
 

Why So Many Will Be Lost 
Intro: Mat. 7:13-14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.” Jesus here speaks of two ways open to men: one is described as 
broad and wide, the other as strait and narrow. 

1. Concerning the way strait and narrow that leads to life Jesus made a startling statement: 
“few there be that find it.” 

2. Have you ever wondered why the majority will be lost? Consider what it means to be 
lost: eternal punishment, torment, pain, agony, separation from God in outer darkness.  

I. BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW OF THE WAY. 
A. God has given man the obligation of coming to know Him. 

1. He has provided evidence for His existence. 
a. Through nature: Psa. 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 

sheweth his handywork.” 
b. Through Jesus: Mat. 11:27 “All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man 

knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” 

c. By His Spirit: 1 Cor. 2:11 “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of 
man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” 

2. Acts 17:24-27 “God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though 
he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26And hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:” 

B. God commissioned man to preach the Gospel. 
1. The Great commission: 

a. Mat. 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

b. Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” 

c. Luke 24:46-47 “And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day: 47And that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

2. Thus, there is an emphasis on preaching and teaching: 
a. 1 Cor. 1:21 “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 

pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 
b. Rom 10:13-18 “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14How then 

shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
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peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias 
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 17So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 18But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world.” 

c. 2 Tim. 4:1-2 “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2Preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” 

C. The vast majority in the world today have never heard the Gospel. 
1. Many nations do not have a missionary and many more nations that do, do not have 

enough to spread the Gospel to the whole nation. 
2. Many areas in the United States do not have any Bible teaching. 
3. How many in this city have heard the truth of God’s Word? 

II. BECAUSE OF FALSE TEACHERS AND PREACHERS FOLLOWED WITHOUT 

INVESTIGATION. 
A. There will be false teachers: 

1. Mat. 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.” 

2. 2 Pet. 2:1-3 “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3And through covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not.” 

3. False teachers do not always come from without: Acts 20:29-30 “For I know this, that after 
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30Also of your own selves 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” 

B. We are to test all teaching: 
1. 1 The. 5:21 “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 
2. 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 

many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 
3. We should never simply accept what a preacher, elder, or anyone else tells us. 

a. Acts 17:11 “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 

b. Always put it to the test of God’s Word. 

III. BECAUSE OF PREJUDICE 
A. Prejudice is: 

1. Judging beforehand. 
2. It is making up one’s mind before he hears all the information, an opinion that is not 

based upon reason. 
B. Often people refuse to listen because their mind is already made up. 

1. Zec. 7:11-12 “But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that 
they should not hear. 12Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, 
and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a 
great wrath from the LORD of hosts.” 
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2. Mat. 13:13-15 “Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand. 14And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By 
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15For this 
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at 
any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” 

3. Eph. 4:18 “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:” 

C. Notice the results in the previous verses. 
1. Great wrath from God. 
2. They will not be healed. 
3. They are alienated from the life of God. 

D. We must always approach the Bible with an open mind of learning the truth and 
accepting it no matter the consequences. 

IV. UNWILLING TO MAKE THE SACRIFICE. 
A. We must count the cost; Luke 14:26-33 “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 

mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 
27And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish 
it? 29Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock 
him, 30Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31Or what king, going to make war 
against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him 
that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an 
ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 33So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” 

B. We are to sacrifice our life to God. 
1. Rom. 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

2. Paul is a good example: Phi. 3:7-8 “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ. 8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ,” 

C. God must come first. 
1. Mat. 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 

added unto you.” 
2. Mat. 22:36-38 “Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37Jesus said unto him, Thou 

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the 
first and great commandment.” 

3. Above family; Mat. 10:37-38 “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And he that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” 

4. Above physical goods; Mat. 19:16-22 “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, 
what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 17And he said unto him, Why callest thou me 
good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
18He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 19Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou 
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shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 20The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from 
my youth up: what lack I yet? 21Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 22But when the 
young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.” 

5. Above the praises of men; John 12:42-43 “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many 
believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of 
the synagogue: 43For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 

6. Above any and every thing. 

V. PROCRASTINATION 
A. There are only two instances of procrastination in the New Testament. 

1. Acts 24:25 “And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, 
and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.” 

2. Acts 26:28 “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
B. The road to hell is paved with good intentions. 

 
Conclusion: The question is personal. 
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