
Salvation by Faith
Intro: One of the most important doctrines presented in the New Testament is
salvation by faith.

1. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

2. Acts 10:43 “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth
in him shall receive remission of sins.”

3. Acts 16:30-31 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31And they
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”

4. In this lesson I would like to look at this salvation, and notice exactly what it
encompasses.

I. OBEDIENCE IS ALSO NECESSARY.
A. Heb. 5:8-9 “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he

suffered; 9And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him;”

B. 1 Pet. 4:17 “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”

C. 2 The. 1:6-9 “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them
that trouble you; 7And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9Who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power;”

D. Rom. 6:17-18 “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18Being then made
free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”

E. Obedience is not faith; Mat. 7:21-23 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.”

F. Do we have a contradiction?
1. Acts 16:30-31 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be

saved? 31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house.” cf. 1 Pet. 3:20-21 “Which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 21The like figure
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ:”

2. Acts 10:43 “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.” cf. Acts 2:38 “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.”

3. The answer to this seeming contradiction is Mark 16:15-16 “And he
said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
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16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.”

II. THE TERM FAITH IS USED IN TWO WAYS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
A. Specific (one step in salvation.)

1. Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

2. Acts 8:12 “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women.”

3. Acts 18:8 “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord
with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were
baptized.”

4. Acts 19:18 “And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their
deeds.”

5. But we see that faith alone is not enough.
a. Jam. 2:19 “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the

devils also believe, and tremble.”
b. Mat. 8:29 “And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with

thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before
the time?”

c. John 12:42-43 “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed
on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they
should be put out of the synagogue: 43For they loved the praise of men
more than the praise of God.”

B. General Way (all the steps of salvation.)
1. Heb. 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed

about seven days.”
2. What does this general type faith embrace:

a. Confession: Acts 8:36-37 “And as they went on their way, they came
unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized? 37And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God.”

b. Acts 2:44 “And all that believed were together, and had all things
common;” Within the context those that believed had faith,
repented and were baptized.

c. Acts 16:30-31 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do
to be saved? 31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.”
(1) He was not called a believer until after he repented (by

implication) and was baptized.
(2) Acts 16:34 “And when he had brought them into his house, he

set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his
house.”

(3) Acts 16:32-33 “And they spake unto him the word of the Lord,
and to all that were in his house. 33And he took them the same
hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he
and all his, straightway.”
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3. The whole of the Christian life
a. 1 Pet. 1:9 “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your

souls.”
b. 2 Cor. 5:7 “(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)”

Conclusion: Have you done the steps to be called a believer today?


