing his soul eternally because he
has chosen to leave the only Way to the Father
(John 14:6). The mental and physical abilities
to come home are still in his possession. Those
abilities are gifts from God, but he will not
always possess them. Peter told Ananias that
the land he and Sapphira sold was theirs to do
with as they willed, and asked them even after it was sold, “was it not in thine own power?” (Acts 5:4). The things God has granted us
are ours to use as we see fit. Those things include our thinking and reasoning abilities and
time. Yes, God has given us time to repent because He is not willing that any should perish
(2 Pet. 3:9). God does not want you to be lost
eternally, but He will not force His salvation
upon you. He is longsuffering and wants you

to come to Him of your own free will. That is
in your power today, but it may not be in your
power tomorrow.
Think about the condition of your soul
today. If you have left Jesus for the world,
your condition is worse than if you had never
obeyed the Gospel.
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them

than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known
it, to turn from the holy commandment
delivered unto them (2:20–21).
Mothers and fathers, long departed from
this world, still raise their voices in memory, saying, “Come home.” Faithful Christian
friends, who love you, gently implore, “Come
home.” Dear cousins, uncles, and in-laws who
love you, kindly plead, “Come home.” Parents who love you more than life itself, pray

An Acrostic of Church

C

Jess Whitlock

Stands for Christ’s. The church belongs to Christ by right of purchase, Acts 20:28.
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood.” The church is peculiarly Christ’s.
Stands for Head. The church we read about in the Bible has only one head—that head
is Christ. Ephesians 1:22-23, “and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,
which is His body.”
Stands for Unity. The church must be found in unity—Christ prayed that “they may
all be one” (John 17:20ff). Consider also Acts 4:32, 1 Corinthians 12:20, 1:10, 12:13.
Unity!
Stands for Revealed. The kingdom the prophets wrote about and foretold was made
known, hence revealed in Acts 2—a fulfillment of Daniel 2 and Isaiah 2 and others.
Acts 2:16, “This is that.”
Stands for the Cross. We have noted that Christ paid the price. He died on the cross
for the sins of the world—Romans 5:8, Galatians 5:24, John 3:16. Song: “I Gave My
Life for Thee,” “He Paid It All.”
Stands for Haven. The church is a haven for the saved. The Bible tells us that Christ is
the Savior of the body (Eph. 5:23); that means the body is made up of the saved. Acts
2 tells us “the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” It is our haven
now; our hope for the future in a place reserved for the faithful in Christ, our Heavenly
Home. Haven—Hope—Heaven!
Evant, TX
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and plead for you to “come home,” and the
Savior, Who died a criminal’s death to wash
your soul white as snow in His guiltless blood,
says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Mat.
11:28).
We love you more than you will ever know
and the Savior loves you even more than we

do. Will you not hear His voice? Will you not
resolve to “come home” today, to faithfully
follow Him and enter the joy of Heaven when
this short life ends? This plea is set before you
because God, Who gave His Son for you does
not want you to perish (John 3:16), and because we love you so much.
Elk City, OK

If All of Life is Worship

There is a doctrine plaguing the Lord’s concerning worship—that all of life is worship.
This has come mainly from a poor translation
of Romans 12:1 in the NASP and NIV.
If all of life is worship:
1. Abraham did not know it (Gen. 22:15).
2. Moses did not know it (Deu. 26:10).
3. Joshua did not know it (Jos. 5:14).
4. Elkana did not know it (1 Sam. 1:3).
5. Saul did not know it (1 Sam. 15:25,
30).
6. David did not know it (1 Chr. 16:29;
Psa. 132:7).
7. Isaiah did not know it (Isa. 27:13).
8. Jeremiah did not know it (Jer. 7:2;
26:2).
9. Ezekiel did not know it (Eze. 46:2-3).
10. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
did not know it (Dan. 3:18).
11. Micah did not know it (Mic. 5:13).
12. Zephaniah did not know it (Zep. 1:5).
13. Zechariah did not know it (Zec.
14:16-17).
14. The wise men did not know it (Mat.
2:2).

15. Herod did not know it (Mat. 2:8).
16. The devil did not know it (Mat. 4:9).
17. Jesus did not know it (Mat. 4:10; John
4:20-24).
18. Greek Proselytes did not know it
(John 12:20).
19. Stephen did not know it (Acts 7:60).
20. The Ethiopian Eunuch did not know
it (Acts 8:27).
21. Paul did not know it (Acts 24:11).
22. John and the angel did not know it
(Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9).
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Dot Brantley
Henry Hignite
Tina Foshee
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Dale Aamons (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)

Please Remember
August 26
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
August 30
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds then afternoon service at
12:30 p.m.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Visitation Groups Meetings

Due to the Labor Day holiday in September and the Gospel Meeting in October the meetings for the Visitation
Groups will be moved.
Group 1 — September 14
October 12
Group 2 — September 28
October 26
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Prepositions

Gary W. Summers

Some of the divisions that exist in Christianity do not result from the complicated positions that theologians have taken; sometimes
they occur over just words that are so small
that they only contain a few letters. The Greek
preposition, eis, for example, has inspired quite
a bit of controversy—especially as it relates to
Acts 2:38. Lexicons agree that the word there
should be translated “for” or “unto.”
However, because an accurate translation
does not fit the theology of some, they have
insisted that eis be translated “because of ”—
even though no reliable translation has done
so; even most paraphrases refuse to be that
brazenly interpretive.
Acts 2:38, Mark 1:4, and Luke 3:3 contain
the Greek phrase, eis aphesin hamartion. Peter
preached to those on Pentecost that they were
to repent and be baptized “for the remission of
sins.” Lexicons will explain that eis shows forward direction. People are baptized “for” (that

is, in order to obtain) the forgiveness (aphesin)
of sins (hamartion). Even the 1978 New International Version made this point clear when
they translated Acts 2:38 thus:
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.”
Although the wording is a little loose, it
conveys the right idea. Needless to say, many
protested the wording; so in later editions “so
that your sins may be forgiven” was changed
to “for the forgiveness of your sins.”
Do all of these passages mean that we are
baptized in order to be forgiven of sins, or
are we baptized because our sins have already
been forgiven? Even the context itself repudiates the latter interpretation. Peter was addressing those who wanted to know what to
do about their sins. How could he possibly be

telling them their sins were already forgiven
when that is the very nature of their inquiry—
how to obtain forgiveness? The “because of ”
interpretation would have these sinners asking, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
and Peter responding, “Don’t worry. You’re already saved. Now be baptized because you are
saved.” Who can believe it?
Furthermore, baptism and repentance are
linked by the word and; therefore, if they are
to be baptized because they are saved, they
must also repent because they are saved, which
clearly puts the cart before the horse. No one
is saved and then repents; people repent in order to be saved. They are baptized for the same
reason.
In addition, there is a fourth passage with
the identical phraseology as in Mark 1:4, Luke
3:3, and Acts 2:38. As Jesus is explaining that
His disciples remember Him by means of the
unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine, He

says that the cup (meaning its contents, the
fruit of the vine) was His blood, which was
about to be shed for many eis aphesin hamartion. Now did Jesus die on the cross because
people already had forgiveness of their sins, or
did He die “for the remission of sins” (that is,
in order to obtain forgiveness for men)? Whatever the phrase means in one verse, it means
in all four. Obviously, Jesus died so we might
have forgiveness of sins, and we repent and are
baptized for the same reason.
Those who have a love for the truth (2 The.
2:10) will not stumble over little prepositions.
Those who gladly heard Peter preach on the
Day of Pentecost were baptized (Acts 2:41).
They became serious and dedicated Christians
(2:42). Only those who have been indoctrinated otherwise have a problem with this passage and the preposition; sincere and honest
souls still follow Peter’s inspired words.
Winter Park, FL

The Value of Gospel Meetings

Most congregations plan and conduct at
least one or two Gospel meetings during the
year. There are those who question the value
of such efforts. In the minds of some they are
a waste of time. How many times has it been
said, “We don’t have Gospel meetings like we
used to”?
It could be that some Gospel meetings have
become nothing more than a tradition. We
have them because we have always had them.
Unless we understand the value and importance of such efforts, we will not have successful Gospel meetings. Why are Gospel meetings
valuable to the work of the local congregation?
Gospel meetings are valuable in the:

Preaching of the Word of God
We must take advantage of the opportunities to make known the Will of God. The
Word must be proclaimed. “Preach the word”
(2 Tim. 4:2). “If any man speak, let him speak
as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). We must
preach the Word and Gospel meetings provide
such an opportunity.
Promoting of the Work of the Church
We have the obligation to “seek and save
that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Our main
business in the church is to be in the “soul-saving” business. Gospel meetings remind us of
the great responsibility we have toward those
(1) outside of Christ that need salvation (Rom.

1:16-17; 2 The. 1:7-9) and (2) in Christ members of the church who have become unfaithful, that need to be restored (Jam. 5:19-20).
Protecting the Welfare of
the Congregation
God desires for His people to be united
(John 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-6; Psa.
133:1). Feuding, fighting, and fussing among
the brethren is fatal to the spiritual welfare of
any congregation. Gospel meetings encourage
brethren to think about others and to work together. Gospel meetings edify us and strengthen us as we hear the Word proclaimed and labor together (1 Cor. 15:58).
Preventing of Wandering from the Lord
It is possible for the child of God to become unfaithful to the Lord (1 Cor. 10:12;
Gal. 5:4; 6:1, 7-9; Heb. 3:12; Jam. 5:19-20,
1 Pet. 2:20-22). As we grow “in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18), we are helping ourselves
to remain faithful to the Lord. In 2 Peter 1:511, we learn that we must “add” and “abound”
in the “Christian graces.” Why? “To make
your calling and election sure; for if ye do
these things, ye shall never fall” (1:10). Gospel
meetings help to prevent unfaithfulness.
Proving of Our Well-Being
Gospel meetings help us as Christians to
see where we are spiritually. It helps us to
check up on our (1) Commitment, (2) Conviction, (3) Courage, and (4) Compassion. In
Gospel meetings we demonstrate what is really important to us. Do we pray for our Gospel meetings (Col. 4:2; 1 The. 5:17)? Do we
eagerly participate in the promoting of such
efforts (1 Cor. 3:9)? When the Gospel meeting begins we will be present for every service

(Heb. 10:24-25). Gospel meetings are a test of
our faith and faithfulness.
Preparing for That Wonderful
Place Called Heaven
It is God’s desire that we go to Heaven
(1 Tim. 2:4). Heaven is a prepared place for
those who have prepared themselves (John
14:1-3; Mat. 7:13-14, 21-23). Gospel meetings afford us the opportunity to think even
more about Heaven (Col. 3:1-3). As we
think about Heaven and hearing the Gospel
of Christ being faithfully proclaimed, we are
motivated to make sure we are preparing for
Heaven according to God’s plan. God’s plan
is the only way (John 14:6; Heb. 5:8-9; John
8:24; Luke 13:3; Mat. 10:32-33; Mark 16:16;
Rev. 2:10). Preparing for Heaven is what this
life is all about (Phi. 1:21; Ecc. 12:13).
How thankful we should be for Gospel
meetings where the Truth is faithfully proclaimed and upheld. Gospel meetings are
valuable.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Aleacia Godwin (hand surgery
scheduled for September 3)
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Dale Aamons (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)

Please Remember
September 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held before the afternoon service, in room
1.
September 14
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON
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4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Visitation Groups Meetings

Due to the Labor Day holiday in September and the Gospel Meeting in October the meetings for the Visitation
Groups will be moved.
Group 1 — September 14
October 12
Group 2 — September 28
October 26
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Insulated
Lee Moses

We live in a country that seems to grow
more insane by the day. Recently, a columnist
with the highly regarded (but undeservedly
so) New York Times expressed his delight at the
coming age of “animal dignity,” in which higher animals will be granted equal rights with
human beings. Children in the public schools
of California are now permitted to choose
which restroom to use, not only based on their
God-given gender, but based on which gender
they choose to identify with—which could
change from day to day, or even from hour
to hour—depending on what mood they are
in, who is in which restroom, and with whom
certain children would prefer to address their
bodily needs.
One writer, observing such twisted trends,
aptly noted:
These aberrations are the product of excess. Not just too much luxury and
debauchery, but too much, period:

technology; leisure time; diversion; space;
also too much insulation from nature,
manual work, and practical problem solving. As the younger generation grows up
in an imaginary world mediated through
movies and games and electronic community, they can bend the world to suit
themselves. Or think they can (Janie B.
Cheaney, “Foolish Defiance,” WORLD
Magazine, Feb. 22, 2014, 20).
Our society’s reigning and self-contradicting mantra, “Tolerate everything—except
intolerance,” demonstrates its hardheaded
refusal to consider reality. Everything is relative. “If doing something makes one happy,
he should do it.” But this ignores the simple
truth that what makes one happy is not always best. America was built on hard work,
ingenuity, perseverance, and sacrifice—and
on trust in, and the grace of, God—not on
everybody doing what makes them happy.

America’s founders would be aghast to see
such selfish, amoral, and godless applications
of their “pursuit of happiness.” The Declaration of Independence recognized this right
was one with which all men were “endowed
by their Creator”; thus necessarily any such
pursuits must first be grounded in reverence
for God and the desire to do His will. But few

people today wish to hear this. “The fool hath
said in his heart, There is no God” (Psa. 14:1).
As an Almighty God demands absolute truth,
people seek to distance themselves from belief
in, or at least from actual conviction in, the
Almighty.
Hath a nation changed their gods, which
are yet no gods? but my people have

Gospel Meeting
with

Lee Moses
October 4– 9, 2015

“Undenominational Christianity”
Sunday, 9 a.m....................................The Church of the New Testament in
the Old Testament
Sunday, 10 a.m. .............................. The Foundation of the church of Christ
Sunday, 12:30 p.m. ........................A Building without a Foundation (Part 1)
Monday, 7:30 p.m. ....................... A Building without a Foundation (Part 2)
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. ..............How to Restore New Testament Christianity
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. .....The Means of Entrance into the church of Christ
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. ............................................... From Heaven or of Men?
Friday, 7:30 p.m. ...................................The Mission of the church of Christ
The Gospel Meeting will be broadcast live on the Internet at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 p.m., in the zone room.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.

changed their glory for that which doth
not profit (Jer. 2:11).
More and more, people are filling their lives
with emptiness. People find that meaningless
and empty fluff provides fine insulation from
the truth. But no insulation—other than the
blood of Christ—will provide a shield against

the flaming heat of truth to come (2 The. 1:79; 2 Pet. 3:7, 10).
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love
simplicity? and the scorners delight in
their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?
(Pro. 1:22).
Union City, TN

Why I Do (Or) Why I Do Not—Attend Bible Class


.
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.
.
.
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We either attend Bible class or we do not.
In either case there are reasons for it. Here is a
brief analysis of the topic pro and con:
I Attend Bible Class Because:
1. I am commanded to add knowledge to
my faith. “Add to your faith virtue; and
to virtue knowledge” (2 Pet. 1:5).
2. I love the Lord. “If ye love me, keep my
commandments” (John 14:15).
3. I wish to show my faith by my works.
“Shew me thy faith without thy works,
and I will shew thee my faith by my

Churches Would
Be Better

If all the sleeping folk will wake up,
and all the lukewarm folk will fire up, and
all the dishonest folk will confess up, and
all the disgruntled folk will sweeten up,
and all the discouraged folk will cheer up
and all the estranged folk will make up,
and all the gossipers will shut up, and all
the dry bones will shake up, and all the
soldiers will stand up.
Author Unknown

works” (Jam. 2:18).
4. I wish to be a good example. “Be thou
an example of the believers” (1 Tim.
4:12).
5. I must have spiritual food to grow. “Desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2).
I Do Not Attend Bible Class Because:
1. I do not get up early enough. (Of course,
I could.)
2. Sunday is my day of rest. (You see, I pursue my pleasures, not my spiritual interests for the Lord’s cause.)
3. I am too busy. (The Lord’s work comes
last, so there is not time left for it.)
4. I do not get anything out of the class.
(That is because I do not put anything
into it.)
5. I do not like the teacher. (Deep down
in my heart, I know that if I, and all the
others, would study and work in the
class as much as he does, we would have
a wonderful class.)
The excuses given for not attending Bible
class seem awfully puny and juvenile in comparison with the spiritual reasons for our attending. Think them over prayerfully. Be in
Bible class this Sunday.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Travis and Tony Busch (Bill & Pam
Busch’s sons)
Lori Mosley (Joyce Johnson’s daughter)

Please Remember
September 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
September 14
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Infidelity

Robertson L. Whiteside
Disbelief in God is not due to a lack of
evidence, but to a desire, for one reason
or another, to eliminate God. A belief in
God brings with it a feeling of responsibility and a feeling of responsibility stirs
the conscience. If a man wants to live as
he pleases, he prefers not to be bothered
with the idea of God.
Deceased
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“I See Men as Trees Walking”
Lee Moses

“I see men as trees, walking.” This is how a
formerly blind man described his newfound
ability after Jesus Christ had performed a miracle of healing upon him (Mark 8:22-24).
He was now able to see—but, being unaccustomed to seeing, he lacked the ability to distinguish between a man and a tree, other than
one’s walking about while the other remained
stationary. It took a second miracle of healing
by the hands of Christ for the man to comprehend what he now saw (8:25).
Jesus often likened eyesight to the ability to understand His teachings (Mat. 6:2223; 13:13-16; Mark 8:18; John 9:39-41;
Acts 22:18). God has blessed each individual reading this article with the ability to reason and come to an understanding of certain
matters. Nonetheless, for some reason many
fail to reason and come to an understanding
of the Bible. It is not because God, the Author of the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16), has difficulty

communicating to man (Psa. 33:9; 1 Cor.
14:33). Neither is it because God chooses to
be obtuse in His communication to man. As
the psalmist observed, “The entrance of thy
words giveth light; It giveth understanding
unto the simple” (Psa. 119:130). When Jesus
spoke, “the common people heard him gladly” (Mark 12:37). The apostles, miraculously
endowed with the “mind of Christ” (1 Cor.
2:16), used “great plainness of speech” (2 Cor.
3:12). Yet, so many people fail to comprehend
what they have the ability to see. They never get past the point of “seeing men as trees,
walking.”
There are many reasons why some remain
at this point. Some fail to handle the Word
carefully. Indeed, there are some things in the
Bible that are “hard to be understood, which
they that are unlearned [ignorant—ASV]
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures unto their own destruction” (2 Pet.

3:16). Each person has the responsibility to
heed Paul’s admonition,
Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth (2 Tim. 2:15).
All too often it is the case that people choose
to “see men as trees, walking.” For whatever

reason, they refuse to open their eyes to learn
the truth. Some enjoy their present comfort
level in life, and do not want anything to disturb it. They have financial security, and the
respect of their peers and community. Jesus
warned that such things could hinder coming
to the knowledge of the truth, as He asked,
“How can ye believe, which receive honour
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Lee Moses
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“Undenominational Christianity”
Sunday, 9 a.m........................................The Church of the New Testament in
the Old Testament
Sunday, 10 a.m. ................................... The Foundation of the church of Christ
Sunday, 12:30 p.m. ............................A Building without a Foundation (Part 1)
Monday, 7:30 p.m. ........................... A Building without a Foundation (Part 2)
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. ...................How to Restore New Testament Christianity
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. .........The Means of Entrance into the church of Christ
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. ................................................... From Heaven or of Men?
Friday, 7:30 p.m. .......................................The Mission of the church of Christ
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Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
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one of another, and seek not the honour that
cometh from God only?” (John 5:44). Note
that Jesus said this to the religious leaders of
His day, who were the most learned and respected people among the Jews. All too often
it is the case that those who are learned and
respected refuse to temper their egos with an
honest heart in search of the truth (compare
with 1 Cor. 1:26-31).
The trained mind out the upright soul,
As Jesus said the trained mind might,
Being wiser than the sons of light,
But trained men’s minds are spread so thin
They let all sorts of darkness in;
Whatever light man finds they doubt it,
They love not light, but talk about it.
(John Masefield, The Everlasting Mercy 47).
Many are beset with various afflictions of
pride that keep them from properly receiving the life-giving Word of God. It may be a
determination to remain in a sinful lifestyle
that hinders some. This is why the Holy Spirit
instructs:
Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning (Jam.
1:17).
There are others that have followed after
men their whole lives, and will not be deterred.
Their high esteem of others keeps themselves
from doing what is right. They refuse to consider that men have feet of clay and should not
be followed unless they happen to be following Christ (1 Cor. 2:5; 3:4; 7:3; compare with
11:1; Deu. 16:20; Eph. 5:1; Phi. 3:16-19).
Others are blinded by hatred (1 John 2:11;
compare with Luke 6:11; Mark 15:10).

God desires and expects us to use the ability with which He has blessed us. God’s further
blessing is contingent upon our willingness to
reason and accept what he has to say, as He
told the Israelites:
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: Though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
Though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:
But if ye refuse and rebel, Ye shall be devoured with the sword: For the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it (Isa. 1:18-20).
Christ is not going to perform a second
miracle of healing to enable us to move past
the point of “seeing men as trees, walking.”
However, just as the formerly blind man, we
do remain dependent upon Him. He has provided His Word, which in turn provides what
is necessary for complete sight (Psa. 119:105;
John 8:12). Each person who will honestly
and determinedly bring his ability to reason
to a study of the Bible has all that he needs to
become an heir of eternal life:
Grace and peace be multiplied unto you
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust
(2 Pet. 1:2-4).
Union City, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Travis and Tony Busch (Bill & Pam
Busch’s sons)
Lori Mosley (Joyce Johnson’s daughter)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember
September 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
September 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
September 28
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
September 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
October 4-9
Gospel Meeting with Lee Moses.
October 4
Dinner on the Grounds, afternoon
service at 12:30 p.m.

Pantry Items Needed
Peanut Butter
Jelly
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Pressing Toward the Mark
Lee Moses

At some time or other, almost all Christians
face the danger of becoming stagnant, mired
in the muck. Perhaps stagnancy may result
from a sense of self-defeat. On the other hand,
it can come as a result of self-satisfaction. Either way, we are far better served to have the
mind set of Paul:
Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus (Phi. 3:12-14).
Paul was speaking of his desire to attain the
resurrection of the dead (3:11); that is, of the
blessed dead who will rise to spend eternity

with the Lord. Not all will attain this goal.
Jesus had spoken of “they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the
resurrection from the dead” (Luke 20:35).
One can imagine that if Paul had dwelt
too much on his past, self-defeat could have
done him in. He had expended much of his
life and much effort in what he thought were
profitable religious efforts, which actually
were counterproductive to his right standing
with God. But he described himself as “forgetting those things which are behind” (Phi.
3:13). The best way to do that was by “reaching forth unto those things which are before
[“ahead”—NKJV].”
On the other hand, if anyone other than
the Lord Himself would be reckoned worthy
of the resurrection of the blessed dead, one
would have to think it would be Paul. He was
an apostle of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, Paul
“laboured more abundantly” than all the other

apostles (1 Cor. 15:10), sacrificing more and
suffering more than perhaps any Christian
who has ever lived (cf. 2 Cor. 11:23-33). But
he knew he had not yet attained the resurrection of the blessed dead.
In view of this, what justification can we
find for wallowing in self-defeat? Jesus Christ
assures us the victory if we persevere (1 Cor.
15:57; Rev. 2:10-11). If Paul, in all his accomplishments for the Cause of Christ, had
not yet attained unto the resurrection of the
dead, how can we feel satisfied in resting on

our laurels? How can any of us say, “I’ve done
enough”?
We are far better served to have the mind
set of Paul. Furthermore, we are commanded to have this mind set: “Let us therefore,
as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and
if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God
shall reveal even this unto you” (Phi. 3:15).
The Christian life of constant growth and
improvement, seeking new ways to serve the
Most High. Let us never cease pressing toward
the mark.		
Union City, TN

Ten Commandments for Parents

1. Create a sympathetic bond of companionship between yourself and your children.
Parents who are either too careless or too
busy to give proper attention to the problems
of their children are bound to wind up with
problem children.
2. Teach your children to know right from
wrong. Children are not born with a sense of
right and wrong, they must develop it.
3. Give high priority to religious and
moral training. This is probably the most important training for responsibility a child can
receive. Children need the security that comes
not only from a warm family life but from a
faith in a loving God.
4. Teach your children to be a good citizen. You must see to it that your child learns
to obey the laws, respect the rights of others,
and honor his parents, elders, and teachers.
Children properly brought up at home are seldom brought up in court.
5. Take an active interest in your children’s
out-of-home activities as well as in-the-home

activities. Give them sympathetic and tactful
supervision. Know where they are, what they
are doing, who their playmates and companions are, what comics and books they read,
what radio, TV, or movies they watch. Give
them the vital information of life they need,
lest they turn for it to street corner and gutter
educators.
6. Know when to discipline the child and
when to use stern measures. There is still much
child psychology in the business end of a razor
strap. A good balance of love and discipline is
essential. Parents who are too rigid may go to
extreme and cause their children to rebel.
7. Be a good example to your children.
Youngsters imitate the standards of behavior
of their parents and elders. Children want to
be like the persons they admire and love. Next
to a child’s need for security is his need for a
pattern by which he will build as he grows.
8. Build safety valves in your child’s behavior patterns. All children are prone to get
into some trouble at one time or another.


.
.

.

.
.
.
.

.

Youngsters are active and full of zest and energy they must have outlets for their youthful
energies and emotions.
9. Do not abdicate your responsibilities as
a parent. The job of a parent cannot be delegated to any other person.
10. When in doubt about what to do, con-

sult your minister, school principal, community agencies, or a child psychologist or psychiatrist. They may help you with your child’s
behavior problems the same as a physician
helps you with the child’s health problems.
Author Unknown

Gospel Meeting
		

with

Lee Moses
October 4– 9, 2015

“Undenominational Christianity”
Sunday, 9 a.m....................................The Church of the New Testament in
the Old Testament
Sunday, 10 a.m. .............................. The Foundation of the church of Christ
Sunday, 12:30 p.m. ........................A Building without a Foundation (Part 1)
Monday, 7:30 p.m. ....................... A Building without a Foundation (Part 2)
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. ..............How to Restore New Testament Christianity
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. .....The Means of Entrance into the church of Christ
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. ............................................... From Heaven or of Men?
Friday, 7:30 p.m. ...................................The Mission of the church of Christ
The Gospel Meeting will be broadcast live on the Internet at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 p.m., in the zone room.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Charles Williams
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Debbie Dawson
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Travis and Tony Busch (Bill & Pam
Busch’s sons)
Lori Mosley (Joyce Johnson’s daughter)
Sawyer Richee (Nelda King’s grandson)

New Arrival

Our congratulations are extended to
Elward and Dot Brantley in the birth
of their grandson, John Wyatt Caffey,
born on September 15 to their granddaughter Autumn and her husband Patrick. John weighed 7 pounds 1 ounce
and was 19 inches long.
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Please Remember
September 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
September 28
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Enthusiasm
Lee Moses

It is not listed as part of the “fruit of the
Spirit” in Galatians 5:22-23. It is not one of
the Christian graces mentioned in 2 Peter 1:57. However, enthusiasm is an essential component of Christian character. The late brother Bill Cline plainly stated it:
Actually, there is no such “animal” as an
unenthusiastic Christian. One could just
as well be a God‐fearing atheist or an honest crook. The term is a misnomer. There
are some unenthusistic “church members”
but no unenthusiastic Christians.
The root words behind enthusiasm literally mean, “God in us.” If God is indeed “in
us” as He should be (1 John 4:16), we should
maintain an enthusiastic outlook. Consider
just a few passages which stress the need for
enthusiasm:
Because thou servedst not the Lord thy
God with joyfulness, and with gladness
of heart, for the abundance of all things;

Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies
which the Lord shall send against thee, in
hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness,
and in want of all things: and he shall put a
yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have
destroyed thee” (Deu. 28:47-48).
The Israelites’ failure to serve the Lord with
enthusiasm would lead to their serving their
enemies in misery.
So built we the wall; and all the wall was
joined together unto the half thereof: for
the people had a mind to work (Neh. 4:6).
This literally says, “The people had a heart
to work.” Thus, it speaks not only of their intellectual decision to work, but also of their
enthusiastic commitment to their task. This is
why they were able to accomplish so much. It
seems that many churches do everything they
do half-heartedly. Which is a major reason
why everything they do is not much. Where
churches are enthusiastic about evangelism,

souls are saved. Where churches are enthusiastic about doctrinal purity, error does not easily
infiltrate. Stephanas and his household were
so enthusiastic about ministering to the saints
that they are described as “addicted…to the
ministry of the saints,” as the KJV renders
1 Corinthians 16:15. Do you suppose that

such enthusiasm enabled or hindered their
prospective accomplishments?
For as touching the ministering to the
saints, it is superfluous for me to write to
you: For I know the forwardness of your
mind, for which I boast of you to them of
Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year

Gospel Meeting
with

Lee Moses
October 4– 9, 2015

“Undenominational Christianity”
Sunday, 9 a.m....................................The Church of the New Testament in
the Old Testament
Sunday, 10 a.m. .............................. The Foundation of the church of Christ
Sunday, 12:30 p.m. ........................A Building without a Foundation (Part 1)
Monday, 7:30 p.m. ....................... A Building without a Foundation (Part 2)
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. ..............How to Restore New Testament Christianity
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. .....The Means of Entrance into the church of Christ
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. ............................................... From Heaven or of Men?
Friday, 7:30 p.m. ...................................The Mission of the church of Christ
The Gospel Meeting will be broadcast live on the Internet at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php
A covered-dish meal will be provided
Monday – Thursday at 6:00 p.m., in the zone room.
Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy a good meal and Gospel preaching.
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ago; and your zeal hath provoked very
many (2 Cor. 9:1-2).
The Corinthians’ enthusiasm was a necessary prerequisite to performing the task they
were called to do. Also, their enthusiasm was
also contagious—it tends to be. Some churches are dragged down by the constant whining, complaining, and generally negative attitude of a few. Other churches are blessed with
souls committed to the Lord’s cause, who in
turn motivate each other (cf. Acts 4:36; 1 The.
5:14). Where churches are enthusiastic about
their work and worship, others will come to
share that enthusiasm.
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love (Rev.
2:4).
Just a few decades previously, Paul had
written of this same church, the church at
Ephesus, “Wherefore I also, after I heard of
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all
the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you,
making mention of you in my prayers” (Eph.
1:15-16). By the time of Revelation’s writing,
Jesus could yet commend them for their works
and endurance. But for all the good that Jesus could say about the church at Ephesus, He
was compelled to convict them for leaving the
zealous love for the Lord they once held. Time
has a way of jading us. Our seeming failures

can make us hesitant to try again. Others have
disappointed us, making us reticent to trust
others. The church at Ephesus had undoubtedly experienced much of this, but Jesus did
not permit their waning enthusiasm.
It may be difficult for a Christian to maintain enthusiasm when he observes dangerous
directions the country is headed, when he observes the church abandoning the Truth in
many places, and after simply being bruised
by the general hardships of life. Our focus is
not on the occurrences of this world—our focus is on the hope of the life yet to come (cf.
2 Cor. 4:18; Phi. 3:20). When our focus remains there, we will be enthusiastic about
preparing others and ourselves for that hope.
When we appreciate the unmerited favor that
God has bestowed upon us, we will be enthusiastic about serving Him any way we can. Let
us begin this week with enthusiasm for the
Lord!
Be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Eph. 5:18-20).
Union City, TN

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear................................................................................................................Romans 10:17
Believe................................................................................................................. Mark 16:16
Repent...............................................................................................................Luke 13:3, 5
Confess........................................................................................................Romans 10:9-10
Baptism................................................................................................................... Acts 2:38
Be Faithful............................................................................................. 1 Corinthians 15:58
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Travis and Tony Busch (Bill & Pam
Busch’s sons)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathies are extended
to the family of Charles Williams who
passed away on September 23, 2015.
Charles’ parents attended the first services of the Bellview Church of Christ
in 1952. In 1972 when Elders and Deacons were appointed for the first time,
Charles was appointed as a Deacon. He
served until 1986. Please keep the Williams family in your prayers.
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Practical Baptismal Regeneration
Lee Moses

It is not terribly uncommon for members
of the church of Christ to be accused of believing in “baptismal regeneration.” Baptismal regeneration claims that baptism “is the
channel of grace by which regeneration, in the
sense of the impartation of new life is alone
received” (emphasis added) (Garrison 196).
This is a false charge—while we stand upon
the Scriptures, which teach baptism is essential to receiving new life in Christ (John 3:35; Rom. 6:3-4), faithful brethren have always
firmly asserted that baptism alone will save no
one. Sadly, however, there are some today who
teach and live as though the false doctrine of
“baptismal regeneration” as defined above is
true.
Some would have you believe that one,
who does not understand what he is doing can
be saved by baptism. By this teaching, denominational baptism would be just as acceptable
as Bible baptism (contrast with Eph. 4:5). But

hearing and understanding the Gospel is essential to salvation. In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus said when one fails to understand the
Word, the devil takes the Word away from
that person (Mat. 13:19). It was when the
Romans “obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine” that they were “then made free from
sin” (Rom. 6:17-18). The “heart” (Greek kardia) is the “center and source of the whole inner life, with its thinking, feeling, and volition” (Bauer, Danker, Arndt, and Gingrich
508). So one’s thinking, emotion, and will
must be fully employed to obey the Gospel
properly. This part of the reason is why infants
are not suitable candidates for baptism. If one
could be given new life by immersion in water without understanding what he was doing,
then every person who had ever been swimming or otherwise under water would have
been born again (contrast with Acts 19:1-5).
Others would have you believe that one

who fails to repent can be saved by baptism.
That is, one can remain in a sinful state (e.g. an
unscriptural marriage) and yet begin to walk
in newness of life. But Paul affirmed that central to the message he preached to the world
was “that they should repent and turn to God,
and do works meet for repentance” (26:20).
Never, under any dispensation, has man been
able to live pleasing to God while remaining
in sin (Gen. 6:5-7; Isa. 59:1-2; 1 John 3:9).
Repentance is a prerequisite to Scriptural baptism (Acts 2:38).
There are some who live as though the baptism they received years ago gives them carte
blanche to do as they please in the time following. As such, they effectively affirm that baptism alone saves. But Scriptural baptism is the
only birth that begins a new life. As Paul wrote
in Romans 6:5: “for if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death [through
baptism, verses 3-4], we shall also be in the
likeness of his resurrection” (through faithful

Christian living, verses 1-2, 11:16). Baptism
is not merely a way for one to “get his ticket
punched” to heaven—it implies that the one
submitting to it will live a new life for God.
Indeed, baptism is essential for receiving
the new life that comes as we are saved from
our sins (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 22:16).
But let us ensure that we do not add to nor
take away from the Word of God (Deu. 4:2;
Rev. 22:18-19). If we teach or live as though
baptism alone gives new life without any required acts of obedience, we teach “practical
baptismal regeneration.” Rather, let us all obey
“from the heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered you” (Rom. 6:17).
Works Cited
Bauer, Danker, Arndt, and Gingrich. A GreekEnglish Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago, IL:
Univ. Of Chicago Press, 2000.
Garrison, J.H. The Story of a Century. St. Louis,
MO: Christian Publishing Company, 1999.
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You Were In a Hurry

I attended your church services this morning. You would not remember me. I was there
hunting for something I think I would have
found it if you had not been in such a hurry.
You sang hymns about a loving Lord. I felt
a tight, choking sensation, and my heart beat
faster. Your minister’s message was thrilling. I
realized I was lost, and from the way he spoke,
it seemed important to have a Savior.
At last the minister finished his appeal and
asked you to stand and sing another of the
beautiful songs you know so well. I swallowed
a lump in my throat, and wished I knew the

joy of which you sang. I was about to answer
God’s call to me through the Gospel message
when I heard a buzzing beside me. When I
glanced around you were putting on your little girl’s coat. You were telling your young son
to gather up his toys. I looked on my other
side and you were touching up your lipstick
and rearranging your hair. Looking in front of
me I saw a man frown at his watch as if time
were running out. At the end of the seat, a
couple was heading for the exit.
Seeing what I saw, I did not want to look
anymore. My throat hurt. My feet would not

.
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walk down the aisle. I could see you did not
really care. This salvation the minister had
been telling me about was not important to
you who were supposed to know about it. You
only wanted to get away. I was afraid if I should
obey, it would delay you. You would wonder
what I was hunting for, since it was no joy to
you to share it. So, I waited until services were

over and walked out among you…lost!
I was lost because I was in sin. I did not respond then because you were in a hurry. It appeared you did not really care if I was saved
or not. Many people doubt what you say, but
will always believe what you do.
Author Unknown
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“Undenominational Christianity”
Sunday, 9 a.m....................................The Church of the New Testament in
the Old Testament
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
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Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
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Please Remember
October 4-9
Gospel Meeting with Lee Moses.
October 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
October 12
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Jesus the Mediator
Bruce Stulting

Sin has placed mankind at odds with his
Creator. It would be bad enough if He simply left us alone, but God actually goes to
war against the ungodly! We are His enemies
(Jam. 4:4) and He treats us as such (4:6). Because of God’s holiness, sinful man cannot approach Him. Nor can God approach man.
John pointed this fact out when he wrote:
This then is the message which we have
heard of him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do
not the truth (1 John 1:5-6).
Sin and holiness are incompatible. Further,
sin is a problem that is common to all men
(Rom. 3:23).
The problem of sin must be overcome before man can be reconciled (brought back together as friends) with God. Since neither side
(human/divine) can approach the other, God

devised a solution to the problem. The solution came in the fashion of a Mediator. Mediator refers to one who intervenes to restore
peace and fellowship, usually by negotiating a
settlement agreement between the two parties
who are at odds. The root of the Greek word
that it is translated from literally means “middle.” The mediator is the go-between necessary for reconciliation.
Consider Paul’s words to Timothy:
For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time (1 Tim. 2:5-6).
Many today think they can go to Heaven
by their own way. However, Jesus is the only
Mediator between God and man. There is no
other way to go to Heaven except through Jesus. He is “the way, the truth, and the life”
(John 14:6). Jesus was human so He can fairly
represent man on the earth. He is the Christ

and can stand before the throne of God on
behalf of man. If anyone comes to the Father,
it is only through Jesus Christ, our Mediator.
Jesus died for all men and therefore is the
Mediator for all men. He died to give us a
“better covenant, which was established upon
better promises” than the Old Testament
(Heb. 8 6-7). Under the Old Testament, “the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins” (10:4). Whenever men were forgiven under the Law of Moses, their sins were charged
against the blood of Christ. Jesus had to come
into the world in the form of a man and shed
His blood to be qualified to make intercession

for all men. He shed His precious blood so
that all the world could have the opportunity for eternal life (9:15). Have you sought the
help of the Mediator so you might be reconciled to God? Once you are reconciled, Jesus
will continue to make intercession for you before God’s throne (7:25).
Huntsville, TX

2015 Gospel Meeting
with Lee Moses
Lessons on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.php

Trust Me

Jerry C. Brewer

Thinking people generally concede that the
person one should trust the least is often the
one who says, “Trust me.” That statement usually means, “Take my word for it, and don’t
question what I say.” How many times have
you trusted someone on that basis, only to
find that your trust was woefully misplaced?
But that is the kind of blind trust that is often manifested in religion. Having been convinced by the devil that “The Bible is too hard
to understand,” many are willing to merely
take the word of a preacher in matters affecting the soul’s destiny.
In the Dark Ages, the Catholic Church
chained the Bible to the pulpit and forbade
the common man to read it. “Trust me,” Roman Catholicism said, and the people did.
When reformers like John Calvin and Martin Luther revolted against the festering corruption of the Papacy, they formulated their

own written creeds and said, “Trust me,” and
the people did. When Oral Roberts worked
his sleight of hand in his heyday, claiming he
worked miracles, he said, “Trust me”—and
send money—and millions did. When modern denominational preachers offer emotional, feel-good platitudes, and tell sinners to,
“Pray the sinner’s prayer,” they are saying,
“Trust me.” And the gullible do. When Billy Graham denies the necessity of baptism for
salvation and tries to explain away Acts 2:38,
he’s saying, “Trust me.” And his devotees do.
Anyone who says, “Trust me”—especially in matters relating to the soul—should be
avoided like the plague. No one should entrust his soul’s eternal destiny to any mortal.
We who preach the Gospel and write articles such as this one do not expect our hearers or readers to accept these things without
question. What we write and speak must be

evaluated in the light of the Bible. That is the
plumbline, or standard, by which all religious
teaching should be evaluated. It is our avowed
intent to always give a “Thus saith the Lord”
for all which we preach and practice. If we
cannot do so, we will not preach or practice it.
This conviction is born of devotion to God’s
Truth expressed throughout Holy Writ. Even
Jesus did not expect men to “trust Him” without examining the evidence of His claims.
If I bear witness of myself, my witness is
not true. There is another that beareth
witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. Ye
sent unto John, and he bare witness unto
the truth.… But I have greater witness
than that of John: for the works which the
Father hath given me to finish, the same
works that I do, bear witness of me, that
the Father hath sent me. And the Father
himself, which hath sent me, hath borne
witness of me.… Search the scriptures; for
in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me (John
5:31-39).
Many were the pretenders who came with
the claim of being the Messiah, but only the
claims of Jesus Christ were verified by John’s
testimony, by the mighty works Christ did, by
the Father Himself, and by the Old Testament
Scriptures. Jesus did not come simply saying,
“Trust me.” He offered confirmation of His
claims, and so must all who would teach the
eternal Truth of God.
Of the citizens of Berea, Luke wrote that
they, “were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so” (Acts

17:11). One who is genuinely interested in his
soul’s salvation will emulate those noble Bereans. The soul is too precious to trust anyone
who says, “Trust me.” One must weigh all religious teaching against the absolute standard of
God’s Word. If the teaching cannot be found
there it ought to be rejected.
No one should blindly accept what we or
anyone else writes or says without investigating the teaching to see if it is confirmed in
the Bible. If what is spoken or written is what
the Bible teaches, then it must be accepted—
not because we speak or write it, but because
it is God’s Truth. On the other hand, if what
we speak or write cannot be proven by the Bible, it ought to be rejected and we ought to be
told it is error. Paul told the Thessalonians to,
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good”
(1 The. 5:21). What cannot be proven by the
Bible must not be done. That includes things
like sprinkling water on people and calling it
“baptism,” baptizing babies, using mechanical
instruments in worship to God, telling people that God saves through “faith only,” praying the so-called “sinner’s prayer,” or that “it
makes no difference what one believes so long
as he is honest.” None of these things can be
proven by the Bible and are, therefore, sinful
practices.
No man should be trusted when it comes
to the salvation of your soul. Only God can
be trusted (Tit. 1:2). Search the Scriptures
for yourself. Do not trust our word alone or
the word of any preacher without testing his
teaching by the standard of the Bible (1 John
4:1).
Elk City, OK
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Debbie Dawson
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Travis and Tony Busch (Bill & Pam
Busch’s sons)
Zan Smith (Dot Brantley’s sister)
Jennifer Neeley (Debra Mowery’s
co-worker)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s grandson)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks
brother-in-law)

New Arrival

Our congratulations are extended to
Dallas and Karen Diamond in the birth
of their grandson, Dallas Carter Diamond, on October 10. He weighed 4
lbs 12 oz. Please keep Dallas in your
prayers.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

Please Remember
October 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
October 26
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
October 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
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Jehovah Versus All the Gods of Egypt?
Jess Whitlock

“Ramses the Great: the Man and the Myth.”
About 20 years ago I went to Dallas for that exhibit. It was impressive to learn about the man,
but there was myth! The claim was made that
Ramses was the Pharaoh of the Exodus. It is
my conviction the date of the exodus was ca.
1446 bc. It is my conviction that the Pharaoh
of Egypt at the time of the exodus was probably
Thutmosis. Moses and Pharaoh observed God’s
“Ten-Lesson Course” as God came to the tenth
plague.
For I will go through the land of Egypt in
that night, and will smite all the first-born
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am Jehovah (Exo. 12:12).
The one true God took on all the gods of
Egypt and overcame many idol gods that belonged to Egypt:
1. The water of the Nile became blood and
the water was undrinkable (7:14-24). The

2.

3.

4.

5.

spirit of the Nile was called Hapi, the goddess of the Nile was called Tauret, and the
Nile was considered the bloodstream of
Osiris.
The plague of frogs covered the whole land
(8:1-15). Egypt looked to frogs as the goddess of birth, and named this goddess Heqt
or Hekt.
Next the lice came upon men and beasts
alike (8:16-19). Seb or Geb was Egypt’s
earth-god. Remember the lice came from
the dust at the hand of Moses.
Next came the swarms of flies (8:20-32).
The flies came only upon the land of Egypt
and not in Goshen. Egypt had a fly-god
called Uatchit.
The plague of murrain (diseased livestock)
was next (9:1-7). Egypt had many gods
fashioned as bulls or cattle; Apis, Ptah, Hathor, Mnevis.

6. The plague of boils affected only the Egyptians (9:8-12). Sekhmet was the goddess
of epidemics, and Serapis was their god of
healing. The latter god was in the form of
a serpent. Look at the insignia of medical
institutions today and behold the serpent!
Yet, Egypt’s magicians were unable to appear before Pharaoh because of this plague.
7. The plague of hail mingled with fire followed (9:13-35). Egypt had a sky-goddess
that was appropriately named Nut. Isis and
Seth were the deities of Egypt to protect
the crops. Shu was the god of the atmosphere. (His name was mentioned quite
frequently during the fourth plague.)
8. Then it was time for the locusts to make an
appearance (10:1-20). Serapia was the protector of Egypt from locusts! Recall that

Isis and Seth served as protector of crops.
The crop loss in Egypt was 100%.
9. Then came three days of darkness (10:2129). The sun gods of Egypt were myriad:
Ra, Atum, Horus, Amon-ra, et al. There
was no light in Egypt for three days. Egypt
even had a god of the sunset, Tem. But,
there was no sunrise neither sunset for
three days. There was light in Goshen.
10. The final plague was the death of the firstborn (12:29-36). Pharaoh was considered
a god and his first-born died. Heqt or Hekt
was the goddess of birth, and Meskhenet
presided at childbirth. Selket or Serqa was
Egypt’s guardian of life.
Jehovah God went “against all the gods of
Egypt” and won hands down!
Denison, TX

“Those Who Were Being Saved”
Brad Green

Everyone should desire to be one of “those
who were being saved” (Acts 2:47—NKJV).
Fortunately, it is God’s desire that all men “be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4) and for this reason, God,
“hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). Recorded in Acts 2 is the
historical account of the day Jesus’ church was
established. For the first time, Peter and the
other apostles use the “keys of the kingdom”
(Mat. 16:19) to teach man how to enter the
kingdom of God and thus be saved.

First, to be among “those who were being
saved,” man had to hear the Gospel—“Ye men
of Israel, hear these words” (Acts 2:22). Man
cannot be saved without hearing God’s Word
because “it is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16) and “therein is the righteousness of God revealed” (1:17). To be righteous in the sight of God, man must have faith
(Heb. 11:6) and “faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17).
Second, to be among “those who were being
saved,” man had to believe what he heard—
“Now when they heard this [Peter’s sermon],
they were pricked in their heart” (Acts 2:37).

The fact that the message pricked their hearts
proves that they believed. Jesus says, “if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”
(John 8:24).
Third, to be among “those who were being saved,” man had to repent of his past sins,
confess that Jesus is the Christ, and be immersed in water to have his past sins forgiven—“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts
2:38). Jesus says, “except ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3) and if we truly
believe that Jesus saves, we will follow the example of the Ethiopian eunuch who said:
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to
be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.
And he answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he
commanded the chariot to stand still: and
they went down both into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him. And when they were come up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no
more: and he went on his way rejoicing
(Acts 8:36-39).
The reason the eunuch was “rejoicing”
is because he knew that he was now one of
“those who were being saved.” Like those on
the day of Pentecost, he had been added by
the Lord to the church and among the saved
(2:47). The apostle Peter proclaims, “baptism
doth also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21), and the
inspired Paul writes:
Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried

with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life (Rom.
6:3-4).
To be saved, one must be “in Christ,” and
it is in water baptism where we are “planted
together in the likeness of his death (6:5) and
therefore, “in Christ.”
Last, to be among “those who were being
saved,” one must continue to be faithful to
God. According to the inspired record:
they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand
souls. And they continued stedfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.…
And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart,
Praising God, and having favour with all
the people (Acts 2:41-42, 46-47).
Jesus commands, “be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life”
(Rev. 2:10).
Let us follow this Godly example and be
among “those who were being saved.” Anyone
who will hear God’s Word, believe, repent,
confess the Deity of Christ, and be baptized
to have his past sins forgiven, can be added by
the Lord to the church of Christ—the body
containing the saved (Acts 2:47). We then
can live “faithful unto death” and be given a
“crown of life” when Jesus returns (Rev. 2:10;
cf. Eph. 5:27).
Knoxville, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Debbie Dawson
Nelda King
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Zan Smith (Dot Brantley’s sister)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s grandson)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)

Restored

Peggy Crowe was restored to Christ on
October 18. Please keep Peggy in your
prayers and offer her encouragement.

Correction

In last week’s Beacon it was announced
that Dallas and Karen Diamond had a
new grandson, Dallas Carter Diamond.
He is their great-grandson. We apologize for this mistake.
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Please Remember
October 26
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
October 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
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Laid Back, Hip—and Irreverent
Dub McClish

The general abandonment of decorum in
society over a couple of generations has obviously had its impact on the Lord’s people—
especially observable in our worship assemblies. I preached in a Gospel meeting several
years ago before which the local preacher told
me that the brethren were “laid back” in the
way they dressed for worship. He was trying to prepare me for the fact that those who
would be leading in worship would likely be
“casually” dressed.
Another congregation used varied song
leaders in a Gospel meeting, some of whom
wore neither coat nor tie. One poor fellow
wore jeans, an ugly open-collared shirt, and
sneakers and sported a distracting, scraggly
beard. Had he worn hunting boots he could
have been mistaken for “Jeremiah Jones,” just
down from his mountain cabin. If such attire represented the best these men could do,
they would have received no criticism from

me. This hardly seemed to be the case, however. Rather, such behavior had thoughtless,
careless, sloppy, and/or lazy (to say nothing
of irreverent) written all over it.
I have known of elders who wear coat and
tie to work during the week, but who “dress
down,” coatless and golf shirt, for their greater work on the Lord’s day. T-shirts at the
Lord’s table (especially message T-shirts) hardly contribute to Scriptural meditation. Some
seem to wear offbeat attire to “make a statement.” I thus hear of some younger preachers
and youth leaders who show up for worship
assemblies in cut-off jeans or cargo shorts, Tshirts, and flip-flops, I suppose to show how
hip and with it they are or perhaps even to express rebellion at decorum and basic neatness.
Whether we (male or female) “dress up”
or “dress down” indicates an attitude toward
the activity or function in which we are participating. I am addressing men particularly,

however. While admitting some extenuating circumstances (e.g., coming immediately
from work with no time to change, the less
formal setting of Wednesday evening Bible
study, etc.), what you wear may reflect how
seriously you take the activity in which you
are engaging (to say, “I hadn’t thought about
that,” makes my point). I could not picture
any of the men described above dressing so
sloppily for an important business appointment or to serve as a pallbearer for a funeral
service. Surely, one would not think of appearing before an earthly monarch disheveled, unkempt, and wearing yard-work or
golf-course garb. He would not overdress so as
to call undue attention to himself in that way,
but he would do his best not to detract from
the royalty by appearing slovenly or even casual in his attire.
Yet, men all too often, representing the
most important cause on earth, come before the King of kings, saying by their shoddy appearance that the occasion was not
even worth dressing up for. Many of the

grandfathers of my generation wore bib overalls to worship on Sunday, but these were the
best they had. The one day in the week they
wore a white shirt (if they had one) was the
Lord’s day. They perceived that going to worship was worth dressing up for—and I believe
they got it right.
Yes, God is more concerned with the inside, rather than merely with the outside, of
men (1 Sam. 16:7). However, we may indicate what is inside by what we do with the
“outside.” We may talk with our clothing, and
the Lord said that “out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh” (Mat. 12:34).
Have we forgotten the simple, but important,
principle of doing all things “decently and in
order” (1 Cor. 14:40), written in the very
context of behavior in a worship assembly, incidentally? I am not advocating that we turn
our worship assemblies into fashion shows. I
am rather urging that men dress in such a way
as to indicate how important they believe the
worship of Almighty God and His Son is.
Denton, TX

Faith Vs. Opinion
Tim Smith

What is the difference between a matter of
faith and a matter of opinion? I have often discussed such matters on these pages and judging from the response I have received such a
study (in brief ) as the one now before us is
well worth our time.
A matter of faith is a matter that may be
settled by reading and properly applying the
Word as revealed in the New Testament. Faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of

God (cf., Rom. 10:17). To determine whether a thing is a matter of faith or not simply
put it to the Scripture test (cf., 1 The. 5:2122). To the extent that God specifically made
His preference known we are bound and the
question is a matter of faith. To the extent that
God allowed for preference or choice our liberties and preferences are allowed to rule.
Let us begin with the absurd—people
seem to deal better with the absurd than the

plausible, you know. Let us put the question
of parting one’s hair to the test of Scripture.
Should a man’s hair be parted on the left or
the right or the middle or not at all? I know
some who part their hair on the left. I know
some who part their hair on the right. I know
some who part it in the middle. I know some
(yours truly included) who have their hair cut
too short to part at all. I know some who do
not have any hair to part—time having taken
it all away! Who is right? Are the “lefties” or
the “righties” or the “middle-of-the-roaders”
or the “no-part-at-all” crowd in the right? The
simple truth is that none of them are right or
wrong on this matter—because, quite frankly, by His Book, He does not care where your
hair is parted. If He does not care, then how
can you do it “wrong”?
Let us take an imaginary congregation and
work out a scenario on this burning issue of
the parting of the hair. (I am a little surprised
that no one has captured the public frenzy on
such an issue as the parting of the hair before
me.) Let us say that we have a congregation
with 100 men in it and that 80 of them part

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

The site offers a vast amount of resources
for your personal edification. Past issues of
Defender and Beacon, written sermons presented by Michael Hatcher, as well as Ira Y.
Rice’s Basic Bible course are available. Videos of lectureships, sermons, and Gospel
meetings can be viewed. Why not check it
out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

their hair from right to left, 10 from left to
right, 5 in the middle and the remaining 5 either have no hair to part or have cut it too
short to part. Could it be said that the 80 are
right? Could it be said that the 20 are wrong?
By what standard (and you must have a standard to make such a declaration) could you so
state? Majority rule? How much does majority rule figure in to the question of what God
likes? Say the matter was put to a vote and by a
vote of 80 to 10 to 5 to 5 parting the hair from
left to right carried the day. Would it then be
the case that the left-to-righters were right and
all others wrong? The answer to that question
is a definite and loud and clear and absolute
no. If God does not care about an issue you
can vote from now until the Judgment Day
and the outcome of the vote will in no wise
change His opinion on the matter.
To the extent that God says who, what,
when, where, how, or why we must say the
same, and to the extent that He has left it up
to our discretion we must leave it to the discretion of the individual. It is just as wrong to
make a rule God did not make as it is to omit
one He did make. I mean no disrespect to you
or your opinions when I say this, but here goes
anyway: If you have an opinion, that is fine—
have that opinion (if such is allowed by the
Scripture). However, if you think that having
an opinion is equal to having authority from
God to legislate the behavior of others, then
you need to repent and stop that before you
stand in the way of one with a differing (and
equally valuable) opinion and prevent them
from entering the family of God. Please—let
Him set the standard and us follow it.
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Debbie Dawson
Nelda King
Heather Stark
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Junior McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s grandson)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)

Please Remember
October 28
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
November 2
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.
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Arts and Crafts

Craftspeople in the third millennium
BC made fine jewellery in gold, silver and semi-precious stones imported from the east and south. Smiths cast
copper and bronze for weapons and
statues. Stone carvers produced some
of the finest pieces of Babylonian art—
from great monuments to tiny cylinder seals which were rolled across clay
to leave impressions of the pictures engraved on them (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 63).
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“Think Not That I Came to Send Peace on the Earth”
Matthew 10:34

David P. Brown

Matthew 10:34 is a part of the instructions
Jesus gave to His apostles before He sent them
on the limited commission. There is a peace
that is authorized by God and there is a peace
that is not authorized by God. Under the limited commission if the Jews refused the message of the apostles, peace could not exist between them and God. Neither could it exist
between those who obeyed God and those
who did not obey Him.
Today, when sinful men are disposed to
hear the message of peace (the Gospel), believe in Christ, repent of their sins, confess
their faith in Jesus as the Son of God and then
be baptized into Christ for the remission of
their sins, God forgives them and they are reconciled to God in the church of Christ (John
3:16; Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:16; Acts 17:30;
Rom. 10:10; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; 1 Pet. 3:21;

Acts 2:42, 47). This is the process whereby
men make peace with God. But, when men
refuse all or any part of the Gospel message
(it is God’s only saving power—Rom. 1:16),
then no peace is possible between such men
and God, or between such men and those who
have obeyed the Gospel! Fellowship exists between men who have made peace with God,
and who continue to maintain that peace with
Him by faithful adherence to His will (Acts
2:42; 1 John 1:7; 2 John 9-11).
When the sin of fornication reared its ugly
head in the church at Corinth, peace ceased
to exist between the fornicator and God. Such
a situation demanded that those remaining at
peace and in fellowship with God cease their
fellowship with the brother who was guilty of
fornication until such time that he repented
of his fornication. Paul thus commanded the

church at Corinth “to have no company with
fornicators” (1 Cor. 5:9—ASV), and again he
said:
I wrote unto you not to keep company,
if any man that is named a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or
a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat.… Put
away the wicked man from among yourselves (1 Cor. 5:10-13—ASV).
This teaching of Paul is in perfect harmony
with the apostle John’s teaching in his second
epistle.
Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not
in the teaching of Christ, hath not God:
he that abideth in the teaching, the same
hath both the Father and the Son. If any
one cometh unto you, and bringeth not
this teaching, receive him not into your
house, and give him no greeting: for he
that giveth him greeting partaketh in his
evil works (2 John 9-11).
Some erroneously teach that “the teaching
of Christ” means “the teaching about Christ.”
If such were the case, then the only reason fellowship could be withdrawn from a child of
God would be if he rejected any or all of the

teaching about who the Lord was and what
He did to redeem man. However, what Paul
commanded the church at Corinth to do regarding the man who had “his father’s wife”
(1 Cor. 5:1), had not one thing to do with
the life or deity of Christ! Now, Paul either sinned or someone has a perverted view
of what the phrase, “the teaching of Christ”
found in 2 John 9 means. Being that Paul, in
the same letter to the same church, informed
the Corinthians that, “the things which I write
unto you, that they are the commandment of
the Lord” (14:37) it seems only reasonable to
allow the inspired apostle Paul’s direction to
the Corinthians to serve as a divine commentary on what the apostle John meant when the
same Spirit that inspired Paul had John write
2 John 9-11.
Spring, TX

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

“Who is on the Lord’s side?”
Exodus 32:26

F. F. Conley

If the question should be put to you personally, “Are you on the Lord’s side?” how
would you answer? Be very honest with yourself because you cannot deceive God. “Be not
deceived; God is not mocked” (Gal. 6:7). The
Lord said one time, “Thou thoughtest that I
was altogether such an one as thyself ” (Psa.

50:21). He said again, “For my thoughts are
not your thoughts, Neither are your ways my
ways” (Isa. 55:8). Are you on the Lord’s side?
Remember that Jesus warns, “He that is not
with me is against me; and he that gathereth
not with me scattereth abroad” (Mat. 12:30).
Jesus also admonished, “No man can serve

two masters” (6:24).
Moses asked this question that is under
study just now, but how did he come to ask
it? He had been in the mountain for forty

Seven Minds

1. Mind your tongue. Never allow it to
speak hasty, cruel, unkind, untruthful
or wicked words. It was made for something better.
2. Mind your eyes. Do not permit them to
look on obscene pictures or things which
suggest evil. There are many things that
the sight of would be inspirational.
3. Mind your ears. They should never listen to wicked speeches, improper songs,
or unholy words. They were made for
hearing harmonies of Truth and the
sweet voice of God.
4. Mind your lips. Never let anything befoul them, not strong drink pass between
them. They are for better purposes.
5. Mind your hands. They should never
steal for fight, or be used to write down
evil thoughts. Their best use is to lift up
the fallen, and to hand out blessings to
the needy.
6. Mind your feet. They are not to walk
the paths of sin, nor in any other steps of
Satan. They are to carry you on errands
of mercy and labors of love.
7. Mind your heart. The love of sin is to be
kept out of it, and Satan is not to have
any room in it. It is to be consecrated to
Jesus, and He is to make it His throne.
Author Unknown

days and nights and asking God for His guidance for the people. But at that very time the
people had gone back into idolatry. They had
made a golden calf and were falling down before it. Moses stood there before them and
said: “Who is on the Lord’s side?”
We should choose Him now to be fit to live
in this life. Some of God’s promises are for this
world. Paul said, having promise of life that
now is—Jesus said, “he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time” (Mat. 10:30). Peter
adds his testimony along this line, “For he that
will love life, and see good days” (1 Pet. 3:10).
We should choose Him now to be ready
to die. Learn what to do with your life before
you face the hour of death. Paul had learned
what to do with his life when he came to die,
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7).
You are not on the Lord’s side if you are
critical and self-centered. If you forsake the
assembly, the Bible school, the prayer meeting service, if you have a chip on your shoulder, if you are a glory seeker, if you are concerned with prestige, if you think ten cents
out of a dollar is too much to contribute to the
Lord’s treasury, and are afraid for the preacher to mention the responsibility of Christians
toward material things. You are not on the
Lord’s side if you have never surrendered your
life to Him, if you have never obeyed the Gospel though you are a “pretty good fellow,” you
belong to Satan from the crown of your head
to the sole of your foot. As members of the
church you are not on the Lord’s side if you
are merely playing at religion. Who is on the
Lord’s side?
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Debbie Dawson
Nelda King
Heather Stark
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Jim Rodgers (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Paula (Bill & Pam Busch’s neighbor)

Please Remember
November 8
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
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Why?

A little boy sat in the Bible School
class one Lord’s Day morning. He listened as his teacher talked about the
importance of the church (the kingdom
of God). She said “It must come first.”
The lad was very much impressed, his
teacher seemed so sincere.
That night the little boy came back
to the evening service. He looked and
looked for his teacher, she was not
there. He could not understand why,
because she had taught him—“the kingdom of God must come first.” This little
boy later found out that she was home
watching television.
The lad never came back to Bible
School classes. The teacher often wondered why. Do you?
Author Unknown
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Am I Ashamed?
Roelf L. Ruffner

“And the seventy returned again with joy,
saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto
us through thy name” (Luke 10:17).
We can only imagine these seventy happy,
energized men as they returned from their first
solo adventure in evangelism. They had been
with the Master Teacher and had seen Him
preach/teach and perform miracles. He was
the embodiment of the Truth. Now they were
proclaiming the Truth, authenticated by miracles, to ancient Israel.
What about you and me? Are we zealous
for the Gospel or are we spiritual cowards? Do
we love the Gospel of Jesus Christ or are we
ashamed of it? Some brethren are ashamed of
the Gospel. “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).
Some preachers refuse to preach the Gospel
in its fullness or “the whole counsel of God”

(Acts 20:27—ASV). For example, if an invitation is offered at the conclusion of their sermonette, they fail to give God’s Plan of Salvation: (1) Hear the Word (Rom.10:17),
(2) Believe the Gospel (Mark 16:16), (3) Repent of sins (Acts 17:30), (4) Confess Jesus as
God’s Son (Rom. 10:9-10), (5) Be immersed
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), and
(6) Remain faithful to the Gospel (Rev. 2:10).
Many congregations use gimmicks to draw
people into their assemblies: “world’s largest
sundae,” pizza parties, “trunk or treat,” and inflatable slides for children in the parking lot.
“Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye
saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the
loaves, and were filled” (John 6:26).
Some brethren while engaging in personal evangelism dilute the Gospel’s power by
down-playing the necessity of repentance of
sins and baptism for the remission of sins. In

their rush to get someone wet they fail to teach
the critical doctrines of “one body” (Eph.4:4)
rather than many denominations, authorized
worship of God (John 4:24), and the Bible’s
teaching on Marriage-Divorce-Remarriage
(Mat. 19:9).
Many congregations no longer have Gospel
meetings. They see them as a relic of the past.
They prefer marriage workshops, “singles”
(divorced) seminars, and the denominational “Financial Peace University.” If they have a
Gospel meeting it is just a social affair with little emphasis on bringing those in bondage to
Satan (John 8:34) so they might gain freedom
(8:31-32).
Yet, are you and I who think of ourselves as sound, ashamed of the Lord and His
Truth? Brethren, we are ashamed if we do not

prayerfully and actively seek to teach our lost
neighbor, friend, relative, and co-worker. We
are ashamed when we fail to invite (repeatedly) the lost to our Bible studies and assemblies. We are also ashamed when we forsake
the assembling of ourselves on Sundays and
Wednesdays (Mat. 6:33; Heb. 10:24-25). (The
late brother Marshall Keeble said that the best
church advertising was a full church building
parking lot.) We are certainly ashamed of the
Gospel if we fail to live a faithful life while expecting the Lord to accept us on that great and
terrible Day. “For whosoever shall be ashamed
of me and of my words, of him shall the Son
of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his
own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy
angels” (Luke 9:26).
Columbia, TN

Is Baptism Essential?
Paul Vaughn

One of the most controversial subjects in
religion is the topic of Baptism. There are tremendous amount of people who have relegated baptism as nonessential. What does the
New Testament have to teach about baptism?
Is it essential or nonessential?
Jesus considered baptism essential. He commanded all to be baptized. It is written, “And
he said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned”
(Mark 16:15-16). If baptism is nonessential,
why did Jesus commanded it?
Peter considered baptism essential. In the
first Gospel sermon Peter said, “Repent, and

be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts
2:38). The “remission of sins,” the forgiveness
of sins depends on baptism. Peter also stated
that baptism saves. It is written:
The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet.
3:21).
There is nothing special about the water. It
is not to be confused with just a washing of
dirty skin or ceremonial cleansing of the flesh.
Baptism is a command for all to obey to receive

forgiveness of sins which God alone executes.
Paul considered baptism essential. He understood that the only way to be in Christ was
to be baptized, immersion in water. It is written, “For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27).
Baptism is a command from the Lord (Mark
16:15-16), therefore, baptism is an act of faith
and not a work of man. The one working in
baptism is God. Paul stated this by inspiration.

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also
ye are risen with him through the faith of
the operation of God, who hath raised
him from the dead (Col. 2:12).
With all the evidence from the Scriptures
about baptism, why would anyone say “baptism is nonessential.” They did not get it from
God. Anything that the Lord commands is
essential.
Centerville, TN

Just Suppose
B. B. James

That your child came in from school and
said that the teacher had given him some
homework to do and he did not want to do
it. Would you insist that it be done anyway?
That the child you use as an excuse for not
doing your Christian duties were to get sick,
or even die. Would not all of your excuses
seem rather flimsy?
That you spent as much time reading the
Bible as you do watching TV. How much
more would you know about the Bible?
That every member of the church resolved
to go a whole day without saying a bad thing
about another person. Would that not be
pleasant?
That every member of the church were to
attend worship on a given Sunday. Would that
not be great!
That the Lord should prosper you through
the week according to the amount you give on
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the Lord’s Day. Could you get by on it?
That someone should ask you a question
about the Bible. Could you give them an
answer?
That someone should ask you why we meet
for worship on the first day of every week.
Could you give them an answer?
That someone should ask why we do not
use a mechanical instrument in worship.
Could you tell them?
That someone should ask you why we practice immersion instead of sprinkling for baptism. Could you show them from the Bible?
That you were a Bible class teacher and had
prepared your lesson well, but when class time
came, hardly anyone came to your class. How
would you feel?
That everyone in the church treated visitors
and new members like you do. Would they
feel welcome and “at home” among us?
That every member of the church were just
like you. How strong would the church be?
That this would be your last day on earth.
How would you use it?
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Tina Foshee
Henry Hignite
Nelda King
Heather Stark
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Debbie Dawson (surgery scheduled for
November 24)
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Jim Rodgers (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Paula (Bill & Pam Busch’s neighbor)
Bette and Ed Podgurski (Bill & Peggy
Crowe’s daughter and son-in-law)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Lee Moses and his family in the death
of his wife, Kelley Jo, on November 4.
Please keep Lee and his family in your
prayers.
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Please Remember
November 15
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
November 16
Visitation Group 2 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

Pantry Item Needed
Canned Soup
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Several Exercises That Can Help Us in the
Christian Life (If We Make the Application)
Johnny Oxendine

Some of the more important things that
Paul had to say to the Philippian brethren can
be found in the fourth chapter. It is in this
chapter that Paul discusses the action one can
take to bring one’s self into the peace of God.
The prescription that Paul gives to the brethren is a combination of mental and physical exercises. First, they were to “rejoice in the
Lord alway” (Phi. 4:4). This is a mental exercise. The Christian has everything for which
to be thankful and nothing for which to be
ungrateful. This should lead to a perpetual
spirit of joy in the Christian’s life.
Next, Paul says, “Let your moderation be
known unto all men” (4:5). This is more of
a physical exercise. The Christian should not
be caught up in the extremes of the world.
Christians must exercise moderation in living
a life that includes interaction with society,

but does not participate in (tolerate) its sinfulness. Balance is a fundamental principle of
modern psychology and here it is clearly stated in God’s Word.
When the apostle Paul writes, “The Lord is
at hand” (4.5), this more likely refers to the ever-present awareness within the Christian that
God is always with us. It is a great comfort to
recognize that God is always by our side and is
not going to leave us as long as we do not leave
Him. With God, there is no problem or trouble or worry or fear that cannot be overcome,
for we know that all things are accomplishable
with Him (4:13).
“Be careful in nothing” (4:6). These are
words of support. The word careful should really be translated “anxious” as indicated in the
American Standard Version. Anxiety for the
things of this life can become a big problem

for the Christian. Jesus taught us to understand that God knows the things of which
we have need, and that he will supply those
things if we but seek Him and His kingdom
first (Mat. 6:25-34).
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report;
if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things (Phi. 4:8).
The exercise in this verse is mental. It is an
exercise for us to focus upon the spiritual. It is
the proactive exercise of the mind to think.
The exhortation is not to just let your mind
drift upon any and every old thing that comes
along, but to purposefully and deliberately
concentrate upon good things. When we fill
our minds with positive thoughts, there will
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be no more room for negative thoughts. Worry, anxiety, depression, and despair are all negative thoughts that seek, almost without invitation, to invade our daily consciousness.
“Those things, which ye have both learned,
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do”
(4:9). Here is a physical exercise. When we
have done everything that we need to do to
prepare ourselves for Christian service, we
must make the application. Let us read and
learn, but most certainly do what He, our
God and Creator, wants.
San Mateo, CA

I Do Not Understand
Danny Box

Some things I do not understand:
• I do not understand how men who were
once faithful Gospel preachers can preach
a perverted “gospel” based on fantasy instead of fact (2 Tim. 4:2; Gal. 1:6-9).
• I do not understand why congregations
put up with or fellowship preachers who
have left the faith (1 John 1:6-10; 2 John
9-11).
• I do not understand how anyone can
think that instrumental music in worship is authorized (or more beautiful)
than singing that comes from our hearts
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).

• I do not understand how anyone can
think that God’s Word changes just because his—or a family member’s—situation in life changes (Mat. 5:32; 19:3-9).
• I do not understand how anyone can believe that the Spirit works directly on the
heart of some unless he believes that God
is a respecter of persons (Pro. 24:23; John
7:24; Acts 10:34-35).
• I do not understand why faithful Gospel
preachers are ridiculed, abused, and even
fired for doing what God has told them
to do (1 Cor. 1:23; 2 Tim. 4:2).
• I do not understand how anyone can love

the things of this world and expect to be
loved by the Father (1 John 2:15-17).
• I do not understand how God could love
such a one as I and be willing to give up
His Son to die as a sacrifice for me (John
3:16; Rom. 5:8).
• I do not understand pain, suffering, and

death, but I do know that one day these
will be no more (Rev. 21:3).
I do not understand such things, but I
know that if I endue faithfully to the end,
God the Father will explain it all to me on
that Day (2 Tim. 4:7-8).
Deceased

The Silence of the Scriptures
Bill Jackson

Surely one of the most effective, and most
Scriptural, arguments the saints have made
down through the years is that of the authority of the silence of the Scriptures. In hundreds
of debates with proponents of every kind of
error, audiences were shown that when God
legislates in a certain area, making clear His
requirements, then man has no authority to
go beyond that, adding similar or like things
to what God has specified. We have correctly
used the gopher wood, the pitch, the dimensions of the ark in the case of Noah (Gen. 6),
and we have used the fruit of the vine and the
bread on the Lord’s table (Mat. 26:26-28) on
the same point.
Of late, men are stating that there can be no
argument based on “the silence of the Scriptures.” As one recently put it, “Man is free to
do any and every thing that God has not specifically forbidden.” One other man, in the
kingdom, said that “any matter falling within
the silence of the scriptures should be treated
as options, based on the rule of Romans 14.”
In correspondence with one in another state,
and when the matter of dancing in worship
was brought up, and our having no specific
condemnation in the New Testament of such,

his answer was that if the congregation’s elders
gave approval, and if they then could see some
benefit to be gained, it would be proper! Thus,
the end to which one will be taken if he feels
there can be no legitimate argument based on
the silence of the Scriptures!
We know the argument we now are supporting is a legitimate one, for we find it used
in the Word! In Hebrews 7, as the writer
speaks of the priesthood of Christ under the
New Testament, he states that there has been a
change of the law, thus necessitating a change
in the priesthood (7:12). He speaks of our
Lord coming from the tribe of Judah (7:14),
and in making then the point that the Lord
could not be a priest if the law of Moses were
still in effect, the writer states, “of which tribe
Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.”
Thus, the argument is made that Jesus could
not be a priest under the Old Testament law,
because the Scriptures said nothing about
one of Judah being a priest! Let us, as we continue to stress Biblical authority, and the right
handling of the Word (2 Tim. 2:15), also continually stress the silence of the Scriptures!
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Bill Crowe
Henry Hignite
Nelda King
Heather Stark
Rheba Stancliff
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Debbie Dawson (surgery scheduled for
November 24)
Janice Ruffner (Roelf Ruffner’s wife)
Jim Rodgers (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Paula (Bill & Pam Busch’s neighbor)
Bette and Ed Podgurski (Bill & Peggy
Crowe’s daughter and son-in-law)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
George Ness (Pam Busch’s
brother-in-law)

Please Remember
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November 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
November 29
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, afternoon service at 12:30
p.m.

Food Pantry
Canned Soup

Myrtle

An evergreen with fragrant leaves and
sweet-scented white flowers which were
used as perfume (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 90).
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What Price Church “Growth”?
Dub McClish

There has been much discussion among
brethren in recent years about “church growth”
and especially about why the church is not
growing as rapidly as it did fifty or sixty years
ago. Some point to the Jerusalem church in
the early years (Acts 2-6) and seek to recreate
the amazing reception granted the Gospel and
the church’s phenomenal numerical growth in
that brief span.
The Lord’s church enjoyed a marvelous
numerical growth in the first half of the 19th
century as the plea to restore New Testament
Christianity found an abundance of fertile soil
in what was still a burgeoning USA. Again,
the church led all religious groups in growth
for a few years in the middle part of the twentieth century. Presently, some other areas of
our world (e.g., India) more eagerly receive
the Gospel than do our fellow-citizens.
I believe an obvious principle explains both
rapid growth periods and periods of little or no

growth: When Jesus said that the fields were
white unto harvest (John 4:35), He manifestly referred specifically to “the lost sheep of the
house of Israel” among whom He preached
and worked (Mat. 15:24) and to whom He
sent His apostles (10:6). The fields are not
equally ripe for harvesting everywhere at all
times. At a given time some places are “in season” while others are “out of season” regarding
reception of the Gospel (2 Tim. 4:2).
The circumstances in Jerusalem that led to
such exceptional growth in a short time will
never be duplicated or repeated. (God had
providentially been preparing for that momentous day for centuries.) Extraordinary circumstances likewise yielded the great reception accorded message of the pioneer restorers
in our nation. Further, unique circumstances
prevailed in the middle part of the past century that no longer prevails.
Circumstances greatly govern and alter

practical results. We should not forget that,
even in the first century, while equally able
and inspired men in both Jerusalem and Athens preached the same Gospel, it hardly produced the same results in both cities. It is
therefore folly to use either Jerusalem’s or Athens’ growth as a growth-pattern for now or
any other age or place.
One does not find emphasis in the New
Testament on the numerical growth of the
church as an end. The emphasis is on preaching the Gospel to as many lost souls as possible and letting growth, whether it be little or
much (or even none), come as it will. This fact
is demonstrated both in the wording of the
Great Commission and in the record of its execution by the apostles.
Very unfortunately, numerical growth became the primary goal of some brethren a few
decades ago, and yet remains such to many.
To them, large numbers equal success for the
church. Many now equate the numerical size
of a congregation with God’s blessings or the
lack thereof. They fail to realize that, by that
logic, God would be blessing a multitude of
heretical religious groups more than He is
His own people. History reveals that, sooner
or later, when numerical growth is the end,

almost every means of achieving (and maintaining) it are employed.
We have witnessed a steadily increasing
emphasis among brethren on such artificial
devices for growth over the past few decades.
The building of “family life centers,” the use
of singing groups that are professional entertainers and that mimic mechanical instrument
sounds with their voices in rendering spiritual songs, the preaching of a no-fault, no-guilt
gospel, the attempt to address every “felt need”
of everybody in town, and a score of other come-ons for young and old are but obvious symptoms of the growth mania. Although
these phenomena may attract many people,
they appeal to physical rather than spiritual interests—with the cross and sound doctrine often far in the background. Gains thus
achieved cannot avoid the rotten harvest of
apostasy, which they have increasingly reaped.
Faithful disciples will be content with
planting and watering the seed of the kingdom
and leaving the growth to God (Luke 8:11-15;
1 Cor. 3:6), rather than trying to force numerical growth by worldly methodology.
Denton, TX

To Your Health
Brad Green

Many today are well educated about the
latest and most exciting news regarding health
and physical fitness. From reading and recognizing every ingredient that is in a particular
food package to knowing exactly how those
ingredients affect the body, our society is replete with health enthusiasts. Sadly, however,

the spiritual health of mankind is altogether
lacking. Christians must continually examine
the condition of their spiritual health and emphasize its importance over all else.
Spiritual health is determined by what
we eat. Jesus stated, “Blessed are they which
do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for

they shall be filled” (Mat. 5:6). Righteousness is perhaps the least sought after nutrient.
Most people double over the trough of worldliness and their appetites can never be satisfied. We must be more concerned with what
we eat spiritually. If we hunger and thirst after
righteousness, God has provided the perfect
“meal.” Paul wrote:
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just
shall live by faith (Rom. 1:16-17).
To be spiritually fit and know how to be
right and pleasing in God’s sight, we must
feast upon His Word.
Spiritual health is also determined by
how much we exercise. The physical fitness
and exercise industries are big revenue makers.
Almost every other television channel is an infomercial for the latest machine to make one
healthy and fit. It is likely that billions of dollars are spent on exercise and exercise equipment each year. Yet, man’s spiritual fitness is

Bellview Church of Christ
Web Site

The site offers a vast amount of resources
for your personal edification. Past issues of
Defender and Beacon, written sermon outlines presented by Michael Hatcher, as well
as Ira Y. Rice’s Basic Bible course are available. Videos of lectureships, sermons, and
Gospel meetings can be viewed. Why not
check it out at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com

left to erode. The Bible teaches “exercise thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise
profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto
all things, having promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come” (1 Tim. 4:78). We are also commanded to exercise our
senses that we may discern between good and
evil (Heb. 5:13-14). There is a famous quote
regarding muscle strength and tone, “Use it or
lose it.” The same can be said about one’s spiritual conditioning. If we do not continue to
study (2 Tim. 2:15) and grow in the knowledge of our Lord (2 Pet. 3:18), we will lose the
benefits, which accompany such exercise.
Last, spiritual health is determined by
the strength of our immune system. We are
warned, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet.
5:8). Christians must devote their energies to
building a strong immune system. “Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Eph.
6:11). If not vaccinated with God’s Word, man
can be “tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive” (4:14).
Let us commit the majority of our time
preparing for eternity by working to be and
remain spiritually fit. With a nutritious diet
of the Word of God, a healthy exercise and
training regimen of right living, and a strong
immunity to false doctrines and those who
spread them, we can be spiritually healthy and
ready to meet God.
Lenoir City, TN
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Bill Crowe
Henry Hignite
Nelda King
Heather Stark
Rheba Stancliff
Debbie Dawson
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Nelda King in the death of her nephew,
Blake Griffin. Please keep Nelda and
her family in your prayers.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Pam and Bill Busch in the death of
Pam’s brother-in-law, George Ness, on
November 16. Please keep them and
their family in your prayers.
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Please Remember
November 25
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
November 29
Fifth Sunday Dinner on the
Grounds, afternoon service at 12:30
p.m.

Food Pantry
Canned Soup
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Answering a Fool According to His Folly
Gary W. Summers

Where does religion belong? According to
one who wrote a letter to the editor (published
on September 26, 2013 in the Orlando Sentinel), religion belongs “in churches, mosques,
and synagogues,” by which he means that it
should be confined to buildings. Obviously, that approach is not working with Muslim terrorists, but it is unrealistic for anyone
else, either. The writer of that letter was Walter
Kelly—not to be confused with the cartoonist, Walter Kelly, Jr. (1913-1973), who entertained Americans for years with his Pogo comic strip.
There is nothing humorous about the Walter Kelly who lives in Casselberry, who is tired
of people blaming the decline of America on
the lack of emphasis in society on God. He
writes:
When I look at the religions of the world,
I see Christians, Muslims, Hindus and
Jews, who are all God-licensed to slaughter

the other and they do (A14).
One can only wonder what he is looking
at, but Christians are not licensed by God
in the New Testaments to slaughter anyone.
Even a cursory reading of it would make that
point clear, but then it is evident that reading
the Scriptures is not Kelly’s strong suit.
He then goes on to allege that putting
“gods” in schools would not benefit children
in any way; for that reason they need to be
kept within buildings. He adds that warring
religions are like “schoolchildren arguing over
whose imaginary friend is greater.” His grade
school conversations must have been interesting; did all the students have an imaginary
“friend”? That would be extraordinary, if true.
Kelly’s editorial closes with a brief comment
about keeping religion out of government,
also. It may be that the paper edited out his
reasons since it has no supporting elements to
it and serves as an odd conclusion.

It was tempting to respond to each one of
his main points by pointing out how false they
were and how much they contradicted reality,
but the newspaper would probably not be interested in publishing the facts on these matters. So, the approach taken was to follow Solomon’s advice: “Answer a fool according to
his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes” (Pro.
26:5). Thus, the following rebuttal was sent to
the Orlando Sentinel the next day after Kelly’s
letter was published. The newspaper sent confirmation that they had received it the same
day, but to date they have not published it,
which is strange. Why did they print his letter
if they did not expect responses? At any rate,
the approach is to expose absurdity by being
absurd.
Walter Kelly of Casselberry is right. The
fact that respect for God in America is at
an all-time low has nothing to do with society’s increasing problems. It’s only religious people who slaughter others in the

name of God. At least Hitler was trying
to create a super-race, and Stalin did his
purges in the name of godless Communism, which is a much better rationale.
Yes, keep gods out of the schools. Any fool
can see how much better they are these
days since prayer and Bible study were removed fifty years ago. They’ve been replaced by metal detectors and security police, which is far more practical.
Why would, “Love your neighbor,” or the
Golden Rule help anyone? It’s far better
to keep religion bottled up in a building
where nobody can see the light or be affected by the salt. Religion certainly has
no place in government; give me a ruthless dictator any day of the week, who has
no scruples and disregards the fallacy of
the importance of human life. Let’s create
a country that ranks with third-world nations—one we can be proud of.
Winter Park, FL

“That’s Not a Very Good Reason”
Tim Smith

We are to be able to give a reason (explanation, cause, motivation, authority) for all that
we do:
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear
(1 Pet. 3:15).
A “reason” must in itself be “reasonable”—
that is, it must actually speak to the issue for
which it is invoked. Paul dealt with the issue
on this wise: “Prove all things; hold fast that

which is good. Abstain from all appearance of
evil” (1 The. 5:21-22). Notice also the use of
inclusive terms in both references—“an answer
to every man” and “all things…all appearance
of evil.” In every situation we face in life we are
to first put the issue to the test of “good” and
“evil” and then proceed with “good” while “abstaining from all appearance of evil” and while
being able to give to “every man” a logical explanation of what we are doing and why we
are doing it. Sounds complicated, does it not?
Well, it can be complicated, but since heaven

and hell are the prizes/penalties, whatever it
takes is certainly worthwhile.
How are you at giving a reason? When your
friends ask you why you do what you do, with
specific reference herein to religious matters,
are you able to give them a “reason”? We all
need to be able to give the reason—and indeed
we all must give the reason, if we are pleasing
to God.
Sometimes when one is questioned concerning a religious matter he will say something like this: “Well, my preacher said…”
Please note: your preacher is not an acceptable
authority to which one might appeal to justify
a practice. He is just a man—like every other
man, he is susceptible to error. He may know
a lot of things, but he does not know everything. He may be one of the best people you
have ever known so far as religious discipline is
concerned, but he is not perfect.
When seeking authority, go as high up the
chain as you can go to ensure yourself of a viable position. Where would that be? The Bible,
of course.
It is inspired of God:
All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works
(2 Tim. 3:16-17).
You can appeal to no higher authority than
the Bible when seeking authority for what you
do in this world. Therefore, when seeking the
doctrine that is right or the practice that is right
put it to the “good” and “evil” test by checking
it in the light of Scripture. What does the Bible
say about the matter? When you discover that,

you then will know what God says about the
matter, for (as the passage just cited indicates)
He wrote the Bible.
So in the future when you consider an issue
what should you do? You should (1) clearly define for yourself the terms used in the inquiry
at hand; (2) seek out the totality of Bible teaching on the matter; (3) determine what the Bible allows, requires, and forbids in full with respect to the issue you are considering; (4) then
be sure to harmonize your behavior with Bible
teaching. If you are asked a question about a
matter of which you have not made a proper
inquiry in advance, indicate to the questioner
that you are unprepared to answer that fully at
the present time and that you will go and prepare yourself and then return with the answer.
Having so indicated, go and prepare yourself.
Study the issue, understand the question, gather the biblical evidence, think it through fully, then formulate your answer and return and
give it to the questioner. Appeal to the authority of the Bible at every step along the way. May
God bless you as you study and obey His Word.
Deaceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Henry Hignite
Nelda King
Debbie Dawson
Heather Stark
Rheba Stancliff
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)
Faye Rhoudes (Ashley Brower’s aunt’s
mother)
Dan Schleppi (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
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The Practice of Fasting

People fasted as a sign of genuine repentance. During the time of fasting they
did not eat or drink. Fasting and prayer
often went together. During a fast, some
people would tear their clothes, dress in
coarse sackcloth, throw dust and ashes on their heads, and leave their hair
uncombed and their bodies unwashed.
But the Old Testament prophets and,
later, Jesus made it plain that these outward signs of fasting were not enough.
A real change of heart was what mattered most (Nelson’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 154).

BEACON
Vol. XLIV / No. 49
December 7, 2015
A Publication of Bellview Church of Christ

4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595
Internet Website: http://www.bellviewcoc.com
E-mail: bellviewcoc@gmail.com
Bishops: Paul Brantley, Michael Hatcher
Minister: Michael Hatcher
Sunday Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Deacons: Henry Born, Elward Brantley,
Sunday Worship Services — 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Bill Busch
Wednesday Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

’Tis the Season
Brad Green

During the month of December, every
year, the United States celebrates a national holiday. It is, traditionally, a time of shopping, decorations, singing, lights, and parties.
This time of year is a little bit different from
other seasons. Perhaps it is the fact that cold
air begins to drill in and there is a possibility
that rain will turn to snow. In some areas of
the country, the ground is already a powdery
white and in others, ice has formed a glaze
upon the landscape. Generally, it is also the
case that people are more apt to be kind and
generous during this time of year. It is a season known for joy, as the Christmas carol proclaims. However, the time for joy is not based
upon what time of year it is, a particular climate, nor any holiday season. The time for joy
and happiness is the present, no matter what
time of year it may be. What better source for
true joy and happiness than He who is able
to save our soul? “For he saith, I have heard

thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). It has been well-stated, “There’s no time like the present.” However, each year, many wait eleven months before
being kind, generous, considerate, and “jolly.”
In like manner, many will wait, until it is too
late, to submit themselves to the commands of
God. “The day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be burned up”
(2 Pet. 3:10). We should take advantage of the
fact that God has given us this day rather than
taking it for granted.
Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and
get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall

be on the morrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a
little time, and then vanisheth away (Jam.
4:13-14).
Our society has become accustomed to
thinking about Christ only during the time of
a holiday season instituted by man (i.e. December 25th). We should, however, render our
lives a sacrifice to God everyday (Rom. 12:12) and not merely give the appearance of devotion to Christ during a particular season.
Consider how sad and hopeless our lives as
Christians would be if our dear Lord chose
to watch over His children only during one
season of the year! Yet, many in society, some
who even claim to be Christians, choose to focus on the Christ only during the holiday season, a “convenient season” for the world to offer what they consider to be “praise” to our
Savior, and then forget Him during less “convenient” times throughout the rest of the year
until the holidays roll around once more. Remember the response Felix gave to Paul, “Go
thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25).
The problem with procrastination is the fact
that there may not be a tomorrow (Jam. 4:1,
3-14). The problem with designating a certain
season of the year as the time to celebrate the
birth of Christ is the fact that it is not authorized by God. God specified that Sunday, the
first day of each week, is the time to worship
Him (Acts 20:7) and the Christian is to live
faithfully every day. We cannot be like Felix
and wait for a more “convenient season” to be
obedient and joyful. Godly obedience should
be part of a faithful Christian’s year-round lifestyle, a lifestyle which will naturally result in

joy felt throughout the entire year. “But godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim.
6:6). The present truly is the “day of salvation,” because it is the only time that we know
for sure exists.
Now is the time:
• To “come unto the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4) by hearing the Word
of God (Rom. 10:17).
• To “believe that he [God] is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (Heb. 11:6).
• “to repent: Because he [God] hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge
the world in righteousness by that man
[Jesus Christ] whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead” (Acts 17:30-31).
• To confess that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God (Mat. 10:32-33; Rom.
10:9-10).
• To be baptized to have your past sins
forgiven (Acts 2:38), to be added by God
to His Church (2:47), and to be saved
(1 Pet. 3:21).
• To be faithful (1 Cor. 4:2; Heb. 5:8-9).
’Tis the season to obey God’s plan of salvation and begin your life as a Christian, a child
of God, a member of the Church for which
Christ died. ’Tis the season to remain faithful
to God until death (1 John 1:6-9; Rev. 2:10).
’Tis the season, not because it is December,
nor because of the celebrations and festivities
occurring this time of year. ’Tis the season, because tomorrow may be too late.
Lenoir City, TN

Works Included and Works Excluded
Guy N. Woods

For centuries James 2:14-26, has been the
occasion of much controversy; and, it was
this passage which prompted Martin Luther
to regard the Epistle of James with considerable contempt and to describe it as “a right
strawy one.” Others, who entertain no doubts
regarding the inspiration of the book and passage, have nevertheless engaged in much useless and vain speculation thereon in an effort
to harmonize an alleged conflict of teaching
between James and Paul! There are those who
believe that Paul, in Romans 4:1-6, teaches
that justification is by faith without works of
any kind; and, inasmuch as James, in this passage (2:14-26), quite obviously affirms that
there is no justification apart from works, it
poses quite a problem for the advocates or the
doctrine of salvation by faith only. Moreover,
Paul, in Ephesians 2:8-9, wrote:
for by grace have ye been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not of works, that no man
should glory.
Yet, James asserted:
Was not Abraham our father justified
by works, in that he offered up Isaac his
son upon the altar? Thou seest that faith
wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect (Jam. 2:21-22).
It should be apparent to the most casual
reader that Paul and James are discussing two
different kinds or works in these passages. Paul
refers to works which are excluded from God’s
plan to save; James discusses works which are
included in it. Each writer gives the characteristics of the works under consideration.

Those excluded, discussed by Paul, are works
in which one might glory (exult in, boast of );
the works included (mentioned by James) are
those which perfect faith. Of the first category, works of which a man might boast and in
which he might glory, are human, meritorious
works, works of human achievement, works
the design of which is to earn salvation. Were
it possible for man to devise a plan by which
he could save himself, he could dispense with
grace, accomplish his own deliverance from
sin, and glory in God’s presence. Such of
course, is utterly impossible. All such works
are excluded.
The works included, and discussed by
James, are the commandments of the Lord,
obedience to which is absolutely essential to
salvation (1 John 2:4; 2 The. 1:7-9.) Humble submission to the will of God as expressed
in His commandments, far from involving
works of the type excluded, demonstrate complete reliance upon God, and not upon one’s
self. Only those who seek to exclude all work,
even the commandments of the Lord, such
as baptism in water for the remission of sins
(Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38), have any difficulty in harmonizing Paul and James! Paul taught
the necessity of obedience to the commands
of Christ as plainly, positively, and emphatically as did James (Rom. 6:3-4).
Deceased
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Debbie Dawson
Rheba Stancliff
Heather Stark
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Henry Hignite (Sacred Heart Hospital)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)
Faye Rhoudes (Ashley Brower’s aunt’s
mother)
Dan Schleppi (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)

Please Remember
December 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held prior
to the afternoon service, in room 1.
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Nabataeans

After the time of Alexander the Great,
an Arab tribe, the Nabataeans, made
their home in Edomite and Midianite
territory, building up a strong kingdom
by controlling the trade which brought
incense from southern Arabia to Damascus, and across to Gaza. For a few
years they ruled Damascus, but were
conquered by Trajan of Rome in ad
106. Their chief city was Petra (Nelson’s
Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Bible 79).
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Jeroboam Lives On
Jerry C. Brewer

When Jeroboam erected his altar at Bethel,
it served a short-term purpose, which was to
make worship convenient for the ten northern tribes, with a long-term purpose of consolidating and perpetuating his own kingdom (1 Kin. 12:26-29). The innovations he
introduced in worship were of no concern to
him. It mattered not that they violated God’s
law given through Moses. The only thing that
mattered to Jeroboam was his desire for power and to please his people in order to achieve
that end.
In the 3,000 years since Jeroboam’s arrogant repudiation of God-ordained worship,
men have not changed. Jeroboam’s spirit lives
on among men today. Even among the people of God there are those today who would
change and desecrate the simple worship of
the New Testament church in the name of
“renewal.” Like children in the market place,
change agents pipe the tunes of “contemporary

worship” while spiritual dunces dance themselves silly. Saying, “Worship is a celebration,”
modern Jeroboams perpetuate themselves in
power by entertaining the masses, which fills
their pews with Biblical illiterates. Their ovine
followers get what they want and the modern
Jeroboams maintain their power and influence over them.
Worship Is Not Celebration
Jesus Christ defined true worship in His
conversation with the Samaritan woman at
Sychar. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:24). Jesus’ definition of true worship
is really no different from that which God expected in the Old Testament. Even then, true
worship had to be “in spirit”—from a sincere heart (1 Sam. 15:22), and “in truth,”
or as God’s Word directed and directs (John
17:17). Whatever is not authorized as worship
in the Word of God is not acceptable to Him

(Col. 3:17). On the other hand, the form of
worship may be authorized, but is rejected if
it is not “in spirit.”
Like Jeroboam, who made two golden
calves for his people to worship and told them,
“It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem:
behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee
up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kin. 12:28),
his heirs today could not have introduced
their innovations without redefining what
New Testament worship is. Today’s Jeroboams
call it “a celebration” to institute practices foreign to God’s Word. What the denominational world calls worship today is nothing more
than show business in Sunday clothes. True
worship is a solemn rendering of homage to
the Eternal God who made and sustains us,
not a noisy, raucous, hand-clapping, laughing, shouting, experiential, holly-roller event
that panders to the participants’ base instincts.
Lester Kamp wrote:
Brethren, the world is lost in sin and is
steeped in the love of pleasure. The world
cannot be saved by entertainment, by
“playing” them in. The world must be
taught the Gospel (Romans 1:16). God
has chosen the “foolishness of preaching”
as the means by which the world can be
saved (1 Corinthians 1:21); He has not
chosen “plays” and other forms of entertainment to convert the world. Entertainment is not going to keep the church
saved either. What is needed in the church
is “all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).…
We need stop “playing” and return to
“preaching” (emphasis added, 3).
Strong says proskuneo, the word which is

translated worship, means, “to kiss, like a dog
licking his master’s hand; to fawn or crouch;
to prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence
to, adore); worship” (61). This word is rendered as “worship” 35 times in the New Testament, and in every instance the concept is
reverence toward God, characterized by solemnity and emptying of oneself, as Moses
did at the burning bush in Midian. Worship is
not synonymous with celebration or entertainment, but it is a time for prostration of sincere
hearts before God with thanksgiving for His
great love. Celebration (and variants thereof )
is found only three times in all the Bible (Lev.
23:32, 41; Isa. 38:18) and refers to God-ordained worship in none of these.
Our town—and the world for that matter—is filled with the abomination of “entertainment” in place of true worship, and
in their festering, “fermented ignorance” parents, elders, preachers, and “youth ministers”
think they have discovered something new in
concerts and drama. But all they have done is
imbibe the spirit of Jeroboam to consolidate
their positions and tickle itching ears. If folks
are “fiddled into the church” we have to keep
on “fiddling” or they will “fiddle out.” True
worship is not entertainment, and entertainment is not true worship.
Works Cited
Kamp, Lester. “And They…Rose Up to Play (Exodus 32:6).” Matters of THE Faith. (4:3). 1998.
1-3.
Strong, James. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of
the Bible, Greek Dictionary of the New Testament. N.p.: n.p., n.d.
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Reflections of the Power of the Word
Jess Whitlock

One sister related this interesting episode
about the late brother J. W. Chism. Many
years ago, Henry Stetson, related to the Texas
hat maker of that name, came into Oklahoma preaching for the Baptists, enjoying great
crowds where ever he preached. Some of our

Sermons We Can See

I’d rather see a sermon than to hear
one any day.
I’d rather one would walk with me
than merely show the way.
The eye’s the better pupil, more willing than the ear.
Fine counsel is confusing but example is always clear.
The best of all the preachers are the
men who live their creed.
For to see the good in action is what
everybody needs.
If you let me watch you do it, I can
see just how it’s done.
I can see your hands in action, but
your tongue may run too fast.
And the sermons you deliver may be
very wise and true.
But I’d rather get my lesson from observing what you do.
For I may misunderstand you and
the high advice you give.
But there is no misunderstanding
how you act and how you live (read
Mat. 5:14-16).
Author Unknown

brethren in Ardmore approached Mr. Stetson
about having a public discussion. They proposed that he meet with brother J. W. Chism.
Mr. Stetson agreed to discuss the Bible plan of
salvation in debate.
The first debate lasted almost a week, and
centered on passages like Mark 16:15-16, Acts
2:38, 22:16, Galatians 3:26-27, 1 Peter 3:21,
etc. As the debate drew to a close, Mr. Stetson challenged brother Chism to meet for another debate in another community. Brother
Chism picked up the gauntlet. On the third
or fourth day of that second debate, brother
Chism had just finished his second affirmative
argument. Mr. Stetson walked slowly to the
podium. Everybody assumed he would enter his negative speech. However, Mr. Stetson
turned and spoke directly to brother Chism.
He said that if brother Chism would take his
good confession that he was ready to go into
the water, and be baptized for the remission of
sins (Acts 2:38).
Obviously, the debate closed with that act
of obedience (Rom. 6:1-4, 16-18). Brother
Stetson then held a meeting in that very community that resulted with somewhere between
40 and 50 people being baptized into Christ,
and added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:41-47).
Brother Stetson continued as a faithful Gospel preacher for years to follow. Let us never
underestimate the power of God’s Word. Remember, when a man who is honestly mistaken hears the truth, he will either quit being mistaken, or he will quit being honest.
Denison, TX
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Debbie Dawson
Rheba Stancliff
Paul Brantley
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Henry Hignite (The Haven)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)
Faye Rhoudes (Ashley Brower’s aunt’s
mother)
Dan Schleppi (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

December 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service, in
room 1.
December 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
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The Sin of Silence
David P. Brown

.

.

.

.
.

.

When Jesus was before Annas he was “of
his disciples, and of his teaching” (John 18:1921). Our Lord chose this occasion to rebuke
Annas for his hypocrisy. Having done so, one
of the officers “struck Jesus with his hand”
(18:22). Jesus immediately challenged the officer with, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness
of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?”
(18:23). After this scene Annas sent Jesus to
Caiaphas.
Guy N. Woods, in his commentary on the
John, points out that some people have felt
that our Lord’s conduct before Annas was out
of harmony with His teaching of “turning the
other cheek” (Mat. 5:39). In harmonizing the
events of John 18:19-24 with the teaching of
Christ in Matthew 5:38-39, brother Woods
gives the following quotation from Martin
Luther, “Christ forbids self defense with the
hand, not with the tongue!”
One of the most cowardly and heinous sins

that can be committed is the sin of remaining silent in the presence of sin! Most people,
however, speak out when they should be silent and remain silent when they should speak
out. To be faithful to God the aforementioned
conduct must be remedied.
Most of the time when the need to defend
the godly actions and teaching of one’s self or
others arises, it takes no little courage to stand
up and speak out. Great is the example of the
prophets of God in their fearless denunciation
of the sins of God’s people. The prophet Micah declared:
But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, And of judgment, and of
might, To declare unto Jacob his transgression, And to Israel his sin (Mic. 3:8).
Isaiah, Micah’s contemporary, displayed
the same spirit as Micah when he said: “Cry
aloud, spare not, Lift up thy voice like a trumpet, And shew my people their transgression,

And the house of Jacob their sins” (Isa. 58:1).
Suffer they did for the courage of their convictions, but such godly characters the Holy
Spirit has selected and recorded for our learning that we might go and do likewise (Heb.
11:32-12:4).

Searching for
God’s Position
Franklin Camp

We cannot study the Bible honestly when we have a sectarian spirit. Truth
alone is the goal of the honest student.
He is not concerned with “our position.”
My, your, and our positions might be unadulterated error. The Catholics must
read the Bible, if they read it, through the
Pope’s eyes. The denominational world
must read the Bible through the colored glasses of human creeds. This leads
men to study the Bible to try to find in it
something to uphold their creed or position. When studied in this manner, it is
not an honest study. Instead of searching for “our position,” let us study to
find God’s position. The best attitude in
which to study the Bible is to have a total
disregard to what the truth shall be when
I find it. The truth will satisfy God and
it ought to satisfy me. It will take the
truth to please God and it ought to take
the truth to please me.
(Old Truth in New Robes II:7)
Deceased

Would you be a preacher of righteousness?
Then you must walk ever so closely with the
faithful prophets of old (Rom. 15:4)! As James
wrote: “Take, my brethren, the prophets, who
have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an
example of suffering affliction, and of patience” (Jam. 5:10).
Come now to the New Testament and take
note of whom God selected to go before His
Son that the people might be prepared for
the Messiah. “John had his raiment of camel’s
hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and
his meat was locusts and wild honey” (Mat.
3:4). In the spirit of the prophet Elijah, John
the Baptist did not fear to call the Pharisees
and Sadducees what they were—a “generation
of vipers” damned to a devil’s hell except they
repent (3:1-12; 11:14).
Of course, the king did not escape the
preaching of John. He declared to Herod what
few preachers in our adulterous society would
dare to whisper in secret, specifically: “It is not
lawful for thee to have her” (14:4). Yes, John
lost his head over the fact that Herod was living in adultery with his brother, Philip’s wife.
But better our heads placed on a charger because we preached the truth than our heads
remaining on our shoulders and the truth not
taught.
Would you be a faithful preacher of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ? If so, walk closely to
John the Baptist!
Under similar circumstances as when Jesus
was on trial, the apostle Paul was brought before the Jewish council. Paul followed the example of our Lord. Peerless, indeed, among
the servants of the Christ is this apostle to the
Gentiles.

In Rome before Caesar, Paul made his first
defense without any child of God standing
with him (2 Tim. 4:16). In his own words we
see the source of his strength: “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me” (4:17). Such had
been Paul’s strength and stay from the very
beginning of his service to Christ (Phi. 1:17;
4:13). Hence, Paul could write: “I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). If you would
faithfully proclaim Christ on earth, closely
follow Paul’s example in the here and now that
you might be eternally with him in the there
and then.
To be faithful we must not be silent on any

Bible subject (Acts 20:27). We must have Bible authority behind everything we believe
and practice (Col. 3:17). No person or group
of persons, whether they are from families,
churches or colleges, have a right to teach false
doctrine and go unexposed. It could very well
mean that those who do expose false teachers in any or all of the aforementioned institutions may suffer persecution of one sort or
another but such goes along with the territory
(2 Tim. 3:12)! Really could one ask for better
company in being persecuted for teaching the
truth than the Christ, the prophets, John the
Baptist, and the apostles?
Spring, TX

“Ye Have Heard It Said…”

1. One church is as good as another. We are
on different roads headed to the same place.
Please read Matthew 7:13-14, 21.
2. Creed books make the Bible plain. They
say the same thing as the Bible. They give
us our identity. Please read 2 Timothy
3:16-17; Revelation 22:18-19.
3. Salvation is by “faith only.” Please read
James 2:20-24.
4. Once saved always saved; those saved cannot fall from grace. Please read Galatians
5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 9:27; Matthew
25:14-30.
5. One saved without baptism; baptism is
non-essential to salvation. Please read
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21; Acts
10:48.
6. Any mode of baptism is alright: sprinkling,
pouring, or immersion. Please read Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12; Acts 8:38;
Ephesians 4:5.

7. You do not have to take the Lord’s Supper
every Sunday: quarterly, semi-annually, annually, never. Please read Acts 2:42; 20:7;
1 Corinthians 11:23-28.
8. Singing is not that important: a solo, choir,
mechanical instruments are okay. Please
read Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15;
Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12.
Let us all believe what the Bible says.
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Debbie Dawson
Rheba Stancliff
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Henry Hignite (The Haven)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)
Faye Rhoudes (Ashley Brower’s aunt’s
mother)
Dan Schleppi (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Bret Simoneaux (Rheba Stancliff’s
son-in-law)

Please Remember

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BEACON

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798

December 23
Sermons Video Series at 7:00 p.m.,
in the auditorium.
December 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear...............................Romans 10:17
Believe................................Mark 16:16
Repent............................. Luke 13:3, 5
Confess...................... Romans 10:9-10
Baptism..................................Acts 2:38
Be Faithful............1 Corinthians 15:58
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A Moon Pie in the Face
Roelf L. Ruffner

And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you:
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not (2 Pet. 2:3).
From 1840 to 1844 a New York farmer named William Miller made a name for
himself by predicting Jesus Christ would return somewhere between March 21, 1843
and March 21, 1844. He toured the country preaching his complicated false doctrine
based ostensibly on Bible chronology. Hundreds of thousands of humble, religious folk
accepted his views. March 21, 1844 came and
went without incident and Miller announced
a new prediction of April 18, 1844 based on
supposed new calculations using a Jewish calendar. When that day also passed uneventfully he set another date of October 22, 1844.
Many of his followers sold their farms, houses, and belongings, and gathered in groups

wearing white robes and waited through the
night of October 22, and nothing happened!
All were disappointed, and, supposedly, Miller
was as well.
For 2,000 years, men have tried to set
dates for the Lord’s Second Coming. They
have always been wrong! Among modern false
prophets are adherents to the false doctrine of
premillennialism. This system of infidelity to
God’s Word has Jesus returning to this earth
to set up a physical kingdom which He will
reign over for one thousand years. Just prior
to His coming many of these deluded folk believe that there will be a period of great tribulation on this earth. Most do not set a specific
date for the Lord’s return; but, virtually every
war, recession, famine, earthquake, and natural phenomenon is interpreted, misusing the
Bible, as a fulfillment of their doctrine.
A case in point was the religious hysteria over the lunar eclipse or “blood moon” of

September 27 (evening)–28 (early morning),
2015. This was one of four consecutive lunar
eclipses beginning in April 2014 which coincided with certain Jewish feast days. Premillennialist/Pentecostal false prophets such as
Jonathan Kahn, John Hagee, David Jeremiah,
and Jim Bakker blasted out many dire warnings that terrible things were to happen on
that day. Some wrote best-seller books and
sold DVDs claiming the Christ’s return would
soon follow, falsely based on verses such as
Acts 2:20 and Revelation 6:12.
We all know what happened. Nothing happened! The stock market did not collapse nor
did World War III begin. These false prophets are now mum and their followers are making excuses. Unbelievers are laughing and feel
their skepticism of the Bible and all which erroneously passes for Christianity justified.
The New Testament teaches that there will
be no warning of Jesus’ return. He will appear
as a “thief in the night”—unexpectedly.
But of the times and the seasons, brethren,
ye have no need that I write unto you. For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape (1 The. 5:1-3).

No “blood moon” warning and no one
heralding His arrival beforehand. He will not
establish a physical kingdom because He already rules over a spiritual one—the church
of Christ (Mat. 16:18-19; John 3:3-5; Rom.
14:17; Luke 17:21).
These false prophets should have the proverbial pie on their face. They should be
shamed and denounced as anti-Biblical. Yet,
sadly, many of the devoted will blindly continue to follow them into the ditch (Mat. 15:14).
We should not be among that number.
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall
we know the word which the Lord hath
not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in
the name of the Lord, if the thing follow
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing
which the Lord hath not spoken, but the
prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him (Deu.
18:21-22).
Works Cited
“William Miller (preacher).” Wikipedia.com.
19 Nov. 2015. <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
William_Miller_(preacher)>.
“Blood moon prophecy.” Wikipedia.com. 19
Nov. 2015. <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Blood_Moon_Prophecy>.

Columbia, TN

There’s Water in the Plan
Charles Pogue

God told Noah Build an ark; here’s how long
how high.
He told him what to make it from, who and
what would go inside.

Then God would send a flood to save that
righteous man.
The first time that we hear about, there’s water
in the plan.

There was water in the plan, and there still is
today.
To reach the saving blood of Christ, immersion is the way.
There’s only one way man can reach Heaven’s
happy land.
He must believe and then obey. There’s water
in the plan.
Pharaoh took the Israelites and turned them
into slaves.
He made their lives most miserable from the
cradle to the grave.
God lead them through the old Red Sea on
perfectly dry land.
Then He let the waters go and drowned Pharaoh’s every man
There was water in the plan, and there still is
today.
To reach the saving blood of Christ immersion is the way.
There’s only one way man can reach Heaven’s
happy land.
He must believe and then obey. There’s water
in the plan.
John wore his coat of Camel’s hair, he prepared the Lord’s own way.
He baptized all who came to him, even Jesus
Christ one day.
The Lord fulfilled all righteousness for He was
a righteous man.
Another time when God showed us there’s
water in the plan.
There was water in the plan, and there still is
today.
To reach the saving blood of Christ, immersion is the way.

There’s only one way man can reach Heaven’s
happy land.
He must believe and then obey. There’s water
in the plan.
Peter rose on Pentecost the elven by his side.
He told them that it was the Christ they had
crucified.
They cried out then what shall we do, he told
them to a man.
Repent and be baptized, you see, there’s water
in the plan.
There was water in the plan, and there still is
today.
To reach the saving blood of Christ, immersion is the way.
There’s only one way man can reach Heaven’s
happy land.
He must believe and then obey. There’s water
in the plan.
Ananias came to Saul and restored the blind
man’s sight.
If he was to be forgiven, he would have to do
things right.
Why do you tarry be baptized, he told the
praying man.
He had his sins all washed away by water in
the plan.
There was water in the plan, and there still is
today.
To reach the saving blood of Christ, immersion is the way.
There’s only one way man can reach Heaven’s
happy land.
He must believe and then obey. There’s water
in the plan.
Stilwell, OK
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:
Marge Williams
Nancy Travis
Al Flesher
Anthony Polnitz
Tim Busch
Nelda King
Debbie Dawson
Rheba Stancliff
Ray Foshee
Dub McClish
Robbie Cravey (The Haven)
Henry Hignite (The Haven)
Marie Underwood (Karen Diamond’s
mother)
Doug Johnson (Joyce Johnson’s
brother-in-law)
Roy Webster (Cary Parks’
brother-in-law)
Faye Rhoudes (Ashley Brower’s aunt’s
mother)
Dan Schleppi (Joyce Johnson’s friend)
Regina Bonal (Terri Myrick’s daughter)
Bret Simoneaux (Rheba Stancliff’s
son-in-law)
Chaelyn Boren (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
great-granddaughter)
Ed Podgurski (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son-in-law)
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Please Remember
Every Sunday
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet after
the afternoon service, in the zone
room.
December 30
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
January 4
Visitation Group 1 will meet at 6:00
p.m., in the zone room.

