
RECONCILIATION
Intro: In 2 Cor. 5:20-21 (“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you
in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.”) the earnest admonition of the text is: “Be ye reconciled to God.” It carries
with it two implications: (1) An alienation, a broken fellowship, and (2) that man is the offender. Three
things are necessary to reconcile the alien sinner to God.

I. CONVICTION
A. The guilty must see his error; man must realize his own sinfulness.
B. To the end that man may see his guilt and unworthiness, God has given three things.

1. The law—a mirror.
a. He who looks into it sees a reflection of his own imperfections.
b. Rom. 7:7-10 “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but

by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 8But sin, taking
occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin
was dead. 9For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and
I died. 10And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death.”

c. 1 Cor. 13:12, 8-12 “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9For we know in part,
and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away. 11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but
when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then
face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”

d. Jam. 1:23-25 “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding
his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”

2. The Divine manifestation.
a. He who stands in the presence of the Holy life will soon look with contempt upon

his own.
b. John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory

as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
c. Luke 5:4-8 “Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and

let down your nets for a draught. 5And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the
night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. 6And when they had
this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 7And they beckoned unto their
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”

d. Isa. 6:1-5 “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3And one
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
4And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
5Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”

3. The Holy Spirit
a. John 16:7-11 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go

not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8And when
he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9Of sin, because
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they believe not on me; 10Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11Of
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.”

b. He who listens to the Spirit’s message becomes convicted of his sins; Acts 2:37 “Now
when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

II. A SENSE OF DEPENDENCE.
A. The offender needs to learn that he cannot succeed while out of harmony with the

offended.
B. While in a state of alienation, man degenerates.

1. In his moral life.
a. When man forgets God, he sinks to his lowest moral level.
b. Jer. 10:23 “O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to

direct his steps.”
c. Rom. 1:21-31 “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
24Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26For this
cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into
that which is against nature: 27And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned
in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not
convenient; 29Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:”

2. In his physical nature.
a. Immorality saps man’s strength and shortens the span of life.
b. Gal. 6:7-8 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap. 8For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

3. In his mental capacity.
a. The sins which are hurtful to the body are also hurtful to the mind.
b. This is true because the body and mind are so closely related.

4. In his spiritual aspirations.
a. Living apart from his Maker, man is doomed to eternal oblivion; Eph. 2:12 “That at

that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:”

b. To live, man must stay in touch with the source of life.
(1) Deu. 30:20 “That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice,

and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou
mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.”

(2) Acts 17:28 “For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring.”
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III. A MEDIATOR.
A. A mediator is:

1. A go between: one who comes between two parties who are at variance for the purpose
of reconciling them.

2. Jesus is the mediator between God and man; 1 Tim. 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”

B. Christ fulfills this office perfectly.
1. He is a friend to both parties.

a. His Divine nature ties Him to God.
(1) John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made.”

(2) John 8:58 “Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.”
Exo. 3:14“And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.”

(3) Phi. 2:6 “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:”
(4) Heb. 1:1-3 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the

fathers by the prophets, 2Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3Who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high;”

b. His human nature ties Him to man.
(1) Mat. 1:23 “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call

his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”
(2) John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the

glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
(3) Phi. 2:7-8 “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and

was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”

(4) 1 Tim. 3:16 “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.”

(5) 1 John 1:1-3 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3That which we have seen
and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

c. Heb. 3:1 “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;”
(1) As Apostle, He represents God to man.
(2) As Priest, He represents man to God.

2. He presents the terms of reconciliation
a. Mat. 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven

and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

b. Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
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c. Luke 24:46-47 “And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day: 47And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”

3. He offers a common meeting place—the church.
a. Eph. 2:13-16 “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood

of Christ. 14For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of
partition between us; 15Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained
in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16And that he might
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:” Eph. 1:22-23
“1:22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

b. Heb. 12:22-23 “But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 23To the general assembly and church
of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect,”

c. God will not meet man in sin, in the world, or in a worldly institution. Only in the
church, His family will He meet man.

d. When man accepts the terms of reconciliation he becomes a member of the church
and makes peace with God.
(1) Acts 2:42 “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in

breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
(2) 1 Cor. 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”
(3) Eph. 2:16-17 “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having

slain the enmity thereby: 17And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to
them that were nigh.”

Conclusion: If you have not accepted the terms of reconciliation, do so today.


