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The Church That Jesus Built
J. D. Tant

There have been two families on earth with a
Divine origin. God was the maker and founder of
one at the beginning when He made Adam and
Eve and called their name Adam (Gen. 5:2). This
was God’s family upon the earth. From this family
all nations came. Had these people lived up to the
law of God, there would have been no necessity
for the confounding of languages and scattering
the people over the earth as was done at the tower
of Babel when they tried to reach heaven by their
works (Gen. 11:5-10).

When this family had fulfilled the work God
ordained it should do, we are introduced to
another person, Jesus, the Son of God, who came,
lived, died, and lived again to save His people
from their sins.

While Jesus was here perfecting His work, on
one occasion when Peter confessed that Jesus was
the Son of God, Christ pronounced a blessing
upon him and said, “upon this rock [Peter’s con-
fession that He was the Son of God] I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Mat. 16:18). Paul called attention to
this church and said it was purchased by the
blood of Christ (Acts 20:28).

Paul refers to it as being a bride and being
married to the Son of God (Rom. 7:1-4). Also, he
represents it as being the body of Christ (Col.
1:18) and represents Christ as being the Savior of
the same (Eph. 5:23).

Seeing the importance that the Word of God
attaches to the church of Christ, claiming it was
built by Him, that it was purchased with His
blood, and that He is married to it, and promises
to save it as His body; it is then sad to see how
much the religious world underrates its value,
claiming a connection with the church has noth-
ing to do with the salvation of man.

Often it is said that a man can be saved just as
well in one church as in another. Why not argue
that when the flood came a man could have kept
out of the water just as well in some other ark as
in the one Noah built?

When God told the bitten Israelites to look at
the snake Moses hung up in the wilderness would
it have done just as well for Sam Jones or Bill
Smith each to have made snakes and hung them
up for the people to look at when bitten by the
fiery serpents?

The charge is often made that my brethren
teach that all will be lost who do not belong to
“your church” While the Bible says nothing about
“your church,” yet the Son of God did say, “Every
plant, which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up” (Mat. 15:13). He also
says, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men” (15:9).

The question is often asked, “Don’t you think
there are just as good people in one church as in
another?” Most assuredly that is true. But it is
also true that God never promised to save any



man on account of his goodness. There are just as
many good people outside the Masonic lodge as
belong to it, but no outsider is ever buried with
Masonic honors.

There are as many good people in France and
England as we have in America, yet they do not
have the protection of our government because
they are not American citizens. So, it is in becom-
ing a child of God, or a member of the church of
Christ.

Jesus says in John 3:5, “Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” Inasmuch as the church of
Christ is a spiritual institution, entered by spiri-
tual law, not moral law, it does not matter how
good a man is. He has no spiritual connection
with Christ, the head of His church, unless he
obeys from the heart the spiritual law as taught in
Romans 6:17, and is made free by the law of the
Spirit in Christ Jesus, as taught by Paul in Romans
8:2. This is the kind of a good life many lead here,
working all the time in what they call “your
church” instead of the church of Christ, doing, as
they claim, many things in His name which He
has not commanded. I am sure this will come
under the heading of their works of righteousness
at the last day instead of doing the righteousness
of God as taught in Romans 10:3 and will be
found building on the sand.

Then, as the Bible teaches that Jesus has a
church, purchased with His blood, we conclude it
is not only a divine institution, but is separated
from all human churches. Salvation is promised
only through the name of the founder (Acts 4:12).
This salvation includes only those who build on
the rock (Mat. 7:24). As those who build on the
rock, or in the church, are said to be members of
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones (Eph.
5:30), it should then be a question of great impor-
tance that we know more of this church, the spiri-
tual law that makes us members of it, and the
power by which we are kept alive after we get into
this church.
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First: When the prophet foretold the laying of
the corner stone in Zion, he said this should be
laid after the trial of the Son of God (Isa. 28:14-
16).

Second: Jesus told the apostles they should
commence work at Jerusalem after the Holy
Ghost came upon them (Luke 24:4-9).

Third: We are taught in Acts 2, that the Holy
Ghost came upon the apostles on the first Pente-
cost after the death of Christ, giving them a spiri-
tual law, by which and through which, men and
women become members of the church of Christ.
But how did they become members? Peter taught
they became members by “hearing” the Gospel
(15:7). Paul taught them they must “believe” the
Gospel (16:31).

The Jews rejoiced when God granted unto the
Gentiles “repentance” unto life (11:18). Philip
taught they must “confess” the Son of God (8:38).
The Holy Ghost taught that they must be “bap-
tized for the remission of sins” (2:38). Those
people who gladly received said teaching were
baptized and the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved (2:47). This church con-
tinued in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, and
prayer (2:41-45). A leading act of their worship
was to meet upon the first day of the week to
break bread, as my brethren teach and practice
today (20:7). If this was the church of Christ then,
and if we teach and practice the same things, why
are we not the church of Christ today?

If the seed of a peach tree was planted in AD 33
it grew and produced peaches and if the same
kind of seed is planted today, will it not grow and
produce peaches as it did then? If not, why not?
So, if we have a peach seed that was planted and

Unless we have faith in our Heavenly Father
and love for humanity in our hearts, we are
very apt to miss the right and happy way in
our journey through life.
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produced peaches 1,900 years ago, and we plant
the same kind of seed today;, it only remains to
sow the seed, and it will produce peaches. If not,
why not?

The man who would argue that we cannot tell
whether they are peaches today unless we can
produce an account of each tree that has borne
the same kind of fruit from now back to the apos-
tles, would be illogical. So, it is with the Word of
God. We have the same Gospel they had then
which is the Word of God, or the seed of the
kingdom. If it produced nothing but Christians
then who were members of the church of Christ,

it will produce nothing less nor more now. So, if
in any community we find something besides a
Christian, and find a church which is not the
church of Christ, we are forced to believe the
Word of God was not sown in that community,
and said church, whether it be “your church” or
“my church” is not the church of Christ.

As Jesus taught that all plants or churches not
planted by His Father should be rooted up, we
should be careful lest it may turn out we are
working in some human church and will be
rooted up at the last day.

Deceased

A Swarm of Gospel “Be’s”

Have you observed how powerful little words
in the Bible are. Take if, for example. Jesus said,
“If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins” (John 8:24). If our mother, Eve, had been
wise regarding what the little three-letter word
not meant, the old devil would not have deceived
her (Gen. 3:4). The little word be is used fre-
quently in the Bible. The thoughts connected to it
contribute to our salvation. Here is a swarm of
Gospel “be’s”

Be Baptized. “And now why tarriest thou?
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). To
be baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27) is to be obedi-
ent from the heart to that form of teaching (Rom.
6:3-4, 17-18). One is then delivered from the
power of darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear
Son (Col. 1:13).

Be Wise. “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in
the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as ser-
pents, and harmless as doves” (Mat. 10:16). Thus,
the Lord warned the twelve as He sent them on
their mission.

Be Faithful. “Be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). The
circumstances in which the beloved apostle John
was at the time were not very favorable. He was
exiled to the lonely isle of Patmos. The incentive

held out was “be faithful—the crown of life” That
was all John needed to deepen his faith.

Be Ready. The Lord says, “Therefore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh” (Mat. 24:44). The Lord could
come again at any time. We could pass away, and
all opportunities to get ready for judgment (John
5:28-29) would be gone.

Be Unmovable. In our present day, this admo-
nition is just as pertinent to every member of the
body of Christ as when Paul wrote it by inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit. “Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).

Be Ye Doers. “But be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (Jam.
1:22). It is not enough to hear the Word of God,
but those who are blessed put it into practice
every day.

If you have not obeyed the Lord and Master in
the primary principles of the Gospel, we pray that
you will attend to that immediately. If you have
obeyed Him, Be Faithful, Be Doers, Be Wise, Be
Unmovable, and you will Be Ready.
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God gives us strength and intelligence suffi-
cient for everything He wants us to do.
Author Unknown

Remember in your prayers:

Bill & Peggy Crowe Nancy Travis
Linda Worley Carla Burleson
Bill & Pam Busch

April 29
Fifth Wednesday Singing at 7:00 p.m., in
the auditorium.

Sunday
Bible Classes for all ages — 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service — 10:00 a.m.
Afternoon Worship Service — 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes for all ages — 7:00 p.m.

Bellview Church of Christ
Bishops:

Paul Brantley
Michael Hatcher
Bill Busch

Minister: Tim Cozad




