
The Church Established
Intro: We have noticed the church in purpose from the foundation of the world, the church in
prophecy, and the preparatory work done by John the baptist and Jesus for that church. Now let us
notice the establishment of the church.

I. ACTS 1:3-8 “To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4And, being assembled together with
them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which,
saith he, ye have heard of me. 5For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence. 6When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power. 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.”
A. The promise of the Holy Spirit.

1. Promised even in the Old Testament.
2. Mat. 3:11 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier

than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:”
3. Mark 9:1 “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here,

which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.”
B. Witnesses

1. Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.”

2. Acts 1:22, 25 “Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us,
must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.... 25That he may take part of this
ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.”

3. Denotes one who is an apostle.

II. ACTS 2:
A. Coming of the Holy Spirit.

1. Acts 2:1-4 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.”

2. The kingdom would be established when this happened.
a. Mark 9:1 “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand

here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.”
b. Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.”

B. Peter’s sermon; Acts 2:14-36
1. Joel’s prophecy.

a. Acts 2:16-21 “But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17And it shall come to pass
in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
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dreams: 18And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy: 19And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth
beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 21And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

b. Joel 2:28-32 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions: 29And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I
pour out my spirit. 30And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke. 31The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come. 32And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as
the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.”
(1) All flesh—without race distinction.
(2) Sons and daughters—without sex distinctions.
(3) Old and young men—without age distinction.
(4) Servants and handmaids—without social distinctions.
(5) Call on the Lord’s name

(a) Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.”

(b) Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

2. Mighty works and miracles
a. Acts 2:22 “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among

you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know:”

b. John 3:2 “The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a
teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him.”

c. John 20:30-31 “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book: 31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”

3. Death and resurrection
a. Acts 2:23-32 “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye

have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24Whom God hath raised up, having
loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 25For David
speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand,
that I should not be moved: 26Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover
also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt
make me full of joy with thy countenance. 29Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
30Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit
of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31He seeing this
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption. 32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.”

b. According to the foreknowledge of God: Christ was crucified.
c. But God raised Him up.

(1) Rom. 1:4 “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of
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holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:”
(2) 1 Cor. 15

d. David’s prophecy
(1) Psa. 16:8-11 “I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall

not be moved. 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in
hope. 10For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. 11Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

(2) Acts 2:25-28 “For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my
face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26Therefore did my heart rejoice,
and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27Because thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28Thou hast
made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.”

(3) Acts 2:29-32 “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30Therefore being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31He seeing this before
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption. 32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.”
(a) 2 Sam. 7:11-16 “And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my

people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the Lord telleth
thee that he will make thee an house. 12And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt
sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build an house for my name, and
I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 14I will be his father, and he shall be
my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the
stripes of the children of men: 15But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took
it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 16And thine house and thy kingdom shall be
established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.”

(b) Psa. 132:11 “The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of
the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.”

4. Christ exaltation
a. Acts 2:33-36 “Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the

Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 34For
David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit
thou on my right hand, 35Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 36Therefore let all the house of Israel
know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ.”

b. Psa. 110:1 “The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies
thy footstool.”

c. 1 Cor. 15:25 “For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.”
d. Eph. 1:20-23 “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at

his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

e. Phi. 2:5-11 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
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10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”

C. Response and the church established.
1. Acts 2:37 “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the

rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
2. Acts 2:38-40 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39For the promise
is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
40And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward
generation.”

3. Acts 2:41, 47 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls....47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

Conclusion: If you are not a member of that church which Jesus established, why not do what they
did on this occasion and allow God to add you to Christ church.


