
 

The All Authority Of Jesus Christ 
Intro: Paul sets for many attributes of God manifested in Christ in Colossians 1:12-19 “12 Giving 
thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature: 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he 
is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in him should 
all fulness dwell;” While we obviously agree with this, let us ask two questions: (1) Did Jesus have 
authority while walking this earth, and (2) Were His words authoritative and meaningful to me? 

I. CHRIST DID HAVE ALL AUTHORITY. 
A. The people recognized it. 

1. Mat. 7:28-29 “28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished 
at his doctrine: 29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 

2. Nicodemus recognized God’s power; John 3:1-2 “1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.” 

B. The apostles realized it. 
1. Jesus fulfilled prophecy; Acts 3:22-23 “22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall 

the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you. 23 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that 
prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.” 

2. He is over all; Eph. 1:22-23 “22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” 

C. God affirmed it. 
1. Jesus is the one to hear; Mat. 17:1-5 “1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his 

brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and 
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto 
them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for 
us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one 
for Elias. 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the 
cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.” 

2. God speaks through Him; Heb. 1:1-2 “1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;” 

D. Jesus confirmed it. 
1. All things given to Him; Mat. 11:27 “27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no 

man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” 

2. He has all authority; Mat. 28:18 “18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 
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E. Isaiah prophesied He would have authority; Isa. 9:6-7 “6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform 
this.” 

II. CHRIST PUT HIS AUTHORITY INTO HIS WORDS. 
A. His word will judge us. 

1. John 12:48-50 “48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but 
the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 

And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father 
said unto me, so I speak.” 

2. Rom. 2:16 “16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my 
gospel.” 

B. It makes no difference about our feelings, emotions, opinions, what the priest says, 
what the council decides, etc. 

III. WE HAD BETTER LISTEN TO HIS MESSAGE. 
A. Jesus preached about the kingdom. 

1. One must repent to enter. 
a. Mat. 4:17 “17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 
b. Mark 1:15 “15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, 

and believe the gospel.” 
2. Not everyone enters; Mat. 7:21-23 “21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” 

3. There is only one gate; Mat. 7:13-14 “13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” 

B. Jesus taught about salvation. 
1. He is the only way; John 14:6 “6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 

man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
2. He told His disciples to preach it; Mark 16:15-16 “15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all 

the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

3. Paul says the Gospel is God’s power to save; Rom. 1:16 “16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.” 

C. Jesus talked about the new birth. 
1. One must be born again; John 3:3 “3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 

thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
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2. This new birth is a birth of water and the Spirit; John 3:5 “5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.” 
a. Water is speaking of baptism: 

(1) John 3:23 “23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much 
water there: and they came, and were baptized.” 

(2) Acts 8:38-39 “38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were 
come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him 
no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.” 

(3) Acts 10:47-48 “47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.” 

(4) 1 Pet. 3:20-21 “20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were saved by water. 21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 

b. Spirit is referring to embracing the teaching of the Holy Spirit—the Word of God. 
(1) Tit. 3:5 “5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 

he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 
(2) 1 Cor. 4:15 “15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not 

many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.” 
(3) Jam. 1:18 “18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind 

of firstfruits of his creatures.” 
(4) 1 Pet. 1:22-23 “22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 

D. Jesus spoke of the proper morality. 
1. Proper love. 

a. Love for God; Mat. 22:37 “37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” 

b. Love for others. 
(1) Mat. 22:39 “39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
(2) John 13:34 “34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 

loved you, that ye also love one another.” 
2. Live by the golden rule; Mat. 7:12 “12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 

do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 
3. Practicing righteousness before all; Tit. 2:12 “12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;” 
4. Providing things honest before all; Rom. 12:17 “17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 

things honest in the sight of all men.” 
5. Showing compassion, kindness, and benevolence to all: Parable of the good Samaritan; 

Luke 10:30-37 “30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving 
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him half dead. 31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, 
and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and 
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And 
on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, 
Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 36 Which 
now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37 And he said, 
He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.” 

6. Forgiving others (upon their repentance); 
a. Luke 17:3-4 “3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if 

he repent, forgive him. 4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a 
day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” 

b. Seeking forgiveness when we sin against others; Mat. 5:23-24 “23 Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift.” 

7. Speaking properly. 
a. Mat. 12:36-37 “36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 

account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned.” 

b. Eph. 4:25, 29 “25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for 
we are members one of another. 26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 Neither give 
place to the devil. 28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth. 29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.” 

8. Mark 7:21-23 “21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.” 

Conclusion: Since our acceptance or rejection of Jesus’ words determine our eternal destiny, we 
must carefully examine our lives in the light of Scripture. 


