
2 Corinthians 5:10-11
Intro: As a basis for our study, let us consider 2 Cor. 5:10-11 “For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad. 11Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust
also are made manifest in your consciences.”

I. A JUDGMENT
A. The certainty of a judgment to come—“We must”

1. We have no choice about it.
2. Heb. 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”
3. Acts 17:30-31 “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all

men every where to repent: 31Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”

4. We have a choice about what we do here on earth because God made us free
moral agents.
a. We make our decisions about becoming a Christian, going to

worship, living a Christian life, etc.
b. We have no choice about appearing at the judgment.

B. Universality—“All”
1. We will all be there. Every person from Adam on; whether great or small.
2. Rev. 6:15-17 “And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the

chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves
in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on
us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb: 17For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”

C. Individuality
1. Each person will be judged by his own actions.
2. Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were

opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”

3. Rev. 22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be.”

4. We will not be judged by what our congregation (or its members) does or by
our husbands or wife or children do.

5. Judgment will be based on our obedience or disobedience to the com-
mandments of God.

D. Impartiality.
1. We will be judged on what we do.
2. If we do good (what God has authorized) we will receive a home in heaven.
3. If we live contrary to God we will spend an eternal life in hell.
4. Rev. 20:11-15 “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face

the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were
in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works. 14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.”
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II. KNOWING THE TERROR OF THE LORD.
A. We

1. It is men—it will not be angles, the Holy Spirit, The Father, nor Christ, but
it must be us as Christians.

2. 1 Cor. 1:21 “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”

3. Rom. 10:14-17 “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without
a preacher? 15And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our
report? 17So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

B. Persuade
1. We can persuade but we can’t make them obey.
2. Men are made free moral agents and thus have a choice.
3. Rom. 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”
C. Men

1. We do not try to persuade God; he is Supreme.
2. We must persuade those men who are not Christians to become reconciled

to God.
a. 2 Cor. 5:20 “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did

beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”
b. Acts 26:28 “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a

Christian.”


