
Teaching
Intro: The need for teaching or preaching should be self-evident, but often the need for it seems to
be lost. Today, I want us to notice the need for teaching from different ways.

I. THE WORK OF THE CHURCH.
A. The work of the church is singular: saving souls
B. This work is seen in three areas:

1. Preaching to the lost
2. Edifying the saved
3. Benevolence
4. The first two specifically involve teaching.

C. Preaching the Gospel to the lost.
1. To be saved one must hear the Gospel.

a. Mark 4:23 “If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.”
b. Acts 10:22 “And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and

of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send
for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.”

c. Rom. 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
d. For someone to hear the Gospel, it must be taught; Rom. 10:14 “How then shall they

call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?”

2. To be saved the Gospel must be learned.
a. Mat. 11:29 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and

ye shall find rest unto your souls.”
b. John 6:45 “It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore

that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”
c. For someone to learn the gospel, it must be taught; Eph. 4:20-21 “But ye have not

so learned Christ; 21If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is
in Jesus:”

3. We can only baptize those who have been taught.
a. Mat. 28:19-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

b. Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.”

D. Edify The Saved.
1. Eph. 4:11-16 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,

pastors and teachers; 12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ: 13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14That we henceforth be no
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow
up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16From whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”
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2. Eph. 4:15 “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ:”

3. We are to grow.
a. 1 Cor. 14:20 “Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but

in understanding be men.”
b. 1 Pet. 2:2 “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:”
c. 2 Pet. 3:18 “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To

him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”
4. Edify means to build up, but how can we be built up, edified, or grow without

teaching?

II. CHRISTIANITY IS A TEACHING RELIGION.
A. God teaches man.

1. Psa. 25:4 “Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.”
2. Isa. 28:26 “For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him.”
3. God instructed us by the Spirit through the writers of the New Testament.

a. John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.”

b. 1 Cor. 2:10-16 “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God. 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know
the things that are freely given to us of God. 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual. 14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15But he
that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16For who hath known the
mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

B. God no longer teaches us miraculously but uses humans.
1. 1 Cor. 1:17-18 “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of

words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18For the preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”

2. 1 Cor. 1:21-24 “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22For the Jews require a sign, and the
Greeks seek after wisdom: 23But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto
the Greeks foolishness; 24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God, and the wisdom of God.”

3. 2 Tim. 2:2 “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

4. 2 Tim. 4:2 “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.”

C. Old Testament Examples.
1. Deu. 4:5, 9-10 “Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord my God

commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.... 9Only take heed to
thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons; 10Specially the
day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy God in Horeb, when the Lord said unto me, Gather me the
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people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that
they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children.”

2. Deu. 6:7 “And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up.”

3. Isa. 54:13 “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy
children.”

III. EACH ONE MUST BE A TEACHER.
A. As faithful stewards.

1. 1 Cor. 4:1-2 “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries
of God. 2Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

2. 1 Pet. 4:10-11 “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 10If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God;
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.“

B. Heb. 5:12 “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be
the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.”

C. Mat. 28:19-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Conclusion: Let each of us be like Ezra of old; Ezra 7:10 “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek
the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”


