
The Christian’s Estate 
Intro: l Cor. 3:21-23 “Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 22Whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 23And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is 
God’s.” Your relation to Christ determines your relation to all things physical or spiritual. If you belong to 
him, all things belong to you. If you are his servant, everything is your servant. Truly, how rich is the 
Christian. 

I. THE MINISTRY IS YOURS. 
A. “Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas” 

1. The church is not for ministers, but ministers are for the church. 
2. While they had divided themselves after ministers, they would be cheating themselves out 

of some because all of them were theirs. 
a. The apostles had received God’s Word through revelation; 1 Cor. 2:12-13 “Now we 

have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God. 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” 

b. They were just ministers by whom they believed; 1 Cor. 3:5-9 “Who then is Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 6I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 8Now he that planteth and he that 
watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 9For we are 
labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” 

B. To break unto you the bread of life 
1. Mat. 28:19-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

2. John 6:48 “I am that bread of life.” 
a. 1 Cor. 2:2 “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified.” 
b. 2 Cor. 4:5 “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 

Jesus’ sake.” 
C. To guide you in the path of safety 

1. 2 Tim. 3:16-4:2 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works. 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” 

2. Tit. 1:13; 2:15 “This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith;... 2:15These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.” 

D. To comfort you in sorrow 
1. Isa. 40:1-2 “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 

cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the 
LORD’S hand double for all her sins.” 

2. 2 Cor. 1:3-4 “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; 4Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” 
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3. 1 The. 4:13-18 “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. 18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 

II. THE WORLD IS YOURS. 
A. To lodge in 

1. It provides a home for the living. 
2. It provides a grave for the dead. 

B. As a field of service 
1. We are to be workers. 

a. Eph. 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

b. Tit. 2:14 “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

2. Gal. 6:10 “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.” 

3. Mark 16:15 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
C. To subdue 

1. Gen. 1:28 “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 

2. Foes must be conquered; 1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 

3. The world is your arena, wrestling ground, battlefield. 
4. 1 John 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh 

the world, even our faith.”; Rom. 8:37 “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us.” 

D. To use and to enjoy 
1. Nature yields unto you her bounty. 
2. Mat. 5:5 “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” 
3. 1 Tim. 6:17b “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 

uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;” 

III. LIFE IS YOURS. 
A. As a precious gift 

1. Life is sacred. 
2. Because of its origin—it came from God. 
3. Because of its character—made in God’s image. 
4. Because of its privilege—fellowship with God. 
5. Because of its high destiny—eternity with God. 

B. As a period of discipline 
1. Life is a school in which you learn the fine art of self-control. 



The Christian’s Estate 
 

Page - 3 - 

2. 1 Cor. 9:27 “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

3. Heb. 12:1 “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us,” 

C. As a time of enjoyment 
1. Happy days are yours because you live them wisely. 
2. Mat. 5:3-12 “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are they that 

mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 6Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called the children of God. 10Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward 
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

3. Phi. 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.” 
4. 1 Pet. 3:10-13 “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 

lips that they speak no guile: 11Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. 12For the 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. 13And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?” 

IV. DEATH IS YOURS. 
A. To the sinner, death is master, feared and dreaded. 
B. To the Christian, death is a servant. 
C. Christ conquered death; you share his victory. 

1. Rev. 1:17-18 “And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying 
unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” 

2. To terminate all sorrow and pain 
a. It is a refuge from the storm. 
b. Job 3:17 “There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest.” 
c. Rev. 14:13 “And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die 

in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their 
works do follow them.” 

3. To fulfill your deepest desire 
a. “Death is not an enemy that bands us to regions of darkness, but an angel who wakes 

us, at whose touch chains fall off, and who leads us through ‘the iron gate that opens 
of its own accord’ and brings us in to the city.” 

b. Pro. 14:32 “The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death.” 
c. Mat. 25:23 “His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 

over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” 
d. Phi. 1:23 “For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is 

far better:” 
e. 2 Tim. 4:6-8 “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7I have 

fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

D. Death is a stepping-stone to a greater life—eternal life with God. 
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V. THINGS PRESENT ARE YOURS. 
A. Redemption and Forgiveness 

1. Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace;”; Col. 1:14 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” 

2. 1 John 1:7, 9 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.... 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

B. Peace Passing Understanding 
1. John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
2. Col. 3:15 “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and 

be ye thankful.” 
3. Phi. 4:7, 9 “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus.... 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, 
do: and the God of peace shall be with you.” 

4. Mat. 6:31, 34 “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?... 34Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
a. Phi. 4:6, 11-13 “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.... 11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I 
have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12I know both how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need. 13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

b. Heb. 13:5 “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 

VI. THINGS TO COME ARE YOURS 
A. The coming of Christ 

1. John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.” 

2. Acts 1:11 “Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

B. The glorious resurrection 
1. 1 Cor. 15:51-57 “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52In a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory. 55O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

2. 2 Cor. 5:1 “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

3. 1 The. 4:15-17 “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
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Christ shall rise first: 17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

C. A heavenly inheritance 
1. Heb. 11:16 “But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to 

be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.” 
2. 1 Pet. 1:3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 

mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4To an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5Who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 

Conclusion: If God is yours, “all things are yours.” Though you are lords of the universe, you are slaves of 
another, “ye are Christ’s.” We are here to do His will. Song: “I Surrender All.” 

All to Jesus I surrender, All to him I freely give; I will ever love and trust Him, In His presence daily live. 
All to Jesus I surrender, Humbly at His feet I bow; Worldly pleasures all forsaken, Take me, Jesus, take me now. 
All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to Thee; Fill me with Thy love and power, Let Thy blessings fall on 

me. 
I surrender all, I surrender all; All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

 
Lest you become proud of your portion, remember that you and your vast estate belong to Christ, and 
Christ is God’s. Therefore, “let no man glory in men.” 
 
Since the world and the fullness thereof are the Lord’s, let us glory in him, honoring him with our 
hearts, bodies, and substance. cf. Mat. 22:37-38 “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great commandment.” 
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