
 

When Did The Kingdom Begin? 
Intro: The Premillennialist teach that the kingdom has not been established. Thus, it is important that 
we understand if it has already been established and when it was established. Being wrong about the 
kingdom means we will be wrong about the laws governing its existence and the conditions of pardon 
under it. Thus, do we know when the kingdom began? 

I. PROPHECY 
A. Dan. 2:44 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 

destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” 
1. This is part of the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
2. Nebuchadnezzar saw an image; Dan. 2:31-35 “Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. 

This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 
32This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33His 
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35Then was the 
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the 
summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone 
that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” 
a. Head of gold representing Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Empire; Dan. 2:37-

38 “Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. 38And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this 
head of gold.” 

b. Chest of silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire; Dan. 2:39 “And after thee shall 
arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over 
all the earth.” 

c. Belly and thighs of brass represented the Grecian Empire with Alexander the Great; 
Dan. 2:39 “And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom 
of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.” 

d. Feet and toes of Iron mixed with clay represented the Roman Empire. 
(1) 31 BC to AD 476 
(2) Dan. 2:40-43 “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in 

pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and 
bruise. 41And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou 
sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 42And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of 
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 43And whereas thou sawest iron 
mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not 
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.” 

3. It would be during the “days of these kings” (kings of the Roman Empire) that the 
kingdom would be established. 

B. John and Jesus said it was “at hand.” 
1. Mat. 3:1-2 “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2And saying, 

Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
2. Mat. 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” 
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II. LIMITATION AS TO WHEN 

A. It could not have been established prior to Jesus’ death. 
1. He was preaching that it was at hand, not in existence. 

a. Mat. 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” 

b. Mat. 16:18-19 “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

2. His law and thus His kingdom would come into existence after His death. 
a. Heb. 9:15-17 “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, 

for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 16For where a testament is, there must also of 
necessity be the death of the testator. 17For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of 
no strength at all while the testator liveth.” 

b. The Old Law had to be taken away 
(1) Mat. 5:17-18 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 

to destroy, but to fulfil. 18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

(2) Col. 2:14-15 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15And having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” 

3. The foundation stone had to be tried before being laid in Zion. 
a. Isa. 28:16 “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 

tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.”  
b. Mark 8:29-31 “And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith 

unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 31And he 
began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and 
of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.” 

c. Rom. 1:4 “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead:” 

d. Acts 4:10-12 “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole. 11This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corner. 12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 

B. It could not have been after the apostles as they spoke of the reality of it. 
1. Col. 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 

his dear Son:” 
2. Rev. 1:9 “I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 

patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.” 

III. INSPIRATION PINPOINTS THE EXACT TIME 
A. Isa. 2:1-4 “The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2And it shall come to 

pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3And many people shall go and say, Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
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4And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 
1. We see the fulfillment in Acts 2. 
2. It would be in the last days; Acts 2:16-17 “But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams:” 

3. All nations would flow unto it; Acts 2:21 “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

4. Word of the Lord or the Law going forth from Jerusalem 
a. Luke 24:46-47 “And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 

rise from the dead the third day: 47And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

b. Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

B. Mark 9:1 “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.” 
1. The kingdom had not yet come. 
2. It would come during the lifetime of some of those then present; none of them are living 

now. 
3. It would come with power. 

a. Luke 24:49 “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” 

b. Acts 1:6-8 “When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

c. Acts 2:1-4 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

C. Dan. 7:13-14 “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 
1. Luke 19:11-12 “And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to 

Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. 12He said 
therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” 

2. Acts 1:9 “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight.” 

3. 1 Pet. 3:22 “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject unto him.” 

4. Eph. 1:20-23 “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22And hath put all 
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things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23Which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all.” 

IV. CHRIST AS KING OF HIS KINGDOM SETS THE CONDITIONS OF PARDON 
A. Heb. 2:3-4 “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 

Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” 

B. Mat. 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

C. Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

D. Luke 24:46-47 “And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 
the dead the third day: 47And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

Conclusion: No one has the right to usurp the authority of the king and change the terms of pardon 
He set forth. Have you accepted those terms of pardon? 
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