
The Seed
Intro: As a basis for this study let us notice the parable of the sower recorded in Matthew 13; Mark
4 and Luke 8. In this lesson we especially consider the seed that the sower sows. Luke 8:11 “Now
the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.” All forms of life were brought into existence by the direct
miraculous power of God in creation. However, they have been and are perpetuated by seed. This
is also true of spiritual life. God brought the spiritual kingdom into existence with an extraordinary
demonstration of His power (Acts 2). However, the spiritual kingdom has been and is perpetuated
by seed. Jesus informs us that this seed is the Word of God.

I. THE POWER OF THE SEED.
A. It is affirmed.

1. Rom. 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

2. Jam. 1:21 “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”

B. It is incorruptible.
1. Natural seed decays, corrupts.
2. God’s Word is not subject to decay.
3. 1 Pet. 1:23-25 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,

which liveth and abideth for ever. 24For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25But the word of the Lord endureth for
ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”

4. As such it always has life in it (in contrast to the flesh); Heb. 4:12 “For the word of God
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

C. It produces life.
1. The Word of God is the only life-germ.

a. There is no other way in which we can gain life (not by some experience, not by
the Holy Spirit, etc.)

b. Without it no one would ever be converted to Christ.
2. Psa. 119:50 “This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me.”
3. John 6:63 “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you,

they are spirit, and they are life.”
4. 1 Cor. 4:15 “For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for

in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”
5. Jam. 1:18 “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits

of his creatures.”
D. It produces life after its kind.

1. This is the law of biogenesis (bio means life; genesis means beginnings).
a. Natural seed has no power to produce anything other than its own kind.
b. The Word of God only has the power to produce a Christian; it cannot produce

denominationalism or sectarianism.
2. The principle is found:

a. Gen. 1:11 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12And the
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earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.”

b. Gal. 6:7 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.”

II. THE PERILS OF THE SEED.
A. The seed when scattered encounters dangers, perils.
B. The perils of the hard soil.

1. This is the unreceptive heart.
a. This is the heart that will not allow the Word to penetrate it.
b. This is the heart from which the devil takes the Word.
c. The Word is not allowed to go into the heart to germinate and take root.

2. Unless the seed is buried it is unsafe.
a. It is unsafe from the spirit of infidelity.
b. The Athenians of Acts 17 are examples of hard soil.

C. The perils of rocky soil.
1. This soil receives the seed, but there is no depth of soil.

a. This person obeys the truth (allows the seed to germinate).
b. But he cuts life short.

2. This is the shallow heart.
a. God’s Word is only given passing interest.
b. God’s Word withers in the heat of persecution or tribulation.
c. The Jews (book of Hebrews) are examples; leaving Christ because of persecution.

D. The perils of thorny ground.
1. This soil receives the seed, but robs the seed of any fruitage.

a. This person obeys the truth (allows the seed to germinate).
b. It gives the seed prolonged existence.
c. He does not bear any fruit.

2. This is the double minded heart.
a. Jam. 1:8 “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
b. This man has the desire for spiritual things and God’s Word.
c. However, God’s Word is choked by the things of this life (the thorns of pleasure,

cares of this life, the desire for money).
d. Mat. 6:24 “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or

else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
e. The Corinthians were examples of this type of soil (carnal).

III. THE SAFETY OF THE SEED.
A. The seed is safe when it is in good soil.
B. The Word of God is safe in the good and honest heart.

1. This soil will receive the Word.
2. In this soil the Word abides.

a. John 8:31-32 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
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b. 1 Cor. 15:1-2 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.”

c. 1 John 2:24 “Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that
which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and
in the Father.”

3. In this soil the Word brings forth fruit.
a. John 15:5, 7-8 “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the

same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.... 7If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”

b. 2 Pet. 1:8 “For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

c. Produces the fruit of the Spirit; Gal. 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

Conclusion: What will your heart present to God’s Word? Will you receive the Word and allow
it to abide in you and bring forth fruit in your life?


