
The Church
Intro: In today’s world the church is spoken of very disparagingly. We have preachers telling us
that the church is unimportant and to just preach Christ and leave the church out (wanting the
Man but not the plan). We are also told that the church is old fogey and does not meet the needs
of the modern man (this has been part of the reason for the house church arrangement). But in
the scriptures the church plays a very important role and one that must be studied.

I. WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
A. Meaning:

1. Webster defines it as, “a building for public, especially Christian
worship.”

2. From the Greek word ekklesia (ejkklhsiva) which means the called out.
B. It is those who have been called out.

1. Out of darkness into the light; 1 Pet. 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:”

2. To walk as God would have us.
a. Eph. 4:1 “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk

worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,”
b. Rom. 12:2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.”

II. IMPORTANCE OF THE CHURCH.
A. Has Christ as its head.

1. Eph. 1:22-23 “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over
all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

2. Col. 1:18 “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.”

3. Thus Christ reigns as king.
a. 1 Tim. 6:15 “Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only

Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;”
b. Rev. 17:14 “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall

overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with
him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”

c. Rev. 19:16 “And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written,
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS”

d. 1 Cor. 15:25 “For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.”
e. Mat. 28:18 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given

unto me in heaven and in earth.”
4. The church is His body.

a. 1 Cor. 12:12-27
b. Eph. 4:4 “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope

of your calling;”
c. Acts 9:4 “And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul,

Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
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B. Christ gave Himself for the church.
1. Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which

the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.”

2. Eph. 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it;”

3. Gal. 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.”

4. 1 Tim. 2:6 “Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”
5. Through the death on the cross.

III. HOW WE GET INTO THE CHURCH?
A. We do not join the church.
B. Acts 2:
C. 1 Cor. 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

Conclusion: Thus, we see that the church is vital. It was eternally purposed by God (Eph. 3:10-
11 “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:”). We
can be a part of that church of which Christ is the head by being baptized. If you have not been
baptized for the remission of your sins; do so at this time.


