
 

Take It Easy 
Intro: The phrase “take it easy” is an oft-repeated expression. Many say it thoughtlessly. But it does 
reflect the philosophy of our day. It is the only principle some people have. This attitude is much like 
the rich fool (Luke 12:19 “19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”) 
In this great ease age we have labor saving gadgets galore. Life was hard and rugged for our fathers. It 
is soft and easy for us. 
This philosophy of ease has affected all realms of life. 

I. IT HAS AFFECTED OUR POLITICAL THINKING. 
A. This attitude has converted strong statesmen into cheap politicians. 

1. These politicians are in mad competition with each other to see who can offer voters 
the most for nothing. 

2. Past civilizations have decayed and perished because their peoples have become 
indolent, careless, and wicked. 

B. Our American heritage stands in jeopardy today because our people wish to “take it 
easy”. 
1. These people love ease more than strength, and pleasure more than God. 
2. 2 Tim. 3:4 “4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;” 
3. The men who paid the price for American liberty were hard working men with strong 

convictions. 
C. In this ease age crime, licentious living, and wickedness are having a field day 

1. A nation with a philosophy of work did not need so many courts, jails and 
penitentiaries. 

2. As idleness increases, sin and wickedness increases. 
3. 1 Tim. 5:13 “13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only 

idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.” 
D. God has always commanded men to work. 

1. Gen. 2:15 “15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it.” 

2. Gen. 3:19 “19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of 
it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

3. Exo. 20:9 “9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:” 
4. Eph. 4:28 “28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the 

thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” 
5. 2 The. 3:10 “10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not 

work, neither should eat.” 

II. THIS “TAKE IT EASY” COMPLEX HAS INVADED THE REALM OF TRAINING 

AND DISCIPLINING CHILDREN. 
A. To many the school has become a place for play and fun rather than a place to 

develop thinking and increase knowledge. 
1. The philosophy is: make life easy for them. 
2. Very little discipline is exercised in schools today. 
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3. No wonder we have developed a generation of softies who worship ease and pleasure. 
B. Parents no longer exercise discipline upon children. 

1. Parents often take the easy way out. 
2. Children are no longer required to do any work whatsoever around the house. 

Everything is handed to them. 
C. Discipline is required. 

1. Pro. 22:6 “6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
2. Pro. 29:15 “15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to 

shame.” 
3. Eph. 6:4 “4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord.” 

III. THIS “TAKE IT EASY” ATTITUDE HAS ALSO INVADED RELIGION. 
A. Churches have gone all out to please men who want an easy religion. 

1. A rugged religion, which demands the best there is in a person has become unpopular. 
a. The majority of people today wish to be coddled, lulled and soothed. 
b. Consequently, many churches are in a mad race to see which one can make 

religion the easiest. 
c. Standards are recklessly lowered in the hope of drawing the crowds. 

2. 2 Tim. 3:1-5 “1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 
a. It is seen in that men are told: 

(1) “believe what you will.” 
(2) “Join the church of your choice.” 
(3) “Be baptized as you please.” 

b. A life of cross bearing is not encouraged. 
(1) Mat. 16:24 “24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
(2) They are taught, they have it made. 

(a) 1 Cor. 10:12 “12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 
(b) Heb. 3:12 “12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 

unbelief, in departing from the living God.” 
(c) John 15:2, 6 “2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 

branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.... 6 If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” 

3. The spirit of the day is seen the attendance of members. 
a. Many professed Christians do not even attend services. 
b. Of those who attend Sunday morning just over one-half come to the other 

services. 
4. This spirit is seen in the lack of corrective church discipline that takes place. 

a. 2 The. 3:6 “6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which 
he received of us.” 
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b. Churches today operate on the basis that sinners must be allowed to live as they 
please. 
(1) We are afraid of discouraging them. 
(2) We are afraid of offending them. 

c. Allowing sinners to live a life of ease. 
B. Many wanted a life of ease during the first century. 

1. Notice some examples of those who wanted a life of ease. 
a. Those who followed Jesus for the food; John 6:26 “26 Jesus answered them and said, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of 
the loaves, and were filled.” 

b. The rich fool; Luke 12:15-21 (esp. vs. 19 “19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”). 

c. This is why the one talent man failed; Mat. 25:14-30 “14 For the kingdom of heaven is as 
a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his 
goods. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man 
according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had received the 
five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17 And likewise he 
that had received two, he also gained other two. 18 But he that had received one went and digged in 
the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. 20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five 
talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five 
talents more. 21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two 
talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 24 Then he which had received the one talent 
came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, 
and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and 
slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 
27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I 
should have received mine own with usury. 28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto 
him which hath ten talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have 
abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30 And cast 
ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

d. The is the spirit that overcame the Laodiceans; Rev. 3:15-17 “15 I know thy works, that 
thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” 

2. For many their only interest was materialistic. 
C. A love for ease keeps many in the church from doing things today. 

1. Teaching Bible classes. 
2. Doing personal work. 
3. Attending services. 
4. Doing good works (helping others) etc. 
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D. Christianity is not a religion of Ease. 
1. Some examples. 

a. It was not easy for Christ to bear the cross and suffer for us. 
b. It was not easy for Paul; 2 Cor. 11:23-28 “23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a 

fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in 
deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 
In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in 
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches.” 

c. It was not easy for the Peter and John when threatened to say Acts 5:29 “29 Then 
Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

2. Christ did not give us a religion of ease. 
a. Mat. 16:24 “24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
b. 2 Tim. 3:12 “12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
c. Rom. 12:1-2 “1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

d. Eph. 6:11-12 “11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Conclusion: Christianity offers no special sales or bargain days. There are no marked down prices. 
We must pay the full price if we expect to receive the reward in heaven. 


