
 

The Calling Of God 
Intro: As a basis for this study let us turn to Eph. 4:1 “I Therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that 

ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,” Paul tells us to walk worthy of the vocation to which 
we have been called. We as Christians have a calling. This calling comes from God; Heb. 3:1 
“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus;” 2 Tim. 1:9 “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,” Phi. 3:14 “I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” We are to make this calling sure so we 
can have an eternal home with God; 2 Pet. 1:10-11 “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Let us notice a little about this 
calling. 

I. WE ARE CALLED BY THE GOSPEL. 
A. 2 The. 2:14 “Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 
B. This is to be preached to the unbeliever. 

1. Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

2. Rom. 1:16-17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” 

3. What that Gospel is: 1 Cor. 15:1-4 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye 
keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And 
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:” 

C. Man must obey it. 
1. Rom. 6:17-18 “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 

heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness.” 

2. Heb. 5:9 “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him;” 

3. That obedience is found in baptism; Rom. 6:3-4 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.” 

D. The Christian is to live by it; 1 Cor. 15:1-2 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” 

E. If we reject it we will be lost; 
1. 2 The. 1:6-9 “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble 

you; 7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” 

2. Obey denotes continuous action. We must continue to obey the Gospel or else be lost. 
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II. WE ARE CALLED TO PREACH THE GOSPEL. 
A. Paul and Barnabas; Acts 13:2 “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 

Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” 
B. Paul and Silas; Acts 16:10 “And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into 

Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.”  
C. Today we are to preach that same gospel. 

1. Mat. 28:19-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” cf. Mark 16:15-16 “And 
he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

2. 1 Cor. 1:21 “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 

3. 2 Tim. 4:2 “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.” 

4. 2 Tim. 2:2 “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou 
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 

5. Jer. 20:9 “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could 
not stay.” 

III. WE ARE CALLED TO BE SAINTS; HOLY. 
A. 1 Cor. 1:2 “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 

to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:”; 1 
Pet. 1:15 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;”; 1 The. 
4:7 “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” 

B. Saint, Sanctification and holy come from the same Greek word ἅγιος (hagios). It 
means set apart, cf. altars built above, apart from the earth. 
1. To be freed from sin. 

a. Acts 2:14-38 
b. Rom. 6:1-7 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God 

forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.” 

2. To be dedicated, consecrated to the service of God; Rom. 6:8-23 “Now if we be dead with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye 
are not under the law, but under grace. 15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but 
under grace? God forbid. 16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
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ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17 But God be 
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which 
was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 19 I speak 
after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 
righteousness unto holiness. 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 
What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

IV. CALLED INTO LIGHT. 
A. 1 Pet. 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 

should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;” 
B. Light is used to describe God. 

1. 1 John 1:5 “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 

2. The “light” takes on the meaning of t he nature of God. 
a. Holiness. 
b. Goodness. 
c. Truthfulness. 
d. Righteousness. 
e. Faithfulness. 
f. Merciful. 

3. Light is always opposed to the works of darkness. 
a. Rom. 13:12 “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” 
b. Phi. 2:15 “That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 

midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;” 
4. Darkness is opposed to light. 

a. John 1:5 “And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” 
b. John 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” 

V. CALLED TO SUFFER. 
A. 2 The. 1:11, 4-5 “Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this 

calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:… 4 So that we 
ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure: 5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:” 
1. God allowed the prophets to suffer; Mat. 5:10-12 “Blessed are they which are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you.” 

2. God allowed His Son to suffer; Heb. 2:10 “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings.” 



Page -4- The Calling Of God 

 
3. Thus, it is only just for God to allow us to suffer; Mat. 10:22-25 “And ye shall be hated of 

all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 23 But when they persecute 
you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel, till the Son of man be come. 24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. 
25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?” 

B. When we allow it to work it will be for our benefit. 
1. Rom. 5:3-5 “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” 

2. Jam. 1:3-4, 12 “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have 
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing…. 12 Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him.” 

C. Our suffering must be for doing right. 
1. All people will suffer. 
2. Mat. 5:10-12 “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for 
so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

3. 1 Pet. 4:15-16 “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a 
busybody in other men’s matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 
him glorify God on this behalf.” 

VI. CALLED UNTO ETERNAL LIFE. 
A. 1 Pet. 5:10 “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 

ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.”; 2 Pet. 1:10-11 “Wherefore 
the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall: 11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

B. There are only two destinies. 
1. Mat. 12:30 “He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth 

abroad.” 
2. Mat. 25:31-46 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 

shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 
or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye 
took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall 
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say 
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unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” 

3. Mat. 7:13-14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” 

Conclusion: You have been called of God. If you have not answered that call in obedience to Him, 
or if you have not been living worthy of that calling, make things right with God today.  


