
Implications Concerning Salvation
Intro: Acts 16:30-31 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31And they said, Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” The question asked by the jailor on this
occasion was not, and is not, peculiar to him. It is a universal question; men of all times and all
chimes have sought an answer to it.
1. The cultured Greeks tried to find an answer to it by building altars to many gods and finally to

the “unknown god” (Acts 17).
2. The Indian mother throws her baby into the Ganges River by way of seeking the answer to this

question.
3. Natives in darkest Africa dance round and round until they fall rigid to the ground foaming at

the mouth; they too seek this question’s answer.
4. Acts 2:37 “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the

apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
5. Acts 9:6 “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto

him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”
6. Your presence in this assembly implies that you too seek its answer.
7. Let us notice the implications in this question concerning salvation.

I. IMPLIES THERE ARE BUT TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE: THE SAVED AND THE
LOST.
A. It is not the cultured and uncultured, the learned and unlearned, the rich and the

poor, but those who have life and those without life.
B. We usually do not like to make such divisions or classifications, but the Bible does.

1. Mat. 7:13-14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”

2. God’s or the devil’s kingdom; Col. 1:12-14 “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”

3. God’s or the devil’s family; 1 John 5:18-19 “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth
not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 19And we
know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.”

4. We are in one or the other.

II. IMPLIES A CONSCIOUSNESS OF BEING LOST.
A. The jailor was an uncertain man as to what he must do but he was a certain man as

to knowing he was lost.
B. He did not try to dodge the issue or shut his eyes to the facts; he was lost and he knew

he was lost.
1. Rom. 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”
2. Gal. 3:22 “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ

might be given to them that believe.”
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C. This is the first step necessary in gaining salvation.
1. So also with us, we must recognize our lost condition.
2. A man will not send for a physician unless he believe himself to be sick.
3. He will not try to learn unless he believes himself ignorant.
4. Nor will he turn to God (the Great Physician, Master Teacher) for salvation unless he

realizes he is lost and is in need of salvation.
D. It is a great day for man when he sees himself as God sees him and cries out, “Lord

be merciful to me a sinner.”

III. IMPLIES A POSSIBILITY OF BEING SAVED.
A. This would be a question of dark despair otherwise.
B. We must recognize the Lord is willing and able to save us.

1. 2 Pet. 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

2. Heb. 7:25 “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing
he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

3. None have fallen into such depths of sin that the Lord cannot save; cf. Isa. 59:1
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot
hear:”

IV. IMPLIES A WILLINGNESS TO BE SAVED.
A. His desire for salvation prompted the question.
B. Is such your desire today?

1. Are you willing to be saved?
2. No one can force your obedience!
3. If so, the rest is comparatively easy.

V. IMPLIES ONE MUST DO SOMETHING TO BE SAVED.
A. Phi. 2:12 “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”
B. Acts 2:37, 40 “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and

to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?... 40And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.”

C. Acts 9:6 “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”

D. Acts 10:6 “He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what
thou oughtest to do.”

E. We nod our heads in agreement but do we apply the principle? Are we doing that
which the Lord requires?

VI. IMPLIES SALVATION IS AN INDIVIDUAL MATTER.
A. What must I do—not others, but “I”?
B. Too often we seemingly trust our salvation to other men’s shortcomings and failures.
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Conclusion: The answer: Acts 16:30-34 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 32And they spake unto him
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 33And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 34And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before
them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.”


