
 

The Misunderstood Christ 
Intro: There are many terms in the Bible by which our Lord is described: “Bright and Morning 
Star,” the “Lion of the tribe of Judah” and others. Likewise, there are many titles given Him today 
by people who have experienced His soothing balm: “the wonderful Christ,” “the mighty Christ,” 
“the saving Christ.” 

1. But possibly no term fits Him better than “the misunderstood Christ,” for of all men Jesus 
was the most misunderstood. 

2. Mat. 27:46-47 “46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard 
that, said, This man calleth for Elias.” 

3. John 2:18-21 “18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that 
thou doest these things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in 
three days? 21 But he spake of the temple of his body.” 

4. Mat. 26:59-62 “59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, 
to put him to death; 60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the 
last came two false witnesses, 61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build 
it in three days. 62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which 
these witness against thee?” 

a. Misunderstandings have been responsible for some of the world’s greatest tragedies: 
(friendships destroyed, nations going to war, churches divided) even the death of 
God’s Son. 

b. Let us notice some of the ways in which Christ has been misunderstood. 

I. HIS GOSPEL IS MISUNDERSTOOD. 
A. What is His Gospel? 

1. Gospel means announcement of good news or glad tidiings. 
2. Specifically, it is: 1 Cor. 15:1-4 “1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 

preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:” 

B. By it, man is saved. 
1. Rom. 1:16 “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 

to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
2. 1 Cor. 1:18 “18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 

are saved it is the power of God.” 
3. 1 Cor. 15:1-2 “1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which 

also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” 

4. Man must obey it to be saved: 
a. Rom. 6:17-18 “17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 

the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye 
became the servants of righteousness.” 

b. 1 Pet. 1:22, 25 “22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23 

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
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grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” 

5. That obedience involves: 
a. Hearing God’s Word; Rom. 10:17 “17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.” 
b. Believe: 

(1) Heb. 11:6 “6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 

(2) John 8:24 “24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 

c. Repent; Acts 17:30 “30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent:” 

d. Confess; Rom. 10:10 “10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

e. Baptized; Mark 16:16 “16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.” 

C. Man minimizes it: 
1. If men did not misunderstand, they would not try to minimize its importance. 
2. Like the Jews, they discredit Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection and the salvation 

that comes thereby; 1 Cor. 1:23 “23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;” 

D. Too, they try to discount the terms of salvation by that Gospel because they 
misunderstand. 
1. Because of the error of Calvinism men teach: 

a. Salvation by grace only. 
b. Salvation by faith only. 

2. Some teach to say the “sinner’s prayer.” 
a. Rom. 10:9-10 “9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

b. But notice the context: 
(1) The need for faith which comes by hearing God’s Word; Rom. 10:11-17 “11 

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12 For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How 
then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 16 But they have not 
all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 17 So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

(2) The need for obedience to that Word of God; Rom. 10:16 “16 But they have not 
all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?” 

II. HIS MIRACLES HAVE BEEN MISUNDERSTOOD. 
A. The Jewish multitudes thought Christ’s miracles were for the expressed purpose of 

relieving their human suffering. 
1. They did relieve suffering, show compassion, draw a crowd, or excite the fancy. 

a. They often did this. 
b. These were not the purpose of miracles. 
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2. They failed to understand the purpose for His miracles: to confirm His deity and 
instill faith. 
a. The raising of Lazarus 

(1) John 11:15 “15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may 
believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.” 

(2) John 11:45 “45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which 
Jesus did, believed on him.” 

b. Mat. 9:1-6 “1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. 2 And, 
behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith 
said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 3 And, behold, 
certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. 4 And Jesus knowing their 
thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be 
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? 6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto 
thine house.” 

c. Nicodemus; John 3:2 “2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him.” 

d. Acts 2:22 “22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know:” 

B. Likewise, men today still misunderstand the purpose and reason for His miracles. 
1. Mainly used to excite the fancy (and bring money to the fake healer). 
2. They were confirmatory (confirming the Word): 

a. Mark 16:20 “20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” 

b. Heb. 2:1-4 “1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” 

3. Miracles were to produce faith instead of being the result of faith. 
a. Today it is claimed that one must have faith for the miracle to be performed. 
b. Biblical examples show the faith had to be on the one doing the miracle, not the 

recipient. 
(1) Mat. 17:16, 19-20 “16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 

Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with 
you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; 
and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19 Then came the 
disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto 
them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall 
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 

(2) John 20:30-31 “30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book: 31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” 

4. They misunderstand the fact that miracles have ceased. 
a. No means for miracles: 

(1) They came either directly or indirectly: 
(2) Directly only happened 2 times: 
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(a) The apostles on the day of Pentecost. 
(b) The household of Cornelius in Acts 10. 

(3) Indirectly, by the laying on of the apostles’ hands. 
(a) Philip received the power to work miracles. 

(i) He could not pass that power to others. 
(ii) Acts 8. 

(b) It was proof of their apostleship. 
(i) 2 Cor. 12:12 “12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all 

patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” 
(ii) The Corinthians had miraculous powers by Paul’s hands proving 

he was an apostle. 
b. Direct statements as to when they would cease: 

(1) 1 Cor. 13:8-10 “8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.” 
(a) Time is uppermost consideration: 

(i) Enduring nature of love versus the passing away of miraculous 
powers. 

(ii) When?  
a) When the perfect is come. 
b) The “in part” refers to miraculous (specifically knowledge and 

prophecy) 
c) The “perfect” is  the completed knowledge and prophecy—the 

completed revelation of the Bible. 
(b) Jam. 1:25 “25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 

therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be 
blessed in his deed.” 

(c) 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 

(2) Eph. 4:11-13 “11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ:” 
(a) Miracles had been given. 
(b) Purpose is bringing the church from infancy to maturity. 
(c) Duration is: 

(i) Till the unity of the faith which is when the Bible is completed. 
(ii) The “knowledge of the Son of God” which takes place when the 

totality of the Bible is completed. 
(iii) “A perfect man” who possesses the full measure of Christ and His 

fulness 
a) Which is the church reaching spiritual maturity. 
b) This comes by the complete revelation of God’s Word. 



The Misunderstood Christ Page -5- 
 
III. HIS KINGDOM AND CHURCH ARE MISUNDERSTOOD. 

A. The Jews were well acquainted with the Old Testament prophecies concerning the 
Messiah and His kingdom, and thus they looked for His coming. 
1. They thought the kingdom would be a physical kingdom with Jesus sitting on the 

throne in Jerusalem. 
a. John 6:15 “15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to 

make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.” 
b. Acts 1:6 “6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou 

at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” 
2. But they misunderstood that Christ would be King over a spiritual kingdom. 

a. John 18:36 “36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence.” 

b. John 3:1-7 “1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The 
same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? 
can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 

c. Luke 17:20-21 “20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 
21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 

3. Thus, they rejected Him. 
B. That misunderstanding continues today. 

1. Men fail to realize that the kingdom of Christ is spiritual and fulfilled in the church. 
a. Every Old Testament prophecy about the kingdom is shown to be fulfilled in the 

church. 
b. Notice some of what the prophets saw: 

(1) Joel saw the church having its beginning with a great outpouring of the 
Spirit. 

(2) Amos saw the church as the restored tabernacle of David. 
(3) Micah and Isaiah saw it as the house of God established on the top of the 

mountains and exalted above the hills. 
(4) Isaiah saw the church;/ 

(a) Having the foundation of the Messiah 
(b) A weekly memorial 
(c) An everlasting name 
(d) That of all nations God would take for priests. 
(e) Eunuch would be allowed to enter it. 

(5) Jeremiah saw it as a New Covenant written on the heart. 
(6) Daniel saw it as a small stone cut out of the mountain without hands that 

grew and filled the whole earth. 
(7) Ezekiel saw it as a sheepfold with one Shepherd (David) over them. 
(8) Zechariah saw it as a temple with a priest sitting on the throne and as an 

open fountain. 
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2. Many fail to realize that the church is not an afterthought with God. 
a. It was in the eternal purpose of God. 
b. Eph. 1:4 “4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before him in love:” 
c. Eph. 3:9-11 “9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 

beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord:” 

d. It is the theme of Ephesians. 
3. It is to be spiritual and not physically oriented: 

a. Its purpose is to save souls; Luke 19:10 “10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” 

b. To some, the church is nothing more than a social institution (i.e., to cure the ills 
of society). 

c. Others consider the church nothing more than a benevolent organization. 
4. Few realize that the church houses all the saved of God. 

a. Acts 2:41, 47 “41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon 
every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were 
together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.” 

b. Eph. 5:23 “23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: 
and he is the saviour of the body.” 

IV. HIS SILENCE IS MISUNDERSTOOD. 
A. When Jesus answered nothing before His accusers, they misunderstood His silence for 

an admission of guilt. 
1. Mark 15:3-4 “3 And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing. 4 And 

Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they witness against 
thee.” 

2. Before Herod; Luke 23:8-10 “8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was 
desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have 
seen some miracle done by him. 9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him 
nothing. 10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.” 

B. Even today His silence is grossly misunderstood. 
1. Men today believe it is a license to do as they please. 

a. “Where does He say we cannot do thus and so?” 
b. Instrumental music in worship. 
c. The Lord’s Supper (what and when we partake). 

2. Examples of silence: 
a. Respecting it: 

(1) Noah in building the ark. 
(2) Abraham in offering Isaac. 

b. Failing to respect it: 
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(1) Lev. 10:1-2 “1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, 
and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, 
which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured 
them, and they died before the LORD.” 

(2) King Uzziah: 
(a) He went into the temple to burn incense upon the altar. 
(b) Only priests were allowed to do so. 
(c) God struck him with leprosy. 

3. Failure to respect Christ’s silence is a failure to understand we cannot add to or change 
God’s Word. 
a. 1 Cor. 4:6 “6 And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos 

for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no 
one of you be puffed up for one against another.” 

b. Gal. 1:6-9 “6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so 
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him 
be accursed.” 

c. 2 John 9 “9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.” 

d. Rev. 22:18-19 “18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book.” 

4. We can only do what Christ authorizes through His Word. 
a. Col. 3:17 “17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
b. Mat. 21:23-27 “23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 

the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee this authority? 24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will 
ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with 
themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe 
him? 26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 27 And they 
answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what 
authority I do these things.” 

5. Since God has provided us everything we need spiritually to get to heaven, we only 
speak God’s Word. 
a. 2 Pet. 1:3 “3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 

and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:” 
b. Acts 20:32 “32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which 

is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 
c. 1 Pet. 4:11 “11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him 

do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 

Conclusion: Do not misunderstand Christ today, there is no reason to because He has revealed 
His Will in the New Testament. Obey His Will and be saved by Him. 


