
Approved Of God
Intro: 2 Tim. 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” Paul here tells Timothy how to become approved of God: it is through study.
He of course meant through a study of the scriptures.
1. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works.”

2. Contrary to what many think, there are definite ways to know whether or not we are approved
of God.
a. 1 John 4:13 “Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.”
b. 1 John 5:13 “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may

know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”
c. 1 John 5:19 “And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.”
d. 2 Cor. 5:1 “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of

God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
3. In this lesson we will study the scriptures to know how to be approved of God.

I. PROPER RELATIONSHIP TO GOD.
A. There are but two spiritual relationships.

1. Jesus taught but two ways, Mat. 7:13-14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14Because strait is
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”

2. 1 John 5:19 “And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.”
3. Col. 1:12-14 “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the

inheritance of the saints in light: 13Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14In whom we have redemption through his blood, even
the forgiveness of sins:”

4. 2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.”

5. Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

B. Now, we must study to learn which one is the relationship that is approved of God.
1. 2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;

behold, all things are become new.”
2. Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not

after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
C. Since the approved relationship is in Christ we may expect all spiritual blessings to

be there.
1. No Condemnation; Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in

Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
2. New Creature; 2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are

passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
3. Children of God; Gal. 3:26 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”
4. Redemption, Forgiveness of sins; Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood,

the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” Col. 1:14 “In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”
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5. Salvation; 2 Tim. 2:10 “Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

6. Blessed when die; Rev. 14:13 “And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them.”

7. All spiritual blessings; Eph. 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:”

D. It is necessary, therefore, that we get into Christ to sustain this proper approved
relationship to God.
1. Rom. 6:1-6 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2God forbid.

How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”

2. Gal. 3:27 “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
3. Baptism to be scriptural must be based on genuine faith, repentance, and confession.

II. PROPER CHARACTER.
A. Character of purity.

1. Pure in heart, clean in life.
2. Tit. 2:11-12 “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12Teaching us

that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world;”

3. Jam. 1:27 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

4. Jam. 4:4 “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”

5. 1 Pet. 2:11 “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which
war against the soul;”

6. 1 John 2:15-17 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

7. But, this character of purity is no value unless one has the proper relationship to God
(cf. Cornelius in Acts 10).

B. Serving Character.
1. Rev. 22:3 “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and

his servants shall serve him:”
2. We must prepare this character now.
3. Mat. 25:31-46 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then

shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33And he shall set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
35For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and
ye took me in: 36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came
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unto me. 37Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed
thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and
clothed thee? 39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42For I was an hungred,
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43I was a stranger, and ye took me not
in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44Then shall they also
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or
in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

4. Again we must sustain the proper relationship.
a. Mat. 7:21-23 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

b. 1 Cor. 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

C. Worshiping Character.
1. God will be worshiped as well as served eternally in heaven.
2. It is fairly easy to see who has a worshiping character—who is always present to

worship God?
3. But again we must have the proper relationship, cf. the Athenians.

Conclusion: If we apply these principles to our lives we shall be approved of God and thus
prepared for heaven.


