
 

God’s Providence Seen In The Book Of Esther 

Intro: Before God created the world, He had a plan, scheme, to save sinful mankind (Eph. 3:9-11 “9 
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord”). Let us briefly notice that plan. 

I. GOD’S REVELATION OF THAT PLAN. 
A. To Adam and Eve. 

1. Upon their sin the garden of Eden. 
2. Gen. 3:15 “15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 

it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
B. To Abraham. 

1. Three great promises: 
a. Gen. 12:1-3 “1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 

kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.” 

b. God would make of Abraham a great nation. 
c. God would give him a great land. 
d. In Abraham all the families of the earth would be blessed. 

2. All families of the earth blessed will come through Isaac; Gen. 21:12 “12 And God said 
unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in 
all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.” 

C. Esther deals with God preserving this promise to the salvation of the world. 
1. Wicked Haman planned on completely destroying the Hebrew nation. 
2. Henry H. Halley wrote in Halley’s Bible Handbook “If the Hebrew Nation had been 

entirely wiped out of existence 500 years before it brought Christ into the world, that 
might have made some difference in the destiny of mankind; no Hebrew Nation, no 
Messiah: no Messiah, a lost world. This beautiful Jewish girl of the long ago, though 
she herself may not have known it, yet played her part in paving the way for the 
coming of the world’s Saviour.” 

II. THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 
A. God is the ruler of the universe including man. 

1. Dan. 4:25 “25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will.” 

2. God exercises His control to bring about His desired will, in compatibility with man’s 
free will, by working in the affairs of man. 
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B. God exercising His control. 
1. He has done so by miracles. 

a. A miracle is the transcendence, setting aside, overruling or interference of the 
processes of nature, for the moment, by a Force superior to nature, a supernatural 
power, God. 

b. The Bible teaches that miracles ceased when the New Testament was completed; 1 
Cor. 13. 

2. He does so by providence. 
a. Providence is God’s working within the processes of nature. 
b. Providence does not transcend, set aside, overrule or interfere with the processes of 

nature. 
c. God is still working but He is using the processes of nature to bring about His 

desired intentions. 

III. GOD’S PROVIDENCE SEEN IN ESTHER. 
A. The deposing of Vashti. 

1. God used the wicked request of King Ahasuerus and the virtue of Queen Vashti bring 
Esther to the place of being able to deliver the Jews. 
a. The king made a feast first for all his princes and servants that lasted 180 days. 
b. He then made a feast for all the people lasting 7 days. 
c. At the end of the seven days, including drinking, the king being drunk 

commanded Vashti to come display her beauty before the drunken men; Est. 1:11 
“11 To bring Vashti the queen before the king with the crown royal, to shew the people and the 
princes her beauty: for she was fair to look on.” 

d. Vashti refused the kings command; Est. 1:12 “12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at 
the king’s commandment by his chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger 
burned in him.” 

2. The king consulted the wise men who advised him to write an irreversible order that 
Vashti be deposed. 
a. This was done to offset the possible effects of Vashti’s actions, possibly cause other 

women to rebel against their husbands; Est. 1:17 “17 For this deed of the queen shall 
come abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise their husbands in their eyes, when it shall 
be reported, The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but 
she came not.” 

b. Later the king’s anger subsides, so the wise men suggest the selection of another 
queen; Est. 2:1-2 “1 After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he 
remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her. 2 Then said the 
king’s servants that ministered unto him, Let there be fair young virgins sought for the king:” 

c. This opens the way for Esther, because her physical and inner beauty, to become 
queen and to deliver her people. 

B. Mordecai overhears an assassination plot. 
1. Mordecai served the king as a gate keeper, who would admit those who should enter 

the palace while forbidding those who should not enter. 



God’s Providence Seen in the Book of Esther Page -3- 
 

2. Mordecai overhears two of the king’s chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, planning an 
assassination against the king. 

3. Mordecai tells Esther who tells the king who searches out the matter, executes the two 
men and writes what Mordecai has done in his diary; Est. 2:23 “23 And when inquisition 
was made of the matter, it was found out; therefore they were both hanged on a tree: and it was written 
in the book of the chronicles before the king.” 

4. Later the king will be reminded of Mordecai saving his life to the saving of Mordecai’s 
life and the lives of the Jews. 

C. Haman’s pride and plot. 
1. Ahasuerus promotes Haman; Est. 3:1 “1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman 

the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were 
with him.” 

2. Mordecai refuses to give Haman the honor he believes he deserves; Est. 3:2 “2 And all the 
king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the king had so 
commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.” 

3. This caused great hatred on Haman’s part toward Mordecai. 
a. Est. 3:5 “5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was 

Haman full of wrath.” 
b. Haman anger was so great he desired to destroy all the Jews; Est. 3:6 “6 And he 

thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai: 
wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of 
Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai.” 

4. Haman persuades the king to allow him to destroy all the Jews. 
a. They cast lots to decide when the destruction would take place. 
b. He agrees to pay into the king’s treasury 10,000 talents of silver. 
c. Letters were sent to all provinces to kill Jews on the appointed day 

5. Mordecai learns what has been done by Haman. 
a. Est. 4:1 “1 When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on 

sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter 
cry;” 

b. Mordecai reveals the situation to Esther and calls upon her to go into the king. 
(1) Est. 4:8 “8 Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree that was given at Shushan 

to destroy them, to shew it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge her that she 
should go in unto the king, to make supplication unto him, and to make request before him 
for her people.” 

(2) Est. 4:13-14 “13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that 
thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews. 14 For if thou altogether holdest 
thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

c. Esther request all Jews to pray for her; Est. 4:16 “16 Go, gather together all the Jews that 
are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I 
also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to 
the law: and if I perish, I perish.” 
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D. Deliverance comes to the Jews. 
1. Esther goes into the king. 

a. She invites Ahasuerus and Haman to a banquet she was preparing. 
b. The king offers to give her whatever she wants to half the kingdom. 
c. At the first banquet she invites them to a second banquet. 
d. Haman returns home filled with pride. 

(1) Mordecai refusing to stand before him ruins it. 
(2) His family advises him to build a gallows 75 foot high to hang Mordecai 

upon. 
2. The providence of the sleepless night. 

a. The king could not sleep, they read his dairy to him. 
b. They read of Mordecai loyalty to the king by telling of the assassination plot. 
c. The king decides to honor Mordecai and ask Haman what should be done to the 

man whom the king wants to honor. 
(1) Est. 6:7-9 “7 And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king delighteth to 

honour, 8 Let the royal apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that 
the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his head: 9 And let this apparel 
and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, that they may 
array the man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on horseback 
through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour.” 

(2) The king instructs Haman to do this to Mordecai. 
3. Esther’s second banquet. 

a. The king repeats his offer, whatever Esther wants up to half of the kingdom. 
b. She asks for her life and the life of her people. 
c. Est. 7:5-6 “5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and 

where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so? 6 And Esther said, The adversary and enemy 
is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.” 

d. The king goes into the garden, when he returns he finds Haman upon Esther’s 
bed. 
(1) Haman was making request for his life. 
(2) The king had Haman hung on the gallows he had built for Mordecai. 

4. Jews allowed to destroy their enemy. 
a. The king elevated Mordecai to prime minister. 
b. Est. 8:11 “11 Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves 

together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the 
people and province that would assault them, both little ones and women, and to take the spoil of 
them for a prey,” 

c. Est. 9:5 “5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and 
destruction, and did what they would unto those that hated them.” 

E. The Jews established the Feast of Purim. 
1. God wanted them to know and remember that He delivered them from destruction, 

thus God’s providence in establishing this feast. 
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2. Mordecai sent a message that all Jews should observe Adar the 14th and 15th to 
celebrate their deliverance. 

3. This observance continues among orthodox Jews to this day. 

IV. GOD STILL WORKS FOR CHRISTIANS TODAY. 
A. God is still the ruler of the universe. 
B. He will be with us. 

1. Mat. 28:20 “20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

2. Heb. 13:5-6 “5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” 

C. God will help us. 
1. Psa. 46:1-2 “1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore will not we 

fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;” 
2. Pro. 3:21-26 “21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 

22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, 
and thy foot shall not stumble. 24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie 
down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 25 Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the 
wicked, when it cometh. 26 For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being 
taken.” 

3. Rom. 8:28 “28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose.” 

4. Rom. 8:33-34, 37 “33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us.” 

Conclusion: God is still working in the affairs of man today. We are either working for and with 
Him and His cause, or we are working against God; Mat. 12:30 “30 He that is not with me is against me; 
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” Which side are you on? 


