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The whole scheme of pre-millennialism is 
based upon the theory of a millennium. The doc-
trine of the “millennium” comes from two Latin 
words—mille, “thousand,” and annum, meaning 
“year.” The Greek equivalent for millennium is 
chiliasm.

Briefly stated, the theory of the millennium 
teaches that the fleshly and earthly, or sublunary, 
state of man is not terminated with the coming of 
Christ, but that a new order of things is to be set 
up at that time; that when Christ comes with His 
glorified saints, He will reign in person on a lit-
eral, material throne of David at Jerusalem for 
1,000 years, over a world of men yet in the flesh, 
eating and drinking, planting and building, mar-
rying and giving in marriage; and that this new 
order of affairs will continue exactly to a day for 
1,000 years. Hence, millennialism is the belief that 
Christ will personally reign on earth with His 
saints for 1,000 years over an earthly kingdom.

The millennial theory presents Christ as King 
in Jerusalem, who began His reign on earth in the 
Spirit but will end it in the flesh on a literal 
throne. Notably, in all His teaching, Jesus did not
speak of a millennium. Paul and the other apos-
tles, guided by the Holy Spirit in their speaking 
and writing, did not mention it. No ancient 
prophet, speaking by the Holy Spirit, ever used 
any language that could be correctly interpreted 
as a “millennium.” Indeed, it is nowhere in the 
Bible.

What Is Premillennialism?
Premillennialism is a theory based on the “mil-

lennium” theory. It is a theory based on another 
theory. The word means “before the millennium.” 
Those who believe that the second coming of 
Christ marks the beginning of the “theory of the 
millennium” are called premillennialists, while 
those who believe the second coming of Christ 
marks the close of the “theory of the millennium” 
are called postmillennialists. The difference 
between the pre- and the post millennialists is a 
definite period of 1,000 years, separated from the 
rest of human history by strictly definite bound-
aries, called “the millennium.”

The Bible teaches nothing about premillennial-
ism. Christians whom the New Testament guides 
are neither premillennialists nor postmillennial-
ists. Neither are they millennialists in any sense of 
the word. Anyone who calls himself a premillenni-
alist is taking a name that is not given in the New 
Testament and subscribing to a theory about 
which the New Testament says nothing.

The scheme of the premillennialists, as dia-
grammed by their own leaders, has periods of 
time known as “The Rapture,” “The Tribulation,” 
and “The Revelation” (See W. E. Blackstone, Jesus 
Is Coming, pp 48-50). By The Rapture, they mean 
the translation of the saints who, like Enoch, are 
caught up to meet Christ in the air. They define 
The Tribulation as the period between the saints 
being caught up in the air and their return to 
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earth with Christ. The Tribulation comes between 
The Rapture and The Revelation. The Revelation is 
defined as the time when Christ and His saints 
shall return to the earth in flaming fire to execute 
judgment on the earth, and at the end of The Rev-
elation begins the millennium.

Strangely, anyone would want to believe such a 
wild scheme of religious errors. But some accept 
the theory without any investigation. These are 
curious and restless spirits who feed upon any-
thing that has to do with the future. The mere 
statement of the theory brings them something 
new, and they are ready to accept it without proof.

Others sincerely accept this theory. But their 
sincerity cannot be taken as proof of the theory. 
Mohammedans and Jews are sincere in their wor-
ship, but their sincerity does not render their 
worship acceptable to God. Neither does it prove 
the truthfulness of their claims.

A Fatal Fallacy
Many clumsy interpretations of prophecies and 

gross fallacies of premillennialism exist. Chief 
among these is the one that makes the kingdom 
of God an earthly kingdom. Every argument pre-
millennialists advance rests upon the assumption
that the theory of the millennium is true. There-
fore, before any premillennial argument can be 
logical or sound, those advancing it must first 
prove that the Bible teaches Christ came to the 
earth to establish an earthly kingdom, because 
their theory presupposes an earthly kingdom. 
Their interpreters say that “the kingdom of 

heaven” and “the kingdom of God,” as used by 
Christ, means an earthly and temporal kingdom.

Jesus taught the very opposite of this theory. In 
Luke 22:24-30, He contrasted His reign with that 
of Gentile kings. He said the governments of the 
Gentiles are typical of all earthly governments, 
but that His reign in His kingdom is far different 
from theirs. He told Pilate:

My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but 
now is my kingdom not from hence (John 
18:36).

This should settle the matter. His kingdom is not 
an earthly kingdom. He never intended that it 
should be an earthly kingdom at any stage of its 
existence. Neither was it to be a temporal dynasty 
in any sense.

Again, Jesus said to His disciples just before 
leaving them, “I appoint unto you a kingdom, as 
my Father hath appointed unto me” (Luke 22:29). 
What is the kingdom which was appointed unto 
them? One thing is definite—it was not a king-
dom of this world, though it was to be in this 
world. Jesus never spoke of having two kingdoms. 
The Holy Spirit nowhere guided any New Testa-
ment writer to speak of two kingdoms. He 
claimed to establish only one, and He has only 
one, but it is not an earthly kingdom.

By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul denied 
the theory of premillennialism in 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-3. He says there, in brief, that he besought the 
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Thessalonians not to quote him as ever implying 
anything of the kind, as ever saying anything of 
the kind, or as ever writing anything of that sort. 
He denies that by spirit, word, or letter he had 
ever given any warrant to the advocates of this 
doctrine to quote him as endorsing it. He said 
that if anyone should say that this theory is the 
spirit or purport of his teaching, or if anyone 
should say that he sometimes preached it, or if 
anyone should say that the doctrine can be found 
in any of his letters, they should not believe it. 
“Let no man deceive you by any means,” he said.

Christ always rebuked His disciples for enter-
taining the idea that He would set up a temporal 
or worldly kingdom. We cannot allow any inter-
pretation of prophetic symbols and language to 
contradict Christ’s plain and simple teaching. 
Every interpretation of prophecy must accord 
with the fundamental doctrine of the Gospel.

Premillennialists admit that Jesus came to 
establish a kingdom, but they deny that He did 
what He came to do. They teach that the Jews 
rejected Christ while He was here on earth, and 
that instead of establishing His kingdom, He 
established the church. Hence, they call the 
church the “spiritual contingent of the kingdom.” 
But all the work of the salvation of man from sin 
will be completed by the Gospel before the return 

of Christ, according to the New Testament. Christ 
is now king and will reign until all His enemies 
are subdued (1 Cor. 15:24-28).

Other Fallacies
Premillennialism depends upon an unsound 

and illogical method of handling Scripture. Those 
who advocate it give a literal interpretation to fig-
urative, symbolic, and poetical language. The 
advocates of this theory have the wrong concep-
tion of the kingdom. They deny that the kingdom 
of God is now present in the world and affirm 
that it will not be inaugurated until Christ comes.

The premillennial theory is Judaistic in that it 
presses the literal interpretation of Scripture to an 
extreme degree to bolster the “theory of the mil-
lennium.” It is further Judaistic in its view of the 
kingdom as an earthly empire with its capital at 
Jerusalem, and a vast hierarchy of ecclesiastical 
and political government extending over the 
world.

Finally, this theory teaches that the Gospel as 
God’s power to save, the work of the Holy Spirit, 
and the church are not sufficient for the redemp-
tion of man, and that the earthly life of Christ, 
His crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension were all failures.

Deceased

Franklin’s Wisdom
Benjamin Franklin has a large stock of common sense as revealed in his famous Poor Richard’s 

Almanac.
“Content makes poor men rich; discontent makes rich men poor.
“There is no little enemy.
“Doing an injury puts you below your enemy; revenging one makes you but even with him; forgiv-

ing it sets you above him.
“Work as if you were to live one hundred years; pray as if you were to die tomorrow.
“A wise man will desire no more than what he may get justly, use soberly, distribute cheerfully, and 

leave contently.
“Men often mistake themselves, seldom forget themselves.
“The poor have little; beggars, none; the rich, too much; enough, not one.”

Author Unknown
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The supreme inquiry for each of us when 
summoned to a new work is not whether we 
possess courage or qualifications for it, but 
whether we have been called to it by God; 
and when that is so, there is no further 
cause of anxiety.

F. B. Meyer, Deceased
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