
What The Apostles Believed About The Bible

Intro: The Bible exists; it is either true or false. If it is false, then it should be exposed as a fraud
and relegated to the trash heap. On the other hand, if it is true, then all need to accept it for what it
claims. The church is built upon the chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, it is also built upon the apostles;
Eph. 2:20 “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone.” Thus, it is important to consider what the apostles had to say about the Scriptures.

I. WORD OF GOD
A. Is the Bible God’s Word.

1. Some have asserted that the writers did not know they are writing God’s Word.
2. The assertion does not meet the facts.

B. God Word.
1. The Father gave it to His Son

a. John 12:49 “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.”

b. He was speaking through Him; Heb. 1:1-2 “God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;”

2. The Son gave that Word to His apostles
a. John 17:8, 14, 18 “For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have

received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou
didst send me.... 14I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are
not of the world, even as I am not of the world.... 18As thou hast sent me into the world, even so
have I also sent them into the world.”

b. They were guided by the Spirit in what they spoke and wrote:
(1) John 14:25-26 “These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26But

the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto
you.”

(2) John 16:12-13 “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come.”

C. The New Testament writers speak of the Word of God.
1. Paul

a. 1 The. 2:13 “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.”

b. 1 Cor. 14:37 “If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that
the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”

2. Peter
a. 1 Pet. 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,

which liveth and abideth for ever.”
b.  1 Pet. 1:25 “But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the

gospel is preached unto you.”
c. He knew he was writing the Gospel which is the Word of God.



What The Apostles Believed About The Bible Page -2-

II. INSPIRED
A. The Spirit promised to the apostles.

1. John 14-16
2. The Spirit would come to them

a. John 14:25-26 “These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

b. John 16:12-13 “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things
to come.”

3. What the Spirit would do:
a. Teach them all things (guide them into all truth)
b. Bring to their remembrance all that He had said
c. Show them things to come

B. The apostles went out teaching:
1. Mark 13:11 “But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye

shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for
it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.”
a. The Spirit was selecting the words (within the background, vocabulary, etc.) they

would speak.
b. Jer. 1:9 “Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me,

Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.”
2. The Spirit searched the mind of God and revealed them to man by use of words.

a. 1 Cor. 2:9-13 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received, not the spirit of
the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God. 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

b. When they spoke, they were speaking the words which the Spirit gave them.
3. The Spirit also did this regarding their writings.

a. 2 Pet. 1:20-21 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
(1) “Moved” is a word which means they were born along or carried along.
(2) That which they wrote were the words which the Spirit gave them.

b. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.”
(1) “Scripture” is that sacred writing.
(2) “Inspired of God”literally means God-breathed; the words come from the

breath of God and not man.
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C. Various views of inspiration.
1. Liberal views

a. Inspired as any work of art, musical piece, or literature is inspired.
b. Inspired of God but in its over-all tenor.

(1) They would affirm that there are mistakes in the Bible.
(2) Only the overall teaching and meaning comes from God.
(3) The writers wrote by their own understanding and their own words.

2. Bible view.
a. It is word by word inspired by God; 2 Tim. 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”
b. This is seen in Paul’s argument about the promise to Abraham:

(1) Gal. 3:16 “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”

(2) If every word does not come from then when he makes the argument on the
singular or plural form of a word, ht would be worthless.

c. They were speaking and writing words the Spirit gave them; 1 Cor. 2:13 “Which
things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

III. ALL SUFFICIENT
A. What do we mean by all sufficient?

1. We mean that the Bible contains facts of a religious nature, guiding principles, and
truths to meet every moral and religious question or need.

2. Another way of putting it is that the Bible is all sufficient in the realm of Christian
faith.

3. The Bible contains everything we need to guide us as to live in such a way as to obtain
heaven’s home.

B. John:
1. John 20:30-31 “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not

written in this book: 31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”
a. That which he wrote was to produce belief.
b. Through this belief they could have life:

(1) The abundant life in the here and now; John 10:10 “The thief cometh not, but for
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.”

(2) Eternal life in the hereafter; John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.”

2. 1 John 2:1 “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”
a. “That ye sin not” in the Greek is the aorist tense and is generally considered point

action.
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b. The purpose of his writing is so we will not commit even one isolated act of sin.
(1) He recognizes that we will have occasions of sin.

(a) 1 John 1:8, 10 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.... 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us.”

(b) When we do sin, we had an Advocate with the Father.
(2) John views that which he wrote as totally sufficient to instruct us to live

separated from sin.
C. Paul:

1. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”

2. The Scriptures are profitable for:
a. Doctrine or teaching
b. Reproof which is a proving or establishing of what is right and wrong.
c. Correction which is to bring a person who has gone astray back to the right way

.
d. Instruction in righteousness

(1) Instruction is th totality of teaching.
(2) Righteousness is that which is right as revealed by God’s commands.

(a) Psa. 119:172 “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are
righteousness.”

(b) Rom. 1:16-17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.”

(3) What the Scriptures accomplish:
(a) Makes us a man of God.

i) One becomes such by obedience to His Word in being born again.
a) John 3:3, 5 ”Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto

thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God....
5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”

b) Jam. 1:18 “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”

c) 1 Pet. 1:22-23 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently: 23Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.”

ii) We become new creatures; 2 Cor. 5:17 ”Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

iii) We are then children of God; Gal. 3:26-27 “For ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.”
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iv) As children we receive His blessings:
a) Eph. 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:”
b) Including inheriting eternal life; Rom. 8:16-17 “The Spirit itself

beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17And if
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”

(b) Makes us perfect.
i) This is the Greek artios.

a) Friberg defines it as “one able to meet all demands.”
b) Zodhiates says, “complete, sufficient, completely qualified

(2 Tim. 3:17)....one in which all the parts are complete or
whole and what they are supposed to be, so that they might
serve their destined purpose.”

ii) If the Scriptures enable us to meet all the demands, they make us
complete, sufficient, and completely qualified, then nothing is
lacking.

(c) Makes us completely furnished to all good works.
i) There are no good works lacking when we use the Scriptures

properly.
ii) Good works are those things which God has authorized us to do.

D. Peter
1. 2 Pet. 1:3-4 “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and

godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

2. Through God’s power in giving us His Word to come to a knowledge of Him.
3. Four things which come by the Scriptures:

a. Life; abundant life here and eternal life.
b. Godliness; Friberg says, “a articular manner of life characterized by reverence

toward God and respect for the beliefs and practices related to him.”
c. Partaker of the divine nature; one who takes the attributes or characteristics of

God.
d. Escape the corruption that is in the world.

(1) This corruption comes through lust; 1 John 2:15-17 “Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

(2) It is contrary to God and His nature.
4. Through a knowledge of the Scriptures we have all these things, thus we do not need

anything else to get us to heaven; 2 Pet. 1:11 “For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
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IV. TRUTH
A. Truth is:

1. “The quality or state of being true,” and true is “in accordance with fact or reality.” 
2. Jesus is the revealer of Truth.

a. John 1:17 “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”
b. John 18:37 “Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest

that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear
witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.”

c. His Word is truth; 
d. John 8:31-32 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word,

then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
B. The apostles recognized and believed the Bible is Truth.

1. Peter
a. 1 Pet. 1:22 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto

unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.”
b. The Spirit revealed the Word to the apostles and Peter says it is Truth.

2. Paul
a. Col. 1:5 “For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word

of the truth of the gospel.”
(1) The Gospel is the Truth.
(2) That Truth produces fruit in our lives when we submit to it; Col. 1:6 “Which

is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since
the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:”

b. We can come to a knowledge of it:
(1) 1 Tim. 2:4 “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the

truth”
(2) Which is the same as; John 8:32 “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free.”
c. We can understand it; Eph. 5:17 “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the

will of the Lord is.”
d. Peter adds that we can obey it; 1 Pet. 1:22 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying

the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with
a pure heart fervently.”

e. When we fail to obey it; Rom. 2:8 “But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath.”

C. Truth and error.
1. If there is truth, there is also error.
2. 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because

many false prophets are gone out into the world.”
3. Acts 20:28-31 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
29For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock. 30Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them. 31Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one
night and day with tears.”
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4. Jude 3 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.”

5. Those who are false teachers are to be marked and avoided; Rom. 16:17-18 “Now I
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them. 18For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.”

6. This is done because of a love for the Truth and knowing that only truth can save, and
error condemns.

V. SAVED BY
A. It is the Gospel that saves man.

1. Many have forgotten this.
2. Many have tried entertainment, recreation, etc., to appeal to and try to save people.
3. Many have changed the spiritual thrust of the church to a social emphasis.

a. John 18:36 “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my
kingdom not from hence.”

b. A change from saving man’s soul to saving the earth.
B. The apostles realized man’s need to be saved spiritually.

1. That is why they preached the Gospel to them.
2. 2 Tim. 4:2 “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all

longsuffering and doctrine.”
3. 1 Pet. 4:11 “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it

as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom
be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

C. The apostles attitude:
1. John 6.

a. Jesus feeds 5,000 men then teaches them about the true bread of life.
(1) They had to eat His flesh and drink His blood to have life.
(2) This is obedience to His teachings.

b. Because of the difficulty of the teaching, many left; John 6:66 “From that time many
of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.”

c. Jesus asks His apostles; John 6:67 “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go
away?”

d. We see the apostles’ view about the Bible and savation by Peter’s response; John
6:68-69 “Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life. 69And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”
(1) There is no other place to find eternal life.
(2) Cute little stories and after dinner speeches will not save.
(3) Entertainment and recreation will not save.

2. 1 Pet. 1:22-23 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23Being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.”
a. To have our souls purified, one must obey the Truth.
b. The Truth is that message which had been revealed by the Spirit to the apostles.
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c. That message is described as the Word of God.
d. The Word of God is that incorruptible seed which produces a new spiritual life

in man when he is born again.
e. Peter then calls this message the Word of the Lord; 1 Pet. 1:25 “But the word of the

Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”
f. The Spirit was bringing to Peter’s remembrance what Jesus said.

(1) That was what the Spirit was to do; John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

(2) Jesus was the revealer of Truth
(a) John 1:17 “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus

Christ.”
(b) John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh

unto the Father, but by me.”
(3) John 8:32 “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

3. The Gospel is God’s power to save.
a. Peter called that Truth that would purify our souls as the Gospel; 
b. 1 Pet. 1:22, 25 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto

unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:...25But the
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto
you.”

c. Rom. 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

d. If men change or alter it, it will not save; Gal. 1:8-9 “But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. 9As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

D. God’s desire is for man’s salvation.
1. John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

2. 1 Tim. 2:4 “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”
a. Coming to a knowledge of the truth is the means by which God saves man.
b. The Truth has been revealed in the Gospel.

E. 2 Tim. 3:15 “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

VI. JUDGED BY
A. Each person will stand before God in judgment.

1. 2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

2. Mat. 25:32 “And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:”

3. Rom. 14:10-12 “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother?
for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12So then every one of us shall give
account of himself to God.”
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4. This will be a passing of sentence as to where we will spend eternity.
B. All judgment belongs to God.

1. He has this by right of creation.
2. He has given it to His Son.

a. John 5:22 “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:”
b. He will judge us, but the standard of judgment will be His Words; John 12:48 “He

that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”

C. The apostles were writing the words of Christ.
1. John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he

shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”
2. Thus they state that the Scriptures (what they were writing) will judge us.

a. Acts 17:30-31 “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
every where to repent: 31Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men,
in that he hath raised him from the dead.”
(1) He will do so in “righteousness.”
(2) Righteousness is revealed in the Gospel; Rom. 1:16-17 “For I am not ashamed

of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”

(3) Psa. 119:172 “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are
righteousness.”

b. Rom. 2:16 “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my
gospel.”
(1) It was his Gospel in the sense he had been entrusted with it.
(2) Gal. 1:11-12 “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not

after man. 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ.”

(3) He was given the words to speak and write, and those words came from
Christ as directed by the Holy Spirit.

c. 2 Tim. 4:1-2 “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
(1) Christ will judge.
(2) He will judge the living (quick) and dead when He comes.
(3) There is the charge to preach the Word because that is the basis of that

judgment.
d. Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened:

and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their works.”
(1) Everyone will stand before God and be judged by what they have done in

their lives.
(2) The standard of that judgment.

(a) Jesus said His Words would judge us.
(b) Here the books (plural) are opened.
(c) The books are those 66 books contained in the Bible.
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Conclusion: Since we will be judged by those Words, we need to hear them. That is why the
apostles took that Word to the entire world and instructed others to preach that Word.

They recognized the Bible’s importance by quoting from it in their sermons; had a desire for
the Word (2 Tim. 4:13 “The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books,
but especially the parchments.”), and wanted others to know it (Col. 4:16 “And when this epistle is read among
you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”)
We need to develop the type of respect as the apostles possessed which will cause us to have the
same desire to have it, live by it, and teach it to others.


