
 

Christ Is The Example Of The Church 

Intro: In today’s world everyone always looks for a hero. The great majority of people look for their 
hero’s in Hollywood, the movies, television, sport stars, and musicians. What greater hero (example) 
could we possible find than that of Jesus Christ. In Acts 10:38 (“38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for 
God was with him.”) His life is summed up in the statement, “who went about doing good.” However, 
people still turn to these other sources as their leader and example, and yet if we examined their lives 
we would find a great number of mistakes. This one who lived a perfect and sinless life on this earth 
should be our example. 

I. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN A GENERAL SENSE.  
A. Gal. 4:19 “19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,” 
B. Gal. 2:20 “20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 
C. Phi. 2:5 “5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” 
D. 1 John 2:6 “6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” 

II. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN PRAYER. 
A. Before any important event in Christ life he was found in prayer. 

1. His baptism—Luke 3:21 “21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also 
being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,” 

2. His choosing of the twelve—Luke 6:12-13 “12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called 
unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;” 

3. His death—Mat. 26. 
B. Prayers addressed to the Father. 

1. Mat. 6:9 “9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name.” 

2. John 16:23 “23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 

C. Who His prayers were for. 
1. Himself. 

a. Mat. 26:39 “39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 
Mark 14:35 “35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were 
possible, the hour might pass from him.” Luke 22:41 “41 And he was withdrawn from them 
about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,” 

b. John 17:1, 4-5 “1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:… 4 I have glorified thee on the 
earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” 
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2. Intercession for others. 
a. For His disciples (apostles). 

(1) Luke 22:31-32 (specific individuals) “31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 

(2) John 17:6-19 (as a whole). 
b. For the church. 

(1) Mat. 6:10 “10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
(2) John 17:20-26 

D. Christ taught us to pray for: 
1. Forgiveness. 

a. Luke 15:11-32 (18-19) “18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make 
me as one of thy hired servants.” 

b. Luke 18:9-14 “9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I 
thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing 
afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God 
be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.” 

2. Blessings. 
a. Mat. 6:11 “11 Give us this day our daily bread.” 
b. Luke 11:3 “3 Give us day by day our daily bread.” 

3. Against calamities. 
a. Mat. 24:20 “20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:” 
b. Mark 13:18 “18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.” 

4. Evil cast out from others. 
a. Mat. 17:21 “21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” 
b. Mark 9:29 “29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and 

fasting.” 
5. Missionaries and the conversion of the world. 

a. Mat. 9:38 “38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest.” 

b. Luke 10:2 “2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.” 

6. Deliverance from temptation. 
a. Mat. 6:13 “13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” Luke 11:4 “4 And forgive us our sins; 
for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil.” 

b. Mat. 26:41 “41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” Mark 14:38 “38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The 
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spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” Luke 22:40 “40 And when he was at the place, he said 
unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation.” 

7. Spiritual Progress. 
a. Our own—Luke 11:13 “13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 
b. The church’s—Mat. 6:10 “10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

heaven.” 

III. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN SERVICE. 
A. Christ. 

1. His life on earth was a life of service. 
2. Phi. 2:7 “7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 

made in the likeness of men:” 
3. John 13:1-20 “1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that 

he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end. 2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; 3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he was come from God, and went to God; 4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 
and took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 6 Then cometh he to Simon 
Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt 
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him, He that is 
washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he 
knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 12 So after he had washed their feet, 
and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to 
you? 13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you. 16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; 
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them. 18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He 
that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. 19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when 
it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth 
whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.” 

B. We, too, are to serve. 
1. Mat. 20:26-28 “26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him 

be your minister; 27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28 Even as the Son 
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

2. Mat. 25:31-46 “31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 
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or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye 
took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall 
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” 

3. John 13:15 “15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” 
4. Rom. 12:1 “1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
5. Jam. 1:27 “27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 

widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 

IV. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN FORGIVENESS. 
A. Christ’s forgiveness. 

1. Mat. 9:2 “2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing 
their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

2. Luke 7:36-50 (47-48 “47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she 
loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven.”) 

3. John 8:1-11 “1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the morning he came again into 
the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and 
Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They 
say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law 
commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that 
they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as 
though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto 
them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down, 
and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out 
one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing 
in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, 
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And 
Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” 

4. Luke 23:34 “34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they 
parted his raiment, and cast lots.” 

5. He admonished them to sin no more. 
6. When forgiven by Christ it is not brought to remembrance. 

a. Heb. 8:12 “12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more.” 

b. Heb. 10:17 “17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” 
7. Christ forgives us to salvation through His blood. Mat. 26:28 “28 For this is my blood of the 

new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 
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B. We are to forgive. 
1. As many times as someone sins against us: Mat. 18:22 “22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 

thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.” 
2. Conditions for forgiveness. 

a. Repentance. 
b. Mat. 18:15-17 “15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 

between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but 
if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 

c. Luke 17:3 “3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him.” 

V. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN SUFFERING. 
A. The suffering of Jesus. 

1. This mainly refers to His death. 
a. Luke 24:46 “46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 

to rise from the dead the third day:” 
b. Heb. 9:26 “26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now 

once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 
c. Heb. 13:12 “12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 

suffered without the gate.” 
d. 1 Pet. 3:18 “18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 

bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the spirit:” 
e. 1 Pet. 4:1 “1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 

with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;” 
2. It also refers to His life before death. 

a. Mat. 16:21 “21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day.” Mark 8:31 “31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of 
man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again.” 

b. His trials. 
c. His beatings. 

B. The suffering of Christians. 
1. The suffering. 

a. Mat. 5:10-12 “10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

b. Phi. 1:29 “29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also 
to suffer for his sake;” 

c. 1 Pet. 3:17 “17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil 
doing.” 
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d. 1 Pet. 4:15-16 “15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a 
busybody in other men’s matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf.” 

e. 1 Pet. 2:19-21 “19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps:” 

2. Our attitude in suffering. 
a. unashamed. 

(1) 2 Tim. 1:12 “12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not 
ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that day.” 

(2) 1 Pet. 4:15-16 “15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, 
or as a busybody in other men’s matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” 

b. Happy, Blessed, Joy. 
(1) Mat. 5:10-12 “10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you.” 

(2) 1 Pet. 3:14 “14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of 
their terror, neither be troubled;” 

(3) 1 Pet. 4:13 “13 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified.” 

(4) 1 Pet. 1:6 “6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations:” 

3. Suffering unto death. 
a. Phi. 3:10 “10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;” 
b. 1 Pet. 4:1 “1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 

with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;” 
(1) Christ suffering = death. 
(2) Be of the same mind. 

(a) to die. 
(b) Ours is a spiritual death. Rom. 6:3-4 “3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were 

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

(3) Hath ceased from sin. Rom. 6:4b-12, 17-18 “4 Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with 
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Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from 
the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he 
died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.… 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness.” 

4. Suffer to be glorified. 
a. Mat. 5:10-12 “10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

b. Rom. 8:17-18 “17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 18 For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

c. 1 Pet. 4:13 “13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” 

d. 1 Pet. 5:10 “10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.” 

e. Rev. 2:10 “10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some 
of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

5. If we never suffer then we are not true Christians. 
a. We walk in the light we reflect that light. 1 John 1:5, 7 “5 This then is the message 

which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.… 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

b. The world hates the light. John 3:19-21 “19 And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that 
they are wrought in God.” 

VI. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN SACRIFICE. 
A. Jesus Sacrificed for us. 

1. Eph. 5:2 “2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” 

2. Heb. 9:22-26 “22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of 
blood is no remission. 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 
purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ is 
not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the 
high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

3. Phi. 2:5-8 “5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
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him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 

B. We, too, must be a sacrifice. 
1. Rom. 12:1 “1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
a. Ours is a living sacrifice. 
b. Adage: “Men will wrangle for religion, fight for it, write for it, even die for it, 

anything but live for it.” 
2. Rom. 6:13 “13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 

yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God.” 

3. Acts 20:24 “24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God.” 

4. When we sacrifice our lives, then we can say as Paul did: 
a. Gal. 2:20 “20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 

b. Phi. 1:21 “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

VII. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE IN LOVE. 
A. Christ love. 

1. Christ love can be equated with God’s love. 
a. John 3:16 “16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
b. 1 John 4:9-10 “9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his 

only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

c. Rom. 5:8 “8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.” 

2. Christ love. 
a. Mat. 23:37 “37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which 

are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” 

b. Mat. 18:11-13 “11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 12 How think ye? if a 
man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 13 And if so be that he 
find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which 
went not astray.” 

c. John 15:13 “13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
cf. Rom. 5:8-10 “8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 

d. Eph. 5:2 “2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” 
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e. Rom. 8:35-39 “35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

B. We are to love. 
1.  John 13:34-35 “34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 

you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another.” 

2. 1 John 4:7-12 “7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born 
of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 9 In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.” 

3. 1 Pet. 1:22 “22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:” 

4. Mat. 22:39 “39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
5. This love is to be a serving type love. 

a. Just as Jesus served. 
(1) Acts 10:38 “38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 

who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was 
with him.” 

(2) Mat. 14:15-21 feeding the five thousand. 
b. We are to serve. Mat. 25:34-40 “34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in 
prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and 
took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

c. ἀγαπάω (agapao) cf. John 21:15-17 “15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 
unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed 
my sheep.” 

6. 1 Cor. 13: “1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
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though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 4 Charity suffereth 
long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5 Doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in 
part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11 When I 
was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I 
put away childish things. 12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” 

Conclusion: Have you been following the example of Christ in your life? If not, begin now. 


