
Confidence At His Coming
Intro: 1 John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and
not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

1. It is a fact that Christ shall come again.
a. About one out of every 25 verses in the New Testament deals, either directly or indirectly,

with this subject.
b. Christ said He would come again; John 14:1-2 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,

believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so , I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you.”

c. Angels declared it; Acts 1:11 “Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.”

d. Paul’s epistles emphasize this (i.e., 1 The. 5:1-6 “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have
no need that I write unto you. 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief
in the night. 3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief. 5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the
night, nor of darkness. 6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”)

e. John affirms it here.
2. There are many questions concerning the second coming.

a. When?
i. Mat. 24:35-36 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 36But of that

day and hour knoweth no man , no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”
ii. Mat. 25:13 “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man

cometh.”
b. What will He do when He comes?

i. Raise the dead; John 5:28-29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are
in the graves shall hear his voice, 29And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”

ii. Change the living; 1 Cor. 15:51-55 “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, 52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible shall have put
on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?”; 1 The. 4:16-17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet th Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

iii. Judge the world; Matt. 25:31-46
3. The important question is, how will He find me when He comes?

I. HE WILL FIND SOME PEOPLE ASHAMED.
A. 1 John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence,

and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
B. Some will be ashamed because they denied the Lord; 1 John 2:23 “Whosoever denieth the
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Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.”
1. Some deny the Lord by word; Mat. 26:69-75 “Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a

damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70But he denied before them all,
saying, I know not what thou sayest. 71And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him,
and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 72And again he denied
with an oath, I do not know the man. 73And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to
Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 74Then began he to curse and to
swear, saying , I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 75And Peter remembered the word
of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and
wept bitterly.”

2. Some deny Him by the lives they live; Tit. 1:16 “They profess that they know God; but in
works they deny him , being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.”

3. Some deny Him by denying His word; Mark 8:38 “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

C. Some will be ashamed because they rebelled at the commands of the gospel; 2 The. 1:7-9
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, 8In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;”

D. Some will be ashamed because they, “trod under foot the Son of God.” Heb. 10:26-31 “For
if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins, 27But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries. 28He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29Of how much
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite
unto the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense,
saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.”
1. Stopped trying to live for Jesus.
2. Turned to the sinfulness of the world; 2 Pet. 2:20-22 “For if after they have escaped the

pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it , to turn from
the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22But it is happened unto them according to the true
proverb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the
mire.”

3. Gave heed to seducing doctrines; 1 Tim. 4:1-6 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
2Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3Forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them
which believe and know the truth. 4For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it
be received with thanksgiving: 5For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 6If thou put the
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in
the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.”

II. HE WILL FIND SOME WITH BOLDNESS (CONFIDENCE).
A. 1 John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence,

and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
B. Confidence born of faith; 1 The. 4:13-17 “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,

concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14For if we believe
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that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15For this we
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep. 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.”
1. Faith in his second coming that prompted one to look for the Lord; Heb. 9:28 “So Christ

was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second
time without sin unto salvation.”

2. Faith in His second coming that moved one to use his talents in the Lord’s service;
Mat. 25:1-13

C. Confidence of knowing that God means what He says; 2 Pet. 3:9 “The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to repentance.”
1. That God will reward the faithful with everlasting life; 2 Tim. 4:7-8 “I have fought a good

fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 7Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.”

2. That the wicked shall be punished with everlasting destruction; Mat. 25:46 “And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

D. Confidence that comes from doing what the Lord commands. 1 John 2:3-5 “And hereby we
do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love
of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.”
1. Obedience to the commands: Believe, Repent, Confess, and be baptized.
2. Obedience in adding the Christian graces; 2 Pet. 1:5-11 “And beside this, giving all

diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6And to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. 8For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But he that lacketh these things is
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10Wherefore the
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall
never fall: 11For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

3. Obedience in zealously working for the Lord.
a. 1 Cor. 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding

in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
b. Tit. 2:14 “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
E. Confidence born of genuine love for the Lord. 1 John 4:17 “Herein is our love made perfect,

that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.”
1. Love that causes us to obey God, and to delight in that obedience; 1 John 5:3 “For this

is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”
2. Love that cast out the fear of facing God; 1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love; but perfect

love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.”

III. HE WILL FIND THOSE FAITHFUL ONES ABIDING IN HIM.
A. 1 John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence,

and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
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B. To “abide in him”: one must first get into Christ.
1. In Christ people are children of God; Gal. 3:26 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in

Christ Jesus.”
2. In Christ men are new creatures; 2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new

creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
3. In Christ men are redeemed, forgiven of sins.

a. Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of his grace;”

b. Col. 1:14 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”
4. One must be baptized into Christ.

a. Gal. 3:26-27 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

b. Rom. 6:3-4 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? 4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life.”

C. John’s admonition is, “abide in Him.” 1 John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in him; that,
when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
1. Don’t depart through unbelief.

a. Heb. 3:12 “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God.”

b. 1 Tim. 1:19-20 “Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away
concerning faith have made shipwreck: 20Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have
delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.”

2. Don’t become discouraged because of sin. 1 John 1:7-2:2 “But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 2:1My little children,
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous: 2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.”

3. Don’t listen to false doctrine; Eph. 4:15 “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him
in all things, which is the head, even Christ:”

Conclusion: Jesus shall come again; Heb. 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment:”, and the redeemed shall be made like him, 1 John 3:1-3 “Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew him not. 2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3And every man that hath this hope in him
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”; Phi. 3:21 “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”

As the song, “When we all get to heaven” says” “Just one glimpse of Him in glory Will the toils
of life repay.” The words of the song, “There’s a Great Day Coming” provide a forceful conclusion
to the lesson. “Are you ready?”


