
Consequences of Changing
the Uncorrupted Word

Intro:  In our last lesson we noticed that Christ has all authority, Mat.28:18 “And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth”;  and that that authority is in His word,
John 12:48-50 “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.”  That word was given to
his apostles by the Holy Spirit, John 14:25-26 “These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with
you. 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 16:12-13 “I have yet many things
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things
to come.” which they wrote down, Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their works.” We have also noticed that that word, the
Bible is all sufficient, 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” In this lesson we now need to notice that God demands that we respect His word.

I. GENERAL TEACHING.
A. The way we think; 1 Cor. 4:6 “And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to

myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which
is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.”
1. Chapters 1:-4: Paul speaks of the sin of division.
2. “of men” is not in the original.

B. The way we speak; 1 Pet. 4:11  “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any
man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
1. Speak
2. Oracles of Christ. cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17

C. The way we think, speak, and act is to be only the writing of the scriptures;  1
Cor. 1:10  “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment.”

D. If we would do this then there would not be any more division, we would be one
as Christ prayed for in John 17:20-21  “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”

II. SPECIFIC TEACHING.
A. No addition.

1. 2 John 9-11  “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there
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come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
a. Transgresseth means go beyond, or trespass.
b. The doctrine of Christ. cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 (it is the word given by the

Father to the Son, who gave it to the apostles by the Holy Spirit.)
2. Rev. 22:18  “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this

book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book:”

B. No Subtraction of Substitution.
1. Rev. 22:19  “And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,

God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”

2. Gal. 1:6-9  “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As
we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that
ye have received, let him be accursed.”

3. Mat. 15:9,3  “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men. 3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment
of God by your tradition?”
a. Should have been God’s doctrine; cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17  “All scripture is

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.”

b. cf. Mat. 21:23-27 “And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what
authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority? 24 And Jesus
answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I
in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John,
whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves,
saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then
believe him? 26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as
a prophet. 27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto
them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.”  Is it from heaven
or man.

C. These principals are seen in the Old Testament.
1. Rom. 15:4  “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning,

that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”
2. Pro. 30:6  “Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

a. Rev. 21:27  “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth,
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

b. Rev. 22:15  “For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.”

3. Deu. 4:2 “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command
you.”
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III. OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES
A. Gen. 2:-3:  Adam and Eve.
B. Lev. 10:1-2  Nadab and Abihu.  “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of

them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord,
which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they
died before the Lord.”
1. They were priest therefore they were to offer sacrifices.
2. Took Their censer.
3. Put fire therein.
4. Put incense on it.
5. Offered sacrifice unto God.
6. All of these were right, but God says that it was a strange fire.

a. The censer was to be full of burning coals of fire from off the altar
(Lev. 16:12-13).

b. They must have gotten the fire from someplace else.
C. Num. 20:  Moses

1. Vs. 8-12 “Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy
brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and
thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and
their beasts drink. 9 And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.
10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto
them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted up
his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and
the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron,
Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.”

2. cf. Ex. 17:  Moses got water out of the rock but told to strike the rock.
D. 1 Sam. 15:  Saul and the Amlekites

1. Vs. 13-14  “And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the
Lord: I have performed the commandment of the Lord. 14 And Samuel said, What meaneth
then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?”

2. Vs. 22-23  “And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and
to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also
rejected thee from being king.”

E. 2 Sam. 6:  Uzzah
1. Philistines took the ark but had problems with it so told the Israelites to come

and get it. (Only the Levites of the family of Kohath were to carry the ark, it
was to be done by putting staves through the rings that were on the ark.)

2. They made a new cart to bring back the ark.
3. The oxen stumbled, the ark shook, and Uzzah stuck out his hand to steady the

ark and was struck dead.
4. David called it the breach upon Uzzah and was displeased with God.
5. He was like this until he read in the scripture.
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F. Application of these examples.
1. Rom. 11:22  “Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell,

severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also
shalt be cut off.”

2. Heb. 2:1-4  “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4 God also bearing them
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to his own will?”

3. Heb. 10:28-31  “He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses: 29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?
30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.”

4. Heb. 12:25-29  “See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who
refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him
that speaketh from heaven: 26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised,
saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this word, Yet once
more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom
which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear: 29 For our God is a consuming fire.”

Conclusion:  Have you done that which God has said?  If not then there is only destruction
awaiting you.  Why not become obedient now so you can have the goodness of God awaiting you.


