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One Way!
Michael Hatcher

We live in an age of pluralism and rela-
tivism. Pluralism deals with the idea that
there are many different ways and that each
of those ways are of equal value. One defined
it as, “The theory that there are more than
one or more than two kinds of ultimate real-
ity and/or truth; and that therefore more
than onereligion can be said to have the truth
(way to God, salvation, etcetera)—even if
their essential doctrines are mutually exclu-
sive” Relativism is the idea that right or
wrong is relative, that it differs for each
person or group. Thus, what is right to one
might be wrong to another and that both
positions are equally acceptable.

As one studies the Bible, he sees that it is
opposed to both pluralism and relativism.
The Scriptures teach that there is an objective
truth (right and wrong), and that truth is not
dependent upon what anyone might think

about it, what situation one might be in, or
what time-frame one mightlive in. The Bible
also presents that it is the only way, not
simply one of many ways.

God created man in His own image (Gen.
1-2). As such man is responsible to God. This
is evidenced in that man will stand before
God and our actions will be judged by Him
(Rom. 2:16; 14:12; 1 Pet. 1:17). The standard
of judgment will be the Word of God as
revealed by Christ Jesus (John 12:48-50). He
istherevealer of Truth (1:17; 8:31-32;18:37),
thus, He can state “I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me” (14:6). If we desire to be pleasing
to our Creator (God), we must follow the
Truth as revealed by Jesus. He is the way, not
a way. Muhammad, Confucius, the millions
of deities of the Hindus, the Buddha’s, the
Pope of the Apostate (Catholic) Church,



Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, the Arm-
strong’s (Herbert W. or Garner Ted), Ellen
White, nor anyone else can be followed and
be acceptable to God.

It is the Truth as found in the Bible that
is our way to the Father. The Truth sanctifies
us, as Jesus said, “Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth” (17:17). God’s grace
and Truth cannot be separated (even though
many try). “For the law was given by Moses,
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”
(1:17). God’s grace teaches us how we are to
live:

For the grace of God that bringeth salva-

tion hath appeared to all men, Teaching

us that, denying ungodliness and worldly

lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,

and godly, in this present world (Tit.

2:11-12).

It is the Gospel (Truth) which saves man.
Peter sates that we have purified our souls
in obeying the truth (1 Pet. 1:22). Paul
informs us that the Gospel saves: “For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every one

that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). James states,
Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and su-
perfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is
able to save your souls (Jam. 1:21).
However, when truth is mixed with error,
then there is no salvation. The ingredients
of rat poison are mainly good, but the small
portion of poison kills the rat. Many reli-
gions have some or even mostly truth, but
then it is laced with the doctrines of men
and ends up having no power to save.
Onlybyobeyingthe Truth and thenliving
according to Truth will we be able to stand
before God in judgment. Yet, world religions
think they can stand by following someone
other than Christ; Denominations think
they can stand when they mix error with
Truth; many think they can stand by simply
living what they consider to be a moral life.
We urge you to study the Bible with us and
acceptonly the Truth and nothing other than
Truth knowing that Truth will save us eter-
nally in heaven.
Pensacola, FL

“Endeavoring to Keep the Unity of the Spirit

and the Bond of Peace”
Tim Smith

The words selected for our title come
from the fourth chapter of the Epistle of Paul
to the Ephesians, verse three. What do they
mean? How do they apply to the congrega-
tion with whom you serve the Lord? Let us

take a few minutes to investigate that very
question.

First, the word “endeavoring” means
(basically) “to make haste to acquire speedily
the prescribed attribute” The phrase “to keep



the unity of” indicates a “togetherness” or
“sameness” of purpose. The “Spirit” is, of
course the Holy Spirit. The phrase “in the
bond of peace” means “to be held together
in peace” So much for definitions. What is
the application?

This passage enjoins upon each faithful
child of God the duty of exerting immediate
and long-term effort to bring about peace in
the Lord’s Church by standing for the “same-
ness” delivered by the Spirit to the Church
(that “sameness” that was delivered is the
New Testament). We should know in the
beginning that sometimes “unity” is not the
result of standing for the Truth, at least not
in the sense in which we usually think of
“unity”” If one is “for” the truth and another
is “against” the truth, the one standing “for”
it may well find conflict and strife as a result
of his/her stand. But know this: the only way
that true peace is either given by or required
from God is when that peace is founded
upon the truth. If strife grows out of our
efforts to do exactly what is required in
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exactly the right way, then that strife between
brethren is required to avoid strife between
God and His people.

God does not require of us “peace” at any
cost, or that we endeavor thereunto. He
requires that we seek peace maintaining the
“unity of the Spirit” What is the difference?
I have known many instances wherein
“peace” (as the world defines the word) could
be had if only the faithful would compro-
mise. The “peace” that would ensue would
be “between brethren,” but would it be the
“peace” of Paul’s context? No. For to establish
pace on terms that violate God’s Word is to
create strife and friction (indeed, division)
between God and His people.

The “peace,” therefore unto which we
strive and for which we endeavor is a peace
based upon and growing from faithful obe-
dience to the Word of God. Sometimes when
you advocate the Truth you may well be
accused of “stirring up trouble” in the
church. If one element wishes to do that
which violates His Word and you oppose
them someone might come to you and whis-
per something like this? “Just let them alone
in doing what is wrong, they will be lost
(should they die in unrepentant condition),
and if you go along with them you will be
lost (should you die in an unrepentant con-
dition). This kind of “peace” is no peace at
all!

Strive for peace, but do it properly. Do
only what He says, all of what He says, all of
the time. This may make for trouble today,
butit will make for peace in the after-a-while.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Carla Burleson
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Please Remember
January 10
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
January 17
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
January 17
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
January 31
Singing and a devotional service
at 1:00 pm.
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Children of Light
Brad Green

Christians are referred to as “children of
light” (1 The. 5:5). The apostle Paul presents
several reasons for this designation.

One reason Paul gives for identifying
Christians as children of light is because
Christians are of the day, not of the night.
Generally speaking, men do most of their
work during the day and sleep at night.
Christians must be workers. Jesus exhorts,
“Labour not for the meat which perisheth,
but for that meat which endureth unto ever-
lasting life” (John 6:27). Paul reminds, “Let
uslabour therefore to enter into that rest, lest
any man fall after the same example of unbe-
lief” (Heb. 4:11) as did those who died in the
wilderness (cf. Deu. 1:34-39). Also, consider
that the life of a Christian must be one that
is not afraid of the light. Most evil and
ungodly acts occur at night under the blan-

ket of darkness. Evil is exposed by the light.
Jesus says:
this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For every one that doeth
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to
the light, lest his deeds should be re-

proved (John 3:19-20).

When people attempt to do business
“behind closed doors,” it is likely because
they do not want their deeds to be exposed
by the light. “Sunshine laws” exist in our gov-
ernmentatalllevels (local, state, and federal)
to ensure that public policy and law is
debated “in the light” so citizens can observe
what is being done relative to their gover-
nance. Sadly, Washington, D.C., has shut the
doors more than a few times regarding leg-
islation—casting a cloud of doubt over the



process and the possible result. Christians
have been given a divine “sunshine law”
when it comes to what we practice and teach.
The apostle Peter records, “sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh you
areason of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). A child of light
must never be ashamed or afraid to defend
what he teaches and practices. Aslong as we
are walking in the light of God’s Word, there
is no need to hide from anything or anyone.
If anyone is unwilling or unable to defend a
position, but choosesto continue to hold said
position anyway, it should immediately
invoke a “red flag” Any position not worth
defending is a position not worth having.

Second, Christians are children of light
because they are watchful and sober-
minded. Being children of the day allows us
tobeawakeand ready for whatisahead. Jesus
urges, “Watch therefore: for ye know not
what hour your Lord doth come.... Blessed
is that servant, whom his lord when he
cometh shall find so doing” (Mat. 24:42, 46).
Paul equates being sober with being ready
for battle—“putting on the breastplate of
faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope
of salvation” (1 The. 5:8; Eph. 6:11-18). If we
are not sober, or clear-minded, we will be
unable to protect ourselves against the
enemy. Peter states, “Be sober, be vigilant;
becauseyouradversarythe devil,asaroaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).

Third, Christians are children of light
because they comfort and edify one another.

Children of light look out for each other,
whereas children of darkness look out only
for themselves. Like their Father, children of
light desire that all men “be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth”
(1 Tim. 2:4). Also, consider that if we do not
comfort and build each other up in the Most
Holy Faith (Jude 20), who will be there to
comfort and edify us when we are in need?
We should all seek to be children of light.
To do so, one must be a faithful follower of
Jesus—the light of the world (John 8:12).
One must continue to walk in the light
(1 John 1:7), being watchful and ready for
battle, and seeking good for one another. To
the faithful child of light is an appointment
with “salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 The. 5:9).
Lenoir City, TN
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A House or a Home?
Ken Chumbley

In the June 2008 issue of the Readers
Digest, in the section entitled “Off Base,
Humor In Uniform” is an item that, although
indeed humorous, has a serious side to it. It
tells the story of an Air Force family that was
transferred to a new base. Alocal TV station
was doing a human-interest story. The inter-
viewer asked the five-year-old daughter how
she felt about settling into a new home. Her
calm reply was, “Oh, we carry our home with
us—we just have to find a house to put it in”

Clearly that young lady knew something
that even a lot of adults do not know. She
knew there was a distinction between a
house and a home. A house is defined as “a
building that serves asliving quarters for one
or a few families” and a home is defined as
“one’s residence” also is given the additional
definition: “the social unit formed by a
family living together” (See Merriam Web-
ster’s Online Dictionary). A house always
refers to the structure in which people live
whether it is a fancy brick house or a mud
hut. Whereas home more specifically refers
to those who reside together and make up a
family. It is amazing that realtors sometimes
get it wrong when they advertise “homes for
sale” when they really mean “houses forsale”
The structure can be sold but the social unit
that composes the family cannot be sold for
monetary value. Sadly, there are those that
do sell the home—for other things especially
as a result of divorce when the family unit is
divided and often for reasons far different to
the one reason for divorce and remarriage

thatisapproved by God’s Word—fornication
(Mat. 19:9).

One passage of Scripture that clearly
draws the distinction between a house and
ahome is Luke 9:61 where we read concern-
ing one who was called to follow Jesus but
made excusewhenhesaid: “And anotheralso
said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first
go bid them farewell, which are at home at
my house.” He wanted first to go home to his
family that lived in his house.

We may not always be able to choose the
ideal house in which to live simply because
the costs of purchasing that house might be
prohibitive. Sadly, in recent years some have,
with the aid of lending institutions allowing
them mortgage loans that they could not
afford to repay, are finding themselves in a
situation whereby they might lose their
house. However, the home is what we make
itby the way that welive ourlives. Sometimes
we might have to change out houses but
should not have to change homes. We might
not always be able to upgrade the house to
make it more comfortable to live in. How-
ever, we can always work at upgrading our
home to make it more like the kind of home
the Lord would have us to maintain.

Whether we are parents or children we
can all do our part to make our home the
best that it can be. The best home is one that
is dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ and to
serving Him through His church.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Carla Burleson
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Nancy Loy in the death of her
sister-in-law, Brenda Loy, on
January 8. Please keep Nancy and
her family in your prayers.

Please Remember
January 17
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
January 17
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
January 31
Singing and a devotional service
at 1:00 pm.
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“Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother”
Guy N. Woods

The fifth of the commandments emanat-
ing from Sinai said: “Honor thy father and
thy mother, that thy days may be long in the
land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee”
(Exo. 20:12).

An analysis of the commandment

(1) Children arerequired to reverence and
respect their earthly parents and manifest
piety toward them. “But if any widow hath
childrenor grandchildren, let themlearn first
to show piety towards their own family, and
to requite their parents: for this is acceptable
in the sight of God” (1 Tim. 5:4). Piety is from
the Latin pietus, a word the ancient Romans
used to indicate the respect children owe to
their parents The father stands in somewhat
the samerelationship to his children that God
does to His, and impiety has come, therefore,
to be associated with disrespect either for
God our heavenly Father, or our earthly par-

ents: While it is wicked to disobey any com-
mandments or precept of Jehovah, disobedi-
enceintherelationship of children toafather,
whether God or our fleshly parents, is, in
addition, impious. (2) Children are required
to be obedient to their parents, and (3) to
requite them—i.e., care for them in their old
age, if necessary. This is, as Paul suggests, the
first commandment with promise (Eph. 6: 3),
the promise being that “it may be well with
thee,” and “that thy days may be long in the
land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee”
(Exo. 20:12).

Parents, in turn, are required to love their
children, train them in the fear of Jehovah,
care for them physically, mentally, morally,
and spiritually in their impressionable years,
and instruct them in all matters pertaining
to religion and morality.

A demonstration of the commandment



The word which came unto Jeremiah
from Jehovah in the days of Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,
Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and
speak unto them, and bring them into the
house of Jehovah, into one of the cham-
bers, and give them wine to drink. Then I
took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the
son of Habazziniah, and his brethren,
and all his sons, and the whole house of
the Rechabites; and I brought them into
the house of Jehovah, into the chamber of
the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the
man of God, which was by the chamber
of the princes, which was above the
chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum,
the keeper of the threshold. And I set be-
fore the sons of the house of the Rech-
abites bowls full of wine, and cups; and I
said unto them, Drink ye wine. But they
said, We will drink no wine; for Jon-
adab the son of Rechab, our father,
commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink
no wine, neither ye, nor your sons, for
ever:...And we have obeyed the voice of
Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in
all that he charged us, to drink no wine all
our days, we, our wives, our sons, or our
daughters;...The words of Jonadab the
son of Rechab, that he commanded his
sons, not to drink wine, are performed;
and unto this day they drink none, for
they obey their father’s commandment:

son of Rechab have performed the com-
mandment of their father which he com-
manded them, but this people hath not
hearkened unto me; therefore thus saith
Jehovah, the God of hosts, the God of Is-
rael: Behold, I will bring upon Judah and
upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all
the evil that I have pronounced against
them; because I have spoken unto them,
but they have not heard; and I have called
unto them, but they have not answered.
And Jeremiah said unto the house of the
Rechabites, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts,
the God of Israel: Because ye have
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab
your father, and kept all his precepts,
and done according unto all that he
commanded you; therefore thus saith
Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Jon-
adab the son of Rechab shall not want a
man to stand before me for ever (Jer.
35:1-19).
The promise of the commandment
historically confirmed
Geikie, in his Hours with the Bible, cites
the testimony of a traveler who, in 1862,
found a tribe of the Rechabites living and
flourishing near the Dead Sea, a living
demonstration of the accuracy of Jeremiah’s
prophecy and the truthfulness of God’s
promise to bless those who walkin obedience
to His commandments.

...Forasmuch as the sons of Jonadab the Deceased
Instilling Values

Helps for parents on instilling Christian first year of life and continue consistently

values in our children: through all their developing years (Eph.

 Begin regular spiritual training in their 6:4).



Demonstrate to them at all times that
God is the most important thing in your
life.

Let their earliest memories include daily
readings of Bible stories and frequent
discussions of the Word of God.

Give them their own Bible even before
they can read. Have them begin a life-
time habit of regular memorization and
review of important Bible verses.

Teach them to pray.

Have regular “family devotional” times as
a family and speak often to your children
of the joys of serving God.

Spend the necessary time to be the main
spiritual teacher of your children—more
so than the preacher or Bible class
teacher, et al. Remember, you have the
primary responsibility of teaching your
children the ways of the Lord.

Teach them that lying is one of the worst
things they could ever do.

Train them early in principles of mod-
esty.

Keep their speech pure by not allowing
yourself or them to ever use profanity.
Help keep their minds pure by monitor-
ing their reading and viewing materials
and their personal friendships closely in
their early years (1 Cor. 15:33).

Be responsible enough to bring up the
subject of sex and morality with your
children. They will either learn about it
from you or from the world.

Instill in your children a strong desire to
save themselves for the one who will
someday be their mate.

« Reinforce your moral teaching by setting
specific guidelines for dating.

o Train your children to date only those
who are morally upright and urge them
to plan on marrying a Christian.

o Teach them the virtue of work by giving
them regular jobs and responsibilities
around the home.

o Train them to never get too busy with
secular pursuits to do something for the
Lord’s cause.

« Encourage them often to plan the future
of their lives to include a career for Christ
(Bible class teacher, song leader,
preacher, deacon, elder, elder’s wife, dea-
con’s wife, etc.).

o Build a family life in such a way that
home is a happy place.

« Be the kind of child your heavenly Father
would have you to be. You will not only
be pleasing God but will be the kind of
parent who will be able to place within
the hearts of your children the principles
and values of Scripture.

If we want our children to grow into faith-

ful, active Christian, we must begin with

our examples, reinforcing them with our
teaching and encouragement, and then
continue, prayerfully, to bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord

(Eph. 6:4).

Author Unknown
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Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Carla Burleson

Karen Diamond
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Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Dot Dodd in the death of her
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Religious Sinners
C. D. Plum

There are many religious sinners in the
world today. These religious sinners greatly
outnumber the true children of God. Many
of these religious sinners are honest and sin-
cere in what they are doing, but honesty and
sincerity will not make wrong right.

There are two ways in which people may
be religious sinners. Worshiping the wrong
god willmake oneareligious sinnerand wor-
shiping the true God in the wrong way will
make one a religious sinner.

Worshiping the Wrong God

Idol gods are wrong gods. “Keep your-
selves from idols” is a command of the New
Testament (1 John 5:21). Idolatry was also
wrong in the Old Testament. Then God said:
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me”
(Exo. 20:3). Baal, of the Old Testament, and
Diana, of the New Testament, were both
wrong gods—idol gods. Those who wor-

shiped them were religious, but they were
religious sinners (1 Kin. 18:21-40; Acts
19:24-35). The people of Athens were also
religious sinners. Paul said of them: “Ye are
too superstitious” (17:22). That meant they
were too religious. They were religious sin-
ners for two reasons: first, they were wor-
shiping wrong gods; second, they worshiped
the unknown God, or the true God, in the
wrong way. They did it ignorantly (17:23).
Worshiping the True God
in the Wrong Way
Old Testament Examples
1. Cain worshiped the true God in the
wrong way. God told Cain and Abel to
offer him a lamb. Abel obeyed by ofter-
ing a lamb. Abel’s was a faith offering
(Heb. 11:4). Abel’s faith came by “hear-
ing the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).
Cain offered vegetables. Cain wor-



shiped. He was religious. But because
Cain did not offer a lamb as God called
for, God said to him: “Sin lieth at the
door” (Gen. 4:7). So, Cain became a
religious sinner by worshiping the true
God in the wrong way. Religious peo-
ple today should take warning. Mil-
lions are following Cain. Read and
ponder this Scripture: “Woe unto
them! for they have gone in the way of
Cain” (Jude 11). God calls for singing
in church worship today (Heb 2:12;
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). To offer God me-
chanical instrumental music in church
worship is like Cain’s offering of veg-
etables. God calls for a burial in bap-
tism (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12). To offer
God sprinkling and pouring is like
Cain offering vegetables.

2. Nadab and Abihu worshiped the true
God in the wrong way (Lev. 10:1-2). It
was fatal for them.

New Testament Examples

1. The eunuch had been to Jerusalem for

worship (Acts 8:27). He was worship-

ing the true God in the wrong way, and
was, therefore, a religious sinner. He
was worshiping according to the Old
Testament Scriptures. He did not
know that Christ had come, and that
we must abide by New Testament
teaching. When he found out his mis-
take, he believed, repented, confessed,
and was baptized. He rejoiced after
baptism, not before (8:26-39).

2. Ananias and Sapphira worshiped the
true God in the wrong way; and were
religious sinners. They lied about how
much they were able to give. This
proved fatal for them (5:1-11).

3. The Galatians had been Christians.
They were worshipers of the true God.
But they were religious sinners because
they wanted to turn to the law of Moses
and the teaching of David. Paul told
these Galatian Christians that they had
fallen from grace (Gal. 5:1-4).

God help all to see these truths and come
to that which is right.
Deceased

Bible Classes

It has been said by some of the moderns
that Bible school is for old women and small
children. God planned Bible study for the
adult, the man or woman in the prime of life.

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Hadyouthoughtoftheimportance of setting
the right kind of example? Now, more than
ever, the parent needs the guidance of the
Scriptures in “Bringing up the children in
the way they should go” so when they are
grown “they will not depart from it

The great commission was not given for
children, but for adults. God’s commands for
Christian work and worship is directed to



adults. When the elders are commanded to
feed the flock—that is their obligation to
teach, lead, and encourage adults.

Notice further that:

o More than 50% of the people in the
nation are adults.

« Psychologists prove that adults can
learn more easily than children.

o The destination of pupils in every
other department of the Bible school
is the adult department.

o Adults have the highest capacity and
the deepest need for righteousness.

o The greatest challenge to the Bible
school today is adult constituency.

o Most adults not enrolled in Bible
school are usually inactive in all other
areas of the work of the church.

 Adults not attending classes, seldom
do any serious Bible reading and/or
study.

 Our children will usually be like their
parents, more often finding and mag-
nifying their parents’ faults.

« When we get the parents in Bible class,
the children will attend also.

« No church will be what it should with-
out its members’ faithfulness.

Author Unknown

“One Thing Thou Lackest”
Jack Hardcastle

“One thing thou lackest” Such was the
verdict expressed by Jesus as Helooked upon
and within the rich young ruler. He had just
heard the young man’s statement of assur-
ance thathe had kept all the commandments
from his youth. He had seen the young man’s
zeal and humility as he came running and
kneeling before Jesus. But still there was one
thing lacking, and the thing lacking pre-
vented all his good traits from showing
themselves in good works and deeds of
mercy;and when the test came, the one thing
lacking kept him from following Jesus.

He rejected Jesus to hold on to his weak-
ness.

Will this story of the rich young ruler be
also the story of some of us? Will the Lord
tell us to depart because of a lack of love for

one another, a lack of faithfulness in atten-
dance, alack of knowledge because of failure
to study, or a lack of faith manifested by fail-
ure to make a generous contribution? Will
we be rejected because we have subjugated
ourselves to our appetites and have become
enslaved to filthy habits which bring
reproach on the church and on the name, we
wear?

“One thing thou lackest” So near and yet
so far! Turned away from heaven because of
a weakness that we refused to overcome!

Again, I ask the question: Mustall eternity
be filled with regret? Why not rather exam-
ine ourselves and see ourselves as God sees
us and make the necessary alteration in our-
selves before it is too late?

Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond

Aleacia Godwin

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Terri Myrick in the death of her
mother, Anita Warr, on January 18.
Please keep Terri and her family in
your prayers.

Please Remember
February 7
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
February 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
February 21
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
February 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist
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The Calamity of Subjectivism
Charles Pogue

The doctrine that truth is determined by
the individual based on one’s opinions and
feelings is rampant in religious error. Many
people today who claim to be religious do
not accept the fact that truth is absolute.
Truth does not change, and religious truth
comes to man from God via the Bible, not
through man’s subjective feelings.

Those who accept a subjective attitude
toward truth assert a theory that limits
knowledge to ones experience. To them,
what is both good and right is derived from
the experience of each individual person.
This idea is held to the extent that if one per-
son’s experience (truth) directly contradicts
that of another person, then both have dis-
covered the truth. What is truth to one is not
true to the other, but both are right.

Subjectivism is nothing new. In Judges
17:6 and again in 21:25, the Bible says, “In

those days there was no king in Israel, but
every man did that which was right in his
own eyes.” Doing what is right in one’s own
eyes is the denominations false view of truth.
Even if one denominational body holds to a
doctrine that is the exact opposite and con-
tradictoryto the doctrine of another denom-
ination, both are considered to be right. This
is a human philosophy that is as false as the
devil claiming to Eve, “Thou shalt not surely
die”

Isaiah 8:20 describes the condition of the
subjective individual. “To the law and to the
testimony: If they speak notaccordingto this
word, It is because there is no light in them.”
One who speaks differently than the Word
of God is full of darkness.

Among the many things God instructed
His prophet Jeremiah to say to the people
were these words:



But thou shalt say unto them, This is a

nation that obeyeth not the voice of the

Lord their God, nor receiveth correction:

truth is perished, and is cut off from their

mouth (Jer. 7:28).

Those today who hold truth is a subjective
thing have it cut off from both their hearts
and their mouths. Truth is the Word of
God, the Bible.

Paul warned the church at Ephesus not
to walk in the subjectivism of those around
them in Ephesians 4:17-21.

This I say therefore, and testify in the

Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as

other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their

mind, Having the understanding dark-
ened, being alienated from the life of

God through the ignorance that is in

them, because of the blindness of their

heart: Who being past feeling have given
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to
work all uncleanness with greediness.

But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be

that ye have heard him, and have been

taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus

Be assured when Paul stated the truth is
in Jesus, it puts to naught the idea that truth
is in each individual. When Paul wrote the

truthisin Jesus, he meantitis the words Jesus
spoke personally and those He gave to the
inspired writers of the New Testament
through the Holy Spirit. The apostle wrote
as much to the church in Corinth.

If any man think himself to be a prophet,

or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the

things that I write unto you are the com-

mandments of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37).

If someone says Jesus told me one church
is good as another, where is it written? If
someone says, one is saved by faith only,
where is it written? These things contradict
what is written, therefore they are not of
Jesus, they are of man.

The apostle Paul also wrote to the Thes-
salonians in 1 Thessalonians 5:21: “Prove all
things; hold fast that which is good.” Anyone
who affirms that truth is what truth is to you
and what it is to me, and we are both right
even if we disagree—prove it! It cannot be
done, for it is a lie and no lie is of the truth
(1 John 2:21). The calamity of subjectivism
is not only that it is not true, but it also keeps
men from the truth.

Deceased

Closed Eyes
Bobby Duncan

Some people choose not to see the obvi-
ous. It was these people to whom Jesus
referred when He spoke of those whose “eyes
they have closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes” (Mat. 13:15).

It becomes more and more alarming that
many in the church who should be well

informed have chosen to close their eyes to
the Truth with reference to a movement
among us which denies the distinctive
nature of the church and spreads an umbrella
of fellowship over those in the denomina-
tional world. I refer here, not to those who
have forsaken the Truth with reference to



Bible doctrine, but to those who know the
Truth, yet who are not at all hesitant to
announce, promote, and attend meetings
featuring those who have forsaken the Truth.

Do you believe, for example, that the
prayer of the Lord in John 17 proves that we
are to include in our fellowship all of those
indenominational churches who justbelieve
in Jesus? Do you believe that the Holy Spirit
provides direct leadership to the Christian,
separate and apart from the Bible? Do you
believe the denominational bodies are filled
with faithful Christians? If brethren do not
believe these things, then why do they invite
men who are on record as teaching these
things to be featured speakers on various
programs? If brethren do not believe these
things, then why do their church bulletins
carry announcements about programs fea-
turing those who teach such? Why do they
announce such from their pulpits or urge
their people to attend?

The answer, in many cases would be, “We
just do not believe these preachers stand for
these things” In other words, “Their eyes
they have closed.” It is not that evidence of
their positions on various things is not avail-
able, or that they have kept their positions
secret. They have declared their positions
very publicly, and faithful brethren have
called attention to the dangerous errors they

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

To receive the Defender and Beacon via e-
mail please send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com

“Inotonlyuseall thebrainsthatIhave,
but all that I can borrow” (Woodrow
Wilson). While there is much to be said
for self-sufficiency and independence,
there is absolutely nothing wrong with
helping and being helped. Do what you
can and have the expertise to do but ask
for help when you need it. Also, offer help
when others need it. Be part of your com-
munity. Be a Christian. Bless others as
God has blessed you!

Tim Smith
Deceased

espouse. Recordings of their speeches have
been made available, but some choose not
to see. In many cases, those who are coura-
geous enough to speak out against these false
teachers are accused of bitterness, or even
jealousy. Some become intimidated by such
accusations and decide to remain silent.
We have no intention of closing our eyes
to the things taking place in the church. We
would urge others to “Be sober, be vigilant”
(1 Pet. 5:8). Sober, according to Thayer,
means, “‘of sound mind, sane, in one’s
senses.” It is insane to try to promote the
cause of Truth by promoting and encourag-
ing those who make them any less false
teachers. Neither does it set one at liberty to
promote and encourage false teachers as if
they were teaching the Truth. Those who
promote and encourage false teachers
become guilty of teaching false doctrine
themselves (see 2 John 9-11).
Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
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Please Remember
February 7
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
February 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
February 21
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
February 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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Loneliness
Jimmie Z. Gribble

Loneliness places a great burden on
people. Most of us are people that like to have
people around us. Christians especially like
to have faithful Christians around them for
supportand encouragement. However, there
are times that we feel that we have none to
lean upon or call upon for support.

Two individuals that had these thoughts
are Elijah and Jeremiah. After the greatbattle
that Elijah had with the prophets of Baal,
Elijah should have felt very good. However,
Jezebel sought for his life, so he hid in a cave.
It was in the cave that his feelings were made
known. A “voice unto him, and said, What
doest thou here, Elijah?” (1 Kin. 19:13). To
which, Elijah responded, “And he said, T have
been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts:
because the children of Israel have forsaken
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and
slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even

I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take
itaway” (19:14). Elijah thought he was alone,
but he was not.

Another individual had these same
thoughts. The prophet Jeremiah had proph-
esied against Jerusalem. The people did not
like what he had to say. The text says:

Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had

made an end of speaking all that the Lord

had commanded him to speak unto all
the people, that the priests and the
prophets and all the people took him,
saying, Thou shalt surely die. Why hast
thou prophesied in the name of the Lord,
saying, This house shall be like Shiloh,
and this city shall be desolate without an
inhabitant? And all the people were gath-
ered against Jeremiah in the house of the

Lord. When the princes of Judah heard

these things, then they came up from the

king’s house unto the house of the Lord,



and sat down in the entry of the new gate

of the Lords house. Then spake the

priests and the prophets unto the princes

and to all the people, saying, This man is
worthy to die; for he hath prophesied
against this city, as ye have heard with

your ears (Jer. 26:8-11).

Though it seemed all wanted him dead
and that that would be accomplished, there
was one that was with him. It is written:

Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son

of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they

should not give him into the hand of the

people to put him to death (26:24).

Beloved, whether 7000 or one, we need
to be faithful, and realize that there are those

striving, just as we are, even though we may
not know them. Even if there were none, if
weare striving to be faithful, weare notalone.
The Hebrews writer penned:

Let your conversation be without cov-

etousness; and be content with such

things as ye have: for he hath said, I will

never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that

we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper,

and I will not fear what man shall do

unto me (Heb. 14:5-6).

Amen!

Beloved, listen to all of God’s Word, God
will do thee good!

Portsmouth, VA

“The Hijacking of a Good Word”
Ken Chumbley

When I was growing up, there was a per-
fectly good word that was used regularly. It
was used in songs, in plays,and indeed every-
day conversation. However, that perfectly
good word has been hijacked by those who
would engage in an immoral lifestyle. Now,
just about every time that the word is used it
is used by those engaged in this immoral life-
style or those politically correct individuals
who support and promote that lifestyle.
Sadly, at times, because of the fact that it has
become accepted in many areas, even Chris-
tians resort to using that word when describ-
ing thatimmorallifestyle. That hijacked word
is gay. It has been in the news again recently
following the announcement that the Epis-
copal Church was politically correct and those

involved in that lifestyle want to portray the
situation. They do not want to call it what it
really is.

When one looks to the dictionary to see
the primary meaning of the word, it has ref-
erence to being merry or bright in appear-
ance and brilliant in color. A third meaning
of the word is given as being given to social
pleasures or indulgence, henceloose orlicen-
tious. However, even with that third meaning
it did not have reference to the homosexual
lifestyle.

When I was young, a song having the
words, “I'm glad God made me gay” would
not have caused a stir as people would have
understood that the singer was referring to
himself as a merry individual. However, I



remember a few years ago hearing this same
song being played on the radio and the disc
jockey feeling compelled to say that this song
was written at a time when the word had a
different meaning.

| May Never See
Tomorrow

I may never see tomorrow, there’s no
guarantee,

And things that happened yesterday
belong in history.

I can’t predict the future, I can’t change
the past,

I have just the present memories to
treat as my last.

I must use this moment wisely, for
soon it will pass away,

And be lost forever as a part of yester-
day.

I must exercise compassion, help the
fallen to their feet,

Be a friend unto the friendless, make
their life complete.

The unkind things I do today, may
never be undone,

And friendships that I fail to win, may
never more be won.

I may not have another chance on
bended knees to pray,

And I think God with humble heart for
giving me this day!

Author Unknown

How much this good word has been
hijacked and made to mean something that
ithad never meantis clearly seen in what hap-
pened at a Christian camp a few years ago. I
was teaching a class of teenagers on the topic
of morals and morality. I told the class that I
was gay. You should have seen the looks on
their faces! To them, because of the way the
word has been hijacked, it meant only one
thing, thus their shock. However, when I told
them to consider my age and that the word’s
real meaning was something else, then they
were able to see that I was referring to myself
asamerry individual, but they had been con-
ditioned by society to thinking that the word
had reference to one thing, and one thing
only.

I refuse to go along with the politically cor-
rect meaning of the word. I do not believe as
Christians we should give any credence to
the idea that the homosexual lifestyle is gay.
Homosexuality is an abomination before
God (Lev. 18:22;20:13). Furthermore, when
one considers the physical consequences of
this lifestyle, then it is anything but gay.
Indeed, although it has now spread into the
heterosexual community as a result of those
who would practice both heterosexual and
homosexual sex, AIDS, was spread by the
homosexual community.

As Christians, may we always be willing
to speak out against this abominable lifestyle
and call it what it is, sinful and not in any
sense gay.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Michael Hatcher
Karen Diamond  Aleacia Godwin
Cathy Beck Henry Born

Congratulations
Our congratulations is extended to
Bill and Peggy Crowe in the birth
of their grand-daughter, Alysandra
Enid Cary, on February 4. She
weighed 6 pounds 6 ounces.

Please Remember
February 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
February 21
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
February 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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How to Be a Christian Only
Foy L. Smith

Thereis no greater pleain the world today
than that one which invites people to be
“Christians only” The name Christian in-
cludesall thatisneeded, or should be desired,
for spiritual appellation. Indeed, a real gen-
uine “follower of Christ” should be content
in worshiping God as a “Christian only”
Anything less than a Christian is far too
short, and anything that goes beyond, trans-
gresses heaven’s testimony for humankind.
But the important question is “How may one
be a Christian and nothing else?”

Obey the Doctrine of Christ and No More

To obeythe Gospel asrevealed in the New
Testament means:

o Believe in Jesus Christ as the crucified,
buried, and risen Lord (John 8:28;
Rom. 10:10).

» Repent of past or alien sins (Acts 2:38;
17:30).

« Confess your faith in Christ (Mat.
10:32; Rom. 10:10; Acts 8:37).

o Bebaptized (immersed) for the remis-
sion of sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:15;
Rom. 6:4; Acts 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21).

Upon such obedience, we have the assur-

ance that God will add us to “the church”
(Acts 2:47). We further know that such dis-
ciples were called “Christians first in Anti-
och” (11:26).

Wear the Name of Christ and No Other

The fact that God promised a “new name”

(Isa. 62:2), and that He gave it “first at Anti-
och,” should be ample evidence of the all-
sufficiency of that name. To add to it, to put
a handle on it, to weaken it by adding some
human name, is but to mar its beauty, dis-
honor the head of the church, discredit Him
who died for us and whose name we are to
wear (Acts 4:12).



It is, then, possible to wear the name of
Christ and no other. The Holy Spirit even
condemned the wearing of names of inspired
men in New Testament times. How could it
benefit us to wear names of men who are not
inspired, or names given by men who are
without heaven’s authority to give them
(1 Cor. 1:10-13)?

Accept and Abide By the Creed of the
New Testament and No Other

This must necessitate a repudiation of all
manmade creeds that have become binding
upon so many people. It must do away with
human doctrines for governing worship. It
takes the New Testament to make a Chris-
tian; it takes something more than the New
Testament to make a person more than a
Christian. It is possible to make the claim
“let us follow the Bible only;” yet in actual
practice, preaching, and worship, accept
along with it the “doctrines the command-
ments of men” (Mat. 15:9). Creeds must be
revised each year, but the Word of God never
has to be revised. Accept it and nothing else.

Be a Member of the

Church of Our Lord and Nothing Else

It is possible to obey the Gospel, gen-
uinely become a child of God, and then go
off and “join something” unheard of in the
Bible, join an institution not founded by
Christ, not wearing His name, nor worship-

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

ing according to His divine guidance. To do
this is not to be a “Christian only” God’s
book, the Bible, is sufficient. The Lord’s
church, the church of Christ, is enough. It is
said: “It makes no difference what church one
is a member of” The Bible says that the
church is the body of Christ (Col. 1:18; Eph.
1:22-23). Paul says there in only one body;
the conclusion is there is only one church.
Have a“Thus Saith the Lord”
for All That We Do

If followed, this sacred principle would
make itimpossible for us to have in the public
worship anything that is not authorized by
our heavenly Father. There is something
wrong with the man who is not satisfied to
take just what the Bible has said. Our worship
isto be one of faith (2 Cor. 5:7). Without faith
it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).
Faith comes by hearing God’s Word (Rom.
10:17). If we practice anything that we did
not get from hearing and studying God’s
Word, it is not of faith. Whatsoever is not of
faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). When sin is fin-
ished, it brings forth death (Jam. 1:15).

A Final Thought

From these Scriptures we see that to be
pleasing to our Father, we must have a “thus
saith the Lord” for all that we do. Let us have
no doctrine but that which is of Christ, no
name but the name Christian, no creed but
the New Testament, be a member of no
church but that which belongs to Christ, and
have a “thus saith the Lord” for all that we
do and say religiously. In this way, all men
are privileged to be Christians only!

Deceased



The Gospel’s Power to Save
R. L. Whiteside

There must be some connection made
between power and the thing to be moved.
There is great power in a locomotive, but it
cannot move the train of cars till proper con-
nection is made with power. There is suffi-
cient power in the Gospel to move every
sinner out of sin into the blessings of salva-
tion, but that power moves no one until
proper connections are made. Preaching is
the means of establishing that connection.
It is God’s way of bringing the sinner under
the influence of His saving power. For that
reason, Paul was not ashamed to preach it
(Rom. 1:16).

The Gospel exerts no power over the hea-
then who has never heard it, or over the infi-
delwho will not hear it, and it exerts but little
power over him who looks for the power to

come some other way. It exerts a power over
us for good to the extent that we place our-
selves under theinfluence ofitsteaching. The
cyclone has no power over the man who is
safely hidden away in his storm cellar, but it
would be foolish for him to come out after
the storm and confidently affirm that there
was no power in the cyclone, but no more
foolish than for a man who will not heed
God’s Word toaffirm that thereisno convert-
ing power in it.

Deceased
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| Will

I will start anew this morning,
With a higher, fairer creed;

I will cease to stand complaining,
Of my ruthless neighbor’s greed.

I will cease to sit repining,
While my duty’s call is clear;

I will waste no moment whining,
And my heart shall know no fear.

I will look sometimes about me,
For the things that merit praise,

I will search for hidden beauties,
That elude the grumbler’s gaze,

I will try to find contentment,

In the paths that I must tread;
I will ease to have resentment,
When another moves ahead.
I will not be swayed by envy,
When my rival’s strength is shown,
I will not deny his merit,
But shall strive to prove my own;
I will strive to see the beauty,
Spread before me rain or shine;
I will cease to preach your duty,
And be more concerned with mine.
Author Unknown
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On Our Habits

Lee

Agatha Christie wrote, “Curious things,
habits. People never knew they had them?”
Many deny that they have habits, yet each
of us has them. People generally think of
habits as negative—they think of such
things as smoking, drinking, drugs, and
other such things. Habits can consume one’s
life to the point where that person is no
longer in control over whether or not he
does those things. A famous educator made
the statement, “Habit is a cable; we weave a
thread of it every day, and at last we can not
break it” The Word of God warns against
such dominion over one’slife: “all things are
lawful for me, but I will not be brought
under the power of any” (1 Cor. 6:12). But
when each of us has habits, how can we
avoid being “brought under the power of
any”?

Moses

Daniel urged Nebuchadnezzar, “break
off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniq-
uities by shewing mercy to the poor” (Dan.
4:27). Nebuchadnezzar’s habits had been
“sins” and “iniquities,” but he was to replace
those habits with the regular practice of
righteousness and mercy. These were to
become his new habits. If any of us have
habits we need to overcome, the best way
is by replacing them with healthy, whole-
some, and holy habits. As Thomas a Kempis
noted, “Habit is overcome by habit.”

And there are habits which need to be
part and parcel of our everyday life, regard-
less of whether or not we have others we
need to break. Prayer needs to be a habitual
practice, for we are to “Pray without ceas-
ing” (1 The. 5:17). Regular Bible reading,
study, and meditation need to be daily
habits (Psa. 1:1-3; Rom. 10:17; 2 Tim. 2:15).



Attendance at every meeting of the local
congregation, as well as at Gospel meetings
and lectureships of other faithful congrega-
tions when possible, needs to be habitual
(Psa. 122:1; Heb. 10:25). When such things
as these are our habits, it makes it much
more difficult for disturbing and distracting
habits to enter into our lives.

Do we have these above-mentioned
favorable practices as regular habits in our
lives? Do we have habits in our lives that we
need to remove? Let us habitually ask our-
selves, “What are our habits?” Let us make
it our habit to make our habits the correct
habits.

Union City, TN

Sin or“Disease”?
Troy M. Cummings

One of the master strokes of deceit which
Satan has been able to put over on millions
of people—including many Christians—is
the clever whitewashing of the sin of drunk-
enness, dressing it up, twistingitaround, and
palming it off as the disease of “alcoholism”!

If Satan can just deceive sinners into
thinking that theyare notsinners, but merely
unfortunate victims of a disease who deserve
sympathy, treatment, and acceptance—what
more could Satan want? No sinner will be
led to repent of his sin so long as he and
others call it mere “sickness.”

We all know and agree that habitual
drunkenness causes various kinds of bad or
diseased conditions in the body. In fact, a
large number of sins have an obviously bad
effect upon the body and the brain.

Now ordinarily intelligent people can
easily distinguish between a sin or crime and
the various kinds of bad results of that sin
or crime, but the amazing things is that in
recent years Satan has successfully brain-
washed the public and many Christians so

that they confuse the sin itself with the bad
physical and mental results!

I have in my files much documentary
proof that many people are flatly denying
that drunkenness (“alcoholism”—repeated
drunkenness) is a sin or moral problem at
all. They claim it is solely a medical, psycho-
logical, or psychiatric problem—a sickness
or disease, and that is all! And the shame is
that some of our leading preachers and col-
lege professors have taught this.

God in His Word is absolutely authorita-
tive and infinitely wise, and He has made it
perfectly plain to all those not blinded by the
“foolishness” of man’s wisdom, that drunk-
enness is a sin, a “work of the flesh,” that will
keep one from eternal salvation, if he/she
does not truly repent of it—and that means
to stop it!

If you will study the following statements
from God, and believe and exalt them to the
place of supreme authority over all of man’s
notions, there is not a doubt as to what con-
clusion you must draw. Please study every
one of these verses: Luke 21:34-36, Romans



13:12-14,1 Corinthians 5:1-13,6:9-11, Gala-
tians 5:19-21, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, and
1 Peter 4:3-5.

These passages clearly teach that drunk-
enness is a sin (not one word mentioned
about any disease) that will keep one out of
heaven, and furthermore, that a drunkard
(who does not repent) is to be disciplined by
the church, to be “put away” from the fellow-
ship, by congregational action, for the pur-
pose, as Paul wrote, “the destruction of the
flesh” (lust of the flesh), “that the spirit may
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor.
5:5).

Paul writes that he had commanded the
brethren “to have no company” with forni-
cators, idolaters, coveters, revilers, extor-
tioners, or drunkards—not even to eat with
such. “Isit not those inside the church whom
you are to judge?... Purge the evil person
from among yourselves” (5:12-13).

Brethren, the test is before us: are we
going to honor and obey God in the plain
teaching of His divine Word, or are we going
to disobey God and not go along with the
Bible—contradicting modern psychology
and psychiatry?

Deceased

Thoughts to Ponder

“Theyhuddled inside the storm door, two
children in ragged outgrown coats. ‘Any old
papers, lady?’ I was busy. I wanted to say no
until I looked down at their feet. Their little
sandals slopped with sleet. ‘Come in and I'll
make you a cup of hot cocoa, I said. There
was no conversation. Their soggy sandals left
marks upon the hearthstone. Cocoa and
toast, with jam to fortify against the chill out-
side. I went back to the kitchen and started
again on my household budget. The silence
in the front room struck through to me. I

God’s Plan of Salvation
Hear Romans 10:17
Believe Mark 16:16
Repent Luke 13:3,5
Confess Romans 10:9-10
Baptism Acts 2:38
Be Faithful 1 Corinthians 15:58

looked in. The girl held her empty cup in her
hands, looking at it. The boy asked in a flat
voice: ‘Lady, are you rich?” ‘Am I rich? No!’
Ilooked at my shabby slipcovers. The girl put
her cup back in its saucer carefully. “Your
cups match your saucers, she said. Her voice
was old, with a hunger that was not of the
stomach. They left then, holding their bun-
dles of papers against the wind. They hadn’t
said thankyou. They didn’t need to. They had
said more than that. Plain blue pottery cups
and saucers. But they matched. I tested the
potatoes and stirred the gravy. Potatoes and
brown gravy, a roof over our heads, my man
with a steady job—these things matched,
too. I moved the chairs back from the fire
and tidied thelivingroom. The muddy prints
of small sandals were still wet on my hearth.
Iletthem be.Iwantthem in case I ever forget
how richTam.”

Author Unknown
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Baptized and Placed
Membership

John Hastie was baptized into
Christ on February 14. Please keep
Johninyour prayers. Hisaddressand
telephone number will be posted on
the bulletin board in the hallway.

Please Remember

March 7

Visitation cards for Group 1 will

be handed out by Bill Crowe.
March 14

Deacons’ meeting will be held

prior to the afternoon service, in

room 1.
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But | Obtained Mercy
Brad Green

The Bible teaches that God’s mercy and
love are in overabundance (Psa. 25:6). When
the apostle Paul recalls how God’s plan of
salvation was offered to him despite his past,
he states, “the grace of our Lord was exceed-
ing abundant with faith and love” (1 Tim.
1:14). God’s grace is “exceeding abundant”
and is offered to all men just as it was to Paul.
The inspired John writes that Jesus is “the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world”
(1 John 2:2). Many times, people look back
into their pasts and conclude that they are
not “good enough” to be called a child of
God. What must be realized is that “Jesus
came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim.
1:15), not people who are already “good
enough.” Jesus says, “They that are whole
need not a physician; but they that are sick.
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners

to repentance” (Luke 5:31-32). Paul consid-
ered his past and concluded that he was the
chief of all sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). However,
because Paul obeyed the Gospel plan of sal-
vation, culminating with his baptism, he had
his past sins “washed away” (Acts 22:16). No
wonder Paul was so thankful to the Lord, “for
that he counted me faithful, putting me into
the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer,
and a persecutor, and injurious: but I ob-
tained mercy” (1 Tim. 1:12-13). If the grace
of God can forgive the sins of blasphemy,
persecution, and murder (Acts 8:1), so too,
can you and I obtain mercy. Obtaining, or
acquiring God’s mercy, is an individual
responsibility. God has offered mercy. We
must do what is necessary to attain it. By fol-
lowing the same plan of salvation as did Paul,
one can become a Christian—a child of
God—*“For ye are all the children of God by



faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
have been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27). No matter what one
has done in his past, by turning away from
those things never to return (i.e., repen-
tance), he can be forgiven. Paul states:

this one thing I do, forgetting those

things which are behind, and reaching

forth unto those things which are before,

I press toward the mark for the prize of

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus

(Phi. 3:13-14).

There is, however, a way that one can be
“unforgivable’—by totally rejecting God’s
offer of grace and mercy. Though Jesus died
for the sins of the whole world, we must
appropriate that grace by obeying His Word
(Heb. 5:8-9; John 12:48). Paul “obtained
mercy” and was forgiven because he obeyed.
For us to obtain the same mercy and be for-
given, we, too, must obey. Let us put the
things which are behind us to rest and “press
toward the mark for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus.”

Lenoir City, TN

On Giving
Robertson L. Whiteside

I want to know something about a Chris-

tian’s duty in the matter of giving for the

support of the church. It is a little strange

to me that so many, including myself,

know so little about this part of the

Christian worship. Is there any definite

scriptural instruction on this important

part of our duties and work?

The Bible does not tell us the exact
number of dollars we must give; neither does
it tell us what percent of our income we must
give. It does not deal much in amounts and
percentages. It does not tell us how much
time we must devote to Bible study at home
or at meetings; it does not tell us how many
songs we must sing at meetings; nor how
many prayers we shall have; nor how long
the sermon should be. Yet, we regard the
Bible as sufficiently plain on these matters
and do not worryaboutit. And there is much
teaching on giving.

“Now concerning the collection for the
saints,as I gave order to the churches of Gala-
tia, so also do ye. Upon the first day of the
week let each one of you lay by him in store,
as he may prosper, that no collections be
made when I come” (1 Cor. 16:1-2). This is
a general rule on the subject of giving. Here
we have the when, the who, and the how
much.

When—“Upon the first day of the week?”
This does not confine our giving to that day.
Emergency cases may come up any day
during the week. “So then, as we have oppor-
tunity, let us work that which is good toward
all men, and especially toward them that are
of the household of the faith” (Gal. 6:10). If
a man is in need, help him, no matter what
day of the week. But the first day of the week
is the time for the regular contributions.

Who—“Each one of you” That is plain
enough. However, in the churches, there are



hitchhikers who are trying to ride to heaven
on somebody else’s expense, but it cannot be
done.

How Much—“As he may prosper.” And
the Christian must work so he will prosper
enough to have something to give (Eph.
4:28). We are not told what percent of our
prosperity we are to give, for the reason, per-
haps, that some should give a greater per-
centage of their income than others. He who
gives a small percent and then says he gives
the widow’s mite is fooling himself. The
widow gave all she had. That was the reason
Jesus said she gave more than they all. You
see, the Lord measures the size of the gift by
what is left after the gift is made. The man
who does not give all he has does not give the
widow’s mite. Read carefully the eighth and
ninth chapters of 1 Corinthians. Read also of
the liberality of the church at Jerusalem.
When a need arose in that church, they met
it, even if they had to sell property to do so.

We must give freelyand bountifully—and
willingly. But let us not hide our stinginess
behind that idea of giving willingly. A man
gives willingly when he gives of his own
accord, even if it goes against the grain to do
so. In the matter of giving, we must crucify
the flesh, just as we do in other things. Some-
one has said that we should give till it hurts.
That would not be but a nickel for some
people. The better plan is to give until it hurts
and then give until it does not hurt.

None of us are going to give too much,
but we should remember that he who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully; the
sparing giver will be the sparing reaper. Jesus

said: “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” If people really believed this, the
giving problem would be settled.

Deceased

Self-Denying Love

He might have reared a palace at a
word,

He who sometimes had not where to
lay his head;

Time was when he who nourished
crowds with bread

Would not one meal unto himself
afford.

Twelve legions girded with angelic
sword

Were at his beck, the scorned and
buffeted;

He healed another’s scratch, his own
side bled—

Side, feet, and hands with cruel pierc-
ings gored.

Oh, wonderful the wonders left un-
done!

And scarce less wonderful than those
he wrought;

Oh, self-restraint, passing all human
thought,

To have all power, and be as having
none!

Oh, self-denying love, which felt alone

For needs of others, never for its own!

Author Unknown




; N
Do o
oo 1)
© [
- 4 — O
LIZV’.-QOZ
O O'm v
S0 ©X
o . wn ‘=
cui qc)g
o>
z a &
)
@ o)
= O N
£ 8 —
T o
o O
= N
© T in
c oA
gicm™
S >
Z25<8 ¢
U%Es m©
O =320
2 © O
U awvg
< S 0o wn
w=mnc
U 0 O
0N g a

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond
Randall Johnson Henry Born

Please Remember
March 7
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
March 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
March 21
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
March 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
March 31
Singing and a devotional service
at 1:00 pm.

\/

Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/
BellviewCoC

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
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How Was / and Is the Church

of the New Testament to Be Organized?
Dub Mowery

What type of governing body did it have
in Biblical times? It is essential for us to learn
how the first-century church was set-up
since many churches today have different
types of government. For example, the
Roman Catholic Church has a man referred
to as a Pope who is head of that church. Still,
other churches have conventions with rep-
resentatives from the individual congrega-
tions who make laws and decide what kinds
of activity their denomination will be
involved in. Still, others, especially cults,
have a one-man rule that makes all the deci-
sions for that religious group, including laws
they will abide by.

Almost all churches have a headquarters
here upon the earth or a central figure
(person) to which they submit. However, the

church of Christ has neither! We look to
Jesus Christ, who is in heaven for authority
in religious matters and our moral standard.
Even though He is in heaven, Christ does
not have a vicar to represent Him here on
earth. In this sense, a vicar would be some-
one here upon earth to be head of the church
and serve as our Lord’s representative. How-
ever, the Bible nowhere even suggests that
anyone other than Jesus Christ should reign
over His church. Even after He was resur-
rected from the dead and ascended into
heaven, the Scripture declared that our Lord
and Savior is the head of the church (Col.
1:18; Eph. 1:22-23). The New Testament is
the will of Jesus Christ, and, therefore, it is
to govern the church rather than the creeds
of men (Heb. 9:16-17; 10:9-10; Mat. 15:9).



The New Testament church has no govern-
ing body here upon earth outside the local
congregation. Each local church is to be auto-
nomous, meaning self-ruled, independent.
Even in the individual congregation, no one
has the right or the authority to make laws in
matters of faith. Matters of faith have to do
with those areas in which the Lord has given
commandments and instructions (Rom.
10:17).

Within each congregation, when two or
more of the men meet the elders’” qualifica-
tions, the membership should select two or
more of these men to serve as their shepherds
(1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9; Acts 14:23). Those
ordained in a local church are the spiritual
overseers but do not have the authority to
make laws in matters of faith for those they
oversee, nor do they have the authority to
oversee other congregations.

Deceased

Diotrephes
Franklin Camp

I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes,
who loveth to have the preeminence among
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I
come, I will remember his deeds which he
doeth, prating against us with malicious
words: and not content therewith, neither
doth he himself receive the brethren, and
forbiddeth them that would, and casteth

them out of the church (3 John 9-10).

There is much that we do not know about
Diotrephes. There is enough said about Him
for us to learn some things to avoid. It is
highly improbable that Diotrephes was op-
posing and casting some out of the church
because of error. He may have made himself
believe that this was true, but this evidently
was not the case as John would have joined
with him in opposing error.

The Desire for Recognition

Just what it was that Diotrephes was
offended about, we are not told, but it is not
difficult to offend a man who has an undue
sense of his own importance. The person that

is in love with himself is always easily
offended. The desire for recognition thatis not
deserved is always a dangerous thing. Some
of the apostles were at one time affected by
this same spirit. They were wanting to be first,
have the preeminence, but Christ showed
them that service when given wholeheartedly
and without desire for recognition, will bring
exaltation.
Creates Competition Instead of
Cooperation

The desire for preeminence creates com-
petition rather than cooperation. Members
of the body of Christ are not in competition
with one another, butare to function together
as the members of the human body. The
church does not grow and prosper by com-
petition, but by working together.

This principle is true not only of members
of thelocal church but also of congregations.
Inalltoo manyinstances where there are sev-
eral congregations in a community, they act



asiftheyarein competition with oneanother.
It is possible for a congregation to have the
spirit of Diotrephes. The church grows in the
community where congregations work
together and not against one another.
Smoke Screen

The spirit of Diotrephes will cause one to
use some frumped up charge against another.
It is evident that Diotrephes was doing this,
for how could he have succeeded in “casting
some out of the church” unless he was able
to convince others to go along with him. Too
often personal differences—matters of opin-
ion—are used as a smoke screen to create fac-
tions. The spirit of Diotrephes makes a
person color-blind so he cannot distinguish
between his opinion and matters of faith. A
person that is in love with himself thinks his
word, opinion, is law. This is the ultimate end
to which one comes that seeks preeminence.
Christ is to have preeminence and His Word
is our law. But if some man seeks preemi-
nence, he usurps the authority that belongs
to Christ and the result is that he feels that
his word is bound on everyone.

Better to Rule in a Small Church than

Serve in a large One

The motto of Diotrephes is “it is better to
reigninasmall churchthantoserveinalarge
one” When matters of faith are involved, it
is better to reduce the size of the congrega-
tion and have it Scriptural than to have the
“biggest church in town” thatis unscriptural.
This was not the case with Diotrephes. It was
the matter of controlling the church that
reduced its size as far as Diotrephes was con-
cerned. This is what always happens where

a Diotrephes is found. The church shrinks
instead of growing.
Power Not Usefulness

The spirit of Diotrephes causes one to
seek power, not usefulness. The supreme
desire of Diotrephes was to stand first, not
do the most. This is a false aim and can only
lead to ruin. The church at Corinth was
cursed by this attitude and Paul said, “seek
that ye may excel to the edifying of the
church” (1 Cor. 14:12). The spirit of a Chris-
tian is to build up the church, not himself.
We need more of this seeking rather than
the seeking for preeminence.

Will Abuse Power

The spirit of Diotrephes, with its lust for
power, is sure to abuse any power one may
have. This very desire for power is evidence
of a lack of any power given to him.
Diotrephes’ casting people out of the church
was an abuse of power. The desire to serve is
the only safeguard against the abuse of power.

Wanted His Way Not the Best Way

Diotrephes wanted his own way, not the
best way, not the way that would be beneficial
to others. If he could not have his way by fair
means, he would attempt to get his way by
foul means. The most prevalent way of foul
means is “prating against us with malicious
words”

Let us follow Demetrius and Gaius rather
than Diotrephes.

“Old Truths In New Robes,” Vol. II. Birm-
ingham. AL: Roberts & Sons. 9-21.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond
Randall Johnson

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Peggy Crowe in the death of her
brother, John David Carter, on
March 4, 2021. Please keep Peggy
and her family in your prayers.

Please Remember
March 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
March 21
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
March 21
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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On Calling Names from the Pulpit
Tim Smith

Have you ever gone to try out for a preach-
ing job and had some brother or sister call
you aside and say something like, “Our last
preacher was a good fellow, but he liked to
call names from the pulpit, and that just
won't work here”? Now, by calling names
they do not mean calling vulgar or disre-
spectful names, we would (indeed, we must)
all agree that such would be not only
improper but also sinful. What they mean is
that they do not like it when the preacher,
preaching about Baptist errors, uses the
words “Baptist Church” somewhere in his
lesson. Let us spend a few minutes looking
at calling names from the pulpit.

Did Jesus and the apostles call names?
Indeed, they often did. Have we not all read
of Jesus singling out the Sadducees and the
Pharisees in His sermons? Was He wrong?
No, He was not wrong. Did not John call

Diotrephes byname? Whatabout the closing
verses of many of Paul’s works—did he not
call the names of both those to be com-
mended and those to be condemned. There
are numerous examples from both Testa-
ments wherein inspired men preached about
the doctrines or deeds of errorists and called
them by name. The examples alone would
justity our following suit.

Must we call names? No, I suppose we
could avoid it if we wanted to, but why would
we want to? Is it not counter-productive for
us to work so diligently to expose and refute
errors and then avoid telling the audience
whoitiswhoteachesthoseerrors? Ithasnever
made much sense to delineate each error and
misdeed while meticulously avoiding any
mention of the man or church who is guilty
thereof!



Why do some members not like it when
we call names? Now, as the old bard wrote,
“There’s the rub.” Why, indeed? Could it be
that they are afraid their friends and neigh-
bors will criticize us for preaching against
their church? Notice this very carefully: there
is only one church that exists with the
approval of God. Only the faithful members
of that one church will be saved. All persons
who are not faithful members of that one
church will be consigned to eternal damna-
tion. The Baptist church is not that one true
church. The Methodist churchis not that one
true church. The liberal congregations who
have sold out to the devil and compromised
with the world are not part of that one church
any longer. When I preach about once-
saved-always-saved, I do the audience a ser-
vice by telling them who teaches that doc-
trine. When I preach about fellowshipping
false teachers, it is good to tell the listeners
who is guilty of that offense. How can I mark
a false teacher without calling his name?
How can I warn a person about the evils of
Pentecostalism without even once mention-
ing the Pentecostal Church?

I am not in favor of being rude in the
pulpit. I do not wish to advocate being

unnecessarily harsh. I do not enjoy singling
out people or churches just to see their fol-
lowers or members squirm in their seats. It
is not about what I enjoy or do not enjoys; it
is about the end of the matter. Why am I
preaching about this error or this false
church? Is it to warn others about it? Call it
by name. Is it to condemn their evil deeds?
Call them by name. Point the queasy church
member to Matthew 23 or a similar passage
wherein an inspired man (in this case, Jesus)
notonly called names but under many differ-
ent forms indicated their eternal end and
their distastefulness to God! Teach them the
importance of being clear in our preaching.
Do what you think you must to help them
along, but do not let them dissuade you from
being specific and forthright in your preach-
ing. If it is the Baptist Church you are talking
about, say so. Do no tip-toe around, fearfully
avoiding the mention of the name of the sub-
jects of your sermon. Do not be rude but be
clear. Bebrave enough, mark, and avoid. God
bless you as you follow the biblical example
in this regard.

Deceased

What Prayer Is Not

James D. Bales

Prayer is a wonderful privilege, and there
is power in a Scriptural prayer. However,
many have failed to pray correctly, and thus
they have endeavored to make prayer a sub-
stitute for some things that God has not

ordained. People today often try to make it
take the place of certain other functions. Let
us briefly notice some of these things.

First, prayer is not a button to push for a
bellhop. Some people have a bellhop concep-



tion of God. When they are in danger of dis-
comfort, when their body is threatened, they
want to press the button of prayer and ask
God to hurry up and remove all danger and
discomfort. They never say, “thank you,” and
they seldom think of God except when they
are in trouble. If all that we want with God
is to summon Him to get us out of trouble
now and then, we have a misconception of
God and prayer. It is right to pray in times
of trouble, but it is not right to regard prayer
as a means of calling God when we are in
danger, and that only.

Second, prayer is not a substitute for obe-
dience to the Gospel. Some sinners try to
pray through to salvation. When a Gospel
preacher finds a sinner praying, he tells him
to arise and be baptized and wash away his
sins (Acts 22:16). If one fails to do that, he
can keep praying until doomsday, and he will
not pray through, and it will be his dooms-
day. Prayer is not a substitute for baptism. It
is right to approach baptism in the spirit of
prayer but not to try to make prayer take the
place of obedience to the Gospel.

Third, prayer is not a substitute for the
study of the Bible. It is right to study the Bible
in the atmosphere of prayer, but one could
prayforamillionyears concerning the Lord’s
will on baptism. Still, unless he studies the
Bible or listens to Gospel preaching, he will
not discover that teaching. Is it not mockery
to pray for divine guidance and yet to let the
dust collect on our Bibles? Folded hands of
prayer on a Bible cannot take the place of
hands that open the Bible, eyes that read it,
and a mind that understands it.

Fourth, prayer is not a substitute for prov-
ing those who claim to be prophets of God.
A Roman Catholic priest was not inclined
to study the Bible with me, but he did tell me
to pray every day for a month, to say, “lead
kindly light,” and that in a month, I would
see things differently. I told him to study the
Catholic Church through the eyes of the
Bible, instead of the Bible through the eyes
of the Roman Catholic Church, and that he
would see things differently in a month. I
have prayed, but I am not a Roman Catholic
as a result of prayer. The Book of Mormon
(Moroni 10:4) tells the reader to pray con-
cerning that book’s truth. Like most sectar-
ians, the Mormons want a person to close
his eyes and pray through. The Bible tells us
to prove all things, try those who profess to
be prophets and apostles, and not try them
just through prayer. We must examine their
credentials and test their doctrines by the
Bible. Prayer is not a substitute for investi-
gation, although one may investigate in an
atmosphere of prayer.

Fifth, prayer is not a substitute for holi-
ness of life, although it is indispensable for
holiness of life. Some people seem to think
that it does not make any difference in how
they endeavor tolive so they pray for forgive-
ness now and then. We need to pray for for-
giveness, but it cannot substitute for walking
in the light (1 John 1:7).

Donottrytodo through prayer what God
has ordained prayer for; if you try it, you will
fail.

Deceased
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held after the afternoon service,
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We Have to Deal with Tragedy Every Day

Yet the Most Tragic Thing to Face Is Eternal
Johnny Oxendine

We live in a world that is constantly
informed of tragedy. Not only do we hear
the daily reports of our soldiers dying in for-
eign lands, but also recently, we had a hor-
rendous tragedy on a college campus in Vir-
ginia. As tragic as such events are, there are
yet sadder and more tragic considerations
in the larger scheme of life. We want to look
at what the Bible says about a tragedy of the
utmost importance.

In Matthew 7:23, Jesus says to those who
failed to honor His Lordship, “I never knew
you: depart from me.” How tragic will such
words be for those expecting to be with Jesus
in eternity when theywill, in fact, not be with
Him. Hereare those who supposed they were
righteous, but they were not. They failed to
adequately “prove all things” and “test the

spirits” and ended up being deceived and, as
a result of their error: Eternally lost! That is
tragic!

In Matthew 25:41, the Scripture records
similar words. Jesus speaks to some who
failed to serve Him appropriately. His words:
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal
fire which is prepared for the devil and his
angels” When Jesus’ words are so readily
available for us to follow, how sad that such
will be said to those who failed tolive accord-
ing to His standards! Tragic!

There is yet a more tragic situation. Con-
sider Peter’s words in 2 Peter 2:20: “For if,
after they have escaped the defilements of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled therein and overcome, the last



state becomes worse with them than the
first” Here is one who knew the truth, who
lived according to it for a period of time, who
served the Lord and knew of the blessings
He provided (Heb. 6:4-6) yet chose to aban-
don these things and return to worldliness.
Their last state will be worse than their first.
If there is one thing more tragic than being
lost, it has been lost, saved, and returning to
being lost yet again. How tragic is that?
Friends, such things do not have to be!
Spiritual tragedy can be averted. We can do
something to prevent such from happening.
Sinners must accept the Lord’s terms of
pardon. How? Through hearing the Gospel

(Rom. 10:17), believing it (Heb. 11:6),
repenting of sins (Acts 17:30), confessing
Christ (1 Tim. 6:12), and being baptized for
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal.
3:27;1 Pet. 3:21). The erring Christians must
repent, pray to God, and ask others to pray
forhim (Acts 8:22-24). The faithful Christian
must take the Word of God to others (8:4)
and let them know of their hope (1 Pet. 3:15).
We may not avoid a tragic ending in this
life, but we can prevent a tragic eternity in
the next. Let us do what we must to be right
with God so we might live with Him forever.
San Mateo, CA

Christian Unity: Its Scriptural Basis
Frank Winters

When we come to consider the matter of
eliminating divisions among believers in
Christ, the first great essential is a basis
which would be acceptable to God and prac-
tical for man, upon which these bodies with
widely divergent doctrines might unite. The
Savior Himself expressed the perfect basis
of unity for all believers in Him as long as
time shall last. It is the Word of God, written
by the apostles on the pages of the New Tes-
tament Scriptures. Hear the Master speak-
ing to the apostles: “He that heareth you
heareth me; and he that despiseth you
despiseth me” (Luke 10:16). In the words of
the Great Commission recorded in Matthew
28:18: “All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.” The
apostles spent their lives in compliance with
this commission.

Perhaps there is some truth and some
error in every creed in the whole world writ-
ten by men. Truth, of course, is always
uncontradictory, and whatever of truth any
creed contains was first in the Word of God.
The various conventions called for the union
of different sects have attempted to form a
human platform upon which to unite; con-
sequently, their efforts have failed. They
might establish a union of a sort by this pro-
cedure. Still, no union of opinions and doc-
trines of men could ever meet the approval
of Him who declared, “All power is given
unto me,” and who then committed unto the
holy apostles the task of preaching and writ-



ing His will. They wrote as Inspiration
guided them and gave us the great body of
New Testament Scriptures, whose teaching
is clear, and there is no error.

The great central and underlying truth of
the Christian religion is that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. Old Testa-
ment prophecies pointed forward to Christ,
and the apostles’ writings point back to him.
Our acknowledgment of His Messiahship is
a full confession of the Christian faith. This

confession implies an acceptance of His
Word’s authority as our only rule of faith and
practiceinreligion. The church of Christ had
its beginning upon this fundamental truth.
Today, if every authority except the Holy
Bible were rejected and our preconceived
ideas laid aside, believers everywhere, with
nothing but the Word of God in hand, might
be joined in a unity—righteous, enduring,
and approved of God.

Deceased

“Don’t Do That!”

Young people often complain that their
preacher and their parents are always saying,
“Don’t do that!” We realize there is much
truth in this complaint.

I want to tell you why we say “Don’t” so
much,and whyyou hear from us, with almost
annoying repetition, “Please be careful”

I want to tell you why we want to know
where you are going, with whom, what you
will do, when you will be home, etc.!

It is not because we do not have any con-
fidence in you. It is not because we think you
do not know anything or completely lack
judgment. Contrary to what you must often
think, it is not because we do not want you
to have a good time.

We are concerned about you because we
know from experience (and even our own
sinful mistakes!) the danger that surrounds
you. We are more sensitive to danger than
you are and the real strength of temptation
that will come your way.

Young lady, when your mother says: “Be
good,” she is not saying: “I don't trust you”

She is saying: “Ilove you; I trust you. I know
what temptation is. May God always be close
enough to help you overcome it

Young man, when your father says: “Please
be careful,” he is not saying: “You don't have
sense enough to take care of yourself” He is
saying: “I love you. I don’t want anything to
happen to you?”

Teenagers, let me say a word for mothers
and dads. We love you. You are the most pre-
cious possessions we have. All our hopes and
aspirations for the future are wrapped up in
you. We would rather die than lose you—
physically, morally, and spiritually!

We only ask that young people weigh the
advice of their parents carefully. We are
trying sincerely to help. We know we should
be as positive as possible in making deci-
sions about our lives and more significantly
in our recreational activities, but there are
times when we must say, “Don’t do that!”

Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond

Tina Foshee

Please Remember
April 4
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
April 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
April 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
April 18
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
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The Roman Catholic Church and Successionism
Lee Moses

Some religious denominations defend
their existence by rights of inheritance. This
defense is known as successionism. Succes-
sionism effectively states that the authentic
church today is determined by continuous
succession—there must be a traceable suc-
cession of a group or an office from the first
century to the present for that group or office
to be legitimate. One can clearly see the
theory of successionism at work in the
Roman Catholic Church’s defense of its exis-
tence. They reason somethinglike this: Peter
was the human head of the church and the
first bishop of Rome. Every bishop of Rome
since Peter takes his place as the human head
of the church. As such, the church is obli-
gated to submit to the bishop of Rome—the
“pope,” as he is more commonly called.

The flawsin this reasoningare too numer-
ous and extreme to refute in detail in this

short article but consider: (1) Neither Peter
nor any other man than Jesus Christ was ever
authorized to serve as “head of the church”
Even to suggest such robs from the preemi-
nence of Christ (Col. 1:18). (2) The Biblical
evidence is against Peter’s ever having been
to Rome, much less having lived there for
such a long time as to be “the bishop of
Rome.” He was east of the Mediterranean in
such places as Jerusalem and Antioch
around AD 50 (Acts 15:7; Gal. 2:11). He was
known as conducting a “wandering min-
istry” in the mid-50s (1 Cor. 9:5) (Bauer)".
He was clearly not in Rome when Paul
addressed the church there in the late Ap 50s
(Rom. 16:2-15). He wrote 1 Peter from Baby-
lonin the mid-60s (5:13), likely only a couple
of years before his death. (3) There never was
any such authorized office as the bishop of
Rome. The New Testament authorizes a plu-



rality of elders (bishops) of equal standing
ineverychurch (Acts 14:23; Phi. 1:1; Tit. 1:5).

Thus, it is evidently clear that Peter was
not the first “bishop of Rome” or human
head of the church. But even if Peter were
the first bishop of Rome and human head of
the church, where is the Biblical authority
for other men to receive that same power?
Jesus Christ Himself selected His apostles
(Luke 6:13). It is true that a replacement was
selected for Judas Iscariot, but that was
because he fell from his office “by transgres-
sion” (Acts 1:25). When the faithful apostle
James the son of Zebedee was killed (12:1-2),
there was no human conference to select a
successor to him. And there is no authority
to select successors to any of the apostles, as
(1) there is no Biblical precedent for such (cf.
Col. 3:17); (2) apostles had to be eyewit-
nesses of the resurrected Christ (Acts 1:22);
(3) they had to be baptized in the Holy Spirit,
an event that was not to happen again by the
time Paul wrote Ephesians 4:5, in which he
noted that there was only “one baptism”—

Christian water baptism, not the Holy Spirit
baptism which enabled the apostles to fulfill
their responsibilities; and (4) they were to
remain in their exalted position as apostles
throughout the Christian age—which would
extend past their deaths until Jesus comes
again (Mat. 19:28).

The Roman Catholic Church may claim
to be “the true Church” (“The Church”), but
they certainly are not going to prove it by
what theybelieve is their strongest defense—
successionism.

Endnote

"The word for “lead about” carries the idea of

“traveling about in various directions.”
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The Great Reward
Bob Wear

There are blessings, abundant blessings,
attending the Christian’s daily life, but the
great reward is the final reward received at
the end of a faithful life.

The admonition to the Christians at Corinth
holds before them the reward.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted-

fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the

work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know

that your labour is not in vain in the Lord

(1 Cor. 15:58).

Christian friends, our labor will be re-
warded. Let us not be discouraged.

The crown of life is at the end of the way.
“Fear none of those things...be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
life” (Rev. 2:10). James writes:

Blessed is the man that endureth tempta-

tion: for when he is tried, he shall receive



the crown of life, which the Lord hath

promised to them that love him (Jam. 1:12).

Paul, the Christian, expected the crown
of righteousness. He said:

I am now ready to be offered, and the

time of my departure is at hand....there

is laid up for me a crown of righteous-

ness (2 Tim. 4 6-8).

The great reward is described as the res-
urrection of life.

Marvel not at this: for the hour is com-

ing, in the which all that are in the graves

shall hear his voice, And shall come

forth; they that have done good, unto the

resurrection of life (John 5:28-29).

The disposition of the nations at the judg-
ment is the setting for the following: “And
these shall go away into everlasting punish-
ment: but the righteous into life eternal”
(Mat. 25:46): life eternal—the great reward.

We must not lose sight of the following
facts: Ourlaborsare notinvain;iffaithful unto
death, we receive the crown of life; the crown
of righteousness is laid up for those who live
as God directed; those who die in the Lord are
raised to the resurrection of life, and at the
judgment, the righteous go into eternal life.

Deceased

The Carpenter

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire.
He told his employer-contractor of his plans
to leave the house-building business and live
a more leisurely life with his wife, enjoying
his extended family. He would miss the pay-
check, but he needed to retire. They could
get by.

The contractor was sorry to see his good
worker go and asked if he could build just
one more house as a personal favor. The car-
penter said yes, but in time it was easy to see
that his heart was not in his work. He
resorted to shoddy workmanship and used
inferior materials. It was an unfortunate way
to end a dedicated career.

When the carpenter finished the work,
the employer came to inspect the house. He
handed the front door key to the carpenter.
“Thisis your house,” he said, “my gift to you.”
The carpenter was shocked! What a shame!
If he had only known he was building his

own house, he would have done it all so
differently.

So, it is with us. We build our lives a day
atatime, often puttingless than our best into
the building. With a shock, we realize we
must live in the house we have built. If we
could do it over, we might do it much differ-
ently, but we cannot go back.

You are the carpenter. Each day you drive
a nail, place a board, or erect a wall. “Life is
a do-it-yourself project,” someone has said.
Your attitudes and the choices you make
today build the house you will live in tomor-
row. Build wisely!

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he

also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit

reap life everlasting (Gal. 6:7-8).

Author Unknown
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The Folly of Directing One’s Own Steps
Charles Pogue

Some people no doubt believe that life
would be a lot easier if they could make up
their own rules as they go along. It is the case
that alot of people do that very thing. It does
not make any difference to them that Bible
has ruled upon a thing to be false doctrine
or morally evil, if they would rather believe
alie,and rebel against the holiness described
in the Bible, that is exactly what they do.

Unfortunately for them, the Bible teaches
that man cannot conduct his life that way
and be pleasing to God. Jeremiah wrote,
“Oh, Lord, I know that the way of man is
not in himself: It is not in man that walketh
todirecthis steps” (Jer. 10:23). The wise man
Solomon, makes a similar statement when
he writes that there is a way that seems right
to a man, but it ends in death (Pro. 14:12).

The propensity of man to try to direct his
own steps is not a new thing. In the days of

the judges, every man did that which was
right in his own eyes (Jud. 17:6). Since that
was the case, there is no surprise that Israel
found itself being overwhelmed during that
period by this nation and that nation. What
was right in their own eyes was against the
law of God and they paid the consequences.

One should learn from the example of the
judges that trying to direct one’s own steps
and thereby ending up living a life that is dis-
pleasing to God, has its own disastrous con-
sequences. As the wise man wrote in the
Proverbs again, “Good understanding giveth
favour, But the way of transgressors is hard”
(Pro. 13:15). Just ask the person who has
destroyed his physical body through use of
alcohol. But, barring future obedience to
God, his worst affliction is yet to come when
God destroys both his body and soul in hell
(Mat. 10:28).



In these days (and there are those in the
church who are just as guilty as those outside
of it) many try to decide for themselves what
is right and wrong when the Bible has clearly
already ruled on the matter. Yet, if one tries
to impress such individuals with the truth,
all he meets with is resistance and the asser-
tion, “you are not my judge!” What drives
such an individual? Where does their atti-
tude come from? In many cases, it most
surely comes from a genuine lack of concern
for spiritual things in their lives. Secular
things is what matters to them, and they will
have their way regardless of what God says
about it.

A man may proceed to direct his own
steps. One may do what is right in his own

eyes. A person may believe the way he is
goingis right. There are many who have their
minds set on doing their own thing,and God
is not allowed to get a word in edgewise.
Whether such persons suffer physical con-
sequences for their sin in thislife or not, they
will suffer an eternal punishment in the fires
of hell. If one were to ask them now, is doing
what youwant to dobringing you happiness?
The answer no doubt would be, yes. How-
ever, in the flames of hell, they will open their
eyes through a flood of tears and despair for
just a finger dipped in water and touched to
their tongues. Then, the answer would, and
will be, an entirely different one.

Deceased

Paul in Corinth
Guy N. Woods

But little short of two millenniums ago,
a lonely, discouraged, and virtually impov-
erished man came to Corinth from Athens
where only moderate success had attended
hislabors to bring the good news of redemp-
tion to that famed cosmopolitan capital of
commerce of the ancient middle-eastern
world. He came alone and without previous
announcement. No official escort waited at
the gates to accompany him in triumph into
the city; no eloquent and impassioned ora-
tors were poised to speak before admiring
thousands to celebrate his coming; no herald
ran excitedly through the streets to inform
an eager populace of the arrival of a distin-
guished visitor. The sensual and worldly cit-
izens of that corrupt and wicked community

were wholly without interest in him or in the
message which he brought.

Urgent though his mission was, it could
be carried out only ifhe were to survive; stark
necessity for the body’s basic needs faced
him and it was imperative that he immedi-
ately find the means by which to sustain him-
self; consequently, Paul

found a certain Jew named Aquila, born

in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his

wife Priscilla.... And because he was of

the same craft, he abode with them, and
wrought: for by their occupation they

were tentmakers (Acts 18:2-3).

The incongruity of the greatest man of his
age toiling for daily bread is only apparent;
there was in this humble endeavor a mar-



velous demonstration of the fact that work-
ing with one’s hands at an honorable trade
is not inconsistent with deep spirituality and
profound conviction; and the independence
this provided him was to serve as a convinc-
ing factor in establishing in the minds of
those he was later to teach the purity of his
motives, the sincerity of his aims, and the
unselfishness which motivated his actions.
From this exceedingly humble and un-
pretentious base, Paul’s labors in Corinth
began. But for the nature of the message he
brought, his work there and his ultimate
departure would have gone as unnoticed as
hisarrival. It was this which was to make him
the most distinguished visitor ever to stand
in the shadow of the Parthenon or to speak
on the famed Acropolis. Greece’s golden age
produced some of the world’s wisest philoso-

“With the past, I have nothing to
do; nor with the future. I live now”
(Ralph Waldo Emerson). Why worry
about what cannot be changed from
yesterday? Why worry about what
may never come to pass tomorrow?
Why worry about the obstacle now
before you? Will worrying change it?
No—to worry is to waste time, and
time is far too precious to waste. Use
it wisely and worry has no foothold to
gain. God bless.

Tim Smith
Deceased

phers, mostastute mathematicians, eloquent
orators, and perceptive historians, but the
greatest of these pales into insignificance in
the wake of this remarkable man. The phi-
losophy of Aristotle, the orations of Demos-
thenes, the political treatises of Xenophon
and the plays of Sophocles, great though they
were, seem shallow and insipid alongside the
incomparable works of the great apostle; and
it is well within the realm of truth to say that
Greece’s contribution to the well-being of
humanity is not in her orators, her philoso-
phers and her historians but in the work
which Paul did in her midst and by means
of the language which she nurtured and pre-
served through which the Holy Spirit’s rev-
elation was made known to the world.

The sceptre has long since been wrested
from her hands and passed to others; her
famed and richly garnished temples are now
but piles of misshapen stones; her proud
navies live only in history and her influence
as a world power has long since departed.
Travelers to her lands now gaze with but
casual interest on the relics of her former
glory and a lone shepherd lad idly swings his
crook at a stalk of grass struggling upward
between fallen stones where once the busiest
travelled roads of the ancient world met, but
the great influence and the magnificent mes-
sage of him whose initial entrance into their
city was unheralded still lives-ever fresh in
immortal vigor-untouched by death or decay,
as eternal as the truth he preached or the
Being he so dearly loved and so faithfully
served.

Deceased
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The Christian Life
H. M. Phillips

The life of a Christian is to be one of
purity. His thoughts, words, and deeds are
all to be pure. When the people who claim
to be Christians learn this, then there will
be a significant change in many lives, if
indeed itis that they are not just pretending.
The Christian’s life is so well patterned after
that of the Savior that all who watch will see
the likeness. A Christian life will signifi-
cantly help the world to believe that God
sent His Son to save the world. Nothing is
more attractive and beautiful than to see the
life of the Lord lived out in human life. This
life is indeed adorning the doctrine of our
God.

Paul advised Timothy to keep himself
pure (1 Tim. 5:22). James tells of pure and
undefiled religion before God, the Father
(Jam. 1:27). And Titus 1:15 states that unto
the pure, all things are pure. This would not

mean thatjustanything a pure person would
do would be pure, but that the pure part of
life is seen in all things, rather than thinking
andbringing the impure words and thoughts
about such. Some I have known seem never
to see anything pure but always make some
remark suggestive of impurity. If your ears
are not well stopped now, you will hear
mostly the impure as most people speak. We
are in an age in which it is considered wise
to use vile language, and the Christian must
be on the watch to keep free of all such. To
listen with interest to it, or talk it, to be with
the crowd, is right.

Every Word of God is pure (Pro. 30:5).
So, if I want to have pure thoughts and think
about the purest things, just read God’s
Word, and nothing will surpass that. I need
not hunt for the place in the Word for purity,
for the wise man says every Word of God is



pure. So, if any man speaks as the oracles of
God, he will be speaking pure words, which
is why the world has gone so far in impurity.
The Word is out of the system of education,
and impurities prevail. When will we hark
back to the purest of the pure?

People’s homes are not kept pure in con-
versation today, and even children speak that
which grownups used not to dare say. Some
young folks now know more of the vulgar
side of life than Methuselah ever heard of in
his long life. Little ten or twelve-year-olds
now could fill grandpa and grandma with
such talk that it would astonish their imagi-
nation and shock their modesty, causing
them to wonder how they got that much in
soshortatime. The showsarefineinstructors
in this line, and the schools are ignoring the
Word of God; so, life consists of the fast, lust-
ful appeals of the flesh. The only hope is to
get back to the young, get a total supply of
God’s Word taught to them, and let the
coming generation grow out of what they are
in now. But that is a real job; for about the
time you get the little fellows taught the Word
of God, they begin to go to school, get it
taught out, see the shows, and get it thrown
out. So, all I know is to cry aloud and spare

not. Keep your soul free from the blood of
all men.

After all, it is a matter of purifying self;
and the Word says those who have the hope
are purifying themselves, even as he is pure
(1John 3:3). I need your help, and you need
mine in this; but, after all, it is a matter of
my doing the job of purifying myself. To be
sure, I would not know how to do this at all
if I did not go to the Word, which gives full
instructions on how to purify myself. Let me
study that every day and faithfully meditate
onit,and practice whatit teaches. Then I may
have the hope of being pure. The Lord is our
standard, and the Word is our guide to fol-
low: No one needs to put off doing this right
away, but since we are already behind now,
let us get busy and redeem the time.

Sure, I grant you that some are pure, and
it is a source of joy and comfort to be with
them and draw closer to the Lord. Pure people
delight in associating with pure people and
trying to get the impure to be purer but hold
your footing as you pull up, lest you slip in
the impure. Keep your heart, bridle your
tongue, and buffet your body, and maybe you
will be what you ought to be for God.

Deceased

Go Teach All
Jack Hardcastle

Jesus had finished His work on the earth,
and He was ready for the story to be told. In
Matthew 28:18-20, He revealed Himself as
the one with all authority, and gave to His
disciples his world-wide plan for enlisting

men and women of all nations under His
banner.

The plan is very simple. People are to be
taught. It is the mind of man to which Jesus
appeals,anditisthe mind that mustbe brought



into subjection to Christ. Therefore, the Lord’s
plan is to teach all nations the facts, require-
ments, and promises of the Gospel and give
all an opportunity to accept or reject Christ.
“But,” one asks, “how can we reach the
people in Africa and India to teach them?”
Those who ask such questions are usually
victims of a spiritual hyperopia. They are
blind to the condition of the man across the
street, but they long to save the man across

the sea. I am not indifferent to foreign mis-
sionary work, but I realize that it is impossi-
ble for most members of the church to go
into foreign fields. For those who have diffi-
culty deciding just where and with whom to
begin, may I suggest the woman across the
backyard fence or the man who rides to work
with you. Why not study ways and means of
getting the Gospel to them?

Deceased

Live to Serve
Bob Wear

Christ said, concerning Himself and His
mission: “The Son of man came not tobe min-
istered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many” (Mat 20:28). We must
be guided and inspired by this example. There
is no way to remove the idea of service from
the Christian way of thought and action. We
who wear the name Christian must live to
serve. We must render service to God and
each other (not only to the brotherhood but
to all men).

Our service must be properly motivated.
The divine admonition is:

Let all that ye do be done in love (1 Cor.

16:14).

For ye, brethren, were called for free-

dom; only use not your freedom for an

occasion to the flesh, but through love be

servants one to another (Gal. 5:13).

Our service must be motivated by love.

Service is the measure of true greatness.
We read:

But Jesus called them unto him, and said,

Ye know that the rulers of the Gentiles

lord it over them, and their great ones ex-

ercise authority over them. Not so shall it

be among you [the apostles]: but whoso-

ever would become great among you

shall be your minister [servant]; and
whosoever would be first among you
shall be your servant [bondservant] (Mat.

20:25-27).

Godrequires us to do the best we can with
what we have. This principle is clearly ex-
pressed in the following: The multitude was
castingmoneyinto the treasury. Therich cast
in much and a poor widow came with a very
small amount. Jesus said that she gave more
than the rich because she gave all she had,
even all herliving, while the rich gave of their
superfluity (Mark 12:41-44).

In this life of service, we serve Christ
through serving one another (Mat. 25:31-
46).

It is through a life of service as Christians
that we lay up treasures in heaven.

Deceased
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Unity in Jesus
J. Noel Meredith

There is a lot of talk these days about
“unity” The Bible teaches that there is unity
in Christ for those who are obedient believ-
ers. Jesus prayed for the unity of believers in
the shadow of the cross. Those who walk in
the light have fellowship with Christ and one
another. The Lord’s church is vastly different
from the ecumenical movements of men.
Men’s movements can and will fall apart and
fail—manylong for fellowship. However sin-
cere, the desire for fellowship cannot erase
the doctrinal differences that exist in the
world. Only a sincere return to the authority
of the Bible and obedience to the Gospel of
Christ can bring about Biblical unity.

Aloose gathering of denominationsis but
a gathering of differences. There is no real
unity this way. Unity in diversity is not the
one Lord, one faith, one baptism of the New
Testament. As long as men have false and

distorted concepts of the Gospel, we cannot
have the unity for which Jesus prayed.

Some misguided men claim the churches
of Christ are now sectarian. They think we
left our moorings years ago and are now sec-
tarian because we preach the one Lord, one
faith, one baptism. They say they have
repented of being this way and give a call to
arms to challenge the church’s present
stance. Such men repudiate their parents,
their Bible teachers, and their own preaching
of the past. But above all, they run counter
to the Bible. The ecumenical jargon of some
of our own who gloss over any concern for
doctrine is disappointing.

We do not hesitate to affirm that there is
one church in the Bible and that Jesus Christ
is its only head. People who are taught the
wrong doctrine cannot be baptized right. We
are to carry out the Great Commission to



the best of our ability. In doing that, we are
to preach the Gospel to a lost world. If we
do not believe we are right, why preach to
the lost? We are not to preach doubts; we are
to preach the Gospel of Christ.

The authority in religion, of course is the
Bible. We get our authority from the Bible.

There are brilliant minds in all the denomi-
nations. They do not see the Bible alike for
many reasons. Some question the authority
of God and wish to impose their own. Others
love the praise of men more than the praise
of God. Let us not be like them.

Deceased

The Voice of Conscience Is Not the Voice of God
Gayle Oler

It is not so that the “voice of conscience
is the voice of God” Conscience is often
wrong, but God never is. This statement has
so often been made that it has found itself
in quotation marks in modern writings and
has probably come to be considered as Scrip-
ture by some.

The plain fact is that the voice of con-
science is frequently the voice of the devil.
When men follow (only) their consciences,
they differ as widely as the poles. Trying to
go to Heaven a hundred different ways and
under every kind of name, they all declare
that they follow the guidance of conscience.
But there is only one way to Heaven, “And
in none other is there salvation: for neither
is there any other name under heaven, that
is given among men, wherein we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).

« Conscience says, “One way is as good
as another;” but God says, “Stand ye in the
ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where
is the good way; and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls” (Jer. 6:16). Con-
science is wrong, but the Bible is right.

« Conscience says, “Join the church of
your choice” God says, “Yea, they have

chosen their own ways, and their soul
delighteth in their abominations: I also will
choose their delusions, and will bring their
fears upon them” (Isa. 66:3-4).

» Conscience will agree that it is all right
to wear names, choose churches and doc-
trines, and different kinds of worship and
life, and that one’s choice is about all to be
considered. God says, “they did that which
was evilin mine eyes, and chose that wherein
I delighted not” (66:4).

« Conscience subordinates the will and
way of God and consults only the mind and
preference of man. God never intended that
man should use his conscience as a criterion
in religion. Jesus Christ is our guide. “Unto
him shall ye hearken” (Acts 3:22).

No inspired writer ever condoned this
“church of your choice” idea or ever voiced
one slight approval of the doctrine that one
church is as safe as another. The doctrines
of “many ways to Heaven,” “nothing in a
name,” and that everyone ought to join the
church of his choiceisafar cryfrom the voice
of God. It is the plain voice of the devil.

Any conscience that will approve of wear-
ing a name God has not given, in a church



He has not planted, and of worshipping in a
way He has not commanded leads a man to
do that wherein God delights not.

There was a time when Paul thought the
voice of conscience was the voice of God and
admitted that he had lived before God in all
good conscience (23:1). After he learned
better, he confessed that he was the chief of
sinners while faithfully following the dic-
tates of his conscience (1 Tim. 1:15).

Everybody is doing it, so I guess it is all
right, is the voice of conscience. A big crowd
in religion cannot be wrong to such a mind.
I know I am saved because I feel perfectly sat-

isfied is the way the conscience talks that has
completely ignored the Word of God.

That kind of conscience approves the use
of instrumental music in the worship and
infant sprinkling in practice. It approves the
use of an unscriptural name and church. It
is the very instrument that got the Israelites
in trouble with God. “They hearkened not,
nor inclined their ear, but walked in their
own counsels and in the stubbornness of
their evil heart, and went backward, and not
forward” (Jer. 7:24). It is wiser to follow the
Word of the living God than the fallible dic-
tates of conscience. Which do you follow?

Deceased

Who Will Know?

A Christian boy away at college was con-
fronted with temptation. He continued to
push away from it. Some of his fellow-stu-
dents pressed him to yield. One of them, in
exasperation, said, “Come onand doit! Who
will know the difference?”

He answered, “I will know, God will
know, my Christian friends will know, and
when Christ comes, everyone will know.
Sorry fellows, but you will have to count me
out”

Good answer! Who will know?

I Will Know. This is sufficient reason to
shun evil even if it is certain no one else will
ever know. So, I need to conduct myself in
such a way that I can lay down at night with
a clear conscience and look myself in the
mirror in the morning without shame.

God Will Know. Job said, “If I sin, then
thou markest me” (10:14). Joseph looked

temptation square in the face and refused
to yield. He said, “how then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?”
(Gen. 39:9). I cannot do anything that He
does not see.

My Christian Friends Will Know. They
may not know of my particular sin, but they
will be aware of my loss of influence. The
church is one body, and no member can sin
without harming the whole body. When I
sin, I weaken the church.

When Christ Comes Everyone Will
Know. He “will bring to light the hidden
things of darkness” (1 Cor. 4:5). If I sin today,
I must suffer for it tomorrow.

Wise is the person who determines tolive
a righteous life and, regardless of pressure,
“holds to his way”

Author Unknown
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Condensed Facts About the Kingdom, or Church
C. D. Plum

The kingdom and church used synony-
mously (Mat. 16:18-19):

1. The Lord’s table was to be in His king-
dom (Luke 22:30).

2. The church at Corinth had the Lord’s
table (1 Cor. 10:21).

Prophecies concerning the kingdom:

1. “It shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2:44).

2. Kingdom belongs to Christ. All peo-
ple should serve Him (Dan. 7:13-14).

3. It should be established at Jerusalem
(Isa. 2:1-3).

The kingdom was near when Jesus was

on earth:

1. John the Baptist preached it was “at
hand” (Mat. 3:2).

2. Jesus preached the kingdom was “at
hand” (4:17).

3. The twelve apostles preached it was
“at hand” (10:7).

4. The seventy preached the kingdom
was “nigh” (Luke 10:9).

The Lord was to establish this kingdom,
or church (Psa. 127:1).

The Lord said He would build it (Mat.
16:18).

The Lord did build it (Heb. 8:2; Acts 2:47).

A group of Scriptures that prove the Lord
established this kingdom, or church, at Jeru-
salem, on the first Pentecostafter Christ’sres-
urrection, in AD 33:

Isa. 2:1-3; Luke 24:49; Mark 9:1; Mat.

16:28; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 36.

A group of facts to show the kingdom, or
church, was in existence in the days of the
apostles:

1. John, the apostle, was in this king-

dom in AD 96 (Rev. 1:9).
2. Timothy was a part of the house of
God in AD 65 (1 Tim. 3:15).



3. People were being translated into this
kingdom in AD 64 (Col. 1:13).

4. Christians were eating at the Lord’s
table, in His kingdom, in ad 59 (Luke
22:30; 1 Cor. 10:21).

5. The church was active in ad 45 (Acts
13:1; 14:27).

6. Great persecution was against the
church in AD 34 (Acts 8:1).

7. Great fear was upon the church in Ap
33 (Acts 5:11).

God'’s Plan of Salvation

Hear ..., Romans 10:17
BelieVe ... Mark 16:16
Repent ......oeenmeceenecerseeeeeeeeeenne Luke 13:3,5
Confess......uvrveeerrerrerrerrenenn. Romans 10:9-10
BaptiSm .....coeeereeeeeeeeineniecreeneennne Acts 2:38
Be Faithful............uu...... 1 Corinthians 15:58

8. People were being added to the
church in AD 33 (Acts 2:37-47).

A falling away predicted:

1. Some would depart from the faith
(1 Tim. 4:1-3).

2. The man of sin was thereby revealed
(2 The. 2:1-10).

3. The pope and Vatican in prophesy—
he shall come to an end (Dan. 11:45).

After the Dark Ages comes a revival of

Christianity:

1. The pure seed, the Word of God, was
resown (Luke 8:11).

2. This seed was received in honest and
good hearts, obeyed, and pure Chris-
tianity began on this earth again (Luke
8:15). Those foremost in this reforma-
tion were Stone and the Campbells.

Deceased

What Religion Are You?
Dub Mowery

Probably at one time or another, we have
allbeen asked: “Whatis your religion?” Well,
how would you answer the question? In
1956, while in the military Boot Camp of the
Coast Guard at Cape May, New Jersey, I was
asked by a Petty Officer if I was Catholic,
Protestant, or Jewish? I stated, “None of
them, I am a Christian, in the church of
Christ” He said I had to be one of them, and
I again stated I was not any of them. For
example, to be a Protestant indicates I am
with a group that broke off from the Roman
Catholic Church. The church of Christ is
older than the Roman Catholic Church.

However, there is a sense in which I am all
three—the term catholic means universal,
the church of Christ is the universal church
in which Jesus promised to build (Mat.
16:18). Weare protestantsinasense we speak
out against religious doctrinal error,
immorality, and sin. We are Jewish in a spir-
itual sense, not requiring us to be physical
Jews (Rom. 2:28-29). The church of our Lord
is spiritual Israel (9:6-8). They still put
“Protestant” on my identification metal tag
that those in the military must wear on a
chain around their neck. Those tags are
called “dog tags”



In reality, there is only one true religion.
All others which claim to be a religion are
false religions. False religions include
denominations that profess Christas the Son
of God. The term religion means “ligion” to
bind, and the prefix “re” means again. Their
use in reference to God and man means to
bind man back to God. Our God does not
need to be brought back unto man, but lost
humanity needs to be brought back unto
Him. Itistobereconciled, tobe broughtback
into harmony with God (2 Cor. 5:18-21).

Other than the church of Christ, all other
Churches which profess Christianity are

denominations, including the Roman
Catholic Church. A denomination is a sect!
In the first century, those ignorant of true
Christianity referred to the Lord’s church as
a sect, which is the same as a heresy (Acts
24:5;28:22;24:14). A sector heresyisa group
split off from a larger established group. The
church of Christ did not break off from any
other church which professes Christianity.
Neither was it a sect of the Jewish religion,
aswere the Phariseesand the Sadducees. Our
Lord’s church is complete within itself, not
a part of the redeemed—it is the redeemed.

Deceased

Sincerity Rocks!

Is sincerity all that matters?

Flight Attendant: “I'm sorry, but you are
on the wrong plane. You want to go to
Atlanta, but this plane is going to Chicago.”

Passenger: “Don’t bother me with such
matters. I sincerely believed I was getting
onthe Atlanta flight, so what difference does
it make? If a person is sincere in what he
believes, that’s all that matters.”

Doctor: “I'm sorry to tell you, but we
couldn’t save your husband. Those pills he
took were toxic when combined with other
medications he was taking.”

Wife: “But he can’t be dead. He was sin-
cere in thinking he could take the sleeping
pills, so he can’t be dead. Besides, one pill
is as good as another”

Dermatologist: “Sir, that growth on
your arm is malignant, and unless its
removed it will kill you”

Patient: “Are you trying to alarm me,
doc?Ibelieveit’sjusta minor blemish. None
of my folks every had a mole removed. I feel
fine”

Gospel Preacher: “Friend, the way you
are traveling is not the way of Truth revealed
in the Bible. I implore you to obey the
Gospel and become a Christian before it’s
too late”

Millions of People: “Don’t be so narrow-
minded and judgmental. My folks were
saved by saying the sinner’s prayer and were
members of the church, so it’s good
enough for me. What difference does it
make, as long as you're sincere? One church
is as good as another. As long as a person
feels his religion is right, that’s what matters.
Don’t bother me. I'm satisfied.”

Author Unknown
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

f Sick \

Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Paulette Born in the death of her
sister, Geraldine Powell, on April
24. Please keep Paulette and her
family in your prayers.

Please Remember
May 2
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
May 9
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
May 16
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
May 16
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/

\ classes.html /
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Godly Mothers
Brad Green

Every child should be so blessed as to be
raised by a godly mother. Though many in
the world desire to have the government
raise their children via the public school
system, and many in the religious world
expect the leadership of the church they
attend to train them, a godly mother knows
that it is within the home that a child should
be nurtured. “Children, obey your parents
in the Lord: for this is right.... And, ye
fathers...bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:1, 4). The
psalmist states that the godly mother is a
“joyful mother” who takes pride in her home
and takes care of her children (Psa. 113:9).
A godly mother will also teach her children
the way of the Lord (Pro. 1:8; 6:20; 2 Tim.
1:5). Though there is nothing wrong with
playing sports or being athletic, many par-

ents misplace far too much of their priorities
on training their children to be superstars
and far too little emphasis on training them
to be faithful children of God. Some parents
get caught up in worldly popularity and lead
their children down the same wayward path.
A godly mother will set her “affection on
things above, not on things on the earth”
(Col. 3:2). A godly mother will have no
greater joy than to know that her children
are obedient to God.

The father of the righteous shall greatly

rejoice: And he that begetteth a wise

child shall have joy of him. Thy father

and thy mother shall be glad, And she

that bare thee shall rejoice (Pro. 23:24-25).

We are most thankful for our godly moth-
ers and appreciate their work in the King-
dom of Christ. Happy Mother’s Day.

Lenoir City, TN



Does the Use of Psallo Command the Use of

Mechanical Instruments of Music in Worship?
Ken Chumbley

There are those who would seek to justify
the use of instrumental music in worship by
insisting that the Greek word Psallo de-
mands the use of the instrument. In other
words, it is commanded and thus to please
God we must do all that God implies by the
use of the word, just as we must do all that
is commanded in the word translated bap-
tism. This argument is erroneous linguisti-
cally, textually, and rationally. The following
is a quotation from a book written by M. C.
Kurfees in reviewing a book by O. E. Payne,
under the title, “Psallo” This quote shows
that it is absurd that God would require the
use of the instrument and thus the argument
is not rational.

Moreover, this position on psallo is not

only contrary to the word of God, but it is

contrary to every dictate of both reason
and righteousness. As clearly revealed in
the Scriptures, our Heavenly Father not
only has the inset, sympathetic consider-
ation for the humblest and poorest of his
children, but it is distinctly declared that
“righteousness and justice are the foun-
dation of his throne” (Ps. 97:2); and
hence it is a matter for the profoundest
gratitude that the humblest band of his
children, no matter how poor, may still
provide the loaf and fruit of the vine,
pray, exhort and sing his praises accept-
ably without the expense of an organ, pi-
ano, lyre, violin, or some such
instrument; and yet the book here under

review says and displays it on its title page
with repeated emphasis in the body of the
book, that “it is impossible” for them to
do it! I meet this unjust reflection upon
the Author of the worship, which is for
the poor as well as the rich, by saying that
to stipulate such a condition in a system
of worship which is designed for all
classes, all places, all circumstances, and
all conditions of the people universally, is
contrary to every principle of justice, rea-
son, and righteousness the ancient chil-
dren of God (regardless of poverty
conditions and other circumstances, had
been required to duplicate in different
places and under all circumstances) after
the manner of New Testament local
churches, the ponderous system of the
Jewish tabernacle and temple worship
with the latter’s instruments of music, it
would not only have been wholly imprac-
tical, but a serious reflection upon the
justice and wisdom of its Author; but the
tabernacle was portable and the temple
worship was restricted to one place, and
the expenses in both cases were borne by
the whole nation. But the law regulating
worship under the Christian system re-
quires Christians, in any and all localities
wherever they may live, to assemble
themselves together for the worship of
God; and yet the book here under review
conspicuously proclaims on its title page
and repeatedly emphasizes the doctrine
in the body of the volume that “it is im-
possible” for a band of Christian to con-



duct this worship acceptably, so far as the
command in psallo is concerned, until
the procure an organ, piano, lyre, violin,
or some such instrument of worship! The
position is utterly preposterous and ab-

surd in the extreme, and if all circum-
stances regardless of poverty conditions
would be strong presumptive evidence
that the passage never came from God.
Deceased

Good Housekeeping

The prophet Isaiah addressed the follow-
ing statement to King Hezekiah of Judah:
“Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in
order: for thou shalt die, and not live” (Isa.
38:1).

Death plays no favorites; his sickle cuts
down the king on the throne and the slave
working in a field. It claims the elderly on
thebed of pain and suffering, butit also takes
a tragic toll on young people as well, for the
young die, too. In the “democracy of death”
all men are equal. The rich man is divested
of his wealth, Lazarus leaves behind his rags
(Luke 16:19-31), and every person gives
account of himself to Christ (2 Cor. 5:10).
Surely, every sensible, and intelligent person

The Time You Own

The clock is wound but once,
And no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop,
At late or early hour.

Now is the only time you own.
Live, love, toil with a will;
Place no faith in tomorrow, for
The clock may then be still.
Author Unknown

needs to give consideration to this challeng-
ing command: “Set thine house in order: for
thou shalt die, and not live”

Ironically, those who are best prepared to
die are also most fit to live. Millions spend
theirlives in pursuit of sinful pleasures, with-
out ever giving a thought to “setting their
houses in order.” Jesus once described a cer-
tain man who said to himself, “take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee” (Luke 12:19-20). Such
fools have always been plentiful. One may
say, “There is no God” (Psa. 14:1), while an-
other says, “God is dead.” All such continue
to “make a mock at sin” (Pro. 14:9). The way
of every fool is right in his own eyes (12:15).
The drunkard tries to justify his drunken-
ness, the adulterer his infidelity, the thief his
dishonesty, and the liar his falsehoods.

Isaiah gave a remedy for such sinners:

Let the wicked forsake his way, And the

unrighteous man his thoughts: And let

him return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him; And to our God,

for he will abundantly pardon (Isa. 55:7).

Let each one of us set our houses in order
by obeying the Gospel (2 The. 1:7-9), and
keep them in order (1 Cor. 15:58).

Author Unknown
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Some New Things of Christianity
Don Tarbet

People of all ages enjoy getting new things.
In religion, some are constantly seeking
something new or different. Things that orig-
inate with men (religions, movements, ideas,
or doctrines) are vain (Mat. 15:9). The only
true and valid new things are those that
began on Pentecost some 2000 years ago.
They are still in effect and will remain new
until the end of the world. These “new things”
should thrill our souls to serve God.

First, there is a new covenant. A new
covenant was foretold in the old covenant
(Jer. 31:31). The old covenant was broken by
Israel (31:32). God brought the old covenant
to an official end at the cross when Jesus died
(Col. 2:14). The new covenant went into effect
after Christ’s death—providing a new way to
God (Heb. 9:15-17; 10:9f, 15-20).

Second, there is a new church. The old
church consisted of the Israelites in the

wilderness during the Mosaical age (Acts
7:38, KJV). The old covenant governed the
old church. Moses was its mediator and law-
giver (Gal. 3:19; John 1:17). The new church
consists of all the saved in the world (Mat.
16:18; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38,40-41,47). The
new covenant governs the new church.
Christ is its mediator and lawgiver (John
1:17; 1 Tim. 2:5).

Third, thereisa newbirth. The old church
was entered by a fleshly birth (Heb. 8:10-11).
The Israelites were born into a covenant rela-
tionship with God. They had to be taught to
know their God after they were already in
the family of Israel. The new church is
entered by the spiritual birth (John 3:1-7).
In the new birth, one learns of God before
becoming a child of God (6:45). The Word
of truth produces the new birth (1 Pet. 1:22-
23).



Fourth, there is a new life. The old life
before conversion is sinful (Eph. 2:1; Col.
3:9-10). The new life begins at the new birth
when one enters the new church by obeying
the new covenant (Rom. 6:3-6; 8:10-14;
2 Cor. 5:17). The new man has new thoughts
and motives (Mat. 5:8; Phi. 4:8). The new
man has new ways, new habits, and new
friends.

Fifth, there is a new name. Under the old
covenant, God was honored in the name
“Israel,” with the el at the end referring to
God. Now, we have a “new name” that gives
honor to Christ our Savior, in the name
Christian, which includes the name Christ
(Isa. 62:2; Acts 11:18, 26; 1 Pet. 4:16). Sadly,
most religious people in the world that claim
Jesus is their savior prefer to wear another
(denominational) name above and before

the name Christian. This does not honor
Christ (John 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:10).

Sixth, there is a new residence. The Jews
of old dwelt in the physical land of Canaan,
with Jerusalem as its center. Christians are
but pilgrims here, with real citizenship in
heaven, with spiritual Jerusalem as its eternal
city (Heb. 11:13-14; 1 Pet. 2:11; Phi. 3:20—cf.
ASV); Rev. 21:1).

Conclusion

These “new things” are not something we
have made new but are those things God has
made new that began in the first century and
will always be new for the Gospel age. God
wants everyone to be a part of it and to enjoy
His blessings. These new things are truly ex-
citing for honest hearts.

Denison, TX

One Gospel—One Church

The institution that our Lord loved to the
uttermost; that He died for and shed His pre-
cious blood to purchase, exists today. It is
known by no proper name, butitisidentified
by a Scriptural term—church of Christ. This
term is inspired and fully describes the beau-
tiful relationship between the two (Acts
20:28; Rom. 16:16; Acts 2:47; Eph. 1:22-23;
2:13).

As some would have us believe, it is not
sectarian to emphasize that Jesus Christ will
save only those who are faithful members of
the church of Christ. The truth of the matter
is that Jesus has never promised to save
anyone in heaven unless first they gain for-
giveness of past sins and live faithful lives in

His church (Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23, 27; Col.
1:18, 24). Hence, the Gospel of Christ, God’s
saving power, can produce nothing but the
church of Christ (Mark 16:15-16; Rom.
1:16).

When accountable people come to know
and thereby believe that Jesus of Nazareth is
the Son of God through the infallible evi-
dence revealed by God’s inerrant Word, they
must then turn from their sins in penitence
(Luke 8:11; Heb. 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:16; 4:2; Rom.
10:17; 1 Cor. 15:1-7; Acts 2:38; 17:30).
Having thus acted, they are to confess Christ
as Savior and be buried with Christ in the
watery grave of baptism to obtain forgive-
ness of sins, and in doing so, be added by the



Lord to His church (Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:10;
6:3-4; Col.2:12; Gal. 3:26-27; 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts
2:41,47). All who refuse to obey Jesus in the
manner mentioned above are not Christians
and remain outside of the church of Christ—
the realm of the saved.

While there are more identifying marks
of the church of Christ than a Scriptural des-
ignation and the Lord’s plan of salvation, no
religious group can be the Lord’s church that
doesnotteachand practice the truthjust pre-
sented (2 John 9-11).

Human churches do not teach the Gospel
of Christ, and therefore they are not the
church of Christ. When a person is baptized
and immediately involves himself in a false
religion, that person is an erring child of
God. He needs to repent, come out of the sin
and worship and work with faithful children
of God. That is not hard to understand,
although some attempt to make it so.

In a recent visit with a young man in a
business matter, I was asked if I knew two
men. Both were members of the church, one
apreacher, the otherasongleader. Theyoung
man was quite complimentary of both and
informed me that the song leader had bap-
tized him. The sad part about the whole con-

God’s Plan of Salvation
Hear ..., Romans 10:17
BELEVE ..o Mark 16:16
ReEPENL .couurrrrrmrcririeceeimeseriinecnes Luke 13:3,5
(010) 11 1= T Romans 10:9-10
BaptiSm ..., Acts 2:38
Be Faithful.................... 1 Corinthians 15:58

versation was that the young man had earlier
told me that he was a member of a denomi-
nation (Faith Fellowship or something like
that). He still was thrilled about his baptism
and seemingly held the preacher and song
leader in high esteem. Our conversation was
interrupted, and I never got a chance to ask
him why he had chosen to become a part of
adenomination. Assuming from the conver-
sation that he was sincere, why was he now
in a denomination, happy with his baptism
and still high on the song leader and the
preacher? Realizing that there could be many
reasons as to why he had left the faith, one
thing is certain; he did not understand bap-
tism, the Lord’s church, or their relationship.

Let it be emphasized again that there
could be several reasons why the young man
had united with a human church. But one
possibility is that he was never taught cor-
rectly relative to the Gospel, the church, and
their relationship.

We can expect the denominations to be
mean and belittle the Gospel and the church.
That has always been. But when members
become ashamed of the distinctive New Tes-
tament teaching on “one baptism” and “one
church” or, for that matter, any other Biblical
doctrine, apostasy has begun!

Brethren, we can bring ourselves to these
errors as mentioned earlier or teach and
defend the truth as it is revealed in the Bible
(Jude 3; Phi. 1:17: Gal. 2:15, 11: Acts 15:1-2).
The love of God requires no more and
expects no less (1 John 2:3-6; Rev. 2:10).

Author Unknown
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond

Please Remember
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May 16
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held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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Together in Unity
Tim Smith

Psalm 133:1 “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together
in unity”

The picture of the first century church is
indeed a beautiful one, despite the backdrop
of bloodshed and persecution against which
it is cast. The brethren were fully devoted to
the Lord,and asaresult of that devotion, they
were also fully committed to each other in
the kingdom. The words of our text describe
the “ideal” situation for us as Christians, a
dwelling together, an abiding, a walking in
harmony with each other and the Lord. Let
us consider a few of the areas wherein the
first followers of the King in His Kingdom
enjoyed unity.

They Were United with
Respect to Their Possessions

In Acts 4:32 we read, “And the multitude

of them that believed were of one heart and

of one soul: neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he possessed was
his own; but they had all things common.”
In a time of great persecution, with the
hatred of the Jews raging against her, the
church of the Lord treated properly the
things of this world. We love not this world
(cf. 1 John 2:15-17), and yet still we live in
the world and have need of the provisions
thereof. This being so, when the brethren
were destitute of those necessities of life,
those provisions without which life isimpos-
sible, their better supplied brothers and sis-
ters came to their aid. It has, from the begin-
ning, been a steadfast rule of the Lord that
we look out for one another: “As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto
all men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). When James
commanded that we practice pure religion,



he indicated that pure religion visits (cares
for the needs of) the widows and orphans
(cf.,, Jam. 1:27). There was no spirit of better
versus worse due to financial standing then,
they were united in the area of possessions.
Could the same be said of us?

They Were United with

Respect to Their Thoughts
We are often so commanded, and this is

a command which was designed to not only
tell us what to do, but to reflect what we nat-
urally do as men and women who respect
the authority of the Will of God. Paul told
the Romans to “Be of the same mind one
toward another” (Rom. 12:16). In this com-
mand is the idea of a common source for our
thoughts, a common well from which we all
draw. We will think alike only to the extent
that we respect alike a common “thought-
source,” and that source is the Word of God.
The thoughts of the Philippian brethren were
very important to Paul, who wrote to them:
“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded,
having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind” (Phi. 2:2). He was thankful for
their “one mind,” would he be the same upon
considering our mind?

They Were United with

Respect to Their Actions

What we do matters before the Lord, and

there is a right way and a wrong way of doing
all things. We seek unity, we seek peace, we
seek to please the Lord, but to realize these
things we mustactin harmony with His Will,
knowing that “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, But the end thereof are the
waysof death” (Pro. 14:12). Paul commanded

the Roman brethren concerning unity of
action, writing: “Let us therefore follow after
the things which make for peace, and things
wherewith one may edify another” (Rom.
14:19). We act in unison when we “follow
after” a common desire, a common way of
life. The command s clear to the Corinthians:
“Be perfect [complete, mature], be of good
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and
the God of love and peace shall be with you”
(2 Cor. 13:11). Using conversation to mean
“manner of life,” Paul told the Philippians:

Only let your conversation be as it be-

cometh the gospel of Christ: that whether

I come and see you, or else be absent, I

may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast

in one spirit, with one mind striving to-

gether for the faith of the gospel (Phi.

1:27).

How did they accomplish this unity of
action? Consider: “let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing. Brethren,
be followers together of me, and mark them
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample”
(3:16-17). Are we so walking?

They Were United with
Respect to Their Teachings and Beliefs

It matters what we teach and believe! The
idea that doctrine is unimportant is simply
not Biblical, it is wrong. Hear Paul’s impas-
sioned plea in his first letter to Corinth:

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye

all speak the same thing, and that there

be no divisions among you; but that ye

be perfectly joined together in the

same mind and in the same judgment

(1 Cor. 1:10).

We cannot be “of the same mind and judg-



ment” if we do not think, believe, and teach
alike. Since all that we do is to be done by
the authority of the Lord (cf. Col. 3:17), and
since “God is not the author of confusion”
(1 Cor. 14:33), when we act by His authority
we will of necessity teach and believe alike.
We are to ever endeavor “to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph.
4:3). So long as men respect the authority of
other men over and above that of the Lord,
religious division will exist, and the beauti-
ful prayer of the Lord will not be realized:
“That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me” (John 17:21). Do we be-
lieve and teach alike?
They Were United with

Respect to Their Purposes, or Motives

Their sole reason for existing was to
please the Lord and glorify Him through His

Son: “Unto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world with-
out end. Amen” (Eph. 3:21). What higher or
more noble motivation is there? Paul told the
Romans:

Now the God of patience and consolation

grant you to be likeminded one toward

another according to Christ Jesus: That ye
may with one mind and one mouth glo-
rify God, even the Father of our Lord Je-

sus Christ (Rom. 15:5-6).

They were not out to advance themselves,
and they did not attend worship services to
see or be seen of men; they were sincere and
devout, they had their hearts in the right
places and therefore their actions followed
suit. Could the same be said of us?

“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another, love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). Let us
endeavor to be united in the Lord!

Deceased

What Can We Do to Prevent Apostasy?
B. C. Carr

1. We need to appoint and support faithful
elders who will properly oversee the
flock (Acts 20:28-32).

2. We need to be busy now training other
leaders to take their place. Consider
Joshua’s training and the influence he
wielded (Jos. 24:31).

3. We need to learn again proper respect
for the Word of God (Psa. 119:9-16). We
must teach this to our children (Deu.
6:4-9).

4. 'We must vaccinate against the errors of

our day by exposing all false teacher—
even if this means being negative (Acts
20:29-32; 2 Tim. 4:1-5).

5. We must indoctrinate each generation.
It is right to teach doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16;
2 John 9-11).

6. We need to pray fervently for elders and
preachers (Jam. 5:16).

7. We must be set for the defense of the
Gospel (Phi. 1:17).

Deceased
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

f Sick \

Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis

Tim Busch Karen Diamond

Freda Smith (hospital)

Linda Ness (Pam Busch’s sister)

Shane Norris (Bill & Pam Busch’s
nephew)

Placed Membership
Karl Vance placed membership with
the Bellview congregation on May
16. An update to the Members’
Directory will be available soon.

Please Remember
June 6
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
June 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.

-
YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/

classes.html
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Some Things Not Found in the Church of Christ
G. E. Woods

Many things are done in the name of reli-
gion, the authority for which is not found in
the New Testament. The church of Christ
proposes to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as
the authority in all religious matters; hence,
some things are done in the name of religion
in which we simply cannot engage. For this,
we are accused by other religious bodies as
narrow-minded and uncooperative. Even at
the risk of such charges being true, we must
obey God rather than man. While it is pleas-
ant to be in full fellowship with those with
whom we come in contact, it is yet far better
to be on favorable terms with the heavenly
Father, and this we cannot do without sub-
mitting to Hiswillinall things. So, we humbly
try to do Bible things in Bible ways, for the
Word of God in the manner of the mind of
God makingitselfknown to the mind of men.

While some religious bodies try for pomp
and splendor in their services, in the churches
of Christ, some practices are conspicuous by
their absence. One could not attend a service
without being impressed with the simplicity
of the same. We have no desire or intention
of making a bid for the world’s support or
praise by getting away from the simplicity of
the Gospel of Christ. We believe the church
of Christ commends itself to the world for
consideration not only for the things it stands
for but also because of the things it refrains
from engaging in. We note some things not
found in the church of Christ:

There are no mechanical instruments of
music. A visitor familiar with the usual prac-
tice of accompaniment in the singing of most
religious services would immediately notice
the absence of such in the Gospel singing at
a service of the church of Christ. The Lord



has commanded singing—not playing—in
New Testament worship. “Speaking to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). Christ never
mentioned mechanical instruments of music;
no apostle ever sanctioned their use; no New
Testament writer ever commanded their use;
no apostolic church ever used mechanical
instruments in its singing. These seem good
and sufficient reasons to exclude them from
our services today.

There are no humanly organized mis-
sionary societies. While our Lord was upon
the earth, He charged His followers to
“preach the gospel to every creature” The
church is to be “the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). It then is to uphold the
truth. No other institution is charged with
the responsibility for preaching the Gospel
to the world. Any organization smaller or
larger than the congregation cannot exist
with the Lord’sapproval to preach the Gospel.
The church of Jesus Christ is obligated to
evangelize the world to fulfill its God-given
mission. Which is heaven’s order, and we
cannot improve upon it. To attempt to do so
isfatal. The churchisthe Lord’s great mission-
ary institution for converting the world to
Christ. To organize an institution, separate
and apart from the church, is to go beyond
whatis written. The safe course is to do things
the Lord’s way.

There are no shows, no sales, no suppers
for the purpose of raising money to finance
the work of the church. The divine plan of
Christian giving is clearly set forth: “Upon

the first day of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered
him, that there be no gatherings when I
come” (1 Cor. 16:2). When we contribute our
means on the first day of the week as the Lord
commands, the church will have sufficient
fundsto carryonits work on the earth. When
men resort to unscriptural practices to raise
money, they bring reproach upon the church
and themselves the Lord’s displeasure. There
is no better way of doing anything than the
Lord’s way. In the churches of Christ, no col-
lections are made except at the regular ser-
vices on the Lord’s day. The church is not in
the begging business. It depends upon its
members and solicits no funds from out-
siders.

Preachers are not called “Reverend,’
“Rabbi,” or “Father” We have no God-given
right to honor men by calling them “Rev-
erend.” The word occurs only once in the
Scriptures, and then it refers to God. The Bible
states, “Be ye not called Rabbi,” and “Call no
man father upon the earth” When one wears
such titles, he does so in the face of Scriptural
prohibition. Among the churches of Christ,

When Joseph became the ruler of
Egypt, his high office did not spoil him.
There were certain standards of official
dignity that he had to comply with, but
he did not allow his high honor to des-
troy his love and respect for his people.
He was not ashamed to present them
before the king.

R. L. Whiteside, Deceased




the practice is simply to call preachers
“brother,” for we are all brethren as we fulfill
our relationship to each other in the body of
Christ. The very essence of Christian conduct
is humility, and the desire for high-sounding
titles, so we may receive the honor of men is
foreign and unknown to the principles of
Christ. No apostle of Christ was ever called
reverend, and theirs was an infallibly safe
course to follow.

Our plea in matters of religion is for a
return to primitive New Testament Chris-
tianity, and to this course, we are committed.
When the creeds of men are cast aside, and
men humbly submit to divine authority, they
will gladly reject the practices without sanc-

tion in Holy Writ. But, as long as they hold
to the theory that it is not important to be
guided solely by the Bible’s teachings, then
there can be little wonder at the things they
will do in the name of religion. We are per-
suaded that many honest souls have grown
tired of the mockery of many present-day
religious practices and in their hearts long
for the simplicity of the way originated by
the Son of God, proclaimed by His apostles,
and practiced by the apostolic church. We
gladly invite all thus-minded to cast their lot
with us as we work and labor for a return in
matters of religion to the Lord and His way.

Deceased

Law and Lawgiver
Allen E. Johnson

David said long ago, “The heavens de-
clare the glory of God; And the firmament
showeth his handiwork” (Psa. 19:1). The
heavens declare the power of God. Think for
amomentof the giant planets, suns, and stars
riding in space. What holds them there?
Why, the “law of gravity; someone says. But
can you talk about the law of gravity and
ignore the Lawmaker behind the law? The
heavens declare the wisdom of God. When
we look at a charted map of the heavens and
see the millions of heavenly bodies with their
myriads of orbits, some of them so vast that
the human brain is staggered in contemplat-
ing them. Yet, there is no clashing of these
bodies. Every one of them stays in its orbit.
We are overwhelmed with the wisdom of it.

Only intelligent wisdom could perform such
a feat.

The heavens declare the glory of God in
their relationship to the law. We think it won-
derful that men can work out schedules for
vast networks of railroads. When a man does
it, he errs sometimes, and trains have wrecks
or are late. But when you consider the heav-
enly bodies and their far-flung orbits, not a
one has had a wreck, nor have they been late.
We can even tell time by their movements
to the barest fraction of a second. As-
tronomers can also tell, to the dot, when a
planet or comet will appear, even years in
advance. Do you say they are governed by
law? There must be a supreme Lawgiver
behind the law.

Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Karen Diamond
Bill Crowe
Freda Smith (hospital)
Linda Ness (Pam Busch’s sister)
Shane Norris (Bill & Pam Busch’s
nephew)
Billy Tom Muldoon (Sheila Myrick
and Pam Busch’s cousin)

Please Remember
June 6
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
June 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
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YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
classes.html
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Old Law and New Law
Batsell Barrett Baxter

More than a hundred years ago, in West
Virginia and adjoining states, a man named
Alexander Campbell was preaching what
seemed to some of the folks—in fact, to most
of the preachers—to be a new and strange
doctrine. “Why they say, he is preaching that
God had alaw which has been abolished and
that He has put a new law in its stead. Why
you know that cannot be so; God has never
had but one law”

Put to the Test

So, the preachers of thatlocality arranged
to hear the “new doctrine” Methodists, Bap-
tists, Presbyterians, and other denomina-
tions were represented among the preachers.
They gathered to listen to this “strange new
doctrine” Alexander Campbell preached his
now-famous sermon on “The Law.” He told
about the old covenant and the new cove-
nant. He preached, so the record says, two

hours and thirty-five minutes. So new and
strange was this doctrine that to most of the
preachers present, it seemed only a few min-
utes.
Reaction Among the Preachers

Many of the preachers were surprised.
They thought the sermon had been very
short. They consulted the watches of those
present who had watches. They were also
astonished at the doctrine. “Never heard of
such a thing,” said one. “Strange new doc-
trine,” said others. “Where did he get such a
doctrine? “said others. “Well, I took down
the Scriptures he quoted, and I am going
home and see if he quoted them right,” said
another.

Obscured by Colored Glasses

The trouble with most of those sectarian
preachers was that they had not studied their
Bible enough. They had studied much, but



they had studied the wrong things. They had
studied creeds, and philosophies of religion,
and many other books about the Bible, but
they had not made a systematic and intensi-
fied study of the Bible itself. The study of the
book they had made had been through
glasses colored by doctrines and opinions of
men. Their theological seminaries are pur-
suing the same method today.
Not Strange or New

Thedoctrine that Campbell preached that
day was neither strange nor new. It was
strange to those men, but it was not new, and
it was not strange to Paul and Peter and John
and the rest of the inspired teachers of New
Testament times. Paul showed conclusively
in the letter to the Galatians that the old
Mosaic covenant was gone, and the Christian
lives under a new covenant given by Christ.
Paul told them plainly that they who would
go back to the old law were fallen from grace.
Paul wrote to the Colossians that Jesus “blot-
ted out the bond written in ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us: and
he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to
the cross” (Col. 2:14).

Ordinances Mentioned

Some of the ordinances of the Mosaic law
are mentioned. The others are included in
principle. “Let no man therefore judge you
in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a feast
day or a new moon or a sabbath day: which
are a shadow of the things to come; but the
body is Christs” (2:16-17). The writer states
plainly here that Moses’ old covenant is gone;
he also states that the body (church) is
Christ’s. Ephesians 1:23 states plainly that the

church is His (Christ’s) body. So, the church
belongs to Christ; Christ gave it its laws.
Hebrews Has the Same Lesson

The book of Hebrews was written to teach
the same lesson. This lesson is emphasized
time and again in Hebrews: there was an old
covenant under Moses which was taken
away, and that there is a new covenant under
Christ. This old covenant was taken away to
make way for the new and perfect covenant
which Christ died to give us. Read carefully
chapters7,8,9,and 10. How can anyone read
thisbookand not see that Moses’s law is gone
and that there is a new covenant given
through Christ? Only by reading through
creed-colored glasses.

The First Teacher of the New Law

Back of every Epistle in the New Testa-
ment—before even one of them had been
written—the first teacher that the old cove-
nantshouldbeabolished and anew covenant
should take its place was Jeremiah, the
prophet (Jer. 31:31). The writer of Hebrews
quotes him in chapter 8, beginning with
verse 8. How could any student of this great
prophet read this and fail to see that a new
covenant was to take the place of the law of
Moses? Only by reading through colored
glasses—colored by creeds of men.

Greatest of the Teachers

Another teacher—greater than any who
came before and greater than any that should
come after him—this greatest of all teachers
taught the same thing. This great teacher was
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God.
Jews had criticized His disciples for failing
to fast in accordance with traditions of the



law. Jesus first told them that His disciples
had no occasion to fast or mourn while the
bridegroom was present. Johns disciples
were fasting (Baptists, take notice that John
was not the bridegroom—]John 3:29). So, of
course, the bride would not wear John’s
name.
Lesson from Jesus
No man rendeth a piece from a new gar-
ment and putteth it upon an old gar-
ment; else he will rend the new, and also
the piece from the new will not avgree
with the old. And no man putteth new
wine into old wine-skins; else the new
wine will burst the skins, and itself will
be spilled, and the skins will perish. Bvut
new wine must be put into fresh wine-
skins (Luke 5:36-38).

Jesus spoke this to answer those who were
trying to bind the old Mosaic law upon His
disciples. The old law must go; the new law
would guide His disciples.

Plainer Lesson Nowhere

In no place in all the New Testament
teachings is there a plainer lesson than that
the old law—the law of Moses—passed away
to make place for the newlaw covenant—un-
der Christ. But many theologians have not
seen this plain lesson. Their strange predica-
ment emphasizes the lesson that in studying
the law of the Lord, the law itself is better
than any book any man has written about
theology. Works and sermons of men are
sometimes good in explaining or emphasiz-
ing Bible truth, but they must never take its
place.

Deceased

Does Jesus Live at Your House?

The continued knock brought the mother
to the door. A man stood there with a Bible
in his hand. Without a word of introduction,
he asked, “Does Jesus live here?”

Although she was a member of the
church, the woman was so upset by the unex-
pected questions that she did not answer. She
did not even remember that he slowly
walked away. All daylong, the man’s question
kept going through her mind. That evening
when her husband came home, she told him
about it.

He laughed and said, “Why didn’t you
show him the church directory with our
names in it? You could have told him that

we nearly always send the children to Sunday
school and sometimes attend ourselves sev-
eral times. Why didn’t you tell him that we
give alittle to the church and look upon our-
selves as a respected Christian family?”
“Yes,” she said, “all that you said is true,
and I could have told him all that, but I am
still troubled because he didn’t ask me if our
name was on the church roll; he did not ask
me if we sent our children to Sunday school,
or if we were respected Christians. That
wasn'this question. He asked me, ‘Does Jesus
live here?” and all day long, I have been won-
dering if He does”
Author Unknown
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Sick

Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis

Tim Busch Bill Crowe

Karen Diamond

Freda Smith

Linda Ness (Pam Busch’s sister)

Shane Norris (Bill & Pam Busch’s
nephew)

Billy Tom Muldoon (Sheila Myrick
and Pam Busch’s cousin)

Elaine Brooks (Louise Billiot’s
sister)

Sympathy
Deepest sympathies are extended
to Karen Diamond in the death of
Dallas on May 27. Please keep
Karen and her family in your
prayers.

Please Remember

June 6
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out.

June 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.

/

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist
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The Bible School Teacher
Paul Vaughn

One of the most significant responsibili-  ing throughout the Bible, cautioning against
ties that a Christian could ever take is teach-  the abuse of His Word.

ing God’s Word. The Bible is not just any You shall not add to the word which I
book; it is the Book of books! The Bible is command you, nor take from it, that you
God’s message of salvation to those lost in may keep the commandments of the Lord
sin. It is the history of man from the creation ZOZ‘;r God which I command you (Deu.

of the world. It tells of God’s love of right-
eousness and His hatred of sin. Itis a perfect,
complete standard in a world of subjectivity.
It is the truth! “Sanctify them by Your truth.
Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke
you, and you be found a liar (Pro. 30:6).
There can be no additions to God’s Word.

For I testify to everyone who hears the

o words of the prophecy of this book: If
The Bible is not an amulet or charm that anyone adds to these things, God will

will accomplish its purpose without diligent add to him the plagues that are written in

study. “Be diligent to present yourself ap- this book (Rev. 22:18).

proved to God, a worker who does notneed  There can be no subtractions to God’s

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of  Wword.

truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). And if anyone takes away from the words
Any mishandling of the Word God car- of the book of this prophecy, God shall

ries severe punishment. God has given warn- take away his part from the Book of Life,



from the holy city, and from the things

which are written in this book (22:19).

Bible teaching is fundamental to the im-
parting of knowledge of God and His
Word. The Bible school teacher is one of
the essential works on earth. It is through
teaching that people learn about God.
Therefore, there is always the need for

faithful men and women to teach the Scrip-
tures. The rewards of teaching in a Bible
class are tremendous, but the punishment
for teaching error is equally tremendous.
One day the faithful Bible teacher will hear
“well done” from the Master Teacher.
Hopkinsville, KY

Who Are Ambassadors?
Hoyt H. Houchen

An impression has been spread widely in
the minds of many brethren that Christians
today are ambassadors. Some preachers will
quote and take to themselves: “We are
ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ,
as though God were entreating by us: we
beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye rec-
onciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). Brethren are
sometimes heard to say in prayers: “We
thank thee that we are ambassadors.” It shall
be my purpose to show that in the above
Scripture, Paul rightly applied ambassadors
to himself and his fellow apostles, while he
applied the other terms in the verse, you and
ye, to the Corinthians.

Use of the Word

Ambassador” appears twice in the New
Testament—2 Corinthians 5:20 and Eph-
esians 6:20. In each case, Paul uses the term
either concerning himself or other apostles.
An ambassador is a special minister of the
highest rank, sent by one prince or govern-
menttoanother to manage the affairs of state.
Since the word describes the work, the ques-

tion is whether Gospel preachers or any
other Christian can qualify for the title.
Primary Authority

To properly understand the relationship
sustained by the apostles compared to Chris-
tians living now is to be determined by the
use God has made of authority. Authority
means: “The right to command and enforce
obedience” (New Standard Dictionary).
There are two kinds of authority—primary
and delegated. Those who have the former
have the right to command; those who hold
the latter have the right to command and
enforce obedience given by the one holding
the former. Primary authority in Christian-
ity resides solely in God (2 Cor. 5:18). He
has rarely seen fit to govern His creatures by
personal and primary authority but has del-
egated that authority to others.

Delegated Authority

In the New Testament, we see that God
delegated His authority to Christ (Heb. 1:1-
2;Mat. 17:5;28:18). In turn, Christ delegated
His authority to His apostles. It was not the
design of Christ to leave this world without



selecting suitable persons to represent His
cause and carry out His purpose. These per-
sons were His twelve apostles whom He had
trained to know His wayand His will. Having
beheld His glorious works, His miracles, and
His body following His triumphant resur-
rection from the dead, they became wit-
nesses. Before ascending to His Father, Jesus
told His apostles: “and ye shall be my wit-
nesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of

A Good Rule

Bill Jackson

Everybody needs rules to work by, and
here is a good one: The whole church, and
the furtherance of Truth, is more impor-
tant than one man, or a few, and more
important than one congregation orafew.
The Word is to be preached (2 Tim. 4:2),
and all of it (Acts 20:27), and in a spirit
of love of Truth (2 The. 2:10) and hatred
for all false ways (Psa. 119:104, 128). To
“let error pass” is to declare that one cares
nothing for Truth, cares nothing for the
souls of men, and cares not if souls are
lost. No man calling himself a Gospel
preacher can afford to be in that position.
He cannot allow himself to be compro-
mised in spirit and heart that some man
or some men stand between himself and
the Truth! Our speaking and writing
brethren around the world need to take
this lesson most seriously!

Deceased

the earth” (Acts 1:8). The qualification that
makes these men witnesses is set forth in
Acts 1:21-22.

To more fully qualify the apostles for the
work assigned them, they received the Holy
Spirit to teach them all things. By their being
brought under the influence of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, three thou-
sand enemies were made friends, and these
betrayers and murderers were the first to be
reconciled to God by the death of His Son.

No Ambassadors Now

We have seen the definition of ambas-
sador. An ambassador is backed by all the
authority of the government that sends
him—he represents the government in an
official capacity. Such were the apostles of
Christ. Men today do not have the capacity
they had. Macknight translates 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:20: “In Christ’s stead [Italics—HHH],
therefore, who is God’s chief ambassador, we
execute the office of subordinate ambas-
sadors.”

God’s last revelation was made through
inspired men who wrote the New Testament.
Our obedience is to the Word of God, which
was given to the apostles. Since we have the
written Word, we have the Word of the apos-
tles. It was with them that authority ceased.
When the last apostle died, so died the last
ambassador and the last witness. The
crowned Prince has never revoked the mes-
sage He sent by them or superseded their
embassy. It is the “word of faith” to the unbe-
lieving, exhibiting all the great facts of the
Gospel, its commands, and promises.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis

Tim Busch Bill Crowe

Karen Diamond

Elaine Brooks (Louise Billiot’s
sister)

Sympathy
Deepest sympathies are extended
to Sheila Myrick and Pam Busch in
the death of their cousin, Billy Tom
Muldoon, on June 3. Please keep
Sheila, Pam, and their families in
your prayers.

Please Remember
June 13
Deacons’ meeting will be held
prior to the afternoon service, in
room 1.
June 20
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 2.
June 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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Godly Fathers
Brad Green

On June 20, 2021, our nation will cele-
brate Father’s Day. It is indeed appropriate
and needful for our country to give honor
to the God-ordained establishment of the
home. God defined marriage in the very
beginning as being an honorable institution
consisting of one man and one woman for
life. “Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).
Sadly, today many are attacking the home as
God devised and authorized. In San Fran-
cisco, the homosexual movement continues
its attempts to destroy the home as defined
by God. “Barring a stay of a historic Califor-
nia Supreme Court ruling, same-sex couples
willbe able to wed in the state beginning June
17 [2008], according to a state directive
issued Wednesday” (www.foxnews.com). In
New York, “the governor’s legal counsel told

state agencies in a May 14 [2008] memo to
revise policies and regulations to recognize
same-sex marriages performed in California
and Massachusetts as well as Canada and
other countries that allow gays and lesbians
to marry, said Erin Duggan, the governor’s
spokeswoman” (www.cnn.com). Still others
are berating God’s decision to make the man
the head of his house (Eph. 5:23-24). Thus,
we should take advantage of any and every
opportunity to honor those who follow
God’s pattern and commands regarding the
home and the family.

A godly father will “train up a child in the
way he should go” (Pro. 22:6) and “bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). A godly father will teach
his son, by word and by example, how to be
agood husband. “Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church, and



gave himself for it...So ought men to love
their wives as their own bodies. He that
loveth his wife loveth himself” (5:25, 28). A
godly father will provide physical and finan-
cial protection to those in his house (1 Tim.
5:8) and love his family as God, the Heavenly
Father, loves His family (1 John 4:9-10; Mat.
10:29-30).

We are very thankful for our godly fathers
and mothers. Training children to be faithful
servants of God is the most noble of all
parental duties and is extremely important
for the future strength, in regards to Spiritual
maturity, of the Church for which Christ
died.

Lenoir City, TN

On Preaching
Bonds Stocks

There are three kinds of preaching:
(1) “soft preaching,” (2) “tough preaching,’
and (3) sound Gospel preaching.

“Soft preaching” is wishy-washy, jelly-
fishy, namby-pamby. It is timid, hesitating,
halting, undecided. It talks much of love,
kindness, and tolerance, but it has a warped
conception of these virtues. It coos, woos,
and fawns, but it knows not how to wed a
starving soul to the satistying Bridegroom of
the church. It is sickening. It is disgusting. It
is revolting. It is lukewarm preaching, and
God spews it out of His mouth. It attempts
to sugar-coat the truth and serve the Gospel
with the soothing syrup of compromise,
adulteration, and perversion. Sometimes it
lacks courage, but more often, it is devoid of
understanding. It is a cake not turned—one-
sided, half-baked. It fails to perceive that the
terror of the Lord parallels the love of God.
It does not strike out in bold condemnation
of the error of denominationalism. It seeks
to appease, and in so doing, loses the respect
of both Christian and sectarian. It is afraid
and reluctant. Its exponents are faithful
mimics of Caspar Milquetoast. “Soft preach-

ing” cannot convert sinners because it is
anemic and barren of the Gospel’s dynamics.

“Tough preaching” is offensive, insulting,
ruthless, egotistic, and vain. It is boasting,
flashy, and sensational. It plays to the grand-
stands. Itis mean, vile, and contemptible. The
“skin-'em-alive-and-scatter-their-hides”
philosophy characterizes it. It takes great
delight in ripping denominationalism to tat-
ters, not primarily because it loves the truth,
but because of the sheer joy of “showing oft”
its cleverness and “showing up” the stupidity
of others. It gives verbal allegiance to love,
but it has no deeper conception of God’s love
than a pigmy has of the science of the soul.
Itis more ignorant than wise because it rarely
grows beyond the “first principle.” It is more
cowardly than courageous because, while it
lashes out fanatically at the sects, it often does
not have the moral stamina to condemn
church members’ sins. It has not the faintest
idea of what Paul meant by preaching the
“truth in love” It has no depth, no height, no
breadth.

Sound Gospel preachingis preaching as the
apostles preached. It is a bold, firm, straight-



from-the-shoulder, unswerving, unwavering
proclamation of the truth asitisin Christ Jesus.

It preaches the truth, to the alien sinner
and church member alike, without fear or
favor. It has neither the nauseating timidity
of soft preaching nor the revolting arrogance
of tough preaching. Its very essence is love for
God and a passion for the souls of men. It is
merciless in exposing denominational error,
not because it feasts like a lusty vulture on
the mistakes of others, but because it is con-
sumed with the unquenchable fire of devo-
tion to truth and the flaming zeal to lead men
out of the appalling and devastating pitch
darkness or error into the light of the truth
of the eternal day.

Sound Gospel preaching never pulls its
punches. It calls names and marks false

teachers. Yet it is ever kind and tender with
that firm kindness and sound tenderness that
characterize its author. It brands modern
Pharisaical traditionalism for just exactly
what it is, but it does so because it is domi-
nated by the Spirit of the Christ who loves
men and wants them saved but who is loyal
to the truth at all costs.

Sound Gospel preaching is the only kind
ofteaching that is worthy of the name preach-
ing. A large majority of the preachers in the
church of Christ are sound Gospel preachers.
May the day soon come when both softness
and toughness will have gone by the boards,
and the truth will everywhere be preached
in love.

Deceased

Abstruse or Absurd
William T. Ellis

Some waters—and speeches—seem deep
when they are only muddy. All of us have heard
sermons that the preacher’s thoughts were
abstruse when they were merely absurd. Pro-
found orations are usually clear. The Scotch
woman complained that her preacher was
“invisible all the week and incomprehensible
on Sunday” touched upon two of the gravest
ministerial failures. Beecher said that when
hearers slept in church, it was time to wake up
the preacher.

We know of one man who went to sleep
under Paul’s preaching—even Peter said that
Paul sometimes used language hard to un-
derstand—but nobody ever went to sleep
while Jesus talked. His words were simple

and straightforward, and full of pictures. He
dwelt so near to the life of the average man
that He understood his life and needs.

I wonder how much of my talk about reli-
gion, and yours, is wrapped up in the grave-
clothes of dead theological phraseology?
How is it that friends understand me when
I talk about politics or automobiles or gar-
dening but often fail to catch my meaning
when I dwell upon dearer, deeper themes?

Even while we rejoice that Christ is the
Lord of everyday folks, His words ringing
sweet and clear even in childhood’s ears, we
lament that our poor tongues are not better
able to make Him attractive to plain people.

Deceased
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Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Bill Crowe
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Elaine Brooks (Louise Billiot’s
sister)

Please Remember
June 20
Visitation cards for Group 2 will
be handed out by Bill Crowe.
June 20
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
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Who Is to Blame?
Jimmie Z. Gribble

Who is to blame? Many accusations were
being hurled at different individuals because
of the lack of planning and execution after
hurricane Katrina. If one were desirous of
doing it, one could find a great many people
to blame. The people that did not evacuate
when the storm was still far enough away to
evacuate could be one. Another could be
those that planned and built below sea level.
Still, another could be the builders of the
levees that did not hold. The government
could be another, whether local, county,
state, or federal. Who is to blame?

There used to be a phrase that was very
popular that addressed blame. The blame
assigned was not new to us but has been with
humanity since the beginning. That phrase,
“The Devil made me do it” Moses wrote,
“And the Lord God said unto the woman,
What is this that thou hast done? And the

woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and
Idid eat” (Gen. 3:13). Even before this, Adam
tried to play the blame game by assigning
the blame to God and then to Eve. Ever since
this time, man has tried to assign blame for
his actions on someone else.

One example that we will notice concerns
a man that knew that his actions could only
be assigned to him. And, this is certainly a
great example for us to follow. Again Moses
wrote, of Joseph, saying, “There isnone greater
in this house than I; neither hath he kept back
any thing from me but thee, because thou art
his wife: how then can I do this great wicked-
ness, and sin against God?” (39:9). Who is to
blame? Joseph said he was accountable for his
actions, not Potiphar’s wife, not Potiphar, and
neither is the devil—but he and he alone.

Beloved, who is to blame? There may be
fingers that can be pointed about the actions



taken concerning Katrina, but when it comes
to our actions, all four fingers point back to
us. Yes, we are accountable.

The Word of God says, “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things done

in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).
Beloved, who is to blame?
Beloved, listen to all of God’s Word. God
will do thee good!
Portsmouth, VA

One Cannot Over Do it!
Charles Pogue

It has long been a problem for many
people to view spiritual matters as only one
ofthe numerousactivities which, when com-
bined with things of this world, make up the
total of their lives. If anyone has ever told
you about your focus on matters relating to
God, righteous living, and the importance
of the soul, “you overdo it,” you know such
an attitude commonly exists.

An excellent response to such a charge
would be Psalm 119:97, where David wrote,
“O how love I thy law! It is my meditation
all the day” David, according to many
people, overdid it. In 1 Timothy 4:13, Paul
instructed Timothy to give attention to read-
ing, exhortation, and doctrine until he came
to the young preacher. Then in verse 15, the
apostle further taught him, “Meditate upon
these things; give thyself wholly to them; that
thy profiting may appear to all.” If Timothy
followed Paul’s admonition, many would
assert Paul was telling Timothy to overdo it.

There are houses, even within the homes
of members of the church of Christ, in which
the television is turned on when one or more
occupants first arise in the morning, and it
stays on until they go back to bed that night.

They have no idea they are overdoing it but
talk to them about the Lord for what is too
longatimein their minds, and they mayvery
well make theaccusation you are concentrat-
ing on spiritual matters to the point of over-
doing it.

After the apostles were beaten and com-
manded to speak no more in the name of
Christ (Acts 5:40), what did they do? They
left the council rejoicing they were counted
worthy to suffer for His name (5:41). Then
Luke records in verse 42, “And daily in the
temple, and in every house, they ceased not
to teach and preach Jesus Christ” Didn’t the
apostles overdo it?

In Acts 20, when, from the Isle of Miletus,
Paul called the Ephesian elders to him, one
of the things he reminded them of was:
“Therefore watch, and remember, that by the
space of three years I ceased not to warn
every one night and day with tears” (20:31).
Now, Paul, you overdid it that time, he would
be told today.

Why would anyone, especially a member
of the church, accuse another of overdoing
itregarding the time given and attention paid
to spiritual concerns? The only answer we



can come up with is that they spend far too
little time and give way too little attention to
the fact that one day, every one of us will
stand before the Lord in judgment and
receive an eternal sentence. Let us remember
the rich man in the account of him and the
beggar Lazarus and how we are told he lifted
his eyes being in torment in the flames of
Hades. Atthe end of time, he and every other
person unprepared to meet the Lord in judg-

ment will be punished with everlasting
destruction (2 The. 1:9). How is it possible
when this life is so short while eternity is for-
ever, for one not to say you are overdoing it
on things of this life but to say they are when
it comes to matters of eternity?
When it comes to the things of the Lord,
one cannot overdo it!
Deceased

Helping One Another
Bob Wear

The life of a Christian is a life of serving
others. “So then, as we have opportunity, let
us work that which is good toward all men,
and especially toward them that are of the
household of the faith” (Gal. 6:10). This writ-
ing has to do with our service to one another
as members of the family of God. We are
commanded: “Bear ye one another’s bur-
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (6:2). If
we please the Christ we profess to serve, we
must be interested in the welfare of each
other.

Our behavior toward each other must be
controlled by the following:

In love of the brethren be tenderly affec-

tioned one to another; in honor prefer-

ring one another...communicating to
the necessities of the saints; given to hos-
pitality.... Rejoice with them that rejoice;

weep with them that weep (Rom. 12:10-

15).

We maybeable tohelp each otherin many
ways. It may be in ministering to physical
needs or spiritual needs. It may be a word of

cheer, a word or deed of kindness; it may be
a tear shed in sympathy, or words of encour-
agement in the hours of failure.

Our service to one another is service to
our Master. In the judgment, Jesus will say
to the righteous:

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit

the kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world: for I was hun-
gry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger,
and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed
me; I was sick, and ye visited me; [ was in
prison, and ye came unto me.... Inas-
much as ye did it unto one of these my
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto

me (Mat. 25:34-40).

We cannot serve God acceptably and be
blind to the needs of our fellow men, espe-
cially our brethren.

We must be alert to the needs of each
other, and always do our best to supply them.
God’s blessings must be shared.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:

Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Bill Crowe
Karen Diamond Henry Born

Elaine Brooks (Louise Billiot’s
sister)

Baptized
River McLeod was baptized into
Christ on June 20. He is the grandson
of Paul and Phyllis Brantley. Please
keep River in your prayers and offer
him encouragement.

Please Remember
July 4
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 1.
July 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.

-
YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
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The Temple and the Church
Hoyt Bailey

There are so many points of likeness
between the temple and the church that the
church is called the temple of God (1 Cor.
3:16-17). We note that the temple was built
by Solomon, David’s son (1 Kin. 5:5); but the
church was built by Christ, God’s Son (Mat.
16:16-18). Adversaries had to be conquered
before the temple was built.

And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

Thou knowest how that David my father

could not build an house unto the name

of the Lord his God for the wars which

were about him on every side, until the

Lord put them under the soles of his feet.

But now the Lord my God hath given me

rest on every side, so that there is neither

adversary nor evil occurrent. And, be-
hold, I purpose to build an house unto

the name of the Lord my God (1 Kin. 5:2-

5).

Jesus conquered the devil's power over
death before He built the church (Mat. 16:20;
Heb. 2:14). Solomon was on his throne when
he built the temple, and Christ was on His
throne when He built the church.

Timbers and stones had to be prepared
for the temple. John the Baptist, Jesus, the
twelve, and the seventy prepared material for
the church. Material for the temple was
brought out of another kingdom, Tyre
(1 Kin. 5:8-9). Children of God, material for
the church, have been delivered from the
power of darkness, and they have been trans-
lated into the kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13).
Material for the temple was paid for while
in another kingdom (1 Kin. 5:11). “While
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Rom. 5:8). Thus, Jesus Christ purchased the
material for His church while the material
was yet in the devil's kingdom.



Solomon’s servants went into Tyre and
prepared material for the temple (1 Kin. 5:6).
Christians are to go into all the world and
make disciples. In the kingdom of Tyre, the
stones and other essentials were cut to fit.

And the house, when it was in building,

was built of stone made ready before it

was brought thither: so that there was
neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of
iron heard in the house, while it was in

building (5:18; 6:7).

If people are prepared for the church ac-
cording to the Word of God, divisions and
factions will not be heard in the church
(1 Cor. 1:10).

The prepared material had to be brought
across the water to enter the temple (1 Kin.
5:9). The sinner who has been prepared in
the heart must be brought across the waters
of baptism before he can enter the church,
the spiritual temple (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:47).
The temple was holy and beautiful (Isa.
64:11), but the church (individuals) are to
be holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:27).

Stones and other materials in the temple
were lifeless, but we are “lively stones, are
builtup aspiritualhouse, an holypriesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5).

Deceased

The Way That Seemeth Right
Roy Burgess

“There is a way which seemeth right unto
a man, But the end thereof are the ways of
death” (Pro. 14:12).

The sayings of Solomon in Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes furnish starting points for many
sermons. They are rich in thought-provok-
ing meditations. We hear many statements
from men—ways that men have devised.
Among them, we know of:

The Honor-with-Lips Way

Of the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus said:
“This people draweth nigh unto me with their
mouth, and honoureth me with theirlips; but
their heart is far from me” (Mat. 15:8). Lip
service is not, never has been, and never will
be acceptable to God. It is easy to say to those
who need our aid, “Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled,” and not give them the

things they need. It takes a little sacrifice to
do it “unto one of the least” of Jesus’ disciples,
as He stated in Matthew 25:45.
Zeal-Without-Knowledge Way

It is a difficult thing to keep our zeal in
line with our knowledge. Most church mem-
bershave knowledge, some more than others,
but no zeal to push them forward to use that
knowledge. Zeal without knowledge is dan-
gerous. Look at Paul and his terrible perse-
cution (Acts 9). Having zeal with knowledge
is a great blessing. It carried Paul triumphant
to the end. Looking back to the time before
he had knowledge, Paul said: “I bear them
record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge” Then he stated:
“Going about to establish their own right-
eousness, have not submitted themselves



unto the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:1-
3). The Jews had tried to get Jesus to fit into
their preplanned program. According to
them, He was supposed to set up an earthly
kingdom and rule it as David of old. When
Jesus said. “My kingdom is not of this world,”
it was beyond their understanding. They
could not conceive of a spiritual kingdom.
Then, too, according to the ideas of the Phar-
isees, they were “good enough,” were “chil-
dren of Abraham,” and did not need to be
born again. We know just what Jesus said to
one like this (John 3:3-5) Zealous? Yes, but
without proper knowledge of God’s right-
eousness. Hence, they went about to “estab-
lish their own.” Our religious neighbors put
us to shame with their zeal sometimes. They

are in a hurry to get their false theories to
everyone. We must not sit idly by “at ease in
Zion” and wait for a more convenient season.
WhenIfind tractsandleaflets in public places,
put out by our brethren. I rejoice and thank
God because someone has both zeal and
knowledge to work.

Other ways followed by men which are
“ways of death” are “Love-praise-of-men” way
(John 12:43), “Seek-first-wealth” way (Mat.
6:33; 1 Tim. 6:9-10), “Any-church” way (Mat.
16:18; Eph. 4:1-4), “Saved-without-baptism”
way (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21),
“Occasional-attender” way (Heb. 10:25), and
“Sow-wild-oats” way (Gal. 6:7).

Deceased

Do You Love the Lord?
Oliver C. Cunningham

Jesus said: “If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments” (John 14:15).

All members of the church have believed,
repented, and been baptized for the remis-
sion of sins; but in Matthew 25, the King said
to the sheep on His right hand:

1.“I was an hungred, and ye gave me

meat.”

2.“T was thirsty, and ye gave me drink.”

3.“I was a stranger, and ye took me in”

4.“Naked, and ye clothed me”

5.“I was sick, and ye visited me.”

6.“I was in prison, and ye came unto

me.”

Are you among the sheep, the saved? If
so, you are doing these commands of Jesus.

To those on the left—the goats, the lost,
the condemned—the King said:

1.“T was an hungred, and ye gave me no

meat.”

2.“I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink.”

3.“T was a stranger, and ye took me not

in?

4.“Naked, and ye clothed me not”

5.“Sick, and in prison, and ye visited me

not”

These so-called Christians will “go away
into everlasting punishment.”

Christians shall be known by their deeds,
for He Himself said: “By their fruits ye shall
know them” (7:16).

Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Bill & Peggy Crowe

Karen Diamond Dot Dodd

Please Remember
July 4
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 1.
July 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.
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Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
classes.html

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com
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| Asked a Simple Question and

Only Got a Cursory Response: Flatline
Johnny Oxendine

One of the things we have noticed in
recent years (in the brotherhood anyway) is
that if you ask a question that people do not
want to answer and do not answer (this is
especially true in matters of fellowship/doc-
trine/associations), you pretty much have
your answer right there in front of you. It is
not that they do not have or know the answer
but acknowledging that it (the answer) is
either without Biblical/Scriptural author-
ity—and be assured that they know that,
or one that clearly shows acceptance or con-
doning of sin.

I received an email that announced an
upcoming meeting with a brother who has
made some comments that are odd regard-
ing the Christian Church and has been doing
workshops with institutions that promote

false doctrines on divorce and remarriage.
When I asked for clarification (“was this, in
fact, the same person?”), the response was
(to paraphrase), “well, our preacher went to
that school, so I guess it could be” What kind
of answer is that? I then explained why I
asked the question (that we certainly could
not recommend this meeting to our mem-
bers) since the person I knew with that name
had been in fellowship with Sunset. Flatline!

By flatline, I mean that I never heard
another word on the subject—it died. Other
emails came from the sender, but narya word
in response to the question. Why? Well, here
is where we are in the brotherhood with
some brethren. They will not answer simple
questionsiftheyare atall asking for account-
ability. If it involves fellowship, it is now off-



limits, which is a tidal shift from years ago.
Brethren who would not have been caught
dead hobnobbing with certain false ideolo-
gies (on marriage—not just the original
MDR stuff, but now also “intent,” on fel-
lowship with denominations, on re-elec-
tion/re-affirmation of elders, with direct
operations of the Holy Spirit doctrine, cer-
tifiable false teachers) are now content to
sit in the company of such people without
so much as a yawn. It is disgusting.

There seems to be an unspoken bond now
that prevents anyone of these brethren from
exposing any false teaching lest they be hyp-
ocritical (which they would be). Imagine the
fallout if someone now were to say another
brother had been teaching a false doctrine
on “you fillin the blanks” We have to wonder
if these brethren are willing to stand up for
the truth at all. No, sorry, I misspoke!

So, I do not expect to hear from the
brother anytime soon, and neither should
you if you ask a simple question about any-
thing other than “where did you guys get

those nice flowers” after worship service. This
same person told me some five years ago that
he was unwilling to consider accusations of
false teaching by a certain brother because
of his friendship. I would only conclude that
friendship has absolutely nothing to do with
the love of a person’s soul. If we love people,
we have to make whatever attempts can point
out the “way of the Lord more correctly” as
happened with Apollos. Someone loved his
soul.

To not be willing to discuss matters of
importance means that we should no longer
consult the Scriptures to “prove all things”
or “make certain that the things spoken are
so.” We are no longer to expose the works of
darkness (Eph. 5:11); instead, we are to pre-
tend thatallis wellin Oz—which is the mind-
set of the “non-responders” Imagine how
much of the New Testament would have to
be removed to make these brethren happy
about themselves!

San Mateo, CA

No Church, No Christians
Gayle Oler

You have often heard that the church does
not make any difference—that a man can be
a Christian entirely apart from the church.
To make sure that there is nothing to that
idea and prove that there is no acceptable
religion apart from the church, let us give
you some actual proof from the Bible.

(1) Jesus paid His blood for the New Tes-
tament church. “Take heed unto yourselves,

...to feed the church of the Lord which he
purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28).
It is clearly seen that the church of Christ is
blood-bought. No other church is. Since the
blood of Christ redeems us, it must follow
that the church and redemption from sin
amount to the same thing. Ifyou canbe saved
without being redeemed from your sins, you
can be saved outside the church. Human-



founded churches are not blood-bought.
There is, therefore, no redemption in them.

(2) Jesus built the church. “Upon this
rock I will build my church; and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Mat.
16:18). An outstanding error in the typical
attitude is that all churches are founded by
man. While this is true of all others, it is not
true of churches of Christ. Since He built the
church, all churches with human founders
compete against the Lord instead of fellow-
ship with Him.

(3) Jesus gave Himself up for the church.
“Christ also loved the church, and gave him-
selfup for it” (Eph. 5:25). It is His divine pur-
pose one day to “present the church...not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but
that it should be holy and without blemish”
(5:7). To do this, He cleanses the church with
the washing of water with the Word, and all
those who do not submit to this act of bap-
tism will not meet the Lord’s expectation on
judgment day.

(4) The Lord uses the church as the con-
tainer of all the saved. “The Lord added to
them day by day those that were saved” (Acts
2:47). Since the Lord puts all the saved into
His church and none of the saved into any
other church, can you conceive of an accept-
able religion apart from the New Testament
institution? Can you not see that it makes a
lot of difference whether you are in the true
church?

(5) Jesus said that all other churches
would be destroyed. “Every plant which my
heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted
up’ (Mat. 15:13). This is precisely why
churches of Christ urge men and women to
make sure about the church they enter.

(6) There is only one way to enter the New
Testament church. “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except one be born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God!” (John 3:5).

Deceased

“As Though He Heard Them Not”
W. C. Anderson

We talk often about the faults of others,
but seldom about our own. When a person
tells you about another’s faults, do you act
interested? Do you add your vain thoughts
to the conversation? Would it not be better
torefrain from discussing the faults of people
present or not present? Not many will discuss
another’s faults if he is present. If we let the
gossiper gossip by himself, he will soon quit.

Observe the action of Jesus toward some
men who told Him of a woman’s sin: “He
stooped down and wrote on the ground.” The
Authorized Version interprets the Lord’s
action in italicized words: “Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on the
ground, as though he heard them not” (John
8:6).

Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Bill & Peggy Crowe

Karen Diamond Dot Dodd

Congratulations
Our congratulations are extended
to Bill and Pam Busch. Their great-
granddaughter, Paisley Mae Busch,
was born on July 5. She weighed 7
pounds 8 ounces.

Please Remember
July 11
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.
July 18
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 2.
July 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.

-
YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:

bellviewcoc@gmail.com
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An Order of Sequence
Gordon Teel

The apostle Paul said: “Whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal.
6:7). The writer of Ecclesiastes said: “Be-
cause sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil”
(Ecc. 8:11).

Men are slowly learning that moral laws
and physical laws cannot be broken with
impunity. Because moral transgression pun-
ishmentis notalways connected with theact,
some think thatnoill effects will follow. Here
we find another instance of man’s complete
failure to read the evidence aright. What to
man isa manifestation of God’s approbation,
or, at least, of his not caring for such trans-
gression, is only the long-suffering of God
waiting for such men to repent. It is not
approbation of their sin but long-suffering
toward the sinner. When God bore with the

children of Israel and their sins for so long,
it was not that He cared nothing for their
breaking of His holy laws, but only that He
was hoping that His goodness and failure to
punish them as they deserved would turn
them back to Him.

Mankind has made great strides in learn-
ing the laws by which our physical world is
governed. The tragedy of our world is that
we have learned so little of the laws of life.
We grant that the physical world must re-
main obedient to nature’s so-called laws to
function, but we seemingly think men can
make their laws or live without any and still
be successful.

Many present-day writers call for a phi-
losophy in which people of all nations may
walkandlivein peace. It goes without saying,
we certainly need to have such guidance.
However, when we who believe in God and



the Bible as the Word of God venture to sug-
gest that what the world needs is not a new
philosophy or a synthesis of several old phi-
losophies, but a return to the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob and complete obedi-
ence to His holy law given through His Son,
Jesus Christ, we are looked upon with not a
little pity, if not contempt.

However, until the world’s intellectuals
can show us a better system, we will remain
here and contend earnestly for this way of
life. If obedience to thelaws given in the Bible
brings happiness to individuals and nations,
and it certainly does, and the transgression
of these laws brings unhappiness to individ-
uals and nations, even the pragmatic phi-
losopher should be forced to grant the truth-
fulness and utility of the Christian religion.

Suppose the atheist says that this religion
is pure superstition. In that case, we must
ask: “If there be no God, and the belief of
this so-called superstition makes men better,
kinder, more gentle, more useful, easier to
live with, and, at the same time, frees them
from bitterness, cynicism, pessimism, and,

in general, makes life more beautiful and
deathless dreadful, then why not believe this
superstition?” If there is no God, who is to
say what is truth and what is superstition?
Is not the pragmatic approach the only one
left? If we use that measuring stick, it goes
without saying that the Christian religion
proves itself useful indeed.

A few years ago, it was easy to get men to
talk about religion, and it was not difficult
to find defenders of most any religious
system. Now we see that multitudes are not
interested in discussions about certain reli-
gious bodies’ scripturalness or unscriptural-
ness, but they are not interested in any
church. They, many of them are questioning
even the moral law. The future religious fight
is here if I am an observer of conditions. We
must show in no uncertain terms that the
world cannot break God’s laws and live. We
must show that while the punishment of
transgression may not be immediate, yet the
punishment is as sure as the existence of
God. “The wages of sin is death.”

Deceased

The Elders
Franklin Camp

There is a growing disregard for elders.
This disregard is symptomatic of our day,
where human wisdom is substituted for
divine revelation. I want to say something
on the other side.

I appreciate elders because this is God’s
plan (1 Tim. 31-7; Tit. 1:5-9). The one that
does not respect elders fails to respect God’s

Word and God’s way. I cannot be faithful to
the Bible and disregard elders.
Lappreciateeldersbecause of the respon-
sibility they accept. No men on earth have a
graver responsibility than elders. The Presi-
dent of the United States, with all our prob-
lems, does not bear the responsibility of
elders. Eldersare responsible for carryingthe



Gospel to every creature (Mat. 28:18-20;
Mark 16:15-16). But that is not the end of
the elder’s responsibilities. They must watch
after souls. They will have to give an account
of the souls that are under their oversight. I
appreciate the man that is willing to accept
the responsibility of an elder.

Submission
H. L. Gradowith
(Tim Smith)

A tag on your toe

And it’s oft you go

To a much better or far worse Land;
Your chance then has gone,

It’s then what you’ve done

On which you forever fall or stand!

Why wander about

Filled with sin and doubt

In this Land where Christ died on the
Cross?

His Blood will cleanse you

So, mind what you do

Lest you suffer the ultimate loss!!!

If you will today

His Blest Word obey

Then He will gladly welcome you
Home;

So, bow at His feet...

Sweet pardon there meet

In a Land whence we'll nevermore
roam!

Deceased

I appreciate elders because of the time
they give to the Lord’s work. While others
are free to use their time in various ways,
elders must use much of their time in fulfill-
ing their duties. There are meetings where
time must be given in planning the work,
dealing with problems, and many other
things. A great deal of time is required. I
appreciate the man who is willing to take the
time necessary to do the work of an elder.

I appreciate elders because they work
with the least encouragement of any people
I know. I have often wondered how long I
would continue to preach if I received criti-
cism as elders do with so little encourage-
ment. Few people in any congregation think
about a word to encourage the elders. I
appreciate men that will give years to helping
the church grow, struggle with its problems,
accept criticism, receive little or no encour-
agement, and continue to do its work.

I appreciate elders because of their fam-
ilies. First, they have done an excellent job
in training their children and in building a
stable marriage. My hat is oft to the man with
a family that makes it possible for him to
serve as an elder. I appreciate elders because
of the sacrifices they make so that they can
serve. The time that might be spent with his
family is often used in doing the work of the
Lord. I appreciate families that are willing to
allow the husband and father to spend the
time needed to deal with the problems, plan
the work of the church, and be concerned
about the welfare of people under their over-
sight.

Deceased
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Bill Busch Nancy Travis
Tim Busch Bill & Peggy Crowe

Karen Diamond
Ann Millsap (Karen Hatcher’s aunt)

Please Remember
July 18
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 2.
July 18
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.

.
YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
classes.html

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:
bellviewcoc@gmail.com
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“Like all the Nations”
Ken Chumbley

In 1 Samuel 8, we read where the nation
of Israel, God’s chosen people under the Old
Covenant, rejected the form of government
that God had given them. There, we read,
“Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not
in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us
like all the nations” (8:5). Samuel was upset
by their desire to change God’s plan. God
made it clear to Samuel that this was not a
rejection of Samuel but a rejection of God
Himself. God then had Samuel warn the
people concerning the consequences of such
action and the difficulties that would arise
due to their having a king. However, we read
concerning the response of the people:

Nevertheless the people refused to obey

the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay;

but we will have a king over us; That we
also may be like all the nations; and that

our king may judge us, and go out before

us, and fight our battles (8:19-20).

They refused to take on board the warnings
Samuel gave because they desired to be like
all the other nations.

Today, thereare thosein the Lord’s church
who are not satisfied with how God set up
His church. They are, in effect, after the same
thing that the Israelites of old were saying.
They want to have a king. They look around
at the various denominational groups and
desire to be like them. They are no longer
satisfied with a “Thus saith the Lord” They
are no longer willing to be satisfied with the
authority of Scripture (Col. 3:17). Some have
established “Community” churches that
they say are “loosely affiliated with the
Church of Christ” Others have continued
with congregations of the Lord’s people and
have sought to bring in changes over the



objection of other members of the congre-
gation. Hence, one might visit a congrega-
tion with a sign outside the building that
states that it is a church of Christ but find
that the work and worship of that congrega-
tion are not in harmony with the New Tes-
tament teaching.

What are some of the changes that are
being made? Some would no longer contend
that baptism is essential for one to get into
Christ to be saved. Some claim that instru-
mental music in worship is not a “salvation
issue” and thus is not unauthorized. Some
have gone so far as to introduce instruments
of music into their worship services. There
is the use of “praise teams” of men and
women leading the congregation singing,
like a choir, and turn the worship into a form
of entertainment for the audience to please
them with “contemporary worship.” Then
there is the desire to place women into lead-
ership positions within the congregation
contrary to the teaching of Scripture. Some,
not going that far, have introduced a different
kind of leadership than that found in the
Bible, whereby they maintain that elders
have no authority except the authority of
their example. There is also the desire to de-
emphasize the doctrine of Christ, preferring

Lord, Teach

“Take heed that ye do not your alms
before men, to be seen of them: otherwise
ye have no reward of your Father which is
in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine
alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee,

to speak only of the love, mercy, and grace
of God rather than preach the “whole coun-
sel of God” that would include the justice of
God. There is a greater emphasis on self,
whereby one’s feelings and emotions are
more important than the inspired Word.
These things are occurring because of the
“market-driven” nature of their work. That
is, giving to those who attend what they want,
what they are seeking, rather than what they
need, the solid teaching of the Word of God.
Catering to “felt needs” rather than preach-
ing the “whole counsel of God” that might
upset the people and drive them away.

One onlyhas tolook at the world of denom-
inationalism to see that those who desire to
bring such changes to the Lord’s people are
simply seeking to be like the denominations
around them.

Brethren, let us ever be “on guard” to
ensure that such do not take control of the
congregation and move it from being the
Lord’s church to being like the denomina-
tions that are found around us. May we ever
seek to be the Lord’s church, teaching the
Lord’s will, preaching the Gospel of Christ,
that power, and the only power that can save.

Deceased

Us to Pray

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
in the streets, that they may have glory of
men. Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward. But when thou doest alms, let not
thy left hand know what thy right hand



doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and
thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly. And when thou prayest,
thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for
they love to pray standing in the synagogues
and in the corners of the streets, that they
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you,
They have their reward. But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye
pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen

His Own

The drawn expressions of shock were still
upon the faces of the neighbors and friends
who were gathering to offer sympathy to his
widow. Like most of us, these knew the in-
evitability of death, but his was not expected
yet. His widow met the three of us as we
entered the room.

Her husband had died suddenly during
the evening worship assembly. One minute
he was singing praise, and the next, he was
slumping forward as his soul left his body.
He had prepared, but he was not ready. That
is, he had prepared for changing worlds
someday by obeying the Gospel and growing
for many years into a mature soul, but he was
not expecting that this would be the day of
death. We offered our condolences as his wife
recounted the already precious memories of
the hours spent with him that day.

I was glancing around the room, noticing
the usual touches of comfortable housekeep-

do: for they think that they shall be heard for
their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like
unto them: for your Father knoweth what
things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen” (Mat. 6:1-13).

Benefit

ing. Next to his favorite chair were books and
commentaries, arranged at hand on a table
as if they had been left in the midst of use to
go to the evening meeting. On that table was
awell-worn Bible with a sheet of paper mark-
ing a place in it. She saw my eyes lingering
on this place of study, and she explained that
while she had ironed clothes during the
afternoon, he had sat there and studied. One
of them asked, “Was he preparing to teach a
class?” “No,” she replied, “he was just reading
the Bible for his benefit”

Here is the key to spiritual growth and
maturity. The rich benefits of the Bible are
available to those who read it with proper
motives. Itiscommendable to read and study
the Bible to share its truths with others, but
this is good only if we constantly read the
Scriptures for our own benefit.

Author Unknown
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f Sick \

Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe Dot Dodd

Phyllis Brantley

Ann Millsap (Karen Hatcher’s aunt)

Nancy Schleppi (Joyce Johnson’s
friend)

Please Remember

August 1

Bill Crowe will hand out

visitation cards for Group 1.
August 8

Deacons’ meeting will be held

before the afternoon service, in

room 1.

\/

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
classes.html

Defender and Beacon
Available Via E-Mail

Send your e-mail address to:

bellviewcoc@gmail.com

N J
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The Campbell Myth
Jim Miller

Those who charge that Alexander
Campbell was the founder of the church of
Christ do so for one of the following rea-
sons: (1) they do not know any better and
are ignorant of the Truth, (2) they do so to
ridicule and to reflect upon the Lord’s
church in a bad way, or (3) they are afraid
to admit that the church of Christ is the
church of the New Testament (Mat. 16:18;
Acts 2:47).

The Lord promised to build His church
(Mat. 16:18). We later read where the Lord
began to add people to His church (Acts
2:47). Earlier in Acts 2, we learn that the
apostles preached the Gospel in Jerusalem
on Pentecost. Those who believed in Jesus
were instructed to repent of their sins and
be baptized to be forgiven of their sins (2:37-
38). About 3,000 of them obeyed those com-
mands, were saved, and were added to the

church (2:41, 47). The other apostles were
the ones who stood up with Peter as he
preached this first Gospel sermon. There is
no mention of a man by the name of Alexan-
der Campbell in Acts 2.

Campbell was born in Northern Ireland
in 1786 and came to this country on Septem-
ber 29, 1809. He was at one time a member
of Presbyterian and later, Baptist churches.
Upon finding that neither of these churches
followed the teachings of Christ, he could
no longer remain in them. Taking the New
Testament, heread hisway to an understand-
ing of Truth.

Here are some facts for consideration:
(1) Christ established His church in Ap 33
(Acts 2). Campbell was not born until 1,753
years later. (2) Christ purchased the church
with His blood (20:28). Campbell never died
to purchase any church. (3) Paul stated in



approximately the year AD 64 that the Colos-
sians had been delivered from the power of
darkness and translated into the kingdom of
Christ (Col. 1:13). These were added to the
kingdom/church of Christ over seventeen
centuries before Campbell was born.

Campbell did not originate a single doc-
trine or practice in the church of Christ.
Every doctrine and practice of true churches
of Christ dates back to the first-century Ap
and is recorded in the New Testament (Rom.
16:16). Along with several others, Campbell
did determine to leave man-made churches
and return to the New Testament. We com-
mend him for returning to the New Testa-
ment. We also urge all people who are con-
cerned about their souls to do the same
today.

Those who read these words should now
understand that Mr. Campbell had nothing
whatsoever to do with establishing the
church of Christ. There is only one church
mentioned in the New Testament, and every
person is urged to obey the Gospel of Christ,
at which point the Lord will add him to His
church (Acts 2:47). Churches of men offer
no hope beyond the grave, for they all shall
be rooted up (Mat. 15:13). Christ will deliver
up His church to the Father following the
Day of Judgment (1 Cor. 15:23-24; Eph.
5:27).

I plead with all to obey the Gospel of
Christ, become a member of His church, and
worship and serve Him faithfully while you
have the opportunity, for there is salvation
in none other (Acts 4:12).

Gray, ME

The New Testament Book of Proverbs

The book of James could accurately be
called “the New Testament book of
Proverbs” because of the wisdom it exhibits.
It does not have one theme but a variety of
subjects and may be compared to a string of
beads with moral truths strung. It is the most
Jewish book of the New Testament, yet James
makes 23 allusions to Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount. Yet, it is the most practical book in
the New Testament; emphasis is on action
rather than talking.

The Author

The book refers only to “James, a servant
of God and the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:1). In
the New Testament, James, the son of

Alphaeus, was one of the twelve (Mat. 10:3).
Nothing is known of this James, and there
is no connection with the book of James.
James, the brother of John, the son of
Zebedee, was also one of the twelve. He was
beheaded by Herod Agrippalin Ap 44. Thus,
hewasnottheauthor ofthisbook. Thisleaves
James, the Lord’s brother, as the author
(Mark 6:3). He was not in sympathy with
the Lord’s work during His lifetime (Mat.
12:46-50; John 7:5), but he was changed by
the resurrection appearance of the Savior
(1 Cor. 15:7). He was with the apostles and
Mary at Pentecost (Acts 1:14) and later
became a leader in the church of Jerusalem



(12:17; 15). He was a “pillar in the church”
(Gal. 1:19; 2:9). He was the author of this
great book.
The Outline
When we see that James wanted hisreader
to become the perfect man, we see a plan in
hisbook. With thisin mind, look at the topics
he pursues:
1. In his attitude toward trials and
temptations (1:2-4, 12).
2. In his reception of the Word (1:21-
25).
3. In his impartiality toward others
(2:1-13).

4. 1Inhis credentials of faith (2:14-26).
In his use of the tongue (3:1-12).
6. In his attitude toward true wisdom

w

(3:13-18).

7. In his amiableness and humility
(4:6-10).

8. In his consideration of his fellow
man (5:1-3).

9. In his patience and enduring of
affliction (5:7).
10. In his effort on behalf of the erring
brother (5:19-20).
Author Unknown

No-Cost Religion
Al Brown

After God had told David to build an
altar and worship God on the threshing
floor of Araunah, this Jebusite offered the
king the threshing floor and everything
necessary to worship God. David refused
the offer with these words:

Nay; but I will verily buy it of thee at a

price; neither will I offer burnt-offerings

unto Jehovah my God which cost me

nothing (2 Sam. 24:24).

Would that all Christians had the attitude
of David. Instead, they often show the very
opposite disposition. David realized that an
offering that cost him nothing was worth
exactly that to him—nothing. God has always
demanded the best that each person has—not
what somebody else has (Lev. 22:21).

All we have has been given to us by God
to use for His glory and in His service. We

are but stewards of these things (1 Pet. 4:10).
The Lord expects us to be good stewards, but
giving what comes without cost to us is not
practicing faithful stewardship.

The measure of our devotion, reverence,
andlove for Godisin direct proportion to how
much we are willing to commit to the service
of God or how much we are willing to sacrifice
(John 12:3ff). Those who take the easiest,
cheapest way to serve God are, in reality, ser-
vants of self, not God.

There is to be nothing cheap about our reli-
gion. Itis to be the best we have—the same atti-
tude that characterized David. “T will...[not]
offer...unto Jehovah my God [that] which cost
me nothing”

Deceased
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Abusing the Lord’s Supper
Bill Jackson

Inlookinginto 1 Corinthians 11, we have
these words from the apostle to help us see
Corinth’s condition as regards to worship:

(1) Coming together for the worse
(11:17).

(2) Coming together in a divided state
(11:18).

(3) Coming together with an allegiance
to men (11:19).

(4) Coming together with no thought
as to the significance of the Supper
(11:20).

(5) Coming together in mixing their
common meal items in with wor-
ship (11:21-22).

(6) Coming together with no discern-
ment of the body of the Lord, and
thus their participation was in an
unworthy manner (11:27-29).

The apostle indicates a great spiritual
sickness in their midst, with some actually
“in death” (11:30). The wonderful privilege
of worship was being abused, perverted, and
mishandled. We must continually examine
ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5) in this and in every
way, that we ensure that our worship will be
in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

Wewantto speak of theabuse of the Lord’s
Supper in our own time and some particular
ways wherein we should now stop and exam-
ine ourselves with a determination to
improve. We make mention of these points
regarding the abuse just noted:

We abuse the Lord’s Supper when there
isno anticipation of worship. The Christian
is a worshipper, and worship is a significant
and continual part of hislife. Yes, “exhort one
another” (Heb. 10:25). The Supper is men-
tioned as a rallying cause of the saints on the



first day of the week (Acts 20:7). If the Supper
is meaningless to us as we think of it, and as
we approach the observance of it, it will be
meaningless as we partake as well.

Things | Wish | Had
Known Before | Was

Twenty-One

o That my health after thirty depended
in alarge degree on what I put into my
stomach before I was twenty-one.

« How to take care of money.

o 'That a man’s habits are mighty hard to
change after he is twenty-one.

o That a harvest depends upon the
seeds sown.

« That things worthwhile require time,
patience, and work.

o That you cannot get something for
nothing.

o 'The value of absolute truthfulness in
everything.

« 'The folly of not taking older people’s
advice.

o That what my mother wanted me to
do was right.

o 'That “dad” wasn't an old fogy after all.

o More of the helpful and inspiring
message of the Bible.

« The greatness of the opportunity and
joy of serving a fellow man.

o 'That Jesus Christ wants to be my Sav-
ior and friend.

Author Unknown

We abuse the Supper if we have the view
that “this is all that matters.” There are five
avenues of worship, and if five are necessary,
then all five are essential. There has been too
much of an attitude that says, “Just so I get
the Lord’s Supper!” For all its importance, it
is not all-important! It is fruitless to be half-
hearted in all other worship and try to be of
a spiritual mind when it is time to observe
the Supper.

We abuse the Supper if we think that
observance somehow makes up for the time
misspent in sin, indifference, and careless-
ness. Not one word is said in the New Testa-
ment about the Lords Supper affecting
“cleansing” for the disobedient child of God!
If he is unfaithful to God, he is in no better
position to partake of the Lord’s Supper than
to sing or pray. Without proper correction
in life, he only adds sin to sin in going
through the motions of the Lord’s Supper
observance.

We abuse the Supper if we so spend the
week or weekend in fun and games, per-
haps on vacation, and just barely squeeze
in time to attend a service, arriving lateand
nearly to the point of exhaustion, and we
do manage to “get the Supper” Body and
mind in such shape for worship are needed
to worship “in spirit”—with spiritand under-
standing (1 Cor. 14:15). It is an abuse of all
worship, not just the Supper when I can
barely find an hour to give to God!

Finally, one of the most flagrant abuses
is on the part of those who willfully absent
themselves on Sunday mornings and then
will rise to partake on Sunday evenings as



if some matter beyond their control blocked
them that morning. We know that sick-
nesses and emergencies arise, but we are
thinking of the willful absence and then the
Sunday evening partaking as if God would
subsidize the negligence. This willful absence
is an abuse of the purpose and intent of the

Lord’s Supper—a memorial with significance
for Spiritual people!

May we examine ourselves in this avenue
of worship,andinall others, that we will truly
worship God in spirit and in truth (John
4:24), and that our coming together be for
The Better! (1 Cor. 11:17).

Deceased

10 Reasons to Study the Bible

1. The Bible yields sweet fruits to him that
reads. Its depths are unfathomable, and
its riches are unlimited (Rom. 11:33).

2. Knowledge of the Gospel truth is nec-
essary before being made free from sin
(John 8:32).

3. We cannot make clear to unsaved peo-
ple what is not clear to ourselves. “The
disciple is not above his teacher” The
blind must not lead the blind (Luke
6:39; Rom. 2:19; 2 Pet. 1:9).

4. The possession of a working knowl-
edge of the Bible arms one for the war-
fare of life. “And take the helmet of sal-
vation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17).

5. A working knowledge of the Bible “fur-
nishes the man of God to every good
work.” There is a Bible message to cover
every condition and problem of every
human being. It can be used in every
emergency from the cradle to the grave
(2 Tim. 3:13-17).

6. The knowledge of the Bible enables one
to be comforted and offers help to dis-
couraged and distressed brethren,

“comfort one another with these words”
(1 The. 4:18).

7. Only by a knowledge of the Word of God
can you feed your soul. “Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Mat. 4:4).

8. Alack of Bible knowledge will make you
a workman that needeth to be ashamed
because you do not know how to handle
aright the Word of Truth (2 Tim. 2:15).

9. A knowledge of the Bible is the only
safeguard against fatal error. “Do ye not
therefore err, because ye know not the
scriptures, neither the power of God?”
(Mark 12:24).

10. We cannot be the parents we ought to
be without nurturing our children in
the chastening and admonition of the
Lord (Eph. 6:4).

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, That

I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11).

Author Unknown
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Of Such Is the Kingdom of Heaven
Brad Green

Jesus said, “Suffer little children, and for-
bid them not, to come unto me: for of such
is the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 19:14). The
word translated suffer means to send forth,
to permit or to allow, and not to hinder
(Thayer’s Greek Lexicon). After hearing of the
healing power of Jesus and the blessings that
He bestowed, many parents and guardians
began bringing children to Jesus. Some of
the children were infants (Luke 18:15), and
the disciples began to rebuke “those that
brought” the children (Mark 10:13). The rea-
son for rebuke is not given, but Jesus reveals
that the disciples’ rebuke is unwarranted and
wrong. Jesus tells His disciples to bring the
children to Him because “of such is the king-
dom of heaven” Jesus response is very
telling. First, the statement verifies that those
who will be saved must share a similar dis-
position and specific characteristics exhib-

ited by children. Second, it proves that the
idea that babies are born in sin, as is taught
by many denominations, is a damnable false
doctrine. If babies and little children were
tull of sin, why would Jesus compel them to
come to Him and then state, “of such is the
kingdom of heaven?” Jesus was not saying
that the kingdom of heaven is composed of
a group of little sinners. He was, however,
stating that the composition of the saved
would share qualities that children display.
One Christ-like characteristic shared by
the saved and by children is innocence. Chil-
dren are innocent from the guilt of sin (Eze.
18:20). Just as little children cannot walk
until their muscles have time to grow and
develop, they cannot know and understand
the Law of Christ until they have had time
to grow and develop their mental faculties.
“Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John



3:4), and since a small child’s mind is unable
to comprehend and discern the meaning of
the law, he is not found guilty of that law. In
like manner, a Christian can be seen as inno-
cent from sin by obeying the Gospel of
Christ, which culminates in water baptism
(Acts 2:38) whereby one can have all his past
sins washevd away (22:16). Children are also
innocent to the ways of the world. The prac-
tice of worldliness only rears itself after a
child has been taught and trained, by word
or by deed, the paths of sin. A Christian is
to be innocent of the ways of the world as
well.
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable ser-
vice. And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God (Rom. 12:1-2).
Second, children exhibit a humble atti-
tude. While theadults were interested in who

would be the greatest in the kingdom, Jesus
replied, “Whosoever therefore shall humble
himself as thislittle child, the same is great-
est in the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 18:4).
Last, since children are humble, they have
no problems forgiving one another. Chil-
dren can be red-faced and full of anger one
second and then laughing and playing again
the next. Christians must have this same for-
giving spirit towards those who will repent.
Peter asked:

Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against

me, and I forgive him? till seven times?

Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee,

Until seven times: but, Until seventy

times seven” (18:21-22).

Jesus desires that His followers be willing to
forgive as often as the erring brother is will-
ing to truly repent and ask for that forgive-
ness.

Let us continue to put into practice the
child-like qualities of innocence, humility,
and forgiveness, “for of such is the kingdom
of heaven.”

Lenoir City, TN

When in Doubt

James D. Bales

We often say concerning our conduct as
a Christian: “When in doubt, don’t” That is,
when we think that a thing may be wrong,
we ought not to do that thing. Unless we are
sure that it is the Christian thing to do, we
state in this phrase that we should not do it.
One may well apply this to his conduct. How-
ever, can one thereby draw up a law, which
all others must follow, that “when I am in

doubt, others shouldn’t”? That is when I am
not sure that a thing is right; not only will I
refuse to do it, but I shall refuse to let anyone
else do it—even though he does not have my
doubtand may be confident that it is correct.
Is there not a difference between drawing a
line, on the above basis, for your conductand
making a law for the behavior of all others?
Must not every man be assured in his con-



science? Oris my conscience, when in doubt,
tobethe supreme court that governsall other
consciences? Or should I simply present the
basis for my doubt to the other conscience
without making it a law for that other con-
science? After all, if I doubt that it is correct,
but am not sure that it is wrong, then I have

no right to make a law based on my doubt
that it is assuredly false. Can I be so positive
where I doubt?

Deceased

Great Soldiers
G. K. Wallace

We constantly talk about the men who
have fought great battles on the front line.
We overlook the great men and women
who have served in a more humble posi-
tion. The preacher is essential in the con-
gregation, and so is the janitor. The place
one occupies is not as important as the
faithful service rendered. There was alaw
in Israel that said, “but as his part is that
goeth down to the battle, so shall his part
be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part
alike” (1 Sam. 30:24). This was a just law.
He who stayed at home and served had
a right to share in the booty of war. The
preacher and the janitor who serve to the
best of their ability will be recompensed
alike. If we have served to the best of our
talents, we shall all be crowned alike. We
praise the great preachers of today and
yesterday and overlook the great mothers
who gave us their sons and trained them
so well. “Brighten the corner where you
are”

Deceased

Too Late
W. M. Taylor

There are no more melancholy words
inthelanguage than these. Too late! Thave
heard them uttered by abrotherashehur-
riedhometo seeadying father. Hearrived
only to be told that he had breathed his
last, and not soon shall I forget the agony
they then expressed. Too late! I have
known them uttered by a skillful surgeon
when he was summoned to the bedside
of a dying man, and I have marked the
sadness to which they have given birth.
Too late! I have heard them uttered by an
anxious crowd as they stood gazing on a
burning building and sadly saw the fail-
ure of those who sought to save the
inmates from destruction. Too late! T have
known them uttered by the noble crew
of the lifeboat when, as they put out to
the sinking ship, they beheld her go down
before their eyes, and “the freighted souls
within her” But, oh! None of these cir-
cumstances are half so heartrending as
those in which the sinner who has de-
spised his day must find himself when the
terrible discovery is made that he is too
late to enter heaven.

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:
Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe Dot Dodd

David Jackson (Carla Burleson’s
cousin)

Dovie Morris (Aleacia Godwin’s
aunt)

Chip Crowe (Bill & Peggy Crowe’s
son)

Donna Tummbler (Aleacia
Godwin’s cousin)

Paulette Owens (Sheila Myrick’s
cousin)

Please Remember

August 15

Bill Crowe will hand out

visitation cards for Group 2.
August 15

Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be

held after the afternoon service,

in room 1.
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YouTube Channel
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Sermon Outlines
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Bible Classes on Isaiah
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Thought for Today
Jimmie Z. Gribble

For from you sounded out the word of
the Lord not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith

to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we

need not to speak any thing. For they

themselves shew of us what manner of
entering in we had unto you, and how ye

turned to God from idols to serve the liv-

ing and true God; And to wait for his Son

from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us

from the wrath to come (1 The. 1:8-10).

We are not a people that like to wait. We
jokingly request patience, and we want
patience now. One of the old phrases used
in the Army was, “Hurry up and wait” One
exit that I use just about every day demon-
strates that people do not like to wait. At
approximately 4:00 p.m. and later, a line
forms to exit I-64, reaching even to cars
remaininginonelane onI-64. Several people

donotlike to wait, so they goas faras possible
and then cut in, even honking at those
already in line for not letting them in.

The apostle Paul wrote of the Thessaloni-
ans that they wait for Jesus to come from
heaven. Wait means “to wait for one (Ger-
man: erharren, or rather heranharren—i.e.,
to await one whose coming is known or fore-
seen), with the added notion of patience and
trust” (Thayers Greek Lexicon). And “to
remain, wait. To wait for, await, expect” (The
Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Tes-
tament).

The coming of Jesus is known. Jesus
taught His disciples about His coming. Jesus
said:

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe

in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s

house are many mansions: if it were not

so, I would have told you. I go to prepare



a place for you. And if I go and prepare a

place for you, I will come again, and re-

ceive you unto myself; that where I am,

there ye may be also (John 14:1-3).

When Jesus ascended into heaven, the
apostles were told of His coming again. Luke
recorded the words of the two men wearing
white apparel, “Which also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

We know that Jesus is coming again. The
apostle Paul wrote of His coming. One par-
ticular place Paul wrote:

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose

again, even so them also which sleep in

Jesus will God bring with him. For this

we say unto you by the word of the Lord,

that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
them which are asleep. For the Lord him-

self shall descend from heaven with a

shout, with the voice of the archangel,

and with the trump of God: and the dead

in Christ shall rise first: Then we which

are alive and remain shall be caught up

together with them in the clouds, to meet

the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever

be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one

another with these words (1 The. 4:14-18).

We, too, are to wait for Jesus. But, one
might ask, “How long do we have to wait?”
While here on earth, our Lord said, “But of
that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not
the angels of heaven, but my Father only”
(Mat. 24:36). We know He is coming; we do
not know when He is coming. Therefore, we
wait until He comes, and we patiently wait
for His coming. James wrote, “Be patient
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long
patience for it, until he receive the early and
latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your
hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh” (James 5:7-8).

Beloved, although we do not like to wait
for a lot of things, one thing we must wait
for, and wait for patiently, is the coming of
the Lord. Beloved, wait for the Lord. Beloved,
listen to all of God’s Word. God will do thee
good!

Portsmouth, VA

Volunteers

Once when five volunteers were needed
to undertake a dangerous mission, a general
lined up his men and asked for all those will-
ing to volunteer to take one step forward.
During the process he turned his back.
When he refaced his men, theline was intact.
As he expressed his disappointment that not
one single man was brave enough to volun-

teer for the task, a corporal interrupted him,
saying, “We all stepped forward, sir.”

Think what it would mean to the church
if this was the attitude of all Christians. In
spite of all the good that is being done in con-
gregations throughout the brotherhood, we
know that it is being done by a very small
percentage of those who are members. Too



many people choose just to be counted as
members of the church but do not want to
be counted as workers for the church. But
suppose all Christians should step forward,
volunteer, at once. The story would be much
different.

Think what it would mean here. is
looking for teachers; wouldn't it be different
if people would not have to be forced to teach
but that they would volunteer to teach?

tries to get people to lead singing,

what if they volunteered? People are needed
to lead in prayer, serve on the Lord’s Table,
make announcements, visit the sick, visit
wayward members, set up Bible studies, invite
people to worship, and a thousand and one
other things. What if people would volunteer
to do these things instead of being con-
scripted into service? Let us all begin volun-
teering for the activities before us.

Author Unknown

There Is No God?
Jim Bishop

There is no God. All of the wonders
around us are accidental. No Almighty hand
made a thousand-million stars. They made
themselves. No power keeps them on their
steady course. The earth spins itself to keep
the oceans from falling off toward the sun.
Infants teach themselves to cry when they
are hungry or hurt. A small flower invented
itself so that we could extract digitalis for sick
hearts.

The earth gave itself day and night, tilted
itself so that we get seasons. Without the
magnetic poles, man would be unable tonav-
igate the trackless oceans of water and air,
but they just grew there. Why does snow sit
on mountaintops waiting for the warm
spring sun to melt it at just the right time for
the young crops in farms below to drink? A
very lovely accident.

The human heart will beat for seventy to
eighty years without faltering. How does it
get sufficient rest between beats? A kidney

will filter poison from the blood and leave
good things alone. How does it know one
from the other? How about the sugar ther-
mostat in the pancreas? It maintains a level
of sugar in the blood sufficient for energy.
Without it, all of us would fall into a coma
and die.

Who gave the human tongue flexibility,
form words, and a brain to understand them
but denied it to the animal kingdom? Who
showed a womb how to take the love of two
persons and keep splitting a tiny ovum until,
intime, ababywould have the correct number
of fingers, eyes, ears, and hair in the right
places, and come into the world when it is
strong enough to sustain life?

There Is No God?
[This “tongue-in-cheek” piece was written
by American newspaper columnist and his-
torian Jim Bishop!]
Deceased
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“Book Review”
Tim Smith

Brotherhood papers sometimes run
pieces which they call “Book Review.” They
take various books, review their contents,
summarize the author’s life, and thus entice
the paper’s readers to read the book. I have
found a book that is reviewed very little, if
ever, by most of the advocates of “modern
preaching.” I would like to review it here and
commend it to your reading.

The author of this book has been around
forever, and a lot of his ideas on religion are
commonlylooked upon as outdated and old-
fashioned. He holds some really tough views
onmany “doctrinal issues” we presently face.
Among these are:

1. His conception of the New Testa-
ment church: He teaches that there is
only one right church and that it is
right because it adheres to the Bible
only in all matters of faith and prac-

tices. He denies that we should ex-
tend fellowship to the denominational
world “upon their acceptance of Jesus
as the Christ” He denies that there are
many “knowledgeable Christians scat-
tered among the denominations.” It is
His view that unless one obeys the
commands of the New Testament, he
is lost!

. His view on the Mechanical Instru-

ment of Music in Worship: He holds
that to add mechanical instruments is
to do that which there is no authority.
Not one time from beginning to the
end of His book do we read of His
giving approval to this practice in the
New Testament church. With Him,
singing is all that is allowed, not
singing and playing, or singing and
humming.



3. His view on Marriage, Divorce, and
Remarriage: The author of this book
believes that for a man (any man) to
marry and divorce for any reason
other than fornication, and remarry,
places him in the sinful state of adul-
tery. It is further His position that the
only way for him to have forgiveness
for this sin is for him to repent (turn
away from, break off the adulterous
union).

4. His View of False Teachers: He
teaches that if a man is teaching error
and will not repent, he needs to be
“marked” and fellowship withheld
from him (Rom. 16:17-18).

These are just a few of His oddities that
seem to have lost their place in our system,
but still, this book is a good one.

Thebook under consideration was written
over a period of at least 1600 years. It men-
tions many of the men known by its author,
their failures and successes, their doctrinal
stances, and their dealings with the author.

It contains poetry, history, and biography.
It tells of love, hate, war, peace, friends, and

enemies. It is so popular that it has been
printed in many languages and dialects.

At one time in history, only high-ranking
churchmen were allowed to possess it. It was
revered as the greatest book ever written. All
mankind desired to owna copy, but most were
denied this privilege. All religious men once
heeded it as the high standard of judgment,
and its words once filled our land with zeal.
However, I have recently noticed its decline
in popularity. We no longer hear it used in
the pulpit as it once was. People have become
so image-minded that they feel the use of this
book might scar the church’s image—people
desire to hear “smooth things” and not the
contents of this book.

You have guessed by now, the author’s
name is Jehovah, and the name of His book
is The Bible. The honor that was once paid
has been turned to scorn in some places. But
this writer still loves the Book and its Author.
We need to spend our time reviewing the
contents of God’s Book and preaching His
Word.

Deceased

“A Fit Subject”
Cled E. Wallace

“One must be born into the Kingdom,
and then he is a fit subject to be baptized into
the church” (Baptist Scribe).

Then “he is a fit subject” of the kingdom
of God out of Christ. “For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ did put on Christ”
(Gal. 3:27). “Wherefore if any man is in
Christ, he is a new creature: the old things

are passed away; behold, they are become
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). A man is a new creature
only in Christ. He is baptized into Christ,
yet, according to this wild Baptist, heisa full-
fledged citizen of the kingdom before he gets
into Christ. “For in one Spirit were we all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all



made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).
The “one body” is the church. “And he is the
head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18).
“Gave him to be head over all things to the
church, which is his body” (Eph. 1:22-23).
We are baptized into Christ, into the body,
into the church. “Christ also is the head of
the church, being himself the saviour of the
body” (5:23). How does one getinto theking-
dom? The same way, of course, for the church
is Hiskingdom. “Except one be born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God” (John 3:5). It is equivalent to
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved” (Mark 16:16). A citizen of the king-
dom is not “a fit subject to be baptized into
the church”because he has already been bap-
tized and is already in the church. The Bap-
tistsare wrong, or else [ have the wrong Book.
“The Place to Stick”

“If our teachers and preachers will stick
to the New Testament doctrines, asindicated
and formulated by our Lord and explained
and taught by Paul, we will continue to have
just as staunch Baptists as were extant fifty
yearsagoand three hundred yearsago” (Bap-
tist Scribe).

Well, beloved, the New Testament is a
mighty good place to stick, but if you stick
too close to it, it will rip you loose from the
Baptist Church where you seem to be mainly
sticking at present. I am not particularly
interested in Baptists “staunch” or otherwise
“fifty yearsago” or even “three hundred years
ago.” The proposition to “stick to the New
Testament” does interest me immensely. If
there were any “staunch Baptists” back there,

they must have been extant, for the New Tes-
tament says nothing about them. It does not
even mention the Baptist Church. According
to the best information I can get from unbi-
ased sources, I can “stick to the New Testa-
ment doctrines, as indicated and formulated
by our Lord and explained and taught by
Paul” by simply being a Christian like Paul
was before there were any Baptists. Accord-
ing to all the information I have and freely
admitted even by Baptists, a man can be
saved and reach heaven and never be a Bap-
tist at all. Being a Baptist is one of the great
non-essentials in religion. I propose to be a
staunch Christian and “stick to” fundamen-
tals.

Deceased

He Was a Christian

He was a Christian, and he prayed. He
asked for strength to do greater things,
but he was given infirmity that he might
do better things.

He asked for riches that he might be
happy; he was given poverty thathe might
be wise.

He asked for power that he might have
the praise of men; he was given weakness
that he might feel the need of God.

He had received nothing that he asked
for, all that he hoped for. His prayer seems
unanswered, but he is most blessed.

Author Unknown
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Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe Dot Dodd

David Jackson (Carla Burleson’s
cousin)

Dovie Morris (Aleacia Godwin’s
aunt)

Donna Tummbler (Aleacia
Godwin’s cousin)

Paulette Owens (Sheila Myrick’s
cousin)

Phillip Warr and family (Terri
MyricK’s brother)

Please Remember

September 5

Bill Crowe will hand out

visitation cards for Group 1.
September 12

Deacons’ meeting will be held

before the afternoon service, in

room 1.

.
YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/

\ classes.html /
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Today’s Church Must Be

the Church of the First Century
Charles Pogue

Sometimes people scoff at the idea of the
New Testament pattern for the church. They
will say it is neither possible nor desirable
for today’s church to be the same as the one
begun in Jerusalem in ADp 33. On the con-
trary, the church of today must be the church
of the first century.

Today’s church must be the church of the
first century because the church was and is
the design of God. The church was in God’s
eternal purpose (Eph. 3:9-11). The Old Tes-
tament prophets, including Isaiah (Isa.2:1-3),
Daniel (Dan. 2:26-44), and Micah (Mic. 4:1-
2), prophesied concerning it. Among the
things Daniel stated about that church, or
kingdom, was that it would stand forever.
Today’s church must be the church of the first
century because the things taught concerning

it from the very beginning were to be taught
in the future. Paul sent Timothy to Corinth
to bring to their remembrance the same
things he taught everywhere in every church
(1 Cor. 4:17). Writing to Timothy, Paul told
him to teach the things Paul had taught him
so they could teach it to others (2 Tim. 2:2).
Peter declared that God had given usall things
that pertain to life and godliness. The church
is one of those things that pertain to life and
godliness in as much as God adds the saved
to the church (Acts 2:47). Paul affirms that
Christ is the Savior of the body (Eph. 5:23).
Where is there any recall of any of the instruc-
tions taught by the apostle in the New Testa-
ment? There is not! And where is there
authority on the part of man to change the
church? Again, there is none.



Today’s church must be the church of the
first century because the miraculous gifts of
the Spirit ended when that which was perfect
(the completed Word) was come (1 Cor. 13:
1-13). If the Word of God is perfect, and that
Word describes the message, the worship,
the organization, and the work of the church,
which it does, then the church must remain
the same as it was in the first century.

Today’s church must be the church of the
first century because Jesus Christ built the
church (Mat. 16:18), He purchased it with
His blood (Acts 20:28), and He is the head
over all things to it (Eph. 1:22; Col. 1:18). If
aman changes the churchinanyregard, then
he has usurped the headship of Christ. Man
cannot usurp the authority of God, or he will
pay for that in the judgment.

Today’s church must be the church of the
first century because anyone who takes away
from the Word of God will have his name
taken away from thebook oflife. Anyone who
adds to it will have added unto him, the
plagues written in the book (Rev. 22:18-19).
One cannot change the church of the first
century without removing something that
was a God-given attribute of it or that was
not commanded of God. In other words, any
change made by man is either an addition or
a subtraction, and such will result in him
losing his soul.

When man changes the church Jesus
built, it is no longer the church Jesus built,
and there is no salvation in any institution
of man. We must not, for our souls’ sakes,
change the church of the first century.

Deceased

God’s Law of Exclusion
Ed Johnson

Although the Bible does not explicitly teach
it in so many words, God’s law of exclusion is
taught in principle. Many times, when we, as
Bible teachers, point out that a particular prac-
tice cannot be included in worship, we are told,
“But it doesn’t say not to.”

It is as important to respect the silence of
the Scripturesasitis to respect what is spoken.
We must “speak where the Bible speaks and
be silent where the Bible is silent.” That prin-
ciple is taught time after time in the Scriptures.

God told Noah to make the ark of gopher
wood (Gen. 6:14). God did not need to tell
Noah not to use oak, ash, or any other kind of
wood. Noah knew that God’s instructions to

use gopher wood excluded all other kinds of
wood because God did not authorize them.
The Bible says that Noah did “according to all
that God commanded him” (6:22). Noah was
a great builder because he respected God’s law
of exclusion.

In Leviticus 10:1-2, we conclude that God
had given Nadab and Abihu instructions
(commanded) what He wanted or would
accept in worship to Him. This command
would exclude anything other than what God
said He wanted. These two sons of Aaron
offered something different, something that
was not included and thus excluded. They
offered up “strange fire” before Jehovah and



lost their lives as a result. This was a strange
fire which, “Jehovah,...had not commanded”
The fire they offered was excluded under God’s
law of exclusion.

Elisha instructed Naaman that his leprosy
would leave him if he would wash seven times
in the Jordan River (2 Kin. 5:10). Naaman’s
feelings were that the rivers Abana and
Pharpar in Damascus were “better than all the
waters of Israel” (5:12). Whether or not Naa-
man’s evaluation of the rivers was correct, the
point was that Elisha’s instructions to wash in
the Jordan excluded all other rivers. Naaman
washed in the Jordan, and God cleansed his
leprosy. Naaman was cleansed because he
respected God’s law of inclusion (the Jordan
River) and God’s law of exclusion (all other
rivers).

In our worship of God, what the New Tes-
tament authorizes automatically excludes

Things to Remember

The value to time;

The value of perseverance;

The pleasure of working;

The dignity of simplicity;

The worth of character;

The power of kindness;

The influence of example;

The obligation of duty;

The wisdom of economy;

The virtue of patience;

The improvement of talent;

The joy of originating.
Author Unknown

what men may want—that which “Jehovah
....had not commanded” (Lev. 10:1). The
observance of the Lord’s Supper is to be on the
first day of the week (Acts 20:7). By identifying
that day and not authorizing any other day,
God automatically excluded any other day on
which we may observe the Lord’s Supper. The
fact that man may prefer another day for the
sake of convenience makes no difference. Any
day other than Sunday, the first day of the week,
is excluded.

Likewise, in our worship in song, we are
given a directive. We are to “[speak] one to
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your
heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). With-
out belaboring the subject, a careful and accu-
rate analysis of these two verses makes two
points: (1) Vocal music is the kind authorized.
This excludes the only other kind of music—
instrumental. (2) These verses describe the
action being taken—singing—as “speaking to
yourselves” and “admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs.” This
indicates a reciprocal action, making the
singing mutual. These verses exclude any
other kind of music, such as instrumental.
They also exclude any other form of delivery
such as solos, duets, quartets, or choirs. This
would undoubtedly exclude singing those
“psalms and hymns and spiritual songs™—a
form of worship—as entertainment. Nowhere
in God’s Word is worship authorized as enter-
tainment. A saving faith must be based on
hearing God’s Word (Rom. 10:17) and respect-
ing that Word’s law of exclusion.

Copied
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Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe Dot Dodd

David Jackson (Carla Burleson’s
cousin)

Dovie Morris (Aleacia Godwin’s
aunt)

Donna Tummbler (Aleacia
Godwin’s cousin)

Paulette Owens (Sheila Myrick’s
cousin)

Phillip Warr and family (Terri
Myrick’s brother)

Please Remember

September 5

Bill Crowe will hand out

visitation cards for Group 1.
September 12

Deacons’ meeting will be held

before the afternoon service, in

room 1.

-
YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
classes.html
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The Church and Change
Ken Chumbley

Today, we hear alot about change and the
need to change, particularly as it applies to
the political realm. From time to time, we
alsohear calls for change in the church. There
isnothingwrongwith change, inand of itself.
Further, there is nothing wrong with having
changes in the church, provided that such
changes do not violate the authority of God’s
Word. Sadly, because of ignorance of the
Truth, some would seek to introduce things
into the church that violate the authority of
God’s Word. Changes of this kind will only
weaken the church of the Lord and cause it
to lose its distinctiveness.

Years ago, a fire destroyed a church build-
ingin south Texas. The preacher’slibrary was
saved because of the actions of members of
the congregation. Among the last books to
be brought out was a book titled, Set the
Church Afire, written by Wayne Dehoney, a

former president of the Southern Baptist
Convention. In that book, he made some ob-
servations regarding the Lord’s church that
are interesting:
A closer look at the churches of Christ
would hardly reveal that their brand of
religion is on the downgrade! This fast-
growing group is one of the most potent
missionary and evangelistic forces in the
country. Their congregations are flour-
ishing, and new churches are continually
being established. A profile of faith and
practice contradicts practically every “solid
conclusion” by the authorities of the main-
line denominational establishments about
the renewal the church must experience to
“survive” The churches of Christ are anti-
ecumenical in their relationships; conser-
vative in their theology; autonomous and
democratic in their congregational practice
without any semblance of a denomina-



tional super-structure; they make rigid
moral and ethical demands on their mem-
bers in such matters as social drinking;
they are not “social-action” oriented;
they have a “messianic complex” of being
true people of God and the true church!
All of these factors combine to give them
a high motivation, an unquenchable zeal,
and an inescapable compulsion to win
the world to an acceptance of their con-
victions and beliefs. And they are grow-
ing rapidly!
These words were written in 1971 when
the Lord’s church was still growing rapidly.

When we look at what he has written, we see
why the church was growing. Sadly, many of
the things that he notes as distinguishing the
church from other religious groups have
changed. Has that change been good? When
we realize that such changes have taken away
the distinctiveness of the church, those
changes are not pleasing to God. Further, the
church has not continued to grow. We need
to think carefully about bringing about
changes in the church to ensure that any
changes we make do not violate the Lord’s
will.

Deceased

The Gospel for Today
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.

“If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed” (Gal. 1:9). The ever-increasing de-
mand for things new requires emphasis on
things old. The varied products and com-
modities of the commercial world are contin-
ually changing. Hardly has one been marketed
until a later, improved model is announced.
So, the “new model” is the salesman’s stock
argument, and the only one needed.

This sentiment, sad but true, is growing
in religion, and popular religion today is but
little more than “keeping up with the times.”
The people have become victimized by
attractions and the world is deluged with
many gospels. But there is only one attrac-
tion which can draw men to Christ. It is the
cross of Christ. “And I, if I be lifted up from
the earth, will draw all men unto me” (John

12:32). And there is only one Gospel that
saves—the Gospel of Christ. All others are
perversions. “Which is not another [gospel];
but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal.
1:7).

A perverted gospel may have in it all the
elements of the true Gospel. There are doc-
trines about God, Christ, Holy Spirit, faith,
repentance, baptism, etc.; but if these are
perversions of the true, they have no saving
power.

The Gospel of Christ is the “power of
God unto salvation,” and it is the truth that
makes men free. “Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (John
8:32). The old but ever-new Gospel of Christ
is the only Gospel that has power to save.

Deceased



Gospel Meeting
with

Tim Cozad

October 3 — 7, 2021

Sunday: 9:00 A.M.,, 10:00 AM., & 1:00 PM.
Monday — Thursday Evenings: 7:00 PM.

“Living a Godly Life in An Ungodly World”

Sunday Bible Class — Ungodliness and lts Effects

Sunday Moming Worship — Godliness

Sunday Afternoon Worship — Rewards of Godliness
Monday Evening — The Christians’ Armor

Tuesday Evening — One Nation Under God?

Wednesday Evening — Can the Church Remain Pure?
Thursday Evening — Remaining Stedfast and Unmoveable

The [essons will be available for viewing
on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html|

A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the fellowship building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday — Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room.

Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Remember in your prayers:
Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe Dot Dodd
Dovie Morris (Aleacia Godwin’s
aunt)

Donna Tummbler (Aleacia
Godwin’s cousin)

Paulette Owens (Sheila Myrick’s
cousin)

Phillip Warr and family (Terri
Myrick’s brother)

Andrea Ayliffe (Carl Ayliffe and
Charlotte Grant’s sister)

Kinsley Worley (Orville & Linda
Worley’s great-granddaughter)

Kimberly McKenzie (Orville &
Linda Worley’s granddaughter)

Please Remember
September 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.
September 19
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 2.
September 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
October 3 - 7

Gospel Meeting with Tim

\Cozad. /
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Worship
Brad Green

“GodisaSpirit:and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:24).

“In Spirit”

God is not physical; He is Spiritual and
therefore requires that worship to Him be
Spiritual. Though worship to God consists
of physical acts (because humansareandlive
in the physical realm), those acts (i.e., sing-
ing, teaching, praying, partaking of the
Lord’s supper, and giving) must be accom-
panied by mental engagement. Though the
acts themselves are essential, for they are
commanded and authorized by God, Him-
self, God does not desire that man simply
“go through the motions.” Jesus says, “thou
shaltlove the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength” (Mark 12:30). God
wants man to love and worship Him with all

of one’s might. A man can do the right things
and be wrong because his actions are void
of spirit (i.e., the proper disposition of the
heart and mind). Consider the actions of
Ananiasand Sapphira, whosolda possession
to give the proceeds to aid the apostles in
preaching the Gospel (Acts 5:1). Such an act
is worthy of commendation. However, the
Bible informs us that with this action, they
had conceived in their hearts to deceive the
apostles, their fellow man, and God (5:3-4).
The physical act was noble, but it was dis-
graced by an evil heart (spirit).

It is important to note that “in spirit” is
not referring to the Holy Spirit but instead
to the cognizant, thinking, and reasoning.
“In spirit” defines the proper attitude and
mind-frame required by man to worship
God acceptably. “In spirit” is an obligation
of man towards God and not vice versa. The



phrase “in spirit” (John 4:24) is not compa-
rable to “in the Spirit” (Rev. 1:10) as recorded
by the apostle John. The Holy Spirit mirac-
ulously led John to reveal the revelation of
Jesus Christ (1:1). Understanding that mir-
acles have ceased (1 Cor. 13:10) and that
today we are led by the Holy Spirit only by
and through the written Word of God (2 The.
2:14; Psa. 119:105), it is easy to see the differ-
ence between the two phrases.
“In Truth”

The sum of God’s Word, revealed by the
Holy Spirit and recorded by inspired men of
God, is referred to as Truth (Psa. 119:160;
John 8:31-32;17:17). God commanded Saul
to

smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that

they have, and spare them not; but slay

both man and woman, infant and suck-
ling, ox and sheep, camel and ass (1 Sam.

15:3).

Instead,

Saul and the people spared Agag, and the

best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of

the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that
was good, and would not utterly destroy
them: but every thing that was vile and

refuse, that they destroyed utterly (15:9).
After being rebuked by Samuel, Saul states:

the people took of the spoil, sheep and

oxen, the chief of the things which should
have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice

unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal (15:21).

We are not told whether this statement
made by Saul is true. It seems more likely,
due to the rebellious nature of the act, that
Saul and the people kept the best of the spoil
for themselves. However, Saul thought that
his disobedience to God would be over-

looked if said disobedience was for the noble
purpose of sacrificing to the Lord. Here,
Samuel responds:

Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt

offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the

voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is bet-

ter than sacrifice, And to hearken than

the fat of rams (15:22).

Many have perverted this passage to teach
that God is not all that interested in acts (or
works) of worship and sacrifice. The truth
presented in this text, however, is that God
requires complete obedience to His Word.
Even if Saul intended to sacrifice the spoils,
as he said, God would not accept that wor-
ship because God had commanded Saul to
“utterly destroy them.” Making a sacrifice to
God is commendable, but only if it is done
according to God’s Will and is done with
the proper desire and motive.

Let us always love God enough to simply
obey and worship God as He commands—
withall of our heart, mind, soul, and strength
and do all in accordance with God’s com-
mands (cf. Col. 3:17).

Lenoir City, TN

Wanted: Great Hearts

The Word is solemn, therefore don’t tri-
fle;

The task is difficult, therefore don’t relax;

The opportunity is brief, therefore don’t
delay;

The path is narrow, therefore don’t wan-
der;

The prize is glorious, therefore don't faint.

Author Unknown
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Sunday: 9:00 A.M.,, 10:00 AM., & 1:00 PM.
Monday — Thursday Evenings: 7:00 PM.

“Living a Godly Life in An Ungodly World”

Sunday Bible Class — Ungodliness and lts Effects

Sunday Moming Worship — Godliness

Sunday Afternoon Worship — Rewards of Godliness
Monday Evening — The Christians’ Armor

Tuesday Evening — One Nation Under God?

Wednesday Evening — Can the Church Remain Pure?
Thursday Evening — Remaining Stedfast and Unmoveable

The [essons will be available for viewing
on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html|

A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the fellowship building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday — Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room.

Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Sick
Remember in your prayers:
Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe Dot Dodd
Phillip Warr and family (Terri
Myrick’s brother)

Andrea Ayliffe (Carl Ayliffe and
Charlotte Grant’s sister)

Tia McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s daughter)

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to Aleacia Godwin in the
death of her cousin, Donna
Tummbler, on September 3. Please
keep Aleacia and the family in your
prayers.

Please Remember
September 19
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 2.
September 19
Elders/Deacons’ meeting will be
held after the afternoon service,
in room 1.
September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.

/

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist /
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We Have a Question to Consider:

Do Our Friends Really Care for Our Souls?
Johnny Oxendine

There is no question that God has given
us quite a lot to think about regarding the
Christian life and our commitment to Him.
In Psalms 142:4, we find the Psalmist making
a statement of his present condition where
he felt that “no man cared for my soul” The
context of that statement has a somewhat
different reference point. However, it is still
something that we must consider: do the
people we spend time with (those relatives,
best friends, Facebook buddies, co-workers,
and next-door neighbors) really care
whether we get to heaven or not? If we do
not care whether they care, then perhaps
we do not really care!

This subject often comes up when we are
placing emphasis on our youth making
proper decisions, but we should notlimit this

important advice to young people: all of us
need to consider this.

What does the verse in 2 Corinthians 6:14
(“Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath right-
eousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?”)
mean to us in terms of our Christian walk?
Can we just ignore it (some would like to)?
Tear it out of our Bibles (some probably
already have)?

Many in the Catholic Church feel this way
about their religion. In one New York Times
article a few years ago, some comments by
and about members of that religion were
made thatbegs the question of whether some
(actual) Christians might think the same way
(but never admit to it):



...the Vatican’s teachings on a number of
subjects, including contraception, the
ordination of women and homosexual-
ity, are out of step with the beliefs and
lifestyles of most American Catholics.
But the Americans mostly find a way to
stay in their faith by adhering to values
most important to them and quietly ig-
noring those they disagree with.

Teaching the Children

Many persons, some of whom have
wandered far from the religious beliefs of
their parents, have given testimony to the
value of the instruction they received
from God-fearing parents—usually
mothers. In many so-called “old-fash-
ioned homes,” Bible teaching was not
reduced to pleasing ittle platitudes about
loving the flowers and being kind to ani-
mals. One learned that God exists, God
loves even little children, God hates and
punishes iniquity, and that Christ died on
the cross to save us.

One of the painful things we notice
now is the fear of giving that which is
clear, strong, and essential to little people.
Our experts in religious pedagogy seem
to have forgotten that a child will proba-
bly accept and grasp more truth about
God and His Son than adults. Of course,
the truth must be put in a suitable form,
but it is unnecessary to lose the truth in
giving a pleasing form.

Author Unknown

In other words, they feel that they can
ignore doctrine and remain faithful. Another
quote: what “Catholicism embraces permits
people to identify themselves as Catholic
while disagreeing with doctrine, said Luis E.
Lugo, director of the Pew Forum on Religion
and Public Life, based in Washington.”

This is the silly kind of thinking that goes
contrary to what Scripture warns us to
remember; that the influence of the world is
a creeper. It attaches itself to Christians like
a barnacle, but it looks harmless. It comes in
the form of family, friends, jobs, and other-
worldly concerns. Not admitting to this
danger is what some brethren try to do, but
the end is death. Do those people care for
our souls? Why don't we ask them?

This is a challenge for each one of us. No
one is excluded. The next time that a non-
Christian (or even unfaithful) family mem-
ber, friend, employer, or whoever asks us to
do something that would take us away from
worship or a church-related activity (let us
miss Bible class to have a holiday dinner or
a birthday party)—the very next time—ask
that person if they care whether you go to
heaven. Look them in the eye and ask them
if they care whether the activity in question
will prevent you from (or even preparing for)
worship, fellowship, or Bible study. “Do you
care whether I go to heaven or not?”

What do you think their response will be?
If we cannot ask that question, it is because
we already know the answer and may not
really care much about our souls ourselves.

San Mateo, CA
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with

Tim Cozad

October 3 — 7, 2021

Sunday: 9:00 A.M.,, 10:00 AM., & 1:00 PM.
Monday — Thursday Evenings: 7:00 PM.

“Living a Godly Life in An Ungodly World”

Sunday Bible Class — Ungodliness and lts Effects

Sunday Moming Worship — Godliness

Sunday Afternoon Worship — Rewards of Godliness
Monday Evening — The Christians’ Armor

Tuesday Evening — One Nation Under God?

Wednesday Evening — Can the Church Remain Pure?
Thursday Evening — Remaining Stedfast and Unmoveable

The [essons will be available for viewing
on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html|

A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the fellowship building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday — Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room.

Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe

Andrea Ayliffe (Carl Ayliffe and
Charlotte Grant’s sister)

Tia McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s daughter)

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathies are
extended to Aleacia Godwin in the
death of her cousin, Billy Morris,
on September 16. Please keep
Aleacia and the Morris family in
your prayers.

Please Remember
September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
October 3 -7
Gospel Meeting with Tim
Cozad.
October 3
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 1.
October 10
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.

\/

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/

BellviewChurchOfChrist
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Unity
Ken Chumbley

It never ceases to amaze me that many
who claim to be Christians, who decry the
disunity that exists among those who claim
to be followers of Jesus Christ, do not call
for the unity for which Christ prayed—“That
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe that thou
hastsentme” (John 17:21). They will propose
some sort of union whereby they call people
to come together regardless of doctrinal
differences. Can such be true unity? Can
suchbe the oneness for which Christ prayed?
One can tie a dog and a cat together, and you
would have a union but not unity! Jesus
prayed that His disciples would be one as He
and the Father are one. Can you imagine the
Father and the Son being divided on matters
of doctrine? Yet, such is what is proposed.

Let us give one illustration, the matter of
baptism. Some teach that baptism is immer-
sion, others that sprinkling is also baptism.
Some teach that babies are to be baptized,
others that it is for those who are of age to
respond in obedient faith to the teaching of
Christ. Can there be unity when such differ-
ences exist? Can you imagine the Father
teaching that baptism is the immersion of
those who are of age to respond in obedient
faith to the teaching of Christ and is for the
remission of sins? In contrast, the Son would
teach that it is acceptable, as baptism, to
sprinkle babies who are not old enough to
respond in faith and who are destined to hell
if they are not sprinkled because of “original
sin”? Such is simply ludicrous! Yet, this is
what many want to claim can be done by
joining together while still having such
differences.
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Sunday: 9:00 A.M.,, 10:00 AM., & 1:00 PM.
Monday — Thursday Evenings: 7:00 PM.

“Living a Godly Life in An Ungodly World”

Sunday Bible Class — Ungodliness and lts Effects

Sunday Moming Worship — Godliness

Sunday Afternoon Worship — Rewards of Godliness
Monday Evening — The Christians’ Armor

Tuesday Evening — One Nation Under God?

Wednesday Evening — Can the Church Remain Pure?
Thursday Evening — Remaining Stedfast and Unmoveable
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on our website at:
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/meeting.html|

A covered-dish meal will be provided on Sunday
after the morning service in the fellowship building.
A covered-dish meal will also be provided on
Monday — Thursday at 6:00 P.M. in the zone room.

Visitation Group 1 will provide the meal—Tuesday & Thursday
Visitation Group 2 will provide the meal—Monday & Wednesday

Visitors are invited to every meal.

Come and enjoy Christian fellowship and Gospel preaching.
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Those who advocate such are quick to
point out that the world sees disunity and
the enemy, Satan, wins when “Christians are
warring against each other” However, the
truth is that when Satan sees these pseudo
efforts at unity whereby all can keep their
differing and opposing doctrines and claim
to have unity, he wins, for such false efforts
seek to turn people away from the true unity
that Jesus prayed for in John 17. The world
sees through this “pseudo unity;” and Christ
is not glorified.

We would urge all who claim to follow
Christ to seek the true unity or oneness for
which Christ prayed by turning away from
their “teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men” that make worship vain (Mat.
15:9) to the faith that was once delivered to
the saints (Jude 3). Sadly, some have become
so blind that they cannot see that efforts at
union without coming to the unity of the
faith (Eph. 13) are doomed to failure and are
contrary to the doctrine of Christ.

Deceased

God’s Precious Promises:

When I am tempted...

“There hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to man: but God is faith-
tul, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temp-
tation also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13).

When I have sinned...

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

When I am lonely...

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:
ifany man hear my voice, and open the door,

His consecration was complete,
Except his pocketbook.
Hed put a nickel in the plate,
And then with might and main
Hed sing, “When we asunder part,
It gives us inward pain.”
Author Unknown

I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with me” (Rev. 3:20).

When I am afraid...

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: Be not
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; Yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteous-
ness” (Isa. 41:10).

When I need guidance...

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, And
he shall direct thy paths” (Pro. 3:6).

When I need wisdom...

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him”
(Jam. 1:5).

When I fear death...

“Iam the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: And whosoever liveth and be-
lievethin me shall never die” (John 11:25-26).

Author Unknown
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Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Bill & Peggy Crowe

Andrea Ayliffe (Carl Ayliffe and
Charlotte Grant’s sister)

Tia McLeod (Paul & Phyllis
Brantley’s daughter)

Please Remember
September 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
October 3
Bill Crowe will hand out
visitation cards for Group 1.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Jason and
Elaine DuLaney in the birth of
their grandson, Maverick Cruz, on
September 10, 2021.

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to Jason and Elaine
DuLaney in the death of their
daughter-in-law, Rebecca Hancock,
on September 22, 2021. Please keep
their family in your prayers.

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathies are
extended to Linda Parks in the
death of her nephew, David

Dawson. Please keep Linda and her

@nﬂy in your prayers. /
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Five Christian Duties
Luther W. Martin

Many words are stated, and many pages
written upon subjects dealing with alien sin-
ners and God’s requirements concerning
their salvation. However, in this instance, we
wish to discuss five duties binding upon
Christians as listed by the apostle Paul in
chapter 16 of his first letter to the church in
Corinth.

Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you

like men, be strong. Let all your things be

done with charity (1 Cor. 16:13-14).

1. “Watch ye” The question might now
be asked: “For what should we watch?” Also:
“Why should we watch?” For an answer, let
us read from 1 Peter 5:8-9:

Your adversary the devil, as a roaring

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he

may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the
faith, knowing that the same afflictions

are accomplished in your brethren that

are in the world.

So, then, the answers to the questions are
very apparent. We, as Christians, are to be-
ware, take warning, be vigilant about the
many sinful things of the world. Moreover,
Satan is constantly on the offensive. He is
the one who makes the attack. For this rea-
son, the Christian should be prepared to
meet, defend himself, and ward off such an
attack.

2. “Stand fast in the faith” When one
stands fast, we know that he moves neither
from one side to the other, and, further, he
does not retreat and thus subtract from the
faith, nor does he move forward and there-
fore go beyond the faith in which he is stead-
fast.

This question might arise: “In what faith
or which faith are we to remain steadfast?”



Let us again refer to the Scriptures to learn
the truth unquestionably:

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to

write unto you of the common salvation,

it was needful for me to write unto you,

and exhort you that ye should earnestly

contend for the faith which was once de-

livered unto the saints (Jude 3).

In this faith—the faith that Jesus Christ de-
livered to the apostles—that we are to re-
main steadfast. For this reason, when any
individual or group adds to or takes from
the New Testament, they are not remaining
steadfast in the faith.

3. “Quit you like men” Although the
meaning for quit, as used in this passage, is
obsolete as far as modern English is con-
cerned, it is by no means obsolete in living a
Christian life. It means to “acquit” or
“behave” like men. Give an account of your
conduct as befitting man, made in the image
of God. “Let all things be done decently and
inorder” (1 Cor. 14:40). Such is the command
given to the Christians at Corinth. Then, by
harmonizing these two Scriptures, we have
a standard for Christian conduct in the wor-
ship service and everyday life.

4. “Be strong.” Strength is precisely the
opposite of weakness. A church member
who is not strong cannot, and does not,
accomplish much good in the vineyard of
the Lord. Of course, some have initially
obeyed the Gospel, and for this reason, are
growing in spiritual strength. However, all
too many of us seem to believe that we have
reached a point where we need no longer to
grow. The Bible cannot authorize such an
idea. In being strong, we should exercise all

the various functions connected with living
a Christian life. For example, we should exer-
cise our ability to pray. We should exercise
our ability to teach the story of the cross of
Christ, whether it be in private or in public.
We should exercise our ability to give of our
resources to the work of the Lord. There are
many ways in which a Christian should exer-
cise to become strong and remain strong.

5.“Letall your things be done with char-
ity” The definition of charity being love, it
then becomes the duty of Christians to do
all things in love—to exercise an attitude of
love toward all, including our enemies. This
attitude of love that a Christian should pos-
sess does not include the idea of soft-soaping
the Gospel. If your nearest neighbor’s house
were on fire, I am sure that you would not
lose any time informing him of the fact. Fur-
ther, your neighbor would not resent such a
warning. If, however, you were to warn your
neighbor ofhis danger, would you clothe that
warning in soft and easy words such as are
used by most denominational preachers in
talking about hell with its eternal fire? Of
course not! You would tell him the truth
boldly because you love him as a fellow
human being and do not want to see him
perish.

Then, will you not, friend reader, accept
such a warning from some Christian if your
life is such that you are in danger of the judg-
ment? After all, your soul is at stake. So,

Repent, and be baptized every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-

sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift

of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38).

Deceased



Microwave Religion

Today’s world has many conveniences: cell
phones, instant pudding, remote controls,
drive-through restaurants, and microwave
ovens. There is nothing inherently evil about
conveniences, but living in such a world can
lead us to develop unhealthy spiritual atti-
tudes, for example:

Salvation without sacrifice: Jesus said, “If
any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me” (Luke 9:23). You cannot have sal-
vation without sacrifice. Jesus asks for our
sacrifice, not occasionally, but daily!

Remission without repentance: Repen-
tance is perhaps God’s most challenging
command. Repentance is more than saying
you are sorry (2 Cor. 7:10). It requires us to
change our mind and our behavior (Mat. 3:8).
[It also requires restoration as much as pos-
sible—editor.] Repentance is a requirement!
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish”
(Luke 13:3; cf. Acts 17:30). “God...comman-
deth all men every where to repent” (17:30).

Righteousness without obedience:
Many people excuse themselves from obey-
ing God. However, the Bible says, “And
hereby we do know that we know him, if we
keep his commandments” (1 John 2:3).
Claiming to know God without keeping His
commands makesonealiar (2:4)! Jesusis “the
author of eternal salvation” to all who obey
Him (Heb. 5:9) and His commands are not
burdensome (1 John 5:3—NKJV).

Morality without self-denial: We live in
a society without self-denial. It is impossible
to live a moral life without self-denial (Tit.

2:11-12). Paul said he had to discipline his
“body, and bring it into subjection” (1 Cor.
9:27). Are we greater than the humble apos-
tle?

Growth without diligence: Unfortu-
nately, most Christians remain spiritual
babies (Heb. 5:12-14). Peter said we must
“give all diligence” to add certain things to
our faith (2 Pet. 1:5-7). One who fails to do
so is “blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old
sins” (1:9). Are you growing or forgetting?

Knowledge without study: The amount
of Bible knowledge possessed by most Chris-
tians is truly pitiful. Evidently they do not
realize God said, “My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge” (Hos. 4:6). We need
to be diligent students of God’s Word (2 Tim.
2:15). How are your Bible study habits?

Truth without controversy: By its very
nature, the Truth is controversial. In our
“politically correct” world, few are willing to
“earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3).
Does the Truth make you squeamish?

Whataboutyour religion? Isit the religion
taught by Jesus and the apostles? Is it sacrifi-
cial, obedient, and self-denying-or, a religion
of convenience, a microwave religion?

Author Unknown
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The Crown of Thorns
Paul Vaughn

The Scriptures proclaim the dignity and
the position of Jesus as King. Paul said that
Jesus is the King. “He who is the blessed and
only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord
oflords” (1 Tim. 6:15). Jesusis reigning today
as the King. It is written, “For He must reign
till He has put all enemies under His feet”
(1 Cor. 15:25). Every king has a crown, and
some of them are extremely valuable, con-
structed of gold, silver, diamonds, and
rubies. Crowns were and are symbols of
honor and authority, yet, the only crown
Jesus wore in His lifetime on the earth was
a crown of thorns. It was a crown designed
as a symbol of ridicule and mockery. The
crown of thorns was placed on the head of
the Lord by Roman soldiers. “So then Pilate
took Jesus and scourged Him. And the sol-
diers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on
Hishead, and they put on Him a purple robe”

(John 19:1-2). What can we learn from the
“crown of thorns?”

The crown of thorns teaches the long-
suffering and the patience of the Lord Jesus.
He patiently endured the contemptand mock-
ery of the soldiers to accomplish His mission
of salvation. The soldiers were using Jesus as
a means of sport to entertain themselves as
He suffered. But Jesus endured adversity to
save mankind from the penalty of sin. “For
the Son of Man has come to seek and to save
that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).

The crown of thorns teaches the cruelty
of man. Those who would place a crown of
thorns on someone’s head have no love for
fellow man. If it is suitable to call them
humans, they were the most despicable type
of humans because they acted more like ani-
mals. They were bloodthirsty men hating



the Lord Jesus. “The bloodthirsty hate the
blameless” (Pro. 29:10).

Jesus came to be the King, and they
crowned Him with thorns. He has all power
over nature, can walk on water, and calmed
the storms, and they crowned Him with
thorns. Jesus healed the sick and raised the
dead, and they crowned Him with thorns.

Whydid He allow such treatment from those
wicked men? Without the suffering and
death of Jesus, we would have no hope or
salvation. Jesus endured the crown of thorns
so we can be saved. Therefore, I gladly make
Him my King and Lord by obeying His
Word. Is He yours?

Hopkinsville, KY

Don't Set Standards for Others!

Foster Ramsey

Who art thou that judgest another man’s

servant? to his own master he standeth

or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for

God is able to make him stand (Rom.

14:4).

Christians are servants of God and
Christ. They are expected to live up to the
standards that have been set in the New Tes-
tament. They are not expected to live up to
the standards set up by men, whether those
men are in or out of the church.

The member of the church who embarks
on a program of standard-setting for other
members of the church is usurping the
place of divinity. He has no right to judge
the other members of the church by the
standards that he has made. The one who
sets standards of conduct for other people
is highly critical of others who do not mea-
sure up to the standards he has set. Such
members who are standard setters find it
very easy to dislike those who do not do as
they think other members should do.

Elders are often criticized by others who
have set up standards that are unknown in

the New Testament. Such critics know little
of what the Elders are doing; hence, they do
not appreciate the Elders’ work.

Preachers and teachers are criticized by
those who have never preached a sermon,
never taught a class, and have never done
the work of preaching and teaching. Those
critics would not attempt to do the very
things they expect the preachers and teach-
ers to do.

Do not criticize others because they have
not done as you think they should do; after
all, they are not your servants! No one has
the right to demand special, preferential
treatment above that which is given to others.

Do not criticize others because develop-
ing a critical attitude contributes to the fail-
ure to appreciate what God and others have
done for us. And remember—No one ever
did everything that others expected them
to do!! Jesus did not do as the Pharisees and
the Scribes expected Him to do!!

Deceased



Test Your Love

God is the maker of “the heaven and the
earth and the sea, and all that in them is.” He
is the source of our life, our energy, our very
existence; we are His offspring. We live in
His world and feast on His bounty. Upon us,
He has bestowed infinite compassion. Unto
Him, we must answer in judgment. If we are
loyal and loving unto the end, we shall live
with Him forever.

We should, therefore, love Him. With an
undivided heart, we shouldlove Him. He will
allow no rival with Him in our affection.
Though He loves a broken heart, a divided
heart He hates.

In our solitary moments, as we ponder
life’s supreme objective, we often ask our-
selves: “Dowelove the Lord? Do we give Him
the devotion that is due?” Here are rules by
which our love for the Lord may be mea-
sured:

We seek the presence of the person we
sincerely love. Do we desire to be where God
is? Do we seek His fellowship? (Psa. 122:1).

We present gifts to the person we love.
Do we present gifts unto our God? (Mal. 3:8;
Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:7).

[ Gospel Meeting \
Lessons with Tim Cozad

on the Internet
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/

k meeting.html j

We often speak with the person we love—
we talk to him, we listen when he talks. Do
we speak with our heavenly Father? Do we
talk to Him? (Luke 18:1). Do we listen when
He talks? (Psa. 1:1-2).

It affords us a great measure of joy to eat
and drink with the person we dearly love.
Very earnestly do we seek opportunity to do
so? Do we always avail ourselves of the
opportunity of communing with the Lord?
(Luke 22:29-30).

When we love a person, we always love
those who are near and dear to him. Do we
love God’s children? (1 John 4:11, 20-21).

In all things, we endeavor to please the
person we love. Are we doing our best to
please God? (John 14:14). In our daily lives,
are we trying to live as He wants us to live?
(Jam. 1:27; Tit. 2:11-14).

For God so loved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but

have everlasting life (John 3:16).

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought to
love Him. We ought to love Him supremely.
We ought to love Him constantly. God’s love
is reaching down to us. Is our love reaching
upward to Him? It is when love needs love,
when love answers to love, that we can be
happy. The best thing in any man’s heart is
hislove. For this, God is asking, seeking, and
striving. He knows that if Hehasa man’slove,
Hehasthe man. How much do youlove God?

Author Unknown
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A“Simple” Question Which Evolutionists Cannot
Answer: Which Was First on Earth—

A Woman or a Human Baby?
Thomas B. Warren

When confronted with the theory of evo-
lution, many brethren allow themselves to
become trapped into allowing the main
battle to be pitched on such complex scien-
tific matters as geology, paleontology, chem-
istry, and biology. (The question of the ulti-
mate origin of man is not a scientific
question, although the knowledge gained
from science may be utilized, but is instead
a philosophical and/or revelational prob-
lem.) But God has made His existence and
the ultimate origin of human beings so obvi-
ous that even people who have little formal
education can come to know the true
answers to these questions. There are, in fact,
obvious things that make clear that the

theory of evolution (that all human beings
now living on earth owe their ultimate origin
to evolution by non-living, non-intelligent,
non-purposive forces of nature—from non-
human things) is simply false! One of these
things is that the evidence demands the con-
clusion that a woman (miraculously brought
into existence by God) was on earth before
the first human baby.

Both evolutionists and creationists agree
that human beings presently exist and live
on the earth. They also agree that human
beings have not always existed. These points
of agreement imply another point of agree-
ment: human beings had a beginning point
in time.



However, evolutionists and creationists
are not in agreement as to the answer to
the question: “To what (or whom) do
human beings owe their ultimate origin?”
Evolutionists answer: “Human beings owe
their ultimate origin to evolution from
some lower (non-human) form of life”
Creationists answer: “Man was brought
into being by the miraculous creative
power of God”

Since the two sides agree that human
beings had a beginning point in time, a
burning question becomes, “Just how did
it happen that presently human beings live
on the earth whereas at one time there were
no human beings?” Or, more specifically,
“What was first on earth: a woman or a
human baby?” Even though it seems to be
a straightforward one, this question is dev-
astating to the evolutionists’ view.

The creationist has no problem with the
question. He gives the Bible answer: a
woman, Eve, was on earth before any
human baby was (Gen. 1:1; 4:1).

How did the woman (and her husband)
come into existence? By the miraculous
creative power of God (1:26-28; 2.7,
18-27)! By His infinite knowledge, wis-
dom, and power, God created man and
woman (adult male and adult female),
giving their bodies the power to reproduce
themselves.

By contrast, the question forces the evo-
lutionist to face a dilemma, both horns of
which are answers with which he cannot
live. The evolutionist is in trouble regard-
less of the answer he gives.

If the evolutionist says that a human
baby was on earth first, then he faces
another question about whether there was
once a baby that did not have a human
mother. Was it the case that the baby had
no mother at all? (In which case we ask,
how then did it come to be? Did it just “pop
out,” say, of a hollow log? Was some non-
human—perhaps an ape—its mother?) To
answer “yes” to any of these questions is
so patently absurd as to be incredible.

On the other hand, if the evolutionist
answers that a woman was on earth before
any human baby was, then he faces prob-
lems of equal intensity, for we further ask,
was this woman—who, in your view, was
never a baby—born full-grown of some
animal (perhaps an ape)? Would it not
require a miracle for a full-grown woman
to come into existence suddenly? If we,
would it not follow that the creationist view
(God miraculously created the first man
and the first woman and that their sexual
union resulted in the first human baby) is
true?

Is it not clear that the simple questions
posed above show that the theory of evo-
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lution is just that—a mere theory—and
that it is a false theory?

The Bible is right. The Bible is right not
only on the question of the origin of man
but on every other question with which it
deals. God’s Word is truth (John 17:17),
and that Word teaches that God created the
first man and the first woman (1 Tim. 2:13-
14). The theory of evolution is false.v

We must stand ready to lovingly and
kindly defend in honorable public discus-
sion the proposition that all human beings
now living on earth owe their ultimate
origin to the miraculous work of God—not
to evolution (by non-living, non-intelligent,
non-purposive forces of physical nature)
from non-human things (6:12; Jude 3).

Deceased

We Have Borrowed Too Much
H. M. Phillips

There was a time when the church of
Christ could be easily distinguished from the
denominational world around about on
more points than the Lord’s Supper, baptism,
and mechanical music, and it is true in most
places today. Still, I fear that there are too
many things we have borrowed from the
denominational world. We are using them
almost in total to lessen the difference
between us. It looks like we are a little too
stiff and not humble enough and having so
much form in some places that we hardly
see the genuine heart service. Then, too, we
are about to go wild on the entertaining of
the young people, and while we do not have
the organizations as the denominations do,
we are going about as close as is possible not
to fall over in the ring. Too many now think
that they must have all kinds of outings, par-
ties, trips, and so on, till it is hard to see that
the spiritual is well kept in mind. We have
some who plan to take the young people out
sightseeing, and that on the Lord’s Day, and
to make it appear alittle like the church, they

take the Supper along and stop long enough
to have that. Then we have some girls read
pieces and speak before the group assem-
bled, having all the service but the Supper
and contribution, mixed audiences of men
and women.

Then we have an assistant minister for the
young people instead of a young people’s
pastor. We put on high pressure in the meet-
ings and scare some of the little children into
being baptized.

Then welet the older membersliveas they
desire and do nothing about it.

We are having vacation Bible schools, in
which the little children are almost pulled
into the act of baptism.

Yes, we have borrowed too many things;
and I, for one, would be glad to see them paid
back and quit borrowing from the denomi-
national world and go to feasting on the
Word of God and obeying what it com-
mands, and being free from the world and
denominations.

Deceased
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What Should the Men Be Called Who Give Their Life

to Preaching the Gospel of Christ?
Dub Mowery

They do not have a formal title. The terms
that are used in the New Testament about
those men who proclaim the Gospel depict
their work in the spiritual kingdom of our
Lord. To illustrate: for one to serve in the
church is to minister. Every faithful child of
Godisaminister of the Lord (Mat. 20:25-28).
The one who preach for alocal congregation
is not Minister Jones (or whatever his name
is), but a fellow minister (servant) along with
all his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.
The term minister is not an exclusive desig-
nation for those who preach. Anyone in the
church who faithfully performs a service in
the kingdom of our Lord is a faithful minis-
ter. Therefore, the one who preaches is not
the minister! Nor should he be referred to
as “our Minister;” since every faithful child

of God is to minister. We are to be a “minister
of God” (1 The. 3:2), “agood minister of Jesus
Christ” (1 Tim. 4:6), and “ministers of right-
eousness (2 Cor. 11:15). Of a certainty, one
who preaches has the ministry of proclaim-
ing the Gospel, but he is not exclusively the
minister of a congregation.

What doeshe doin carrying out his min-
istry? He preaches the Gospel of Christ;
therefore, heisapreacher (1 Tim. 2:7). Also,
he is an evangelist because he heralds or
proclaims the truth (2 Tim. 4:5). Still, these
are not formal titles but reveal his work in
the kingdom of Christ. Similarly, we speak
ofapersonlikean electrician, baker, farmer,
etc., to describe that person’s trade or occu-
pation in the secular world. Thus, the terms
preacher, evangelist, and minister of the



Gospel are not titles but reveals the work of
those who preach.

There are many unscriptural terminolo-
gies used in the denominational world for
those who preach for them. Several deno-
minations call their local preacher their
pastor. The preacher, as such, is not a pastor.
The terms elders (or presbyter), bishops (or
overseers), and pastors (or shepherds) refer
to the same group of men who oversee alocal
congregation (Phi. 1:1; Acts 20:17). Elders
are the pastors (shepherds) of the flock (the
local church—1 Pet. 5:1-4; Acts 20:28). A
local congregation cannot Scripturally have

one pastor (elder) but are to select two or
more men (not women—1 Tim. 2:12) to
oversee their congregation (Acts 14:23; Tit.
1:5). These men must be married and have
believing children (those who are Chris-
tians—1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-11).

Other terms in the form of titles without
Biblical authority include “Father” (as a reli-
gious title, Mat. 23:5-11), “Rabbi,” “Rev-
erend,” “Monsignor,” “Archbishop,” “Cardi-
nal,” and “Pope”

Deceased

Obedience
Curtis L. E. Graves

But this thing commanded I them,
saying, Obey my voice, and I will be
your God, and ye shall be my people:
and walk ye in all the ways that I have
commanded you, that it may be well
unto you. But they hearkened not,
nor inclined their ear, but walked in
the counsels and in the imagination
of their evil heart, and went back-
ward, and not forward. Since the day
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that your fathers came forth out of
the land of Egypt unto this day I have
even sent unto you all my servants
the prophets, daily rising up early and
sending them: Yet they hearkened not
unto me, nor inclined their ear, but
hardened their neck: they did worse
than their fathers. Therefore thou shalt
speak all these words unto them; but
they will not hearken to thee: thou
shalt also call unto them; but they will
not answer thee. But thou shalt say
unto them, This is a nation that obey-
eth not the voice of the Lord their
God, nor receiveth correction: truth
is perished, and is cut off from their
mouth (Jer. 7:23-28).
Asin Jeremiah’s day, people would rather
hear false “good news” than the truth. The



false teacher labels truth as “bad news.” False
teachers cry, “Peace, peace; when there is no
peace” (6:14).
Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls. But they said, We will not
walk therein (6:16).
This command is just as relevant today as
in Jeremiah’s day. The point is simple: “Stand
in the old paths” “Speak as the oracles of

God” (1Pet.4:11). Keep His commandments
(John 14:15). “Contend for the faith” (Jude
3). Obedience is essential (1 Sam. 15:22).
God has always desired that we obey Him,
and if we are not obedient to Him, we will
have no excuse on the day of judgment
(2 The. 1:7-9). In Jeremiah’s time, the people
said no and were punished. Learn from their
mistake and be obedient to all the truth
today.

Deceased

Suppose

Just suppose that when you were growing
up, your brothers hated you, sold you into
slavery, lied about you, and cast you into
prison. Suppose you had to languish in that
cell for months on end. Would you still have
your faith in God? Joseph did.

Just suppose that God called you to
preach a very unpopular message, God’s
wrath. Suppose the people got up in arms
and vented their anger against you. What if
theylied about you and tried to make an end
to your life? Would you still have faith in
God? Jeremiah did.

Justsuppose that you were called to marry
a harlot. To this union, both a daughter and
a son were born. Suppose that once again
she became an adulteress and that you had
to buy her back for the price of a common
slave. Would you still have faith in God?
Hosea did.

Just suppose you were called upon to
stand before a king and rebuke him for his
sin. Suppose that in obedience to the will of

God, you performed your task only to learn
that your head would be chopped oft. Would
you still have faith in God? John did.

Just suppose that you learned very sud-
denly that your religious convictions were
wrong. Suppose that you found you were cut
off from your brethren because of making
religious changes. Suppose you gave up
everything and then discovered that you
were persecuted, whipped, beaten, stoned,
and cast into prison for your beliefs. Would
you still have faith in God? Paul did.

Just suppose that you lived a perfect life,
loved all men, always did God’s will but were
nailed to a cross. Would you still have faith
in God? Jesus did.

Just suppose the church is not friendly,
that people do not appreciate you, that some
snub you, nobody came to visit you, some
loved ones die, your health is terrible. Would
you still have faith in God?

Author Unknown
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Guard Yourself from Evil
Charles Pogue

Everyone who calls himself a Christian
must commit to the Lord and himself that
he will not be influenced by evil. The best
way to do that is to stay away from evil as
much as possible. Evil is all around because
the overwhelming majority of people out-
side of Christ engage in it all of the time. We
cannot stay completely away from all evil,
but we can keep evil away from us when it
is under our control. There are many verses,
including those that follow here, that give us
ways to keep ourselves away from much of
the evil in the world.

Psalm 101:3: “T will set no wicked thing
before mine eyes: I hate the work of them
that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.” It
seems almost incredible to us today that
thousands of years ago, David would be con-
cerned about not setting anything wicked
before his eyes. Why make such a statement?

Because the wicked things David could have
set before his eyes pale in comparison to the
staggering number of evil things that people
today have to be on guard about. Consider-
ing television, movies, and the Internet, not
tomention the world of literature, it is shock-
ing the expressions of evil that we have to
guard ourselves against in this modern
world.

1 Corinthians 15:33: “Be not deceived:
evil communications corrupt good man-
ners.” The word communications in this verse
refer to companionships. It is far easier to
pull a thing down from a lofty height than
to raise it up to the higher plane. That is true
with people. If the people we surround our-
selves with are evil, it is more likely that they
will drag us down to their level than we will
bring them up to ours. That is a fact whether
one wants to admit it or not. If you do not



wish to be pulled down into sin, one thing
you can do to guard against it is to choose
your companions wisely.

1 Thessalonians 5:22: “Abstain from all
appearance of evil” The American Standard
Version renders this verse “abstain from
every form of evil” When Paul listed the
works of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21, he
included the phrase, “and such like” There
are evil things that are not explicitly listed in
Scripture, but they have the same traits as
those that are, therefore are just as bad, and
itisjustasimportant to stay away from those
as those that are listed by name. That think-
ing gives support to the adage, “if it even
looks or smells like evil, I am staying away
from it”

Ephesians 5:12: “For it is a shame even to
speak of those things which are done of them
in secret.” As much as this statement follows

the charge to have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, we would con-
sider three important things to avoid doing.
First, be very careful not to speak of some-
thing evil in any way whatsoever that would
tend to make you believe there is some jus-
tification for it. Second, keep those matters
outofour daily conversation, especially from
the earshot of our children. Third, never joke
about evil things that you have witnessed or
heard. One who can makelight of something
evil may find himself only a half-step from
participating in it.

To avoid evil, we must fill our lives with
good works and think about good things. If
we stay away from evil and engage in regular
Bible study and prayer, we will be able to
guard ourselves against the evil prevalent in
today’s world.

Deceased

Accepting Responsibility
E E Conley

Responsibility and Christianity go hand
in hand. When one becomes a Christian, he
becomes responsible to God to accept the
duties and obligations that fall to him. God
has always held men responsible. Adam and
Eve were placed under responsibility to God
to meet His demands. God made Noah
responsible for building the ark, and God
demanded that Moses lead Israel from
Egypt. In the New Testament, the same prin-
ciple is true and is taught in the parable of
the talents, the parable of the virgins, and
the parable of the sheep and goats. Jesus

placed responsibility on His followers, “If
any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me”
(Mat. 16:24).

The Lord had clearly stated my responsi-
bility. I am a branch in the vine. I am a stone
in a building. I am a candlestick and must
shine. I have been given a talent. In the
twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, the Lord
made a personal, individual distribution of
His goods to His servants. The five-talent
man went out and individually traded and
gained five other talents. The two-talent man



went and individually traded and gained five
other talents. The two-talent man went and
individually traded and gained two other tal-
ents. The one talent man went and individ-
ually hid his Lord’s money. When the Master
returned, each was held individually respon-
sible for the talents entrusted to them.

There is not a parable or a reference in all
the Bible that teaches collective responsibil-
ity. At the judgment, it will not be asked of
me, “What did the church do of which you
were a member?” The question will be,
“What did you do as an individual in the ser-
vice of the Lord?”

Christianityisareligion of the individual.
He often preached to one individual. His
illustrations often emphasized the one. The
Good Shepherd seeks the one sheep. Angels

rejoice over the one sinner that repents. One
soul is worth more than all the world.

I must perform the service that I promise
if it is within my power to do so. I must keep
my appointments to preach. If I accept the
responsibility of leading the song service or
prayer service, or if I agree to serve the com-
munion, I must measure up to the responsi-
bility.

Deceased

Gospel Meeting Lessons

with Tim Cozad

http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
meeting.html

Bible Preaching
Franklin Camp

An important root of the [19™-century—
editor] restoration of the church was Bible-
founded and Bible-centered preaching. The
men that set about to call men back to the
Bile knew the Bible and preached the Bible.
The Bible was their textbook. This root is fast
drying up. There is too much preaching
today that has everything in it but the
Bible. I may not know whether a man is
quoting from Norman Vincent Peale [a
prominent 20™-century denominational
preacher—editor] or not, but [ know enough
about the Bible to know when a man is quot-
ing from it. It is a tragedy for a man to get
up in the pulpit with a Bible and never use
it.

Some preachers should more appropri-
ately leave their Bibles at home and get into
the pulpit with a stack of magazines and Dale
Carnegie’s books [e.g., How to Win Friends
and Influence People—editor] so the man in
the pew would know what was taking place.
It is high time we put the preacher back in
the study with his Bible and let him know
we expect him to “get with it and preach it”
Some sermons I have heard recently would
not have been tolerated in the country
church where I grew up. He might have
preached one, but that would have been the
limit. They wanted the Bible, and a man
either preached that or he did not preach.

Deceased
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4 )
Sick

Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond

Rheba Stancliff ~ Randall Johnson

Bill & Peggy Crowe

Please Remember
November 7
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out.
November 14
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.
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YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
classes.html

Daylight Saving Time Ends
on November 7

Set your s
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Unclean Spirit and Empty House
Batsell Barrett Baxter

Jesus told us about the unclean spirit cast
out of a man and was very discontented
about his fate. This unclean spirit wandered
about for a while in unfruitful situations,
seeking rest and finding none. Then he
thought about going back to the man from
whom he was cast out. He found the house
empty, swept, and garnished. In he went! He
was contented again. He went to work on his
victim.

Emptiness and Blessings

Emptiness does not bring blessings to us.
An empty house declines rapidly. Various
kinds of breaks and deteriorations appear.
The neighborhood boys generally take care
of the windowpanes, and unthoughtful
people carry oft much that is of value. So,
with the empty life. It has been said that an
idle brain is the devil's workshop, Idle hands

are the devil’s tools, and idle feet run swift
to mischief.
Fullness and Blessings

The way to keep evil out of the heart is to
fill it so full of good that there is no room for
evil. Prospective tenants do not generally
look with favor uponroominginahouse that
is already crowded. The evil spirit entered
again into the heart of the man because he
found room there. The heart was empty; the
heart was receptive—swept and garnished.
The welcome sign was hanging out, and
everything was attractive for him. There
were no other tenants. He was free in that
heart to work his will.

Love of Company

It seems that the devil is a very sociable
fellow. This demon shared his quarters with
seven others worse than himself. They were
companionable; ideals were similar, were



engaged in the same work, saw the value of
cooperation, and realized that there is some
strength and encouragement in kindred
spirits getting together. What a pity some
Christians fail to recognize the help of kin-
dred spirits! No Christian is effective “run-
ning in a gang by himself”
Last State Worse

The last state of the man from whom the
demon had been cast was worse than the
first. The “dog is turned to his own vomit
again; and the sow that was washed to her
wallowingin the mire” (2 Pet.2:22). Hisheart
was more corrupt than before. Why? Be-
cause he had not filled it with something
good. Many a parent has had the discourag-
ing experience of seeing a boy washed and
in clean clothes out getting acquainted with
a mud puddle. Getting cleaned up will be of
no avail unless we cooperate in trying to stay
clean. The best way for the little boy to keep
out of the mud is to play in a dry place.

Food for the Heart

It is impossible to keep evil sights from
meeting our eyes. Evil sights are everywhere.
Someone has said it is impossible to keep
birds from lighting on our shoulders, but if
we are active enough, they will avoid us, and
they certainly will not build nests in our hair.
The Scriptures give a prescription for pre-
venting evil thoughts: Fill up the heart with
good thoughts. People whose hearts are busy
planning and doing good things are not gen-
erally getting into evil.

The Prescription

Let us quote the Bible prescription:

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are

true, whatsoever things are honorable,

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever

things are pure, whatsoever things are

lovely, whatsoever things are of good re-

port; if there be any virtue, and if there be

any praise, think on these things (Phi. 4:

8).
What helps such thinking will bring into
our lives! How much better it will make our
associates appear! And how much church
trouble it will prevent!

Example and Contrast

If we keep ourselves as busy doing good
as Satan is doing evil, how much good could
we accomplish! If we would love righteous-
ness as much as Satan loves sin, what good
people we would be! If we would love people
as much as Satan hates them, how our hearts
would be enlarged! If we worked as hard to
build up the kingdom of God as Satan works
to tear it down, how the kingdom would be
enlarged! If we worked as hard to save souls
as Satan works to damn souls, how much the
number of the saved would be increased!

Deceased

Every body of people has the right to
protect itself from being destroyed or
injured by its own members. When a
member is destroying fellowship by
creating strife and division, it is the
duty of the church to rid itself of him,
and it sins against the Lord and His
cause if it refuses or neglects to do so.
R. L. Whiteside
Deceased




Comments on the Anti-Christ
Guy N. Woods

For many deceivers are gone forth into

the world, even they that confess not Je-

sus Christ cometh in the flesh (2 John 7).

In the text here, as in the passages in
which the term anti-christ is used, it will be
seen that the apostle sometimes refers to
many anti-christs, and again to but one. The
great anti-christ was the symbol, the repre-
sentative of the class whose spirit, disposi-
tion, design the others adopted. The anti-
christisthe head of the apostate church—the
church of Rome—and all who teach false
doctrine, however much they may differ in
detail in their teaching, or oppose one
another in their actions, are one in their
opposition to the Lord and the cause for

which he died. Of what consequence is it that
men array themselves against each other in
minor details when together they form a
solid phalanx against the truth of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ our Lord? How quickly do
men resolve their differences of a denomi-
national nature when they are confronted
with a genuine representative of the truth?
The denominational world has ever recog-
nized the church of the Lord as a common
enemy, and where it is active, they have dis-
regarded their own distinctive interests to
form a common front against the truth. The
spirit of the anti-christ is the motivating
factor in every false teacher.

Deceased

One Plan of Salvation for All
E. M. Borden

The Jew, who does not accept Christ as
the Son of God, will naturally depend on
Moses’s law, which is no longer in force. The
law of Moses offered nothing to the Gentiles,
but the Gospel of Christ includes all nations.
There is no salvation now under the law of
Moses, for it is no more. Why should a Gen-
tile go to the law of Moses for salvation? The
Jew, even though he is trying to keep the law
of Moses, cannot be saved except through
the Gospel of Christ. Since the middle wall
has been broken down, there is no difference
between the Jew and the Greek, for the one
plan of salvation is to all, Jews and Gentiles
alike. There is no one plan for the Jews and

one for the Gentiles. It is sad to see the Jews
turn down their only chance of salvation. The
old law was a schoolmaster to bring the Jews
to Christ. The Gospel of Christ is the power
of God to both Jews and Gentiles. The Jew,
whether in the land of Canaan or the United
States, must obey the Gospel to be saved.
Israel failed to keep the covenant and lost
thatland of promise. Christ is now the medi-
ator of a better covenant established upon
better promises (Heb. 8:6). “They continued
notin my covenant,andIregarded them not,
saith the Lord” (8:9).

Deceased
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Some Rules for Troubled Times Or,
How We Ought to Behave

When Opposing an Erring Brother
Tim Smith

Brethren, it is troubling to me to see (on
either side) issues brushed aside, and char-
acters attacked in the place of error demon-
strated. We need to focus on what a man or
woman teaches or does that violates Scrip-
ture and not fall into a mudslinging gossip
session. Asdirectlyas possible under the spe-
cific circumstances, I have tried to address
the individual and their error or failure to
deal with my arguments, whatever the con-
troversy. I have tried to demonstrate, with
Scriptural and straightforward argumenta-
tion, wherein my opponenthaserred toshow
them their error and warn any others who
may be privy to the discussion. This is one
of the few principle duties a controversialist
assumes when they enter the fray. For exam-

ple, if we are discussing the sin involved in
tellowshipping Dave Miller and those who
fellowship him, what place has the fact that
the person we are discussing this committed
some other sin as well as this one? The issue
at hand is what we must deal with, nothing
more. There will need to come a time for dis-
cussion of other sinful activities, as we seek
the salvation of the lost each time we enter
a controversy, but while we are dealing with
this one issue, we must stay with this one
issue for several reasons. Chiefly, it simplifies
theissue. Itallows the person we are studying
with to stay on topic without running rabbits
all over the field of controversy. Additionally,
it will enable the reader or listener to under-
stand the issues and the arguments simply



| Heard a Baby Cry

As I sat among the faithful
On a Sunday in July.
My attention was diverted
As T heard a baby cry.
Not a wail, that would disturb you,
Just a whimper, like a sigh.
But it caused my mind to ponder,
Of the child’s life, by and by.
I thought about how blessed it was,
That its young Mother cared,
How she nurtured and caressed it,
And all her love had shared.
I know that its direction is a part
Of Mother’s plan,
To teach, and correct it by the rules,
God made for man.
And so, she’s starting early in its life,
Of so few days,
To assemble with the saints of God
That “IT” might learn His ways.
It almost went unnoticed
Amid the preacher’s words,
Just a tiny little whimper,
But I'm sure the Savior heard.
To hear a baby cry in church
Is music to my ears.
For it can learn to please its God,
Because somebody cares.

Author Unknown

and clearly on each side. Stay on topic and
be Scriptural in your approach.

Avoid smearing the name and character
of your opponent. Let your arguments speak
to the man’s name and character. If he is dis-
honest or dishonorable, point that out—but
know this: if you are incorrect in your assess-
ment of his dishonesty or dishonorableness,
he and all who watch or read will know that,
and it will undercut your credibility. I have
been the object of smear campaigns, and it
hurts. It is unfair. It adds nothing to the issue
at hand. It makes it so that even if the person
you are studying with does come around to
the Truthin the future, you mayhave sodam-
aged their name by the smear campaign that
they will never be able to clear their name.
When Jesus took on the Pharisees, He dealt
with their sins. He did not make up charges
and lie about them. He did not suggest that
they may be immoral. He stuck to the facts,
and so should we. If the man is in error on
one point, that one point is enough to con-
demn him. We need not invent other points
to make sure people see their error. Stay on
topic and never be guilty of engaging in a
smear campaign.

or,

Always remember that the object of your
efforts is (a) to speak the Truth (preach the
Word), (b) to defeat error, (c) to convert the
lost (in no order, as they are co-equal in
importance). It is not a shouting match that
is won or lost by the volume of the speaker.
Itisnotan exercise in phraseology. Verbosity
is wholly unimportant. What is said is what
matters, not how it is said. True, if you can



state your case eloquently, that is great, but
I have known many an errorist who spoke
and wrote well but was still wrong. Speak to
the lost to convert them and all who are
involved in their error. Controversies are
about heaven and hell, not about making a
name for oneself. Sometimesitbecomesnec-
essary to deal harshly with an opponent, but
let it be the last resort. Always give them a
chance to repent. Do not make it about per-
sonalities; it will be more difficult for them
to leave their position and repent. When or
if they leave the discussion prematurely, you
may have to turn your attention from their
salvation to that of the onlookers, but again,
let that be the last resort. We want to bring

salvation to the one with whom we discuss
any given issue and all who agree with them.
There are many other points we could
consider, and I am sure that many who read
these lines could have done a better job on
the article than I have, but here it is from my
keyboard to your eyes, and I hope that I have
written something that will prove beneficial.
The overwhelming digression around us
demands that we enter controversy. We must
disagree with those in error. However, as we
do so, let us be careful to do it in the right
way and for the right reasons. God speed to

the faithful.
Deceased

Is It Thanksgiving?

Someone has said thanksgiving is an art:
the art of thanksliving. It is gratitude in
action. It is applying Albert Schweitzer’s
philosophy; “In gratitude for your own for-
tune you must render in return some sacri-
fice of your life”

What is thanksliving?

It is thanking God for the gift of life by
living it triumphantly.

It is thanking God for your talents and
abilities by accepting them as obligations to
be invested for the common good.

It is thanking God for all that men and
women have done for you by doing things
for others.

It is thanking God for opportunities by
accepting them as a challenge to achieve-
ment.

Itis thanking God for happiness by striv-
ing to make others happy.

It is thanking God for beauty by helping
to make the world more beautiful.

It is thanking God for inspiration by
trying to be an inspiration to others.

It is thanking God for health and
strength by the care and reverence you show
your body.

It is thanking God for creative ideas that
enrich life by adding your own creative con-
tributions to human progress.

It is thanking God for each new day by
living it to the fullest.

It is thanking God by using your hands,
arms, legs, and voice to manifest your thank-
ful spirit.

This is Thanksliving!

Author Unknown
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If Thy Brother Trespasses Against Thee
Charles Pogue

Have you ever seen possible signs a
person or persons have ostracized you, and
yet those who have separated you from their
company are silent as a tomb, never telling
you why you are now persona non-grata?
Hasit ever appeared you have been banished
from the company of others for the misdeeds
of someone else, and again no one ever talks
to you about it?

Sometimes the offended party s silent be-
cause they know the offense brought against
them was justified. They have sinned. How-
ever, that is a different situation than the one
under consideration in this brief article.

One cannot be fairly disfellowshipped
withoutbeing told about it, can he? Jesus said
ifyour brother trespasses against you, go and
tell him about his fault between you and him
alone (Mat. 18:15). One can offend another
individual and not realize it. Whether the

guilty one realizes it or not, Jesus said if your
brother trespasses against you, tell him. If
you or I am the offended one, we must try
to resolve the problem.

Preachers must deliver a sermon to re-
prove, rebuke, and exhort (2 Tim. 4:2). Why?
Because if someone listening has sinned,
they can have the sin identified and brought
to their attention that they might repent of
itand obtain God’s pardon. If there is a prob-
lem between two individuals, the one who
has done wrong still needs to be called upon
it by the one who was wronged.

The fourth chapter of Leviticus makes it
very plain that under the law of Moses, a sin
thatis done through ignorance must be dealt
with. The principle remains as evidenced by
the fact that a person who does not know
the Gospel plan of salvation requires bap-
tism; he is still amenable to it and lost if



someone does not tell him. If someone has
offended you or me, let us not in every case
assume the offense was committed inten-
tionally and with the knowledge of the
offender.

It is a height of conceit if someone sins
against me or you for us to clam up and not
go to them as Jesus instructed and do all we
can to make things right between us.

Deceased

Eight Mysteries

The mystery of the empty pew! The free-
dom to worship is interpreted as freedom
from worship.

The mystery of the disappearing church
member! Some move and they disappear
without a trace. No one knows where they
live.

The mystery of the unaccompanied child!
Many children are sentalong with other chil-
dren and dropped oft by a parent who does
not attend Bible classes or worship services.

The mystery of the closed Bible! In many
“Christian” homes, the Bible is left on the
table or shelf to gather dust. It is not allowed
to speak to the family, which needs its mes-
sage daily.

The mystery of the buried talents! Many
church members can serve, yet they hide
their talents, neglecting or refusing to use
them in the Lord’s service.

The mystery of the uncommitted dollar!
How does the person who professes faith in
Christ get everything converted except his
pocketbook, billfold, purse, wallet, etc.?

The mystery of the grumbling saint! How
can an honest Christian develop a griping,
complaining, nit-picking attitude with so
much going for him?

The mystery of the misused day! Some
Christians use a beautiful Lord’s Day for
everything except studying His Word and
Worship to Him.

Author Unknown

If the Shoe Fits...

We often hear or say, “If the shoe fits, wear
it!” We sometimes say, “I'd hate to be in his
shoes” I think everyone one of us will fit into
one of these shoe styles, but which?

o Loafers: The indifferent, lazy saint.
“Thou wicked and slothful servant”
(Mat. 25:26). “In diligence [be] not
slothful” (Rom. 12:11—ASV).

o High heels: This fits the haughty,
proud individual. One is not “to think

of himself more highly than he ought to
think” (12:3).

« Overshoes: His religion is only super-
ficial and outward. He honors God
with his lips, but not with his heart
(Mat. 15:8).

 House shoes: This person wants things
easy, comfortable, and convenient.
Half a dozen rain drops, or a slight
headache will keep him at home when



the church meets. “Woe to them that
are at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1).
Sandals: This fellow is just a skeleton of
a Christian who has not grown and
matured in knowledge and service. He
has not grown “in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Je-
sus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18).

work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
Work shoes: The active Christian who
is always on the job for the Lord. “I
must work the works of him that sent
me, while it is day: the night cometh,
when no man can work” (John 9:4).
“Son, go work to day in my vineyard”
(Mat. 21:28).

Sunday shoes: The once-a-week Chris- Now may each of us ask, “What kind of
tian. He has not learned to be “stedfast,  shoe best fits me?

unmoveable, always abounding in the Author Unknown

what happens in this world, for it is God’s Word.]

The Bible—There It Stands
A. Z. Conrad

Century follows century—there it stands.

Empires rise and fall and are forgotten—there it stands.

Dynasty succeeds dynasty—there it stands.

Kings are crowned and uncrowned—there it stands.

Despised and torn to pieces—there it stands.

Storms of hate swirl about it—there it stands.

Atheists rail against it—there it stands.

Agnostics smile cynically—there it stands.

Profane, prayerless punsters caricature it—there it stands.
Higher critics deny its claim to inspiration—there it stands.

An anvil that has broken a million hammers—there it stands.
The flames are kindled about it—there it stands.

The arrows of hate are discharged against it—there it stands.
Radicalism rants and raves against it—there it stands.

Fogs of sophistry conceal it temporarily—there it stands.

The tooth of time gnaws but makes no dent in it—there it stands.
Infidels predict its abandonment—there it stands.

Modernism tries to explain it away—there it stands.

[“The Bible—There It Stands” tells us how that the Bible always stands regardless of

Deceased
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Remember in your prayers:

Nancy Travis Karen Diamond
Rheba Stancliff  Randall Johnson
Carla Burleson

Please Remember
December 5

Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out.

December 12
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.

\/

Gospel Meeting
with Tim Cozad
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
meeting.html

Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/
BellviewCoC

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
BellviewChurchOfChrist

Sermon Outlines
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/
sermons.html

Bible Classes on Isaiah
http://www.bellviewcoc.com/

\ classes.html /
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Cleansing the Temple
Brad Green

Early in Jesus’ public ministry, He went
to Jerusalem to observe Passover “And found
in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep
and doves, and the changers of money sit-
ting” (John 2:14). The area of the temple here
referred to is not the actual place of worship
or sacrifice. It is most likely a “large area
known as the Court of the Gentiles”
(Wyclifte) which was the outer-most court
built by Herod when he rebuilt the temple
to appease the Jewish hierarchy. In this area,
those not in a covenant relationship with
God could assemble and do business. Only
Jews could go any further towards the area
of the temple proper. These courts were not
a part of God’s pattern for the temple; their
blueprint originated in the minds of men.
As Jesus arrives to worship and obey the Law
of Moses, He discovers a common market-
place polluting the way. A veritable zoo-like

atmosphere complete with every possible
animal needed for Jewish sacrifice and
bankers willing to cash and exchange any
currencies (for a small fee no doubt) for the
half-shekel required as an “offering of the
Lorp” (Exo. 30:13). The temple of the Lord
was now no longer the focal point of the
Passover. Men had turned the courts outside
into a money-making place of trade.
Rather than coming to Jerusalem pre-
pared to offer the appropriate sacrifice,
people were now trading and trafficking sac-
rificial animals at the very gates of the
entrance. One could only surmise that those
profiting from the sale of these animals took
great and deliberate care to ensure that these
animals would be acceptable and authorized
by God (cf. 12:5). Perhaps these animals
came with a money-back guarantee—“100%
acceptable to God or your money back” No



doubt those selling animals, changing
Roman currency into Jewish, and the Jewish
leaders who permitted these acts to occur
before the temple, were enjoying the earn-
ings (or “filthy lucre,” compare 1 Pet. 5:1-2)
of this business venture. Therefore, Jesus
“made a scourge of small cords, he drove
them all out of the temple, and the sheep,
and the oxen; and poured out the changers’
money, and overthrew the tables; And said
unto them that sold doves, Take these things
hence; make not my Father’s house an house
of merchandise” (John 2:15-16). It is under-
stood here that these people were not trying
tohelp and simply provide a service for those
coming to worship. They were there to make
money. It can also be understood that those

coming to this market to buy were not pre-
paring to worship God; instead, they were
simply trying to fulfill what had become
nothing more than another annual task or
chore. It is sad to note that about three years
later, as Jesus’ earthly ministry was coming
to a close, He would have to purge the temple
again. Jesus rebuke—“My house shall be
called the house of prayer; but ye have made
it a den of thieves” (Mat. 21:13).

Many today regard Sundays and Wednes-
days as just another task or chore that must
be fulfilled during the week. They “go
through the motions” but do not come close
to God with what they claim to be worship
and praise. Too many “television preachers”
have made merchandise of the souls of many.

The Midnight Hour

That time when feeble eyes cannot penetrate the darkness when the oil of our
Christian lamp is low, or maybe life has almost snuffed it out—Midnight—when we
find ourselves chained, bound, and beaten. When even death itself would be a wel-
comed visitor, the lasting beauty of Christianity is not witnessed in the lives of people
who have been sheltered from the storms or untouched by the world. The real worth
of Christianity is not captured in a Sunday morning worship service with every man
in his pew singing “Amazing Grace” The lasting weight of Christianity is not felt
when all is well. If we could comprehend the real weight and worth and beauty of
Christianity, we must view it at the midnight hour when tragedy strikes, and triumph
is fled; when darkness hangs about us like a burial shroud and the silence of grief is
deafening. When oceans of tears have been shed, and all of our hopes lie buried in
a lonely grave in a garden of memories. When life has dashed our most cherished
dreams to the ground, it is now 11:59 p.m., and midnight approaches for some of us.

Author Unknown




They offer spiritual help and healings to
those who send in their contributions, profi-
teering a perverted gospel designed and
intended to line pockets and save no one.
Once-faithful works of the church have suc-
cumbed to the love of money, which “is the
root of all evil: which while some coveted
after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sor-
rows” (1 Tim. 6:10). In search of what is
touted as much needed funds (but is a desire
to spend above and beyond their means),
preachers (and their pet projects) have pan-
dered to liberals and have compromised

their past convictions to the truth. We need
only to look to our government to see how
easy it is for people to spend money that is
not theirs.

Let us prepare our hearts and minds to
worship God “in spirit and in truth” (John
4:24). Follow the example of Jesus and purge
out sinful attitudes and desires that pollute
the House of God. Let us train our minds on
pleasing God and not self, set our “affection
on things above, not on things on the earth”
(Col. 3:2), and seek “first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness” (Mat. 6:33).

Lenoir City, TN

Can a Church Be Disfellowshipped?
Gus Nichols

A denominational or ecclesiastical orga-
nization does not tie Churches of Christ
together, but each church is free under
Christ, the great head of the church, to run
its own business as though there was not
another like it on earth. Yet, there is fellow-
ship among the churches. One church is not
to treat all the others as though they were
Mormon churches. Peter said, “Love the
brotherhood” (1 Pet. 2:17). The brotherhood
is larger than a local congregation. Hence,
we are interested in each other’s welfare
everywhere. There is to be unity among all
Christians, and not only in a local congrega-
tion (John 17:20-22). We are to be so united
that we should be glad to announce each
other’s meetings, attend them, and help in
the singing, prayers, etc. We may lend chairs
to each other and fellowship each other as

churches in a general sort of way, so long as
the autonomy of each church is not violated.
No congregation should try to build itself
up by tearing down another. Hence, there
should be no proselyting of members from
one church to another, as has been done in a
few cities. All of this proves that thereisa cer-
tain amount of fellowship between “churches
of Christ” Now, suppose a congregation
should depart from the truth so far as to cease
to be a church of the Lord. In that case, no
other congregation should fellowship it any
further, any more than it would a denomina-
tional congregation. True churches should
not be against each other. Remember that
even Satan is not divided against himself

(Mat. 12:25-26).
Deceased
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before the afternoon service, in
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Well, “You're Either a Christian, or You're a

(Fill in the Blank)”
Johnny Oxendine

“Youre either a Christian, or youre a

” That statement (comment, actu-

ally) was made at some point during a con-
versation that was relayed to me in which
one member was hoping to explain to
another member that our first priority in life
is to God and the Gospel. It was not a unique
moment because that is a conversation that
goes on every week regarding some matter
that we ought to know and understand
(according to the Scriptures) better than we
do. To the person I was speaking with, it was
as simple as basic math (the 1+1=2 kind) to
grasp that this world’s things, events, and
issues must be measured against (compared
with) the Bible—the Word of God. If we do
not use the Scriptures as a standard, we have
no standard, except that which is constantly

inastate of flux being determined by the sec-
ular world.

How difficult was it for the other brother
to see this simple point? Our judgment is
often clouded by what we have allowed our-
selves to become assimilated into, whether
our jobs, families, best friends, neighbor-
hoods, etc. This rises to the boiling point on
many of the day’s issues and finds the Chris-
tian often allowing race, politics, and patri-
otism to transcend the teaching of Scripture.
We have, at times, given these things of the
world the prerogative to define us and often
pledge more of an allegiance to them than
to the Lord. When Jesus asked Peter if he
(Peter) loved Him (Jesus) more than that
which he was doing, Peter struggled with a
proper response. Why? Because he was still



drawn to the world just enough not to com-
prehend what the Lord was asking.

Thisis often apparent when certain things
interfere with our desires. One may want to
go to a baseball game, play, movie, or visit a
relative. Sometimes there are birthday par-
ties elsewhere, and we just cannot see how
it is such a big deal to anyone else (in the
local congregation) that we decide to forsake
the (local) assembly to engage in/attend one
ofthoseactivities. Itappearsharmless to one,
but to the congregation at large, it could be
viewed differently. This also pops up when
we are in discussions of controversial sub-
jects.

No one likes to be wrong on any issue, but
in the conversation as mentioned earlier, one
had formed an opinion without serious con-
sideration of the Scriptures on the matter. It
was incomprehensible thata Christian could
support any cause in direct opposition to
God’s Word. Still, we are a funny lot when it
comes to such matters—so logic and Biblical
compatibility are likely to be ignored.

Most disturbing from the conversation
was how one could (unknowingly?) com-
pletely expect the Scriptures to contradict
themselves. This illogical delusion is not
unique, as we want things in the Bible to
agree with what we want in this life, regard-
less of the sheer impossibility that it be
viable scripturally. Yet, we know that there
are people in this world who might render
“believe and be baptized” as some secondary
action that has no relationship to salvation
without any conceptualization of how the
Lord intended for us to translate “he that
believeth and is baptized” into a real-life
experience.

However, what was refreshing was the
firm conviction this person had looking at
it from a Biblical perspective (on this partic-
ular issue). One brother saw the Lord’s com-
mands very clearly, while, on the other hand,
another brother could only understand his
agenda and how he wanted it to play out in
today’s world.

San Mateo, CA

These Endure Forever
Bob Wear

It is most comforting to be assured that
some things endure forever. If this were not
true, life would be empty and without mean-
ing.

Most of the things we hold dear endure
only for atime, a brief time. Our life on earth
is soon spent, and we die. Our loved ones
and friends are soon gone. Our material pos-
sessions perish with use. Our place of promi-

nence among men falls away, as does the
flower of the grass. These less-enduring
things will mean more to us if we give due
consideration and service to the things that
endure forever.

Let us now consider these things which
endure throughout time and eternity. “But
the Lorp shall endure for ever: He hath pre-
pared his throne for judgment” (Psa. 9:7).



“Praise ye the LorD . O give thanks unto  Since the Word of the Lord endures forever,
the Lorp ; for he is good: For his mercy  we should learn it and obey it.

endureth for ever” (106:1). An inheritance to be desired:

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in Blessed be the God and Father of our
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
corrupt, and where thieves do not break abundant mercy hath begotten us again
through nor steal” (Mat. 6:20). These heav- unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
enly treasures are the only treasures that Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheri-
endure forever. tance incorruptible, and undefiled, and

Christ said: “Heaven and earth shall pass that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
away, but my words shall not pass away” for you (1:3-4).

(24:35). We read again:
For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory
of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
away: But the word of the Lord endureth ever. In life, we must first seek these things.

for ever (1 Pet. 1:24-25). Deceased

To share in this inheritance, we must live as
God would have us to.
Theseand other related things endure for-

Ten Reasons Why You Should Be a
Member of the Church of Christ

Because you can read about it in the Bible (Rom. 16:16).

It has no creed but the Bible, binds no name on the members but that of Christ (Acts
11:26; 1 Pet. 4:16).

It speaks where the Bible speaks, and is silent where the Bible is silent (1 Pet. 4:11).
It exalts Christ as the only head of the church (Col. 1:18).

Because the acts of worship are patterned after the New Testament (John 4:24).

AN A

It teaches that Scriptural unity can be obtained in all disputed doctrinal questions
(1 Cor. 1:10).
The church of Christ pleads for unity of all believers in Christ (John 17:20-21).
8. It is not a denomination, nor group of denominations, but the body of Christ (Col.
1:18). It was founded by Christ Himself (Mat. 16:18).
9. The aim of the church—to save lost souls by preaching the Gospel; teaching godly
living, and helping those in need (1 Cor. 15:1, 4).
10.  The future of the church—eternal glory with Christ (1 The. 4:17).
Author Unknown
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Give, and God Will Bless You

Ken Chumbley

On the Aiken-Augusta highway, there is
a church building with a big sign out front:
“Holy St. John Temple” underneath it states,
“Help and God will bless.” This time of year,
we are confronted with the folk outside of
stores with their bells and red buckets seek-
ing to get shoppers to put money in the
bucket. During the summer months, we
often find young people outside of busi-
nesses seeking to raise funds for various
projects, either selling items or offering car
washes. Some of these are community pro-
jects, but many are religious organizations
and churches seeking to raise funds. With
youth groups from churches, it is often a car
wash, with inappropriately dressed young
ladies, to raise funds for their activities or
“mission trips” Whether these religious
groups and churches make a specific state-

ment like the one mentioned above, they
strongly imply that contribution to their reli-
gious cause that “God will bless.”

But is that so? Can we, as Christians, con-
tribute to such causes and have God bless
us? The answer of Scripture is “No” for at
least two reasons.

First, we are taught not to have fellowship
with the “unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). When we
give to religious groups and churches, we
have fellowship with them by sharing the
bounty that God blessed us. Do these reli-
gious groups and churches (and those with
the bells and red buckets) raise funds for the
Salvation Army’s work (which is a church—
avisit to their web site—www.salvationarmy
.org—will quickly confirm that they are)
teach the truth? A study of the beliefs and



practices of such groups will confirm that
they are not. That being so, they are indeed
“unfruitful works of darkness” in the eyes of
the Lord as they are false teachers giving false
hope. Thus, rather than having fellowship
with the purveyors of error, we should
“reprove them.

But someone might ask, what if those
seeking to raise funds in this manner pro-
claim that they represent a church of Christ?
Can we then support such work with God’s
blessing? Indeed, some congregations have
practiced such activities to raise funds for
the work of the church—car washes, sales
from the trunks of cars, etc. However, such
is a violation of Scripture. The Lord’s people
are taught to give voluntarily of their means,
as they have been prospered on the first day
of the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7). There

isnoauthorityin the Scriptures for the Lord’s
people to go to the world to raise funds for
the churchs work. Thus, to support such
would again place a faithful Christian in vio-
lation of Ephesians 5:11.

What about non-religious groups that
conduct such fundraisers such as band
boosters, football boosters, and a host of
other causes might be asked. If we desire to
help such causes, there is no sin involved and
might help a good cause in the community.

However, when it comes to God blessing
our giving, it will only come as we give cheer-
fully as we have prospered to the work of the
Lord (2 Cor. 9:7) through our contribution
on the first day of the week.

May we indeed give in such a way that
God will bless us.

Deceased

We Would Like for Every Member
to Answer the Following:

1.  How many people in this church have
I helped lead to Christ?

2. How many people do I now have my
heart set on to win to Christ?

3. To what extent have I gone to try to
win these people?

4.  Approximately how many hours (or
minutes) per week do I average talk-
ing to people about the Lord? __

5. Have I tried to teach a lost soul to-
day?

6. How many times have I felt it was not
my place to help convert lost souls?

In other words, how many

times have I tried to shift responsibil-
ity?

7. How often do I pray for certain indi-
viduals to obey the Lord or be restored
to faithful Christian duty?

8.  If each Christian would win as many
souls to Christ for one year as I have,
how many additions would a church
the size of this one have?

9. Do I ever pray fervently that I might
become a better soul winner?

10. Do I sincerely try to help that prayer
be answered?

11. Am I generally embarrassed to con-



verse with people about Christ?

12. Do I know enough Scripture to help
one become a Christian?

13. Do I honestly feel that I am my
brother’s keeper and that his salvation
may depend largely upon me?

14. Have I offered the excuse, “I don’t
know how,” for not doing personal
work?

15. Do IthinkI can ever really learn how
until T try?

16. When do I plan to begin?

17. Has it ever occurred to me that many
will die and go to God unprepared

while I am wasting time thinking I do
not know how?

18. Do I feel that a person must be paid
for this kind of work?

19. Am I interested enough in heaven,
and does it mean enough to me that I
earnestly desire others to go with me?

20. Do Ibelieve what God says?
Remember: God knows what I really can
and cannot do!
Now file this in your Bible where it can
be seen!
Author Unknown

A Noble Utterance

Benjamin Franklin

We intend to keep the kingdom of God
in view, in all its parts, as the Lord gave it,
and maintain it, in every particular, accept-
ing nothing narrower, more limited or cir-
cumscribed. The kingdom of God, the body
of Christ, or the church is the institution, and
the only one of divine authority. To be a cit-
izen in the kingdom, or a member of the
body, and do our part there, is our chief
delight. To labor to introduce citizens; to
build up and extend the kingdom of God; to
keep out and drive away all things that
offend, scatter, or waste the kingdom, shall
be one of our aims the coming year.

The teaching of the Scriptures, the whole
Scriptures, and nothing but the Scriptures,
in their true intent and application, shall be
another of our aims. In all integrity we shall
maintain the Gospel, without anything

added or taken away, without any perversion
from man or angel. The teaching of Christ
and the apostles, in all things, shall be main-
tained. We want Bible things and nothing
else. For these we can find Bible names. There
is not a reason why we should not have Bible
things and Bible names for them, if we still
have in us the love of Bible things and Bible
names. We shall constantly strive for this in
thelove of truth and of Christ. We shall strive
to have the good of the people at heart, and
in all meekness, simplicity, and humility
labor to teach them “the right way of the
Lord” We shall do this with such plainness,
point, and force that they will understand
us. We shall try to be right in the first place,
and then speak with sufficient clearness.
Deceased
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How to Convince the World

That We Are the People of God
Franklin Camp

Since the dawn of the Restoration, we
have been trying to get the world to recog-
nize us as the people of God. We have
reminded them that “We speak where the
Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible
is silent” This is a good slogan and true to
the Scriptures.

But what does the Bible say about con-
vincing people that we are disciples of
Christ? Let Christ answer:

A new commandment I give unto you,

That ye love one another; as I have loved

you, that ye also love one another. By this

shall all men know that ye are my disci-
ples, if ye have love one to another (Luke

13:34-35).

Could this be the main reason that we
have not been able to convince the world that
we are the people of God?

Look at the situation in John 13. Christ
is standing in the shadow of the cross. The
disciples are angry and full of resentment
toward one another. They are fighting and
quarreling about which one will wash feet.
Such action might be expected from people
of the world but surely not the Lord’s disci-
ples. Christ knew that the difference in tem-
perament and the jealousies which he had
witnessed would alienate them from one
another unless some powerful, cohesive
force were found to hold those in check.

This mutual love would be the badge of
discipleship and a foundation for unity. The
disciples were ready to fight for a throne



but not for a towel. A lack of love for one
another has caused too many of us to fight
for places rather than a towel.

John 13 shows that purity of faith by itself
will not bring unity. The men to whom
Christ gave this example and command
would be infallible in their teaching. They
would be guided by the Holy Spirit and
would not be subject to erring in teaching.
Christ realized that infallible men in teach-
ing while lacking in love, would not save
or convince the world that they were His
disciples. If infallible men needed love for

one another to ensure unity, how much
more do we, that are fallible, need it? Fur-
thermore, infallibility did not do away with
all matters of judgment. Some things were
left up to judgment even of the apostles, not
in their teaching, but other matters. For
example, the question that arose between
Paul and Barnabas about whether to take
Mark was a matter of judgment (Acts 15:36-
41). Thus, even the apostles needed love to
hold them together in matters of judgment.

Deceased

The Christian’s Hope

Adron Doran

The hope, which a Christian possesses, is
far greater in substance than mere wishful
thinking. The writer of the Hebrews letter
said, “faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb.
11:1).

The apostle Paul wrote to the Romans,
who had been “called to be saints™

For we are saved by hope: but hope that

is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth,

why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope

for that we see not, then do we with pa-

tience wait for it (Rom. 8:24-25).

That is why Christians base their hope on
the substance of faith and their faith on evi-
dence.

Hope compares with such words as desire,
expect, anticipate, wait, and look for. My
hope is weak if these aspects of my hope are
weak. The apostle Paul wrote, “But now they
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:

wherefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God: for he hath prepared for them a
city” (Heb. 11:16).
Again,
According to my earnest expectation and
my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed,
but that with all boldness, as always, so now
also Christ shall be magnified in my body,
whether it be by life, or by death (Phi. 1:20).
Further:
For they themselves shew of us what man-
ner of entering in we had unto you, and
how ye turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God; And to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered
us from the wrath to come (1 The. 1:9-10).
Finally, Peter wrote:
Nevertheless we, according to his prom-
ise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness. Where-
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such



things, be diligent that ye may be found of

him in peace (2 Pet. 3:13-14).

Hope and similar terms are used in the
Bible to contrast it with despair. The apostle
Paul wrote that the Ephesians were at one
time “without Christ...having no hope, and
without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12; cf.
1 The.4:13).Butheadds, “nowin Christ Jesus
ye...are made nigh by the blood of Christ”
(Eph. 2:13). That is why the apostle was able
to write to the Colossian brethren and say:

To whom God would make known what

is the riches of the glory of this mystery

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in

you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27).

The apostle Paul continues to admonish
the Galatians, “let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). He is saying to
them, in farm language, that in preparing
the soil for the sowing of the seed and
spending the growing season in watering
and cultivating the crop, they should not
become wearyand faint because their hope
will be realized in the fall at the time of
gathering and harvesting the produce.

The Christian’s hope becomes “an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast” (Heb.

6:19). When Robert Owen, the atheist, vis-
ited Alexander Campbell at his farm in
Bethany, Virginia, Campbell took him out
in the pasture to show him his prized cattle.
Owen pointed out one of the cakes and said
to Campbell, “T am just like that animal; nei-
ther of ushas any fear of death”” “Yes,” replied
Campbell, “but neither of you has hope.”
N. B. Hardeman would describe Hell to
his Bible classes at Freed-Hardeman College
as “a place where hope is a stranger and
mercyhas never been found.” The Christian’s
hopeisbuiltupon our desireand expectation
that God can and will keep His promise (Tit.
1:2). The apostle Paul wrote that love “bel-
ieveth all things, hopeth all things” (1 Cor.
13:7). The apostle Peter encourages us to
“sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and
be ready always to give an answer to every
man that asketh you areason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet.
3:15). It is surely true that our hope is deep-
ened when it is challenged, and we can de-
fend our hope against all questions.
Deceased

A Rule of Three

Three things to govern—temper, tongue,
and conduct;

Three things to cultivate—courage, affec-
tion, and gentleness;

Three things to commend—thrift, indus-
try, and promptness;

Three things to despise—cruelty, arro-
gance, and ingratitude;

Three things to wish for—health, friends,
and contentment;

Three things to admire—dignity, grace-
fulness, and intellectual power;

Three things to give—alms to the needy,
comfort to the sad, and appreciation to the
worthy.

Author Unknown
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to Nelda King in the death
of her sister, Thelma Richards, on
December 15. Please keep Nelda
and her family in your prayers.

Please Remember
December 29
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Directory Update
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If Each Church Member Were Just Like Me
Hoyt Bailey

If each member reached the service at the
same time as me, what time would that be?

If each one attended Sunday morning
Bible study like me, how many would there
be?

Ifeach onestudied thelesson like me, how
much study would there be?

If each one was as reverent as me, how
much reverence would there be?

If each one developed his talent like me,
how much development would there be?

If each one read the Bible like me, how
much reading the Bible would there be?

If each one prayed like me, how often
would the praying be?

If each one would sing like me, what kind
of singing would there be?

If each member worshiped like me, what
kind of worship would it be?

If each member gave like me, how much
giving would there be?

If each member sacrificed like me, how
much sacrifice would there be?

If each one visited the sick like me, how
many sick visited would there be?

If each one ministered to orphanslike me,
how much ministering to orphans would
there be?

If each member invited others like me,
how many guests would there be?

If each member stayed athome with com-
pany like me, how many at worship would
there be?

If each member converted others like me,
how many conversions would there be?

If each member loved the lost like me,
how many of the lost saved could there be?



If each member were as businesslike in
the church as me, whatkind of religious busi-
ness would there be?

If each member complained like me, how
much complaining would there be?

If each member were as contrary as me,
how contrary would the congregation be?

If each one loved peace like me, how per-
fect would that peace be?

If each oneloved worklike me, how much
work in the congregation would there be?

If each one loved good attendance on
Sunday and Wednesday nights like me, how
great would the attendance be?

If each one hated gossip like me, how little
gossip would there be?

If each one wanted to see God’s righteous-
ness prosper like me, how great would right-
eous prosperity be?

If each one wanted the Gospel given to
sinners on the printed page like me, how
much passing of tracts and papers would
there be?

If each one wanted to see the congrega-
tion grow like me, how much work, study,
attendance, praying, and inviting others
would there be?

If each one in the church were self-willed,
like me, where would the harmony be?

If each one loved sleeping and riding on
Sunday evening like me, how many would
there at the Sunday night worship service be?

If each one had Sunday morning head-
aches like me, how many would miss the
worship and yet at Monday’s work be?

If each one makes excuses like me, where
would the faithful workers and worshipers
be?

(1 The. 5:21-22).

Should | or Should | Not???

Should I do it or not? Is it right or wrong? Perhaps the following test will help us.
o Scriptural Test: Does the Word of God endorse it or not?
« Personal Test: Will doing this make me better or worse?
o Character Test: How will it influence me morally and spiritually?
o Family Test: Will it dishonor, discredit, or embarrass my family?
« Social Test: Will doing it influence others for better or worse?
o Practical Test: Will the results of doing it be desirable?
o Universal Test: If everyone did this would society be better?
o Stewardship Test: Will it be a waste of God-given talent?
« Publicity Test: Would I be willing for others to know about it?
« Common Sense Test: Does plain common sense approve it?
o Fairness Test: Is it honestly practicing the Golden Rule?
« Enslavement Test: Can I become a slave to it?
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil”

Author Unknown




If each one used all the week for earthly
gain and missed the worship like me, what
would the destiny of our souls be? (See Luke
12, 16).

If each one wanted a successful meeting
this year and would drop secular affairs,
postpone vacations, and begin earnest work

for the meeting like me, how successful
would the meeting be?

Inasmuch as each one at the judgment is
to receive for what he has done, whether
good or bad, what will my reward be? (2 Cor.
5:10).

Deceased

Wait on the Lord
H. M. Phillips

This principle in the Old Testament stood
as a command (Psa. 27:14). There were rea-
sons given for such promising strength (Isa.
40:31): inheriting the earth (Psa. 37:9), the
Lord is good to them and waits for Him
(Lam. 3:25). The apostles were told to wait
for the promise of the Lord (Acts 1:4). This
is a needed lesson today, and well,
might we with care consider it.

Abrahamand his wife got
into serious trouble by not
waiting for the Lord when
they planned for the hand-
maid to bear a son. At the
Red Sea, the people were
restless, and the command was
to stand still. In this age, people are
in too big a hurry to get through with the
assembly’s services and go to things of their
own pleasure. No ball game, boxing match,
show, or race lasting, but twenty or thirty
minutes would be well received by the ones
present. But a sermon longer than thirty
minutes becomes tiresome to many who
claim to love the Lord and His Word. Our
work and plans for a day of pleasing us often

“Wait on the Lord: be
of good courage, and he
shall strengthen thine heart:
wait, I say, on the Lord”
(Psa. 27:14).

set aside the Lord’s plan or rush through so
that it is not well in mind. Our own business
is so much better than the Lord’s that we can
set His aside and feel that we will be fine just
carrying on ours!
People often run ahead in religious mat-
ters, not waiting to see what the Lord says in
His Word to do, but going by their feel-
ings or what they think, and
then expecting the Lord to
save, regardless of whether
they have done what was
commanded or not. Some
day such will be sadly dis-
appointed, and that for eter-
nity. But most people are too
busy to give much time to the study
of the Bible to see what the Lord desires to
be done and talk as though a bit of sincerity
will make up for all that is needed. Wait on
the Lord would mean to let Him direct the
way, and His directions are found in His
Word now. To that, we must go and learn
what that is and obey it to be saved. Will we
do this?

Deceased
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Please Remember
December 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00
p.m., in the auditorium.
January 2, 2022
Visitation cards for Group 1 will
be handed out.

January 9, 2022
Deacons’ meeting will be held
before the afternoon service, in
room 1.
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	Beacon - 2021

	January

	One Way!

	"Endeavoring to Keep the Unity of the Spirit and the Bond of Peace"
 
	Children of Light

	A House or a Home?

	"Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother"

	Instilling Values

	Religious Sinners

	Bible Classes

	"One Thing Thou Lackest"


	February

	The Calamity of Subjectivism

	Closed Eyes

	"I not only use all the brains..."

	Loneliness

	"The Hijacking of a Good Word"

	I May Never See Tomorrow

	How to Be a Christian Only

	The Gospel's Power to Save

	I Will

	On Our Habits

	Sin or "Disease"?

	Thoughts to Ponder


	March

	But I Obtained Mercy

	On Giving

	Self-Denying Love

	How Was / and Is the Church of the New Testament to Be Organized?

	Diotrephes

	On Calling Names from the Pulpit

	What Prayer Is Not

	We Have to Deal with Tragedy Every Day Yet the Most Tragic Thing to Face Is Eternal

	Christian Unity: Its Scriptural Basis

	"Don't Do That!"

	The Roman Catholic Church and Successionism

	The Great Reward

	The Carpenter


	April

	The Folly of Directing One's Own Steps

	Paul in Corinth

	"With the past..."

	The Christian Life

	Go Teach All

	Live to Serve

	Unity in Jesus

	The Voice of Conscience Is Not the Voice of God

	Who Will Know?

	Condensed Facts About the Kingdom, or Church

	What Religion Are You?

	Sincerity Rocks!


	May

	Godly Mothers

	Does the Use of "Psallo" Command the Use of Mechanical Instruments of Music in Worship?

	Good Housekeeping

	The Time You Own

	Some New Things of Christianity

	One Gospel--One Church

	Together in Unity

	What Can We Do to Prevent Apostasy?

	Some Things Not Found in the Church of Christ

	"When Joseph became the ruler of Egypt..."

	Law and Lawgiver

	Old Law and New Law

	Does Jesus Live at Your House?


	June

	The Bible School Teacher

	Who Are Ambassadors?

	A Good Rule

	Godly Fathers

	On Preaching

	Abstruse or Absurd

	Who Is to Blame?

	One Cannot Over Do It!

	Helping One Another

	The Temple and the Church

	The Way That Seemeth Right

	Do You Love the Lord?


	July

	I Asked a Simple Question and Only Got a Cursory Response: Flatline

	No Church, No Christians

	"As Though He Heard Them Not"

	An Order of Sequence

	The Elders

	Submission

	"Like all the Nations"

	Lord, Teach Us to Pray

	His Own Benefit

	The Campbell Myth

	The New Testament Book of Proverbs

	No-Cost Religion


	August

	Abusing the Lord's Supper

	Things I Wish I Had Known Before I Was Twenty-One

	10 Reasons to Study the Bible

	Of Such Is the Kingdom of Heaven

	When in Doubt

	Great Soldiers

	Too Late

	Thought for Today

	Volunteers

	There Is No God?

	"Book Review"

	"A Fit Subject"

	He Was a Christian

	Today's Church Must Be the Church of the First Century

	God's Law of Exclusion

	Things to Remember


	September

	The Church and Change

	The Gospel for Today

	Gospel Meeting with Tim Cozad

	Worship

	Wanted: Great Hearts

	Gospel Meeting with Tim Cozad
 
	We Have a Question to Consider: Do Our Friends Really Care for Our Souls?

	Teaching the Children

	Gospel Meeting with Tim Cozad

	Unity

	Gospel Meeting with Tim Cozad

	God's Precious Promises:

	His consecration was complete...


	October

	Five Christian Duties

	Microwave Religion

	The Crown of Thorns

	Don't Set Standards for Others!

	Test Your Love

	A "Simple" Question Which Evolutionists Cannot Answer: Which Was First on Earth--A Woman or a Human Baby?

	We Have Borrowed Too Much

	What Should the Men Be Called Who Give Their Life to Preaching the Gospel of Christ?

	Obedience

	Suppose


	November

	Guard Yourself from Evil

	Accepting Responsibility

	Bible Preaching

	Unclean Spirit and Empty House

	"Every body of people..."

	Comments on the Anti-Christ

	One Plan of Salvation for All

	Some Rules for Troubled Times Or, How We Ought to Behave When Opposing an Erring Brother

	I Heard a Baby Cry

	Is It Thanksgiving?

	If Thy Brother Trespasses Against Thee

	Eight Mysteries

	If the Shoe Fits...

	The Bible--There It Stands

	Cleansing the Temple

	The Midnight Hour

	Can a Church Be Disfellowshipped?


	December

	Well, "You're Either a Christian, or You're a ____ (Fill in the Blank)"
 
	These Endure Forever

	Ten Reasons Why You Should Be a Member of the Church of Christ

	Give, and God Will Bless You

	We Would Like for Every Member to Answer the Following:

	A Noble Utterance

	How to Convince the World That We Are the People of God

	The Christian's Hope

	A Rule of Three

	If Each Church Member Were Just Like Me

	Should I or Should I Not???

	Wait on the Lord






