
Gospel
Intro: Gospel means good news or glad tidings. In the New Testament the gospel is of prime
importance. Let us notice some things about the gospel.

I. G — GOD GIVEN.
A. The Old Testament.

1. 2 Pet. 1:20-21 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.”

2. “The word of the Lord came” is found over 3,800 times in the Bible.
3. “Thus saith the Lord is found over 2,000 times.
4. Exo. 4:12 “Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.”; Exo.

20:1 “And God spake all these words, saying,”
B. Today God speaks through His Son.

1. John 12:48-50 “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49For I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50And I
know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto
me, so I speak.”

2. Heb. 1:1-2 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, 2Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;”

3. Heb. 2:3 “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them at heard him;”

C. The Holy Spirit guided the apostles.
1. John 14:25-26 “These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26But the Comforter,

which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

2. John 16:12-13 “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13Howbeit when
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.”

3. Mark. 13:11 “But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not
ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.”

4. 1 Cor. 2:10-16 “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God. 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God. 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. 15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16For
who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

5. Gal. 1:11-12 “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

6. 1 Tim. 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”
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D. The scriptures are inspired.
1. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,

for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.”

2. 1 Cor. 14:37 “If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things
that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”

3. Gal. 3:16 “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”

4. Further proof:
a. The testimony of Jesus (He was more than a man).
b. Unity of the books and their content.
c. Fulfilled prophecy.
d. Archaeological research.
e. Corroborating testimony of true science.
f. Superiority of its teachings.
g. Victory over all attacks.

E. Man did not give the gospel, but he can pervert it.
1. Gal. 1:6-9 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto

another gospel: 7Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel
of Christ. 8But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any
other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

2. Mat. 15:9 “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”

II. O — ORDINANCE CONTAINING.
A. The gospel contains the law of Christ.

1. Jam. 1:25; 2:12 “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.... 2:12So speak ye, and so do,
as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.”

2. Rom. 8:2 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.”

3. Gal. 6:2 “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”
4. It gives ordinances, prescribes a rule of life, punishes the wicked and rewards the

obedient.
B. It is decreed that man:

1. Believe
a. 1 John 3:23 “And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus

Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.”
b. John 8:24 “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he,

ye shall die in your sins.”
2. Repent

a. Acts 17:30 “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every
where to repent:”

b. Luke 13:3 “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
3. Confess

a. Mat. 10:32 “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my
Father which is in heaven.”
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b. Rom. 10:10 “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.”

4. Be baptized.
a. Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
b. Acts 10:48 “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they

him to tarry certain days.”
C. We are to add to our faith.

1. 2 Pet. 1:3-11 “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness; 7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11For so an entrance shall be ministered
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

2. Gal. 5:22-25 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
23Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts. 25If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”

III. S — SOUL SAVING.
A. The gospel saves.

1. Rom. 1:16-17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”

2. 1 Cor. 15:1-2 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.”

3. 2 Thess. 1:6-9 “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble
you; 7And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, 8In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;”

4. Acts 2:47 “Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved.”

B. Many in their eagerness to help society, have forgotten that the gospel was designed
first of all to save the soul.
1. Mat. 1:21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his

people from their sins.”
2. Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
3. Jam. 1:21 “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness

the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”

IV. P — PROMISSORY: THROUGH THE GOSPEL THE LORD PROMISES US:
A. Remission of sins.

1. Mark. 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
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2. Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

B. Eternal life.
1. 2 Tim. 2:10 “Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation

which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”
2. Heb. 5:8-9 “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9And being

made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”
3. 1 John 2:25 “And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.”

C. The necessities of life.
1. Mat. 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added

unto you.”
2. Mark 10:29-30 “And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left

house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the
gospel’s, 30But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”

D. Rom. 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose.”

V. E — EFFECTIVE.
A. It was so powerful that those who preached it had the reputation of turning the world

upside down; Acts 17:6 “And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the
rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;”

B. It was elevating and reformatory in the lives of:
1. Paul

a. 1 Cor. 15:9-10 “For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because
I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with me.”

b. 1 Tim. 1:13 “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy,
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.”

2. Onesimus: Phile. 10-11 “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:
11Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:”

3. The Thessalonians; 1 The. 1:9 “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had
unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;”

4. The people on Pentecost; Acts 2:36-47 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37Now when they heard
this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do? 38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39For the promise is
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40And
with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
41Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls. 42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done
by the apostles. 44And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45And sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46And they, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, 47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.”
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C. It can have the same effect on us.

VI. L — LASTING.
A. It endureth forever.

1. Mat. 24:35 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
2. 1 Pet. 1:25 “But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is

preached unto you.”
B. We will face it at the judgment.

1. John 12:48 “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”

2. Rom. 2:16 “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”
3. Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.”

Conclusion: The Gospel is all of these things. Will you not accept its saving message to receive its
blessings.


