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“Neither Bid Him God Speed”
Jerry C. Brewer

We are always saddened by
those who compromise truth and
extend fellowship to error, but,
since the seeds of apostasy that
were sown in the 1960s are now
producing their fruit, we are no
longer surprised by those compromises. One example of those
who extend fellowship to error
is in a workshop called, “Elevating Marriage,” scheduled for Jan.
21-23, 2016 at the Skirvin Hotel
in Oklahoma City. This workshop
has been an annual event for at
least two years and is directed by
Denton Wood who is the “Family
Life/Youth Minister” for the Hammon, Oklahoma church of Christ.
So far as the good that may be done
in this effort to strengthen marriages, no one questions. What we
do question is the fellowship which
speakers who purport to be sound
in the faith extend to unsound
works and speakers in this workshop by ignoring John’s injunction
against bidding God speed to false
teachers (2 John 9-11).
One of those was Memphis
School of Preaching (MSOP) director B. J. Clarke who spoke at last
year’s workshop. Clarke and his
wife participated with Steve Minor,

preacher for the Kingfisher, Oklahoma church of Christ. Minor and
the Kingfisher church are currently
conducting a nine-week workshop
by Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University Workshop—good things
to know, but which have absolutely
nothing to do with the mission of
the Lord’s church. It is difficult to
learn Ramsey’s denominational
affiliation, but he is not a Christian, identifying himself only as an
“Evangelical Christian.” It appears
that Forest Hill and MSOP have
taken to heart and are practicing Barry Grider’s “inclusiveness”
which he promoted in an unsigned
article entitled, “I Drew My Circle
Again,” and in Tyler Young’s article, “Binding Where God Has
Not,” in The Forest Hill News for
Feb. 10, 2009.
This year’s speakers are Glenn
Colley and his wife, Cindy, and
Thomas Jackson and his wife,
Karla. Here is what the “Elevating
Marriage” website at www.elevatemarriage.com says of Jackson:

Thomas Jackson has been married for 22 years. He and his wife,
Karla, are the proud parents of two
children; Dillon (son—21 yrs) and
Kayla (daughter—17). He has a doc-

torate of philosophy degree in Theology and Clinical Psychology and
has been involved in behavioral
health for 20 years. He is registered
as a Certified Restorative Therapist
(CRT), Certified Anger Management Specialist (CAMS), Certified
Marriage and Family Therapist
(CMFT), Certified Micro-Expressionist (CME), and Victim Relief/
Crisis Intervention Counselor (VRCIC).
He is a published author of the
books, “A Conversational Commentary on the Gospel of JOHN”,
“Man and Woman As God Has
Ordained,” and co-author of the
book, “Low Motives in High Places:
A Survival Strategy For Wounded
Healers.” He has published a four
DVD set entitled, “Embracing your
Season,” and a five DVD set entitled, “Family Matters” and a six
DVD Sermon series entitled, “Now
Is The Time.” He has published articles entitled, “A Daughter’s First
Romance,” “Treating Depression
In America,” and “Understanding
African-American Behavior In A
Euro-American Society.” He currently serves as the Chair of the
Department of Counseling and
Family Studies for the School of Religious Studies (SRS) in Little Rock,
AR., and is an Adjunct Psychology
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Notes
From The
Editor

righteousness (by which we are to
judge) is revealed in the Gospel of
Christ (Rom. 1:16-17). Since we are
going to be judged by the words of
Christ (John 12:48), it would only
Michael
be sensible to judge our lives by
Hatcher
those words.
Email address:
To be able to judge our lives by
mhatcher@gmail.com
that proper standard: the Scriptures, it is our responsibility to
study and come to a proper underWith the coming of a new
standing of them. Paul instructed
year, there is generally a time of
Timothy to “Study to shew thyself
self-reflection. It is a time to look
approved unto God, a workman
back over the past year and over
that needeth not to be ashamed,
our lives and take stock regardrightly dividing the word of truth”
ing things in our lives. While we
(2 Tim. 2:15). We must be able to
should constantly be examining
“Prove all things” (1 The. 5:21).
ourselves, it is something that we
Only by proving all things can we
center our minds upon as a new
“hold fast that which is good” and
year comes upon us. Paul tells us:
“abstain from all appearance of
“Examine yourselves, whether ye
evil” (5:21-22). We must be able to
be in the faith; prove your own
discern those things that God has
selves. Know ye not your own
authorized (both those that are reselves, how that Jesus Christ is
quired and those that are optional)
in you, except ye be reprobates?”
to be able to determine those
(2 Cor. 13:5).
things that are right and those that
Realizing our need to examine
are wrong (not authorized by God).
ourselves, we must use the correct
There are also those areas where
standard in our examination. Some we can improve what we have been
use their own subjective feelings
doing.
and desires as their standard.
We all need to be better Bible
However, “There is a way which
students and gain a greater knowlseemeth right unto a man, but the
edge of God’s Word. Peter closes
end thereof are the ways of death”
his book by saying, “But grow in
(Pro. 14:12). Others will use what
grace, and in the knowledge of our
the majority of people desire as
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To
their standard. This is no better
him be glory both now and for
than going by one’s own feelings,
ever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18). Grow is
though. There are some who will
a command (imperative) for us to
use the creeds and disciplines of
continue to do (present tense). To
man as the standard by which
continue to grow takes diligent
they will go, but this is still what
study of God’s Word. While we
“seemeth right unto a man.” While might wish knowledge of God and
other standards are used, the right His Word comes through miracustandard is the Scriptures. Jesus
lous means today, it does not—it
stated, “Judge not according to the
takes study. Thus, Paul instructed
appearance, but judge righteous
Timothy: “Study to shew thyself
judgment” (John 7:24). God’s
approved unto God, a workman
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New Year

that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15). Since faith comes as a
result of God’s Word (Rom. 10:17),
as we grow in knowledge, we will
grow in faith. The apostles said to
Jesus, “Increase our faith” (Luke
17:5), our faith can be increased
by continued study and gaining of

Policy
Statement

All correspondence written to
Defender, myself (Michael Hatcher), or to the elders at Bellview
concerning anything in Defender is
viewed as intended for publication
unless otherwise stated. While it
is not the practice of Defender to
publish our correspondence, we
reserve the right to publish such
without further permission being necessary should the need or
desire arise.
**********
Occasionally we receive requests to reprint articles from Defender. It is our desire to get sound
material into the hands of brethren. Thus, it is our policy to allow
reproduction of any articles that
should appear in this publication.
However, honesty should demand
that you give proper credit when
reprinting an article. You should
give the author credit for his work
and we would appreciate your
including that you got the article
from this paper.

D

efender is published monthly

(except December) under the
oversight of the elders of the Bellview
Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field
Road, Pensacola, FL 32526. (850) 4557595. Subscription is free to addresses in
the United States. All contributions shall
be used for operational expenses.
Michael Hatcher, Editor

Bible knowledge.
Prayer is vital to the Christian
life. Paul states that we are to “Pray
without ceasing” (1 The. 5:17).
Vine says of without ceasing, “not
of what is not interrupted, but of
that which is constantly recurring.”
Prayer should be constantly recurring activity within the life of the
Christian. The early church continued in prayer (Acts 2:42) and in
Paul’s summation of Christianity
in Romans 12, he writes, “continuing instant in prayer” (12:12). The
righteous need to know the efficacy
of prayer. James reminds us, “The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (5:16).
John tells us, “And whatsoever we
ask, we receive of him, because we
keep his commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in
his sight” (1 John 3:22) and then
adds, “And this is the confidence
that we have in him, that, if we ask
any thing according to his will, he
heareth us” (5:14). Prayer reaches
up to God eliciting a response on
His part for the good of the righteous man. We need to pray more
for the church, for one another the
preaching of the Gospel, that hearts
will be opened to the Truth, the
sick and poor, for our rulers (how
needed is this in light of the upcoming elections in the USA), for
all men, etc. Let us, as Christians,
be known as a praying people.
We need to be more active in
speaking to the lost. There is a lost
world out there, but there are lost
ones immediately around us also.
We need to be mission-minded
people in sending missionaries
out into the world, but this should
never hinder our being missionminded in our own neighborhood.
While the Great Commission was
initially given to the apostles, they

realized their responsibility of pass- “Through thy precepts I get uning that commission on to every
derstanding: therefore I hate every
disciple (Mat. 28:19-20). They obvi- false way” (Psa. 119:104).
ously did a good job in commuAnother problem that has arisen
nicating that message as when the
with the rise of false doctrines and
persecution led by Saul arose, every practices in the church is that of
member of the church went preach- fellowshipping those who teach
ing the Gospel. “Therefore they
and practice such. We must be very
that were scattered abroad went
careful to whom we extend fellowevery where preaching the word”
ship. Paul says to “have no fellow(Acts 8:4). They were so effective
ship with the unfruitful works of
that Paul would state that the Gosdarkness, but rather reprove them”
pel “was preached to every creature (Eph. 5:11). That is not to have
which is under heaven” (Col. 1:23).
some fellowship (as is reported in
Every member needs to be actively
the article by brother Jerry Brewer).
expanding the kingdom of God
When we have fellowship with ertoday. How many lost people have
ror, then we are morally culpable
you taught the Gospel?
for that error. “Whosoever transWe should pay more attention
gresseth, and abideth not in the
to false doctrines and practices we
doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
continue to see. It is no surprise
He that abideth in the doctrine of
that there will be false doctrine
Christ, he hath both the Father and
taught and practiced in the world.
the Son. If there come any unto
However, some Christians always
you, and bring not this doctrine,
seemed surprised when these
receive him not into your house,
errors make their way into the
neither bid him God speed: For
Lord’s church. Yet, Jesus warned,
he that biddeth him God speed is
“Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John
inwardly they are ravening wolves” 9-11). Let us be diligent in opposing
(Mat. 7:15). Peter reveals, “But there and exposing error wherever and
were false prophets also among the whenever it rears its ugly head.
There are numerous areas of
people, even as there shall be false
life where we all need to make
teachers among you, who privily
serious evaluation of our lives and
shall bring in damnable heresies,
begin making corrections and/
even denying the Lord that bought
or improvements. Let each one
them, and bring upon themselves
of us resolve to do a better job in
swift destruction” (2 Pet. 2:1).
“False prophets” and “wolves” have serving God this year than in past
been bringing error into the Lord’s years. Let us truly put God first in
our hearts and lives. “But seek ye
church for centuries. For a long
first the kingdom of God, and his
time they had to bring them in
righteousness; and all these things
privily but now in so many places
they can do so openly. Many breth- shall be added unto you” (Mat.
ren have become so accustomed to
6:33). “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
error being taught and practiced,
God with all thy heart, and with
they are more denominational than all thy soul, and with all thy mind”
anything else. We need to know the (22:37).
MH
Word and oppose every false way.
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that the Holy Spirit comes alongside
and lives in the heart of the believer
and provides comfort, strength, and
direction to live the Christian life
(John 14:16-17, John 15:26; Ephesians 1:13).

Continued from Page 1

Professor for Freed-Hardeman University, and Instructor for Psychology, Sociology, Speech/Debate, and
Bible at the Christian Academy of
Greater St. Louis.

Jackson is the preacher for the
“New Life Church of Christ” in St.
Louis, MO. Among other things,
New Life’s website at www.newlifecocstl.org/en/about-us reveals the
following:

On October 29th, 2011, a Celebration Musical, hosted at the Crowne
Plaza Airport Hotel, introduced the
city of St. Louis, MO to a body of
believers who are known as the New
Life Church of Christ. New Life
Church of Christ is a group of believers and families who have seen
the hurt, disappointment, and frustrations that life can bring, but had
enough FAITH to not only believe
in God, but Believe God and anticipate their deliverance. As a result,
the New Life family has adopted the
ministry model of Jesus, based on
the principles found in John 4:7-26;
where He engaged the woman at the
well, He walked her from physical
water, to spiritual water; to believing in Him as her Savior. The New
Life family is a holistic ministry,
that ministers to the whole person
in body, soul, and spirit, and with
God’s help and guidance, strives
to “Change the World one life at a
time” by meeting people where they
are and walking them in love; physically, emotionally and spiritually to
where God would have them to be.
We believe there is one God, who
has chosen to express Himself in
three personalities: Father, Word,
and Holy Spirit; and as the Word
came to the earth in the form the
man, Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, crucified and died for the sin of
the world, and rose three days later
bringing redemption and salvation
to all mankind (John 1:1,14, John
14:15-17; Philippians 2:5-7).
We believe as a baptized believer
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One can only guess what “a
Celebration Musical” is. However,
there is no doubt that Thomas and
his church teach Pentecostal doctrine in their statement that, “the
Holy Spirit comes alongside and
lives in the heart of the believer
and provides comfort, strength,
and direction to live the Christian
life (John 14:16-17, John 15:26;
Ephesians 1:13).” Jesus’ words in
John, chapters 14, 15, and 16 were
addressed to His apostles.

And I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you forever;
even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it
seeth him not; but ye know him; for
he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you (14:16-17).
But when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from
the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall testify of me: and ye also
shall bear witness, because ye have
been with me from the beginning
(15:26-27).

The promise of the Comforter
was made only to the apostles and
referred to Holy Spirit baptism
which they received on Pentecost.
We have also included the conclusion of Jesus’ thought in John 15:26
by citing verse 27. The apostles
were empowered to be witnesses
of Christ through Holy Spirit baptism (Acts 1:8). No man, then or
now, other than the apostles were
promised the Comforter, nor did
any man, then or now, receive the
Comforter or become witnesses of
Christ. To apply Jesus’ words to

January 2016

anyone today without contextual
consideration is either poor exegesis, or blatant dishonesty.
Forty years ago, faithful Gospel
preachers would have shunned
such denominational foolishness
like the plague, “but now it is different” (Hiscox’s Baptist Manual).
Slightly more than 40 years ago, I
sat in Glenn Colley’s father’s class
on “Fundamentals of The Faith”
in the Elk City School of Preaching. It was in that class, and in
conversations with Gary Colley
in our hour-long commutes to
classes, that I received much of
my Bible knowledge of the Holy
Spirit and His work. Gary related
Richard Rogers’ error on the Holy
Spirit to me and provided me with
Rogers’ material which I refuted
in brother Roy Hearn’s paper, The
First Century Christian. Gary
certainly never taught the kind of
error on the Holy Spirit that his
son fellowships today. Nor would
Gary have violated 2 John 9-11 by
bidding God speed to those who
taught the Pentecostal doctrine
that Jackson and “New Life Church
of Christ” teach on their website.
These departures from the faith
once delivered grieve the hearts of
faithful brethren everywhere but
no longer surprise us.

Elk City, OK

Editor’s Note: Cindy Colley
has made a public, albeit feeble,
attempt to answer the questions
and backlash they have received
regarding this event. It is the same
old tired argument of going there
to try and teach them the error
of their way. We would challenge anyone to go to the website
mentioned and view the lessons
and then ask yourself how anyone
with those topics will reprove and
rebuke anyone in this type of error.

2016 Spring Church of Christ CFTF Lectures
Fatal Error About the Holy Spirit
Wednesday, February 24 – Sunday, February 28, 2016

Elders: Kenneth Cohn and Buddy Roth

David P. Brown, Director
Wednesday, February 24

6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
The Fatal Error on Acts 2:38-39
The Fatal Error on Mark 16:15-20

Paul Vaughn
Wayne Blake

Thursday, February 25

The Fatal Error on the Promise of Holy Spirit Baptism in Matthew 3:11 and Luke 3:16
The Fatal Error That the Holy Spirit is the Same Person as Jesus
The Fatal Error on the Nature and Purpose of Miracles

Johnny Oxendine
Jerry Brewer
Gene Hill

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM

The Fatal Error of John Wesley’s Second Work of Grace
The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Being Filled With the Holy Spirit
Conducting the Open Forum

Daniel Denham
Jerry Brewer
Don Tarbet

		 Dinner Break
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
The Fatal Error of Present Day Holy Spirit Baptism
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

Michael Hatcher
Paul Vaughn

Friday, February 26

The Fatal Error on Joel’s Prophecy in Joel 2:28-32
The Fatal Error on the Work of the Holy Spirit in Drawing People to Christ (John 6:44-45)
The Fatal Error on John 7:37-39

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM

The Fatal Error on the Laying on of Hands of the Apostles of Christ
The Fatal Error Concerning the Holy Spirit’s Inspiration of the Bible Writers
Conducting the Open Forum

Bruce Stulting
Geoff Litke
Danny Douglas
Wayne Blake
Gene Hill
Dub McClish

		 Dinner Break
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
The Fatal Error on John 3:5
The Fatal Error of a Direct and Immediate Leading by the Holy Spirit from the Word

Johnny Oxendine
Michael Hatcher

Saturday, February 27

The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Speaking in Tongues
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 12:13
The Single Woman — LADIES ONLY

Roelf Ruffner
John West
Laura Blake

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

The Fatal Error of Mac Deaver on the Work of the Holy Spirit in Sanctification of the Christian
The Married Woman — LADIES ONLY
The Fatal Error That the Holy Spirit Is Not Deity or a Person
Conducting the Open Forum

Sunday, February 28

The Fatal Error of John Calvin’s Doctrine of Irresistible Grace
The Fatal Error on Spiritual Gifts

Bruce Stulting
Danny Douglas

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
			

Daniel Denham
Sue Stulting
Roelf Ruffner
Michael Hatcher

The Fatal Error of Special Illumination by the Holy Spirit
The Fatal Error of the Work of the Holy Spirit Operating Directly on the Alien Sinner
in Conjunction With the Word in Conviction and Conversion

Terry Hightower
Dub McClish

Lunch Provided by the Spring Church • Book of Lectures Available • RV Hook-Ups
Video & Audio Recordings • Approved Displays
Spring Church Secretary: Sonya West ~ E-mail: sonyacwest@gmail.com ~ Ofﬁce Phone (281) 353-2707
Spring Church of Christ ~ PO Box 39 (Mailing Address) ~ 1327 Spring Cypress Road, Spring, TX 77383
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The Emotions of Jesus
Charles Pogue

In the beginning of his Gospel
account, the apostle John informs us,
“the Word [Jesus—the Second Person
of the Godhead] was made flesh, and
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Paul says
that Jesus “was made in the likeness
of men” (Phi. 2:7). As a man, Jesus
experienced the same emotions and
acted upon some of the same motivations as the rest of us. Many verses of
Scripture implicitly show that Jesus
was a man of emotions, but there are
also some which explicitly tell us the
emotions Jesus felt when He acted or
reacted to certain situations.
Compassion
“But when he saw the multitudes,
he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd” (Mat. 9:36). Surely, that
compassion involved more than just
Jesus’ sympathy toward the people because of their physical ailments. It is
interesting that just two verses earlier
Matthew reminds us of the nay saying
Pharisees who claimed that Jesus cast
out devils through the prince of the
devils. With the widespread teaching
of both the Pharisees and the Sadducees, Jesus must have felt compassion for the common people, because
those two groups were as much or
more a detriment than a help.
While we detest error today we,
too, can have compassion upon those
who have been deceived by those who
are recognized as religious leaders,
but who are in reality false teachers,
and will cause many to be lost. Let
us, like Christ, put our compassion
into action and teach those who have
been deceived by wolves in sheep’s
clothing.
Love
In Mark 10, a rich man came to Jesus wanting to know what he needed
to do to inherit eternal life. When
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Jesus reminded him of “the commandments,” the man acknowledged
he had kept those from his youth. At
that point, Mark records, “Then Jesus
beholding him loved him” (10:21).
Jesus knew the hearts of men, and
He knew the man would be grieved,
because he was rich, and the rich will
hardly enter the kingdom of heaven,
because they love their riches more
than God.
Many of the parables Jesus told
had something to do with money in
one way or another. The pursuit of
money can cause much sorrow in
this life, and prevent those who love
it from entering heaven. What a contrast between the man in the account
and Jesus. The man loved money;
Jesus loved the people. Consequently,
the Lord wasted no occasion to warn
the people about the deceitfulness of
riches. We must love people enough
to warn them about anything they
would love more or place ahead of
God and following the requirements
of the Gospel of Christ.
Anger
By contrast, Jesus could also
manifest anger. Again, in the Gospel
of Mark, we read: “And when he had
looked round about on them with
anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the
man, Stretch forth thine hand. And
he stretched it out: and his hand was
restored whole as the other” (3:5). Toward whom was this anger directed?
The Pharisees, who were watching
and waiting for Him to heal the man,
so they would have what they considered to be a real charge against Jesus
in regard to the Sabbath.
We have already noted that Jesus
had compassion on the people (Mat.
9:36). He had compassion on the
man with the withered hand. The
Pharisees, who were fitly described

January 2016

by Jesus as hypocrites, rejected Jesus
and caused others to reject Him, thus,
they deserved the righteous indignation or anger of Jesus.
As hard as it is to understand, it
is true that there are false teachers in
the religious world today who teach
error, know they teach error, and
thus deliberately hinder people from
coming to obedience to the Gospel of
Christ. They are like Elymas in Acts
13 who specifically and deliberately
sought to turn Sergius Paulus away
from the faith. Such people are surely
setting themselves up to receive the
wrath of God in the day of judgment.
Grief
Jesus knew and experienced grief,
as did, and does, any other human
being. Jesus showed His grief when
He went to Bethany, to the home of
Mary and Martha when Lazarus had
died. John 11:35 simply says, “Jesus
wept.” More especially, Jesus grieved
over the spiritual condition of those
who had violated God’s law. In Mark
3:5, after we read that Jesus looked
around with anger, Mark says Jesus
was grieved because of their hard
heartedness.
Maybe the most telling incident of
the grief of Jesus was when He came
into the city of Jerusalem shortly before His death. Matthew records Jesus
saying, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not!” (Mat. 23:37). Luke writes
about the same occasion, “And when
he was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over it” (Luke 19:41). At
the beginning of his Gospel account,
Luke describes the mission of John to
include turning the hearts of the fathers to the children and the disobe-

dient to the wisdom of the just. Those
words describe a spiritual condition
that is not what it ought to be. That
same spiritual condition among the
leaders of the Jews, combined with
their envy and jealousy, led to the
crucifixion of the Lord.
There is no doubt that it grieves
the heart of the Lord today when
He sees there are those who trample
underfoot the “new Jerusalem,” the
church of Christ. Many are as hard
hearted as those Jews of old, resisting
the law of the King, despising His
commandments, and making havoc
of the glorious bride of Christ. The
Lord’s people are scattered and divided, because many are not content
to follow the doctrine of Christ, and
go about to establish their own standards. They grieve the Lord as much,
if not more, than did the Jews of old.
Gladness
When Jesus heard that Lazarus

was sick, He deliberately waited two
days in the place where He was. He
was not going down to Bethany until
after Lazarus had died. He knew He
was going to raise Lazarus from the
dead, and He would use that incident
to show who He was. John 11:15 says,
“And I am glad for your sakes that I
was not there, to the intent ye may
believe; nevertheless let us go unto
him.” Jesus was glad to have the incident, because He could use it as an
opportunity to teach. Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John make many references to Jesus teaching the people. Not
only did Jesus teach the people gladly,
twice we are told that the people, specifically the common people, heard
Him gladly.
Many members of the Lord’s
church do not share Jesus’ joy for
teaching those who need to hear the
truth. “Let someone else do it, I have
already done my share,” or “I am not

qualified to teach anyone,” are often
excuses for an unwillingness to teach
the Gospel. We must always be concerned that there are many lost who
need the soul saving message of the
Gospel.
Jesus experienced the same feelings and emotions that we do. He was
both fully God and fully human. As
the Son of God, Jesus revealed the
divine message that saves men’s souls.
As a human, He left us an example
of how to cope with the disappointments in life, how to react under difficult circumstances, and that we are
to rejoice when one sinner comes to
repentance and obedience to the Gospel. It is helpful for us that the New
Testament gives us specific information about the emotions and motivations of Christ. Those references help
us in life’s situations.

Stilwell, OK

Bellview Lectureship Books Order Form
Make checks or money orders out to Bellview Church of Christ.
Please send the following:		 Date: ________________________
Total Price
____ copies of Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015) @ $25.00		
_________
____ copies of Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014) @ $11.00		
_________
____ copies of Innovations (2013) @ $11.00		
_________
____ copies of What The Bible Says About: (2012) @ $11.00		
_________
____ copies of Moral Issues We Face (2011) @ $11.00 (20 copies remain)		
_________
____ copies of Back To The Bible (2010) @ $4.00		
_________
____ copies of Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008) @ $16.00		
_________
____ copies of A Time To Build (2007) @ $5.00		
_________
____ copies of The Blight Of Liberalism (2005) @ $5.00		
_________
____ copies of Great New Testament Questions (2004) @ $5.00		
_________
____ copies of Great Old Testament Questions (2003) @ $5.00		
_________
____ copies of Beatitudes (2002) @ $5.00			
_________
____ copies of Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001) @ $5.00		
_________
____ copies of Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000) @ $5.00		
_________
____ copies of Preaching God Demands (1996) @ $5.00		
_________
____ Books-on-CD (1988-2015) (PDF format) $37.75		
_________
(includes postage/handling)—call for upgrade price
			 Postage/Handling ($3.75 per Book):
_________
			
Total: _________
Send To: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ___________________________
January 2016			

Defender

7

DEFENDER

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Pensacola, FL
Permit No. 395

Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526-1798
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Refuting Realized Eschatology
2015 Bellview Lectures

Chapters On:
What Is Realized Eschatology and Its History?.... Jess Whitlock
The Nature of Prophecy.................................... Jerry C. Brewer
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Arguments Against RE............................... Terry M. Hightower
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Ashdodisms At Lipscomb University
Roelf L. Ruffner

In those days also saw I Jews that
had married wives of Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab: And their
children spake half in the speech
of Ashdod, and could not speak in
the Jews’ language, but according to
the language of each people (Neh.
13:23-24).

Language is the main component of human communications.
God made us that way. If you want
to change something, whether
politically, socially, or religiously,
begin by changing the vocabulary.
Change agents (spiritual terrorists)
within the body of Christ are trying to change the vocabulary of the
church of Christ to make it more
like Satan’s realm—the so-called
religious world.
I received a message the other
day from Lipscomb University’s
“Institute For Christian Living”
advertising their upcoming “Nurture 2016.” The theme this year is
“Experience God and Flourish.”
What I read did not make me
“flourish.” What I read I did not
recognize as a Christian and a student of the Bible, but as an observer
of the Emerging Church Movement
(ECM) and my familiarity with
their vocabulary, it made perfect

sense. The ECM is an ecumenical
attempt to bring together elements
of Roman Catholic and Greek
Orthodox mysticism, pop-psychology, Eastern Religions, and New
Ageism to make the practitioner
“closer to God” and bring “spiritual renewal” to the church. This
is another lie from Satan (cf. 2 The.
2:10-12). The Bible Departments of
Lipscomb University and Abilene
Christian University are filled with
disciples of the ECM.
Notice the following sentence
from the announcement: “This
year, we have spiritual directors,
life coaches, and those facilitating
formational prayer, with whom you
can meet for a private session.”
“Spiritual Directors”
“Spiritual director” refers to
someone who will counsel participants in this workshop “into
life-forming experiences with the
Holy Spirit” (Quote from the bio of
the featured speaker and director of ICS, Kris Miller.) No, this
is not old fashioned, rolling in the
aisle Pentecostalism, but it is just
a heretical. It is not an “experience with the Holy Spirit” but
a spasm of misguided emotion.
Yes, we all may be counseled by a

mature Christian, using the Bible.
However, when they imply that one
needs something else in addition
to the Bible to “experience God”
they deny the all sufficiency of the
Word of God and denigrate the
true work of the Holy Spirit. “All
scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
“Life Coaches”
“Life coaching” is psycho-babel
phrase foreign to the New Testament. It is “the process of helping
people identify and achieve personal goals” (Wikipedia). Sounds
harmless but the goal of ECM is to
change individuals into something akin to chanting, meditating
monks, or nuns. Why not study
the Scriptures together and make
God’s goals your goals? “I have
refrained my feet from every evil
way, that I might keep thy word”
(Psa. 119:101).
“Formational Prayer”
I found this definition of forContinued on Page 3

Notes
From The
Editor
Michael
Hatcher

the spiritual and eternal interests
of man, their close brotherly union
and frequent meetings, drew upon
them the suspicion of hostility to
the Caesars and the Roman people,
and the unpardonable crime of conspiracy against the state (2:43).

These brethren hold that God
rules in the kingdom of man and
puts into office whom He chooses
(Dan. 2:21; 4:17). Thus, while the
It is always dangerous to write
Christian should pray to God, he
about politics and voting. Yet, it is a should leave the matter to God
subject that needs to be considered. and stay out of the political realm.
In our political system, there will
While God might providentially
always be disagreements between
put a man into office as He chooses,
Christians as to which candidate
who is to say that God does not
is the best for which the Chrisuse man in the voting process to
tian should vote. There are also
accomplish His choice? Ultimately,
brethren who hold the position that voting and engaging in the political
Christians should not be involved
process is a personal choice. Howin any way (including voting) with
ever, when one chooses to vote,
politics. David Lipscomb took this
there are some guiding principles
position in his book Civil Governthat should govern how we do so.
ment. It also appears as if the early
Party affiliation is one of the
church took this position. Edward
worse principles that anyone could
Gibbon in The History of the Deever come up with to base our votcline and Fall of the Roman Empire
ing upon. I once asked a Christian
wrote:
the question if they would vote for
The Christians felt and confessed Satan himself if he was running
that such institutions might be necas a (blank party). This Christian
essary for the present system of the
laughed and said “yes.” This one is
world, and they cheerfully submitted to the authority of their Pagan not the only one as there have been
governors. But while they incul- many through the years who would
cated the maxims of passive obedi- have answered the same way. This
ence, they refused to take any active attitude is despicable and sinful.
part in the civil administration or However, the platform the party is
the military defence of the empire running on is certainly important.
(1:15:V).
If the platform is contrary to BibliLikewise, Phillip Schaff in Hiscal principles, how can one who
tory of the Christian Church wrote:
claims to be a Christian vote for
The conscientious refusal of the these running on that platform?
Christians to pay divine honors
Some decide their voting upon
to the emperor and his statue, and
very superficial grounds. Examples
to take part in any idolatrous ceremonies at public festivities, their of such is voting based upon one’s
aversion to the imperial military race and/or gender. This seems
service, their disregard for politics to be very popular in our society
and depreciation of all civil and today, but it is basing your decision
temporal affairs as compared with upon the wrong things. Another
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poor basis for voting is what the
candidate promises us. So many
today make an election about us
and not about the country or what
is right. Many have changed John
Kennedy’s statement, “Ask not what
your Country can do for you but
what you can do for your Country”
to “Ask not what you can do for
your country but What your country can do for you.”
We should certainly consider
the candidates character. Those
who choose to lead a nation should
have some level of spirituality. We
realize they might not be New
Testament Christians, but they still
should be morally upright people
in their lives. A candidate should
apply Christian principles to his
life. He should not be saying one
thing and then doing something
else or voting contrary to what
he says (if he does, how can he be
trusted?). Since, “Righteousness
exalteth a nation” (Pro. 14:34), we
should consider his ethical behavior.
As Christians, we should be
seriously considering those issues
that are ethical over those that are
economic. It is better to be poor
financially than poor spiritually, or
to be poor and good than prosperous and wicked. “Blessed is the
nation whose God is the Lord; and
the people whom he hath chosen
for his own inheritance” (Psa.
33:12). “Righteousness exalteth a
nation: but sin is a reproach to any
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people” (Pro. 14:34).
Considering the ethical aspects,
a candidate’s view on marriage is
essential. “Marriage is honourable
in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God
will judge” (Heb. 13:4). God does
not tolerate homosexuality. God
reigned down fire and brimstone
upon Sodom and Gomorrah because of this sin. This sin breaks
down the moral fiber of a nation.
If rulers are to praise good and
punish evil (Rom. 13:3-5), then
a candidate who supports samesex marriage should never have
any votes from Christians. Those
candidates that Christians should
be interested in voting for are those
who support marriage.
Since God is a God of life, those
who are anti-life should never
be supported. We must keep the

sanctity of human life foremost
in our thoughts as we vote. “And
God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.
So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created
he them” (Gen. 1:26-27). God
hates shedding of innocent blood.
“These six things doth the LORD
hate: yea, seven are an abomination
unto him: A proud look, a lying
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth
wicked imaginations, feet that be
swift in running to mischief, A
false witness that speaketh lies,
and he that soweth discord among

brethren” (Pro. 6:16-19). There is
nothing more innocent than a baby
in the womb. However, the sanctity
of human life is to continue till
death. Thus, those who support or
will vote with laws that will bring
about euthanasia should never be
voted for by the Christian.
God sets forth the purpose for
government when Peter writes,
“Submit yourselves to every
ordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether it be to the king, as
supreme; Or unto governors, as
unto them that are sent by him for
the punishment of evildoers, and
for the praise of them that do well”
(1 Pet. 2:13-14). When we vote,
make sure we are voting by the
principles God would have us to,
not according to what they might
promise or what economic good we
think might come.

Continued from Page 1
mational prayer by “Professor”
Terry Wardle of the Ashland (Ohio)
Theological Seminary (A ECM
nursery): “a ministry of the Holy
Spirit, moving through a Christian
caregiver, bringing the Healing Presence of Jesus Christ into
the place of pain and brokenness
within a wounded person.” Huh?
Again they drag the Holy Spirit
away from His rightful place working through the Word of God (John
6:63; Eph. 6:17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). They
equate some emotional release
with the Holy Spirit. They are at-

tempting to use prayer (most likely
chanting/meditation) to make it
easier to trust one’s feelings rather
than to obey God. Notice that the
Holy Spirit is not mentioned as
working through the Word of God
but through the “caregiver” (I am
beginning to hate that word). I
also imagine there is at least one lit
candle in those “private sessions”
and probably incense burning to
bring spirituality to the occasion.
This is the ECM “vain worship”
(Mat. 15:9).

Sun” (Ecc. 1:9) in the ashdodisms
at Lipscomb University. Satan
has been at work there for quite a
while. I know that brethren David
Lipscomb, James A. Harding, E.
A. Elam, H. Leo Boles, and other
godly men and women who sacrificed so much for their beloved
school would be “spinning in their
graves” if they knew what was
going on at Lipscomb University.
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils” (2 Tim. 4:1).

Make plans now:

Conclusion
There is “nothing new under the
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2016 Spring Church of Christ CFTF Lectures
Fatal Error About the Holy Spirit
Wednesday, February 24 – Sunday, February 28, 2016

Elders: Kenneth Cohn and Buddy Roth

David P. Brown, Director
Wednesday, February 24

6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
The Fatal Error on Acts 2:38-39
The Fatal Error on Mark 16:15-20

Thursday, February 25

The Fatal Error on the Promise of Holy Spirit Baptism in Matthew 3:11 and Luke 3:16
The Fatal Error That the Holy Spirit is the Same Person as Jesus
The Fatal Error on the Nature and Purpose of Miracles

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM

The Fatal Error of John Wesley’s Second Work of Grace
The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Being Filled With the Holy Spirit
Conducting the Open Forum

Paul Vaughn
Wayne Blake
Johnny Oxendine
Jerry Brewer
Gene Hill
Daniel Denham
Jerry Brewer
Don Tarbet

		 Dinner Break
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
The Fatal Error of Present Day Holy Spirit Baptism
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

Friday, February 26

The Fatal Error on Joel’s Prophecy in Joel 2:28-32
The Fatal Error on the Work of the Holy Spirit in Drawing People to Christ (John 6:44-45)
The Fatal Error on John 7:37-39

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM

The Fatal Error on the Laying on of Hands of the Apostles of Christ
The Fatal Error Concerning the Holy Spirit’s Inspiration of the Bible Writers
Conducting the Open Forum

Michael Hatcher
Paul Vaughn
Bruce Stulting
Geoff Litke
Danny Douglas
Wayne Blake
Gene Hill
Dub McClish

		 Dinner Break
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
The Fatal Error on John 3:5
The Fatal Error of a Direct and Immediate Leading by the Holy Spirit from the Word

Saturday, February 27

The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Speaking in Tongues
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 12:13
The Single Woman — LADIES ONLY

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

The Fatal Error of Mac Deaver on the Work of the Holy Spirit in Sanctification of the Christian
The Married Woman — LADIES ONLY
The Fatal Error That the Holy Spirit Is Not Deity or a Person
Conducting the Open Forum

Sunday, February 28

The Fatal Error of John Calvin’s Doctrine of Irresistible Grace
The Fatal Error on Spiritual Gifts

		 Lunch Break
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
			

The Fatal Error of Special Illumination by the Holy Spirit
The Fatal Error of the Work of the Holy Spirit Operating Directly on the Alien Sinner
in Conjunction With the Word in Conviction and Conversion

Johnny Oxendine
Michael Hatcher
Roelf Ruffner
John West
Laura Blake
Daniel Denham
Sue Stulting
Roelf Ruffner
Michael Hatcher
Bruce Stulting
Danny Douglas
Terry Hightower
Dub McClish

Lunch Provided by the Spring Church • Book of Lectures Available • RV Hook-Ups
Video & Audio Recordings • Approved Displays
Spring Church Secretary: Sonya West ~ E-mail: sonyacwest@gmail.com ~ Ofﬁce Phone (281) 353-2707
Spring Church of Christ ~ PO Box 39 (Mailing Address) ~ 1327 Spring Cypress Road, Spring, TX 77383
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Some Marriage Divorce and Remarriage Quotes
McGarvey and Pendleton
Jesus went back to the original law
propounded by God and recorded
by Moses, and shows from it: 1. That
marriage is a fundamental principle
of social order, God having it in view
from the creation, and hence making
them male and female. 2. That the relation of marriage is superior even to
the parental relation. 3. That by it the
pair become one flesh, so that a man
is as much joined to his wife as he is
to his own body. Now, since a man
can only be separated from his parental relations or from his own body
by death, which is an act of God, so
it follows that the superior or similar
relation of marriage can only be dissolved by an act of God. Thus Jesus
draws the conclusion that no man
or body of men, whether acting in
private, civil or ecclesiastical capacity,
can dissolve marriage otherwise than
according to the decrees of God.

The Fourfold Gospel, p. 539.

E. A. Elam
Fornication on the part of either
husband or wife breaks the marriage tie and is a God-given reason
for divorce. God is the author of
the marriage relationship; he joins
husband and wife, and no civil court
or authority can divorce them. Man
cannot put asunder what God has
joined together. God-made ties cannot be broken by human laws. Civil
authorities or laws cannot do away
with Christ and his gospel and his
church; they cannot set aside faith in
Christ and trust in God, repentance,
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, etc.; but
they can do away with all these or
any other law of God as easily as they
can set aside God’s marriage law. He
who marries her that has been divorced for some other cause than fornication commits adultery, because,

in the sight of God, he is living with
another man’s wife; she commits
adultery because she is living with
another than her husband.

heaven! It also says that the innocent
party should never try to save the
marriage because while he/she is
doing that, his/her guilty companion
Elam’s Notes, 1928. p. 124. might beat him/her to a lawyer’s office and deprive him/her of the right
Cecil N. Wright
to remarry.
The implication of the excepThe position says that the minute
tion as stated by Matthew is that
one learns of the infidelity of a marithe innocent party may divorce the
tal companion, he/she should runother because of fornication and
not walk--to a lawyer’s office and file
may remarry without being guilty of
for a divorce, because any efforts to
adultery. Otherwise, divorce is not
save the marriage and the soul of the
recognized by God and with him is
equivalent to no divorce at all, so that guilty companion might give him/
her a chance to initiate a divorce suit,
they are still married to each other
and thus deprive the innocent of the
in his sight. As long, therefore, as
right to remarry. The first thought
they are thus married, for either of
must be, “How can I beat the guilty
them to marry another is to commit
companion to the divorce court?”
adultery.
If someone wants to say that the
The Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary:
1979-80. p. 156. innocent party should counter sue, if
the guilty beats him/her to a lawyer’s
James P. Needham
office, I say that such a possibility was
Question: In a where the wife is
not in the context of Jesus’ conversaguilty of infidelity and puts away her
tion in Matt.5:32, since the Jewish
husband and remarries does the fact
method of divorce did not involve
that the husband did not divorce her
such legal technicalities. Verse 31
deprive him of the right to remarry?
says “let him [the husband] give her a
Matt. 5: 32 has been used to argue
writing of divorcement.” The counter
that because the husband did not
suit idea is an effort to force a modinitiate the divorce action, he cannot
ern legal technicality on Jesus’ words,
remarry. Please explain “Whosoever
shall marry her that is divorced, com- and it becomes an anachronism.
If the guilty companion initiates
mitteth adultery” (Matt. 5:32). S.C.
a divorce suit against the innocent
First, we need to get the verse in
party who has done all he/she can to
question before us:
Whosoever shall put away his wife, try to prevent the divorce, but being
saving for the cause of fornication, convinced that it is futile, decides
causeth her to commit adultery: and to go along with the divorce and
whosoever marrieth her that is di- break up the marriage, he/she has
vorced committeth adultery (Matt. divorced or put away the guilty party
5:32).
for adultery regardless of what the
The position under consideration
divorce papers say, and God knows
is this: The innocent party must initi- if whether men do or not. The Greek
ate the divorce, or he/she cannot reword for divorce means “to let loose
marry. This position says that what is from, or let go free” (Vine), and this
recorded at the Court House is more
is exactly what the innocent party
important than what is recorded in
has done when he/she recognizes the
February 2016			
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divorce action of the gui1ty party.
One would be hard pressed to
find our modern divorce proceedings
in the N.T. He will find them in the
same verse in which he finds a marriage ceremony! Both are inventions
of modern law for the protection of
individual rights, and are complied
with by Christians because they are
to be subject to the powers that be
(Rom.13). But in complying with a
modern legal provision which was
not even in the preview of the N.T.
Whatever was possible to the first
century Christians in view of first
century teaching is just as possible to
20th century Christians, even though
they must technically comply with
modern legal provisions [editor—as
long as modern legal provisions do
not violate God’s laws, Acts 5:29].

“Race To The Lawyer.” Beacon. August 10,
1978. p. 127-28.

J. D. Thomas
Human law may or may not
coincide with God’s law. God’s law is
what determines sin – not what happens at the courthouse. All people
everywhere are obligated to God’s
laws, including his laws of marriage.

Divorce and Remarriage, p. 80.

B. W. Johnson
[Regarding Matthew 19:6] What
God hath joined together. If God
hath so joined them that the twain
are one, no human ordinance has the
right to separate them.
[Regarding Matthew 19:9] Committeth adultery. Because he is
married still to his former wife, who
is still his wife in spite of the divorce;
so, too, if any man marries the divorced woman, he marries another
man’s wife.

age and condition. There is not one
law of marriage governing Christians
and another law governing people
of the world. It is true that the state
recognizes divorce and sanctions the
marriage of divorced persons, but
Jesus taught that all who are divorced
for any cause except fornication and
marry again live in an adulterous
relationship. Thus, men and women
can be married legally in the eyes of
the state when they are not married
in the eyes of God. They are living
in “legalized adultery.” God joins
(ties) together, and it is God who
unties. Jesus said: ‘What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder’ (Matt. 19:6). Marriage
existed before government (Matt.
19:4-5), and no human law-making
body has the right to change God’s
law concerning marriage, divorce,
and remarriage. In fact, they cannot
change the Lord’s law. When one
marries any put away person, that
one is guilty of adultery…. Any act of
divorce, therefore, or any legislation
by State or Church on the subject,
inconsistent with the divine law, is
open rebellion against the authority
of Christ.

“The Church’s Responsibility to the Home
and the Home’s Responsibility to the
Church,” in Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage, p. 210-11.

Harold Littrell
If a man (or a woman – Mark
10:12) divorces and remarries except for sexual immorality, he/she
commits adultery (Mt. 19:9; Mark
10:11,12). The divorced person, in
such circumstances, is still married
to the one who put him/her away.
Therefore, whoever marries him/her
The People’s New Testament: With Explana- commits adultery. The divorcee is
tory Notes still married (in God’s sight) to the
person who divorced the innocent
Perry B. Cotham
The law that Christ gave applies to spouse…. Anyone who marries
all men and women of marriageable
her [the put away woman of Mat6		 Defender		
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thew 19:9] is marrying a married
woman—both commit adultery.

A Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew,
p. 188

H. Leo Boles
Marriage was designed by God to
be a complete union of two into one
and indissoluble. The one sin that
justifies divorce does so because it
has essentially and constitutionally
broken this union. Any time that
man violates God’s design by separating the married for reasons which
do not break the essential bond
of union, when persons separate
without this bond being broken and
live with another, it is adultery. The
laws of the land frequently attempt to
break this bond or grant the privilege
for breaking the bond. When this is
done, it is done in open violation of
God’s law.

Questions and Answers, Sermon Outlines
and Bible Study Notes, p.54

Thomas B. Warren
God joins the man and woman so
that they become husband and wife.
Mere man does not have the prerogative of “putting asunder” (on his own
terms) the union thus formed....
When the contracting persons are
truly eligible (as per Biblical teaching) to be married, then God Himself
does the joining.

“Sanctity of Marriage” in Gospel Advocate,
Nov. 2, 1972, p. 698.

J. Noel Merideth
Jesus teaches that in the Christian age marriage is until death,
except that in the case of fornication,
the innocent party has a right to
divorce and remarry; but the guilty
party does not have this right…. God
intended that marriage should be
life-long and this was designed for
the best interest of mankind. Any
departure from God’s plan will bring
unhappiness and suffering, especially
for the children. Children from bro-

ken homes are scarred by the terrible
wreck of divorce. The unscriptural
divorce and remarriage laws of men
do not change the laws of God.

“The Joy of Marriage” in Gospel Advocate,
May 26, 1977, front page.

Guy N. Woods
Moreover, should such dissolution of the marriage relationship
occur and an unbelieving husband
departs, but two courses are open
to the believer if “fornication” is not
involved: “But should she depart,
let her remain unmarried, or else be
reconciled to her husband.” (Matt.
19:9; 1 Cor. 7:10,11.) She must (1) either remain unmarried; or, (2) be
reconciled to her husband. Husband,
evidencing that the marriage bond
continues.

“Questions Answered” in Gospel Advocate,
Dec. 1, 1977, p. 756.

J. L. Hinds
Certainly if two people are married legally but not scripturally, they
are living in adultery; then they
may get a divorce according to the
law of the land and marry another
scripturally and God would recognize that marriage. People who are
married legally but have no right to
be married scripturally are living in
adultery and to become Christians
should repent of their sin of adultery,
quit it, get a legal divorce and marry
another (if they desire) “only in the
Lord.”

“Information on Inquiries,” in Gospel Broadcast, Nov. 15, 1945. p. [684]2.

H. A. Dixon
Man, according to the original
plan, was to cleave unto his wife.
Jesus, commenting upon this point,
said, ‘Let no man put asunder.’
(Matt. 19:6.) He allowed nothing to
occasion a putting away, or severing
of the relationship except fornication or death. ‘Till death do us part’
is a statement which is too often idly

repeated in wedding ceremonies,
for this must truly be the duration
of marriage if that institution is to
function as God designed it.

his conduct here, and God is able to
know the very intents of the heart
and every motive, even in marriage.

Flavil H. Nichols
Jesus ordained that a man shall
‘cleave unto his wife’ (Matt. 19:6),
dictating that marriage is a life-long
union (Mark 10:9; Rom. 7:2). Marriage cannot be dissolved except
by God’s law (Matt. 5:32; 19:3-9)….
Civil vows do not guarantee marriage acceptable in God’s sight.
Proof: Herodias was the “wife” of
Philip (Matt. 14:30). But Herod had
“married her” (Mark 6:17). Yet John
the Baptist plainly said to Herod:
“It is not lawful for thee to have her”
(Matt. 14:4; Mark 6:18). Therefore, not all LEGAL marriages are
SCRIPTURAL.

Paul
Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak
to them that know the law,) how that
the law hath dominion over a man
as long as he liveth? For the woman
which hath an husband is bound by
the law to her husband so long as he
liveth; but if the husband be dead, she
is loosed from the law of her husband.
So then if, while her husband liveth,
she be married to another man, she
shall be called an adulteress: but if
her husband be dead, she is free from
that law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another
man.... And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not
the wife depart from her husband:
But and if she depart, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled to her
husband: and let not the husband put
away his wife.

Saving Faith and Other Sermons, p. 141.

“The Biblical Definition of Marriage” in
Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage, p. 248,
252.

H. E. Phillips
Marriage in the sight of God is
strictly a one-man and one-woman
proposition. I am aware that the
laws of the land permit divorce for
just about every cause, but hear the
words of the living God: ‘The wife
is bound by the law as long as her
husband liveth; but if her husband be
dead, she is at liberty to be married
to whom she will; only in the Lord’
(1 Cor. 7:39). The same applies to the
husband. He is bound to the wife as
long as she lives. All other teaching
in the Bible bears out this fact... No
man can put away his wife for every
cause in the sight of God. But Christ
did give ONE exception to this law.
If language means anything, Jesus’
exception is fornication or whoredom... The laws of no state override
the laws of God and make them
void. Every man and woman will
answer to God in the judgment for

What’s Wrong with Modern Marriage, p. 9,
42, 45

Romans 7:1-3; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11

Jesus
That whosoever shall put away his
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:
and whosoever shall marry her that is
divorced committeth adultery.... Have
ye not read, that he which made them
at the beginning made them male and
female, And said, For this cause shall
a man leave father and mother, and
shall cleave to his wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are
no more twain, but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder.... And I say unto
you, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is
put away doth commit adultery.
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Abraham on Mount Moriah
Bill Jackson

“Was not Abraham our father
justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon the
altar? Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was
faith made perfect?” (Jam. 2:21-22).
Thus, we are taken back to the
events found in Genesis 22, and
to Mount Moriah, to see faith put
into action by Abraham. James correctly uses these events in Abraham’s life to illustrate real faith.
But Abraham, and the same event
in his life, is also used in the great
roll-call of faithful ones in Hebrews
11. “By faith Abraham, when he
was tried, offered up Isaac: and
he that had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son,
Of whom it was said, That in Isaac
shall thy seed be called” (11:17-18).
Thus, both James and the writer
of Hebrews pay honor to Abraham and the events on Moriah
as a demonstration of true faith.
Since these passages comment on
the events of Genesis 22:1-19, we
wish to note some points from that
Biblical record. Let us stand, as it
were on Mount Moriah, and see
the events of Genesis 22, and to
note principles giving benefit to us
today. We can learn the following

lessons.
(1) Here was the moment of
testing. “And it came to pass after
these things, that God did tempt
Abraham” (22:1). God differs from
Satan in this respect: He does not
tempt man to do evil. However, He
does try, or prove, men. This life,
then, is a testing area, whereby our
suitability for heaven is determined. It is in this connection that
James says, “My brethren, count
it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; Knowing this, that
the trying of your faith worketh
patience” (Jam. 1:2-3). We then
must be aware that times of testing
will come, and that God desires
that we be tried, or proven. Here, in
Genesis 22, we find that God had a
test for Abraham, and an extremely
hard one at that. The difficulty of
the testing makes for the brightness of the faith. Faith being the
precious thing that it is we should
put forth all effort to make sure
that the testing results in praise,
honor, and glory (1 Pet. 1:7).
(2) Here was the testing of
values. A test could hardly be a
worthwhile thing if, in the testing,
the things we treasure, value, and
count precious were not touched.

Real testing of faith comes when
our treasures are involved, and
when real faith demands a proper
attitude, and proper use of, these
treasures. “For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also”
(Mat. 6:21). In Genesis 22, the
value to Abraham was not only
that this was his son, but his only
son, and God adds, “whom thou
lovest” (22:2). So Abraham was
brought to the test regarding that
which was of great value to him—
his only son, and whom he dearly
loved. Abraham rises to the heights
in that pleasing God was of greater
value to him than the son of his
love. Abraham would thus agree
with Solomon that fearing God,
and keeping His commandments,
is the whole duty of man (Ecc.
12:13).
(3) Here is the test for unquestioned obedience. We do not read
that Abraham argued the matter
with God. One can only imagine the heartache in Abraham as
he gathered the wood and made
preparation to go and offer up his
son for a burnt offering before
God. John tells us that during
the Lord’s ministry, that some of
Continued on Page 6
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From The
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ing of time. In verse twelve we
have the contrast of now which is
present time with then which is
some time in the future used two
times. Therefore, Paul is revealing
Michael
a contrast having to do with the
Hatcher
duration of these spiritual gifts.
Email address:
Thus, as long as the earth lasts
mhatcher@gmail.com
faith, hope, and love will abide,
but miraculous gifts will end at
some point in time.
There are two passages in
The key to understanding
which the Bible specifically states
when this time in which this
when miraculous activity would
activity of the Holy Spirit will end
come to an end—1 Corinthians
is “that which is perfect” of verse
13 and Ephesians 4:7-16. Let us
ten. This phrase translates the
first turn our attention to the
adjective with the definite article
Corinthian passage.
to teleion (from teleios) meaning
1 Corinthians 13:8-13
“having attained the end or purThe Corinthian brethren
pose, complete, perfect” (BAGD).
were misusing and abusing the
It is applied to people with the
miraculous powers they had been meaning of “full-grown, mature,
given. Paul writes by inspiration
adult,” (BAGD) or to things with
of God to correct them in their
the meaning of “brought to its
usage of these nine spiritual gifts
end, finished; wanting noth(1 Cor. 12-14). He tells them, “But ing necessary to completeness”
covet earnestly the best gifts:
(Strong’s Lexicon). In verse ten
and yet shew I unto you a more
is “the perfect” being used of
excellent way” (12:31). The way of
persons or things? It must be used
love is the “more excellent way”
of things in this context because
and thus he shows the enduring
of its opposite—the part (verses
nature and superiority of love as
9-10). The part has direct refercontrasted with spiritual gifts.
ence to the miraculous knowlWhen we come to 1 Corinthians
edge and prophecy. These words
13:8-13 we have a comparison of
are modified by the phrase “in
time. Time is the uppermost con- part” (Greek: ek merous). Thus,
sideration. In verse eight there is a the perfect must also have refercontrast of love never failing with ence to miraculous knowledge
prophecies, tongues, and knowland prophecy. (For more informaedge (obviously representing all
tion on this see: Gary Workman’s
spiritual gifts) passing away. In
chapter in the Denton Lectureverses nine and ten there is the
ship book of 1982, “When That
present time (that which is in
Which is Perfect is Come” in
part) contrasted with sometime
Studies in 1 Corinthians, edited by
in the future when the perfect
Dub McClish, 171-74.) We must
comes. We are given an illustraunderstand that we are dealing
tion in verse eleven of the growth with quantity and not quality in
from childhood to maturity again this passage. That which the Spirit
calling our attention to the passwas revealing (prophecy) of God’s
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Miracles Cease

will (knowledge) was always
perfect as to quality, but the Spirit
had not revealed all of God’s will
when Paul wrote this letter (quantity). When the Spirit finished
revealing and confirming all of
God’s will then the miraculous
knowledge and prophecy (representing all miraculous power)
would pass away. With the writing of Revelation by the apostle
John, that revealing of God’s will
by the Spirit was “brought to its
end, finished; wanting nothing
necessary to completeness” and
miraculous powers ceased.
The illustrations Paul uses
give credence to this view. Paul
describes the growth of a child
from infancy to maturity (13:11).
One proceeds from childhood to
adulthood through a gradual process and in particular Paul uses
the intellectual process of thought
and speech. The revelation of
God will grow with the passing
of time. Just as the child when he
becomes a man puts away childish things so the church when it
receives all of God’s revelation
(“that which is perfect is come”)
will put away miraculous power
(the “in part” of 13:9-10).
The next illustration is seeing
through a mirror obscurely (glass
darkly). Many assume that the
seeing face to face in this figure
is seeing God Himself. This view
has no basis in the text, and what
was to be seen clearly in the fu-
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ture was presently being seen partially. They did not have an initial
vision of God’s person but of
His will. Thus, to see in a mirror
was to receive a revelation from
God. “Face to face” indicates the
clarity of our understanding. The
clear vision and full knowledge of
God’s will would come when the
revelation process was complete.
When Paul wrote, the revelation
process was incomplete so when
they looked into the Scriptures,
they could only see obscurely.
We can now look into the mirror of the “perfect law of liberty”
(Jam. 1:22-25) and receive a clear
and complete view of God’s will.
Thus, at this time they only knew
in part because they did not
have the complete revelation of
God (13:12). At that time, when
God’s revelation is complete and
miracles have ceased, we can
know completely (fully—ASV) by
properly studying the Scriptures.
Paul ends this by showing that
while spiritual gifts would end,
the permanent qualities of faith,
hope, and love would abide. These
qualities only have to do with this
earthly life and cannot and do
not pertain to the heavenly life.
Faith, since it is “the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen,” is for this world.
Hope will not exist in heaven
(Rom. 8:24), for heaven is the
realization of hope. Thus, Paul
contrasts those things of a temporary nature in this time (miracles)
with those characteristics which
remain during the Christian age
(faith, hope, and love).
Alternative Views
Let us notice a couple alternatives to the position set forth.
Some hold that the perfect (13:10)

is Christ’s second coming and/
that Paul was spiritually mature,
or the perfect state of affairs to
but he still had miraculous gifts
be ushered in at that time. Most
and spoke in tongues more than
Pentecostal’s defend this position. the Corinthians (1 Cor. 14:18).
For “that which is perfect” to be
The spiritual gifts were actually
Jesus, it would have to be in the
contributing to the immaturity of
masculine gender (he who is per- the Corinthians instead of their
fect) since He is a person. Howmaturity (3:1; 14:20). Some people
ever, to teleion is neuter gender, a
today are immature spiritually
thing. When this is pointed out
and is it not possible for a mature
they often go to the perfect state
church to become immature? If
of affairs position. However, there a church goes from being mature
is nothing in the context where
to immature, do the spiritual
a state of affairs or existence is
gifts return to bring them back to
mentioned. The New Testament
maturity? If not, why not? Would
never uses the Greek word perfect it not thus be advantageous for
(teleion) to refer to the second
the church to remain immature
coming or the state of affairs
to continue to receive miraculous
brought in by the second coming. powers? Paul never intimates
Also, “that which is perfect” is set that miraculous gifts were given
in opposition to “in part.” Do we
because Christians were unable to
have a part of the state of affairs
love each other; they were given
brought in by Jesus’ coming now? to confirm the spoken Word and
We would have to have part of it
ceased with the completed revelaif this is the meaning of perfect.
tion.
Additionally, “in part” is quantity
Ephesians 4:7-16
in character. To be compatible,
Now let us briefly turn our
the antithesis (perfect) must also
attention to Ephesians 4:7-16.
be quantitative. To understand
According to God’s graciousness
perfect as a state of affairs would
be to assign a qualitative meaning Christ gives gifts to each 4:7).
The gifts within this context are
to it. Thus, perfect cannot refer to
miraculous powers. (For more
Christ or the state of affairs He
information see the chapter by
will bring in when He comes the
Robert R. Taylor, Jr., “An Exegetisecond time.
cal Study of Ephesians 4:7-16,”
Another alternative which
in the 1980 Fort Worth Lectures
some teach is that perfect refers
What Do You Know About the
to the maturity of the body of
Holy Spirit? edited by Wendell
Christ. This also would put a
Winkler, 301-10. Or see Tom
qualitative meaning to perfect as
Bright’s chapter “The Holy Spirit,”
opposed to a quantitative meanin the 1995 Bellview Lectureing. The gifts of prophecy and
ship book The Doctrine of Christ
knowledge were for the purpose
of providing information (reveal- Versus the Doctrines of Men,
edited by Michael Hatcher, 74-75.
ing God’s will), not for the purOr the chapter by James Meadpose of maturing the individual.
ows, “The Purpose and Duration
The early church was childish
of Spiritual Gifts” in the 1997
in its level of knowledge not attitude. Certainly all would agree
Denton Lectureship book, StudMarch 2016			 Defender
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ies in Ephesians, edited by Dub
completed. With the completed
McClish, 221-33.) In verses eight
revelation of God, we can come
through ten we have reference
to a full knowledge (the meaning
to the victorious Christ with the
of the Greek and the same word
time frame as to when He gave
as in 1 Cor. 13:12, “then shall I
the spiritual gifts (4:8). That time
know even as also I am known”)
frame is when Christ ascended
of Christ. Paul then mentions the
back to heaven. He next (4:11)
gifts would last until the perfect
gives us some of the gifts. These
(same Greek word as Eph. 4:12
various groups (apostles, prophand 1 Cor. 13:10) man who posets, etc.) were miraculously ensess the full measure of Christ
dowed (including the preachers,
and His fullness is attained. This
elders, and teachers).
is the church reaching spiritual
We now come to the purmaturity. This is the aim of the
pose or design of these gifts in
complete revelation of God. The
verse twelve. These gifts were
gifts were to bring the church to
for the perfecting (same word as
a state of spiritual maturity at
in 1 Corinthians 13:10 with the
which time the gifts would cease
same meaning) of the saints, the
or come to an end. That state
work of the ministry (the sphere
of spiritual maturity is attained
of service), and the edifying
by achieving the completed
(building up or promotion of oth- Bible. The miracles are no longer
ers growth) of the body of Christ. needed for we have the Bible to
This verse deals with the process
direct us to become the “perfect
of bringing the church from spiri- man” and we are able through the
tual infancy to maturity which
Scriptures to attain that “measure
was done by the miraculous gifts. of the stature of the fulness of
It is not dealing with a speChrist.” The Scriptures furnish
cific congregation’s growth and
us to be perfect. “That the man
development down through the
of God may be perfect, throughly
centuries. The miraculous gifts
furnished unto all good works”
belonged to the church’s infancy
(2 Tim. 3:17). This is also in conto bring it to maturity.
trast to the time in which Paul
Paul now informs us as to
wrote which was a time of spirithe duration of these gifts. Till
tual immaturity or infancy.
(4:13) shows a time element and
Verses fourteen through
marks duration. It places a limit
sixteen reveals the wonderful
on the gifts and establishes their
results. He begins by showing the
temporary character. The time
growth or development of the
frame is first the unity of the
church from childhood to adultfaith. This is not when all people
hood. Through the complete revebelieve the same thing, instead
lation of God, we will be groundwhen the faith has been comed to withstand false doctrine. If
pletely revealed. When the Bible
miraculous gifts continue to the
was completed then these gifts
second coming (this maturity is
(miracles) would end. The second not reached until that time), then
statement, “knowledge of the
there will be spiritual immaturity
Son of God,” would take place
in heaven along with false teachwhen the totality of the Bible was ers. Verse fifteen declares that
4		 Defender		
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when the totality of the Bible is
preached the church may grow up
to adulthood or spiritual maturity. “May grow up” in the Greek
is in the subjunctive mood which
is the mode of possibility and
potentiality. “Thus, the action
described by Paul may or may not
occur, depending upon circumstances. But when Christ comes,
there will be no ‘possibility’ or
‘potentiality.’ If that statement refers to heaven, inspiration would
have used the indicative mood,
not the subjunctive. It would
have been stated as that which
will happen, not as ‘possibility
or potentiality’” (Tom Bright,
“The Holy Spirit,” The Doctrine
of Christ Versus the Doctrines of
Men, edited Michael Hatcher, 75).
Paul ends in verse sixteen with
a statement of the value of the
church and every member doing
his part in the proper working of
the body of Christ.
The Bible clearly teaches (in
explicit language) that miracles
would cease or come to an end
when the totality of the Scriptures was revealed. We also find
out that when that time occurred,
there was no longer a need for
miracles since they were to
confirm the revealed Word. The
only way for men other than the
apostles and the household of
Cornelius to work miracles was
to have the apostles lay hands
on them. When the last apostle
died (and there are no apostles
of Christ today) there was no
avenue of miracles to continue.
Therefore, there is no miraculous
divine healing today.
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Continued from Page 1
the disciples would consider His
teaching, and conclude that “This
is an hard saying; who can hear it?”
(John 6:60), and that finally many
of His disciples went back and
walked no more with Him (6:66).
Abraham here receives a “hard saying,” but he stands as a true hero
of faith in that the record is silent
as to any protest from him. In our
day, when the simplest and most oft
repeated Bible material, whether on
obedience, the church, the Gospel,
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, etc.,
is continually questioned by man,
Abraham’s great faith is refreshing.
He received a harder command
than anything the Lord lays upon
man today, and he moved out in
unquestioning obedience!
(4) Here we find the sum statement of a man of faith, “God will
provide” (Gen. 22:8). Isaac, himself, notes that the party has the fire
and the wood, but he wonders as to
the animal to be offered. Abraham assures him that God will
provide, and more to the point, in
Abraham’s mind God had already
provided—He had provided Isaac!
It is in the epistle to the Hebrews
that we are told something wonderful about the attitude of Abraham

at this time. It was not that God
would provide a way out for Isaac,
but that even in the death of Isaac,
God would provide a resurrection
for him! We are told that Abraham
accounted “that God was able to
raise him up, even from the dead”
(Heb. 11:19). The writer tells us, in
the same verse, that in Abraham’s
mind Isaac was certainly dead,
and that in sparing him, Abraham
received his only son back from
death—in a figure.
Later, Moses would make a distinction between those things God
has revealed to us, and those things
unrevealed—the things secret
(Deu. 29:29). Thus, men are told to
accept what is revealed and to have
faith in what the Word says (Rom.
10:17); beyond the revealed things
continue to have faith in God and
His Word, and let us not worry
about the rest of it. God will provide just what is needed, and what
is right. Abraham had that attitude
and simply left it in God’s hands.
Then, when he had already lifted
the knife against Isaac, lying bound
upon the altar, the angel stays his
hand, and God provides an animal
for sacrifice. Abraham names the
place Jehovah-jireh, meaning “in
the mount God’s provision seen.”

God had provided!
(5) Finally, we must not overlook the permanent Bible principle: obedience is rewarded. At
the end of the testing, there is the
blessing. Peter says that at “the end
of your faith, even the salvation of
your souls” (1 Pet. 1:9). Here, at the
end of the testing of Abraham, God
tells him that there is great blessing
“because thou hast done this thing,
and hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son” (Gen. 22:16). Blessings are
promised him in that his seed would
be multiplied to be as the sand upon
the sea shore (22:17). There is also
the blessings stated that includes the
Christ, for the Lord continues: “And
in thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed” (22:18).
We thus stand with Abraham on
Mount Moriah, and see the man’s
great faith—faith that is not just
something spoken of, and certainly
not an example of faith only. Here is
real obedient faith—real Bible faith!
May we also know that this life is a
time for the testing of our faith, not
in the same way that Abraham was
tested, but a testing nevertheless?
And may we be as faithful as he was,
in giving to God loving, unquestioning obedience!

Deceased

Church Discipline—the Real Reason Why It Is Not Practiced
Dub McClish

While cases involving the exercise
of discipline in the church may vary
greatly and may depend on many factors, I believe our failure to practice
appropriate discipline may almost
invariably be traced to a lack of love
for the souls in need of the discipline.
This is illustrated at every stage of the
disciplinary process.
“Church discipline” is not a New
6		 Defender		

Testament term. However, while it
is non-scriptural, it is certainly not
unscriptural. It connotes a New
Testament doctrine that is taught
with unabashed plainness in the
following Scriptures: Matthew
18:15-17, Romans 16:17-18, 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, 9-13, Galatians 2:11-14,
5:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:14; 2 Thessalonians. 3:6-15; 1 Timothy 1:19-20;
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2 Timothy 2:14-15; 2 John 9-11.
Our concept of “church discipline” should embrace more than
the process of withdrawal. Discipline
involves positive activities of adequate
teaching and useful involvement of
the individual, as well as “reproof,
rebuke and exhortation” and, finally,
withdrawal where all other efforts fail.
The arrangements for all phases of

church discipline are the responsibility of local bishops, as surely inferred
from Acts 20:28, Hebrews 13:17 and
1 Peter 5:1-3.
To exercise “church discipline” in
its fullest sense, it is imperative that
the shepherds know the sheep in their
flock well enough to know the type of
discipline needed (teaching, counseling, reproof, more responsibility,
withdrawal, etc.) and to know when it
is needed. An eldership cannot know
the needs of a person when it does not
know the person! Some think that this
task is too hard for everybody but the
preacher! If elders do not know their
people and are not working to learn
them, they do not love them enough.
One may call it “carelessness,” excuse
himself with a “bad memory for
names,” or even say he is “too busy,”
but every one of these excuses and
a hundred just like them would not
stand for a moment if shepherds really
loved their sheep. If elders do not love
a man enough to make it their business to know him, they cannot properly feed him. Moreover, they will not
love him enough to withdraw from
him if that becomes necessary, either.
How many congregations have a
teaching curriculum that has been
“tailor made” for its members? It
is beyond debate that the churches
which are experiencing sound and
lasting growth are those which have
a teaching program that meets the
needs of their members in a superior
way. When elders have the love that
they should have for the souls in their
care they will, either personally or
through delegates, try to arrive at the
needs of these souls and meet them
through a planned teaching process.
If church discipline were given more
attention at the teaching level, I am
persuaded that it would not need to be
exercised as much as it currently does
at the withdrawal level. Again, love for

souls is the key to overcoming failure
at this point.
A third phase of church discipline
is seen in the work that attempts restoration of one who has fallen (Gal. 6:1).
Such a brother either has not had his
needs met or has failed in some way to
apply what was provided for his needs.
In either case, he has sinned and needs
restoring. Perhaps it was a moral lapse.
He could have been victimized by false
teaching. Maybe materialism overtook
him and he “dropped out.” How can
a person continue in sin and there be
no attempts made to restore him for
months or years without its indicating
a lack of love for his soul on the part
of those responsible for his spiritual
welfare?
If elders say they do not know of
the sin when it is called to their attention, this is a worse indictment. They
should, in most cases, be the first to
know. How do you know when people
begin to “drop out” where you worship, or do you? Unless there is some
systematic approach to the matter
(counting heads, assigning certain
families to each deacon, registering every person, etc.), an eldership cannot
know, even in a small church. Some
think it is “none of their business” to
know, others that it is “too much trouble,” and still others that “too many
people will not like it.” Hundreds of
churches that have from 25-50% of
the members who are not regular
worshippers and whose behavior is
either unknown, ignored, or accepted
regardless of quality are proof enough
that such excuses are intolerable.
When no attempts are made to preserve one from sin or to restore him
when he falls that he dies a languishing spiritual death and is finally left
out of the new church directory (about
the sternest measure invoked in most
churches), to what can it be attributed
but a lack of love for his soul?

Where there is open, un-repented
sin in a Christian, whether moral
(1 Cor. 5:11) or doctrinal (2 The. 3:6,
14), the course of action taught in
the New Testament is crystal clear:
he must be brought to shame and his
spirit saved, if possible, by withdrawal
of fellowship (1 Cor. 5:5). Personally, I doubt that there are five out of
a hundred churches among us that
believe this part of the Gospel! Satan
has furnished us with the most ingenious rationalizations for our failures
at this point, and it might be that the
brethren have thought of one or two
that did not occur to him! Why do we
let such conditions continue till the
church loses even its own self-respect?
I doubt that there is a single excuse
that will stand for a half-second
when love prevails. There are some
who claim they love the person too
much to withdraw from him or to
lead the church in doing so. Who are
they kidding? Does not the Lord love
him more? Yet, He commanded the
withdrawal! The statement of Hebrews
12:6 (“For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth”) has practical and forceful
application to this matter. When necessary, because all milder efforts have
failed, withdrawal will be executed
because of love for the soul in sin, not
in spite of it!
While it admittedly takes courage,
dedication to truth and righteousness, faith in the Lord, and wisdom
for an eldership to acceptably implement the whole gamut of church
discipline, it remains my settled
conviction that the crux of the whole
matter is a genuine, heartfelt love for
the souls in their charge. If they have
this love, the sheep “shall not want.”
And they will thank God for their
shepherds who care! And the church
that is led by such bishops will grow
as the Lord intended.
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Barriers to Sin and Hell
Danny Douglas

The Encarta Dictionary (English,
North American edition) states
that a barrier is “something that
obstructs or separates,” or physically speaking, a “structure blocking access,” such as a fence. On the
interstate, highway workers erect
barriers to prevent vehicles from
going into the wrong lane during
road construction. There are also
barriers, such as iron fences and
gates that prevent intruders from
wandering into a gated or secure
community. These are safeguards
to the occupants living there.
The Law of Moses required
battlements (protective walls) to
be set up on the roofs of houses to
prevent someone from falling to a
tragic death. “When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt
make a battlement for thy roof, that
thou bring not blood upon thine
house, if any man fall from thence”
(Deu. 22:8). God required this out
of love for His children. In like
manner, this can be said of all His
commandments, because they are
for our good, and are not grievous (10:13; 1 John 5:3). God has set
up certain safeguards or barriers
to keep man from sin and eternal
hellfire.

The Word of God
God has given His Word to
strengthen man against sin, to lead
him to heaven and to keep him out
of hell! David declared: “Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, That I
might not sin against thee” (Psa.
119:11). The story was related about
a mother whose son had come of
age and was about to go out into
the world. She penned these words
in the front of his Bible: “Only this
Book will keep you from sin, and
only sin will keep you from this
Book.” How true! [The same can
be rightly said of prayer which is
discussed later. Editor] God’s Word
fortifies us against temptation, as
Jesus proved when He successfully overcame the tempter in the
wilderness. Each temptation was
answered with: “It is written” (Mat.
4:4, 7, 10). The Word of God, the
“sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17),
warns us and give us strength to
march onward to heavenly Canaan:
“And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). Yet, if the Word
of God is not applied, it cannot

help us. One who lives next to the
hospital may catch meningitis and
die because he refuses to go next
door for the antibiotic. In like
manner, man who refuses to feed
upon the Word of God and to obey
it will die in his sins and be lost in
hell forever! (2 The. 1:7-9).
God has provided an escape
route from every temptation.
“There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear
it” (1 Cor. 10:13). The Word of God,
like a road map, will help us to find
that route! In the long ago, David
declared: “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (Psa. 119:105). The Word of
God has the power to enable us to
overcome the world: “For the word
of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).
Continued on Page 3
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Email Concern
Regarding
Salvation

I recently received an email regarding the website of the Bellview
congregation. (I do hope that you
will visit our website and enjoy the
wealth of material available.) This
email expressed a concern regarding what we teach concerning salvation. The concerned individual
wrote:

After looking at your church’s website I have a concern. We are not
saved when we believe, confess,
repent and are baptize. We are not
saved by works, Eph. 2:8-9. We are
saved when we trust Christ alone
for our salvation, Acts. 16:31.

My Response:

Thank you for contacting us and
thank you for your concerns. It is
important that we know and understand what we must do to have
the remission of our sins and thus
salvation. I do have some concern
regarding what you have written.
Let’s notice together thus:
Why is it that you stop before reading the rest of Acts 16? Since faith
comes by hearing the Word of God
(Rom. 10:17) and Paul and Silas
did not know if he believed or not,
they “spake unto him the word of
the Lord, and to all that were in his
house” (Acts 16:32). Since repentance is necessary to be saved (Luke
13:3, 5; Acts 17:30) we observe the
jailer’s repentance as he washes the
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strips of Paul and Silas (Acts 16:33).
Then we see the need for baptism
as he acted upon such immediately: “And he took them the same
hour of the night, and washed their
stripes; and was baptized, he and all
his, straightway” (Acts 16:33). It is
only after his baptism that the jailer
is able to rejoice (why? because he is
now in a saved position) and is then
called a believer (only after his baptism) as is seen in Acts 16:34. Thus,
your passage in Acts 16:31 actually
evidences you are wrong in what
you state.
Now let us consider the subject of
works: we will learn there are numerous works mentioned in the
Scriptures. Some works save, some
do not save. Thus, one must consider the context of the passage regarding works. The works found in the
context of Ephesians 2 can either be
works by which we merit salvation
(Eph. 2:9) or works of the Law of
Moses (Eph. 2:11ff). However, there
are works by which man is saved;
that is, works of obedience to God
(Heb. 5:9; Jam. 2:14-26). We must
rely on the grace of God and not our
own meritorious works (as no one
can earn salvation) or the works of
the Law of Moses to be saved.
Regarding faith in Eph. 2:8, it is literally “the” faith which refers to the
Word of God. The power to save is
in the Gospel of Christ (the Word
of God or the faith; Rom. 1:16-17)
when we obey “from the heart that
form of doctrine which was” delivered (Rom. 6:17-18). Thus, it is not
speaking of our personal faith, but
it is speaking of God’s Word.
Then we need to realize that Paul
is writing to those who are already
saved (the Ephesian brethren) and
not informing those lost how to be
saved. Thus, it is important to consider how these Ephesian brethren
were saved. When one studies Acts
19, we again learn that baptism was
a part of their salvation. We learn
they had been improperly baptized

(under John the baptist’s baptism
when it was no longer in effect), so
Paul baptized them properly. If baptism was not a part of the salvation
process, then there would have been
no reason for Paul to baptize them
“again.”
Should we not allow Paul (by inspiration of God) to possibly explain
what he meant when he wrote, “For
by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God” (Eph. 2:8)? We find a
parallel to this a little later in the
book: “That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word” (Eph. 5:26). “Saved”
in 2:8 is equivalent to “cleanse”
in 5:26. Thus the discussion is regarding the same thing: salvation.
“Faith” (as noted previously is “the
faith”) in 2:8 refers to the Scriptures
and is equivalent to “the word” in
5:26. However, in 5:26 Paul informs
us how we are saved by God’s grace
through the faith. It is accomplished by “the washing of water.”
In the original “washing” is in a
case that expresses the manner by
which the cleansing takes place (dative case which is instrumental in
emphasis). This “washing of water”
has reference to baptism. Thus, Paul
explains that we are saved by grace
through faith when we are washed
in water or when we are baptized in
water.
When Jesus instructed the apostles
to go into all the world preaching
the Gospel (the faith, which can
produce our faith since faith comes
by hearing it), He then stated, “He
that believeth and is baptized shall
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be saved” (Mark 16:16). He does add
that if one wants to be lost (condemned), all that is needed is to
reject the Gospel---“believeth not”;
however, we are concerned with being saved not being condemned. To
be saved, Jesus places the order as:
believe and baptism then saved. In
what you have stated, you have the
order as: believe and be saved. You
have omitted what Jesus included.
I will grant you that you might believe we should be baptized, however you would then have the order
as: believe and be saved then baptized. If we are going to do what Jesus taught and not man, then to be
saved we (according to Jesus) must
believe and be baptized.
I certainly hope that you will give
serious consideration to these matters as our eternal salvation is more
important than anything else. Jesus
asked the rhetorical questions: “For
what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?” (Mat.
16:26). Nothing, including the plati-

Continued from Page 1
The Fellowship of the Saints
The love and wisdom of God
is seen in the organization of His
people into a body, the church (Col.
1:18; Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23). The church
is to meet regularly for the study
of the Word, the worship of God,
and the work of the Lord (Acts
2:42; 20:7; Phi. 3:3). The church of
Christ, the house of God, is made
up of brothers and sisters in Christ,
that is, saints, everyone of whom
is important (1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:6;
1 Cor. 1:2; 12:12-27). As we read the
thrilling account of the growth of
the early church, one of the things
that stands out is the steadfast association of saints together (Acts

tudes of man, is worth our soul’s
salvation. Thank you again for your
concern regarding our website.

While I am not under any illusions that my answer will satisfy
the “concern” of this individual,
yet I also am confident that it fully
answers the concerns he possessed.
*********

Debate

The 2015 Bellview Lectureship
dealt with the damnable doctrine
that is known by various names:
Preterism (Hyper or Full), ad 70
doctrine, Realized Eschatology,
Max King doctrine, Kingism,
etc. We titled the theme: Refuting
Realized Eschatology. During the
lectureship, we had signed propositions and rules for a debate. That
debate did not come to fruition;
however, there were continued negotiations. These negotiations have
finally come to realization. There is
a debate between Howard Daniel
Denham and Holger Neubauer.
2:38-47). Luke records:

The date will be September 13-16,
2016, at the Baymont Inn Conference Center in South Haven,
Michigan. The debate will begin at
7:00 pm each evening.
The propositions will be:
Howard Daniel Denham will
affirm: Resolved: The Scriptures
teach that the general resurrection of the dead is yet future and
is a bodily resurrection.
Holger Neubauer will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach
that the general resurrection is a
bodily resurrection and is not still
future.
We hope that you will make
plans to attend this important debate. While many do not know of
this false doctrine, and many more
who know about it have no idea
of how to falsify it, we need to be
prepared. This debate will prepare
you to meet their onslaughts if they
ever come in “privily” bringing in
their “damnable heresies” (2 Pet.
2:1).

with other Christians cools in his
love for Christ. As in all of God’s
prohibitions, the command not
to forsake “the assembling of ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25), is for
our own good. Indeed, consistent
contact with those who love God,
and frequent instruction from the
Scriptures, will result in continual
exhortation, edification, encouragement, and if need be, warning and
rebuke, all of which are barriers
against sin and eternal destruction
Consider the picture of hot coals (Heb. 3:13; 1 The. 5:11, 14; 2 Tim.
3:16-17; 4:1-2; Col. 1:27-29). The
in a fireplace, each flaming red,
and yet, the removal of any of them association of Christians provides
the opportunity for godly examples
will cause it to cool into an ashen
and influences to avail, and the
color. Likewise, the child of God
who begins to cease association
occasion to: “consider one another
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And they continued stedfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and
in prayers.… And all that believed
were together, and had all things
common;…. And they, continuing
daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all
the people. And the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be
saved (Acts 2:42, 44, 46-47).

to provoke unto love and to good
works” (Heb. 10:24).
Prayer
One of the great blessings of
being in Christ is the privilege
of approaching the throne of
God through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest (Heb. 4:14-16).
Moreover, to think, we can do this
in boldness and confidence! The
Lord plainly taught that watchfulness and prayer would sustain His
disciples against temptation, when
He commanded them: “Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak” (Mat. 26:41).
The Lord Himself, our perfect example (1 Pet. 2:21), approached the
heavenly Father in prayer in a time
of great trial before His crucifixion
(Mat. 26:39-44). His attitude was
“Thy will be done.”
We are encouraged to make our
requests known unto God, which
includes the need for spiritual

strength against specific weaknesses and temptations: “Be careful
for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God” (Phi.
4:6). Not only this, but we have
the privilege of asking our fellow
Christians to pray for us, as James
taught: “Confess your faults one to
another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much” (Jam. 5:16). This
is one way that we: “Bear ye one
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). In His
model prayer, Jesus taught us to
pray the following to the Father,
which will help us to overcome sin
and the world: “And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever. Amen” (Mat.
6:12-13).

Conclusion
God has established several
safeguards and barriers to keep
us out of sin and hell, and to lead
us on to heaven. The love of God,
the church of Christ, the prayers
of saints, the strength of the Bible,
the worship of God, and the godly
examples of the faithful, all serve to
keep us faithful. However, it is up
to each person, as to whether or not
he will continue on and be faithful. We have the blood of Christ to
cleanse us, and we have many other
spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph.
1:3, 7; 2:13; 1 John 1:7). Therefore,
if one loses his soul in the lake of
fire, he will not be able to blame
the Lord (Rev. 20:15). He himself
will be to blame. Let us allow the
barriers to sin and hell help us to
overcome the barriers to eternal life
with Christ. “For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord”
(Rom. 6:23).

Mt. Pleasant, TN

Church Signs—Signs of What?
Don Tarbet

As we travel the highways, check
the yellow pages, read brotherhood
bulletins, check the email and
websites, we are aware of many
church signs telling of various
denominations, as well as churches
of Christ. When we think of names
for various congregations, our
minds go back to the first century,
and then in the Restoration Movement, and then into the 20th and
21st centuries. Even denominations
agree with us that there were no
“different named” denominations
in the first century, but only the
church Jesus built was in existence
4		 Defender		
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before Catholicism and Protestantism came into the picture. Jesus
promised to build His church
(Mat. 16:18). Church (from the
Greek word ekklesia) is found multiple times in the New Testament,
in reference to that body Jesus
established. The church first met
in Jerusalem, then in other parts
of the world. Many congregations
began small, and met in the houses
of some of the members in the
community or city where they were
meeting. We do not know how or
when the church ever used “signs”
to identify their location, but we

do know there was no need to distinguish the church of Christ from
other religious bodies, for there
were none—except idol temples,
etc. So, in those days, they could
have just put the word ekklesia in
front of the house where they were
to meet, and all would know that
it was that body of which Jesus was
the head (Eph. 1:22-23). Then, there
was only one body or church universally, but many locations. Today, there are two “signs” to which
Church Signs point: (1) Identification, and (2) Apostasy. We shall
consider both.

First, let us think about “church
signs” for the purpose of identification. Sometimes reference is
made to the church “in Antioch,”
or “in Corinth,” or the “church of
the Thessalonians,” or the “churches of Asia”—as in Revelation where
seven churches are identified in
the cities. Obviously, when Christians might travel from one city
to another, they may not have felt
the necessity of distinguishing the
one church from human religious
institutions. The nearest to such a
denominational attitude in church
names is obviously manifested in
the first Corinthian letter. There
was one congregation there, but it
was divided, and various names
were used. Paul wrote to this
congregation, and rebuked them
for not speaking the same thing
and having divisions among them
(1 Cor. 1:10). He reminded them
that some were saying they were
“of Paul,” “of Cephas,” or “of Apollos,” while some were steadfast in
simply being “of Christ.” We have
been told by some today, that those
“of Christ” were just as divisive as
those of Cephas, Apollos, or Paul.
We ask, how? What else would the
faithful have been if they were not
“of Christ”? There is no reason to
doubt that those who were claiming to be “of Christ,” were indeed
the faithful ones in Corinth. So,
they were the church “of Christ.”
True, they were “the church of
God which is at Corinth” (1:2), for
the church was of God as well as of
Christ. Elders of the church were
to feed the church of God (Acts
20:28—KJV), while the ASV refers
to it as the “church of the Lord.”
So, whether it was the “church
of the Lord” or the “church of
God,” the person involved was
the one who paid for it with His

own blood—which was Jesus
served that their different names
Christ. Any of these terms shows
as well as their different beliefs
divine ownership. The “churches
and practices had to be resolved
of Galatia” (Gal. 1:2) were a part
before there could be any kind of
of “the church of God” (1:13). In
unity. Eventually, they came to
another instance, all the churches
recognize that only by everyone
were referred to as “the churches
going back to the teaching of the
of Christ” (Rom. 16:16). They were
New Testament, could there be
not called “churches of Christ
unity. Many of these leaders were
churches,” but simply “churches
willing to forsake their denominaof Christ.” Church is in the plural,
tions and attempt a return to the
churches, referring to more than
Scripture. However, there was one
one congregation. Now, a plural
matter that stood out—the name.
is made up of singulars, meaning
What would they call themselves?
that each one was “a church” of
Among those restorers, there were
Christ, and collectively they were
three names that troubled them:
“the churches of Christ.” The writ- (1) Disciples of Christ, (2) Chrisings of Ignatius (who overlapped
tian Church, and (3) Church of
the first and second centuries)
Christ. Those maintaining each
speaks of “the church of Christ.”
“name” held on to different philosThe so-called “Apostolic Constitu- ophies in other matters, especially
tion” (c. ad 250) also refers to “the
on “authority.” Those wanting the
church of Christ.” This was before
first name “Disciples of Christ”
human names began to be used in
based their desires on Acts 11:26,
the church.
where the “disciples were called
From this point on, human
Christians” in Antioch, and since
names entered in. The apostate
they were disciples “of Christ,”
church in Rome came to ultimately they should be called “Disciples of
be known as the “Roman Catholic
Christ.” However, they seemingly
Church,” to distinguish it from the failed to grasp the fact that the
eastern church, now known as the
disciples were individuals—not
Greek Orthodox Church. Then,
churches. An individual is not a
there came the Church of England, church. The advocates of this view
or the Anglican Church. Then,
were very liberal in their attitude
as more Protestant bodies were
toward “authority,” believing that
formed, they took on other names, anything God did not say not to
such as Lutheran, Presbyterian,
do was allowable.
Baptist, Methodist, etc. After many
Then there were some in the
named Protestant bodies were
restoration effort that chose the
formed, their names of “identiname “Christian Church.” They
fication” showed their different
were generally more conservabeliefs and religious practices, and
tive than those of the “Disciples”
their hopeless division. When the
movement. Through the years,
members of these bodies came
this group has contended for the
to America, they brought their
use of mechanical instruments in
denominational names with them, their worship, but was adamantly
and the division continued. When
opposed to the term “church of
leaders of these bodies met to talk
Christ.” Those who preferred
about their differences, they ob“church of Christ” were strong adApril 2016			Defender
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vocates for doing all things that are a strong allegiance to “Calvinspecifically authorized by the New ism,” with a strong expectation of
Testament, and not using instrua coming millennial kingdom on
ments of music with their singing,
earth with the presence of Jesus
and by having authority for what
on His throne. Involved in the
they did in worship. These matters movement now is Bill McCartney,
could not be dissolved immedifounder of the Promise Keepers
ately, so even in the restoration
movement a couple of decades
process, some division continued.
ago. Baptism “in the Spirit” (as
There was some sort of cooperative was given the apostles in Acts 2) is
work between the three divialso in the thought process of the
sions, until the 1906 U.S. Census
Fusion movement. It is difficult
determined that the divisions were to nail down exactly when the
permanent, and that the “church
movement actually began, but is
of Christ” was a distinct body of
obviously a collection of activities
believers. The “Disciples of Christ” that brought it about. Some things
came to also call themselves “The
they advocate are Scriptural, just
Christian Church,” and under the
as they are in most denominaname on their signs, in smaller
tions, but there is enough doctrinal
letters, was added “Disciples of
error to completely show it is not
Christ.” Those who were firm in
the church Jesus established. The
“The Christian Church” have not
“time” of its beginning, and the
wavered from their name on their
“name” itself excludes it from the
church signs. Around 1968, the
work of Christ and the apostles
“Disciples” movement announced
in the beginning! The very first
that they were abandoning the
reason for rejecting the Fusion
restoration ideal completely, and
Church is the name itself. Some of
wanted to be known as simply
its members argue that they (and
another denomination, along with other denominations) are all part
Baptists, Methodists, etc., while
of the “invisible church” of the
the “Christian Church” has beLord, but visibly they were another
come “The Independent Christian
name, and display their variance
Church,” and still advocating the
with Scripture. No matter what
restoration effort.
else they may do or teach, the very
An emerging name, “Fusion
name “Fusion” takes them outside
Church,” is inundating our sothe circle of truth.
ciety today in leaps and bounds.
Now, church signs are clearly
The name is used to suggest the
signs of apostasy. For over 100
merging of church with family,
years, the church of Christ has
with special emphasis on “famendeavored to be the restored
ily.” Fusion is associated with
church—following only the docMethodist, and other main line
trine of Christ, and supporting
denominations, as well as Pastor
every belief and practice by the
T. D. Jakes, the “Potter’s House”
Scripture. However, “church of
Pastor of note, whose background
Christ” has become troublesome
is Pentecostal. Many “Fusion”
to some—especially those who
groups are associated with former
became more “liberal” in their
“Bible Churches,” or Independent
thinking in deciding that the use
movements. Their writings show
of instrumental music is not really
6		 Defender		
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sinful, and that the communion
can be taken on Saturday as well as
Sunday. Many have even begun to
change their name—no longer just
“the church of Christ,” but adding
another name before “church of
Christ,” and/or dropping the “of
Christ” from the name, and just
being “church” after the particular name they want to use before
“church.” The Oak Hills Church
of Christ in San Antonio, Texas,
dropped the “of Christ” under the
guise that might be a stumbling
block to some who might not
like the complete term “church
of Christ.” Paul even stated that
“Christ” is a stumbling block to
some (1 Cor. 1:23), but he did not
suggest we quit using the word.
The Austin group is now called
“Oak Hills Church,” and it does
not mind opposing the teaching of baptism as a necessity for
salvation, and its preacher admits
he would make a good Baptist
preacher.
The massive “Richland Hills
Church of Christ” began using the
instrument with some of its singing, taking Communion on Saturday, dissolving the function of
“deacons,” and renaming it “Servants,” while admitting women to
this new function. This church is
now called “Hills Church,” serving
as somewhat of a mother church
to many smaller house or satellite groups. The Farmers Branch
Church of Christ (formerly an
ultra conservative group opposing
the practice of having Bible Classes
on Sunday) swung the other direction to the point that virtually everything is now all right. They too
have changed their church sign to
emphasize Branch Church (with
their websites either leaving off
“of Christ,” or putting “of Christ”

in less bold letters), and being the
mother-church to other “branches”
under their influence and control. Both of these congregations
have been dropped from the 2009
Church of Christ Directory, as being no longer churches of Christ.
More and more congregations
are wanting to become “Community Churches,” and in order
not to be that offensive “church of
Christ,” they are dropping the “of
Christ,” and adding some attractive name. One congregation was
formed in Durant, Oklahoma, and
named themselves, “Dayspring of
Durant,” and under it, in smaller
letters, were the words “A church
of Christ family,” and they enjoyed
very little fellowship with more
than one congregation within 50
miles of it. Later, they removed
any reference to “church of Christ”
from their sign. Then, they began
to split within the movement, and
finally closed their doors. There
now stands an empty building.
We recently learned of another
congregation that put their name
before the word “church,” and
then added “a church of Christ”
underneath. This gives emphasis
to the first term over the second
term (which we predict that within
10 years, at the most, “a church
of Christ” will be dropped from
their sign). We are not trying to be
judgmental, but the “signs” are obvious that they will soon no longer
be of us, because they have gone
out from us (1 John 2:19). Many
other congregations are emphasizing their location with the word
“Church” (in larger print), while
older members there feel somewhat satisfied that they are still in
“the church of Christ,” because the
name is still visible (a little bit), at
least until they either pass on, or

become numb to the concept of
having become another denomination. Why would any church want
a double name, using the word
“church” twice on a sign? Obviously, the first name is the primary
name, and the second can easily
be avoided, neglected, or finally
removed.
True, just because a congregation calls itself a “church of
Christ,” and has those words on
the sign, does not necessarily mean
they are a true church—true to
the Word of God. However, if a
congregation wants to be true to
the New Testament, why find ways
to get away from the designation
“church of Christ”? What better
terminology or language can we
employ that is better? The church
was built by Christ, upon the
foundation of Christ, purchased
by Christ, owned by Christ, is
the body of Christ, whose head
is Christ, whose Savior is Christ,
is the bride of Christ, teaches the
doctrine of Christ, and is sanctified by Christ, and we are to give
glory to God in the church by
Christ (Eph. 3:21). Jesus taught that
if some are ashamed of Him here,
that He will be ashamed of them
in the next generation (Mark 8:38).
It seems a shame that we are trying
to get rid of “Christ” in identifying the church, while at least some
yearn to have His name attached
to their church. I was in Oklahoma
City a few years ago, and passed a
church building with the sign in
front that said, “Baptist Church of
Christ.” I thought that was very
interesting. I stopped my vehicle,
and went in and talked to one
of the “pastors,” and asked him
about it. He explained by saying,
“We are Baptist in belief, and are
also evangelical, so we decided to

give it a Scriptural name—adding
‘church of Christ.’ ” At least some
people like Scriptural terminology. Many years ago, the records in
Howard County, Texas, reveal that
at one time there was a “Baptist
Church of Christ” in that area.
The explanation was given that
the building was used by both the
“Baptist” Church, and the “Church
of Christ”—but at different times.
Perhaps due to a lack of funds, one
building was selected for both. The
record did not explain anything
about the ownership of the property, but we did find it interesting.
Why would any church want to
have a double name—using the
word “church” twice on the same
sign, unless they are trying be two
churches? The first name is obviously the most important, and the
second can easily be neglected,
avoided, or finally dropped. As
an example, consider this sign:
Pleasant Valley Church, with
(in smaller letters) “a church of
Christ.” Which would you think
that church is trying to emphasize?
In any case, the “of Christ” is given
second place, or dropped completely. Most of the congregations
alluded to in this writing have
either placed “church of Christ”
in very small, almost unnoticeable letters, or have dropped them
completely. If you are defensive
of some congregation that fits
into this discussion, keep all this
in mind and when you see them
drop from the next directory of
churches of Christ, or hear of them
completely leaving the church, you
will know what we are saying here.
The church, being the bride of
Christ, should never be ashamed
to wear His name with honor and
obedience.
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God Bless Our Home
J. Noel Merideth

“I long to see home,” says the soldier on some distant battlefield. “I
am going home,” thinks the worker
when he leaves his job, tired with
the labors of the day. “I must hurry
home,” says the mother whose
heart is on her baby in the cradle.
“Oh, how I long to get home,” says
the schoolboy discouraged over
the difficult task. “Do not stop
me; I am going home,” says the
bright-eyed girl skipping along the
footpath. “I want to go home,” says
the little boy who gets hurt while
playing with the neighbors. Be it
ever so humble, there is no place
like a good home.
At the end of the day, father
turns his face toward his home.
The thought comes to him that
loved ones are waiting and watching to welcome him. He is greeted
by his children and his busy wife.
He relaxes in his favorite chair as
his wife prepares dinner. Here
a world of hate is shut out and a
world of love is shut in. Cheerfulness and laughter echo off the walls
as everyone tells of the day’s activities. As the family sits together the
children’s minds are placed on the
high path of virtue, truth, integrity, and pure religion. Here there

is confidence and love; the hearts
are sure of each other. There is no
suspicious coldness, no bitterness,
and no envy. Here expressions of
tenderness freely flow without any
sense of awkwardness and without
any dread of ridicule. These precious moments of the family all
together is a “golden age” and one
of the richest joys which life can
give. Each member of the family has special needs and receives
special attention. Memories are
engraved in our hearts which will
last a lifetime and beyond.
To have a happy home and one
that is blessed by God, we should
have Jesus Christ in the home. The
decisions of the home should be
in accordance to the will of Christ.
The Scripture teaches, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father
by him” (Col. 3:17). Jesus Christ
is interested in our home. Living
in accordance with His will as revealed in the Bible is the most important thing we can do to insure
a happy marriage. The secret of a
beautiful life and a Christian home
is summed up in these words:
Christ at the marriage altar.

Christ on the bridal journey.
Christ when the new home is set
up.
Christ when the baby comes.
Christ when the baby dies.
Christ in the pinching times.
Christ in the days of plenty.
Christ when the wedded pair
walk toward the sunset gates.
Christ for time; Christ for eternity.
That is the secret of home.
Let Him who was a guest at
Bethany be in your household;
open your heart to Jesus and He
will come in and sup with you (Rev.
3:20). You can then say:
Christ is the head of this house,
The unseen guest at every meal,
The silent listener to every conversation.
Second, to have a home that
God blesses there must be love.
Many people today do not know
what love is. They often confuse
physical attraction, lust, personal
desire, or infatuation with love.
Webster says it is “a feeling of
strong personal attachment induced by sympathetic understanding, or by ties of kinship; ardent
affection.” Henry Drummond, in
Continued on Page 5
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Mark 16:15-20
INTRODUCTION
We are often chastised especially
by those of the Pentecostal persuasion when we quote Mark’s account
of the Great Commission but do
not then continue with the promise
of miraculous powers. Mark records Jesus saying

Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned. And these signs
shall follow them that believe; In
my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues;
They shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands
on the sick, and they shall recover.
(Mark 16:15-18).

However, to do justice to the text
we should continue to the end of
the book with verses 19-20:

So then after the Lord had spoken
unto them, he was received up into
heaven, and sat on the right hand
of God. And they went forth, and
preached every where, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.
Amen.

On the surface, the Pentecostals
seem to make a powerful argument
for the continuation of miraculous
powers. Jesus does state that these
miracles will follow “them that
believe” (16:17).
2		 Defender		
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ONE EXPLANATION
Many, if not most, of our
brethren when faced with this
difficulty will look at “believe” in
verse 17 and say that it applies to
the apostles in verse 14. Brother
Flavil Nichols argued this position
several years back and, I believe, set
forth as strong an argument for it
as anyone. Thus, allow me to quote
a lengthy part of his response:

In verses 9-10 Jesus was raised from
the dead, and appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, who ran to tell his disciples that he is alive again. However, “they” (the apostles) “believed
not” Mary’s testimony (verse 11).
Two others saw Jesus that day (verses 12-13; Luke records more details,
Lk. 24:13-35), and “told it unto the
residue” (or rest of the disciples):
“neither believed they” (the apostles) “them” (the two who had been
with him) (verse 13). “Afterward he”
(Jesus, himself) “appeared unto the
eleven” (apostles; Judas’ suicide left
only eleven) “as they” (the apostles)
“sat at meat, and upbraided them”
(the apostles) “with their” (the apostles’) “unbelief...” Notice what it was
that the apostles at that time disbelieved: “their unbelief and hardness
of heart, because they” (the apostles)
“believed not them” (Mary Magdalene, and the other two disciples)
“which had seen him after he was
risen. And he” (Jesus) “said unto
them” (apostles), “go ye” (apostles)
“into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” The noun
“creature” is singular, although it is
modified by the distributive adjective “every.” Since a pronoun must
agree with its antecedent in person and number, any pronoun referring to the “creature” preached
to, must be a singular pronoun;
hence, we read on: “He” (the creature preached to) “that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but
he” (the creature preached to) “that
believeth not shall be damned. And

these signs shall follow them”—not
“him” (the creature preached to),
but “them”—the apostles, who were
unbelievers in verse 14.
Just here please note the word “follow” (or “accompany,” A.S.V.). This
word suggests motion. Jesus had
just directed the APOSTLES to
travel, saying, “Go ye into all the
world...” Therefore it was to them—
the apostles—that he promised,
“These signs shall follow (“accompany,” ASV) them”—the apostles—
“that believe”—“the apostles who
would become believers in his
resurrection:—“in my name shall
they” the apostles—“cast out devils;
they”—the apostles—“shall speak
with new tongues; They”—the
apostles—“shall take up serpents;
and if they”—the apostles “drink
any deadly thing it shall not hurt
them”—the apostles—; “they”—the
apostles—“shall lay hands on the
sick, and they” (the sick) “shall recover.”
Each apostle seems to have been
empowered to do all these signs, for
Paul later wrote: “Truly the signs”
(notice the plural!) “of an apostle
were wrought among you” (2 Cor.
12:12). However, those on whom
the apostles laid their hands (Acts
8:6; 8:17-18), and thus conferred
miraculous power, seem ordinarily
to have received only one gift each;
howbeit, one who spoke in tongues
might also have power to interpret
tongues, as he was taught (1 Cor.
14:13) to pray. But, “to one is given...
to another... , to another ...” etc.
(1 Cor. 12:8-10), indicates that one
gift each was the rule, except to the
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apostles.
To remove any doubt that might remain that the signs of Mark 16:1718 were promised to the apostles
only, Mark says: “And they”—the
apostles—“went forth and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with
them”—the apostles—“and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” Thus, the signs followed the apostles! And, the Bible
signs still do follow the apostles;
for, wherever their preaching and
writing are carried, the “signs” they
performed are preached and read!
Today, our faith comes from the
written word (Jn. 20:30-31). Mark
16:20 shows that the signs followed
the apostles! These were their “credentials” to identify them as true
prophets or preachers. Hence, the
promise must have been made to
the apostles (139-40).

PROBLEMS
I have some problems with this
interpretation even though we
end up in the same place—that
the apostles are the ones who
performed the miracles and the
cessation of miraculous powers
(spiritual gifts). First, when one
looks at the entire section, beginning in verse 9 and going through
verse 20 you actually have two
different occasions discussed. J. W.
McGarvey. B. W. Johnson, James
D. Bales, Frank Van Dyke, and others all have two different speeches
given at two different times and
in different places recorded here.
The first is verses 9-14 where Jesus
upbraids “them” for their unbelief
which was given on the Sunday
evening the day Christ arose (also
recorded in Luke 24:36-43 and
John 20:19-23). The second speech
is the Great Commission along
with the promise of miraculous
powers to confirm the Word. Thus,
the second speech has no con-

nection with a speech in which
refer back to the apostles in a direct
Christ urged His apostles to believe address violates this rule. Jesus is
(McGarvey and Johnson however,
speaking to the apostles and thus if
use the same essential argument as referring to them, He would use the
brother Nichols regarding verses
second person. However, He does
17-18). However, even if the entire
not use second person, instead He
section had taken place at the same uses third person.
time, there is no justification for
OTHER SOLUTIONS
the previous interpretation.
Some try to escape this problem
Second, consider the type of
by saying that the ones spoken
language we are dealing with in
about may be among the ones
these verses. In verses 9-14 we have
spoken to. In such a case it would
a narrative (a story, historical event
be: “You believe, and these signs
in this case, being written) being
shall follow them (of you) that
given by John Mark. However,
believe.” However, that is simply
when we come to verse 15, there
not the form we find in Mark 16:17.
is no more a narrative, instead we
Christ was not urging the apostles
now have a direct statement made
to believe when He made this
by Jesus to His apostles. Then in
promise. The events of 16:14 took
verses 19-20 John Mark returns to
place at an earlier time. Even if we
his narrative by giving a concludgrant (which we do not) that this
ing statement. The importance of
took place at the same time, we still
this change is that you do not use
would not have a case like this—no
third person, “them,” when you
third party has been introduced
are directly addressing someone.
to whom “them” could refer. In
Instead you would use the second
person, “you.” Thus, when we come Mark 16:15-18 a third party (every
creature in all the world) has been
to verse 17 and Jesus states to His
introduced and Christ is urging the
apostles, “them that believe,” we
apostles to make believers of them.
know the “them” is not the apostles. If Jesus meant the apostles, He Immediately after this (not after
would have said, “you that believe.” urging His apostles to believe) the
promise of verses 17-18 are given
Those who hold the view of
and the grammar and sequence it
brother Nichols make an attempt
naturally seems to refer to the last
to deal with the grammar. Brother
group mentioned—the ones spoken
Nichols stated, “a pronoun must
agree with its antecedent in person about.
Others seeing this problem try
and number.” (I would use gender
and
explain it as being representainstead of person as there is also a
tive. As long as some work these
neuter gender along with masculine and feminine.) Brother Nichols miracles, which was accomplished
during the first century, then it has
goes to great length to show an
been fulfilled and we do not need
agreement in number. However,
to expect them today. Others hold
another rule of grammar states
that while verses 17-18 refer to the
that the second person indicates
believers in verse 16, they will state
the one spoken to while the third
that further revelation limits this to
person is the person spoken about
the apostles and those upon whom
(which is the point in the previous paragraph). For verses 17-18 to
the apostles laid hands (this is the
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basic position of brothers Frank
Van Dyke and James D. Bales).

in this book: But these are written,
that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life
through his name” (John 20:30-31).
John recorded the miracles (signs)
to produce belief when we read
about them.
Paul tells us that faith comes
by hearing God’s Word: “So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17). When I read the miracles
the apostles (and those whom the
apostles laid hands on) worked,
those recorded miracles are confirming the faith and thus those
signs “follow” our faith (“them that
believe”). If this understanding is
correct, then Mark 16:17-18 has
nothing to do with who worked
(works) the miracles but that the
miracles result in confirming the
word (whether done in the presences of those of the first century
or recorded for all posterity in the
Scriptures) for all believers. Mark
16:20 then would explain who performed the miracles—the apostles
(and those whom the apostles laid
their hands upon).
James Bales agrees with this
conclusion (even though he does
not hold to my position expressed
here) as he wrote:

ANOTHER VIEW
Allow me to present another
view that I believe is consistent
with everything in the passage.
I believe the key to the passage
is follow found in verse 17 and
then in verse 20. While they are
two different words in the Greek,
they both come from the same
root word ἀκολουθέω (akoloutheo)
and properly means, “to follow.”
However, there is a great deal of
difference in the words because of
the prefixes. In verse 17 the word is
παρακολουθέω (parakoloutheo) and
has the prefix παρά (para) to the
root word. The prefix means beside
or next to. Then in verse 20 we have
ἐπακολουθέω (epakoloutheo) which
has the prefix ἐπί (epi) to the root
word, which means “on or upon.”
With the understanding of the
basic meaning of the root word and
both prefixes we then have in verse
17 the miracles (enumerated in
verses 17-18) following beside of or
being laid beside those who believe
(those of the world in verses 15-16),
while in verse 20 the miracles are
laid upon the apostles. As they
went they were confirming the
word with the miracles laid upon
them.
The miracles written in the Bible
confirm our faith although we were
According to the words used by
not there to witness them and alJohn Mark, the miracles have been
though we do not see them repeated
laid beside all believers of all time
and cannot repeat them. There were
(16:17). As a result of the miracles
recorded that we might believe in
giving confirmation to the word
Christ and believing have eternal
the apostles preached (16:20), we
life (John 20:30) (143).
have faith in Jesus as the Christ and
Brother Nichols in his chapter
God’s plan to save sinful mankind. we have referenced makes this imThis is harmonious with John’s
portant statement before actually
stated purpose for the writing of
refuting the arguments:
his account: “And many other signs
Toward the end of the apostolic age,
truly did Jesus in the presence of
one writer said the “great salvation
his disciples, which are not written
. . . first began to be spoken by the
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Lord, and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him: God also bearing them witness both with signs,
and wonders, and divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost according to his own will” (Heb. 2:3-4).
The new and final covenant of God
with man has been revealed, and it
needs no new revelation. It has also
been confirmed by New Testament
miracles—and it needs no new confirmation. Therefore, miracles have
ceased, as the apostle Paul foretold
they would (1 Cor. 13:8-13) (136-37).

Then as he summarizes the
section dealing with the passage
before us, he states:

The recorded signs and miracles—
not new signs done today—now
make believers (Jn. 20:30-31)! All
needed truth has already been revealed, and confirmed. That truth,
recorded in the New Testament,
and attested to by miracles in the
first century, is God’s power unto
salvation, as it was then (Rom. 1:16).
We have that same, old, Jerusalem
gospel which, when believed and
obeyed, brings man to salvation
(Mk. 16: 16; Acts 2: 38). When one’s
alien sins are forgiven or remitted,
the Lord adds him to his church the
same church to which he added the
saved in the first century (Acts 2:47;
Matt. 16: 18). During the “infancy”
of the church, some had miraculous powers; but, when the church
became full grown, it was to “put
away childish things” (1 Cor. 13:813); and, since the written New
Testament was completed, no man
has been given the power to work
miracles (141).

Brother Nichols agrees with my
view regarding the fact that the
miracles confirmed the Word of
God for even us today. It does not
need constant confirming. We have
that old Jerusalem Gospel recorded
for us and when we obey it, the
Lord will add us to the one church.
We have confidence regarding that

salvation because of the miracles
the New Testament writers recorded for us to read.
CONCLUSION
It is certainly not my intent to
cause confusion and or division;
however, we should be willing to
examine truth even if it challenges
traditional belief’s. Brother Bill
Cline:

These are times that one (especially
an editor) is almost fearful of suggesting anything that might be out
of step with what is “traditionally

Continued from Page 1
the book titled The Greatest Thing
in the World, points out that 1 Corinthians 13 gives nine characteristics of love. These characteristics
are: patience, kindness, generosity,
humility, courtesy, unselfishness,
good temper, guilelessness, and
sincerity. We should all examine
our love to see if it meets God’s
standards of acceptable expression.
If the fire of love burns low, we
should ask God to help us rekindle
our love. Love lifts us to a higher
world of beauty, lifting life from
the dust to meet the sunrise of joy.
It is “beauty incarnated, kindness
glorified, and goodness sanctified.”
It is a sacred fire that must not be
burned to idols. In that great song
of love, we read: “He brought me
to the banqueting-house, And his
banner over me was love” (Song of
Sol. 2:4). Proverbs 15:17 says, “Better is a dinner of herbs, where love
is, Than a stalled ox and hatred
therewith.” This proverb teaches
that it is better to sit down to a poor
table where love abounds, than
to sit down to a sumptuous meal
where hate abounds.
Love helps us make marriage ad-

believed” in the brotherhood. Almost invariably someone picks such
things up as a new cause to champion, and through some means
in various times and places, some
form of division is created. However, we feel that we should not allow
the mishandling of knowledge by a
few to discourage study and examination of God’s Word.

There should be no difficulty
as brethren with any of the views
suggested in this brief study. We all
recognize the cessation of miracles

and that miracles confirmed the
Word of God which if we obey
today will save our souls (no matter
one’s particular view regarding the
explanation of these verses).
WORKS CITED:
Bales, James D. Miracles or Mirages? Austin, TX: Firm Foundation, 1956.
Nichols, Flavil H. “Meeting the Arguments of the ‘Faith healers’.” What Do
You Know About the Holy Spirit? ed.
Wendell Winkler. Hurst, TX: Winkler
Publications, 1980. 135-43.
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37:29).
justments in maturity. It promotes
But the seed of the wicked shall be
good communication in the home.
cut off” (37:28).
Many family problems arise over
For
Jehovah God is a sun and a
the inability of its members to comshield: Jehovah will give grace and
municate with each other. Famglory; No good thing will he withily members should not explode
hold from them that walk uprightly
in anger nor give each other the
(84:11).
silent treatment. They should speak
For, He that would love life, And
the truth in love—in kind words
see good days, Let him refrain his
they should express what is on
tongue from evil, And his lips that
their hearts. There are two golden
they speak no guile: And let him
turn away from evil, and do good;
expressions that everyone should
Let him seek peace, and pursue it.
learn to communicate to others: “I
For the eyes of the Lord are upon
am sorry,” and “I love you.” Evthe righteous, And his ears unto
eryone makes mistakes and needs
their supplication: But the face of
forgiveness and patient forbearance.
the Lord is upon them that do evil
Cowper says:
(1 Pet. 3:10-12).
The kindest and the happiest pair
It is thus clear that God will
Will find occasion to forbear;
bless a home that is filled with righAnd something, every day they
teousness. Someone has written the
live,
following:
To pity, and perhaps forgive.
If there is righteousness in the
Third, to have a happy home and
heart,
one that is pleasing in the sight of
There will be beauty in the charGod, we should have righteousness
acter.
in the home.
If there is beauty in the character,
For the eyes of Jehovah run to and
There
will be harmony in the
fro throughout the whole earth, to
home.
show himself strong in the behalf of
If there is harmony in the home,
them whose heart is perfect toward
There
will be order in the nation.
him (2 Chr. 16:9).
If there is order in the nation,
The righteous shall inherit the land,
And dwell therein for ever (Psa.
There will be peace in the world.
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A good home is the resort of love,
of joy, of peace and harmony. Our
home is a spot of earth supremely
blessed a dearer, sweeter spot than
others. This fond attachment to the
well-known place where first we

started into life’s long race, maintains its hold with such unfailing
sway, we feel it throughout our
lives. To be happy at home should
be our aim and ambition. We
should work to that end and desire

it earnestly. The crown of the home
is goodliness, the beauty of the
home is righteousness, the glory of
home is hospitality, and the blessing of the home is contentment.

Books-On-CD
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The 1988-2005, 2007-2016 books, all Defender issues of 1970, 1972-2015, and the weekly bulletin Beacon
1974-2015, along with numerous other books, tracts, and studies are available on computer disk in Adobe Acrobat
Reader (PDF) format (making it useful for both Windows and Macintosh computers). The CD is completely indexed allowing searches of all the books at the same time (you can find every occurrence of a word or phrase such
as “baptism for the remission of sins” in every book at the same time). The cost of the CD is only $35 plus postage/handling fee of $2.75 (total is $37.75) in which you receive all the lectureship books (about $1.25 per book)
and other material. If you purchased a previous version of our CD, the upgrade price upon return of the previous
CD is only $7.75 (includes postage). Take advantage of this great offer. Order from Bellview Church of Christ.

Realized Eschatology
Debate
Howard Daniel Denham & Holger Neubauer
September 13-16, 2016
Baymont Inn Conference Center
South Haven, Michigan
7:00 pm each evening
The propositions will be:
Howard Daniel Denham will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general
resurrection of the dead is yet future and is a
bodily resurrection.
Holger Neubauer will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general
resurrection is a bodily resurrection and is not
still future.
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41st Annual Bellview Lectures
June 10 – 14, 2016

Typology
Friday, June 10
7:00 pm Nature of a Type
Terry Hightower
8:00 pm Interpretation of Types David P. Brown
Saturday, June 11
9:00 am Prophet
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Priest
Doug Post
11:00 am King
Wayne Blake
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm Old Testament Sacrifices		
Terry Hightower
2:00 pm Passover
Harrell Davidson
3:00 pm Open Forum
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Abraham
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Typical Places
Jess Whitlock
Sunday, June 12
9:00 am Jonah
Daniel Denham
10:00 am Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac		
Paul Vaughn
		 Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm Noah’s Ark
Wayne Blake
2:00 pm Melchizedek
Lee Moses

Monday, June 13
9:00 am Wilderness Wanderings
Paul Vaughn
10:00 am Moses
Geoff Litke
11:00 am Hosea
Doug Post
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm David
Gene Hill
2:00 pm Adam
John West
3:00 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Sabbath
Daniel Denham
8:00 pm Types of Baptism
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 14
9:00 am The Serpent in the Wilderness		
Jerry Brewer
10:00 am Joshua
John West
11:00 am Cities of Refuge
David P. Brown
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm Restoration
Jess Whitlock
2:00 pm The Court
Gene Hill
3:00 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Holy Place
Geoff Litke
8:00 pm The Holy of Holies
Lee Moses

Bellview Lectures Information

Housing

Books-on-CD

The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL
32526) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview
Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—single bed and
$69.99—double beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908.
Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when
making your reservations. If you are planning on attending
the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations
early.

The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 19882005, 2007-2016) will be available on CD in Adobe PDF. The
price of the CD is $37.75. The CD also includes the Defender
(1970, 1972-2015), Beacon (1972, 1974-2015), and other material.

Books

The lectureship book, Typology, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The book will contain 27
chapters and will be a spiral-bound book. Everyone will want to
purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The books
will not be mailed until after the lectures are over.

Meals

The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide
a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other
meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.

View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view
them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
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Back To Biblical Preaching (Part 1)
Danny Douglas

It was early one Lord’s Day
morning in February when Tom
said to his wife, “Sue, I don’t want
to go to North this morning.” Sue
replied, “What do you mean?”
“I tossed and turned most of the
night. North is not the same congregation as it used to be. After
the death of the last two elders and
after the last preacher and now
the new one, things have really
changed.” She said, “I know that
things are different, but still many
of the members are good people
and many are our friends, and my
parents are members there. Don’t
forget, they want you to become
a deacon.” “I know that, but my
spirituality is beginning to weaken.
I know that I am not as close to the
Lord as I used to be and it seems
that this weakness is affecting the
whole family.”
“Where do you want to go
then?” Tom said, “Do you remember that I told you about Roger, the
brother in Christ that I work with?
Several times he has invited us to
come over and visit with them at
Hillside.” “Oh, Tom, are you talking about that little congregation
a few miles out of town?” “Yes,
that’s the one. He says that there

the preacher actually uses the Bible
in his preaching, and that many
of the members are very strong.”
“But Tom, they are so small and
I am sure they don’t have a youth
program and a youth minister for
our children.” “I know that Sue, but
our youth minister is very liberal
anyway, and I have a responsibility
to do what is right for us spiritually. I remember the statement that
Joshua made: ‘as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord’ (Jos.
24:15).”
In the meantime, Tom and his
family prepare to go to Hillside on
this particular Sunday. Ten-year
old John does not say much, but
Tim, fifteen, and Kayla, thirteen,
openly complain about missing
their youth group. As they pull
into the Hillside parking lot, comments are made about how small
the building is and when they get
inside, there are only two teens and
three small children. It all seemed
rather awkward at first, a new
building and new faces. Yet, everyone greeted them with friendliness.
It was also noticeable that a few
minutes before Bible class everyone
took a seat and became very quiet.
How different this was than at

North!
During the Bible class, Roger
was the teacher and he actually
taught out of the King James Version. Tom and Sue recognize that
this is the version they used several
years ago, before they were introduced to the NIV at North. They
noticed a big difference. At North,
the Bible class was more laid back
with emphasis on everyone’s opinion, but Roger stayed with the Bible
text and went to several Bible references to back up his teaching. He
actually had a lesson on problems
in the church and used 1 Corinthians 5. He taught how that those
in sin need to be withdrawn from,
for their own soul’s sake and the
sake of the church. He had a good
lesson, but Tom and Sue realized
that they were not used to this kind
of teaching. In fact, they remarked
that they could not remember
when they had heard a lesson from
this chapter in the Bible. They
certainly had not heard a lesson on
church discipline for many years.
They also noticed that the emphasis at North was also positive
and many times they had heard
that judging is always wrong. The
Continued on Page 3

Notes
From The
Editor
Michael
Hatcher
Email address:
mhatcher@gmail.com

Evolution

Recently I retweeted (from my
Twitter account) a graphic stating:
“Darwin Doubted Evolution.” To
this retweet, I added, “Evolution
is nothing more than a fantastic
fantasy.” A certain person did not
appreciate their sacred cow being
gored, thus they replied that I had
two logical fallacies: (1) argument
from ignorance, and (2) ad lapidem.
The argument from ignorance
assumes that something should
be believed until it is shown to be
false. Another way of stating it is
that it is an argument that states a
proposition is true because it has
not been proven false or there is a
lack of contrary evidence. They are
claiming that you should accept
something as true because you cannot prove it false. The reality of the
situation is that evolutionists are
the ones who argue from ignorance. They try to dismiss anything
that shows their hypothesis (at best,
even though some claim it is fact
and others admit a theory) is false.
Therefore, you should accept evolution as being true.
The argument ad lapidem (it is
a Latin phrase meaning, “to the
stone”) means you are dismissing
something as absurd without giving proof of its absurdity. If you are
not familiar with Twitter, tweets
are limited to 140 characters so it
is often difficult with such limited
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characters to prove much of anything.
I responded to him by asking a
question with a quick comment:
“What is the mechanism for evolution. Without one, it is impossible.
You don’t have one.” The individual
responded that this was again an
argument from ignorance, but then
made the statement, “I don’t have
the answer. Evolution is explained
by a scientific theory.” I told him
that he did not have an answer
because there is none. I knew that
when I asked him the question. In
response to this, he simply gave me
a link to a website and asked if scientists were wrong. I told him that
scientists have often been wrong,
whereupon he cursed me and said
we were done (I reported him to
Twitter for his vile language and
blocked him). However, consider
some of these things with me.
My question, to which he could
not answer (nor can scientists), is a
valid argument against evolution.
Evolution must have some mechanism (this is the old question:
which came first, the chicken or the
egg?). There are only two alternative choices and neither one can
explain evolution. The first choice
(this is classic Darwinian position) is “natural selection” or also
known as “survival of the fittest.”
This is the belief that creatures
could acquire characteristics as
their environment demanded it and
then these could be transferred to
their offspring. However, Dr. Colin
Patterson summed up the problem
of this view when he said, “No
one has ever produced a species by
mechanisms of natural selection.
No one has ever gotten near it
and most of the current argument
in neo-Darwinism is about this
question.” Natural selection might

explain the survival of the fittest,
but it cannot explain the arrival of
a new kind of animal. Thus, natural
selection cannot be the mechanism
for evolution.
The alternative to natural selection is random genetic mutations.
This goes by some other names
(possibly to hide what it is) such as
punctuated equilibrium, quantum evolution, or (my favorite)
the hopeful monster theory. A
mutation is a change in the genetic
code or the DNA resulting in a
change in the organism itself. There
is no doubt that mutations do
happen, but they happen within
limits. However, it is good to note
some facts concerning mutations.
(1) They are random. There is no
way to control them or make them
produce the characteristics needed—you must take what comes.
(2) They rarely occur. (3) They are
generally harmful. Good mutations
are very, very rare. Sir Juilian Huxley said, “A proportion of favorable
mutations of one in a thousand
does not sound like much, but it is
probably generous, since so many
mutations are lethal, preventing the
organism living at all, and the great
majority of the rest throw the machinery slightly out of gear.” (4) The
ones that are good must, in many
cases, be protected and preserved
or they will fade into extinction.
(5) Mutations are not able to create anything. They only change
existing structures. It does not and
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cannot produce major new raw
material. No one can make a new
species by mutations. Dr. Stephen
Jay Gould said, That’s a common
idea people have; that evolution is
due to random mutations. A mutation is not the cause of evolutionary
change.” Since neither solution is
acceptable, there is no mechanism
for evolution and without one, evolution cannot take place.
However, this individual
claimed that evolution was proven
by scientific theory. Scientific theory tries to explain certain aspects
of the natural world through the
scientific method. Thus, it would
be important for us to consider the
scientific method. This is a field of
science dealing with that which
is observable, repeatable, timeless, and universal. In using the
scientific method there is a certain
procedure that is followed: (1) observe certain natural phenomenon,

(2) those observations are compiled
and the data studied, (3) formulate
a scientific hypothesis (generalized
explanation of data in summary
form), (4) further observations
and tests are made to determine
if the predicted results do occur,
(5) if proven false, then form a new
hypothesis, (6) if the experiments
prove true, then the hypothesis is
considered verified, (7) after repeated confirmations, the hypothesis
obtains the status of a theory, and
(8) after repeated testing the theory
eventually reaches the status of a
law (laws are regularities in nature
with no known exceptions).
Some have shortened this list to
simply: (1) observation, (2) question, (3) hypothesis, (4) experiment,
(5) results, and (6) conclusion.
When you view either list, what
is the first thing that jumps out
at you? Both of them are saying
you must observe. How can you

observe the origin of the world?
What person was there to observe
the origin of the universe, our
world, plant, animals, man, etc.?
The point is that the theory (really
nothing more than a hypothesis)
of evolution has nothing to do with
science!
The origin of the world is a
philosophical question and not a
scientific question. When we look
at the philosophical arguments, the
evidence is overwhelming that God
exists. Then we can know that He
revealed Himself to man. Today, we
have that revelation in the Scriptures which we can study and come
to a knowledge of what we must
do to obtain eternal life with Him.
Never allow these so-called scientists intimidate you. Simply ask
them: which came first, the chicken
or the egg?
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ballgame or cut the grass.
One of the most important
things that Tom was concerned
about was the kind of preaching
In fact, Roger taught something
that he and his family would hear.
that they had never heard at North, When the preacher mounted the
and that is that we are commanded pulpit, it was immediately noticeto “judge righteous judgment” by
able that the first thing he did
the Lord: “Judge not according to
was open the Bible. After a brief
the appearance, but judge righteous greeting, the preacher immedijudgment” (John 7:24).
ately asked everyone to rivet their
When it came time to worship,
attention to a certain passage of
Beware of false prophets, which Tom and his family noticed the
Scripture. This was refreshing to
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but reverent demeanor which chara man who had heard very little
inwardly they are ravening wolves. acterized the service. This was
Scripture from the pulpit in the
Ye shall know them by their fruits. impressive to Tom, who had been
last few years. Also, he was glad to
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
disturbed by the very loose and in- hear the preacher use preach. After
figs of thistles? Even so every good
formal nature of the worship period all, this word is found often in the
tree bringeth forth good fruit; but
Bible. At North the speakers always
a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil at North. The men leading in the
had something to “share” with the
fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth worship were actually dressed for
a
serious
event
and
not
as
if
they
audience and avoided preach like
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit. Every tree were about to go out and play a
the plague.
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Continued from Page 1
way Roger explained it is that,
although we are forbidden to judge
prejudicially, superficially, hypercritically, or in any other unjust
manner based on Matthew 7:1, it is
clear that we must judge and discern based on the fruit of one’s life,
in view of God’s Word. Moreover,
we must judge the fruit of a teacher
to know whether he is a true or
false teacher, as Jesus taught:

that bringeth not forth good fruit is
hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall
know them (Mat. 7:15-20).
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(1970, 1972-2015), Beacon (1972, 1974-2015), and other material.

Books

The lectureship book, Typology, will be available for purchase.
The price is $5.00 plus $3.75 for postage. The book will contain
27 chapters and will be a spiral-bound book. Everyone will want
to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The
books will not be mailed until after the lectures are over.
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Meals

The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide
a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other
meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.

View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view
them live on the Internet:
www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php

On that particular day, the
preacher spoke about the downward spiral of modern society. He
dealt with such sins as: homosexuality, fornication, adultery, dancing,
the frequency of divorce and the
breakdown of the home, unscriptural marriages, immodesty and
vulgarity, the irreverent use of the
tongue, dishonesty and lying, materialism and covetousness, drunkenness, including social drinking,
and other sins. He used Scripture
after Scripture in showing how that
these things lead to the downfall of
a nation. He emphasized in no uncertain terms how that Christians
must be different from the world
and oppose all ungodliness, as well
as the fact that we are to be a light
in a world of darkness, and that we
must seek to save our fellowman
from sin and death. It was a very
powerful sermon, and one in which
it could be clearly understood that
positive Christian living will be an
active force against the works of
darkness. He concluded by encouraging the church to remember that
through Christ we are more than
conquerors, as Paul declared: “Nay,
in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that
loved us” (Rom. 8:37). It was a very
sobering lesson and a very encouraging one, by emphasizing that we
can overcome and eternal life will
be ours, as God promised: “He that
overcometh shall inherit all things;
and I will be his God, and he shall
be my son” (Rev. 21:7).
While visiting at Hillside, Tom
and his family truly heard preaching from the Bible. They even heard
a Scripture quoted that they had
almost forgotten:

If any man speak, let him speak as
the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability

to go to Hillside that morning,
admitted that the worship had
given her strength that she had not
received from the services at North
lately. After dinner, they discussed
When it came time to extend
the Scripture and how that many
the invitation, the preacher actually congregations are getting away
gave the plan of salvation and gave
from Biblical preaching and sound
the Scripture where each comdoctrine. It was pointed out that at
mandment was found. At North,
North, the preaching emphasized
they never heard the plan of salvaone’s relationship with Christ,
tion, but would often hear somebut that a very small amount of
thing like this: “If we can help you
Scripture was used. Roger pointed
with your needs, please come forout how that nothing is more
ward as we sing.” It was rare to hear
important than a person’s relationthe preacher give the command to
ship with the Lord, but that we
be baptized. Yet, the preacher at
cannot be right with God if we do
Hillside presented Scripture after
not abide in the doctrine of Christ:
Scripture proving that baptism is
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abinecessary for salvation from sin.
deth not in the doctrine of Christ,
For example, he quoted these Bible
hath not God. He that abideth in
verses:
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
The like figure whereunto even bapthe Father and the Son” (2 John 9).
tism doth also now save us (not the
In the midst of their conversaputting away of the filth of the flesh,
tion,
Sue’s cell phone rang. “Oh,
but the answer of a good conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of it’s mother,” she said. She went into
another room to return the call.
Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 3:21).
He that believeth and is baptized Her mother was concerned because
shall be saved; but he that believeth she did not see them at North that
not shall be damned (Mark 16:16).
morning. When Sue returned to
And now why tarriest thou? arise, the room they visited for a little
and be baptized, and wash away while longer and Roger invited
thy sins, calling on the name of the
them to return for the evening worLord (Acts 22:16).
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, ship. They indicated that possibly
and be baptized every one of you in they would return that evening or
the name of Jesus Christ for the re- sometime in the near future, and
mission of sins, and ye shall receive then left.
On the way home Tom asked
the gift of the Holy Ghost (2:38).
his children if they had enjoyed the
After worship that day, Roger
day. They explained that it was aland his wife invited Tom and Sue
and their children home to eat Sun- right and they would not mind visiting Hillside occasionally, but that
day dinner with them. They had
they had really missed their youth
planned to eat in a local restaurant
group. Coincidentally, or perhaps
but gladly accepted the invitation.
not, the youth minister called
While eating they discussed how
shortly after they arrived home
that they all enjoyed the sermon
and reminded them of the activity
and how that the preacher was a
that was planned for the youth that
strong preacher of the Word of
God. Even Sue, who was reluctant
evening after service. He almost
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which God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen
(1 Pet. 4:11).

demanded a commitment from
them as if to be certain they would
be at North that evening. Then,
Sue’s mother called again. This
time she began to really inquire
as to why they had visited another
congregation that morning. Sue
told her mother the truth and it did
not go over well at all. Tom could
see that he had his work cut out for
him in trying to get his family into
a sound congregation.
When Tom began to discuss
going back to Hillside that evening,
Sue was upset. She admitted that
Hillside was a stronger congregation, but that with her family
attending North and the children’s
involvement with the youth group
that they needed to take some time
to think about making a change
right now. Tom replied, “But the
preaching is so strong and Biblical.
After worship today I really felt
that I had been to worship.” Sue
agree, but said: “Tom, maybe we
can help North to go in the right
direction. This strong preaching
today at Hillside has really caused a
stir in our house.”
Indeed, those who truly preach
the Word of Christ do cause a stir.
Jesus said:

Think not that I am come to send
peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword. For I am come
to set a man at variance against his
father, and the daughter against her
mother, and the daughter in law
against her mother in law. And a
man’s foes shall be they of his own
household. He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not
his cross, and followeth after me, is
not worthy of me (Mat. 10:34-38).

In the meantime, they went to
North that evening and what did
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the preacher preach on, but how we
should be tolerant? After hearing
the lesson at Hillside regarding
God’s intolerance of worldliness,
immorality, false doctrine, and
other sins, this was quite a contrast.
This lesson even left one wondering if it would be right to condemn
anyone for anything! The preacher
certainly did not clarify the fact
that we must stand against error
and all evil. When they returned
home that evening, the children
even commented about the difference and wisely remarked how
that the church needs to stand up
against the “gay” movement and
the like. The stand of the North
preacher and his lack of Scripture
made it plain for this family to
see the contrast between Biblical
preaching and that which conforms
to the world and pleases men.
Tom took advantage of this opportunity. He sat down with his
wife and said to her: “I have the
responsibility to see that my family
and I receive strength from the
Word of God where we are members. Therefore, it is my conviction that we go back to Hillside.”
Sue agreed, saying: “I realize that
my objections this afternoon were
based on feelings and fear rather
than the truth. I agree with you,
Tom. We do not need to subject
ourselves or our children to the
weakness and liberalism at North.”
They decided that they would
read the Scripture together and
pray as a family before going to
bed that night. Tom searched and
finally found one of the old King
James Bibles that he had used
several years earlier. They selected a
passage to read which the Hillside
preacher had used in his sermon
that morning from Galatians: “Be
not deceived; God is not mocked:

for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting” (6:7-8).
Then, the family discussed how
that the strong preaching from the
Bible which they had heard that
day caused a stir that was needed
in their household to wake them up
spiritually.
After they had been at Hillside
for about a month they realized
that they were studying their Bibles
more individually, and that Bible
classes and sermons with Scriptural emphasis had contributed tremendously to their respect for the
Word of God. We are commanded:
“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).
Tom observed that a constant dose
of man-made stories and scant use
of the Bible, as they had experienced at North, weakens one’s Bible
knowledge and faith.
They also observed that they
had all lost many of their friends
at North, and that Sue’s parents
even seemed hurt at them for leaving North. One day, after several
negative comments, Sue decided to
confront her mother with an invitation to go to Hillside. They had
discussed the differences between
the two congregations on various
occasions. Mother had to admit, we
just do not hear preaching like we
used to: “I remember the preachers
we had many years ago who would
stir you up and sometimes even
scare you. Some of the younger
people did not like this and the
continual book, chapter, and verse
preaching. So they decided to start
having preachers who were more

entertaining and who made us feel
good. I noticed this change back in
the 1980s.” Sue said, “Mother, I am
so glad that you now see that. Why
don’t you and Dad come with us to
Hillside this coming Lord’s Day?”
Mother agreed that she would talk
to Dad about it.
Sue’s mother made a good point
about how some brethren have
turned aside from the preaching
of the Word of God. This is indeed
what Paul warned Timothy about:

I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom; Preach
the word; be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap

to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 4:1-4).

Indeed, there are many today
who do not want to hear true biblical preaching. It seems foolish to
them, but this is exactly what they
need!

For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the
power of God.…For after that in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. For the Jews
require a sign, and the Greeks seek
after wisdom: But we preach Christ
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; But unto them which
are called, both Jews and Greeks,

Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:18, 21-24).

What a difference it made in the
lives of this family that Hillside
was a congregation which endured sound doctrine, and that
the preacher there obeyed the
command of God to: “Preach the
word”! Congregations who stand
for the truth and who stand behind
preachers and elders who teach it,
are now in the minority and we
need more brethren who are willing to stand up for the truth.
Finally, Sue’s parents decided to
come to Hillside. As Hillside continued to be sound in the faith, the
North congregation grew weaker
and weaker. However, things did
not always go well at Hillside.

(To be continued)
Mt. Pleasant, TN
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Back To Biblical Preaching (Part 2)
Danny Douglas

After Tom and Sue and their
children had been at Hillside
about two years, they began to
hear some murmuring about the
preacher. What had happened?
Hillside had posted a flyer in the
lobby that they had received from
another congregation in the area.
The local preacher went to the
elders and informed them that the
speaker was a professor in one of
the universities operated by our
brethren. One of the elders replied,
“Well, that school has always had
a good reputation. In fact, my
daughter attended there and that is
where she met her husband.” The
preacher said: “Yes, in the past this
school was an influence for good,
but now they have a teacher in the
Bible Department who teaches that
the end of Mark 16 does not even
belong in the Bible. They also allow
the use of erroneous Bible versions
in the classroom, which they used
to forbid. They also have a teacher
who declares that handclapping in
worship is not necessarily unscriptural and there are other issues.”
The elder countered: “Does this
man who is invited to speak in the
Gospel Meeting teach any of these
things?” The preacher said: “I am

not aware of anything he teaches
that is erroneous, but…” Then he
was interrupted by another elder:
“Well, then there should not be
any problem with announcing this
meeting.” The preacher then said:
“The problem is that he is associated with error by being affiliated
with this university, and there are
other problems besides those that I
mentioned earlier.”
By this time, Roger, who had
become an elder a year earlier,
joined in: “This preacher is guilty
by association. The Scripture says:
‘And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them’ (Eph. 5:11).
Brethren, we do not need to promote this Gospel Meeting. In fact,
why don’t we meet with the elders
there?” The other two elders disagreed saying that Hillside cannot
police the brotherhood and that
this would only cause trouble. “After all, we have been close to this
congregation for years, and some
of our members have relatives
there.” Roger and the preacher
both countered that these things
do not change the truth. Since the
majority of the eldership was for
advertising the Gospel Meeting,

the flyer stayed on the bulletin
board.
Within the next two weeks,
Hillside heard sermons on guilt by
association and how that we must
be careful not to promote those
who are not sound. He had a powerful sermon based on 2 John 9-11:

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son. If there
come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God
speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

A few days after this, Roger
called another meeting with the
other two elders, thinking that
perhaps the recent teaching had
affected them in the right direction. After the meeting began,
Roger presented an appeal to
them to change their stand and
announce to the congregation why
Hillside must not promote the area
Gospel Meeting. (The preacher
had already given them more material regarding the errors of this
particular university where the
invited speaker was a teacher.) The
Continued on Page 3
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Witnessing

We often hear of people speaking of the need for Christians to
“witness for Christ” or words to
that effect. The denominational
world picked this terminology
up from a few verses in the Bible
which we will consider in this
article. However, before we look at
the Scriptures, we need to see how
the denominational world got this
concept.
Calvinism teaches that one can
do nothing relating to his salvation
because he is born totally depraved.
Being totally depraved, man can
do nothing that pleases God. Thus,
God must take the initiative to save
sinful man by sending the Holy
Spirit into man’s heart to convict
him of his sins and then to save
(convert) him. This led to what was
then referred to as the mourner’s
bench: those people who wanted
to be saved but God had not saved
them yet. How would they know if
God saved them? They would have
some experience which they would
then relate to the congregation who
would then vote on whether it was
the Holy Spirit saving them. Thus,
when they speak of “witnessing for
Christ,” they are meaning the experience they have received from the
Spirit as the Spirit converts them.
While the mourner’s bench may
not be as prevalent as at one time,
the false theory that produced such
is just as predominate now as then.
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We observe it when denominational folks talk about witnessing what
God has done for them. In that
sense, they are using witnessing in
a proper definitional way, but not a
Bible way.
That brings us to the point of
how the Scriptures use witness. A
witness is someone who has seen or
heard something and, as a result,
can testify regarding those things.
(While this is the common usage,
it is sometimes properly translated
because of context as martyr.) One
who is trying to restore another
who has sinned against him is first
to go to his brother alone, but if the
brother refuses to hear him, he is to
take one or two with him that “in
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established”
(Mat. 18:16). The one or two will
have seen and heard everything
and will be able to testify regarding
those matters.
Just prior to Jesus’ ascension into
heaven as recorded in Acts, Jesus
met with His apostles. He told
them, “But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the
earth” (Acts 1:8). This goes back
to a previous conference Jesus had
with His apostles where He told
them, “And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me
from the beginning” (John 15:27).
In this we are beginning to see a
specialized usage of witness still
within the basic meaning of the
word. The apostles were going to be
witnesses of Jesus because they had
been with Him from the beginning. Thus, they were able to testify
of those things they had seen and
heard.

After Judas betrayed Christ
and returned the money, he went
out and hanged himself. With
the death of Judas, one must be
selected to take his apostolic office
as was prophesied in Psalms. In
making the selection, Peter gives
the qualifications: “Wherefore of
these men which have companied
with us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us,
Beginning from the baptism of
John, unto that same day that he
was taken up from us, must one be
ordained to be a witness with us of
his resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22). The
one who would take the apostolic
office would be one who was a
witness of Christ’s resurrection
along with seeing and hearing all
that Jesus did during His ministry.
However, notice verse 25 when they
are asking Jesus who His choice is
(he would be Jesus’ apostle thus the
propriety of asking Jesus His choice
but does not authorize us to pray
to Jesus today): “That he may take
part of this ministry and apostleship.” The one chosen would be a
witness and would be an apostle of
Christ. The two ideas (witness and
apostleship) are being equated by
the apostles.
A continued study of Acts
gives evidence to what we learn in
chapter 1. As Peter is preaching
the first Gospel sermon, he states,
“This Jesus hath God raised up,
whereof we all are witnesses” (2:32).
The “we” are the apostles. He later
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states, “And killed the Prince of
life, whom God hath raised from
the dead; whereof we are witnesses”
(3:15). We, here, is specifically Peter
and John (3:11) and generically,
thus, the apostles. Then Luke records, “And with great power gave
the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great
grace was upon them all” (4:33). In
chapter 5 the apostles were before
the Sanhedrin and the apostles
responded to the high priest, saying, “And we are his witnesses of
these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to
them that obey him” (5:32).
Acts 10 could be a study all its
own regarding this term. It is found
three times in the chapter: verses
39, 41, and 43. Peter states:

who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead… To him
give all the prophets witness, that
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”

And we are witnesses of all things
which he did both in the land of the
Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they
slew and hanged on a tree… Not to
all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God, even to us,

Notice also the personal pronouns in the first two uses in these
verses. Peter gives us some information relating to it when he states,
“we are witnesses,” but then states
they saw and heard what Jesus did
“both in the land of the Jews, and
in Jerusalem.” This then is again
discussing the apostles. He also
ties witnessing with those who saw
Jesus crucified. Then God raised
Him and showed Him openly, but
not to everyone but to “witnesses
chosen before of God” whom Peter
states again are those “who did eat
and drink with him after he rose
from the dead.” This again points to
the apostles as being the witnesses.
Then in verse 42 (still paying attention to the personal pronouns),
Peter adds, “And he commanded

Continued from Page 1
other two elders did not comment
much until after Roger had finished. They said: “Roger, we think
it is time for a preacher change
here at Hillside.” Roger replied,
“We have a fine Gospel preacher,
who is sound in his teaching,
faithful in his life, and a diligent
worker. Why should we make a
change?” They said: “Do you not
believe we have the authority as
elders to do this? We just believe
that he has caused trouble here
lately with his views on fellowship.”
“What wrong has he done, and
what error has he taught?” Roger
asked. “This is a matter of judgment, Roger, and our judgment is

that for the welfare of the congregation we need to make a change.
We have that authority.” “Yes, elders do have authority in the matter of hiring or changing preachers. However, can we please God
by getting rid of a preacher because
he is teaching and doing what is
right? I have a major problem with
that. Rather than dealing with the
error of an area congregation, are
we just going to make a scapegoat
of our preacher for pointing out
that error to us? I also have a big
problem with keeping that flyer up
in the foyer. That Gospel Meeting
is just a little over two weeks away
and members are asking us if we
are going as a group as we usually

us to preach unto the people, and
to testify that it is he which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of
quick and dead.” This points us to
the Great Commission when Jesus
appeared to His apostles and gives
them this commission, thus the
apostles are witnesses.
While we could continue, we
have set forth the case there are
no witnesses today. If they claim
such, they are simply false witnesses because they were not there
to actually see and hear Jesus when
He lived, died, and rose again. Let
us leave the terminology that is
used today where it originated: the
denominations. We have the obligation to “speak as the oracles of
God” (1 Pet. 4:11) and not promote
denominational error. Let us preach
the Gospel to the world and not our
personal testimonies. Our personal
testimonies will save no one, but
the Gospel of Christ “is the power
of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16)

MH

do. Another thing that bothers
me is that we have not alerted the
eldership there as to this problem.
This is something that must be
done!” The other elders replied,
“Roger, you and the preacher are
going to split this congregation if
you continue on this course.” “No,”
he replied, “I am not going to allow
you to place the blame on those
who desire to stand for the right. If
this congregation becomes divided
it will be because everyone, especially the leadership, did not stand
behind preaching and practices
that are sound in the faith.” “Well,”
they replied, “enough has been said
tonight. Let us think on these matters and pray about them.” Roger
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Realized Eschatology
Debate
Howard Daniel Denham & Holger Neubauer
September 13-16, 2016
Baymont Inn Conference Center
South Haven, Michigan
7:00 pm each evening
The propositions will be:
Howard Daniel Denham will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general
resurrection of the dead is yet future and is a
bodily resurrection.
Holger Neubauer will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general
resurrection is a bodily resurrection and is not
still future.
replied, “Brethren, all that I have
said tonight is in love for you, the
church, the truth, and the Lord.
I have no ill-will toward you, but
I am not going to compromise in
this matter.”
With this the meeting ended
and the next few weeks would be a
long, hard “row to hoe” for Roger
and the preacher at Hillside. Both
of them and their families began
to receive the silent treatment
from various members there. Yet,
there was a minority element who
stood right behind the truth. By
this time, the issue was clear and
well-known to the congregation.
Roger and his wife were wondering
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what they would do. All the other
area congregations were weaker
than Hillside and had more problems. Where would they go? What
would they do if they had to leave?
Roger made an attempt to meet
with the elders one more time
regarding the area Gospel Meeting, now only ten days away, but
it was to no avail. He informed
them that it was his Christian duty
to go to the eldership of the other
congregation, present them with
the evidence, and tell them why
that he himself could not support
this effort. He said: “Hopefully,
they will examine and accept the
evidence that you did not.” Roger

and the preacher asked Tom if he
wanted to go with them, and he
agreed.
They met with the other eldership but their efforts were not well
received. Again, they were chided
for trying to “police” the brotherhood. Meanwhile, after the service
on Wednesday night at Hillside,
the other two elders called a meeting with Roger and the Hillside
preacher. They said: “We received
a phone call last night and were
informed that you met with the
other eldership. You know that you
have violated the authority of this
eldership don’t you?” “No,” Roger
replied, “We have obeyed the au-

thority of God over men, like the
apostles who said: ‘We ought to
obey God rather than men’ (Acts
5:29). You were forbidding us to
warn others regarding error.” They
then said to the preacher: “We,
as the majority of the eldership
have decided that you must leave
Hillside.” He said, “Brethren, the
things I have done have not been
done in disrespect toward you, but
in respect for what God demands
of Gospel preachers: ‘I charge thee
therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach
the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine’ (2 Tim. 4:1-2). If I must
go, then I must go, but I will go
knowing that I have preached the
Bible and contended earnestly for
the faith, as we are commanded in
Jude 3.”
In all of this confusion, Sue’s
parents had returned to the North
congregation and were working
overtime to get Tom and Sue to
do the same. Yet, they held their
ground. They remembered a recent
sermon where the preacher pointed out that in speaking and doing
God’s will we will face opposition,
but that when we stand for the
truth the rewards will be great, as
Jesus taught:

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice,
and be exceeding glad: for great is
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which
were before you (Mat. 5:10-12).

They also concluded that they

had faced many trials in standing
for the truth. Sue wisely observed,
“Satan does not like it when we do
right, and he tries to hinder us!”
Eventually, as more unscriptural
compromises were made and more
attacks against the truth, Roger
resigned as an elder. The preacher
relocated to another state, and
Tom and Roger and their families,
along with twenty-five other people, withdrew from Hillside. They
formed a new congregation across
town and were highly criticized for
it by the area congregations. However, they had the joy and peace of
the Lord, knowing that they had
done the will of God. They realized
that having the presence of God is
more important than the praises
of men. Paul declared: “For do I
now persuade men, or God? or do
I seek to please men? for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the
servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10).

came.” Tom observed: “The Word
of God has the power to revive and
give strength as the Bible teaches!”
Indeed, strong Biblical preaching brings revival and strength:

And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).
For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12).

Tom’s son remarked, “I know
that after we started going to Hillside, his strong preaching helped
me. There was a nice looking girl
in my class who kept inviting me
to dances. One time I was tempted
to go and he preached a strong
sermon on dancing, immodest
apparel, and other worldly things.
CONCLUSION
That sermon really made me think
A year after forming the new
and helped me out.” His sister then
congregation, Tom and Sue had
said: “I remember how we had to
Roger and his family over to their
get me a new wardrobe of clothes
house for a meal. After eating they after we started hearing that strong
were sitting around the table talkpreaching. His preaching and the
ing. Roger informed them that he
Biblical teaching we received in Bihad heard from the former Hillside ble class helped me to see the light
preacher: “He is doing very well in about immodest apparel.” Sue then
his new location. He is having to
said: “It helped our whole family,
support himself by other work, but Tom and me, to realize more in
still has time to study with the lost. this area. We never got that kind
They have baptized seven people
of specific teaching at North.”
into Christ in the last year and
“Roger,” Tom said, “your teaching
have restored five. The congregafrom the Bible has also helped us.
tion there is now up to thirty-five
I know that we have cleaned up
people. When we visited with
our TV viewing and some of the
them a few weeks ago, one of the
magazines that were laying around
older members there said that his
the house we have thrown away afstrong preaching from the Word
ter coming under sound preaching
of God had really revived that con- and teaching. We actually threw
gregation, which was dwindling
those DVDs and magazines in the
down and getting weaker until he
garbage dumpster!”
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Sound teaching from the Word
of God really does lead to higher
standards of living and better
morality, and helps people to overcome temptation. We read concerning Paul’s work in the Gospel
at Ephesus:

And this was known to all the Jews
and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and
the name of the Lord Jesus was
magnified. And many that believed
came, and confessed, and shewed
their deeds. Many of them also
which used curious arts brought
their books together, and burned
them before all men: and they
counted the price of them, and
found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the word of
God and prevailed (Acts 19:17-20).

Also, they began to reflect
about how many people had come
forward at Hillside and at the new
congregation after hearing strong
Biblical preaching. “Yes,” Roger’s
wife said, “this strong preaching
that some people criticize causes
us to examine ourselves and to
seek prayers for our weaknesses
and spiritual failures.” Lessons
from the Word of God do encourage people to “examine themselves” (2 Cor. 13:5), and to ask for
the prayers of the church if they
have faults to be confessed: “Confess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye may
be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much” (Jam. 5:16).
They discussed various individuals who had been converted to
Christ out of denominationalism
due to Biblical studies in the home
and distinctive sermons on various
religious errors. They discussed
the fact that souls had obeyed the
Gospel of Christ, because they had
been stirred by powerful preaching
6		 Defender		
July 2016

from the Word of God, like those
on Pentecost:

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom
ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ. Now when they heard this,
they were pricked in their heart,
and said unto Peter and to the rest
of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do? Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost… Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand
souls (Acts 2:36-38, 41).

As well, there were those whose
marriage problems and other personal problems had been overcome
by looking to the Word of God for
strength and guidance. Roger concluded, “There really is no excuse
for not following the Bible in our
preaching and teaching, and in our
personal lives, because it is profitable for us and brings salvation, as
Paul wrote to Timothy:

And that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works (2 Tim.
3:15-17).

Tom observed, “I never envisioned that I would be up preaching the Gospel, but due to the
strength that I have received from
the godly examples and strong
preaching in the last two years,
with God’s help, I am able to do
it.” Roger added, “If it were not for

what you have said, we would not
have had the strength to start a
new congregation and to be sharing the pulpit as we now are. It also
has caused us to be evangelistic.
It reminds me of what Paul said
to the Ephesian elders: ‘And how I
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you,
and have taught you publickly,
and from house to house’ (Acts
20:20).” Tom said also, “There is
another thing there in Acts 20
that reminds me of something the
preacher said to Hillside before he
left: ‘Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from
the blood of all men. For I have not
shunned to declare unto you all
the counsel of God’ (Acts 20:2627).” Roger responded: “Although
we have been through a lot because
we have stood for the truth, we
know that we told them the truth
and gave them the opportunity to
obey. I do pray that more of them
will repent.”
That night they all concluded
that in spite of all the trials they
had been through, that they were
joyful in Christ and enjoyed the
peace of God, knowing that they
had stood up for Him. “And the
peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Phi. 4:7). They also observed that their sufferings had
made them closer to God and
stronger in the Lord, as James
said: “My brethren, count it all joy
when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience”
(Jam. 1:2-3). Before having prayer,
tears were shed as they sang a song
about heaven being worth all that
they had suffered.
The following Lord’s day the

new congregation was issued the
challenge by one of the brethren,
to always stand for Christ and
His Word, and never back down,
as Paul taught: “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). They were also
reminded of the warning that Jesus
made: “For whosoever shall be
ashamed of me and of my words,
of him shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he shall come in
his own glory, and in his Father’s,
and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26).
Those who confess Jesus in their
lives and teaching will one day
be richly rewarded: “Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before
men, him will I confess also before
my Father which is in heaven. But

On the top of page four of this
issue of Defender, you will notice
the advertisement of the debate that
has been arranged between brother
Daniel Denham and Hogler Neubaurer. This debate came as a result
of the damnable false doctrine that
began to be taught in the Lord’s
church back in the early 1970s
promoted by Max King and his heretical book, The Spirit of Prophecy.
Don Preston of Ardmore, OK, has
caused no little problem advocating
this error, and more recently some
apostates in Michigan (Holger Neubaurer and Steve Baisden among
others) have been causing great
problems in that area.
Because of these errors and
the fact that many are not all that
familiar with the doctrine and how
to meet it, we made the determina-

whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny before
my Father which is in heaven”
(Mat. 10:32-33).
Indeed, we need to go back to
Biblical preaching in many congregations. When a congregation refuses to receive and obey the whole
counsel of God, those in it who
love Christ and the truth must depart and find a congregation which
does! If they are unable to do so,
the faithful must join together and
start a new work for the Lord.
There are many brethren today who refuse to endure sound
doctrine, especially in such areas
as: church discipline; marriage,
divorce and remarriage; and
Scriptural fellowship. Those who
desire to please the Lord and go to
heaven must follow the principles
exemplified in the story we have

considered. Preachers must preach
the Word! Elders and leaders
must back it up and all members
must receive it properly, as God
demands. Husbands and wives,
mothers and fathers, and children,
who love their own souls and those
of their family, will take a stand for
God as the family in our story.
Gospel preachers, let us never
cease to preach that old Jerusalem
Gospel, regardless of the cost, like
the apostles who refused to back
down, even when their very lives
were at stake:

And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. And daily
in the temple, and in every house,
they ceased not to teach and preach
Jesus Christ (Acts 5:41-42).
Mt. Pleasant, TN

Financial Help

tion to have our Fortieth Annual
Bellview Lectureship exposing this
doctrine.
During the lectureship, we
made a public challenge to Preston,
Baisden, and/or Neubaurer to debate what is one of the main issues
regarding this error. That debate
challenge was not accepted; however, negotiations continued and
the debate advertised on page four
was agreed to by the participants.
With the debate agreed to, it
takes money for brethren to travel
to Michigan (especially living in
Florida like brother Denham) and
stay for several nights. Thus, brother Denham sent out this message
on Facebook making an appeal for
help financially.

As many are aware I am preparing
to meet Holger Neubauer in debate
Sept. 13-16 in South Haven, MI. The

eldership at the North River Church
of Christ has agreed to oversee
funds to help defray the cost of my
supplies, travel, room, and board for
the debate. The estimated cost will
be approximately $2500 to $3000. If
anyone wishes to contribute to this
cause, then please make checks payable to the North River Church of
Christ at P.O. Box 527 Parrish, FL
34219 and earmark it for the debate
fund. If you cannot contribute, then
please pray for our effort in opposing the damnable Hyper-Preterist
doctrine of Holger Neubauer which
is dividing congregations of the
Lord’s church.

It is our prayer that faithful
brethren will be able help financially, but if you cannot help in that
way, please be praying for the Truth
to prevail and souls to be spared
this erroneous doctrine.
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Failure to Correct
Lee Moses

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

Every Christian should be
thankful for the corrective instruction of God’s Word. Were it
not for the correction provided by
His Word, a Christian would be
doomed to apostasy and eternal
destruction upon his first sin following baptism. Correction is one
of the great functions of God’s
Word. Even as Christians are entrusted with the ministry of proclaiming God’s Word (2 Tim. 4:2;
2:2), they are also entrusted with
the duty of correction. This is not
the duty of correcting every person
with whom one has a personal
disagreement, but of correcting
those who err outside of the way
of Christ. Yet, Christians often
fail in this regard: They will sit
quietly by as denominationalists
stand condemned, they will hold
their tongues while false teachers
shout forth error, and they will
blind themselves to the problem
when loved ones have “eyes full
of adultery, and that cannot cease
from sin.” Following are some of

the reasons why so many fail with
regard to correction.
Complex about Conflict
A necessary prerequisite to
correction is rebuke. How else is
one to be motivated to do right if
he does not know that he is doing
wrong? However, rebuke is associated with conflict, and many
Christians have a complex about
conflict. This is not unnatural.
Most people do not desire to make
enemies. This should especially be
so of the Christian, as the Gospel
commands, “If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18).
Conflict should be neither sought
nor desired. However, notice that
this instruction had to be qualified with ‘‘if it be possible.”
The same Gospel which commands Christians to live peaceably when possible also commands Christians not to shy
away from necessary conflict: “ye
should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered
unto the saints” (Jude 3). Many
other times does the New Testament stress the importance of
not shying away from necessary
conflict (see Mat. 10:34-35; Eph.

6:10-17; Tit. 1:9-11). Conflict is
uncomfortable, but comfort was
never to be the first priority for
the Christian. Comfort certainly
never held priority for Christ. Do
we simply tell people what they
want to hear so our happiness of
life is not disturbed? Do we allow
the lost to stay lost just so we can
avoid the headache? As the old
covenant instructed Israel, “Thou
shalt not hate thy brother in thine
heart: thou shalt in any wise
rebuke thy neighbour, and not
suffer sin upon him” (Lev. 19:17).
One who refuses to help correct a
brother or sister in need of correction demonstrates hatred for that
person. Words of praise can be
uplifting, but they are not always
what is appropriate.

He that saith unto the wicked,
Thou art righteous; him shall the
people curse, nations shall abhor
him: But to them that rebuke him
shall be delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them (Pro.
24:24-25).

Correction is a two-way blessing—a blessing is pronounced by
God upon the giver of correction
as well as upon the willing recipient (Jam. 5:19-20). A Christian
Continued on Page 4

Notes
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ness, this first statement is simply
wrong. Yet, many believe that one
is holding onto resentment when
it is stated that one will not forgive
without repentance. Others believe
Michael
that when one does not forgive, that
Hatcher
it means that he is not going to be
Email address:
nice to them but mean and hurtful
mhatcher@gmail.com
to the person. So what is forgiveness if it is not being resentful and
hurtful to the person? Forgiveness
There are often discussions that
is simply the absolving of a person
take place regarding forgiveness
from the offense they have commitand whether we should forgive
ted. The Dictionary of Bible Themes
someone who does not repent. It
by Martin Manser begins by saying
is often argued that we should be
that forgiveness is “The freeing of a
gracious enough to simply forgive
person from guilt and its consesomeone no matter what. Is that
quences, including punishment.”
what the Scriptures teach?
The fact is that until a person
There are some who believe we
repents, they are still accountable
should forgive whether or not there for their sin; we have no right to
is repentance will appeal to such
absolve them of their trespass till
passages as Matthew 6:14-15: “For
they do repent.
if ye forgive men their trespasses,
Consider God’s forgiveness.
your heavenly Father will also forDoes God forgive unconditiongive you: But if ye forgive not men
ally? The answer throughout the
their trespasses, neither will your
Scriptures is, No. God’s forgiveFather forgive your trespasses.”
ness is always based upon man’s
They also call upon when Jesus was repentance. Generally, through the
upon the cross and said, “Father,
years we have recognized this basic
forgive them; for they know not
principle. One cannot read the Old
what they do” (Luke 23:34) and
Testament prophets without seeing
Stephen’s similar statement, “lay not the principle of God calling the
this sin to their charge” (Acts 7:60).
people to repentance. When John
While we will consider these
the Baptist and Jesus came on the
matters, prior to doing so we need
scene, they both preached repento have an understanding of forgive- tance for the kingdom of heaven is
ness. Many of the problems regardat hand (Mat. 3:2; Mark 1:15). Jesus
ing the condition placed upon
taught, “I tell you, Nay: but, except
forgiveness and its misunderstandye repent, ye shall all likewise pering would be alleviated if people
ish” (Luke 13:3, 5). As He gave the
understood forgiveness. Sometimes Great Commission, He taught we
even Bible dictionaries do not help
are to go into all the world “And
us out. For example, the Baker
that repentance and remission of
Encyclopedia of the Bible states,
sins should be preached in his name
“Ceasing to feel resentment for
among all nations, beginning at
wrongs and offenses.” (Others have
Jerusalem” (24:47). As the apostles
similar statements.) While it goes
began preaching the Gospel of
on to give other aspects of forgiveChrist, they taught man must
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Forgiveness

repent and be baptized to have the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 3:19).
God gives us time to repent because
He does not desire man to perish
(2 Pet. 3:9). From beginning to end,
we find God’s forgiveness is based
upon man’s repentance.
If, as we are being told regarding
man’s refusal to grant forgiveness
if a person will not repent, the refusal to forgive if a person does not
repent means that we are harboring
a grudge, then the question must
be asked regarding God. If a man
will not repent, is God harboring
a grudge against that man since
God will not forgive him? If not
forgiving one who has not repented
means that we are mean and cruel
to the person, then is not God mean
and cruel to those individuals who
do not repent? When one has a
mistaken view of forgiveness, then
they must view God in this way.
However, we should all know that is
not God’s nature or character.
What should be our attitude
toward one who will not repent?
It would be easy to answer that it
should be the same as God’s attitude toward them and leave it at
that. However, let us notice a few
of the attitudes we should demonstrate toward those who will not
repent. We should have a willingness to forgive, thus we should have
a desire for their repentance so we
can extend that forgiveness. This
willingness is seen in the numerous
passages that teach us to forgive.
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“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: But if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your
trespasses” (Mat. 6:14-15). Passages
teaching the need to forgive do not
exclude the requirement that our
Lord gives for forgiveness to take
place—repentance.
We should also love them and be
good to them. God loves us even if
we do not repent. Paul wrote, “But
God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
Even though man has not repented
and God had not extended forgiveness, He sent Christ to die for us
because of His great love for us.
God uses His goodness to bring
about our repentance: “Or despisest
thou the riches of his goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering; not
knowing that the goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance?” (2:4).
We should express the same love for
those who have sinned against us
and the doing of good to them to,
prayerfully, bring them to repentance. Why would we do anything
worse to them than we would to an
enemy? Jesus taught among other
things, “But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Mat.
5:44). If that is our attitude toward
our enemies, then why would we
treat those we are striving to bring
to repentance in some worse way?
We would need to “love…bless…do
good to them” to bring about their
repentance.
Some, however, point to the
statements of Jesus and Stephen at
the time of their death as somehow
evidence that we should forgive

unconditionally. Jesus stated, “Faand more generous than God. Forther, forgive them; for they know
giveness is an act of love and genernot what they do” (Luke 23:34) and
osity on the part of the one grantStephen makes a similar stateing forgiveness. Thus, if God will
ment, “Lord, lay not this sin to their not forgive unless a person repents,
charge” (Acts 7:60). Are these actuand we say we forgive without any
ally statements of forgiveness? Did
conditions, then we are placing
they actually forgive? If it is the case ourselves above God and His great
that Jesus actually forgave those in- mercy. While the person advocating
dividuals who crucified Him, then
unconditional forgiveness no doubt
they were no longer accountable for does not realize it, they have taken
that action. However, we learn in
a position that places them above
Acts 2 that they were still accountGod.
able for crucifying the Son of God
Another negative result of this
because that is the sin with which
viewpoint is that we cheat the sinPeter charged them (2:23, 36). Peter ner out of the opportunity of makwould have no right to charge them ing things right. If a person has a
this way if Jesus forgave their sin.
desire to have heaven as his eternal
They did not receive forgiveness till home, and that person has sinned,
they repented and were baptized
and realizing that sin keeps one out
(2:38).
of heaven, then that person would
Allow me to finish this with a
have a great desire to make things
couple of negative results of this
right and to take care of any sin he
idea of unconditional forgiveness.
commits. A good illustration of this
First, we fail to do what God has
is seen when the prophet Nathan
instructed us to do. God instructs
comes to king David and reproves
us to go to the person who has
him for the sin he has committed
sinned against us and try to corin the situation with Bathsheba. We
rect him (get him to repent). Jesus
certainly thrill to read David’s plea
taught, “Moreover if thy brother
to God for forgiveness in Psalm 51.
shall trespass against thee, go and
David acknowledged his sin and
tell him his fault between thee and
pleaded with God to forgive him.
him alone: if he shall hear thee,
He also was pleading for a clean
thou hast gained thy brother” (Mat. heart and “a right spirit within”
18:15). The idea that I will forgive
him. That shows his penitent atthem without repentance says that
titude as he plead for forgiveness.
what Jesus taught here is not necesLet us always have an attitude of
sary. What Jesus should have said
forgiveness and a desire to forgive
is, “Moreover if thy brother shall
others. Let us always make sure
trespass against thee, just forgive
that we express our love and do
him.” This view simply contradicts
good to those who have commitwhat Jesus taught us to do. Notice
ted a trespass. However, we need to
also in Luke 17:3, Jesus says, “Take
realize that we cannot forgive that
heed to yourselves: If thy brother
individual of his trespass until he
trespass against thee, rebuke him;
repents. Thus, we also need to go to
and if he repent, forgive him.” What those who have trespassed and urge
Jesus said is what we need to do.
their repentance. This is the way
It also says (whether the person
that is right.
realizes it or not) that he is better
MH
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Realized Eschatology
Debate
Howard Daniel Denham & Holger Neubauer
September 13-16, 2016
Baymont Inn Conference Center
South Haven, Michigan
7:00 pm each evening
The propositions will be:
Howard Daniel Denham will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general
resurrection of the dead is yet future and is a
bodily resurrection.
Holger Neubauer will affirm:
Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general
resurrection is a bodily resurrection and is not
still future.
of Christ, there tends to be a
bond formed. When a Christian
is surrounded by those who deny
the Deity of Christ, and then
comes in contact with a denominationalist who believes in the
Apathy to Error
Deity of Christ, there tends to be
The majority of the world
a bond formed. When a Chrishas always followed error. The
tian is surrounded by those who
twenty-first century world is a
have no regard for moral living,
world marked by so many difand then comes in contact with a
ferences and shades of error that
Muslim who lives morally, there
it can be easy to become tolertends to be a bond formed. There
ant of the “lesser error.” When a
is nothing wrong with forming
Christian is surrounded by those
such bonds of friendship, but if
who are members of denominaa Christian is led to believe that
tions, and then comes in contact
with a member of a liberal church the importance of this friend4		 Defender		
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should not let a complex about
conflict prohibit him from helping
another soul either to see or to
reclaim the light of salvation.

ship prohibits him from helping
to correct his friend’s error, he
is bound by an “unequal yoke”
(2 Cor. 6:14). As well, he is really
not being much of a friend at all:
“Open rebuke is better than secret
love. Faithful are the wounds of a
friend; but the kisses of an enemy
are deceitful” (Pro. 27:5- 6).
Some have a fervent desire to
combat what they consider serious error, but they are willing to
spiritually team with those who
are in lesser error to defeat serious error. Those who are in error
are in darkness, and Christians
are to “have no fellowship with

the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them” (Eph.
5:11). Can one be apathetic about
error when fellowshipping it and
refusing to correct it violates the
commandments of God? Can one
be apathetic about error when the
one following error stands condemned? There is certainly a wise,
kind, and judicious way of correcting error, but it must be done.
Indifference to Iniquity
There is nothing in the world
more serious than sin. By sin
man’s perfect fellowship with God
was destroyed (Gen. 3:23-24), by
sin death has become the lot of every man and woman since (Rom.
5:12; Heb. 9:27), and by one’s own
sin will one condemn himself to
eternal torment (Mat. 25:41-46).
Sin is most certainly not to be
taken lightly. Oftentimes people
who are in sin are at least tentatively conscious of their situation.
This puts others in a position
where one who cares about that
person’s situation can truly help
him, but those who are indifferent
to iniquity can greatly harm him.
Once a formerly ignorant person’s
conscience is better instructed,
it can motivate that person to
remove himself from sin. However, if a person’s conscience is instructed that his sin is acceptable,
it is much more difficult to correct
later. What do we tell people when
they ask us about the sin in which
they are involved? Do we help
them—or harm them? As brethren J. W. McGarvey and Philip
Pendleton wrote, “Conscience is
one of God’s greatest gifts, and he
that destroys it [for example, by
telling someone he is okay when
he is not] must answer for it” (The
Fourfold Gospel 76).

We spend time in God’s Word
so we will not be indifferent to iniquity in ourselves (Psa. 119:11)—
neither let us be indifferent to
iniquity in others.
Shortcomings of Self
Oftentimes, we have so many
problems of sin within ourselves
that we feel we are unable and unqualified to correct such problems
in others. We feel hypocritical
trying to correct others when we
ourselves are in need of correction. On one hand, this is proper
reasoning. One who is guilty of
a sin has no business condemning others guilty of the same sin
(Rom. 2:1). One who has serious sin in his life, or a “beam” in
his eye, is not qualified to help
another with a small “mote” in his
eye (Mat. 7:1ff). Only those who
are “spiritual” are entrusted with
restoring one who is overtaken in
a fault (Gal. 6:1).
While one’s sinful shortcomings of self may indeed disable
and disqualify one from helping
another correct his sins, this does
not excuse him from his Christian
duty to “consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good
works” (Heb. 10:24). Similarly, one
who is blemished by sin may be
unable to worship God acceptably
(1 Cor. 11:29; 1 Pet. 3:12), but this
still does not excuse him from his
Christian duty to worship God “in
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). If
in any way our shortcomings of
self-hinder us from performing
our Christian duty, it also becomes doubly our Christian duty
to eliminate those shortcomings,
through the grace of God.

(Luke 19:10). The apostle Paul
preached the Gospel of Jesus
Christ that he might “present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus”
(Col. 1:28). He was deeply grieved
while there were souls dwelling
outside of Christ, removed from
the salvation found only in Him
(see Rom. 10:1; 2 Tim. 2:10). Each
of us should have similar motivation to help souls make the
corrections necessary to be found
in Christ when the final trumpet
sounds. Correction begins with
ourselves and with our families,
carrying over to all those whom
we might have the opportunity to
help. This may be through stern
rebuke, mild chastening, or simply
presenting a statement of truth,
but it is always to be done with
grace and love for God, for the
truth, and for the soul in need of
correction (Col. 4:6; Eph. 4:15).
What causes our failure to
correct? Does a complex about
conflict hinder us from correcting those in need? Correction may
require conflict, but remember:

Brethren, if any of you do err from
the truth, and one convert him;
Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude
of sins (Jam. 5:19-20).

Are other hindrances keeping
us from correcting? A Christian
cannot have apathy to error or
indifference to iniquity when such
is what separates souls from God.
Shortcomings of self, while they
obviously do hinder one from
correcting others, do not provide
an excuse for a failure to correct.
Correction is a Christian’s duty,
and if we are failing in this regard,
we need to correct ourselves.

Conclusion
Jesus came to earth “to seek
and to save that which was lost”
August 2016			 Defender
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Does the Church Save?
C. R. Nichol

A stock expression with preachers who hold union meetings, as well
as some others, is, “We wish to see
people saved, and then let them join
the church of their choice.” Often
you hear, “One church is as good as
another; the church does not save
you.” Many people hold the view
that membership in the church the
Lord built is not necessary to one’s
salvation.
If one church is as good as
another, it must follow that the Mormon Church, built by Joseph Smith,
is as good as the church built by our
Lord. Mr. Smith was finite, limited
in knowledge, and imperfect in character. The Lord is infinite, perfect in
character, and possesses all power.
Do the two compare favorably?
The Lord ordained that through
His church, “the manifold wisdom
of God” is to be made known (Eph.
3:10). Christ is the head of the church
He built (Col. 1:18), but churches
built by men exist by no higher authority than that residing in the men
who built them. Unless a human
institution is as good as a divine institution, it must follow that a church
built by a mere man is not as good as
the church the Lord built.
“There Are Good Men
in All Churches”
It is often said that “There are
good men in all churches.” As the
world measures goodness, I grant
that there are good men in one
church as in another. There are also
good men in the world—men who
are examples of moral rectitude and
in acts of charity. But that does not
prove that the world is as good as
the church. A Christian possesses all
the virtues possessed by the man in
6		 Defender		

the world, and, in addition thereto,
is a child of God, honors Him in
worshipping as He directs, and gives
Him the glory for the acts of charity
performed.
If a man is saved because of his
moral worth, it must follow that the
death of Christ and the grace of God
are not necessary for one’s salvation, for there were moral men in the
world before Christ came to save us.
Cornelius was a man of outstanding
moral righteousness, just in his dealings with his fellows, and fruitful
in acts of charity. But he was not a
member of the church the Lord built,
and it is declared that he was an unsaved man (Acts 10:1-6; 11:14).
Jesus said, “I will build my
church” (Mat. 16:18). He did build
His church (Rom. 16:16). Did the
Lord build a church that was useless
in the economy of Jehovah and unnecessary in the salvation of man?
“The Church Does Not Save”
Often you have heard, “The
church does not save you.” It is
meant by those who make such
remarks that it is not necessary to be
a member of the church to be saved.
All who read their Bibles understand
that God saves. To pardon is the act
of Jehovah. True, one must believe
in the Lord before God pardons him
(Acts 16:31), but it is not faith that
pardons. God forgives; God pardons.
Though one must repent to be
saved (2:38), it is not repentance that
pardons or saves the man—God
saves! Repentance is an act the man
must perform before God will save
him.
One must be baptized to be saved
(Mark 16:16), but it is not baptism
that pardons. God pardons—God
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saves! The church does not save you,
but consider this: Are the saved in
the church or in the world?
Writing to the church at Corinth,
Paul said they were, “sanctified in
Christ Jesus,” “justified in the name
of the Lord,” and “saved by the
gospel” (1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; 15:2). So,
certain as one is enjoying these blessings, that sure is it that he is one of
the number composing the church.
The church does not save, but the
saved ones are in the church.
The Church—The One Body
There is “one body”—there is “but
one body” (Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor. 12:20).
What is the “one body”? “He is the
head of the body, the church” (Col.
1:18). Christ is the head of what? “He
is the head of the body, the church.”
If one is not of the number constituting the church; if he is not one of
the number composing the body of
which Christ is head, is he saved?
When one is prepared in heart
and life; when he believes in the
Lord with all his heart, repents of
his sins, and is baptized as the Lord
commands, he is baptized into the
“one body” (Mark 16:15-16; Acts
2:38; 1 Cor. 12:13). In one verse it is
declared that one is baptized into the
“one body,” and in another verse it
is affirmed that one is baptized “into
Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Hence, to be baptized “into Christ” is to be baptized
into the “body” which is the church.
From this, it follows that if one is
saved without being in the “body,”
he is saved without being in Christ,
for to be “in Christ” is to be in the
“one body.”
In Christ, “we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins” (Eph. 1:7). Salvation is in

Christ. “That they may also obtain
the salvation which is in Christ”
(2 Tim. 2:10). Obtain what? Salvation. Salvation is where? In Christ.
To be in Christ is to be in the “one
body” “which is the church” (Col.
1:24).
From this, it follows that if one is
not in “the body” he is not in Christ,
and if not in Christ, he is not saved.
But to be in “the body” is to be in the
church. “He is the head of the body,
the church.” The church does not
save you, but the church is the saved
ones.
The Church Is Blood-Purchased
Christ is “the propitiation for
our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world”
(1 John 2:2). Though Christ died
for the whole world, not all will be
saved because there are some who

refuse to appropriate the blessings
provided. Those who embrace the
blessings are “loosed” from their sins
by His blood (Rev. 1:5). Who are that
number? “Feed the church of the
Lord which he hath purchased with
his own blood” (Acts 20:28). Those
composing the church are the ones
who have been “loosed” from their
sins by “his own blood.” They are the
purchased ones. It is not the church
that saves you. The church is the
saved number.
“But if I tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living
God” (1 Tim. 3:15). “The house of
God” is “the church of the living
God.” No one entertains the idea
that the house of God is the meeting house in which His children
meet for worship. God’s house is

not composed of brick and mortar,
but of men and women who are His
children. Crispus “believed on the
Lord with all his house” (Acts 18:8).
His house was his family, not his
residence.
Of those saved in Ephesus, Paul
said, “ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with
the saints, and of the household of
God” (Eph. 2:19). Since the church
is the “house of God”—the “household of God”—and one’s household
is composed of his family, it follows
that if one is a child of God, he is
in the household of God. To affirm
that you are a child of God, but not
in the church, is to declare that God
has children not in His household,
or family! The church does not save
you, but the church is the saved
number.
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Christianity Is Not Denominational
Jesse Sewell

Church in the New Testament is
translated from ekklesia and means
“called out,” “assembly,” etc. It might
refer to any kind of “called” meeting
or “assembly” or “congregation.”
The ekklesia of the Lord would be
the “called out,” the “assembly,”
or the “congregation” of the Lord,
and refers to those people who have
been called by the Lord through the
Gospel out of the service of Satan
and into the service of God and
righteousness. This idea is indicated
in John 15:18-19:

If the world hateth you, ye know that
it hath hated me before it hated you. If
ye were of the world, the world would
love its own: but because ye are not of
the world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you.

God’s church—ekklesia—consists
of those chosen out of the world, all
of them, without the exception of a
single one.
Church has three phases of meaning in the New Testament. First, it
is applied to local congregations or
called out assemblies of the Lord, as
in Acts 15:41: “And he went through
Syria and Cilicia, confirming the
churches.” When it is used in this
way, it carries the idea of organization, that is, the idea of the “called

out” of a given community organized together after the New Testament pattern for the worship of God
and the service of humanity.

And when they had appointed for
them elders in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they
had believed (14:23).
And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church
and the apostles and the elders, and
they rehearsed all things that God
had done with them (15:4).
Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole
church, to choose men out of their
company, and send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, chief
men among the brethren (15:22).

Second, church is used in reference to local congregations or
churches in a given province or
political division.

So the church throughout all Judaea
and Galilee and Samaria had peace,
being edified; and, walking in the
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of
the Holy Spirit, was multiplied (9:31).
The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Prisca salute you much in
the Lord, with the church that is in
their house (1 Cor. 16:19).
Moreover, brethren, we make known

to you the grace of God which hath
been given in the churches of Macedonia (2 Cor. 8:1).

Third, the word is employed to
designate the entire congregation of
the Lord, all of the called out of the
earth.

And I also say unto thee, that thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it (Mat.
16:18).
And he is the head of the body, the
church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence (Col. 1:18).

When church is used in its second
and third phases of meaning—referring to churches in a given territory
or to the universal church—it does
not carry with it any idea of organization. There is no suggestion or intimation in church, or otherwise in the
New Testament, that God willed the
organization of the congregations of
any territory or of the entire world in
any manner. There is no suggestion
of any kind of church organization
in the New Testament that is higher
than the local congregation with its
elders and deacons (Phi. 1:1).
This idea of the church is pre-

Continued on Page 6
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Who Dwells With God
Psalm 15
INTRODUCTION
A study of the Psalms is a wonderful study and much needed in
our day. Homer Hailey wrote, “The
Psalms express the deepest emotions of the human heart.” As such,
there is no situation in life for which
the Psalms does not provide guidance. It teaches us how to praise
Jehovah as well as live for Him. This
Psalm, written by David as guided
by the Holy Spirit, deals with the
principles as to how to live.

In this typology the tabernacle represented the church and the temple
represented heaven—the permanent dwelling place of God. Thus,
the questions asked by David, by
inspiration of God, have application
to who is a fit subject for membership in the church of Christ, and
who shall be a partaker of God’s
eternal glory in heaven’s home? This
certainly is a marvelous question
which deserves our rapt attention.
The rest of this Psalm gives us the
answer to these important queries.
THE ANSWER
David begins answering the
question with two general statements and then moves to specific
expressions to answer who will
be pleasing to God and fellowship
Him.

Walketh Uprightly
Walk is used throughout the
Bible for one’s pattern of life and
conduct. It indicates one’s pilgrimage through life. Uprightly is to be
THE QUESTION
David begins by asking the ques- blameless or innocent. Swanson
puts it: “pertaining to a person or
tion: “Lord, who shall abide in thy
condition of moral goodness, with
tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy
a focus of being guiltless and not
holy hill?” Abide suggests a temliable for sin or wrong... pertaining
porary dwelling place, to sojourn,
to not having any moral defect.” To
abide, or stay, but always indicates
only for a time or temporary. While walk uprightly would be to live in a
such a way as to be morally right.
tabernacle means “a nomad’s tent”
Paul informs us that God’s grace
it was more specifically the scared
teaches us three things: (1) to deny,
tent of God which would be put
(2) to live, and (3) to look. “For the
up when the Israelites made camp.
grace of God that bringeth salvation
When it came time for them to
hath appeared to all men, Teaching
move, the Levites would take it
down and carry it upon their shoul- us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
ders. Dwell means to settle down
righteously, and godly, in this presand abide, or to reside. Holy hill
ent world; Looking for that blessed
suggests to us the more permanent
place of Jerusalem where the temple hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour
was built.
Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:11-13). To walk
The Old Testament presents for
uprightly one must deny ungodliour consideration types of those
things found in the New Testament. ness and he must deny worldly lust
2		 Defender		
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(cf., 1 John 2:15-17), then he must
live soberly, righteously, and godly.
This is the man who then can look
for Christ’s second coming because
he knows he has that home with
God in heaven.
Another way Paul expresses the
same thought is that we put off or
mortify certain things and we put
on other things. “Mortify therefore
your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is
idolatry: For which things’ sake the
wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which
ye also walked some time, when ye
lived in them. But now ye also put
off all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication
out of your mouth. Lie not one to
another, seeing that ye have put off
the old man with his deeds; And
have put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:... Put
on therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye. And above all
these things put on charity, which
is the bond of perfectness” (Col.
3:5-14).
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Worketh Righteousness
The one who is a fit subject for
membership with the faithful and
thus for that eternal fellowship with
God is one who works righteousness. He recognizes that the lazy
and indolent are not the type of
person who is right with God. The
Lord condemned the one talent
man calling him lazy. “His lord
answered and said unto him, Thou
wicked and slothful servant, thou
knewest that I reap where I sowed
not, and gather where I have not
strawed” (Mat. 25:26). We are to be
workers in the Lord’s kingdom. “We
then, as workers together with him,
beseech you also that ye receive not
the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor.
6:1).
However, it is not simply working, but working righteousness.
Some are always working evil, instead of righteousness. Notice what
Swanson says about righteousness:
“The act of doing what is required
according to a standard... an act
which is proper according to a standard, and not deviant in any way.”
The question we are then faced with
is: “What is that standard?” The
standard is God’s Word, the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. The Psalmist wrote,
“My tongue shall speak of thy word:
for all thy commandments are righteousness” (Psa. 119:172). Thus, all
of God’s commands are righteousness, but also Paul reveals the same
idea to the Romans concerning
the gospel. “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is
written, The just shall live by faith”
(Rom. 1:16-17).
John reveals, “Little children, let

no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as
he is righteous” (1 John 3:7). Thus,
to be righteous, as God is righteous,
we must do or work righteousness.
The one who works righteousness
is the one who is in fellowship with
God and will receive His blessings.
“But in every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him” (Acts 10:35).

in him. What is on his lips is what
is on his heart. There is a consistency about him. While he is not
going to be tactless (because of
his love for others) neither will he
say something he does not believe.
Adam Clarke writes, “He is a true
man; in him there is no false way.
He is no man of pretenses; speaking
one thing, and meaning another. He
professes nothing but what he feels
and intends; with him there are no
hollow friendships, vain compliments, nor empty professions of esteem, love, regard, or friendship. His
mouth speaks nothing but what his
heart dictates. His heart, his tongue,
and his hand, are all in unison.
Hypocrisy, guile, and deceit, have no
place in his soul.”
The man who dwells with God
is not self-deceived. This man
does not lie to himself. God gives
man the responsibility of examining himself. “Examine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith; prove
your own selves. Know ye not your
own selves, how that Jesus Christ
is in you, except ye be reprobates?”
(2 Cor. 13:5). That takes an honest
evaluation of oneself; he cannot
lie to himself. Paul encouraged the
Corinthians to “let no man deceive
himself” (1 Cor. 3:18). Each one
must be honest with himself.

Speaks Truth In His Heart
David now moves to specific
characteristics of one whose dwelling place will be with God, and
the first thing he deals with is the
powerful little member called the
tongue. The one who dwells with
God realizes that a part of God’s
nature is truth. Falsehoods, deceptions, and lies are of Satan (John
8:44). God will not lie. “And also
the Strength of Israel will not lie
nor repent: for he is not a man, that
he should repent” (1 Sam. 15:29).
“In hope of eternal life, which God,
that cannot lie, promised before the
world began” (Tit. 1:2). Thus, He is
often spoken of as a God of truth
(Deu. 32:4; Psa. 31:5; Isa. 65:16), and
His Word is truth (John 17:17; 2
Sam. 7:28; Psa. 19:9; 119:151). Since
God is a God of truth, one who
dwells with Him must be one of
truth also. If he is a person of truth,
then when he speaks, he will speak
Does Not Backbite
the truth and lie not. “Wherefore
Backbite is to be a tale-bearer
putting away lying, speak every
or to slander someone. The word
man truth with his neighbour: for
originates from someone going
we are members one of another”
on foot to spy out or gain infor(Eph. 4:25). “Lie not one to another, mation. When being used of the
seeing that ye have put off the old
tongue it thus presents to us a
man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9).
person trampling on or kicking
Those who do lie will receive conthe character of another. Clarke
demnation from God (Rev. 21:8, 27; mentions: “The words backbite and
22:15).
backbiter come from the AngloThis man is also a man who is
Saxon bac, the back, and [A.S.], to
sincere and there is no hypocrisy
bite. How it came to be used in the
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sense it has in our language, seems
at first view unaccountable; but it
was intended to convey the treble
sense of knavishness, cowardice,
and brutality. He is a knave, who
would rob you of your good name;
he is a coward, that would speak of
you in your absence what he dared
not to do in your presence; and only
an ill-conditioned dog would fly at
and bite your back when your face
was turned. All these three ideas are
included in the term; and they all
meet in the detractor and calumniator.”
Brother Robert Taylor describes
the backbiter by writing: “He refuses to kick about as a football the
character of an absent person. This
is what the backbiter, the gossiper
and the slanderer majors in on an
ever-widening scale. Embedded in
this term are knavishness, cowardice and brutality. The backbiter
is of extremely low breeding; no
real character adorns him. He is
cowardly in that he fears to say to
a person’s face what he says to that
person’s back. He is brutal because
he maliciously murders or massacres the character of those he
disdains” (30).

practicing the golden rule. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law
and the prophets” (Mat. 7:12).
Does Not Take a Reproach
Against His Neighbor
Reproach “in most instances
the word is used in the sense of
casting scorn” (McComiskey 325).
Previously the psalmist noted that
we are not to backbite, while here
he shows we are not to receive such
attacks against those who are near.
Neighbor here is different than in
the previous statement. This time
it deals with personal relationships
or kinfolks. Generally those who
accept such backbiting and gossip
are swift to spread it to others. If the
hearers would refuse to listen there
would be no forum for the one who
spreads such about others.
Jesus taught us to “take heed
what ye hear: with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you:
and unto you that hear shall more
be given.” (Mark 4:24). What we
hear will affect us as to whom we
are and what we believe about others. When we fill our minds with
garbage about others, it will destroy
our love for them. Therefore, we
must be careful what we hear.

Does Not Do Evil
to His Neighbor
While the previous characteristic
Despises a Vile Person
dealt with speaking evil, this one
Vile is one who is a reprobate or
deals with one’s actions. He does
has been rejected. Swanson partially
not act in an evil way toward othdefines it as “pertaining to one for
ers. The original word—translated
which another has feelings of averneighbor—has a meaning of friend
sion.” Despised (ASV, while the KJV
or associate and sometimes simply
has contemned) is to be considered
as another or other. Evil is wickedworthless, to be despicable or deness, mischief, trouble, hurt, or ill.
spised, to hold in contempt. The one
Paul says that the fulfilling of the
who dwells with God is not going
law is to love one another (Rom.
to hold up as exemplary one who
13:8). When we have a love one to
does those things which is opposed
another we will not be doing evil
to God. That one who is an enemy
to our neighbor. Instead we will be
of God because he lives contrary to
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God’s Word will be despised by the
one who follows God.
Often we get out of focus within
our lives because of physical things.
We view the rich man and honor
him. This is not a new phenomena
as it is seen from James 2:1-9. We
desire to be like the great sports star
(remember the commercial: “Be
like Mike”) and honor them. Hollywood turns many a head with all
their glamor and glitz. Yet, these are
often the most degenerate, morally
perverted people in the world.
Smoking, drinking, immodesty,
immorality, and worldliness of all
sorts are encouraged by our society.
These types of wickedness are
what is expected of so many today,
but especially our young people.
The consequences of this lifestyle
is never presented. The Christian
will detest these and other sins and
those who engage in them. The
Christian’s fellowship is with the
righteous, not the wicked. “And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).
There is also the false teacher
that so many will flock to because
of their smooth and fair speeches.
Often the defense is along the lines
that they are converting so many.
Sadly though, they are not converting anyone to Christ. Inspiration
teaches us that we are not to even
bid false teachers a greeting lest we
become partakers of their evil deeds
(2 John 9-11). We should never uphold the false teacher.
Honors Those Who Fear God
The one who loves God will love
those who fear God. While fear can
have the meaning of being afraid,
it generally carries the idea of a
reverential fear or a respect shown
to a superior. Probably within the

context it is dealing with righteous
behavior. Andrew Bowling would
write, “It is plausible that this usage
of ‘to fear’ as a virtual synonym for
righteous living or piety grew out
of viewing ‘fear’... as the motivation
which produced righteous living.”
We should uphold that one who
is living a faithful life. We should
show that person honor or glorify
him. Yet, many often speak evil of
those who are righteous. Do you
roast the preacher or the song leader
on the way home? Do you have the
elders for lunch? We often witness
those who are righteous being torn
asunder by unjust attacks, and then
we wonder why young people are
leaving the Lord’s church.
In this and the previous characteristic, David is showing that
the person who dwells with God is
the one who centers on character,
not outward circumstances. Those
outward circumstances are of little
importance to this person. Riches,
power, influence, money or the
opposites of all these things means
nothing to the Christian. If one is
living a righteous life, the Christian glorifies or honors him. This
is the type of person the Christian
is going to fellowship. The one who
dwells with God makes those who
live for God his friends, not those in
the world (Jam. 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17).
Swears to His Own Hurt
Without Changing
This is a man who keeps his
word, even when keeping his word
is harmful to himself or the result
will be a loss for him. He does not
need the courts to force him to keep
his word for his word is his bond.
He takes to heart what Jesus said,
“But let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever
is more than these cometh of evil”

(Mat. 5:37). Robert Taylor points
out: “Obviously, this psalmist is not
speaking about one who vows to
do wrong. To carry out an evil vow
only compounds the problem as in
the case with Herod Antipas, Herodias, Salome and John the Baptist
(Mark 6:16-28)” (30).
One person illustrated this
principle to this author by using
the example of selling some land.
The seller made a deal to sell his
land for a certain amount. A little
later another buyer offered him a
substantial more amount of money.
Many would break the deal with
the first to get the additional money.
The God-approved man will keep
his word even if he must make a
personal sacrifice to keep it.

herently wrong. The lord in the parable of the talents even tells the man
given one talent that he should have
put his money to the exchangers
so he could have his with interest
(Mat. 25:27). Charging an interest rate on loans is not wrong, but
taking advantage of others is sinful.
The man who dwells with God will
not be like a money-sucking loanshark. The man who has the right to
reside with God is the man who is
fair and honest in his dealings with
others. This is also pointed out in
the next point which the psalmist
gives.

Takes Not a Reward
Against the Innocent
The one who is approved of God
and thus dwelling with Him will
Does Not Practice Usury
not take a bribe against the innoAmong Webster’s definitions
cent. The Law of Moses forbad takof usury is: “an unconscionable or
ing bribes to put an innocent person
exorbitant rate or amount of interto death: “Cursed be he that taketh
est; specifically : interest in excess
reward to slay an innocent person.
of a legal rate charged to a borrower And all the people shall say, Amen”
for the use of money.” Swanson
(Deu. 27:25). “The abuse of jurisprugives this definition: “interest, i.e.,
dence and the miscarriage of justice
a charge for borrowing money
was of such frequent occurrence
as a gain to the borrower, with a
that it is especially mentioned in
focus on the improper, demanding
the ancient code of Hebrew law, the
way that the borrower may exact
Book of the Covenant (Ex. 23:1-3,
repayment, note: when the interest
6-8). This law is taken up again in
is considered excessive, translate
Dt. 16:19. In fact the Old Testa‘usury.’” Robert Taylor points out:
ment abounds with allusions to
“Usury here derives from a Hebrew the corruption and venality of the
term that means ‘to bite’ ” (31).
judicial bench (Lev. 19:15; Ps. 15:5;
Adam Clarke presses this point by
Prov. 17:23; Isa. 1:23; 5:23; Am. 5:12;
saying, “The word neshech, which
Mic. 3:11; 7:3; Zeph. 3:3)” (Fensham
we translate usury, comes from
1166). The righteous man is a man
nashach, to bite as a serpent; and
of justice and integrity, not somehere must signify that biting or deone who is for sale to the highest
vouring usury, which ruins the man bidder. The Law also stated: “Thou
who has it to pay.”
shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt
While it was forbidden for the
not respect persons, neither take a
Israelite to loan money with interest gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of
to an Israelite who was poor (Exo.
the wise, and pervert the words of
22:25), charging interest was not in- the righteous” (Deu. 16:19). Many
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of our politicians should take heed
what God stated here concerning
the taking of gifts blinding the eyes.
The God approved man will not sell
truth for anything. “Buy the truth,
and sell it not; also wisdom, and
instruction, and understanding”
(Pro. 23:23).

ing our Creator and Redeemer.

CONCLUSION
The one who lives in this way
will never be moved. He must be
a doer of these things. James sates,
“But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed”
(Jam. 1:25). There has always been a
continued stress upon man’s doing
or acting upon God’s Word, and
upon man’s doing God’s Word, he
will then be blessed by God. Jesus
taught that the one who has entrance into the kingdom of heaven
is the one who does the will of the

Father (Mat. 7:21-23).
Jesus also stated that the one
who heard his sayings and does
them is a wise man: “Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings
of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man, which
built his house upon a rock: And
the rain descended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for
it was founded upon a rock” (Mat.
7:24-25). This corresponds to what
David is saying. When you do these
things, then whatever may come,
you will be able to stand for your
life is founded upon the Rock of
Ages. Robert Taylor states, “No one
may move him away; he cannot
be dislodged from such. He will
not apostatize because doing these
things will keep him safely removed
from the apostate highway” (31). Because he will not apostatize, he will
be granted to enter into heaven’s
home to spend an eternity glorify-

Continued from Page 1
sented in numerous figures of speech
in the New Testament. We have the
“vineyard” with Christ as the husbandman and the called out as the
“vines” (John 15:1-2).
There is also the figure of the vine
and the branches with Christ as the
true vine and each saved individual
a branch in the vine (15:5-6). Then
we see the figure of a sheep-fold with
Christ as the great shepherd and the
redeemed as the sheep (10:15-16).
Again, it is presented as a sheep-fold
with Christ as the door by which the
sheep enter (10:7-9).
The idea of the called out body of
Christ—the church of Christ—is also
presented in the figure of a family
with God as the Father, Christ the

elder Brother, and all of the “called
out” as brethren in the family, heirs
of God, joint heirs with Christ
(1 Tim. 3:14-15; Rom. 8:17; Gal. 3:2627; 4:7).
Then we have the figure in which
the church is presented as a human
body. “And he is the head of the body,
the church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence” (Col. 1:18).
In all these figures we have the
picture of oneness, unity, and harmony. The idea of division is not once
suggested. We do not see the picture
of a vineyard divided into a hundred
different blocks with each conducted
in such a way that conflicts with
the others. We see a great vineyard,

all arranged in a most harmonious manner, conducted under the
direction of one husbandman for His
glory. We do not see Christ as many
vines with distinct, separate clusters
of branches in each vine, with each
of these vines growing and producing separate fruit. Instead, we see
one great, glorious vine, Jesus Christ,
with every redeemed soul a branch
in Him, saved and sustained by Him,
and bearing the same kind of fruit
for Him.
We do not see a sheep-fold divided
up into several hundred small flocks,
each conducted by a different shepherd, and in competition with each
other. Instead, the Bible shows us one
great wonderful sheep-fold with one
shepherd, Jesus Christ.
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We do not see several sheep-folds
with as many different doors. The
Bible shows us only one sheep-fold
with only one door and all of Christ’s
called out entering in through that
one door.
We do not see in the divine
picture several hundred separate
families, with different fathers and
at variance with each other. The
church of the New Testament is not

portrayed as a group of different
families all claiming God as Father,
but a single unified family.
We do not see five or six hundred
separate, distinct human bodies,
with five or six hundred heads, or
with Christ as head of all of them
while they war, contend, and fight
one another. In all of these divine
pictures, there is not the faintest intimation that suggests division or such

a thing as denominational Christianity. In all of the pictures there is
oneness, harmony, cooperation, and
undenominational Christianity.
The church of Christ is not a denomination. You can be a Christian,
serve God according to His Word,
live a life devoted to Him, die, and go
to heaven without ever belonging to a
denomination.
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A Review Of The Denham/Neubauer Debate
Realized Eschatology
Bruce Stulting

The Denham – Neubauer debate
on Realized Eschatology took place
September 13-16, 2016, in South
Haven, Michigan. Howard Daniel
Denham affirmed: The Scriptures
teach that the general resurrection
of the dead is yet future and is a
bodily resurrection (Holger Neubauer denies). Holger Neubauer
affirmed: The Scriptures teach that
the general resurrection is a bodily
resurrection and is not still future
(Howard Daniel Denham denies).
Both disputants believe in a Second
Coming of Christ, a resurrection,
and a judgment. The main difference between the two positions
in this debate centers on the time
of the Second Coming and the
nature/purpose of the Second
Coming.
This was a four-night debate
with each disputant having two
nights in the affirmative and two
nights in the negative. Three
twenty minute speeches were presented each night by the affirmative
speaker. Each affirmative speech
was followed by a twenty-minute
speech from the negative speaker.
This is a really good format as it

allows the affirmative speaker to
effectively lay out his argument and
allows the negative speaker ample
time to respond.
Brother Denham was in the affirmative for the first two nights of
the debate with brother Neubauer
following in the negative. Brother
Denham did an excellent job presenting several arguments during
his time in the affirmative, the first
of which was based on Acts 1:9-11
and proved to be very effective. In
this verse, the angel informs the
apostles that Jesus would return in
“the same way or manner in which
He left” and “in which manner
you saw Him going into heaven.”
Brother Denham argued that since
Jesus left literally, personally, visibly, and bodily, then He would
return in the same manner (i.e.,
literally, personally, visibly, and
bodily). Reference was also made
to Revelation 1:7 which states:
“Behold, he cometh with clouds;
and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and
all kindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him. Even so, Amen.”
The fact is, these events did not

occur in ad 70 and are thus, yet
future. Space limits our discussion
of the rest of brother Denham’s
arguments, however, this one is
sufficient to prove the proposition.
Neubauer never attempted to
answer the affirmative material
that Denham presented. In fact,
Neubauer spent much, if not all,
of this negative speeches presenting affirmative material. He spent
a good deal of his time discussing
the phrase “at hand.” Neubauer
went so far as to say that “at hand”
always and without exception
meant that the event referred to
was imminent. He concluded that
the Second Coming of Christ could
not be hundreds or thousands
of years in the future. Denham
responded by presenting several
Old Testament prophecies where
the phrase “at hand” obviously
referred to events that were not fulfilled for hundreds of years. This
forced Neubauer to invent the term
“projected imminence” which he
asserts means that the event would
be “imminent” at some “future”
time. However, he never gave any
Continued on Page 3
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5. In some sense in the hearts
of those who obey the Gospel
(Rev. 3:20)
6. Through the agency of the Roman army (i.e., the destruction
Michael
of Jerusalem—Mat. 24:3-15;
Hatcher
Luke 21:20)
Email address:
7. In judgment upon the Roman
mhatcher@gmail.com
Empire (in the calamites and
armies that invaded it—Rev.
13:17-19)
Beginning September 13 and
8. Providentially (i.e., in judggoing through September 16, I atment upon evil nations over
tended (and hopefully helped out
the centuries—Psa. 9:17)
in a small way) the debate at South
9. Removing the candlestick of
Haven, Michigan, between Daniel
an unfaithful church (i.e., the
Denham and Holger Neubauer
Ephesian church—Rev. 2:5)
as brother Denham defended the
10. Coming in judgment upon the
truth regarding the resurrection.
church at Pergamos (because
The first two nights he affirmed:
of the doctrines of Balaam and
“The Scriptures teach that the genthe Nicolaitans—Rev. 2:14-16)
eral resurrection of the dead is yet
11. To punish the false prophetess
future and is a bodily resurrection”
Jezebel and her followers at
while Holger Neubauer denied.
Thyatira (Rev. 2:22-25).
After defining his proposition, he
As one looks at these various
then explained what he was not
comings, the majority of them are
affirming, and what Neubauer had
figurative in nature. Then it was
already admitted.
pointed out that Christ is coming
One of the telling points is when again and that coming is a literal,
brother Denham set forth eleven
visible, personal, and bodily comways in which Christ is said to
ing (Acts 1:11) in which every eye
come. Neubauer and those holding
will see Him (Rev. 1:7). This comthe realized eschatological (ad 70,
ing is generally referred to as the
hyper or full preterist) view must
Second Coming, and at that time
deny these various ways so they
the general resurrection is to occur.
can hold that the only coming of
Brother Denham pointed out
Christ (after His first advent) is at
that relative to the general resurthe destruction of Jerusalem. These rection, it is either a resurrection
eleven ways are:
out of physical death, or it is a
1. Personally and liberally (i.e.,
resurrection out of spiritual death.
the virgin birth—Mat. 1:23)
This general resurrection is not a
2. In the person and work of the
resurrection out of spiritual death,
Holy Spirit (i.e., Pentecost—
thus it must be a resurrection out
John 14:17-18; Mat. 10:23)
of physical death. This brought us
3. Through the agency of dreams to the key question of the debate:
and visions (Acts 9:5-6; 18:9)
Have all the dead been raised out of
4. By abiding with those who
physical death? The obvious answer
keep His Word (John 14:23)
is no! Yet, this is the very point that
destroys the realized eschatologist’s
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view.
Another key question that lead
to brother Denham’s first argument
was: Is there any text in the New
Testament that uses literal language
of a coming of Christ from heaven
after His birth? If there is, then it
must be interpreted literally, and
cannot be construed figuratively or
treated as apocalyptic in nature. If
the language must be taken literally, then it must be describing a
literal event. The destruction of
Jerusalem in ad 70 was not a literal
return of Christ but a figurative
return accomplished by the agency
of the Roman army.
This introduced the first argument taken from Acts 1:9-11:

And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was
taken up; and a cloud received him
out of their sight. And while they
looked stedfastly toward heaven as
he went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel; Which
also said, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.

Jesus was literally, personally, visibly, and bodily taken into
heaven and two angels told the
apostles that He would return “in
like manner as you have seen him
go into heaven.” Thus, Jesus must
return literally, personally, visibly,
and bodily. It is obvious that Jesus
has not returned in such a manner.
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Thus, His return as prophesied
by the angels in Acts 1:9-11 is yet
future. Since that return entails the
general resurrection from the dead,
the only conclusion possible is that
the general resurrection from the
dead is yet future.
Sadly, but probably not unexpectedly, brother Neubauer did
not really deal with what brother
Denham presented. I believe this
first affirmative speech and the first
arguments presented totally destroyed the erroneous views Neubauer and realized eschatologists
(ad 70, hyper or full preterist) hold.
What Neubauer did during the
debate was to simply proclaim his
views without offering any rebuttal
to the arguments presented.
When brother Neubauer took
the affirmative position with his
proposition: “The Scriptures teach
that the general resurrection is a
bodily resurrection and is not still
future,” instead of offering any real
arguments, he simply declared his
position. It appeared as if he came
to the debate to simply have people

accept what he stated without any
evidence or proof of its truthfulness.
An important observation is
that both disputants conducted
themselves in a very orderly
fashion while firmly stressing the
points they wished to make. It was
an honorable discussion in that
regard. In the manner in which
the disputants treated each other,
it exemplified the manner in which
debates should take place.
The debate may be viewed on
my YouTube page: “52MichaelH.”
It is in a separate playlist titled:
“Howard Daniel Denham - Holger Neubauer Debate on Realized
Eschatology.” I encourage everyone
to view the debate and pay close
attention to all the arguments
presented. Brethren, we must be
prepared to withstand this cankerous doctrine (2 Tim. 2:17-18) and
this is one effective way of preparing ourselves.
Not everything that happens
can be captured by the cameras.
One funny illustration is that on

the congregation’s website where
Steve Baisden preaches (Holger
Neubauer’s moderator) it had that
the King James was the most
accurate translation. In one of
Neubauer’s arguments, he attacked
the credibility of the KJV as not
being accurate opting for other
translations. When brother Denham pointed out what was said on
Baisden’s website, Neubauer leaned
over to Baisden asking him about it
to which Baisden nodded his head
that brother Denham was correct.
Neubauer leaned back in his chair
and simply rolled his eyes. It was
one of the funny episodes in the
debate that the camera simply cannot capture.
There is the agreement of a
return debate between these same
two disputants on the same propositions that is presently scheduled
to be held at the Bellview congregation April 20-23, 2017. We would
encourage all to be making your
plans to attend.

Continued from Page 1
proof to support this position or
guidelines as to when “at hand” was
to be taken as “future imminent.”
Obviously “at hand” is “future
imminent” only when it supports
Neubauer’s position!
In the final two nights of the debate, Neubauer was in the affirmative. However, he never got around
to fully defining his proposition or
making an affirmative argument.
Once again, Neubauer failed to
follow debate procedure by offering
negative material when he was in
the affirmative position. Several
blunders were made by Neubauer

while he was in the affirmative.
First, he ridiculed Denham for
referring to secular history to help
interpret Old Testament prophecy. He went so far as to say that
everyone should throw away all of
their history books. Yet, in his next
speech, he made reference to extra
Biblical material that could only
come from a history book. Second,
he ridiculed Denham for referring to Greek lexicographers and
commentaries. He went so far as to
say that all of Denham’s references
were from liberal sources. Yet, he
often made reference to lexicons
and commentaries. I guess he has

the only source of “conservative”
lexicons and commentaries in the
brotherhood. The lengths to which
one will go in an attempt to justify
a false position are simply amazing.
As they say, “Consistency, thou
art a rare jewel!” Third, Neubauer
would often string together various
Scriptures and assert that they all
were a reference to ad 70 and the
destruction of Jerusalem. However, he never made any argument
or presented any proof that such
was the case. For someone who
claims to have participated in many
debates, Neubauer’s efforts were
amateurish at best.

MH
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Overall, the debate was conducted in a very civil manner even
though each disputant pressed his
opponent’s position. There were
very few points of order called by
the moderators which were dealt
with fairly and ending with both
parties in full agreement. This

debate is worth watching and
is highly recommended by this
writer. The debate can be viewed
online by following the link on the
website of the Bellview Church of
Christ (http://www.bellviewcoc.
com). I appreciate all who were involved in the production of this de-

bate. A second debate is scheduled
for April 20-23, 2017, in Pensacola,
Florida at the Bellview Church of
Christ. It is my hope and prayer
that all will profit from their study
of this vital topic.
Huntsville, TX

An Attempted Defense of Islam
Jerry C. Brewer

Author’s Note: The following was
received, via e-mail, from the website of The Gospel Preceptor in 2004.
It was written in reply to an article
we published on our correspondence
with the U.S. Postal Service about
its “Eid” stamp and is printed in its
entirety, without grammatical correction. Paragraphs are numbered
for reference in our reply which
follows.
“Dear Editor:

1. I read Jerry Brewer’s commentary ‘Islam and the U. S. Postal
Service’ and almost vomited all over
myself in disgust. I was entirely appalled. His request that the Post Office
discontinue their line of Eid stamps
seems to me both erroneous and, for
lack of an altogether more appropriate
word, idiotic. The Islamic celebration
of Eid follows a month of fasting and,
like Islam itself, is no way representative of the attacks on the W orld Trade
Centers.
2. Ramadan, the holy month
during which Muslims abstain from
food, water, smoking, and sexual relations from dawn until sundown, is a
time for spiritual renewal and a test of
willpower for Muslims worldwide. The
strength of the Islamic devotion to the
One True God is most manifest during this month; the ‘brawn’ of Islam
lays in the faith of it s believers, not in
4		 Defender		

the few misguided individuals who, as
the Post Office reply explained, ‘hide
behind an incorrect interpretation of
the Muslim religion’.
3. Unfortunately, the terrorists
who attacked our country on the 11th
of September are not the only individuals who harbor this ‘incorrect interpretation’. Mr. Brewer is also guilty
of an offense ultimately more dangerous than the threat of terrorism, and
that is ignorance. His discussion of the
Qu’ran demonstrated clearly an inability to analyze. Yes, the Qu’ran does appropriate punishment to the ‘infidels’
or non-Muslims. Christianity does the
same because it preaches that those
who do not trust in Jesus Christ (peace
be upon him) as God’s son and mankind’s savior will be damned to hell.
4. It is our own ability to search
out the truth and adhere to it that separates the ‘infidels’ from the ‘believers’
in any and every religion. The ‘punishment’ discussed in the Qu’ran is surely
hell, not war waged against innocent
non-Muslims.
5. Muslims are taught to respect the faith of others, and in a
Muslim society that follows the word
of the Qu’ran, all non-Muslims are
guaranteed every basic civil, legal and
human right guaranteed to Muslims,
including the right to respect their respective religion.

October 2016

6. Mr. Brewer also, and I assume inadvertently, revealed the simplest truth about Islamic warfare: ‘And
fight for the cause of God against
those who fight against you: but commit not the injustice of attacking them
first: God loveth not such injustice’.
In the Qu’ran, God guarantees his followers the right to protest himself or
herself against physical attack, or religious persecution, but does not condone a Muslim to instigate any such
violence. One can ‘fight for the cause
of God’ against those and only those
‘who fight against you’.
7. A Muslim understands, as
does a Christian, that this life on earth
is merely a bridge into the hereafter.
Therefore, if a Muslim is denied the
right to worship God through Islam,
he or she is allowed to defend themselves not only against bodily attack—
warfare—but also against any oppressors that deny them their ability to
fulfill their purpose on earth: to worship God and live for Him alone.
8. The United States is a country founded on the ideal of freedom,
and one of those freedoms guaranteed
to all of its citizens is that of religion.
Not only is Islam a peaceful religion,
demonstrated throughout the Qu’ran
and by the life of the Prophet (peace
be upon him), a man who only fought
in defense of his religion or to pro-

tect those being persecuted for their
beliefs, but the word ‘Islam’ it self is
derived from the Arabic word ‘salam’
or ‘peace’.
9. It seems that Mr. Brewer’s
hatred for this religion, a hatred culminated in an infantile request to
abolish a series of stamps, stems from
his own insecurity about that which
he preaches. Why else would he feel
the need to falsely deride a religion
that teaches humility, a submission
to God, peace, and the brotherhood
of man? Perhaps because Islam is also
a religion that is the fastest growing
faith not only in America, but also on
Earth.”
Signed: Lora AlKhawam, Elmhurst,
IL

Our Reply
Paragraph 1—Despite her nearvomiting experience, her “disgust”
and her characterization of the
editor as “idiotic,” one cannot really believe that Lora AlKhawham
is a Muslim. She writes, “islam…
is in no way representative of the
attacks on the World Trade Center,”
yet every thug who participated in
the hijacking of those planes and
the commission of mass murder on
September 11, 2001 was a Muslim
seeking martyrdom, according to
the Qu’ran.
Islam was born of the violence
and profligacy of Muhammed and
propagated at the point of a sword
and the Qu’ran demands death for
those who refuse to embrace it:

The view of modern Islamic activists, that “Islam must rule the world
and until Islam does rule the world
we will sacrifice our lives,” (Al-Badr
spokesman Mustaq Aksari, CNN,
Sept. 19, 2001) is neither extreme nor
even remarkable from the standpoint
of traditional Islam. It has been divinely sanctioned from the moment
Muhammed had established a safe

power base in Medina: “O Prophet,
Rouse the believers to the fight,”
the Qu’ran orders (8:65), and promises that 20 Muslims, “patient and
persevering,” would vanquish 200
unbelievers; if a hundred they will
vanquish a thousand. Allah further
orders the faithful to fight the unbelievers and be firm with them (9:123)
(Trifkovic 87).

to fight. If there be of you twenty
steadfast, they will overcome two
hundred and if there be of you a
hundred, they shall overcome a
thousand of those who disbelieve,
because they (the disbelievers) are
a folk without intelligence” (Sura
8:65). “Not only is the ‘All forgiving
Allah’ exhorting his followers to kill
anyone who is not a Muslim, but he
is also saying that all non-Muslims
are so stupid that they will be unable to defend themselves and therefore deserve death” (Popejoy 433).
AlKhawam then says that Christianity also teaches punishment of
unbelievers. However, there is one
major difference in punishment of
unbelievers in the two religions.
In Christianity, God will take
vengeance on unbelievers at the last
day (2 The. 1:6-10). That is a far cry
from Muhammed’s bloody religion
which authorizes its followers to
act as judge, jury, and executioner
of innocent “unbelievers.” You see,
in Christianity, final vengeance is
God’s, not man’s. But Islam looses
its hordes upon the “kafir” (infidels
according to them) in “holy” pogroms in this life.
Paragraph 4—Some of the punishment discussed in the Qu’ran
is hell. But AlKhawam ignores
the obvious references in that evil
book which not only authorizes,
but demands Muslims to murder
unbelievers.
Paragraph 5—This one borders
on what AlKhawam calls, “idiotic.”
Here it is in its entirety that readers
may have it before them:

On September 11, 2001 there
were only 18 Muslims who were
“patient and persevering” who murdered thousands of innocent men,
women, and children. AlKhawam
surely cannot be a Muslim if she
denies this fundamental teaching of
Muhammed’s book.
Paragraph 2—Now the U.S.
Postal Service is an authority on
Islam! AlKhawam needs to read her
own “holy book” instead of parroting the misguided and ignorant
theological meanderings of a lower
level postal bureaucrat. See the reply
in paragraph 1.
Paragraph 3—The charge is made
that my discussion demonstrates
“an inability to analyze.” I can
read the Qu’ran. What “analysis” is
necessary? When Muslims are commanded to kill us “infidels,” what
analysis is needed? That is pretty
plain language for anyone—even
a Muslim—who can see through
a ladder. She further said, “Mr.
Brewer is also guilty of an offense
ultimately more dangerous than
the threat of terrorism, and that is
ignorance.” Think about that! It is
“ignorance” that provides fodder
for terrorism. America’s self-imposed ignorance of this insidious
Muslims are taught to respect the
evil called “Islam” has made us
faith of others, and in a Muslim
sitting ducks. Do Chattanooga and
society that follows the word of the
Fort Hood come to mind?
Qu’ran, all non-Muslims are guarPerhaps AlKhawam will
anteed every basic civil, legal and
“analyze” this from the Qu’ran:
human right guaranteed to Mus“O, Prophet, exhort the believers
lims, including the right to respect
October 2016			 Defender
5

their respective religion.

I suggest that AlKhawam go to
Saudi Arabia and hand out Bibles or
some of A. G. Hobbs’ tracts on the
streets of Mecca or Riyadh. Saudi
Arabia is the cradle of Islam and a
“Muslim society.” Distribution of
Bibles or tracts which teach New
Testament Christianity will be punished by death in that land, and any
Muslim who converts to Christianity in that society will meet the same
fate. Let AlKhawam do those things
in Saudi Arabia and demonstrate to
us how “tolerant” Islam is! Note the
following:

Although the Qu’ran states that
“there is no compulsion in religion,” Islamic states of ten interpret
[“analyze?”—JCB] that to mean that,
“there is no competition within religion” within their borders. Iraq,
Iran, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Pakistan, Indonesia, Kuwait and
Egypt are among the countries blasted by the State Department’s year
2000 Report on International Religious Freedom. In hard core Muslim
countries, any Muslim who violates
tawhid by becoming a Christian may
forfeit his life, family, or property. In
several “moderate” Muslim countries are stowed behind walls within
which Bibles and church bulletins
must remain (Evans 9).

admits that the Qu’ran authorizes a
Muslim to fight and kill their persecutors. The Christian is enjoined
to pray for his enemies while Islam
says to lop off their enemies’ heads.
A “peaceful religion?” Not according to the Qu’ran.
Paragraph 8—“The life of the
prophet” demonstrates that Islam is
a religion of “peace?” This statement again shows that AlKhawam
is not a true Muslim. The life of
Muhammed was one of treachery,
murder, fearful vengeance, robbery,
and hatred of all who disagreed
with his profligacy. After his flight
to Medina, which had a sizeable
Jewish population, Muhammed began plotting vengeance against the
merchants of Mecca with a small
gang of criminals.

This was the beginning of Muhammed’s trail of violence, hatred
and bloodshed that would soon destroy the once flourishing culture
of Arabia. The story has been documented in detail by his biographers:
surprise raids on trade caravans and
tribal settlements, the use of plunder
to recruit an ever growing army of
greedy desperadoes, assassinations
of opponents, blackmail, expulsion
and massacre of Jews of Medina, attack and enslavement of the Jews in
Khayber, rape of women and children, sale of these victims after rape,
trickery, treachery and bribery employed to their fullest extent to grow
the numbers of his religion, Islam,
which, ironically, was supposed to
mean “Peace” (Popejoy 429-430).

Paragraph 6—The Qu’ran demands death for all “kafir” (infidels)
who do not embrace Islam. If
AlKhawam were a true Muslim, she
would know that from Sura 8:65.
Paragraph 7—Here is an “inadDoes true Islam, manifested in
vertent” statement from AlKhawam.
Christianity demands all Christians ISIS, come to mind?
Paragraph 9—AlKhawam’s
to submit to the governing powers
argumentum ad hominem is the
(Rom. 13), but to obey God if those
powers’ laws conflict with His (Acts last refuge of scoundrels who have
no defense for their pernicious and
5:29). The Bible does not authorize
evil doctrines. Saying, “Mr. Brewer’s
Christians to inflict bodily harm
hatred for this religion, a hatred
on those who persecute them (Mat.
5:11-12, 43-45). But AlKhawam
culminated in an infantile request
6		 Defender		
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to abolish a series of stamps, stems
from his own insecurity about that
which he preaches,” she conveniently attacks the messenger instead of
addressing the issues. But that is
Islam for you. Kill the “unbelievers.”
“Mr. Brewer’s…insecurity?” “I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Yes, I
hate Islam. “Through thy precepts I
get understanding: Therefore I hate
every false way” (Psa. 119:104), but
I do not hate Muslims. Jesus Christ
tasted “death for every man” (Heb.
1:9) and that includes every Muslim.
Moreover, AlKhawam’s statement
that Islam is, “the fastest growing
faith not only in America but also
on Earth,” neither proves her case
nor negates the facts that Islam did
not come from God, nor its bloody
origin and perpetuation through
the centuries. I am sure those wicked people who surrounded Noah
could have said, “Noah, we are the
largest group in the world, so that
proves you are a first class nut for
building this silly ark.” Numbers do
not constitute truth (Exo. 23:2; Mat.
7:13-14) and there is absolutely no
truth from God in Islam.
The tomb of Jesus Christ, who revealed the Word of God (Heb. 1:1-2),
is empty. The tomb of Muhammed,
who wrote the Qu’ran, is not.
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Baptism

Jess Whitlock
In Ephesians 4:5 we read, “One
Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
Almost the entire religious world
will agree that there is one Lord. It
is amazing that virtually the entire
denominational and interdenominational world disagree with the
simple statement that there is one
faith and one baptism! The apostle
Paul wrote those inspired words
in circa ad 62. The one baptism of
which he wrote is the baptism of
the great commission of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Why should one be baptized
into Christ? Baptism cleanses sin
by the washing of water (Eph. 5:26).
We are baptized into the name of
the Godhead (Mat. 28:19). Because
it is for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38). Baptism does now save us
(1 Pet. 3:21). To have past sins all
washed away (Acts 22:16). We must
be baptized into the name of Christ
(Acts 10:48). Then, we can walk in
newness of life (Rom. 6:4). Baptism
is essential for one to be saved from
sin (Mark 16:16). Baptism is the
only way to get into Christ (Rom.
6:3-4; Gal. 3:27).
In regards to that latter point,
I recall my first public debate. I
had signed to affirm the proposition that, “The Scriptures teach
that water baptism to the penitent
believer is for (in order to obtain)
the remission of sins.” One of my
charts reflected the fact that in
New Testament baptism that we are
baptized into Christ. To support
that statement, I had printed in
large and bold letters: Romans 6:3
and Galatians 3:27. The arguments
presented, in the words of the late
brother J. T. Marlin, were “un-

getoverable.” Mr. Ballard contended
that I had only used two Scripture
references in proving that point.
He further argued that the reason
that I did not use more than those
two cited references, was because
I did not have more! You know
something, he was absolutely right.
In my next rebuttal speech, I asked
my opponent, “How many times
does God have to utter a statement
to make that statement true?” We
had a brief discussion about the
term gopher wood which is found
one time, and only one time in the
entire Bible! Then I reminded my
opponent that we were still waiting
for just one Scripture reference
from him that would demonstrate
that the one baptism of the New
Testament is not for the remission
of sins! On that point, he remained
as silent as the proverbial tomb!
One is not saved until after he/
she has been baptized into Christ
for the remission of sins. 149 of the
ripest scholars the world has ever
known (KJV and ASV of 1901) affirm this Truth. In Matthew 26:28
we notice that Christ Jesus shed His
blood “for the remission of sins.”
Then, in Acts 2:38 we take note that
one must repent and be baptized
in His name “for the remission of
sins.” If one argues, as my opponent
did, that the for in Acts 2:38 means:
“because of, or on account of, or in
order to declare” then it must mean
the very same thing in Matthew
26:28. If not, then why not?
In 1 Peter 3:21 the inspired Peter
states, “The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save
us (not the putting away of the filth
of the flesh, but the answer of a

good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
On the first night of that debate I
placed a portion of that Scripture
on a blackboard, i.e., “baptism doth
also [NOW / NOT] save us.” I challenged my opponent to erase the
word that did not belong in that inspired statement. I pressed him on
that in every speech delivered. He
continually ignored the blackboard
and its message. In his final speech
on the final night of that debate, he
finally walked over to the blackboard and erased the word “NOT.”
As he walked away he muttered that
he did not see what all the big deal
was about that. Also, as he walked
away from the board this message
glared at him: “baptism doth also
now save us.” In my closing speech
I told the audience what the big
deal was about my opponent’s actions. I re-read the proposition that
he was affirming: “The Scriptures
teach that water baptism to the
penitent believer is not for (in order
to obtain) the remission of sins.”
I explained to the audience that
when Mr. Ballard had erased the
word “not” that he had given up his
proposition and indeed, he had!
How many today still try to
pervert the reading of 1 Peter 3:21
to make Peter seem to say, “baptism
doth also not save us”? Have you
obeyed the teaching of Christ and
His holy apostles by being baptized
into the name of Christ for the
remission of sins? If not, “And now
why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord”
(Acts 22:16).
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Sanders, Deaver, and Bogard on The Holy Spirit
Jerry C. Brewer

Phil Sanders, who is the speaker
on the television program, In
Search of The Lord’s Way, takes the
same position on the Holy Spirit as
Mac Deaver, whose false teaching
on that subject is well known. Both
men believe, and teach, that the
Holy Spirit directly operates on
men’s hearts today in addition to
the Word of God—a Pentecostal
doctrine. Deaver says, “The word is
not the Spirit and the Spirit is not
the word; the word is the Spirit’s
sword (Eph. 6:17). If the Spirit
dwells in anyone, He indwells personally in conjunction with [emphasis added] His word separate
and apart from the word” (1).
Sanders says, “The Scriptures
teach that the Holy Spirit personally indwells conjointly and
consistently with the Word
[emphasis added] (50). Deaver and
Sanders both echo the argument
of the Baptist Ben M. Bogard who
also argued for a direct influence
of the Holy Spirit on men’s hearts
when he debated N. B. Hardeman
at Little Rock, Ark. in 1938. Bogard
said:

rate and apart from each other but
together, side by side on the same
thing. The gospel is the sword of
the Spirit (Eph. 6:17) and as the
sword is distinct from the soldier
and the soldier distinct from the
sword, yet both soldier and sword
work together in the conviction
and conversion of the sinner. My
friend was very, very correct. He
said that if you put that hand on the
book, it is immediate. That is exactly what I am coming to now, the
Holy Spirit actually touches the human heart! Nothing between at all.
My friend knows English as well as
Greek, and he knows that “with” is
one thing and “through” is another
thing. God does not work through
the word but with it (31).

Deaver’s “in conjunction with,”
Sanders’ “conjointly with,” and Bogard’s “with it” all refer to an influence exerted upon the human heart
that is separate and apart from the
Word of God. The strengthening by
the Spirit in the Ephesians’ “inner
man” (Eph. 3:16) is the passage
used by both Deaver and Sanders
to buttress their argument that the
Holy Spirit does something to the
human heart that is not accomThe Spirit works as if there were
plished by the Word of God.
no word and the word is used as
In the previously cited writing
if there were no Spirit. Not sepaby Sanders, he included a short

article by Hugo McCord which
argues for the direct, personal
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. However, McCord never taught that the
Holy Spirit influences the human
heart directly today. Here is what
he wrote, “Spiritual strength comes
from the Spirit (Eph. 3:16), but not
by his indwelling. Though all the
Ephesians Christians had received
the seal and the earnest of the
Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14), six chapters
were written to them that they
might be ‘strong in the Lord and in
the power of his might’ (6:10)” (60).
But Sanders took issue with McCord and wrote:

While I hesitate to disagree with
my beloved teacher, Hugo McCord, whom I deeply respect, I
feel I must point out some things
on Eph. 3:16. The context of this
verse shows that Paul was praying
that “He [God] would grant [give]
you, according to the riches of His
glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner
man.” The fact that Paul was praying for strength rather than pointing the brethren to the “word” is
significant. While there can be no
doubt that the Word strengthens
(Rom. 16:25-27), Paul did not here

Continued on Page 4
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Thanksgiving

This month we celebrate the
holiday of “Thanksgiving.” It is an
opportunity for us to stop and give
thanks to a gracious heavenly Father
for the blessings He has given us.
Of all people, the Israelites should
have been a most thankful people.
However, they were not. Instead of
being thankful, they complained
and murmured regularly.
When God brought the children
of Israel out of bondage, Moses records, “And the whole congregation
of the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness” (Exo. 16:2). This is a good
summary of the Israelites during
this time. God had proven He would
take care of them and provide for
them, but when they desired water,
they chided with Moses: “Wherefore
the people did chide with Moses,
and said, Give us water that we may
drink. And Moses said unto them,
Why chide ye with me? wherefore
do ye tempt the Lord?” (17:2).
When we study Numbers, one of
the key words (if not the key word)
in the book is murmur or its equivalents. Consider these examples:

And when the people complained, it
displeased the Lord: and the Lord
heard it; and his anger was kindled;
and the fire of the Lord burnt among
them, and consumed them that were
in the uttermost parts of the camp
(11:1).
And the mixt multitude that was
among them fell a lusting: and the
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children of Israel also wept again,
and said, Who shall give us flesh to
eat? We remember the fish, which we
did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks,
and the onions, and the garlick: But
now our soul is dried away: there is
nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes (11:4-6).
And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against
Aaron: and the whole congregation
said unto them, Would God that we
had died in the land of Egypt! or
would God we had died in this wilderness! (14:2).
But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against
Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the
people of the Lord (16:41).
And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and
against Aaron. And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying,
Would God that we had died when
our brethren died before the Lord!
And why have ye brought up the
congregation of the Lord into this
wilderness, that we and our cattle
should die there? And wherefore
have ye made us to come up out of
Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil
place? it is no place of seed, or of
figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates;
neither is there any water to drink
(20:2-5).
And the people spake against God,
and against Moses, Wherefore have
ye brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? for there is no
bread, neither is there any water; and
our soul loatheth this light bread
(21:5).

As Paul gave us some negative
examples from Israel (examples of
what we are not to do), he added,
“Neither murmur ye, as some of
them also murmured, and were
destroyed of the destroyer” (1 Cor.
10:10). They were greatly blessed by
November 2016

God and yet they continued to murmur, gripe, and complain. Likewise,
we in this nation have been greatly
blessed. This holiday should remind
us to be a thankful people to God
who has blessed us so.
Physical Blessings
Our nation, as a whole, has been
blessed greatly by God. How many
times have we sung the song “Count
your many blessings, name them
one by one”? Yet, how many times
have we done that? The song then
says, “And it will surprise you what
the Lord has done.”
The Lord brings these blessings
upon all men. Jesus said, “That ye
may be the children of your Father
which is in heaven: for he maketh
his sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust” (Mat. 5:45). He
promises us the necessities of life
if we will seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness (6:33).
While a little dated and the figures have no doubt changed, there
is a poem titled “A Thankful Heart”
that aptly expresses the idea. It says:
America has only 6% of the world’s
population. Yet we are blessed with:
33% of the world’s production
33% of the world’s college students
49% of the world’s telephones
50% of the world’s air travel
60% of the world’s automobiles.
Television, running water, electric
washers and dryers are common even
among our poorer people, while the
average of underprivileged countries
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struggle for their basic food and shelter,
What more can we ask?
Lord, thou hast given us all things.
Give us yet one more: A Thankful
Heart.

To Be Thankful
For us to have that “thankful
heart,” we must have humility of
heart. We need to realize that God
owns all things. The Psalmist said,
“The earth is the Lord’s, and the
fulness thereof; the world, and they
that dwell therein” (Psa. 24:1). Later
it records, “For every beast of the
forest is mine, and the cattle upon a
thousand hills. I know all the fowls
of the mountains: and the wild
beasts of the field are mine. If I were
hungry, I would not tell thee: for the
world is mine, and the fulness thereof” (50:10-12). He then gives us what
we possess. “But who am I, and
what is my people, that we should
be able to offer so willingly after this
sort? for all things come of thee, and
of thine own have we given thee”
(1 Chr. 29:14). We know that “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is
no variableness, neither shadow of
turning” (Jam. 1:17). We, thus, must
realize our dependence upon Him
for everything we possess.
That humility of heart will lead
us to give thanks to Him. “What
shall I render unto the Lord for
all his benefits toward me?” (Psa.
116:12). One of the things we “render unto” Him is thanksgiving.
Offer unto God thanksgiving; and
pay thy vows unto the most High
(Psa. 50:14).
Being enriched in every thing to
all bountifulness, which causeth
through us thanksgiving to God
(2 Cor. 9:11).
Giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name

of our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:20).
And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him (Col. 3:17).
In every thing give thanks: for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you (1 The. 5:18).

Certainly that is not the extent of
what we render unto Him, but we
are to be thankful.
Spiritual Blessings
There are numerous spiritual
blessings for which we should be
thankful. In being baptized, we are
being baptized into Christ:

Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? (Rom. 6:3).
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ
(Gal. 3:27).

fore, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1).
Being in Christ, he then has no condemnation: “There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom.
8:1).
Since one who is “in Christ” is
now a child of God, he has access
to the Father: “For through him we
both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father” (Eph. 2:18) so he can
enjoy the privilege of prayer where
he can cast all his care upon God
knowing that He cares for us (1 Pet.
5:7). When it comes time to pass
from this life, the one who is “in
Christ” will be blessed: “And I heard
a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write, Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them” (Rev. 14:13).
Paul summed up all this as he began
writing to the Ephesian brethren
by saying, “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ” (Eph. 1:3).

Being “in Christ” we have certain
blessings so when we get into Christ
through baptism, we possess these
blessings. When one is baptized into
Christ he becomes a new creature:
“Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). They are
now new because he has become
a child of God and is no longer a
child of the devil: “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ
Conclusion
Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). These now have
After setting forth the truth of
redemption and the forgiveness of
the
bodily resurrection of the dead,
sins: “In whom we have redemption
Paul would state, “But thanks be to
through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of his God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”
grace… In whom we have redemp(1 Cor. 15:57). We have so much
tion through his blood, even the
to be thankful for as God has so
forgiveness of sins” (Eph. 1:7; Col.
greatly blessed us with both physi1:14). They have salvation: “Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s cal but more importantly spiritual
sakes, that they may also obtain the
blessings. Let us make sure we are a
salvation which is in Christ Jesus
thankful people not just this time of
with eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2:10)
the year, but throughout each year.
because of God’s grace: “Thou thereMH
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Continued from Page 1

point the Ephesians to the Word for
strength but prayed for it. God, in
answer to prayer, was to strengthen
them “with power” through (by
means of) the Spirit. The Spirit was
the medium through which God
was to strengthen them with power.
This strengthening took place in the
inner man (60).

While Bogard argued for a
direct influence of the Holy Spirit
in converting men, Sanders makes
the same argument for the Spirit’s
work in the heart of Christians. Bogard said, “as the sword is distinct
from the soldier and the soldier
distinct from the sword, yet both
soldier and sword work together
in the conviction and conversion
of the sinner. ...God does not work
through the word but with it” (31).
Sanders says:

will known to us by means of the
Word, we also realize that the Spirit
acts through other means and not
through the Word alone. For instance, the Spirit intercedes for us
with prayers (Rom. 8:26-27). The
Spirit raised Jesus from the dead and
will one day give life to our mortal
bodies (Rom. 8:11). Ephesians 3:16
notes that the Spirit strengthens our
inner man in answer to prayer. Each
of these actions of the Spirit on the
Christian is by means other than
the Word. We know this, because
the Word says so. While the Spirit
will never act inconsistently to the
teaching of His Word, the Word itself testifies that He does things His
Word cannot do (60).

Because of so many “sacred cows”
among us (including Phil Sanders
and In Search of The Lord’s Way),
brethren ignore what Paul wrote
to the Ephesians about fellowship
with error. “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5:11). To promote the work of
false teachers makes one a partaker
with them, according to John: “for
he that biddeth him God-speed is
partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John
11).
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Devoured By a Lion
Don Tarbet

Lions are referred to in Scripture
from Genesis to Revelation. There
are two interesting accounts in
1 Kings about two prophets who
were killed by lions for disobeying the commandments of the
Lord. The first story is found in
1 Kings 13:1-25. Upon the division of the kingdom, the northern
division (Israel) was ruled by king
Jeroboam, who was a very wicked
king, and promoter of idolatry.
God sent a young prophet to rebuke and denounce Jeroboam. The
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unnamed young prophet stood by
the idolatrous altar in Bethel and
foretold the birth of one Josiah
who would sacrifice the priests
of the high places on that altar.
Jeroboam stretched out his hand to
give orders for him to be arrested.
His hand withered and he could
not draw it back. Jeroboam asked
the prophet to pray for his hand
to be restored. He did so, and the
Lord responded. The king asked
the prophet to come to his house
and be rewarded. The prophet
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refused, and told the king that he
was “commanded” by the Lord not
to eat bread or even drink water
while in Bethel, and to return
to Judah a different way than he
came to Bethel. A man heard this
conversation, and told his father
(an older prophet) what happened.
This prophet went to see the young
prophet (who was lingering under
an oak tree), and gave a similar
invitation, and received the same
reason for his refusal. The older
prophet told him that he too was

a prophet of God, and that God
told him to inform the young
man of God that an angel told
him it would be all right, but he
was “lying to him” (13:18). He did
return and ate and drank. Then,
the “word of the Lord” came to
the older prophet, and he told the
young prophet that because he
“disobeyed” the Word of God, that
his corpse would not come to the
tomb of his fathers. He saddled
the donkey for the young prophet
who departed, only to be greeted
by a lion, who killed him, but did
not eat his body. The older prophet
took his body and put it in his own
tomb, and it was not returned to
Judah to be buried with his fathers.
The second story of a lion
devouring a prophet of God is in
1 Kings 20:35-43. Here, another
man of the sons of the prophets
asked his neighbor (obviously
another of the sons of the prophets) to “strike” him. He refused
to strike his fellow prophet, thus
disobeying the “word of the Lord”
that came to him. He was then told
that as soon as he left, a lion would
kill him. It happened! Then, the
prophet went to another man and
asked him to “strike” him. This
man obeyed the command, inflicting a wound upon the prophet. He
then disguised himself and went to
Ahab (another very wicked king of
Israel), and following a procedure
that Nathan used in rebuking David, and told about himself having
been given instructions to guard a
particular man, but while he was
“busy here and there,” he escaped.
Ahab then declared that the
prophet would die because of it.
At this point, the prophet removed
his disguise, showing that he was a
prophet. Ahab then knew that the
account was intended for him to

convict himself for not guarding
Ben-Hadad who had been captured
after a battle, but was allowed to
get away after a treaty had been
made.
Now with these two accounts
before us, let us see what we can
learn. There are several similar
circumstances, and some lessons
that we can observe.

inquired of the Lord. In the case of
the “neighbor” of the prophet in the
encounter with Ahab, who could
blame him for not wanting to strike
the prophet and bring wounds to
him? One might think that surely,
God would stop him, as He stopped
Abraham from killing Isaac on the
altar in Genesis 22. However, we
remember that God’s ways are not
man’s ways, and it is not in man to
Similar Circumstances
question, but to obey (Isa. 55:8ff).
1. Both
stories
involve
God knew what He was doing, in
prophets that sinned and prophets
preparing a message of rebuke and
that rebuked. The young prophet in
warning that a prophet was to give
Jeroboam’s encounter both rebuked
to Ahab.
the king, but later sinned himself by
3. Both prophets were harshdisobeying the Word of God. The
ly dealt with. They had been clearly
old prophet, who led him into sin,
told what to do, and they failed to
later rebuked the younger prophet
obey. They were not extended merfor sin. The prophet in Ahab’s en- cy or a second chance. Their sin was
counter rebuked the other prophet obvious, and they were deserving
for disobedience, and he rebuked of punishment. In both instances it
(warned) Ahab of his destiny. He was instant punishment. The first
died in battle (22:29-40).
young prophet was told what would
2. Both prophets that died happen, and as soon as he had eatdid things that might appear to en and got on his donkey to leave, a
be excusable—by human reason- lion attacked him and fiercely killed
ing. After all, the young prophet, of him. It was not a quiet or peaceful
1 Kings 13 had come a long way in death. The same is true with the
his journey, and it was only natu- second man killed by a lion. There
ral that he would be hungry and was hardly time for the men to
thirsty. He was no doubt sincere meditate on what was going to hapand courageous, and stood up to Je- pen to them.
roboam in denouncing sin, and in
4. Both prophets who died
refusing hospitality. Also, since the were surely familiar with the “word
older prophet was also a prophet of the Lord,” and knew how exactof God, and claimed to have the ing God can be in His dealings with
truth on what the younger prophet man. They knew they were not to
could do—who can blame him for add to, or take from the Word of the
disobedience? But God did—even Lord. Both knew of the penalty of
through the words of the older death that was to be inflicted on the
prophet who had already lied to disobedient.
him. The young prophet had gone
5. Both prophets involved
to Bethel because the Word of the the same instrument of death—a
Lord came to him with instruc- lion—truly the kings of the jungle.
tions as to his own actions while in They could claw, strike a blow, and
Bethel. He should have made sure eat—as they chose. Nothing in eiGod had changed His mind, and ther case indicates that they did
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anything more than “kill” the men.
In the first instance, the lion appeared to be guarding the body of
the man until he was discovered
by another human (1 Kin. 13:24ff).
There were other instances where
God sent lions among a disobedient
people (2 Kin. 17:25), but here the
lion appears on the scene (one on
one) as soon as they were apparently called for by the living prophet.
Some Lessons
There are two obvious lessons
that should be noted by people of
all ages. First, we clearly learn that
God’s commandments are given
to be obeyed—without question or
hesitation. Both prophets were told
what to do, and there was no valid
excuse for not obeying. Today, all
of God’s commandments to us are
to be obeyed. We have to obey the
Gospel if we want forgiveness of
sins. We should not quibble as to
whether or not grandma, mother,
or father obeyed, but what God
expects of us. All of the accounts
of conversion in the New Testa-

ment show how they obeyed as
soon as they knew what to do. The
3,000 were baptized the same day.
The jailer was baptized the same
hour of the night that he heard
the Gospel. Christ is the author of
eternal salvation to all that obey
Him (Heb. 5:8ff).
Second, we learn that stern
punishment must be kept. We are
not the Lord, and may not know
just how quickly we should be
involved in the punishment of
the disobedient in the church. We
need to exercise human judgment.
In the case of Ananias and Sapphira who lied to God, He dealt
with them sternly and immediately. In the cases of some who sinned
in the early church, there was to be
admonition to a certain point, and
then ultimately a withdrawal of
fellowship (“punishment”—2 Cor.
2:6) was to be done. Delay can
be dangerous in causing others
to sin. Solomon said, “Because
sentence against an evil work is
not executed speedily, therefore the

heart of the sons of men is fully set
in them to do evil” (Ecc. 8:11). Paul
said that a little leaven will leaven
the whole lump (1 Cor. 5:7). Today,
some appear to think they can
sin and get away with it, because
they do not receive immediately
the punishment that may be due,
but surely, their sin will find them
out (Num. 32:23). Today, Satan is
that roaring lion that is lurking
around, seeking whom he may
devour (1 Pet. 5:8). There are immediate consequences of sin, and
one of those is spiritual death, in
that sin separates man from God
(Isa. 59:1ff). Ultimately, the final
phase of God’s wrath will take
place in eternal death and separation from God. Solomon said that
the way that seems right to man,
will lead to his death (Pro. 14:12).
Paul declared that the wages of sin
is death (Rom. 6:23). A look at the
two prophets who sinned and were
killed by a lion should be a good
lesson for all of us to remember.

Denison, TX

Dealing with Wolves
Lester Kamp

Attitudes toward false teachers vary. Some people are more
concerned about hurting the feelings of those “ravening wolves”
which are devouring the flock of
God than they are with protecting
the precious bride of Christ from
being ravaged. Some have come to
believe that more good can be accomplished by being irenic toward
those who teach false doctrine and
lead astray God’s elect than by
marking those “which cause divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned”
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(Rom. 16:17). Some would be
afraid to suggest that any today
have “concerning faith have made
shipwreck” (1 Tim. 1:19). To suggest such would be too harsh and/
or too unloving. The possibility
of dealing with false teachers by
delivering them to Satan would be
unthinkable to many who want
to bring back those blasphemers with a disposition of sugary sweetness. Yet, in the New
Testament we have the example
of Paul’s dealing with Hymenaeus
and Alexander to compare with
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the sweet-spirited approach common today. To suggest that a false
teacher’s words “will eat as doth
a canker [cancer—NKJV]” would
be too strong and too bold to even
contemplate uttering, but Paul
stated these very ideas regarding
Hymenaeus and Philetus (2 Tim.
2:17). On another occasion Paul
referred to those who taught
damnable doctrines as “dogs” and
“evil workers.” Paul was so bold as
to shock our “civility” by saying
“beware” of these dogs and evil
workers. How inconsiderate; how

unloving!?
Concerning the Cretians, Paul
stated emphatically that they were
“liars, evil beasts, idle gluttons”
(ASV). Before someone says that
Paul did not say this but someone who was a prophet among
the Cretians said it, it should be
remembered that Paul said “this
witness is true” (Tit. 1:12-13).
Also, notice carefully that Paul’s
next words of inspiration were,
“Wherefore rebuke them sharply,
that they may be sound in the
faith” (1:13). What is meant by
“rebuke them sharply”? It does
not mean smile and tell them that
everything is fine and that there
are no problems with what they
are doing and teaching! These
comments written on this verse
are helpful:

Titus should “expose,” should
“unmask,” the false teachers and
should do it “severely.”… Titus
must not be content if the false
teachers merely soft-pedal their
doctrines. They must completely
abandon them. There must be a
clean cut, a severance.… It involved something like a surgical
operation. The gangrenous limb
must be severed (cf. II Timothy
2:17) (Ward 246).

This sounds too severe for
some of our irenic brethren who
do not want to upset especially
false teachers by being too blunt,
too harsh, or too direct. It must be
kept in mind, however, that Paul’s
words were inspired of the Holy
Spirit—had the approval of God;
it must be observed that Paul was
not unloving and unkind; it needs
to be noticed that the “irenic
spirit” that is so popular among
some brethren is not the attitude
of Paul and others in the New
Testament. The irenic approach
advocated today, by many, will

not halt false teaching, will not
really matter? Shall we just look
diminish the influence of such
the other way when our Lord’s
teachers, and will not enable the
bride the church is being attacked
salvation of the false teachers
and destroyed by the cohorts of
and those under their influence.
the “roaring lion” which “walketh
It should be noted that Paul’s
about, seeking whom he may
treatment of these false teachers
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Shall we all
was designed so “that they may
agree to use only “sweet words,”
be sound in the faith” (Tit. 1:13b). and just hug each other and act as
Can we believe that the “sweet”
if any deviation from God’s Word
treatment being presently advois just a friendly difference of
cated by some will bring the same opinion without any real signifiresult as the divinely authorized
cance? I think not!
approach? Absolutely not!
We as Christians are engaged
According to 1 Peter 2:21, Jesus in a warfare with the devil and
is to be our example and we are
the forces of evil (Eph. 6). Many
to follow in His steps. In Matthew times those who are messengers
23 our Savior referred to the false
of evil pretend to be messengers
teachers as “hypocrites” several
of righteousness (truth) (2 Cor.
times. He called them children of
11:15). We must be aware of the
hell and spoke of them as “blind
devices (ways) of the devil (2:11). If
guides.” He described them as
the devil can convince us that softbeing like tombs that had been
soaping error and soft-pedaling
white-washed on the outside but
false teachers is the loving thing
were full of dead men’s bones, He
to do, much harm will come to
stated that they were “children of
the body of Christ and the souls
those who killed the prophets,”
of many will be lost! Remember,
meaning that they were of the
it was the same apostle Paul who
same mindset and attitude, and
wrote, “speaking the truth in love”
called them “serpents” and a “gen(Eph. 4:15). Paul did not violate his
eration of vipers.” He then posed
own inspired instructions when
the pointed question, “How can
he exposed sharply those false
ye escape the damnation of hell?”
teachers we have noted above.
(23:32). Our Lord’s words were
Jesus did not violate that which
clear, plain, bold, direct, blunt,
the Holy Spirit revealed to Paul in
and true.
Ephesians 4:15. Could it be that the
Should we have a more conconcept of the “loving thing to do”
ciliatory approach toward those
that many brethren have today is
that destroy precious souls with
not really the loving thing to do?
their false doctrines? Should we
Surely this is the case! Let us follow
ignore the seriousness of their
Jesus! Let us expose every false way
crimes and try to downplay the
and mark every false teacher! Let
harm that is being done by those
us be clear whose side we are on!
who make shipwreck the faith of
many by their damnable heresies?
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Joshua........................................................................John West
David......................................................................... Gene Hill
Jonah............................................................... Daniel Denham
Hosea........................................................................ Doug Post
The Court.................................................................. Gene Hill
The Holy Place.........................................................Geoff Litke
The Holy of Holies.................................................... Lee Moses
Priest......................................................................... Doug Post
Prophet........................................................... Michael Hatcher
King...................................................................... Wayne Blake
Typical Places...................................................... Jess Whitlock
Types of Baptism........................................... Harrell Davidson
Noah’s Ark............................................................ Wayne Blake
Passover......................................................... Harrell Davidson
Old Testament Sacrifices............................ Terry M. Hightower
Sabbath............................................................ Daniel Denham
Wilderness Wanderings..........................................Paul Vaughn
The Serpent in the Wilderness........................... Jerry C. Brewer

Cities of Refuge................................................. David P. Brown
Restoration.......................................................... Jess Whitlock

$5.00

Plus $3.75 Postage and Handling Per Book
Refuting Realized Eschatology (2015)...........................$25.00
Understanding The Will Of The Lord (2014).................$11.00
What The Bible Says About: (2012)...............................$11.00
Back To The Bible (2010)................................................$4.00
Preaching From The Major Prophets (2008)....................$5.00
A Time To Build (2007)...................................................$5.00
The Blight Of Liberalism (2005)......................................$5.00
Great New Testament Questions (2004)...........................$5.00
Great Old Testament Questions (2003)............................$5.00
Beatitudes (2002)............................................................$5.00
Encouraging Statements Of The Bible (2001)..................$5.00
Sad Statements Of The Bible (2000)................................$5.00
Preaching God Demands (1996)......................................$5.00
The 2016 book is spiral-bound. The 2010, 2012, 2014 books
are soft-cover books. Each of the other years books are hardcover and 300-600 pages. To receive your copy of the lectureship book(s) send your check or money order to:
Bellview Church of Christ
4850 Saufley Field Road; Pensacola, FL 32526
850.455.7595

